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Number 9. ALBION _ December S5th 1969
KXALXAXXLXK T e e

ALBION is a Journel ‘of postel Dlplcmacy, edited and published by
Don Turnbull & St. George's Avenue, Timperley, Cheshire, England.

Game fees for all ALBION games are ennounced at the start of such

games. - To nonﬂplayers, ‘Bubstriptions are aveileble at 1/- per
issue (British Isles and Irelgnd), 25 cents per issue (U S.A. and
elsewhere). Both figures are inclusive of postage.

All—for-ell trade with other postpl Dlplomacy m?gaz1nes is select
but encouraged '

ALBION records the progress of postal Diplomacy gemes taking place
within the British Region of AHIKS, or within the area covered by
the British Region, AHIKS wmembership apart. |, American pleyers may
vaerticipete' ih certain gemes which rur bn longer deadlines than
norrial; - AL3ION 69/3, the Hyperspace variant, is such a game, and
three p051t10ns are still open for pls yers.‘

DIPLOMACY is & geme manufactured 2nd sold by Gemes Research Inc.,
43 Wereham Street, Boston, Mass, 02118, U.S.4. For availability
within the ?rltlsh Tsles consult the edltor\ (Round Christmas
time most 1arge toy shops are stocking the game, so try locally
first).

‘ vaer by'George.forster,
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We regret to onnounce thab, due to circumstances entirely beyond
the control of the ALRION staff, the Race Relations Board znd the
Upper Wapping lLedies Sewing Gircle,. this issue .of ALBION is the
largest ‘to date, with no less than 32 pages plus covers. Within
afora-said covers you will thus find the most remzrksble collection
of sheer lunzcy ever .agsembled. in composite. form. Someone should
lodge a complzint.

Talking of the Race Relations Roard, we had thought of startlng a
column entltled 'It Could Only Happer In England’, but-decided
agrinst it. ~ You see, the first item under -the headlng would
recouitt the story'of a resident of- Yorkshlre who advertised in
the newspaper “For & housckeepek. Hot that there is znything -
unusuad in-that, but he specified that the applicant.should be
a Scot, so that he could have some porrldge properly cooked
Qur friends the: KRB went up. in the «ir =bout..the ﬁdvert.‘. How
dore he speclfy_the nhtlonellty?° -Didnt t. he realise ‘that this
wes discrimination??? The matter. W3s even mentloned in the House,
that august ascembly of JA7 gentlemen who determlne grend Dritish
5001al ﬂnd economlc strategy. ' R

fmerican ree ders e 1y thlnk thls is- Joke in the best trgdltlon of
ALBIOHM.  Not so, folks - 1t's absolutely true, which says some~-
thing'(l'm not -sure what).” But - it’ could only happen in Engl

Which fills: ap the first. page nigely. . Now for the otner 31,
Pleasant reading!  Aind 3 places still unfilled in 69/3,.....,




PaE, 2 @
"'New Subscribers.

I was able to blackmail some new subscribers at the regional
meeting, and extract from them vast amounts of cash, Add
to the list of subscrlbers.-

~ Sheils Mlnlon. 7 Beeley Close, Allestree, Derby DE3 2PY.
Eric Slack, 26 Hartcroft Road, ‘Bestwood Park Estate,
Nottingham NG5 5JF

I will be prlntlng & complete subsclber and trade list 1n the
next issue, or the one after.

. I have also had a request for information from a writer in
South Africa; his lettér followstw

Dear Mr. Turnbull, ..:

I redd your 1etter in DIPLOMANIA 26 with great -interest.
Recently I became a Dip fan and in £act I am playing in QAC
being run by Don Miller, However as you can well imagine
this is prov1ng & trlfle expensive, what w1th all mail belng‘
by air.

You are the first UK Dip fan I've hezrd of, and T wonder - is "~
there any organised postal Dlplomacy act1v1ty in the UK?
Magazines et¢?  If so, can you put me in touch with them?
Play through the UK would perhaps be much cheaper.

Diplomacy is almost totally unknown in S.A.

Well, Mr. Ackerman, you have written to the rlghh ‘place.

We have postal Diplomacy in the UK via ALBION, although

I wonder whether the word 'organised’ applies° I sent

you a reply to your letter on November 27th, enclosing "
also a copy of a recent back issue of ALBION. Unfortunqtely
my wife sent this by surface, instead of by air, in error.
Therefore you will get this issue by air, plus a copy of the
letter I sent before. Hope you are 1nterested in joining

us in Hyperspace.

Accounts.

I collected & blt of cash here and there at the reglonal
meeting, and hope I have not forgotten anyone. As I see
it, this is the state of affairs for the two current games.

John Minro has not paid the extra fee for 69/1; everyone
else hhbs, Afraid that I will have to extract cash from
John's" postage account to make up part ‘of the deficit.
John - this is the last issue of ALBION you will receive;
you also owe me 2/4d. please.

So far I have only received one game fee paymént‘for 69/21
this is from Bob Thomas, who has paid the game fee plus
3/- for back issues plus & 1ssues postaga. ‘

I hope I have the facts r1ght here <« perhaps someone else
paid for 69/2 at the regional meeting, and I forgot to note
it., Please advise if you feel you are belng twisted,
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American Subscribers.

To date, ALBION has been sent to Bob Johnson by Printed
Matter airmail or Small Parcels airmail; Bob has then
distributed the copies from Whippany. The single exception
has been John McCallum in Canada, who has had copies direct
from me, it being thought that this would be better than a
re-mailing arrangement via New Jersey.

Discounting trades, which go to Don Miller, Rod Walker, Terry.s
Kuech and John McCallum, we have the following subscribers in
the U.S.A.

Dick Holcombe. * Paid 1 dollar.

Bob Johnson. *

Jeff Key - sorry, this is a trade: delete from here and
add to the trades list above.

George Patton.

Charles Wells.

Names marked with a *; I think we will soon be trading with
Bob and Dick, for Diplodeur and Pacific Diplodeur respectively.
Therefore I can't comment on their subscriptions until the
details are sorted out.

Similerly, Charles and I have some financial messings-about
to sort cut, since I owe him for copies of Lonely Mountain,
he owes me for back ALBION copies etc. etc. Again we'll
leave this one until details are clear.

I"inally, George Patton is probably going to be playing in
69/3, when it starts, and therefore will be getting a game
fee over to me soon. He can add to this the amount he now
owes for bhack issues.

The postage bill for Airmail, by whatever method, is getting
rather large, and T don't really think we can stand the strain
for much longer. Therefore I propose the following:-

All trade coples of ALBION will go by surface mail, commencing
with the next issue.

A11l subscriber copies will go sirmail, unless the subscriber
concerned tells me that surface will do.

George's copies will continue to go airmail, since he will
soon be participating in 69/3. The same is true of Bob
Johnson.

I hope this is a fair and equitable plan. Certainly I must
cut down on the cost of overseas postage, and this seems to
be the best way to do so. I woitld welcome your comments on
these proposals.

Sorry to keep changing the system, and hope you dcn't mind
the new arrangenents.

Christmas mail being what it is, it mlght ‘be January before
this issue gets across the Atlantic. With this strong
possibility in mind, the entire staff of ALBION wish to send
their very warmest greetlngs to our American subscribers,
with good luck and good cheer for Christmas and the New Year.




Page b,

New Magazines, New Formats.

Everything seems to be changing nowadays, including the BXEX#L
Aexdeh 14 iy

HE! the magazines of Rod Welker and Jeff Key.

Rod Walker is now publishing again, after
the recess caused by his removal to southern California.
However he is not just producing EREHWON, but a composite
issue, with the assistance of other fellow publishers. My
latest copy consists of:-

BERESOVIA .... editor Rod Walker.
BLEFESCY eess editor David May.
COSTAGUANA .... editor Conrad von Metzke.
EREHWON .0es editor Rod Walker.

The whole is published under the encompassing title NUMENOR.

The first page of this new publication contains the following
recommendation: -

"We heartily recommend this journal as an enthusiastic supporter
of the moral and ethical virtues championed by the Borgia

family for generations", Joan 1I,

Rod - I hope we still trade on the same basis? One rubbishy
ALBIOHN for the composite NUMENOR?

Jeff Key has also made sowe changes. Originaliy he edited
THE VOICE. Now he has expanded, and I recently received not
only the most recent copy of THE VOICE, but also new magazines
entitled ANTARA and LEBOR GABALA. (Wish someone would tell
me what these names mean).

As usuanl, 1 was a bit slow on the uptake, and wrote asking
Jeff what sort of trade agreement we now have. Jeff replies
that he will now trade LEBOR GABALA and THE VOICE for ALBION,
which sounds very reasonable to me. ANTARA contains games
only, whereas LEBOR GAEALA is a 'general' Diplomzcy magazine.,

Dick Holcowbe has now started in publication, and sent me

the first issue of PACIFIC DIPLODEUR recently. This carries
one game only at present, plus a Bourse. (Yhy didn't we get
a Bourse goling over here??? I'm not sure what Dick's plans
for expansion are, hut will keep you posted. The game is
heing played by nembers of AHIKS Western Region.

My bookshelf is nearly full now, and some more room will have
to be found as my inost modest collection of Diplomacy magazines
increases in size.

One thing -~ I don't have to leave extra room for magazines,
letters etc. from Poultron Press. For a company which is
apparently in the market to meke money out of games and maga-
zines, they seem remorkably coy in answering letters or in
£illing orders, Isn't the new decimal coinage good enough?
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As befits my new status as a regular member of the NIFFF Games
Bureau, I recently received a copy of THE GAMESLETTER volume
4 no. 17, which contains the following comment on ALBION.

"Opinion. We chose ALBION as the first Diplomacy gamezine
to be covered in TGL because it is an outstanding example of
what a good Diplomacy gamezine should be -~ a small number
of games, well gamesmastered, with ample space for press
releases (and corresponding response from the players), and
a good amount of general material, including material on
rules-interpretation, reader feedback, information on what's
going on elsewhere in Diplomacy, and the like -~ not to
mention a schedule which the GM/publisher keeps to.  And
ALBION, with its reprints of U.S. articles, is doing a vital
service for the newly-baptized British Diplomacy audience.
In fact, ALBION, although only four issues have been
published to date, already ranks with the best being
published in the U.S. today. (It's our favouritel) We
wight comment here that ALBION owes a good bit of its
success to the editor/publisher's sense of humour -- as
evidenced by the very clever covers based on an outline

map of Great Britain. Well done, Don Turnbull.!

Well, what can I say? To have this sort of comment from
anyone is praise indeed, but to have it from Don !Miller,
who publisheus, not one but many, magazines, all better than
ALBION, leaves me speechless. Many thanks to you, Don,
and I hope you continue to enjoy ALBION., I must add that
the success of ALBION has been the result of much enthusiasm
from all the readership, particularly those who started

the ball rolling in 69/1. Look at the articles, for
instance, the cartoons produced by Malcolm Watson, the
press releases, I am merely the typist who puts into a
magazine the combined efforts of these people, and without
this terrific support ALBION would have died long zgo.

1T can't even claim the credit for the front cover; I
gave a vague idea of the concept behind the magazine to
George Forster, who produced the cover and instructions
as to what to do with it. (27?)

Players in 69/1 will find themselves listed as associate
nembers of the Games Bureau in the above issue of TGL.
The reason is simple; players in a FFF magazine become
agsociate members for the term of the game. There is no
fee to pay {correct me if I am wrong, Don), nor need they
join as regular members, although of course they will get
much benefit by so doing. Membership details are on page
2 of ALBION issue 2.

Readers will know that I intend reviewing Diplomania,
Diplophobia, and the other magazines produced by Don Miller
in these pages. However I am reluctant tv do so until the
back issues of DPMA arrive - Don sent thein ages ago but the
post office hides its secrets well. I hope something will
have happened by the time issue 10 is ready for printing.
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I also want to review Lonely Mountain, Cherles Wellg!
magazine. Charles has sent back copies of this to me, hut
to date I only have four, and would like to wait until the
rest arrive before reviewing,.

This post business is getting to be no joke. I know other
people in Great Britain are wondering whire overseas mail
has got to. At present, on the way to me, are back issues
of Diplomania, back issues of Lonely llountain, back issues
of Panzerfaust and goodness knows what else. Things were
never iike this over he-c before they got the computer in
to deliver the mail. Not so attractive as the postman
was, elther, or so uy dearly beloved tells me.....

Enough of griping. Two letters have recently been received
at the ALBION offices, First, from Bob Johnson.

"Dear Albany,

Hoo boy, what makes you think T won't demolish you in Hyper-
space? You know not the ways of the sneaky House of Johnson/
Burgerson/?

** Rumours that the gamesmaster lives in Switzerland, and can
be attacked through Hyperspace, are tot.lly untrue. Vhen
last heard from, the ALBION gamesmaster was reported alive
and well in Transylvania, living with Hypertweedle., djt**

WIin my riddle, you know I dig Asimov. His robots make great
gamesnasters, but I do not think the Italians would get
Munich. Remember support is not cut except by an attack
from the side, and Munich did not attack from the side. And
I thought I was a bad GM. Shame ! Arte Johnson would have
to say "'Goodright, Lucy, I have seen a very boring durmmbheit.?

** guite right, Bob. I only answered that way to test you.
(?2?) But, if Munich attacked Ruhr, and only the French
were attacking Munich, then Miller's rule would operate, and
Munich would be dispace¢. OK?  Why not the same when more
forces attack? Munich has shown its intention of vacating
the space, hence should be eliminated, slthough no-one moves
in. How about that one, then?

P.S. Waat's a dummheit?? ** 4jt

"Jou are doing good work on these rules problems. I would
like to suggest that we keep it up, and then come out with
a finalized set of rulings / clarifications that are AHIKS-
recognised and used by all AHIKS ‘zires, Huh?

"Please note that my reference to 'damned literate Britons!
slurred you and not the fine chaps in jour games.

** So that's it! Some day I must tell readers about the
right honourable Winston firench-Smythe, who plays Britain
in Diplodu~r II. This gentleman is of the old school, and
wastes pages of Bob's magazines by dis . -ursing on the bad
masners and un-British behaviows: of the jiayers for Germany,
Italy and France. It's working, though - eh George? djt**
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"New Albion (vol. 20 Page 148 of the 1960 edition of the
Encyclopaedia Americana) lying between New Albany, Indiana
ond New Amsterdam. The name given by Sir Francis Drake (qv)
in 1579 to the western coast of North America, when he landed

at Bodega Bay, 40 miles north of the present city of San
Franeisco, and of which he took possession in the name of
Queen Elizabeth. Beron Friederich von Humbolt (qv) and
later writers restricted the name to the region between San
'Franeisco and what 13 now theé northern boundary of the State
of Oregon. . ' oo

. #Subsequently, in 1634, the term New Alblon was applled to -
that region on the East Coast of North Ameriea (Long Island,
and the territory now included in New Jersey, Maryland,
Delaware and Pennsylvania) which constituted a grant made
by Charies I to Sir Edmund Plowden and others as & county
palatinate.

"Aind my wrists fall off. I was actually referrlng to Drake's
New Albion, which name had been in use subsequent to 1634,
I know. Gorblimey.

**On this basis, Poultron Press are operating solely by the
permission of the British.  WHY DON'T THEY REPLY TO OUR
LETTERS, THEN???  djt**

n1970° w111 be an interesting year for Dlplomacy playera, ‘as
Profésser Reject Fuzztoad has delivered a series of articles
on the playing of Diplomacy and whlch will appear in the K -
the big X. :

"1 am tired of writing to you and I still have to do aD
- Dey move. Shellacking time is coming.  Bob.

** Thanks for the information, Bob., Curiously enough, page
148 of volume 20 of uny encyclopaedias deals with that other
foreign place which was. created by the British, Scotland....
However, on to tha other letter, dgt** -

"Dear Albion (or olde Albany)

From the mighty typewriter of Bob Elliot comes some: poils of
wizdum. -Aside from the confusion I am able to wrought, it
gives an excuse for not writing people I owe letters to, but
am ashamed to write; but I shall, so give up not your hope.
I say, English brethren ..... have you noticed that djt does
not even deign to report on the Dlplodeur? . Can it be that

- he is acting the role of slbberdegullxon° ’

**T have been trylng for ages, but can't get the cantathropan

" grommet quite in-place. In ALBION I report on magazines which
contain more than just games, not merely the moves: -and assoc-
jated press releases.  The reason is simple - the review is
intended as a guide to British recaders ~i. may be-interested

in subscribing to one of the larger, mc - «incral magazines.

_ Therefore quite a number of gamezines ar.:.. 't rez.lly  appropriate;
Astra, SerenDip, Vimy Victors, Glory Road etc. are other
examples. No offence intended by the omission. OK? djt**
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"Now ALBION joins Miller's Games Bureau Diplomacy Division --
commonly. called the 'dippy ward!....look that up in your Funk
"and Wagnalls. Now he is forced to trade with all sorts of
- zines. Hotcha. ; S

*$Not so. ALBION trades with the magazines choser by the
editor; we are not forced to trade with anyone. For one
thing, we couldn't afford the postage which is why we have
had to run away from a few trades in the past. VWe believe
that our trades are uniformly excellent magazines, and gain
considerable benefits from membership of the NFFF Games Bureau.
In addition to which, we obtain much interesting inforrmation
from the Games Bureau which is not Diplomacy-related. d&jt**

"ATLRION lies -- it says it records the progress of PBM Dippy

gares within England. Diplodeur II takes place in England

if only in part. Ak, I must tell you folk of the deceiving
ways of gamesmasters.

**ATBTON records the progress of postal Diplomacy games taking
place within the British Region of AHIKS, or within the area
covered by the British Region, AHIKS membershlp apart. That
ig just what we doj; we didn't say no-one else did it - we
just said we d&id it. OK?  4jt** :

"Monstermind - who writes the Game Theory articlejy it is
interesting. Can it be reprinted in the Big K? Will you
explain your article to me? What good is it? What good
are you? What is it that has four flies and wheela?

**inpwers in order. 1. Prof. Erasrus Thing, a good fiend
of mine. 2. If Bob Johnson wants it, yes. 5., Read the
darned thing, 4. Ditte. 5. Apply the wife. 6, Tais
is obvious - it is a circulating male quartet. djt**

At this point the letter tails off; we presume that the
writer eventually ended up ¢hewing holes in the .furniture,
if they allow him any. However the letter does clear up
later on, and a couple of problems are proposed, as follows.

nIf F(ENC) C A(Bre)-Wal, and F{Lon)-ENC, does the convoy
succeed? Why here again we can see a unit do double duty,
becausé the fleet in -he Channel both defends and convoys.

* Now isn't that a bit of a miracle?

- ** Not 50 - the rules are quite clear on convoyé;‘ " A convoy
only fails if the convoying fleet is dislodged. Thus the
move from London would need a support to disrupt the convoy.
After all, from the realistic point of view, the fleet doesn't
actually do'Lhe convoying - this is dene by troop carriers etc,
while the fleet protects the convoy. ' Have you ever heard of
a couple of divisions of army troopﬂ c3wW‘1ng on hoard a
battleship? djt**

"ow let me offer you a nice one wil.oa. AT Italy
A(Ven)-Rom, F(Nap)~Rom. Turkey: bkEYS) £ itadian F(Nap)-Rom,
F(108)-Nap. Where does F(IOS) land up? -
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No answer to that one, eh?" weil, read on and you will learn,
Mr; Elllot. . C ‘ L S

' DIPLOMACY RULES DISPUTES eto.
_f (Reprinted from BROBDINGNAG, by k1nd permlssmon of John McCallﬁm).
_ No. 74 The self standoff,

'"Turkey has a unlt in Bulgarma and’ another in Smyrna, but has no
other units in the vicinity. There is a hostile fleet in
. the Aegean, which may be expected to make a strike at one or
other of Bulgaria, Constantinople o1~ Smyrna ~With only
~ two forces to defend three centres there is one chance in
three tliat Turkey will guess wrong and leave utridefended the
space which the fleet tries forj; the consequent=loss of a
supply centre must be disasttous. .
A comonly used defensive maneouvre is for Turkey to play
both the Bulgerian force and the Smyrnan force to Constant-
1nop1e. The units stand each other. off and, at the same
time, stand off any unsupported énemy wmove: to Constantinople.
As they then remain in Bulgaria and Smyrha, ‘they likewise
prevent any capture of these centres. ~ Two forces can thus
defend three spaces.
Some players of the so-called realist school have objected to
the move as it corresponds with nothing which occurs in real
war., However most magazines permit ity and it is used .
fairly often when a player wants, for whatever reason, to
prevent another player from enter3r5 a certaln space but
does not want to enter it himself..

.4 .

**Note that this tactic is permltued in AT.BION: games. - As
far as the realism goes, to compare Diplomacy with real
warfare leaves meny more gaps than just this one - how about
& fleet contrelling.the whole of Spaln, for 1nstanceQ dgt**

No. 8. _The self standoff countered by hostlle support.

Quite recently Hank Reinhardt, playing -in Lonely Mountain,

has developed a counter which is sometlmes effectlve aga1nst
the self standoff move. '
In the example given in the last section the attacklng player,
let's call him Italy, might guess, that Turkey would use the
self standoff move, . Instead of attacklng any of the’ three
centres he might play Fleet Aegean support Turkish army.

- Bulgaria to Constantinople, thus ensurlqg that the mo¥é would
succeed. This would, of course, not glve him any of the
supply centres, but it might. help h1m in one of two ways:

1. Italy might be brlnglng up other' 'forces for an attack on

" Bulgaria. Moving the defending force out of that centre may
help him on the next geason's play.

2. The Italian player might not covet By of the three centres
but he may want to ensure that Turicey s o Have Constant-
inople open for a build. His mc.o ﬂlog~ -
It has sometimes been suggested trat suppoL -’ a foreign
unit should only be effectivs I The player belng supported
states that he wants the support. Such an interpretation
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would, of course, upset the counter-move, I think that
there are serious objections to 1ntroduC1ng such a prohlb-
ition:

Te With the lack of communlcatlon between players, and even
between allies, and the general sloppiness in writing orders
which is prevalent, there would be many cases of welcomed
support stultified through failure of a player to inform his
ganesmaster that he expects such and such allied units to
support.

2. The rule book exp1101tly allows support without consent
of the supported player, in the case of units left standing
- by a player who leaves the game. There is another argument
for allowing the move.  As the realists used to point out
the self standoff move itself has no close analogy with any-
thing done in actual war - it is a case of taking advantage
of the wording of the rulebook to achieve a wanted result,
If the defender is allowed to use the letter os the law in
this way, the attacker shoulid have the same privilege, and
there is certainly nothing .- the pres.s - rulebook to
specifically prevent th-

Now, back to Bob Elliot . sucblem.  LJusi who is Bob Elliot,

anyway? Can anyone en. . l“en v - aim {nr preference?)
Clearly the Italians, i~ rzg =wozoly kewe used the self
standoff to defend Napies, Ruue L2 ' venize with only two

mits. The Turkish support of 0 Jauies move is the
Reinhardt gambit in use, and the 'sve Naples to Rome is
OK since it has a support, Therefore Naples is free,
and the Ionian fleet can enter.

Quite simple, really, when you have John McCallum to explaln
it for you.

Talking of John, I had a letter from him the other day which
containg many items of interest., I reproduce the relevant
portlons below: -

WThere is no doubt that the idea behind Dlplomacy has a
strictly limited appeal. There are many people who would
never be at home in the game, Women, mostly, don't like

it. This is no slur, The reason they don't like it is
that they are too loyalj they are willing to fight for their
side but don't like the treachery which is inherent in the
game, De gustibus, and all that.™ .

**Ag the only current female subécf{ber to ALBION, perhaps
Sheila Minion would like to comment?  djt**

"You quote Brobdingnag on the suk’~~%t .- -41i0's rule apnd
then suggest that Boardman may heve < 0537 "o mind since
then, On the contrary. DBoard=: . or7.in ".v uled in the
gsense that we now call Koni.nw's vnle, L. lzov. Koning

~adopted his rule in the fir. ,’:ace largely in order to bring



: fair chan T2 they will:

re impossible Tor us Lo risk tnder that rule. although
; woudg: hmbgan paa:i.ble under an 18-cpntre or an
T oice published the suggestion tia
t o havd an 13~force wils | that
“ tgm-rémt of a mistake on

. -added that tha dist:[ﬁeﬁion hdaf' tr!.ﬁal Tt is by nc means
s -?"Eﬁnal: L can haw ‘aserious foeeh@ engd MW i

U Mhgnie yod- “forthes. le‘hm and. the! cmts, Jéhn, T mugt
- confess to Teeling eli

Lightly. bc%amdem mrrm‘btd with
some of the more erudite: Seompl ',',imafthism,

the hands of the exports, end I \mmnt. oemmghsh
novices feel the same. 'Ah'well's giw 8 &-ooup

L J96FS, or so a.t;é. we wi;lluo@ateh up.

1z WP‘-‘&B lof w hm’:‘.; “bgon. :‘m Mm, them'a a
gat & thmabing after the pudding' _

read this ﬁrst (Xt you gee w_hat I mean).




The goodpmf.hemkindly supblied us wi:

homework set last time, which we give belsw, - However, take
_100 lines, all of you = at the time of preparing this page,
'no homework has been received frém eny of youl Ve hope that
some contributions will arrive before printing date, in’ which
“ caBe ‘they will be accopnted later. ' Anyway, for those who
tried the homework, but failed to-send.in their sclutions for
faar of repr;sals fram teachmr, herb sye the answers,

.. Y7 h} 'Eaay oné,’ this, for a starter. There is a
R I 3 eaddle. point, 8t Blue 1/ Red 2. Therefore
- - players should use these strategies, and the
_ value of the gama is &k (%o Blue, of course).

i |

2. 7  Astute readers will realise that this is the
e ) 5 same as number 1, except that one payoff has

: been changed, which has the effect of removing
the saddle point. Therefore we require a
mixed-strategy aolution.

Blue playa in rat1o 13 1. " Red p&ays in ratlo 15, . Value £ht.

3. 19 0] Mo saddle point, so another mixed-strategy
I WAPY. B solution, which is easy enough to find by
' B normal méthods.

Blua playa in fat1o 2: 3. . Red plays in ratlo 2 1 Value £6.

4, An interesting point of philoaophy arises here - who is
Jim*s opponent? Certainly not his wife, since they are usually
fond of the guiet life. If we must personallaa the opponent,
call him (or rather 'hexr'} Mother Nature. = If you don't want

to be so polite, call him that unknown fiend who always mekes
sure you get such dates wrong. Obviously the stragegy to be
used by this opponent isn't of much interest to us, insofar

as we can't control it anyway.. Anyway, we will list this
unknown opponent in the 'Red! poaition, and’ give Jim's
strategies down the left hand side.

Setting up the matrix as a&vxsed, we get-

N Nature o
Datt risht Date wrang

.?ann Naeaga E,Q,;‘ ;w'ﬁ"ifg bﬁy e
how Btrong hia parsauonzoua _mpu;g.. Expenaive but safol



1 : : - but we chose
thz #alueg nf_\;:,_ths maifa ip, mt@r a._n _arb g way. . bmat

- o ﬁiiﬁ %f,m m m‘tmameme you

e subisct - ';mﬁ-amminmmonmff
valm?g _wiﬁ: %.ﬂiﬁw_ 3:‘&5’0:‘ {mm‘h hﬁ&n “the. mt‘a tam

mtg'i;kb%ad in the. nhang °q____f Ji;n*s deeis-\
toamarmmghiamfe'

Read ofi}'ye sfFifig husksnds, aid disemr m"m:-"m
close you are to discovery. o et

wehavé poseéthaﬁt&eeutm Wgﬂmomhtgatmng
date? mal& ‘induce unwatited puspieions in Wre: Jim,-and hence
“the ‘vaTus of ‘that sutcome should be - loas than: m, m’-3
for example. , The matrix changbs a8 ﬁnm

e ¥ml | m ummt m gone,
hehiisr t”‘ mmmimaﬁ thia

Horal ey you ot t6° feoi a‘bouﬁ‘ ?i&’ii ths t:r;dst* boy, get
© rid of the wﬁefmt, I |

of‘ queetmha "& m& 5, Hice"b'arw mm ia do.‘mg Baie good.
Now, to continue the series.
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_ We have now dealt with 2%2° “f é8 an& thart seéms to be mome
1ittle hope that you have 8o fhr followed the reasoning with
pome accuracy and intereat, The next step is to-consider

- vhat are known as 2xm games, in which one player has but two

' : strategies open to him; and the other more. than two (m standing

“for ‘many', by a cunning plece of reasoning). - However I
g:think it's perhape a hit early to go into. this, since I am
' sure you would like some more examples, particularly of a more
pructical nature, on 2x2 games. before proceeding further,

This is therefore what I will do, having talked myself into
it. 1In this section we will deal with solutions to a few

' practical problems. First, however, a word in your ear,

 us a&x ‘that you think’ ‘holding

Some of the examples that follow you may dismiss as trivial,
others you mey call artificial; these properties are a
patural consequence of the mimple level at which we are at
the moment logking at games, If all games in real life
came out to be 2x2; then there would be little need for
game theory, mince, as I remarked earlier, the detection

of a saldle point, particulurly, can be carried out by
purely intultive means,

I can assure you, by way beth of reassurance and warning,

- that we will meet more realistic problems as we progress up
the ladder of complexity, - By- thoir very nature, however,

they will be more difZicult.,

Without further adoe, then, let's get on with 1t.
Example 8, Simple Diplomacy p

You have a unit adjacent to two areas of particular interest
to you. You:would like to move to area A, which is not a
supply centre, since that would give you a fine position for
future development, However an eénemy has a unit which can -
alec move into area A, or into area B, which is a home supply
centre under your control.  Apart from retaining its supply
potential, you dontt particularly want to go for B, but you
aren't sure what the enemy will do - destroy you nice tactical
position by standing you off in area A,: or destroy you totally
‘by pinching your supply centre.’ .Identiiy yourself with Blue,
and try to formulate a matrix. _ '

On the whole, area B is more zmpartant to you than is A. Vhat
about the relative worth? Well, this is up to you, but let

ng B is three times more valuable

" to you than holding A." Let us 8180 sdy that if you and the
eneny both ordér to the mame plnce (creating'a stand-off), you
can count both. i and B.as Temaining in your control.

‘Therefore, aaaxgn a value of 3 to B and'1 to As . If yﬁu keep

* - ‘both,: hy a stand-off, the walus to you is the sum of these,

e, By qu out thnamatrix. uhich ahenld ook 21ike this:-



'Tm m.aadﬁle mﬂat’. |
“that the value of the

This at least is something; & rormal cautious player would

tha ruulta £°x

. Blug Wﬁ are- een.t 9;11: on. a partlcular recurrent mimon
.in: pairsy, one: actnally. ¢ the

guaie 1ien somewh
of the row minima (3) and the suslles
‘ordar taﬂ'mdm%lfﬁ&mhcm&mnlmai 3.

“"'-:_‘.Using gaie theory ean fwise his expectation higher.

Your stratag:os: difterenoe in’ maffn !or atrategy Ais 3,
and difference in payoffs for strategy B is 1. ~ Theréfore
you should play A:B in the ratio 1:3(1.e. you: should defend
the su%zpi?‘ eenm three ﬁ:im ont af mry taur m sitmtion
arises).

Eneny. stmtegies. d:.fferénce in payotfs fdr strategy A is 1,

- and ‘differenoce i payoffs for strutegy B is 3. - Therefore
“the éneity” Mn play A1B in the ratio 3314 i.ee he should

attack the sif
occurs.,

The value of the game ‘
Your mix against enemy A Iiﬁldﬂ..:.,,

Your mix against enen@ B yieldsf L

¥ centre Genee dn-every: ,fm timpa the mblem

Enemy mix agas.nst youx A yiolda::f-"

Therefore the value of tm gam is 3%, m - n;o:msl

player mnmha'-mmt with 3 by going for the - supply
. -cantie antl;a!e Yo :

. hassimyaﬁtheaxtm

11;, an edge which cannot e ignoreﬂ T

Before the naxi sgample, let me state that I havo put down
the caleulation- mui.red to cotplete ‘the solutich 'of the game

and to oanfxm i;;;a vaﬁ.m, qml}' to remind you of the proceas.

the Gataﬁeﬂ mleuhtim vi}.l

‘boub ':andfkha_ qth_er the

misecellany of gear.: d for such

.- radar Jamming equipment,. ﬁeﬁfn and damcing girls in case

of being shot down. - They ¢ s fly in such a formation
that bomber 1 gets far more protection from the guns of
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bombor 2 than bomber 2 derives from bomber 1. ILet's attribute
this to a permanently drunken gunner.

The Blue high command is rather ooficerned lest Red fighters
shbot down the bomb-caPfrier; they are rather less concerned
about the fate of the dancing girls, ‘blue films etc. in
the other bomber., The question is « should the bomb-carrier
.- be placed in the better-defended poaition? Being ignorant

. of game theory, these poor nuts have always beon putting
_the bomb carrier where it ia batter pratectad ' Let's see

if we cen help them'a bit. ’ '

Let us say that, in: thn~avent of an attack, the chances of

a plane surviv;ng the attack are 50% if in the less protected
‘position, and 7% if in the better protected position. The
strategies are:~

Blue 1 = homb—carrier in more protected posxtlon.
‘Blue 2 = bomb<carrier in less protected position.
Red 1 = attack more protected position.
Red 2 = attack less protected position.

Obviously, if the bombucarriar is not attackad, they regard
the outcome as 100% success, since they douldn't care s hang
for the other plane., Who'd join the air force?

Lay out the matrix thus:-

Red
1_ 2
1175 100]
" Blue :
: 2 [Noo 50

Now, work out the result, - There is no saddle point (how
could there be, with this sort of problem?) and therefore
we look for & mixed strategy solution.

It turns out that Blue should play his stretegies in ratio
50:25, or 2:1. By coincidence, Rad also playa his strategies
in the ratio 2:1.

The value of the game to Blue is 3522-1~3§199 833 %.

8o, if Blua uses a chance device, and game thaory, to select
the pasitlon for the bomb~carrier each time, he will get

the bomb past attacking fightere 8%3% of the time, instead
of getting pest only 7% of the time if he merely does what
is apparently the logiesl thing. This improvament is nearly
10%, and is not to be #neszed at. =~ .

Note an interestlng di#ferenee between this exampla and the

previous one, about Diplomecy.  ~In: this case Red prefers to
attack the more protected position (in- watio 2:1), while in

the last he attacked the non-supplyscentre uiﬁh preference,

in the ratio 3:1. Reﬁafkﬁble, eh? el
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Problems Set 2. . . - .. . .. ] e

1« Bert, in asddition to his other claiﬂs to fame, has a
raviahzng girl-friend, They meel every Friday outside the
‘Rialto Cinema at 7 p.m., and &pénd the ‘of “the swening
in sinful Behaviour in-the hu&k ruw, wheﬁ thay are both old
enough to know be%t&r. S

Come winter, and Bert’ 13 raced uith a pr¢blem._ If he arrives
late and she is early, she will get very cold and wet waiting
for him, and the evening will not be up #o its usual pleasant
standard. However if he arrives early and she’ is late, he
will have to pay extra for the car park, or drive round the.
block countless times, fighting trufflc and cunsuming large
_quantities of” cigarettes. '

anstion .should Bert-aluaxa.arrive eariy or aluays 1ate,
‘or mix the twe? His girl-friend is most unpredictable

in this respect (neme one that ien't)., However he has
the consolation that if they both ‘arrive early, or both
arrive late, the peyoff will be a nice secure O.

This gives you two boxes in the matrix. Your problem is

to assign reasonmble values to the other two outcomes and

solve the problem. Noté that the two other values should

‘both be negative, since the figures reprbaent, in some

obacure way, the loss-of joy to Bert, : N ‘/

2. Arthur is a bright young man with some commercial
flair., He has obtained permission from Manchester United
foothall club to set up a stall outside the ground on
match days, and he may eell broken béttles and/or pesnuts
to the customers enter:ng for an aftérnoon's enjoyment and
light relief.

If the weathey is fine, he flnﬂa he can aall 500 broken
bottles and 100 packets of peanuts, Iﬂ the weather is wet,
on the other hand, the customers' ardour for rioting hams
baen somewhat Gamped ‘end he ‘sells only 200 broken bottles.
However wet weather seems te- induce a apate of eatlng, and
‘peanut sales soar to 700 in the wet., - | _

Unfortunately, whenever Arthur has some atock left over,
aud gang slways wreck his stsl} end maké eveérything unsell-
able, &lthough for some curious reason-they don't touch his
cash, Thns. evarythlng not sold is coﬁnted a total loes,

Arthur has 52?% he can invest in this p&oject each week.
Your problem is - does he always buy hoping for fine weather
or for weather, or doés he nix-his strategies?  Broken
“bottles cost 1/- esch snd sell for 1}5&, and peanuta cost

6@ per packet and mell- for-1/3d.:

 You will.haﬁ% ‘to find the profita: aetuallyfmnde for each
outcama, énter them into s datrix, and solve. - Hope you ~?
can find & way of making bome cash Tor the Iad :

_____

Best of ‘luck. Prof. Eraswus Thing. -
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REPORT, ALBION 69/1.
There was an error in the report for Autumn 1904, Amended

moves are:=-
Ttaly: F(108)=-Tun. All other as reported.

Austria: F(AES)-IOS. F(Tun) S F(AES)-IOS. Others as reported.

The Turkish fleet in Tunis is eliminated. Tunis now under
Italian control.

Italy builds ....-......--.--A(Rom).

Turkey buildB ........-......F(Smy).

Russia removes .seesesssssesssF(Rum),

REPORT. ALBION 69/1. Spring 1905,

Austria (Nethercot); A(Pie)~Ven, A(Tri) 8 A(Pie)-Ven,
A{Tyr) S A(Pie)~Ven. A(Vie) 8 A(Tyr).

England (Munro); No orders received. A(Edi) stands.
France (Watson); F(Cly)~NWG. F(NTH) S F(Cly)-NWG.
F(TYS)-Tus. F(WM3)-TYS.
F(NAT)-MAO. A(Mar)-Pie.
A(Lon)-Yor. A(Ruh) S German A(Mun).
Germany (Newcombe)j A(Kie) stands. A(Ber)-Pru,
A(Mun)-8il. F(Den) S F(BAL)-Swe.
; F(BAL)-Swe.
Italy (Robertson); A(Ven) stands. F(Apu)-ADS.
: . A(Rom) S A(Ven). F(Tun) S French F(WMS)-TYS.
Russia (Hancock); A(Boh)-Gal. A(Pru) stands.
A(Swe) stands. F(GoB) S A(Swe).
A(StP)~Nor. F(Nor)~NTH.

FP(NWG) S F(Nor)~NTH.

Turkey (Wood); F(I08)=ADS. F(AES)~I08. (no such unit).

A(Ser) stands. A(Gre) stands.
A(Bul) stands.

The Italian A(Ven) is displaced (attack with two supports,
defence with one support). It has no place to which to
retreat and is hence eliminated.

Notation: S = supports. Underlined moves fail,

Deadline for Autumn 1905 orders:-

It's not worth setting a really short deadline and trying to
get the next issue mailed before Christmas ~ the postal
authorities will snooker that idea. I can, however, try to
do this is everyone is agreed on a short deadline. Therefore,
if orders are all in by TUESDAY DECEMBER 16th, I will report.
If not, the official deadline is Tuesday December 3Oth.
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PRESS RELEASES - 69/1.

Berlin.

As reported last t;me, a Ruseian espionage network has been
uncovered, snd the Imperisl German Government have decided

- to 1ift the Press ban hitherto imposed.

The demise of our Anglo-Sexon allies and blood brothers left
us with no alternative but to reach a working agreement with'
our Gaulish neighbours. All is well in the vineyards of
the Rhine now that French and German crush the grape in
fraternal harmony.

The German troops are undaunted at the stalemate on the
Russian front, and see this as a moral victory to their
efforts in holding at bay eastly superior forces. Unfort~
unately the inferior equipment and incompetent political
direction of the Czarist Government is hampering their
efforts, and will lead, we believe, to their ultlmate down~
fall,

Bulow.

From the Italian Press Agency.

ROME: Today, crowds of citizens flocked to St. Peter's
Square to celebrate Mass for the glorious victory over the
foolish Turks in Tunis., Church bells rang all over Italy
in celebration of this great and glorious triumph. No
reports have come in as yet as to the actual details, but
it is obvious. that the battle was won by the tremendous
fighting powers of our gallant sailors.

Two days ago, a howl of protest was hesrd from Italian and
German voices, as the unscrupulous Gnomes of Zurich once
again tried to wash Italy down the plug-hole.* This time,
however, they were foiled in their underhand attempt to
destroy Italy as a nation. In & message to the Italian
people this morning, King Umberelli XXXXIX stated that,
although Italy was faced by the armed might of Turkey and
Austria, and was worried by French probes in her rear, she -
would fight on, against all her enemies and the gamesmaster,
and still emerge triumphant, in spite of Tall the dagtardly
plots against the beloved 8011 of free Italy.

*iJe interrupt the Italian Press release at this point to

explain the referencee to an Italian victory in Tunis. The

details are given above the game report in this 1ssue on
page 19, djt*

TUNIS: Cheering, clapping throngs of Tunisians lined the
streets today to welcome back the gallant Italian sailors

who had freed their country once again from the threat of

the unspeakable Turk, Off the shores of Tumis, a mighty
battle raged between the massed forces of the Turkish Empire
and the gallant Italian 215t fleet, supported by one or two
French frigates, which kept well out of the way of any fighting.
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As ghip after ship of the vaunted Turkish Navy struck her
colours or disappeared into the depths, cheers rang out from
the watchers lining the coast. - The complete Turkish f'.:et
was annihilated, with the loss. to the Italians of only two
small rowing boats. :

VENICE: Today, this city iz in a gay, light-hearted mood, as
news that the Austrian army had marched into the trap speclally
prepared“for'it'reached us, The stupidity of the Austrian
commander in moving his troops into Piedmont is unbelievable.
However, plans for its annihilation have been put into motion.
The French army is approaching its rear, the French Navy is
occupying Tuscany and the German army is attacking Tyrol

from Munich. All that remains is for the ltalian armies

to march north from Rome and Venice, and sweep the native
Boil of Italy free from all foreign invaders. This should
show the world that Italy will never be conquered, and that
the deceived Austria should realise that she is only being
used as a pawn in Russia's and Turkey's game.

As one looks around this areas of the Mediterranean, where

are the Russian troops?  Attacking Germany. Whexre are

the Turkish troops? In the Balkans or in the Aegean Sea.
‘Neither of these two countries is assisting Austria in any
way. When are the foolish Austrian people going to realise
that their future can only be saved by an alliance with
Italy, and if she persists in this foolish alliance with
these two countries, there lies ahead only her utter des-
_truction as-a nation? :

APULIA: The gallant Ttalian fleet, which has been receiwing
" stores here after. its successful annihilation of the Austrian
fleet some months ago, today put to sea, this time to carry
the war into Austrian soil. Its exact orders are not known
as yet, but it is obvious that our ships will be able to
attack Trieste, and retaliate for the unprovoked atrocities
carried out by the barbaric Austrian troops in the Tyrol,

at present temporarily under the heel of Austrian tyranny.

DAILY SCOTSMAN: News of the intervention of the Russian

fleet in the internal affairs of Scotland and France has
aroused a. feeling of the deepest indignation amongst all
Scots. Thousends are enlisting in the Scottish Republican
Army ., and many more are flocking to the standards of our

ally, France. Crowds demonstrated in front of the Russian
Embassy in Sauchiehall Street, Glasgow, Today; chanting

" No home Russkies" and "Wha gar meddle wi' me."” (Translation:
"who has the appalling audacity to interfere in the purely
internal affairs of our Scottish country?" '

The -last remnants of the Engllsh army are still holding out
in the Castle, the pub just off Prince's Street, Edinburgh,
but they have been forced to retreat to the cellar, and the
news that the lounge, smoke-room and public’ bar had been

liberated was received with joyous cheers from the eagerly
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~ . tine~, thirsty crowds outside. = T~ (lzte, the only Sco*s
casualties are fourteen dead-drunk, three half-se ..-ovex.

and one rushed to hospital with alcoholic poisoning. ¢
was later discovered that he had consumed a bottle of Irish,
instead of Scotch. Report that to the Race Relations Board!

From the Russian Press Agency.

The Tzar sends greetings to all his friends in Eurcpe and
gives the festive season a good start by throwing a real
huge orgy at & time and place known only to the Tzar. (I
wish someone would tell me).

He also hopes that the French don't get their feet wet
during the present Russian fleet maneouvres beginning in
the western provinces. Still - they should be able to dry
out in the highlands of Scotland.

Meanwhile the German hordes will, no doubt, continue in
their futile ventures in the north. Maybe it would be a
good time for them to go home and brew some ale for when the
French and Russians come visiting.

THE SIGNING OF A TREATY OF NON.AGGRESSION: Following the
recent commencement of hostilities with the rest of Furope,
nations have been flocking to the fold of the most gracious
and divine Tzar, Recently a non-aggression pact was signed
with the Turks, and the surrender of Bulgaria was one of ~
the conditions of the treaty.

Elsewhere the Italians are obviously becoming alarmed at the
growing strength of French forces in the Mediterranean, since
she is now urgently seeking a meeting with the Russian
ambassador in London, which at the present time is the only
political contact. However it is felt in Moscow that no
alliance will come out of any discussions even if they take
place.

From the French Press Agency.
FRANCE DECLARES WAR ON RUSSIA!

An esnnouncement was issued today from the Palace de la Bastille
by that eminent statesman, Charles de Gaul, Emperor of all
France, Duke of Liverpool, Viceroy of London, King of Turkey,
Protector of Spain, Portugal and Belgium, Liberator of Tunis,
to the effect that a state of war now exists between France
and Tzarist Russia. He said: "For years we have tried to
reconcile ourselves to the fact that Russia would reomin a
tyrranical state where only the parasites who curry with

the despicable Tzar can hope to have a happy life. We have
been prepared to follow a policy of frigidity towards this
terrible land, refusing Lo antagonise her since she is such

an obvious warmonger. We have seen hér rape Norway and
Sweden, invade Germany, Bulgaria and even their allies in /
Austria-Hungary. We have swallowed our national pride

when she joined with Turkey in her attacks on French and
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Italian integrity. We have not even taken action against
her for her threate aimed at intimidating French policy
towards England. - However the time has surely come for a
change in policy towards that Russian Bear.. Despite
warnings on outside interference in the Scottish question,
the Tzar saw fit to give aid to the English forces in
Edinburgh. This of course cannot be tolerated, and
consequently I have no option but to inform you that a
state of war now exists between the French Empire and the
province of Russia."
He went on to talk of the rest of Europe. "French forces
in the Mediterranean sre to be run down now that Turkey
has been driven out of Tunis. Austrisrfungary has come
to an agreement with regard her forces in Piedmont, the
war between herself and Italy now having ceased and both
c¢countries now intend to run down their forces to a peace-
time level!,
The Emperor concluded with his usual trlck - balanc1ng a
pint of Youngers ale on his tongue while singing Annie
Laurie to the accompeniment of the Black and Blue Minstrels.

From the Austrian Press - a selection of Comment and Trivia
from the Hapsberg domains.

From Auntie Fitz, air corre5pondent Maid and Waitress Weekly.

The Austrian Ministry of Transport has not yet released
details of its new heavier-than-air machines. But news
reaches us that the sole Europesn manufacturing rights
of Wright Brothers America I.td have been secured by Count
Oftenoff and a group of fellow husasars from the Royal
Horse Establishment at Budapest. Contracts have been
placed to secure a considerable quantity of large rimless
eyeglasses, Such a highly significant development leads
us to think that horsepower is shortly to become airborne.

Extract from 'Slav the Slav', a comic revue at the Trieste
Empire Theatre.

1The Austrian army has continued to advance on all fronts,
the Italian forces crumbling like an old fruit czke. The
sudden and heavy ¢ollapse of the Tyrolean front, after
years of fighting, underlines the basic malaise which has
rotted the soft core of the enemy military junta. And
everyone knows what happens to a rotten junta. It is time
for o change in the tide of Italian affairs. There can be
no doubt that the French will throw away their Italian allies,
like a pair of old boots or last week's fish and chips. The
only hope for her is to come to terms w1th Austrla or
Turkey. : :

From After Dinner Speech by Radsbul Vlndqlk (Deputy Premier).

"It is assumed that the French government have now decided
to join the journalists' union en masse. They obviously
have nothing better to do all day than write daft articles
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for practice, Anyhow ~ hats off to mon brave Gene-o*,
His imagination is as brilliant as his strategiec [msighi.
Let no one be led astray by the ridiculous statements.
emanating from the Paris .wine shops. We must be on guard
and place our trust in the magnificent fighting qualities
of our soldiers and sailors. let us mmdse our glasses
to victory - Vive the forces of freedomi"

From the 501ent1flc Serbo-Croat, by Professor Knutt.

At the last meeting of our Society I explalned in some
detail the reason behind the social.and economic collapse
of the Ttalian State. My goed friend and fellow-scientist
Cosmo Cornflakio has recently crossed the Adriatic to seek
political asylum in our country, That such u noted auth~
ority on Venetlan cut glass should have made such a heart-
searching decision is irrefutable proof that scientific
endeavour and research continues to be suppressed by the
present Italian regime. We ¢ffer Cornflakio the full
facilities of our little Institute;  perhaps one day he
will be able to return to hls beloved house boat on the
Grand Cansl, .

From the Vienna Times Military Correspondent o Somewhere.
In The Alps, ' :

No-one is under any delusions about the mganitude of the
tasks ahead, The Austrian Army has already overcome not
only its enemy but also the fierce reasistance of natural
forces, Jumping from peak to peak the Alpine corps.out-
flanked the feather~bedecked Itslian mountain troops time
after tire, Chraging up and down mountain sides takes
a'lot of doing, and we are all locking forward to the flat
racing season whicH is due: to gtart any day now. Once .
we reach the plains we expect to gather a bit of speed.
Supplies could present difficulties, but the seizure of
the best truffle-gry. ing areas means that food no 1onger
presents us with a serious problem.

At his press conference the commander of the XIX corps
listed the immediate needs of his scldiers. ' Some break-
down in communications was to be expected since no-one . .
had anticipated such a sudden and rapid advence., It was
now up to the authorltles to- get a Weave On,.

A Secret Agent

"I met him in a sewer. ' He was small, neatly dressed, and
wore a carnation in his button~hole... "What are you doing
in this sewer?", I said., He replied -~ "I am peeking infor-
mation about the silence of the Austrian Press.'"  'Oh, thati’,
was my retort, "Fhat is because they have been on hollday
and engaged in other activities.," My inteérrogator winced,
"But they have no right to let me down like that." 1 hit
him on the head with my new alperstock. He slowly crumpled
to the floor. I remgved the carnation and gently kicked
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him into the swiftly flowing effluent", |
Let that be a lesson to those who ask dangerous queations.
The Laird of Knockyhall, an anthology of contemporary verse.

Hoots mon, wi.all mi warfty muckles krinky krroks y wee vwherries
Clan McCoy .'1} whip the Frogglas frae Tllymoggy t' Nucklebar.
Claymore, pikes an' goolie nerries

Send tey packin' tae Lochinvar.

Gorbals krinking nerer wisky water
Lock yon childers an ye dorter,

Send they Frenchies all a packin!
S5lit their gizzards for t' slaughter.
Set hi glens creekin!

Wheir uld crones peakin!

An doags lie sleepin! -

..........'.'.'..I..

**At this point the manuscrlpt comes to an abrupt end., Had
we not liownr otherwise, we would have thought the wrater to
be the incorrigible Bob Elliot. djt**

From the Turkish Press Agency.

The French aggressor has once again used her might by bullying
Germeny into the role of a puppet state. This action can
only be deplored and surveyed with growing interest by the
remaining Buropean States. It can now be disclosed that =
France made a gimilar 'threat', and subsequent 'arrangement'
with England before the demise of the latter. It is

ocbviocus from the Turkish point of view that M. de goalkeepwsy
has his evil eye on the eventual conquest of the whole of
Europe.

The pact between Italy and France must be regarded as un-
breakable; however it is rumoured that both leaders still
display their national costume (the kilt) at all sittings

of the government. The NANA hopes that both government's
official buildings were well built, and that all the doors
fit properly. However nothing can stop the draught coming
from each other's mouth,

We now turn our attention to the new game, ALBION 69/2.
Prese releases are, thankfully, shorter for this game, and
we hope that this will continue, since the publication of
ALBION on the right date depends to a great extent on the
amount of typing which has to’ be done at the- last moment.

This should not be taken as a. dlscouragement - press releases
of any length will be printed subject to the usual conditions,
However the request that releases should not. be made unduly
long in future should be taken by implication.. .
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REPORT. - ALBION 69/2. Spring 1901,

There has been some confusion among the players. I thought
that David Wood was playing Austria, but he apparently didn't
think so. The player for Austria will continue to be listed
as David until such times as he lets me know his position;

in the interim the moves for Austria will be conducted by a
reserve player. All diplomatic correspondence directed to
Austria should be sent via the gamesmaster until the problem
is sorted out. I hope David will let me know how he stands
in this regard as soon as possible, so that the reserve player
I have pressurised into substituting for him can thankfully
drop out.

The players.

Austria: David Wood, 60 Woodgate Avenue, Church Lawton,
Stoke-on-Trent ST7 3EF, Staffs. (See above).

England: Chris Hancock, 17 Mallard Road,; Chelmsford, Essex.

France: Ray Evans, 12 Mareth Road, Bedford, Bedfordshire.

Germanyt  Bob Stuart, 3 Millwood Road, Orpington, Kent.

Italy: Malceolm Watson, > Bawthorn Avenue, Tlmperley,
Cheshire.

Russiaz John Robertson, Upper Dunglass, Arbroath. Road,
Broughty Ferry, Dundee DD5 1QN,

Turkey: Bob Thomas, 155 Coxford Road, Shirley Warren,
Southampton S01 &JX, Hampshlre.

The moves,

Austria (wWood); F(Tri) stnads., A(Bud)-Ser.
England (Hancock); F(EQi)-NwG. F(Lon)-NTH.
France (Evans); A(Par)~Pic. A(Mar)-Bur.
‘ F{Bre)-MAC. :
Germany (Stuart); F(Kie)-Den. A(Mun)-Ruh.
: A(Ber)-Kie.
Italy (Watson); A(Ven) stands. A(Rom)-Nap.
F(Nap)-I10S.
Russia (Robertson); F(StP-8¢)-GoB. ~ 4(Mos)-StP. -
A(War)-Ukr, F(Sev)-Rum,
Turkey (Thomas); F(Ank)-BLA. ‘ A(Con)éBul.
A{Smy)~Con.

Deadline for Autumm 1901 orders ~ see the paragraph below -
the 69/1 report. The next issue of ALBION will only be
printéd on the earlier date 1f orders for both games have
been received at that time. " 0therw1se "the " deadllne goes
back t6 the later date, and copies will be Bent out early
in the New Year.
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London.

Recent notes received from most heads of State indicate that:
the commencement of hostilities is rather close. In fact
recent exchanges with the Tzar of Russia have been in what
can only be described as fighting talk.

Her Majesty's Government has stood firm on the questlon of
her territorial righkts in Norway, however she is remaining
as neutral as is possible in such a fervent European climate.

Parls.

In France's leading newspaper, the Daily Looking~Glaes, there
appeared, between the 'Dead Letters' and the football pools
forecast, a short article in which the Press were invited to

ask queations of the President on the recent military manecuvres.

The Drawzng: "Why was it necessary to move troops so suddenly?"

President: "You may be sure that the movement of troops to
certain areas was not ordered without deep regret, After
much diplomatic activity, it was found imposeible to come to
any sort of agreement with a certain power, therefore deeming
it necessary to put up a show of force."

The Sentry: "Could you please tell us what was said in the
official communiques - and why the deadlock?"

President: - “Sorry, but I cannot dlsclose information that
was given in confldence."

The Clocks: . "Could you at least tell us what power or powers
brought about the deadlock?"

Presldent-' "No I cannct," |
The Moon: "What’lf ‘the power you have in mind invades France?"

President: .MI hope and pray that no such eventuality occurs,
but if the worst comes to the worst, the French forces will
drive out the - 1nvader, but will not herself cross the frontier
into forelgn territory." : ,

The Normal: - "But what good will that do?“

President: "It will show that France still strives for. ‘peace,
and is still willing to come to some sort of agreement or
settlement, so long ag it is not to France's dlsadvantage."

Timbucto Gazette: "And what would you say to the invader if
he still intends to bring about. the defeat of France?"

President: "Cingle!® (Bonkers).

As the President rose to take his leave someone 1n the Preas
gathering asked whether France has any alliances or padts
that could influence events at present and in the futurej
the President is reported to have replzed "No comment "




Page 28.

Note: the French Press comment was feported to ALBION by
Raymond Loubet, French Press-hound extraordinary.

Berlin. . :
Yesterday the Kaiser spent the day resting. (Not neating).
From the Russian Press.

(New York Daily Worker). A special communique from our
correspondent in the Balkens announced today that Bulgarian
troops fired upon Turkish troops and attacked and destroyed
three Turkish villages near the border between the two
countries., As a result, Turkish forces are being mobilised
to meet any future attacks, and a strong note has been handed
to the Bulgarian Ambassador in Ankara, - Seemingly, it states
that, in the event of any future aggression against Turkish
s0il, the Turkish Government will have no other altermative
but to declare that & state of war exists between the two
countries,

The unrest in the Balkans looks like spreading, as rumours
have it that Austria is secretly backing the Bulgarian
attacks, in an attempt to create an internationil situation
whereby she can regain control of the various neutral
countries in that area.

Apparently, the only stablising influence in this tense
situation is the fact that no-one seems to know what Russia
will do. As is well known to all our readers, Russia has
always regarded herself as being the protector of the Slav
peoples in the Balkan countries, and would most likely
attack any of the two countries who commenced hostilities.

(Berliner Zeitung). Today the grand end glorious plaus of
our beloved Ruler, Kaiser Bob, were put into motion. The
long-desired second reconquest of France is now well under
way. Once this ancient enemy is trampled under the bhoots
of the victorious Cerman army, then will come the turn of
that upstart and swinish nation, England. To this effect,
the ship-building at Kiel has been increased, and it is
hoped that, with the addition of such other territories

as our armed might will conquer, we shall be in a position
before very long to undertake an invasion of those dastardly
islands.

Although we have an agreement with England, this is only a
scrap of paper and can be torn up at the proper moment,

when we can unleash our glorious troops upon the fiendish
English. -

Hoch dem Kaiser! Hoch der Tag!

OFFICIAL PBDCLAMATION.

Let it be known that our Great and Glorious Ruler, Ivan the
Aweful, Ivan Robertsudski, Tzar of all the Russias, Father
of His People, Saviour 0f the Motherland, has viewed with
regret the preparastions for war now being made by his
Cousins of Western Europe.
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In compliance with various Treaties at present in existence
between our beloved Russia and other States, our Most Noble
and Exalted Tzar haes ordered sll troops at present stationed
at or near the frontier to withdraw further into their Mother-
land, thus demonstrating, once and for all, to all the peoples
of the world, the peéaceful intentions of our ‘Great Nation.
Henceforth and from hereon, the Great and Magnificent Russian
forces will only act’in defence of their Homeland, or in
defence of the countries with which a Mutual Treaty of

defence has been agreed. No Nation in Europe has to fear
any unprovoked.attack from the Armed Might of Russia.

God Save Petrushka! God Save the Tzar!

Signed: Ivan Awfulhope, Grand Premler of the Dumas.

Moscow.. Our peaceful nelghbour, Sweden, having been algrmed
by news of an English Fleet setting. forth to invade Norway,
has today asked our Government to prepare to assist them
against an attempt by any foreign power to overthrow their
democratic and peace~loving Government. As a result, our.
Fleet set forth from St. Petersburg and entered the Gulf of
Bosnia, where it can aid the gellant Swedes should the need
arise, -

Ukraine, - Units of ‘the Black Seas Fleet, at present stationed
in Sevastopol; arrived in Rumania for their future part in
the festivities shortly to be held to celebrate Rumania's

25 years of freedom:. - Already the Rumanians are making our
gallant Russisn sailors .extremely welcome, and arrangements
are being made for an indefinite stay in this most hospitable
country. A request for some army troops to take part has
also been received, and, as a result, units of the army now
stationed in Warsaw have started to move through the Ukiuine,
en route for Rumanla.

St. Petersburg. Rumours at Court have been spreading through-
out the past few days to the effect that the decadent Austro-
Hungarian armies have attempted to interfere with Turkish
internal difficulties recently caused by the unprovoked

attack by the Bulgarian troops on their neighbours, Turkey.

It is also rumoured that an Austrian Army has entered Serbia,
If this is true, then our Government must view with displeasure
any attempt to overthrow the pmesent status quo in the

BalkanS. . . .

From the Tﬁrkish‘Press Agency.

(Reuters, Constantinople). The fear is gaining ground here
that with the assassination of Arch-Duke Franz, the heir to

the Austro-Hungarian Empire, waer, which has hitherto been
restricted to the Balkans, will spread further afield. Already
there are reporta being received of partial Ruseian ‘mobil- :
isation as they get ready to support the Serbian Government
against unreasonable demands being made by the Austrians.

These demands are only being made, it is announced, because
Germany has promised support in the event of any Russian
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intervention in the dispute, and because Austria wants to
extend her Empire to include the Slav states in the Balkans.

However this npening move could start off a chain reaction
that would be difficult to stop. TFrance, it is said, is

allied with Russia and will come to her aid in the event of

war, Italy could take advantage of Austria's preocccupation
with the Balkan queatlon to settle the problem of the
disputed territory between their two countries by occupying
it.

Turkey, although strictly speaklng outgide Europe, would be
a useful ally to anyone wishing to gain control of the
Eastern Mediterranean. Already it has been reported that
overtures have .been made by several of the major European
Powers to the Turkish Government to form alliances.. But,
8o far as is known, n- final agreement has been come to.
The absence of the German and Austrian ambassadors from any
formal consultation with the Turkish Government has been
commented on by all foreign observers as being somewhat
strange, especially as in the past an alliance between
Germany and Turkey was locked on with favour by the. Govern-
ments in question.

It is hoped however that the present tense situation will
ease and a solution can be found that all parties will find
satlsfactory. " A general conflagration in Europe will
benefit nobody, and several tottering and unstable monarchical
systems of government will be swept away, perhaps for ever.

**The French and Austrian Presses are 311ent no news having
reached the ALBION agency.**
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This ends the Press releases for this time - quite a typing
job,y I can assure you.

Our next item (yes. there ie still more) is a torrent of
abuse, Apparently someone thinks we insulted Malcolm
Watson in these pages last issue (or was it the one beforet)
Well, that's nothing new - we are always insulting someone,
and if it isn't Poultron Press, why shouldn't it be Malcolm?
Now I ask you - why shouldn't it be?? However we don't
remember insulting him at all.

Anyway, a few people think we have, and have wrltten a large
number of threatening letters to the editor, the decent parts
of which are printed below for all to see the slur on the
ALBION editor they imply. Hal :

Dear Sir, It is with great indignation that I put Pen to paper
to defend Malcolm Watson. I am an ardent admirer of this
gentleman and have been for many years. - Never before in the
life of mankind has thére been such & wonderful, goodlooking,
honest, helpful person, and I can only assume that the recent
tirade in the press against this kind, loving, gentle Scot
was written by people jealous of his eminent position.
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I have called a meetlng of the Broughty Ferry Womens Anti-
anti-Scot Society and will propose an immediate. march on the
ALBION offices to bring the editor of your scandal sheet to
task. Incidentally I note your recent excuse for drawing
a @*3.£*" helmet on top of our homeland, We reject your
claims as false and insist that the cover of ALBION be changed
without further -delay. - Yours, Mrs. G. Watson.
P.5. 1 am no relatlon of” Malcolm's although I beur the same name.

**0h yeah? Bet she's his mother or sister or somethlng. The
cover of ALBION will remain at least until I run eut of 1deas
for it. Here comes another.' djt*'

Dear Slr, AS; pres1dent of the Soclety for pmov1slon of men
for blind dogs, I feel it is my duty to protest at the recent
degradlng way in which Malcolm Watson has been 'got at! in
your magazine. - Such allegations as him ‘'descending' on
people and 'causing chacs' are utter balderdash. I can in
fact tell you that this gentlemen is the most kind person it
will ever be your pleasure to know; for years now he has
anonymously donated 2/6 a week to our cause; and nobody will
ever know this to thank him, - Can people dare to say 8 Cross
word against him? Yours, 8ir Baskerville de Gaul.

**+I tried to give Malcolm to & blind dog only yesterday, the -
dog turned round and seid. *No thanks - I'll smoke one of my
own', Pity; really - quite a suitable candidate.. Here -
comes yet another. djt'*

Dear Sir, Do my eyed deceive me of late. or cen it be true
that certain persons have been showering scorn on ' a certain
other person? Yes, it is certainly true, Well, I feel
it is my duty as an officer and gentlemen to 1nform those
certain people that that certain person is certalnly not

at all like they say. I know this for certain and will
certainly not stand by whilet a certain journal prlnts
certain allegatlons. Yours, T.N. Certaln. -

*++Your eyes deceive you. Ours_don't, though.  Here is yet
another. djt** ‘

Dear Sir I am amazed by the recent trend in the Albion to
pour scorn and seditious dlssent on the poop unprotected
head of that great patriot Malcolm Watson why is it that _
everyone considers him to be descendlng upon them when truth.
to tell they all love his company as a psychiatrist of long
standing I can only assume that these people really think he
is wonderful and marvellous but don't like to admit it I can
only suggest they ring me for an appointment so that I can
straighten them.out. Yours, H.S. de Gaul, :

**Well well well how can that be here comes another oh dear
dear me. ajtr*

Dear Sir, I am writing to clarify a few pointa reised in a
recent issue of Albion concerning the agsembly of a wargames
room in my bedroom. I would like everyone to know that
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Malcolm Watson did not impose his wargames upon me but in
fact I begged him to instal his metal mesterpiece.
This great feat of engineering now stands proudly in the
corner of my bedroom; the Dexion Mark 3 has become a great
tourist attraction in the area. Furthermore my wife and I
have not been turned out of our bedroom. We are permitted

to sleep on top of the Mark 3. Yours, Ted White Esq.

**Ha - we can place him too - Pat's father, and as biased
against Malcolm as anyone else I would care to shake by the
hand. Unfortunately it doesn't even stop here. djt**

Dear Sahib Turnbull, Oh most illustrious scribe of the most
magnificent mouthpiece of the world toth Muslim and Infidel,
it is with great sorrow that I put quill to papyrus to lodge
2 most bitter complaint against the present policy of Albion.
For many moons now my eldest son hae travelled between
Baghdad mand St. George's Avenue, to keep me supplied with
your most megnificent literature., Many is the time I have
boiled him in oil for being late with delivery., I therefore
feel it is my right to bring your most esteemed self to task
for the present hate campaign, sponsored by your paper,
against Malcolm the Innocent.

I am for many years being familiar with this illustrious
limb of Allah who is 21l good, and do not comprehend why so
many misinformed people should sttack hias Person with the
scathing word. Why, only the other year I am seeing  him
help an old lady across a most busy camel track - how then
can it be like others say? Let not the Albion offices be
used for spreading such dromedary dung as has already been
strewn; welcome into your tents the disciple of Allahg
feast him on you finest sheeps' eyes, and let not the false
words of others turn you against Malcolm the Awaited,

Your most interested reader, Calif Ali de Gaul.

**Pat will be glad to hear of the familiarity noted in the
second paragraph.... Wonder who awaits him - I certainly
don't. Glad this lot has come to an end. djt*+
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This issue of ALBION has at least been notable for one thing -
the idiotic level of its letters (those signed anonymously,
that is, if such a thing is possible). I think Caliph Ali

de Gaul and Bob Elliot compete strongly for the prize.

One interesting thing, before drawing to a 'close. Recently

I came across an advertisement for Diplomacy, which had been
inserted in a copy of the HISTORY OF THE ENGLISH SPEAKING
PEOFLES, asking 'would you have won the great war?' and going

on to describe the game in rough outline. I beg to announce
that ALBION is stepping in on this affair as far as is possible
and I will be writing to BPC Ltd. (the publishers) after this
issue is complete. Hopefully this will result in vast increases
in ALBION sales, We might even get more players for 69/3 and
any other games which might be starting. See you next time.
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