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THE DiPLOMAT:

Welre a bit late but, at least we haven't disappeared with all that good money!
Armageddonia arrived today with an updated word on magazine trade agreements,
Apparently Turner is feeling the monetary pinch as he no longer will send out
copies with stamps from his pocket, But the reason | started out on this trade
topic is a boycott (?) of AEOLUS by quite a few publishers., Why? Now | know
that most people publish much more frequently than | but, thcen John Boardman
publishes in a shorter interval than anybody and he still trades with everyone.
Well?

AN
NS TN 7N

John Koning's newest venture, VALHALLA promises to be one of postal Diplo-
macy's milestones. Existing magazines have always been published for people who
already are Dippy players but, VALHALLA from the start will be dirscted at the
newcomer. Association with STRATEGY AND TACTICS (we consider it to.-be the bast
wargaming journal) will provide a permanent contact with the growing force of
persons in all wargaming fielcs.

© VALHALLA wilTl carry one postal game, featuring the play of the “experts"
_ (McCallum and Smythe), [iplomacy’s human dictionary (who else but Peery), and
your own trustworthy, loyal, and obliging ecitor. VALHALLA's pages will also
contain feature articles on Diplomacy strategy and play and, what | consider to
be most important of all, an address listing of wargamers of all types (Avalon
Hill, Diplomacy, Gamescience, miniatures, naval, etc.).

In addition, the publisher (Koning) will offer extras for subscribers, A
sample service will be provided to enable interested indivicduals to obtain a se-
lection of Diplomacy magazines for a small fee and, in a few months time, a
chance for subscribers to enter into as many games of posta] biplomacy as they
wish.

VALHALLA #1 will be published on 13 April 1968, and w:ll thereafter appear
at tri-weekly intervals. The price is a bargain $2.00 per year (17 issues); and
for a super-bargain, John is offering a combination VALHALLA-STAB subscription
for $3.00 per year (34 issues). So how does one go about receaving VLHALLA?

VALHALLA: send $2.00 checks payable to Projact Analysis Corp., c/o STRATEGY AND
TACTICS, Box 11-187, Loudonville, N.Y. 12211,

VALHALLA and STAB: send $3.00 to John Konlng, 2008 Sherman Avenue, Apt. #1,
Evanston, f11. 60201,
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| provoke the c»vtl war in- France ‘and the many attacks and betrayals which fol-
lowed. Great is the power of S.1.C. through me; and great . lS my pqwer threugh
thee. Oh, worsthful darkness, g|ve me further boon,' ..

"We‘l1 attend to that’ tonlght Del]a Iove./ Retire. now to Our chamber and
We'll be with you presently.". ‘
‘ -~ And with that, the Lady in Black left the Infernal Audience Chamber. Al-
most Immediately, al! the Suppliants began talklng at once. Lucifer turned on.
. them, -flamas shooting from his wings, talons, and tail. "Quiet! Al of you!
We are quite. satisfied that .none of you can claim real. responsibility. for the .
wér, so you are golng to have to find someé other basis on which We can grant Our .
favor: You may stay the night (such as it is in these regions) and Ne shall \
speak wlth you in ghe matn:nga"« Ris najésty then-wnthdrew.r

yan .
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AUSTRIA (McCallum) Busld A Vie, Build A Bud.e

ENGLAND (Lat}mer) Butld F Lon' Buald F Lpl.) ;* f»;' jsf"‘ SRR

Y

"FRANCE (Carey) “‘rBuild A Par,' Buu!d A-afe1nAeR.
‘ GERMANY (Kencng) Build A qu, Buald A Kte. T
ITALY (Lake): i’aunzd F Nap,’;hrjf;v‘ NN

RUSSIA (Prosnatz) Butld A Mos,& Butld A Stp.

TURKEY (Cochran) No sui1¢ f¢h.;{1;n'~ﬁf e

LN
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" Tns LAY OF’LUC!FER “(Part’ 3) thréfafnfé;sgiénte;néiéséy desfs nééshiy\wtth\;he E

thht descends on Hell That s, the flames die down a !lttle, "and the an—\j
guished cries of diplomats, . statesmen, generals, ShakesPeartan scholars, and 6~
ther. sinners died down to a-dul! roar wherew:th were' soothed the ‘ears and made
pleasant the slumbers of H:s Satannc Ma}esty.A The Supp!iants of the Powers of
‘Europe, wrsh;ng to ret:re* were. shown to their chambers after a sumptious feast
of roast beef, roast ;uccln: squash,‘roast potatoes. ~and roast Alaska., Remarked
the FrenchASuppluant ‘to ' the Maitre’ d" "You do a lot of roasting here, dqn‘t
you, mon ami?' to whnch the reply was , "Yes sir; spec:alnty of the house, you
know.'' 4

The Turk;sh Suppllant, anmetce Ozel Pasha, havung been shqwn to his room,
observed -that it was. +hung with Turkish carpets and tastefully\decorated with -
pikes, thumscrews, and iron. maidens, -and furnished, with' several ottomans "lt
looks like. His . Majesty's den in Istanbul," he remarked.‘

‘ Suddenly, the door flew open, and out of the” flames -and rnfinite blackness
beyond strode His Satanic Majesty. ''What have you.to say to thns,” he demanded
of Ozel, showing him a transcript of the Sulten's. recent scurrilous remarks.
""What does that descendent of a thousand generations of. pigs, dogs, and. infi-
dels, that/walknng sow s be!ly, that heap -of slime and degredatnon whlch holds

4
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its throne by Our grace, mean by invoking the name of that crackpot deity of a
bunch of sand-dune savages that. cantt even lick 1/10 their weight in Jew? And
how dare the Subliminal Porte dare to intimate that We, the Supreme Tempter, are
stoned? And We not having had a drink in almost 2000 years? Scandalous, simply
scandalous., Well, he shall have his reward, Behold! :None of his Fail 1901 ma-
neuvers shall succeed!' So let it be written, So let it be done, And,you sni-
velling heap of refuse from the slums of Constantinople, know that your master
cannot even tell time. The equivalent date 'A.H, for 190} A.D, is 1319, not
1190, ‘Put that in your Hookah and smoke itl" ‘ o i
"But Majesty,' Ozel broke in, "my Roya} master did invoke your aid. . .

M0h very well, he may have his cruisers. 0f course, they will all be on
the Caspian Sea. Now, aroint thee, wretchl Grovel before Us! We take our
leave!' And he was gone. : R o
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DIPLOMATIC POUCH:

Dave Lebling, Box 2234, Burton House, 420 Memorial Drive, Cambridge, Mass. 02139
 Your comparison of ratings with preferences is interesting, but 1 think your
conclusion, that such a preference is the precursor of the future rating list,
is not justified. ’ o ,

For example, my own preferences would be: Austria, Germany, Russia, France,
italy, England, Turkey. 1 have no feeling whatsoever that this is how the fu-
ture rating will look. | can, and have done well with Turkey and England. The
reason | put them low is that they are uninteresting to play. Both have excel-
Jent chances of winning, but their strategies are limited to the extent that
there is little fun in playing them. Exactly the opposite is true of Austria
and Germany. Played well in the beginning of the game, both can win, But, both
will go under very quickly if they are attacked right off by two of their neigh-’
bors. This occurs in game after game. In my own experience, Germany was at=
tacked by England and France in 1966R, Austria in Miller's POC, PHC, etc., etc.

A great many people donft like either country for this reason. | note that Aus-
tria Is sixth in your }list, ltaly is a special case. It has the bleakest offen-
sive possibilities of any power on the board. As far as most people are concern-
ed there is elther the sneak attack on Austria In 1901 or the slow build up of
fleets to attack France, neither of which have a large chance of succeeding.
Smythe tried, in Miller's PJC, to attack Turkey by building fleets and convoying
‘to Syria, but due to various factors not under his control (read his allies) he
was unsble to make progress, Perhaps if someone has the courage to really deve- °
lope this type of attack ltaly will go up some in Preference.

: It is very interesting to see such a tabulation of preferences published.
Pertps you remember that Jared Johnson tried to get one about a Year or so ago,
but response was small, If you eventually get more games going, or obtain fig~-
ures from other people who give players a choice you might be able to get such

a survey yourself,- ' ' ‘

~ (Ed. Note, | really did not mean to implye that last issue's future country

list would approach the actual configuration at some future date, rather | had
planned to dwell upon the fact that trends could be recognized from a player's
desire of position. Unfortumnately, space limitaions annihilated(?) further
commentary. K : ; ' S

Compiling a list of preferences from the AEOLUS games, substantiated and

brought to light a number of interesting ideas. A ,
a) the length of time involved in Diplomacy is reflected in the player's list
of desired choices. The longer the invokement, the more inclined toward the
=

~t
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\«FRANCE(Re*nsel) 3u11c F aaﬁ.x“.,; S e A
GER«ANY(Kuch)«;f ?~auixd F Kie. ‘ ER A S
Vo ‘ B T L S NI A AT SRR
lTALY(LeFtch)A‘_W‘ Build F %ap, A Ven. SRR ‘?WF:‘ S T T S NP
’RUSSIA(WeIIs) «\~/jsu11¢ A Mos.\'h B I | |
AUSTR!A(GriFan) Remave F Alb ‘ )
NGLAND(AustIn) Remove F ng.,, nlf;_\aiaf‘\
| TURKtY(Long) ,*"au.xd F Con.;ﬂif‘»,r‘Q\jgl‘;p o i
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tion of. the word "space“ in the Ru!es has already been interpreted (re. The -

' ‘Coastal Crawal) to mean that (s.g.). Spa(sc) is a different space . than\is Spa(nc) ,
A dislodged untt may‘not retreat &0' R TR B TURN Y .
a) a. soace !eft vacant by 3 standébff or f' o ‘15*3»{f" o

b) the

soace from whlch it was attacked

e NS 4

7o ~

"Byt for F Por, Spa(nc) is not vacant for e!ther of those reaSOns, and/lt ‘there~ .
fore seems to me that the Italfan F Por may retreat to Spa(nc).,kOf course, If

either

or both of the French units in. $pa and Mar had been armies, the rule.

would not apply. You will note In EREWHON, that | am adopting a house=rule (25)
’ to ‘alTow exactly this sort of retreat., Like the coastal crawl, of which it s a’
corollary, this rule works, only when all the uni;s involved in movament. are

fleets.u

1t is a very rare: sitUation, ‘and I don't recall .a game (although théré

" must have been one or two) in“which it could have been used, ‘It would apply .
only to a F Por being. attacked by aF Spa (n or sc) and/or to a F Con being: at-v-

tacked

by a F Bul (e of s;) e Ly

5 !

(Ed. Note, You ve brought up a good point Rod, but l can only agree with you ln /
part. Tha simplifted ver;:on' Lo IR .

lTALY

FRANCE° r spa(sca to Por-* F Mfd (s) r Spa(sc) to Por. f j\

Por Stand.  F Por’ retreats to. Spa(nc).l

et

does work as i; Is cqmplementary to. the Coastal Crawl However your ccntinua- f'
“tion_that 8 stand-off In Spa{sc) does not prevent a retreat into Spa(nc) saems.
to me to be contrary to the rules., After all the rulebook descriptlon of a

flegt

In a province havlng ‘two coasts, rncludes,‘"lt nevertheless occupies the

2
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entire provlnce.“ The stand-off in your, examp!e would deny a portion of Spain
to the retreating Fleet] a portion which would have been left vacant by a
stand=off as per the rules of "THE Retreat''. A stand=off in one coast of a two
coast. province, will be considered to be a stand-off in the ‘entire province (at
least it will In AEOLUS). ) ‘ ~

. ek up o0 = - o o o -Q--nu--bn-n-b-‘.---n-u..‘—go—-b-----—---Q-—--”----duunn--
; '

A DEAB STAIESMAN

;1 could not dtg 1 dare not rob:
Therefore | lled to please the mohw
Wow all my lies are proved untrue,
~ And | must face the men | slew.
What tale shall save fe here among
Hine angry and defraudad young?

i
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CIPLOMACY MlLIEU

1, COSTAGUANA 7: von Metzke returns (at least I'm told) regular Diplomacy .game
Three still has openings, $3.00 fee (Conrad von Mntzke, 5327 Hilltop Crive,
San Diego, Californsa C9211k), : S ‘ ‘

2. DIPLOPHOBIA #22: Three openlngs still avaxlable in what is to bé the last new
game for some’ t!me, $3 00 fee (Don Mtller, 12315 Jucson Road, Wheaton, Maryland

20906) ‘ : ; :

3. GLOCKORLA #12 A regular game is Open, posittons aras $3 00. Standby positicns

for Indianomacy and Super-Economic Diplomacy are available. (LaVe L biing, Box

223k, Burton House, 420 Memorial Drlve. Cambrldge, Mass. 02139).

L Congratulations to John Beshara fer his win as Russia in |966A!

b,

.
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FROM: * :
Monte Zelazny
. P.0, Box 1062
Melbourne
Florida 32901

FIRST CLASS MAlL

~ Lhares Peery (tenos)?
A T L 4567 Y\RGwhA Aueuue
e the worst sort of 2‘2232?‘;";mn, - San Dieeo

as in books it |s generally the worst

sort of readmg L "‘f - Swfft ) CF}L\FQQN\P\ C\Z\\,S



