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October 1383

The fastest growing zine in Canada. For those of you who are even
mildly interested, i'm Bob Albrecht, your editor. With this issue, the zine
becomes bloodied with its*® first gamestart, as well as an addendum to
Conguest of Australia, letters, and other items of interest.
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Reveiw of The Conqusst Of Australis..by Fred C. Davigs.........?

e 4 e T L R HOURS S U 8.
Battlestations: is published monthy by Bob Albrecht, w1001—1239"12

Ave. S.W., Calgary, Alta., I3C 3RB. FPhone »(403) B44-8402. All calls will
be accepted on a you pay basis beiween 5:00am-1200pm. Allitems submitted
becoma the property of the editor. The game of Q;n;gmggxtm iz produced in
Canada by Waddington games, and may not be ereruced without their express
permission.

Subseription rates are;l issue~§i{idn.), 6 issues~$5(Cdn.), 1l2issues-~
$9(Cdn.). These rates may change without notice. '[here is at present no
gamefse to the first 21 subscribers, however they are raquired to standby
for games. Also the nex+t 13 subscribers will recieve & six issue bonus,
free.

Games ﬁAtlantiéf hae now filldd. Orders are due December 2nd at
12:00 PM¥ The WEEY#¥Y FFT¥ vildiant combatants are;
AUSTRIA: Rober ‘#4chsson, ¢/o soho Bay Mines, NwT, XOE INO

sNGLAND: Dave Carter, 118 Horshem Ave, willowdale, Ont., M2N 129

FRANCE:  Steve Hutton, 2600 Bon Mills, #707, Willowdale, Ont., M2J 3B+
GERMANY: Pete Gaughen, 509 Sandpiper Dr. 130, Arlington, TX, 76013
ITALY Paul Watson, RR#5. Stony Flain, Alta., TO0m 260

BURKSY: Rob Lowes, RR#9, Phogiborough, Ont., K9J 6Y1.

RUSSIA: Blaip Jussek, /0 Gemeral Delivery. Revelstoke B.J., V0< 280
'*efrvf}.a'&* *dip? game has: Blaly Jusack, Hobart Acheson,

el Waldemevsy sirmed pp. Pred lizte are neadsd for Ache
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Bilaly Jusack and Rab Lowes Gre LLIrsday SLZnsa up.

Standnys: The unsung heross of postal dipd TheSe hravs souly conbist ol
Dave Carter, Rob Lowes, Blaix Cutack, Rabert Achason, 3%5& Hutton,
Pete gaughan, Paul Weiseon, and John bavies, :

#{Note: HouFerules ars avalilabie in issue #1 {Aug/83)}. I¥ you do not hevs
or cennct find #1, wrile me for a free copy. AlBo, dus to 8 change of policy.
(actvalils an addition), you must have a preliminary set of ordsys in to me by
Mov.4/83 ., & silse I will call for & standby for your pesitimn. This chenge is
due to the need to eliminede Spring 190L NMR?S and is slaborated on mors in
the Tollowing column.

UP ON A SOAPBOX
NEUTRAL ORDERS, FOR SPRING 19017 KRO WAX!

The 1971 edition of the Diplomacy rulebook 13 guite clear on tha siatu
of players who fail %o submit orders for their nation in Diplomacy. “AlLl

/4]

such units are placed in J,D., (civil disorder) and may be suppofted in
place or dislodged by superdor forcss...”, a® note that there is8 no meniion
of any neutral orders...

Spring 1901 is a crucial season in Diplopacy. If & country does nat
move, it canmot iske advantage of neutral couniries nearby to grow. When a
nation enters 1902 with 3 centras it is a disadvantage with respect to itis

stronger neighvors and will wsuslly end up in & lo8ing position. Howsver,
many other situations ave also just as critical to the game. If thers is g
stelomate 1line set up in soms later turm and cne player does not heve orders
in for his position. {(inadvevtentliy csusing that line Ho collapse), then the
net resuli ig just as & misged 1901 tuwn. q

The basic premise, however, is that 1301 turna jare even more critioal
thals any other turnes and will result in more warpl i of a game, Also it
would be difificult to solve any other turns yranlemhln 28 fair and equitabls
2 manner 23 some sointions have propesaed for 19901, “Lat» look at Jugt one
potential problem that could arise from neutral ordara. In 1901 Spring,
Playsr A, who has Turkey, f8ils to Bubmlt his orders on time. Tho CH
conanltes his trusty filing cmbnet and finds. Turkey@ Spring 1o0i; A Conehul
& Smy-Con, F Ank-Rim. ﬂh@ge orders are &nta@aniafie tovards Russis, o say
the least. In 1901 Fall, Turkey could vwss £ unifis dn Rumsnia if the Blaok
Sasa srder succeeds, snd the army in Consisnitinowls é&n either be ferried 4o
Bumanis ov provide backuy in cess of sundvian treghﬁe{ Tasge orders ALss
can intreduce srother alement indo the game, Domd &écapﬁi&n 0F the whayery
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: cod moEo Ernowy what Wil henpen bo fas country LT ae down oo
g1s in ie combionmnily “Torgess® nig Spring 1901 oxders. Hé then

Ces that the neutral orders have all sucoseded En the next Game Report. 5o

tnen writes Russia and says, *Gee, my brother left my meil on the front
a1t af his car and his girlfriend atuck it under the 8eat. Those nsuiral
sraord peally turmed out badly for mes.® This pliaces Russia ln the position

28 dnubting the fact that mepil was uninteantionally overlooked, a rather commnon
sceurance. This hardly seems fair, and in my ve.w, I don’t think that anyone
atould benefit from an HMR, jeast of all the’NMRing®player himselfl.

The solution ie one that 8till has one flaw, that is, the time-honoured
concept of the standby. The average preo~game negotiating period is two months
in uosial dippy. After one months time, il playsrs don®t have thelr orders w
tn, & standby should be called to submit oxders for that position. LI {he playe:
dows g6t ovders in by the final deadline, then fine, if not his standby assumes
the position. BEither way, no one gets the free-ride of & neighbor who miases
ardars, or the dublous practice of intentionel NMRs. The only problem is that
27 woth pecple NMRing. Even in that remote case, the Sphrit of the rules is
st 11 more importani than conforuing to lazy players.

AOUSSRULE #8s

£11 positions in gmmes prior te 1901 Spring are temporary. FPlayers who
i ot subnit 8 preliminery sat of orders will have thelr pogition® °*siandbied?
aiter the preliminary deadline has passed. If the 1901 Spring deadline
vaases and said player failes to have his orders in, the standby player(s)
w111 assume that player(s) position for all subsequent turns.

Lattersy

faul Waison (Stony Flain, Alta): *I’1l1 try anything once-sespecially if it

wzans 6 free ones., Looking forwerd to #1.¢
{{ Hgi3, ¥mul... after all, I am rumning an old and respected zine here...);

f-ha Davies (Port Hardy, B.C.): * I have just finished reading your zine for

“ha gecond time Aand I°ve decided I liked what I saw... Plesse find enciosed
o subdcription cheqgue and put me on your standby list . ®

7 RBiush. wuite s compliment for a Zine with only 4 pubbers... two of
Lrroga o ho & Canadiana buveau lwn Ottawa, Thanks, I nope [ can kesp the same
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the Nationsal L
the book... 143

dzmoviption and insludss zny document, pspav, record,
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Iibrary aatter of

ihrarian. wha shall give to the publisher a wriiten
1j2{w). In thig dct. “hook®
ather thing published by & publisnev. on or in whish informatian
recorded, ftorsd, or reproduced;...”
feik obout big brothsr walching you?ll)
reie Gayghern {Ariingion W) * 1 wisn I ocould gst deaent vepro wiith anything

other tharn ghoto processes - hops your quality staye up there. I 2cho bon

SHARU) Brown's advico, that is, don't go over 3 games in ihe first R A
d 1%, out that i how tho oid

=

varisnts inciuded, dot becaus: thei 18 how [ 4
sucesaiul ‘zines have done it.”

{{ Thapks, rate, buit dontht you ihink 3 gauwns is & 1ithle low? pon’t
forget thet ) have beer in this wudhouse for rwarly 5 ysars nowW... bul
LT T Tall on my Tace it won't bs for leck of affoeri in trying.))

Steve Hution (Willewdale Ont.) *i il dry ©o remember o Zive you & O RV
the next N0 FIlish ADGRESS . .0 WS aute sbbreviation - inlen tional?l, loohs

P .

good.lou Seam to aave G 108 &HOUDs wadl Sort ol Yuing you want Lo pui out.
hat iz imporisns in 2 new Iiane,

%313 give you the sam: govrt of advice T4 give fo any aew publisher
Fo wEnt, ney the 2ot of 2ins row taink others

nut the sort of
wanh ., bvd, I1%13
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there wes any such utclesred business and you did nol ai leest offer to take
care of them in good Ffaith I would have difficulty giving you publicity. But

in the upshet I feel that you should have an opportunity before somebody lowers
the boom or whatever. S¢ DW does mention your *zine and does indicate that I was
sure that anyone burned by KBQQLQ'G fold could contaat you.and recieve aatisfact-
ion. -

I suggested that you might also wish to give them & gamefee or suboredit, too.
You will certainly recieve coverage in the next LONTuVEDRA., too. After all, I;
nave no way of knowing wether theré are any leftovers from KQBQLD, and X assu@e
that if problems develop I will hear about them. In the meantime I consider yéur
announcement in Battle Stationﬂ and my announcement inrgﬂ to have totally clo%ed it

the matter. :
I naturally wish you the beat With~§§:* humm.Q K. nﬂmﬂ yeilds non G.K. iniiials

{cr was that deliberate?). ({Yes, Be9 previous letter from Steve Hutton.)).

My you do have & nasty collection of blue laws where you live, don't you?
can understand your atsolute aversion to cenSorship and of course I shaye it.i
However, I don‘t confuse it with the editorial function which is something elge
entirely. However your °*zine won't be the first with a rather more free-wheel ng
policy. but you're 1@k913 to get & ratner firsi rate collection of awfuls, yo
know., But as for laws which regulate the behaviour of othsxa where they do no*
harm to their neighbours, I have no uﬂa,for them.

‘I'm also glad to see ¥§ as Lhope it's appearance henalds a revival of the
Cansdian hobby. It®s been 1anguishzng for guite a while, you know. I hope you}ll
be able to drop me a copy now and then to’ ‘Keep us posted on how youre doing apd
w0 keep us poﬂted on how your doing {(00iS::), and tc keep us current on your '
zame openings. I'will centinue'tb give you coverage in FONTEVEDRA as long a8 you
nave game openings .- althnugh alas. most of our inquirlas are from the U.S g

{¥hat are your sub. fees in $u.8.7) ’
Tnanks too for your sending me the eepJ ‘of your varient. I*1l put that into i?e
H4.4.v,.B. files. Ron Brown is N.A.v.B.-north 80 1 assume he now has a copy. I“?

e delighted with copies of any other varisnts you do, for our archive filas.g
That way when the game is out of print. peopla can still 28t coples here or from
Hon.
ty the way when & game of *The bonquaat of Australia“.doaa £ill, and you agply
+u Lee knedter for a Miller number, be sure to tell him that the A.K.U.A. ¢
gdasi gnator number for this game is od01 {That i8 & game sat in one ofy the majar

CLRArS , specifically * Australasias®, Firét such game in the archive. Officially

S ¥ udOOl/bOé tut we drop the extra Yo For thé moment ond the *06° just says

That Lt opeguirves & plavers . Leo dasdant vse that Jotier narh,

]
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Wwag sure that you would itake cars of that, but L was Just palsing the hynothete
ical worst~case posgibilities seenario with Kon and I didn*{ phrase my comments
~carefully eaough. No problem; your announcement in the previous Bs was greati! '

{(fou're welcome. I nope that nowihe infamous"Kobold fold® is cleared up and
that I won't have to print any « "+ on it.

Yes, I do feel rather sire. . =ooub censership. It is often su.rising to
analyze the thoughts of these pu.ple wno would play Jod with our minds. Nost
are of the "Do as I say, not as I do" school, anyway. Have you ever seen anyone
say,” trlease enact this law to prevent me,{ not my neighbour), from doing Some-~
thing that Ishould nat*. Uh huh, right.

As far as %the postal hobby languishing, the main problems have been the
temporary folding of FQL 8] Flg, and the permanent fold of RUNsSTONL. This is
what has affected the hobby in the four western provinces mainly, what with
all the "zinea™, in the nation coming from Ontario, ( sxcept for twa). Recently
though. the general quallty of 'zines in the great white north has been ziightly
better than the average of their southern counterparts ( just see 2 recens issue
of SNAFU.).

Rod also gent we a letter that scmeone self adderssed to an adderss in Janads
The only problem was that it had a Janadian stamp on it. Remémber that Canadian

Btamps are useless in the U.S.A. and vice-versa., By the way the going exchange
rate for $1 US is $1.25 cdn., and thets what I pay. ))

Keith_Sesler (Fraser MI0 “Regarding your refund policy. since most people probal’
=y haven®t saved their KOBQLD's after a1l this time, why' don’t you just print a

1i8%t of 211 your former subbers and the amounts due them? You could Send this 1is
-t to some of the biz name *zines in the hobby such as, SNAFU:, BE, YofDoom, a%c.
and if all the veople involved are int erested, they oan also step forward and siu
-im the money. This would be & good public relations nove on your part, and also
it would reéemove any lingering doubis anyone might have about your 'zine. Do you
fes) that this would be possible?t® |
{{ Unforetunately, no. Now don‘t get me wrong, ii's a great idea, bui I don't

have any of *the pertinent information mny more. I thrsw it all away when I went
Through a period of burnout immediately following the KOBOLD fold, wo years age.
But 2s I have contacted Ron Brown, Rod Walker on thig, and 1lest issue siatsd that
anyone burned will recieve double thelr sub oredit, 1°'ve done 21l I can.))

JBNes @g;ggg,(El P&soa'Txf}_" I found somethning wrong with your rules for s
CONGUEST OF AUSTRALIA. Please clarify: In rule siz jyou say theti,™ Units may be
built aaywhere you have o home pentre?®. Intay you &ay whalt,*Hone centers are

: A - P . va v . o g N £ £ oy - 'i““ﬁ"l'T“'f.i’
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Aust ke vacant at the time of bullding a vnit.® Wow dos® Bhis mesan, "sontres vou
nocupy at the begiuning of the fell”, or,” Centres you cceupy st the end of the

211 turn.” or conversely.®Centires you ww have occupied on previous fall turns?™
In the sscond case presented, you would nsver be asble to build st all?

You can easily see that tals ruls needs some clarification or rewritting.
Otherwise the game looks very good, other than the map, of which my copy is rath~
2y faded. Thenks again for the sample, and I hope to see it again soon.”

(( Actually all I mesni was you can build on any centre you own, 0.K.? I
will send you another map, too0, sorry about that.))
RN A AKX LK XK KO K KK NI X X XX K AR XA ALK ALK K XK KA KA XXX AL R LA ALK XXX KA XK KD

(Recently I recelved a Jletter from Fred Davis, and as he is the dirsctor of
the North American Variant Bank gast, I feel his comments to me are worthy of

a printing here.§
The Conguest of Austiralie, revised. by Fred C. Davis 1983.

First, I feel that there is too mich extraneous material on the right side of
the board, too far away from Australia. In keeping with the Calhamer doctrine of
vPorcing the action to the pentre of the board,” I°d recommend removing the
island SC*'s of Bora Bors, and Samca. {There somewhat in the wrong place anyway).
You have to keep New Zealand, and Fiji is 0.K., but I'd suggest leaving only the
ronga Trench, and Margial Sea spaces in the N.E. corner. A copy of my suggested
map changes is enclosed. (( copies of this are availliable from me. ed.)) A copy
of my changes include getting rid of the Isthmus of Kra SC and Space. This would 1
-ing the SJ total down to 39 from 42, and the V.C. from 21 to 20, and, mors import
gntley, concentrate peoples?! attention more on Australia itself.

There is also a misspelling of Torres Straif, which I have corrected. You also
nave the "e” and “w* designations wrong for Malaya and Kra, (and isthmus is also
misspelled, but I've deleted Kra completely from my suggested alteration). You
inaverdantly reversed the location® of Sydney and Newcastle on the east coast.

Tou need to clarify the status of New Zsaland. Yhey don't need twg off-board
S$CY%, since N.4. is gn the board. Why not simply start with Auckland and Cook as
SG's? 1°d also like io know why you used an obscure little town like Cook for an
N.4. SC, when the much more important c¢ity of Christchurch is availiable. If it's
becsuse Cchurch is on the wrong side of the island, I'd make it & double coasted
provinee, with the initial position for the fleet on the F on the west coast.

This 8l%o gets rid of the confusion between a "Cook Strait®, and a “Cook Frovince®
especially when they are So close to each other. I°d alsoc permit Direct Movement
between the Nelson and Wellington land spuces. Almo, between Singapore and a2k
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nAYeoy Ssa space without naed of & convoy, whithout !
and support csn alec be given acyoess 2 Direct Bovemant.

Did you notice that you have o rule threes? I‘ve made the scond ule threa
into rule thrse =A%,

. .You may alss want to write rule thbee ovey again, hto say Something iike:
w»Lach Great Power except the aborigines,, owng two off board cenitres in 1883
through 1883, to supporit the units on the hoard.{Note: Pori Moresby supparis iths
British army there, and the Phillipines suppores the Spanish flset there, and ithe
third American unit is supported by the Truk SC, which i8 ssgumed 1o bhe siready
ovmed by the U.5.)

In Winter 1885,( end of third game year), only one off-board 5S¢ i8 availshis
for each of these Powers for the year 1B86. As of Winter 1886 these off-board
SC's disappear.®

If the elimination of BRora Bors and Samos s SCG'S puts a handicsp on the
aAmorican unkts, they can always be moved c¢leser to Augtralis. Incidenitally, note
that I%e Adjusted the South Fiji Basin to touch Fiji, so a8 to have three sea
spaces touching this SC island. This wakes PLJ]L move valuabls. I always Jlike io
try to have islmsnds which are SC's {touched by 3 sea gpraes.

I hope my suggestions will be of some value to you. If you revise the rulss
or map, please send & copy of the revisions to me. Also, plesse send a copy to Rod
Walker for the nmein Horth American Variant Bank.

({ Vory interesting,Pred. I wppreciaie constructive critiem like this and i1
(youy article}, will be %he basis Tor a revision of the ¢ of &, down the road
a bit, {probably over the Christmes Holldays)., Thanka sgein, and this issue will
go frea to you, and Rod Walker.);

______ Well, here it is the end of another ispue, and all I can 8ay is take care, and
remember, only you can prevent pet food ssasonings....
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