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po s s snesend
Number 12, ©  ALBI 0 N February 6th 1970

ALBION is a Journal of postal Diplomacy. - It is edited and
published by Don Turnbull, resident despite many complaints at

6 St. George's Avenue, T1mper1ey, Cheshire, England.

Geme fees for all ALBION games are ‘announced at the start of
such gemes. Currently only one game, the Abstraction variant,
is open to all comersyi the rules are printed in issue 11, and
places are still ope ehe time of typing; the gome fee will
be 10/-, and dead N two issues apart. To non-players
subscriptions are. 3§ 1/~ per issue (British Isles and
Ireland), 25 cents per issue (U.S.A.) Pro rata elsevherc.

Roth flgures include postage.

All-for-all trade with other Diplomaéy magazines is currently
limited to those magazines appearing on the trades 113t This
arrangement may be expanded in. the future,

ALBION records the progress of postal Diplomacy games talking
place within the British region of AHIKS, or within the area
covered by the British region, AHIKS menmberiship notwithstanding.
Some games are designed to be joined only by British players;
the current games are examples. Others to be commenced will
run on double-length deadlines, and hence will not be restricted
to British players only. The Abstraction varisnt is such a
game, and places are still open. =

ALBION is s member of the Diplomacy Division of the NFFF Games
Bureau (Chairman - Don Miller; -Division Chief - Rod Walker).

DIPLOMACY is & game menufactured and sold by Games Research Inc.,
48 Wareham Street, Boston, Mess. 02118, U.S.A. For availability.
within the British Isles consult the editor.

Special cover for this issue;only_by Malcolm Watson.

Some apologies to get off my chest. First, the cover for the
last issue was designed as a three-colour job., However the'
Roneotronic machine on which the stencils were cut developed a
curious mslady (possibly called Operator's Inefficiency) end

the results were far from expected. After many hours of trying
to get the thing right; I eventually had to print it off in black

and white, Thus the writing round the outline etc, didn't appear.

a8 clearly as it should. Sorry folks - we keep trying.

Hope you were able to remd it, despite the fading.

Secondly, we have obtained some new stencils (cheap, of course),
however these hové no markings of any kind on them, to tell you
vwhers to start or stop typing etc. They are also of a rather
strange constltution, and apparently print very lightly. Hope
they are going to be legible for yeu all, and also that the pages
donft appear to have been squeezed with a shoe-horn.

Quite a small issue, anyway, for various reasons, Speedy dead-
line, for one. So let's get on with it,

G
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YIPLOMACY MAGAZINE REVIEW.
NUMBER FOUR ~ THE MILLER MAGAZINES in profusion.

Publisher:~ Dom Miller, 12315 Judson Road, Wheaton, Maryland
20906, U.S.A.

The magazines:- Den produces all the following magazines,
and probably others which I have emitted in error. For sach
magazine, I have made a smell summery of the contents.

DIPICMANTA. Formerly a 'gameswmaggk__ now purely for

articles on Diplo e,
irreguler although Don TEf#
one-a--month schedule. As you read on, you will
see why he gometimes finds this difficult - I
would have rated it as impossible and given up
long ago.

DIPLOPHOBIA. Split from DIPLOMANIA eafter the latters eleventh
issue in mid 1966,  Simulfsneously DIPLOMANTA
became purely the "informstion-magazine! it is
today. DIPLOPHOBIA carries fregular' Diplomacy
games only, plus (a recent innovation) a bourse
for games QAC and QiC. It is published every
three weeks, Currently conteins eround 20
regular games!

SHANGRI-LA. In Don's own words, & haven for hopeless games.
™is recent addition to DIPLOPHOLIA contains
reguler games which have been trensplanted from
other magazines wiich have, for one reeson or
another, gone out of puhlicetion. Currently
two games are reported in this cetegory, both
from the magazine GLOCKORLA.

HYDROPUIOZIA. The varisnt msgezine, containing all the sube-
megazines following. DIPSOUANIA (Econowic
Diplomacy); HYSTERIA — I presume he ran out
of manias and phobias by this time -~ (the Game
of the Clans, Indisnomacv};  DARAD-DUR (Miller
ine-Man Diplomacy); ASTRA (The Foundation Came);
SCHIZOPHRENIA (Twin-Earths Diplomacy); PAVIASIA
(Middle Earth Diplomzcvy, Mordor-versus-the-world);
CHAOS (Hyperspace Divlomacy);  SUPERCALIFRAGIL-
ISTICAXPIALIDOCIOUS - hope thet's risht -~ (Game
of Anarchy).

LETHE. Contains LIVI0 (the Game of Anonymity) and
VARIOSO (Calhamer 5-man Liplomacy, the Lebling
Variant).

AUX ARMES! Contains the monster geme ilypereconoanic Niplom-

acy. This is the only magezine of which I have

not got a sample, and having locked at the rules

for this game I dontt think I would understand it
anyway.

Faced with this bewildering array of literature, I hardly know
where to start to report. Anyway, I'll try.
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DIPLOMANIA issue % appeared in February 1966; this was a asingle
sheet of gquarto peper, -reporting on the progress of two games.
The speed of development can be judged from the fact that by
issue 8 (Mey 1966). 12 games were ehhing and flowing in the pages.
A sixfold increase in a mere eight issues! ‘e should also point
out here thet variant gsmes played a prominent part, even in this
early stage; of the dozen gemes in issue 8 only 4 were regular
games - the rest were variants of one kind or another. In fact,
variants play such.2 predominant part in Pon's magazines that
they will be lis] ' arately after the report. The ratio
of regular:varg pas now settled at ahout évens, hut in
the early stagess were obviously interested in experimen-
ting with other forms of the basic game.
By issue 8, and the few immediately following, the magazine had
grown in size considerably, since Don was not only using the pages
for the game reports, but also for rules and discussions on new
variants, At this time he sensibly restricted press releases
to two lines of type, and charged a player an extra fee for the
privelege of having unliniited press, Thus the magazine was kept
to reasonable dimensions, and Don was able to keep to the schedule
he had set. (As the poor ALBION editor knows only too well,
press releases can, by their length, make the difference between
a prompt issue and one that is two or three days late; the effect
is cumulative, of course, from issue to issue). Despite this
restriction, however, issue 9 was 18 closely-typed pages.
In issne 11 appears the announcement that DIPLOMANIA was

splitting into five magazines ~ DIPLOMANIA, DIPLOPHCBIA,

DIPSOMANIA, FANTASIA snd SUPERCAL....... (I'm not going through
that again -~ wonder how Don has the patience each issue? Ah -
got it - he calls it SUPERCALetc). This decision was clearly

a sensible one -~ a 2-weekly schedule makes very heavy demands on
the editor, snd we have to earn our bread. . The pgames, therefore,
continued on their normal schedule in the new magezines, and

. DIPLOMANIA was restricted purely to articles, variant rules etc.

1 thus expected issue 12 to he brief, but Don obviously likes
the punishment. Issue 12 was 10 pages, and issue 13 was 20!
Issue 14/15 was 4O pages, and issue 16/17 wes 42. Since then
the averzge of just over 20 pages per issue hss been maintained,
although the frequency of publication has dropped slightly (much
to Don's relief, I'11 bet).

DIPLOMANIA is now purely a !'gen-zine' and contains no game
reports, However, unlike other magezines I have read, the
issues are devoted entirely to the subjeect of Diplomacy and
related topics -~ Don's readers are not subjected to anything of
the Hyperiweedle variety, for instance. Most other magezines
inelude humour, political/social comment ete.  DIPLOMANIA,
however, does not, and although this makes the reading perhaps
rather drier than, say, EREHVON, it does mean that the pages

of DIPLOMANIA are: chock—full of interesting and useful infor-
mation.

In fact, I would go so far as to say that DIPLOMANIA contains
the mést interesting collection of articles I have ever read

in any Diplomacy magazine (even, let it be said, in ALBION).

e i

 ame e
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Don is to be congratulated on his achiévement; in the lest

three years he has produced literally hundreds of issues of

the various magszines, in most cases working on s very demanding
time schedule, Considering the length of the roster of players,
subscribers etc. it must take him an age merely to write 211 the
names end addresses. Folding and stapling, paginetion etc. must
he a crippling job, and I wonder at the fact that he has manzged
to keep it up for such 2 long time., Add to this the fact that
Don zlso produces THE GAMESMAY and THE GAMESLETTER for the NFFF
Games Dureau, and you see that Tg B never sleep, rarely est,
and constantly catch various F the typewriter - eye-
strain must be a real problem.
I just don't know how he does it.
Anyway, let me sum up. AL3ION just cannot heap enough praise

on this magnificent collection. I own all the issues of DIPLO-

MANIA 2nd hope to obtain a full set of the others in time. It

is without doubt essential reading for enyone remotely interested

in Diplomacy.

DIPLOMANIA joins the list of highly recommended magezines. Indeed,
without wishing to offend any other publisher whose magazine has

heen reviewed in these pages, I would say that, although the

others sre darned good magazines, and well worth snyore's money,
DIPLOMANTIA is hetter,

So ALBION sticks its neck out yet againic.eececesssnss /

Yhich brings me to the suhject of:-

Variant Diplomacy games.

ALDION readers have already seen the rules of two variants -
the Hyperspace gawme (rules designed in detzil by we from an
idea in S&" - originally, of course, from DIPLOMANIA) and
Abstraction, the Fred Devis varisnt reported in the last issue.
However the existence of other varianits has been hinted at in
these psges before, and I think it might be interesting for the
British readers to learn about some of the other varianis which
are currently being played in magazines of the DIPLOMANIA
family. Lack of space restricts the explenetion to brevity;
however I hope the list will at least explein the hasic princ-
iples of esch varient., 1 have chosen a fairly random selection,
and the list is by no mesans exhzustive.

HYPERECONOMIC Diploneacy. A fearsome monster, with massive

rules taking more than 20 pages of print. Includes economics
(obviously) but this one defies description.

The GAME OF ANONYHMITY,  No-one except the genesmaster knows

who is playing. A1l diplomascy is conducted vis the press

releases; codes etc. are sometimes used to prevent f'black!

propegenda (i.e. written by one person but purporting to come

from another). Scope for reel fun here!

iller 9-Man Geme, TIheriz and Scandanavia are added to the 7

major powers, and a slightly revised bosrd is used. \-d/
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MIDNLE HARWH DIPIOVACY ITI. . The first variant played which
is hased on "olkien's Lord Of The Rings trilogy.

ORDOR VERSUS THE JORLD IV. The latest varisnt of the
Wolklenmbased series. _
TYIN~BARTH DIPLOMACY. ~ Uses regular rules but two bozrds.
Units can move from one bosrd to the other, between corres-
ponding provinces.. Interesting, but I'll bet it!'s hard on the
ganesmaster, ' R ' : o ' '
CHAOS.  Eact sends in orders for eech country each
nove. The ge Rthen selects one set of orders at
rendon,  Sheer ‘the gemesnaster, and either grest or
terrikhle for the yers, depending whether or mot the orders
thet eventuelly appear are the odnes you wanted ~ Scope for
plenty of frustration here.
FYPERUPAGE- Rather like the variant announced in en early
issue of ALDION3 ‘the hasic principle is the same, elthough
the rules sre dlfferent in some deteils.
TR FOUNDATION GAME. Quite a complex varient based on the
Foundation novels hy Issac Azimov. TI'ses Hyperspace move-

ment, and a few other complications.

ITICRODIPLOMACY. Armies are split into three corps, fleets
into three task forces. Eech corps and tesk force cen move
independently, Uses the regular board (I think).

"HE LEDLING VARTANT.,  Heutrsls are ermed in this varlanh.
Again I think the regular boerd is used.

AMARCHY,  Each plaver starts with jusht one unit in one
supply centre.  Lose that unit and you're out! Oh yes -
forgot to mention ~ there are 34 plaversS..c..es..

‘here are many more verisnts, of course; I include these
few to give Dritish pleyers an ides of the scope. [lesides,
tialcolm “iatson would be impossible to keep quiet if he knew

2hout the Gome of the ClanSecesesns

There seem to be two sc¢hools of thought on the subject of
veriant games. One is not interested in enything but the
originel game, the other is willing to ftry eny sort of
variant, I cannot, of course, pess comment on this, since

‘I know the rules for but s few varisnts, snd I have never
vlayed 2 single one., ~ As far as this megszine is concerned

a2t present, ALAION will contzin the things the readers snd
players went it to ¢ontain; if you want variants, then we
will run 'em, ‘ - :

I would be 1nterested to hear what 1aoughts the Dritish
readers, partlcularly, have on the su™ject. . I'o you maintain
(25 some do in the US) thet the orisinel gzame is the only
resl game, and that eny variant, although perhaps interesting
end even amusing, is merely second hest to the original?

Or do you prefer to try your hend at snything which interests
you, he it regular geme, varient or whet have you? If ALDION
were only to offer regular gemes, would you get fed up? Or
would vou be more fed up if we continuelly losded the pages
with rules for, and discussions on, verient gemes?

Pe interested to know your views,

e
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A NIGHT OF TERROR! and the result.

It was January 32nd, always an unlucky night for me. At
midnight the ALBION publishing house slumbered (as it often
does) - myself in the bath and my wife on top of the wardrobe

(we really must buy that bed sometime). The wind howled

through the geps in the windows, through the front door frame
(therets another job I've forgotten) and through the hole in

the back of my neck. The rain sliced down, running ite icy
fingers down my spine; the cats hofifl) in misery from the
immersion heater cupboard; the Ji frombled on its foundations.

Suddenly, I was awake. ~ Someth¥wg Hggimoved. Hesitating only
for a brief two hours, I arose and dofthed my bowler and

spats = the attire of every nglish ZA7g¥ gentleman when

faced with danger end adversity. Making never a sound with

my hob-nailed boots, I tip-heeled across the carpet (yester-
day's Telegraph), down the atairs, and positioned myself

behind the aspidistra, which we keep by the front door when
it's not out for walkies,

I heard it again. Building in its intensity, overpowering
in its approach the wail of the wind, the dash of the rain,
and the howls of the neighbours - ominous footsteps, nearer,
hearer.

Quivering with courage, I hid in the sideboard. The sounds
came nearer, louder, more menacing, and I struggled to hide
in an emp‘t}" gin bottle, A h-andoocoonA HANDeassesoH. eAsN. D
descended on my shoulder, and a monstrous voice began to
speak.

My British fortitude did not fail me. I fainted.

Being aroused by z set of bagpipes is not the most pleasant
of experiences., Banshee, I think they c2ll it. Anyway,
as if you hadnt*t guessed, it was Malcolm Watson.

0f course, I did as anyone would do on meeting Malcolm face
to face, I fainted again,

Malcolm, kind soul that he is, didn't disturb me; he merely
helped himself to three dozen bottles of beer, five small
cigars and two pounds of steak.

When I came to (or rather three) again, he explained the
purpose of his visit., It seems that he had been smitten
by some litersry complaint, and hady as a result, written =
book, This masterpiecce he now clutched to his sporran,
and asked if I would reprint selected passages in ALBION.

Who am I to refuse? Whe am I, come to that., Of course I

#ALE Afdhipg agreed.

So now, the point of all the above garbage. We now present,
with great pride and humiliation, an extract from the gfgfig
epic work THE FALL OF THE ENGLISH EMPIRE, written by Malcolm
Watson under the pseudonym of J. Munro, General (retd.)
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THE FALL OF THE ENGILISH EdPIRE.

Or - 'Down the line a train ceme pufiin;
Scotland ten, England nuffin.?

Yes, indeed - after six years of tyremny and misrule by the
English Government, headed by Major General Fortescue Bagshot
Smith (pronounced Smythe) Jones, the Free Scots have at last
overthrown their oppresseps in a series of military cempeigns
that must surely go down in history as the most originel ever
fought.  Although heav11y outnumbered throughout the strugele,
and handiczpped by the lack of equipment, the Scots have used
their netive cunningf.overcome 211.

Perheps the closing B of the war heve been slow, but they
must be the finest _ of Scottish guile ever to be put
on record. I ¢an t see it now -~ the remnants of the once-
powerful English ermy holed up in Edinburgh Cestle. Although
they could do no herm to the Scots, their position was impregnable;
despite several attempts to storm the walls, the English
continued to hold out, Soon it became obvious that new tacties
must be sdopted. A council of War wes held a2t Hampden Park,
2t which 21l the chieftains were allowed to air their views,
socks, sheets, pillowcases end anything else they wished.
After three weeks of bitter squebbling (i.e. &s to who would
pey for the pints of!) it was decided to cell upon thet great-
est of werlords, Angus McGeul.

guickly he put forward the idea. We'!ll stzrve them ocot.!
“Ach awa an dinnae be deft ye glakit bogger', said Campbell
McCempbell of the Campbells, "They've goet stacks o nosh up
there.

"Weel, Ah kin see that be 2 problem, but Ah've goat & braw wee
plan for tee deprive them o that nosh." _

A hush descended over the sssembly es he told of his plan.
Then - cheers snd jubllation - a2 winner if ever there was one!
Immediately, preperations were made. The French military
band {often misteken for an army) wes positioned beside s

huge megephone; lookouts took up their places 2nd we 21l
waited, o ' '

At last! One o'clock! Now we would find out if the great
Plen would work!  The English soldiers could be seen filing
into the dining room; they 211 s2t down and the Padre said
"Grace.b

Then, just ss thay'were ebout to begin, Operation Upyerkilt
went into action. A lookout celled the secret signel =~
"Mighty slacheter, hlew yeir ‘bluidy trumpet, they English are
abbot tze hae their denner."

Immediztely the French band struck up with the Engllsh
Netionel Anthem. The English leeped to their feet and szluted.
One poor fellow forgot to let go of his spoon and was led ewey
with the hendle sticking out of one ear, :

When the band stopped, the bewildered English set down egein,

agein they lifted their spoons when the cry reng out ~ "lHoots
Mon their at it agein, get tootelin ozn yeir hoerns.™
Once more the bend struck upj; once more the patriotic soldiers
stood to attention; two more casualtlfm were tzken swey.

' »
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S50 the process went on for four months until, sterving end
exheusted, the English commander sued for pesce. FHoping to
set an example of good will towards 211 men, Angus geve the
English soldiers a2 free psssege to their homelsnd. THowever,
slow to learn their lesson, the English pursued zn orgy of
destruction on their wey home. Infuriated by this hresch
of faith, Angus gathered his men end set off in pursuit, in
order to wresk revenge on these dastardly people, znd, after
some weeks, ceught up on them in Liverpool.
Unfortunately the Enpglish had menaped w erect strong fort-
ificetions end the Scots could no zch sefely. Once
more Angus'! native guile had to b d upon to save the
day. :
He ordered his men to put their sporrans on their heads and
to hifch their kilts upj thus disguised as the Bootle Femele
Voice Choir, they began to infiltrate the English defences.
HNow ceme the coup de Geul. The Scots approsched =211 the
inhebitants 2nd gave the secret pessword:-

30 deys hath September,
April, May and no wonder
All the rest ezt marmelade
Except Greznny end she
Rides a bike.

This was the asignsl the poor oppressed Liverpudliens hed
been awaiting. =~ They rose as one men, two women and 2
goldfish bowl, ond threw thelr oppressors out of the Irish
capltal
"hey were last seen heading for Welsh Wales, where they cen
expect no mercy from the fierce tribes that live therein.
Angus McGaul was crowned King of 211 Scotia and the territ-
ories on its southern coestline (hitherto known as England,
but now renzmed the province of McGaul).

This hes been 2 shortened version of The Rise end Fell of
the English Empire, tzken from the memoirs of Filed Marshall
J¢ Munre, now residing in Edinburgh.

PR SSO00OlBlt sttt itstidtdsdditsotidbledtstidtdtsiostissssssdesd

After which piece of erudite litersture, ALDION returns to
nowmality. As neer to it s we ever get, thsat is.

Hew Subscribers.

o L e B ks A el - B red

Bdi Tirsen, 48-20 39th Street, Long Islend City, New York
1110k, U.S.A.
i1l Feim, P.0.5ox 281, Mount Eden, Californie 94557, U.S.A.

The tele of Bill's suhscription is perheps worth recounting.
To do thim properly reaquires a bit of bhackground, concerning
he Diplomeey nagezines (other then this one) which sre now
heing run by ANIKS in the# U.3.A. To be safe, ond knowing
the curious nature of the stencil I am working on, we will

stert 2 new pege, to Wit sccecces
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AHTKS Diplomaqy'Magazines.

Although ALBION -leeds the field-in so- Moy different-ways w- oo

er....well, you thiAl of one - it was not the first Diplomacy
magazine in AMIKS. This honour goes to Bob Johnsonts
Diplodeur, currently reporting on two games, but in the process
of expansion, so I hear.

Then came ALBION. We draw = veil over this period of history,
Thirdly, Dick Holcombe's Pacific Diplodeur, which reports on
game 1969 CN, plus a Dourse. o
Bill Heim plays Franghk in this game, and since I have bought
some francs in the T} I confidently- expect him to earry
all before him, ~ °
The following appeared in Pacific Diplodeur vol. 1 no. 3:-

tFor our players still trylng to master the mysteries of this
geme called Diplomacy, I would like to eall their attention to
some of the better ?'zines on the subject.  These are prim-

arily gen 'zines (containing articles related to Biplomacy

rather than games), - .

DIPLOMANIA (Don Miller).

NUMENOR (Rod Walker),

LEBOR GABALA (Jeff Key).

Probably the-best subscrlptlon for the beginner is Don
Turnbull!s ALBION which is written for the neophytish (look

thet up in your Oxford Universal) Dritish scene. DBecause

of postage, he must charge 1 dollar per issue by air, but I'1l

bet he would send you the ten back issues for 5 dollars surface
(6-8 weeks).!

Now, let it never be: said thet ALBION is grasp1ng. Greedy -
yes., Gluttonous - perhaps. Voracious ~ certainly., DBut
never grasping. - How Dick got the idea I cherge & full dollar
per copy I cannot imagine (although it's not a bad idea - wish
I hed thought of it). We charge 25 cents per copy, and for

S5 dollars T would send you the back issues plus a2 dining room
suite, three carpets and the cat.

Bill obviously read this announcement and, like the eminently
sensible pergon he 18, decided to get ALBION. Knowing that
there were ten beck issues, end wanting to get his hends on
them in the minimum time, he sent 10 dollars to me by airi
Thanks, Bill - glad to have you 28 a subscriber. However

you will be pleased to know that, for this cesh, not only do
you get 211 the back issues, but also ‘every issue up to number
kot If we ever get that fer, that is.

Let me relterate the subscrlptlon details at this point. To
British subscribers, the cost is 1/~ per issue. To subscribers
in the USA this rises to 25 cents per issue, to take gccount

of ‘the extra postage payable, particularly for airmeil. USA

“gubscribers get their issues vis Bob Johnson, who has kindly

sgreed to assist over there in an effort to reduce the postage
charges (bulk posting, you see).

I am aware that, even with the relatively high cost of a USA
subscription, ALBION isn't likely to profit. Ah well,

e s iyt T
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On the subject of finences, some reader# have enquired, in

& polite way, just how much cash I am making/losing in this
venture. Well, the answer is ~ I just don't know; I darentt
work out the figures, However you here have an assurance

thet subscription costs, game fees etc., will remein as they

are et present until such time as the whole financisl situntion
is reviewed, and I have some sort of snswer to the above question.
This won't taoke place for a while vet ~ around issue 20-25 I
would think, So you are sefe for mome time. Actually,

in comparison with American megezines, I think I am perhaps
about right for subseriptions; bu rge leoas for geme fees
than the avercge. 8till, it's a Y, and no-one expscts

to profit from a hobby. Merk my words - if it were a
business, you would be rooked..esveesss

MISCELLANY.

The geme theory article does not appesr in this issue, due

to cirsumstances beyond the editor's control. You esn expect
ite return next time - there's lots more to come,

I have received from Fred Davis seme Blight smendments to the
rules of Abstraction. I will not print them nt the mement,
but when we get a full complement of pleyers, T will print the
Proposed emendments snd ask players to vote on them, 88 td
whether they Bhould be included or net. They are miner, and
effect the actual play of the game hardly st all. '

The time is epproashing when we will fun & cempetition if
these pages. Megnificent prizes! \Wateh for future
Bhnounsements., ' . _

It ie rumeured thet Hypertweedle recently visited the USA with
Mr. Harold Wilsen, but foiled ts éateh him when he Pell,
Shamel

Ian Erskine (member of the British Regien of AHIKS) got married
recently. The region boiight & &teinless steel mest plate

to celebrotes Whether he will let his wife use it 28 & meat
plete is another matter = it lesks vemerkably suiteble for the
Btoring 6f game count@rs:e.siseisis o
e8aF Bhe ghme Feortsy we il aiscoutad bntinoflier Diplonacy
miling/interpretation:— the Chenging of the Guered: » w, £ s

Qon . I isue \Eé ffont?ﬁagé;‘,vgnge
again, my thHanks to Melcolm Watson for continuing to arrange
azn interestiirig cartoon each issue. We hope this feature will

The Fench chrtoor for this issue grices t

be permanent.:: "o -

AT L s,

How about this for a variadt ides?  -Fach player plays the first
game year with one country, then the, gamesmaster puts.all.the
names in.a hat and Te-agsigns each player and each country, .
You could end up with the séme country twe years running (or
riore) but the chanceés ‘are you will be veplacing a former eneny.
Changes shoyld occur every game year. Would be interesting,
g¢nd no extra’work for the gamesmaster (but a bit cheotic for
the players!)

>



' REPORT. . ' T ALBION 69/'1 (1969EG) . Spring”1906 Fétreats.
- France retreata F(IOS) to TG ... . e S e

kA

‘Russia retreats AlWer) to Mos. . . RRFRR e
- REPORT. © ¢ o ALBION 69/1" (19693@) Auturin 1906 orders.

Aust.rla (Nethercot) HE A(Vgn) 5"[;3_‘11(15’ . A( TI':L) 3 A(,Ven) ..
. . - .A(Tyr) S A(Boh). - A(Boh) S A(Tyr).
A(Vie) § A(Tri)... :

Englend {(Munro); No orders received. A(Wal) stands.

$1pl) stands. F(NAQ) ~-NWG. .

NEAL) S F{NAO)-NWG. F(NTH) S F(NAO)-NWG,
A(Ruh) S German A(Mun). A(Pie)-Tus,
F(Rom)~Nap. P(TYS)~I0S.

Germany (Newcombe); A(Mun) stands. A(War) S A(Pru).
- A(Pru) S A(Wer). F(Den)-Swe.
- F(BAL) 8 F(lien)-Swe,

)

France (Watson);

Italy (Robertson); - A(Apa)~Rom. P(ADS) & Premch P(TYS)-I0S.
o . F(Tun) 8 French F(TY5)-I08.

Russia (Hancock);  F(NWG) 8 F\Nr*) F(Nor; 8 A(Swe)

| AlGaL)~Tkr. E A{Sﬂe"stands.
~A(BtP)-Liv, #(GoB) § A(StP)-Liv.

: A(Mos) 5] A(StP)-le._

Turkey (Wood); - A(Bul)-Smy.  F(AES). C A(Bul)-ﬁmy.

. - A(AIb) stands, A(Gre) S A(alv). .

. P(I08)=-ADS. Ce e v

Retreats:- The Rﬁssian FtNWG)Nrétreéts to BAS or CIy.
The Turkish F(IOS) retreats to EMS or Apu.

Notation: S=supports, C=convoys. ~  BAS = Barents Sea.
: ~ Underlined moves fail. T :

Builds. . N _
Austria controls: Vie, Tri, Bud, Ser, Ven, No change for 5.
England controls:  JYpX. Eliminated. Removes A(Wal).
France controls: Par, Bre, Mar, Por, Bel, Spa, Lon, Lpl,
Edi,Nap. Builds 2 for 10,
Italy controls: Rom, N#gg,Tun. Removes 1 for 2.

Germany controls: Ber, Kie, Mun, Den, Hol,War.
Builds 1 for 6.

Russia controls: Mos, y;y, Stp, Swe,Rum, Nor, Sev.
Removes 1 for 6.
Turkey controls: Ank,Smy,Con,Gre,Bul. No change for 5.

DEADLINE FOR RETREATS AND, BUILDS. IS:-
Wednesday February 18th 1970.

Carbob copy'notification #8 usual. Remember thzat retreats take
place before builds. .
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69/1 Press Releases.

Austrian News Agency.

~The complete lack of interest shown by the war partles of the

' aggressor states seems to 1ndicate that the: position in- cantraix5 ?“

- Burope has reached stalemate, - One now wonders who is going to - .
stab his frisnd(s) in the back. ' ‘As far as Vienna is concerned, =
we are perfectly willing to’ malntain our present positions and:
“have therefore no intention of advanclng'lnto central Europe. "j‘”
Throughout the country the people have returned to normal living.
and ag the economy has .¢ontinued to expand it is expected that

the budget will give some tax relieﬁﬂ. There is talk of reducmngﬁﬁ“mﬁu"

the size of the armed forces - perhgpk peace is around the corner?
Our war correspondents have ‘done’ llttle but report small-scale L
skirmishing a;ong all fronts,  We think that perhaps a return to
balmler days may wake the contenders from winter hlbernatlon.

In contrast to the turgid prose churned out hy our propaganda
department, we think it is high tzme that the scene should be
brightened by something of a ligh“sr 2nd more fanciful nature,.
- Qur verse propaganda seems to have pessed without raising the

faintest sign of life - obviously :ulscribers are not inelined - .
to be forced into abuse regardless .. the provocation! We have
considered a number of projects, “u. iome seem 1ikely to stir
passions or force the ¥~anch Presii.»: into adl*n - mrother 30
pages to the next editiuvn., To bhe frank we ar.: - - complete
loss. OQur ideas departmen. needs a shabe-up, I+ has been

suggested that the pacific nature of our diplomatic =nd military
moves need be changed. We wonder if the likelyhood of a
revolution in Vienna, or a complete change of policy, will open
the flood gates. Our ears are always close to the ground and

we sometimes think we can hear murmurings from across our borders.
If anyone has any sound suggestlon we w111 try and wake our
Foreign Secretary. '

French News Am.

The return to Parllament after the wlnter recess hag been heraléed;*
by ‘thée usual political shoutlngs and not slow to join in the :
national mud=-slinging competition, the glorious, magnificent,
magnanimous and modest leader of France, Charles de Gaul, delivgred
a speech to the French Natlen.

"Mes Amias", he sald "It is w1th,great joy that we of the French
Government learn of the recent coup d'etat in Turkey. Now that
the warmongerlng Sultan has been deposed, there is hope at last
for peace in the Mediterranean. I am glad to inform you that:
informal talks with King Reshadieh have already started, and there
is good reason to be optimistic.” - He then went on to talk of
Italy. "For some time now it has been French policy to aid our
Italian brethren in their struggle against Austria and Turkey..
We have at various stages saved the nation from total collapse
by increasing the size of our force in the area, But since the
new Italian Government came into power there have been nothing
but set-backs. Under the leadership of that great patriot



Page 13.

Giovanni Lollobrigi our combined ¥ -ces have worked well, but
since he was deposed in such a cowardly manner things have gone
from bad to worse. Italian authorities will not co-cperate
with our military advisers in any way, hence the recent debacle
in the Ionian Sea. I have served warning to the Italian Gov-
ernment that unless she -follows French strategy in future, our
forcee will be withdrawn from the area. I call upon the Italian
people to bring back Lollobrigida."

At this point Charles was seen to turn a red colour and appeared
to have difficulty in standing up to acknowledge the Marseillaise.
He concluded his speed® by acknowledging Austria's plea for

mercy and was pleased to see that Austria agreed with all the
letters that )¢ were sent to ALBION by the De Gaul fan club.

He then disappeared to the Royal Chambers clutching a copy of
Playboy's girl of the month - what you might call a chambermaid.

From the Italian Press.

Inview of the recent movement by the French fleet inte our
beloved city of Rome, a note has been handed to the French
Government asking that immediate withdrawal of the aforementioned
ships must be undertaken, In view of the close ties between
Italy and France, the Italian Government expressed its surprise
at this act of aggression on the part of the French Government,
and warned de Gaul that a state of war would exist between Italy
end France if this fleet was not withdrawn. :

From the German Press.

Warsaw calling! Warsaw calling!

Today the units of the Imperial German army merched intriumph
through the streets. The lighting reireat of the Russian
occupiers left the city in our hands totally undamaged. The
hordes of the Tsar are retreating from yet another victory.

In our moment of victory, we do not forget to honour our blood
brothers and comrades in arms - the sons of the Dual Monarchy.

Our offensives will not rest now that our armies have gained
momentun., The Kaiser personally will review the troops before

they return to undertake garrison duties in.the Fatherland.

Bilow.

We have to announce that no news has been received from TRASH,
the new Turkish newsagency. We fear the worst. - The Ruasian
Press is also silent.
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REPORT., ALRION 69/2 (1959CF). Autunn 1902,

Austria(iWood); F(Alb) S Itelien A(Tun)-Gre. A{3er) stands.
A(Gal) 5 A(hud)-Run, A{Zud)-Rum,

England (Hancock);  A{Lon) starnds. F(Mig) S F(Nor).
F(Nor) 8 F(NTH). F(H)_S F(or).

France (Evans); A(el) stands. A(Pic) stands.
A{Ces)-Spa. | F(EHC) stands.
F{HAQ)-IRI..

Germany (Stusrt); A(Hol)-Kie. - F(Kie)-Hol.
F(Ske)wNor. F(Hel)~NTH.

o A(Mun)-Tyr. -
Italy (Watson); A{Tyr) stands. A(Tun)~Gre.
. F(I0S) ¢ A{Tun)-Gre. F(EMS)=Sny.
Russia (Robertson); A(Ukr)-Wer, F(Rum) S Turkish A(QMul).

P(GoB) 8 A(Swe). A(Sev) S F(Rum).
F(StP-iC) § German F(Ska)-Yor.
A(Swe) S German F(Ska)-Nor.

Turkey {Thomas); F{8my)-AES, A(Gre) stends,
A(Bul) 8 A(Gre). A(Con)-Ank.
F{3LA)-Con.

Retreats:-~  English F(lfor) retreats to BAS (only available space).

Notation: DAS = Darents Sea, 5 = supports.

Underlined moves fail. IRL = Irish Sea.
Austris controls:-  Tri,Bud,Vie,Ser. ~ No change for L.
Englend controls:-  Lon,Lpl,Edi ,fg¥. Removes 1 for 3,
rance contro)_.s:- Par,Mar,Bre,Bel,Por,Spa. Duilds 1 for 5.

Gerneny controls:-  Ber,Nun,Kie,Den,Hol,Nor. Tuilds 1 for 6.

Ttaly controls:- Ven,Rom,Nap}Tum,Smy. muilds 1 for 5. .
Russia controls:- Mos,War,Sev,3tP,Swe,Rum, No change for 6,
Turkey controls:- Con, B yAnk ,Bul ,Gre. Renoves 1 for 4.

DEADLINE FOR WINTER 1902 BUILDS/REMOVALS.

Wednesdey February 18th 1970,

Cerbon copy notificztion as ususl.
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69/2 Press Releases.

From the German Press. .

The Kaiser is nesting in Holland where he is vainly searching for
the legendary bird the 'Ally', sometimes known as 'The Truthful
Friend,' His conviction is firm that the bird will be found in
the North Sea / Heligoland area.

Whilst the Kaiser continues his birdhunt, the Chancellery in
Berlin issued the following statement, concerning the attire of
the Pictish peoples.

"There should be no controversy about Knickers and Long Under-
pants by the Italian people. These garments have nothing to do
with any Russian code., It is realimed that the Italjan psople
may have little knowledge of these garments - after all, the

most famous Italizn of them all, Malcolmangelo, dresses the nether
regions of his masterpieces in the vine or fig leaf.

"Greek soldiers wear an informal ballet skirt with white tights -
not a kilt, _

#The kilt is a Pictish garment, derived many long years ago by
that famous warrior, Malcolm of the Savages, Allah's deputy on
earth, possessor of lLong Underpents, Boaster of the East and West,
Lord of the Most Happy Kilt, Dispenser of disquiet on earth,
Chiller of Beer, Refugee in Cheshire.

WThis refugee first wore Long Underpants to keep the celd away
from his kmocking Knobbly Knees.  To hide his skinny legs he
covered himself in woven heather, which also kept away the cold
{pronouncea 'kold' or, in the heathen, 'kiltt).n

This stztemeni was issued to put an end to the unfair Italian
correspondence, privately received by the Kaiser, and to let the
people of Europe realise the great effort made by the German
people to curb the southern Europeans, These southerners must
be brought to understanding of the true facts - of Kilt, Leng
Underpants and Knickers,

From the Italman Press.

In response to Austria's recent claim that the Italian people

are helping her in a war against Russia and Turkey, I have been
called upon by the Government to clarify the position. So now
when I sign my name I put 'Upon to clarify the position Watson'.
Having got that out of my system, I confirm that a treaty is in
operation between our twe countries whereby Austria hms agreed

to aid the Italian people to regain her lost territory of Greece,
In return for this help, we will return the compliment at a later
date.

For security reasons no further details can be released.

Julius Caesarian McWatson, Governor General of Constantinople,

From the French Press.

President Snave had a very enjoyable holiday in Vienno and
Trieste this Spring. "Such quaint, friendly Austria-Hungarian
cities they are" he is quoted to have said. He might be a little
bit annoyed if they are not so in Autumn as well,




Page 16.

From the Austrian Press.

Obviously the present situztion in the Balkans snd South-East
Europe is very uncertein. Who is allied with whom? Initially,
Russia and Italy were prepsring to 'earve-up' (to quote our
Russian friend) Austria-Hungary, but the Turks wanted a share
and matters became involved,  So, now we have Italy a2llied with
Russia and Austria, Russiz allied with Turkey, who is at war with
Italy and Austria, who are 2t war with Russia, 2nd so on.
According to some sources, Russia, after safeguarding Warsaw
from Austro-Hungarian dominesiion, will invede eastern Germany.
Count Molochite thinks this is unlikely until (and if) Ivan the
Terrible (were you Ivan? No I was terrible) has disposed of
Austro-Hungary.

Onto more serious things; no printable suggestions have been
received advising our inventive leader on the use of his newly
invented atomic rowing boat. In answer to A.L.{Reading):-

'llow dare you, sir? What good would it do there?!.

Count Molochite seems to have lost enthusiasm for his boat in
favour of his latest creation, the atomic-powered computer;
specially invented for writing press releases to ALBION. Now
you know who wrote this drivel.

From the Russiesn Press,

Completoly astounded at the recent Austrian declaration of
war upon dinther Russia and Turkey, the Russian Government is
today making ongquiries »s to what incidents caused the Austrian
Governmint o issue such an unexpected and totally unfounded
statem:nt. It is obvicus to everyone of the free world that
Russis hes firmly stood by her treaties with her neighbouring
countries, and has undertaken no aggressions against friendly
nations. Quite the opposite, in fact, as all her troops have
been withdrawn from the frontiers, and are positioned only to
act as 2 defence in the case of an unprovoked attack, such as
is threatened by Austri=a.

In view 3f these serious threats {rom a hitherto sane and
sensibie¢ #1ly, the Russian Government has no option but to
order hz. armies to such territories as may best defend the
Motherland, in the event of Austria actually carrying out her
threat. The Government pledges that our forces will still not
cross into Austrian soil, and is in the meantime attempting to
bring about a suitable reconciliation with the Austrian Govern-
ment.

I X O O X I 3 O A 3O SO O 2O R R O OO0 X X000

What's this? Page 16 and the magazine is coming to an end
already?  Patience, folks ~ the preparation has been more
chaotic than ususl this time, and we still have an article to
g0. Iis 1s & curious coincidence - I had intended reporting
on this situmation before the orders arrived, but when the 69/2
German orders came in I saw that they included F(Xie)-Hol,
A{Hol)-Kie. This situation is not permitted~it is called......
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WTE CHANGING OF TWa GUARD.

JPLER -u..---s.....-

The rule hook stetes, quite explicitly, that two units each
ordered to the sprce occupied by the other =sy not move.

On the fece of it, this secema a sensible ruling, since two
armies, ecch trying to move into each otherts position, would

50 clog up the rosds etc. that movement would become impossible.
However some :ight say that, if such movement involved an army
end & fleet, then the exchange should be allowed, since the army
would move overland and the fleet by sea.

However it isn't 25 simple as all that Clearly the concept
of 2 fleet 'controlling' a corstal provlnce is &n ehstrect idee,
and one which in reelity represents e fleet controlling a coastel
province by virtue of an sssociated marine landing force, VWhen
moving to en adjacent arez, the landing force would obvicusly not
embark on ships - they would march overland up the coostline;
hence they would interfere with the novenent of an army coming
in the opposite direction, and the rule is thus seen to operste
vwhatever combinetion of srmy/fleet is used.

ALBION hes never permitted the Chenging of the Guerd, although
soe wagezines have done s0, at one tiue or another. ‘The current
feeling, at leest in the important magezines, is thet it should
not be 2llowed, and we concur. Apart from enything else, the
rule boolk seys it is not permitted.

An interesting side-issue is that the following set of orders
might be allowed:-

GEDMANTY: A(Tol)=Kie. F(tel) C A(Hol)-Kie. A(Kie)-Hol.

Tiis set of orders would apprently succeed in msking the exchange,
since one army is deliberately ordered to trevel by sea, and no
difficulty in overland transport should erise.

Now hzre is ¢ difficulty, es far as ALBION is concerned at least,
EREON would allow the above set of moves to succeed; DIPLOMANIA
would net. I don't know how other gomesmasters deel with this
situation, so will have to rule without consultation with others
(for & chenge). And I don't reeslly see enother way round it
then:- In ALGTON gomnes the exchenge of positiona hy convoy will
not be zllowed, After sll, the rule book spys that exchsnge of
positicus by =ny nethod is not allowed,

Of course, as soon 28 we stick our neck out, zlong comes the
chopper. Consider these orders:-

FRANCE: F(SpawNC)~Por. TF(Por)-Spa-5C).

This is known as the COASTAL CRAWL. And we will have to allow
it., If you think sbout it, an excheange of position is nat
involved at 211, since & fleet in the south coast of Spain controls
the north coast but cennot enter it directly. “herefore the
Coestal Crawl is an exception, in the eyes of ALTION, to the rule
regarding change of position (exchenge, rather) since in our view
no exchange reclly tckes place.

John ticCellum tells me thet no instaunce of the coastel crawl has
ever arisen in 2 geme, anyway, 80 the point is rsther ecadenic.
I'11 vet one of the Aritish players uses it, though, just to

put me on the spot,
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And here's another one, while we're on the subject. /
In neny American geies (211, as fer es I 291 awere), = player
who hes 2 unit to retrest sfter being displeced ney either
retreet it or eliminete it instesd. The diszolicel ides

behind this is clear -~ if » player is in troudle =% howue, and

& unit reuote from his hone country is reitresrted, he nigrt wish
to eliminate that unit end, when the build sesson cones round,
huild it 2gein in 2 Low: supply centre, giving hi: the support
wiere he reelly needs it thus, in 59/2, Taglend hes just hed
her Horwey fleet retrected o the “ervents 3er, while 2t the sene
time the French ere creepitig up the IrisH Hea, “Tae finglish
nlayer would obviously like to elinminete the ex~‘Torwey Tlest

erd huild in Liverpool, csusing the Freach to think egein.

Sowpver I cen find no justificetion for this zction whetsoever
iy rule hool. The rules on retreat merely ssy thet the unit
is elimineted 1T tliere is no place for it to retrest to, »nd
this is not the cese in the present instence. Therefore,
however such the English pleyer in 49/2 uay wte we for it,
ALYICK stends fira on the point. A retreeting unit can only
be elizmineted 1f there is no suiteble sprce to which to retreect,
entt in no other circunstances.
I know we are going to get in ftrouble sbhout this. ‘Thet aeppens,
for instence, when two units belonzing to different countries
heve to retrest and there is only one spece zveilahle to hoth of

them? Cnly one cen zo there, the other heing elirineted. “ut /
which does which? Wletll tackle that one when it arises. ‘ut

we stord firm on the original gquestion. Of course, the aglish
plever in 59/2 could not use this tectic even iT 1 were +to =1low
it, since ne hes lost & supply centre cnywey. Miet!s hefore T

cet » vitriolic letter.
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And so we cone to closing the slirmier ALJION for this tine. A
ve girid earlier, subscrivers shouldn?t dewend ¢ refund on the
grounds thnt this issue is smeller than noriael, since next issue
wvill be becl to around norwel sirze,

In the next issue, we hope to be printing the rules of o new

husiress ooe, invented by Rene Nokin, £ new nenher of the AVIKS
1r1t_u3 region, "Mis ceanot in anv sense be cnlled o Diploiecy

verient, but 1 we sre to run 2 postel geme, and we liope to doso,
then ALDION is the logicel placo to do it.

Also, next tive, we will heve the next article in the serics on
Uene fheory, which provises to he even nore aifiicult te follow
nen 2ny before, "Je 2lso hope to he ahle to gnnounce the wlevers
for the Abstraction veriant.

“le how hove o difficulty - whet to do with the haclk prge of this
iszue, o cartoon is sveilahle, so we'll hoave to think of
sonething else, A 3till from "Flesh' perheps. Or souething.,

See you all rnext time. j







