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cover from Aze ngk"’s_ edition of
THE THO TOWERS
by J. R. R, Telkien
with art work by
Jack Gaughan
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Afeor almost 8 year (the sddenda to Volume I, Ruwber 1 was published on 28 Jetaber
1979 but not mailed gut till almost 2 month later) DARANDUIN is back, chronicling
the design, playtesting, and {now} open play of a new Diplomacy® varient based upon
the saga of the Lord of the Rings by J. R. R, Tolkien. Volume I, Number 1 of '
BARANDUIN ia still available {with the Addenda) for 25¢ and includes the protoiype
gama's rules and playing beard. All other issues are 15¢ each or $1.25 for ten if
sxdered on subscriptism. BARANDUIN is Edited by Jeff W, Hey, 4611 N. Pennsylvauia,
Apt, 1-D, Oklahowa City, Oklahoma 73112, Telephone (40S) 843-7519, - and is
published by WARS Press under the editorisl supervision of Edward Isaac Tew.
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1. The Name of the game hes finally been settiad of as "War of the Rirgs Diplomaey.”

2, A Counsiderable emount of in-persom play testing hexe in Oklahomg City, in College
Station , Texas, aand in Youngstewn, Ohio has revealed one major defact im the
structure of WotR Dippys; Merdor has uo raal bargaining base frem which to open
negotiaticons. True, he can attempt Lo wor a miner player in danger of elimination
but these tend aot te ally with Sauren as thay caa see ae renl prefit im it fox them/
1f they aid Sauron, he wine, not them. Zriec Just developed one tactic for Sauren
which {8 sort of 8 last-ditch meagsure; take the second-strongest player aside nmd
threaten to remove the triple ammy at Sauroa’s nent removal (thus ending the game
with the strongest of the allied players as the winner) if he (the second siroppast
allied player) does not ce-operate, 7To the best of my knowledge the value of this
tActic is doubtful.... is has not yet besn actually used. Yecduse of this we have
added the follewing rules inm an attempt te stremgthen Merdor“a diplamﬁtic position.

3. The Saruman double army in Iseng2rd hes the opticn of sp).it»tins inte twe zingle
armies and recombining imto one double army during any Tuile (Spring; or Yavie 4?313
seasons. However, if ome ef the two single axmies Is lost, the other must act as a
single army for the balasce of the pame. The wwe slngle armiés may WOT co-exist as
two single armiss in the same provines hut nust automatically rezembine whenever
they are botk in 2 aingle provinee, (ne of the two single armies may be ordered to
move while tha other supperts the move from the praviuce of oxvigin {for exemple:
1/2 DA Isengsrd to Gap of Rahan supperted by 1/2 DA Tsenpaxd),

4, The Mordor pleéyer has,at his option, the right to exzercise the palantir obilitdes
which he has and erder his triple Azwy cnly after all other units have been woved,
In such an Actiocn the sriple army woves wich the strepgih of & douvble army only.

3, Mordor has at his disposcl 2 numbey of "leszer rings™ and "pelancivs! which he
wAy give to other players as he sees fit. The palantirs allow that plsyar’s double
army to move after ocher uniis have beenx moved (but before Sawen {f he s volug 2
palancir) but with oniy the strength of 2 single aray. The lesser vings 8llow =
player’s double ammy ts act as A eriple avmy againet sny units sxcept these of
Mordor and as only & simgle army aAgainst Mexder. It docs not meke the double rumy
invisible, The deuble armiee of Mordor may MOT use either the lesssr rings nor the
palantirs, To determina just how mny la2saer ringe amd/eor palantire Ssuren wili Lave
in & gane aseign 8 diglr to each option belew, request a rapdom digit frem the Iozdor
player and inform only him of the vesults. The uee o the palantics inm this and in

#&@ above is optional {n postal play baciuse of zhe resulting slow-doun in &ha e
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8, two palantir and two lesser rings ; W

b. two palantir and one lesser ring

¢. one palantir amd two lesser rings

d, one palantir and one lesser ring

e, two palancir and no lesser rings

£. no palantir and two lesser rings

g. one palantir and no lesser rings

h. no palantir and one lesser ring ,

i. no palantir and no lesser rings : S

J. no palantix and no lesser rings
It {8 important that the other players do not know just how many (or, whether or not)
palantir and/or lesser xdngs Sauron really has,

6. There is a thirty percent chaace that Sauren must honor any written agreement he
wakes to accept 8 tie with one or more of the sther players, Pricr to the start of
the game, the Mordor player send in a second digit o determine whether or not he
has to keep such agreemsnts and, if se, for how leng. The Gamesmaster should assign
a random digit te each of the following: ' ' '

a, A game years (16 cemsecutive seascens).

b. 3 game years (12 consecutive seascns).

¢, 2 game years (8 cousecutive seasons).

oj, Not at all.

Special thanks should zo te Betay Childers whe came up with the ariginal 1dea for -
this rule. :

7. Realism wise, the game should start in 3018, However, for playability, the
Gamesmaster may chocse to begin nunbering the game years in either 3000 or 3020 of
tha Third Age. _ :

8. As long as there is an Elven army in Lorien Woed, it may not be occupied by the
units of any other player (including Morder) unless Sauron himself ' participates in
the assult upon the province. Both loxies VWeoed and Exebor have & built in defensive
strength of one. Therefore it requires eith & deuble army o a supperted single
army £o occupy #m empty Exebor and a four-strong attack to dislodge a double army
in Erebor. BEEE The bonus for Lorien Woed (the +1 ard the prohibition) sre lost
when Lorien Wood falls the first time.

9, The Ent rule may only be usad once in & game and then only the first time Rohan
establishes occupation over Fangorn Wood,

10. Fer the purposes of vule 1 in BARAMDUIN /1, the rules of the game of Biplomacy
shall be those of the published 1939 editior unless the gawesmastey Specifies
diffezrently prier te ths siart of the game. :
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Right now, there are nn trades or subscribers established for BABANDUIN, The
following are hexeby invited to join the game announced on page 4, open & tyade
agreemeat;, or aubscxﬁbeo : . .

Jehn Bosxdman, 234 E 19th Street, Breeoklyn, N.¥. 11226,

Jim Bradley, 151 Todd's Read, Apt. 172A, Lexingten, Keatucky 40509.
Walt Buchanan, RR #3, Lebanon, Indians 46052

Mike and/or Betsy Childexs, P.0, Box 1201, Cecllege Station, Texas T778460.
Eric W, Just, Jr., P,0. Box 131, Paoli, Oklahems 73074.
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Joha Hariman, S$E4G 8 2% Sereei, Abn, £1¢9 Qklatoma Tity, Dkiahoms,

Jehn G Faning, N8 3. Belle v& sta, Youngsitown, Ohio ﬂﬁSGQc :

Banks Mebaae, P.0. Dox 238, Mel beurn Baaeh, Flewida 32%51.

Don Miller, 12315 Judson Bwiﬁz Vheatoa ,; Mapyland 20006, o A
Red Walker, 5058 Hewiey Blvd., 5an Diggo, Califoraia 92116, ) :
Stsa Wrobel, 7 Pelish ¥illage 3lvd., Polapd, Chig 44814, A A
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GAME OPENING
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Effoctive Immediately, ¥ am opening one (and only one) mection of War of the Rings
Diplomacy for poetal play-testing. We qill use a1l of the rules published to dare.
The game fae will be 55.008 with no discounts er $6.00 with a $1.00 diseceunt to
evoryene {your cholee) . Tha enklre gama tae will he returnad Lf I call off the
gféme at any tiwe prior to itvs cwwwtua«owc The game is opan o anyone intersaped
{not just those on the mail;ng ¢15L) Mhe fir&t sx% w&;d Rpplicants wxll gLL the

thaae rhat indicste & ap@ai&ib d@dii& wal paxti@ipata ﬁn tha drawing for Mordon
\ _ i , .
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& f£inal adition of zhe beard vill fogin @rnpﬂ ration in the vear future, Both Banks
Mebane &nd Rod Walker previrusly sont mo commante upoa Wiy of the Rings Diplemﬁc
when BARAMDUIN 1/1 was govt (o them lasi yeow. Time hes pakeun its tell and I ¢

now £ind peither letter (I have this problem........ would you baliche a seri@u&
lack of arganizacion?;. I would appraciftte it if both «f thewm would take avother
legk at the rules &xd zameboard and send me thelr comments. Anyerns elss who wishes
to comment 19 walecwe ko do so., All couteeots will be m@primt&d in & future idsus
nf BARARDUIN.
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