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VYecch. Jhat a lousy lettarkead. Tandolph, pow T know ave oo 1
about your letierheads when you Jooked at them ou the master.

‘“his is the (fliip. flip, find out what the deadlins date lu: (&t
December 15, 1979 issue of Ehe Beholder, a nine devoted to wvogtal i: :
(and I'm never going to put what goks in here agalin) and sadisti. oii
lished by that infamous tyro. John Kelley, Jox 3%, Klickitat, X 0% oF
USA, Telebone # is (509)-369-4332. and only Treticks call at uwereooy Yoo,

~ piplomacy gemes are currently opsen, and 1 have four orenings in uor
pleganger for %3 and 6ne in Hippogriff. To play in & game, onc must nay
my 30f£/issue subscription fee, plus the gamefee, I am the gamwesmas.er [or
all games currently played herein, which are 1977-AG, 1998-3, LL, 1979.CC,
¥¥ 1Z (Cockatrice), and IA (ZuEkekkdiBulette). 4 subscriber is lavited lo
join my standby list which enables him to take over discontinued pesitions,
Let!s see: my standby list zzm currently iscludes Husson, Van Alkemad2,
¥atson, Cusack, Ashley, Hickey, Kreissl, Gibson, Kelly, and Hasters,(.)
Thanks to Bernie for the Bls,

This zine is going tc have to undergo some changes. Tirst, ailer this
issue, I want the subzine publishers {(the new one is iLaurence Giliespie) 1o
please keep their parts to 1% pages. 1 hate o curtail you, guys, but &
like to write a 1little too. I think Laurence wiil be glad t¢ take vare of
the labour of seeing that D&D doesn't disappear from this zine Totally.

Yes, Tom, I'd like to buy those back issues from you, I ia interest-
ed in: Bhh #1-29, 35~35, DI #8, Rurd »1-h&, #L5-53. If you wish T will
re~imburse you in sub credit, or with cash,

our football team finished the season with 2 6-3 recofd. Cverall. 1
had a lot of fun as a third-string lineman. Atl-=ast they let me play JVa.

Just got VOB #3. That Bruse is really doing well., By “he way. Bruce.
would you like to room together at Dipcon if I go? (Ho. I'a rno: old enough
to drink, so I'1l be coatent with Sprite. ) I consider myse:i o falv Pris
bee thrower, S0cu.s

I'm tyoing this up on 1December 79. so 1 can try out tho repro on my
new paper. (I'm usuing buff aow; we'll see how ¢ voavk.,)

Consarned dittoc machine anyhow, 1 already had p. 2 typed upn (L1 was
an article by me). and decided to %test the bufi witk .t It was a lidile
better than the other, but suddenly the ugamr paner got 1l pvrplet |
played nmechanic for about 15 minutes while tryin: %o dercel the cause. axd
found that my roller was all gunked up., 350 x maie @ nuple mess ma clesning

it (and myself) up. Uh, Lee, how much does a gond miwmes machine cosi?, ...

50 my p. 2 master is spoiled; 111 have to re-tyne it, Hijo-de.u
ramera. (Anyone wishing to know the meaning of some of sy Svanish
can write and 1711 tell you in a personal letter. } )

How, I1've got to fill tThe remalning space w: &h svacibiag. Obh yeah,
Bruce Linsey, 71 Hudson Terrauve Apus, Newburgh. .l >
NWovice vpacket Director. ¥ think he®ll rake a gocd
IDA prez efection i6-4. Fine with me-Birsan kpovs wiat te's doing.

1711 cui this page off here and check it ov’ on 4o mashine., 11 1
ruin the master. T°11 kill mysel?,

250 1s the uew 1D
o Birsan woen vhe
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How many of you non-Glis have eover woundered it wes like to be a
F,0. GK? I know I did, ere I turned publisher. Jell, here you go,

“hy does someone start a zipe? dith me. 1t was just an urge, 1 wan
ted to, so I did., Som. want a vebicle to do some writing., I guess some
are 1n it for the mcney, or to see how maay zines they can trade with, |
paty those kind, for publishing is really not a get--rich-~guick deal, Hoi
counting gamefees, I must have made almost the staggering sum of ©12.00 by
now, If all you want is dinerc, don't start.

Repro is always a worry. For the Michelskis who have chean—to~free
xeroxes, itis a snap; but for us peons who use ditto or mineo, it geils to
be a questidn of legibility. A publisher is aware of the slighitest flsw in
his repro and if it gels too bad, he'n ashmmed to mail 1t. The oliumete
nightmare is having game reports tura out all sleshed up.

Yes, you get a lot of orders from pecple, (Game ordsirs), Jome apes
don't put down all the necessary info, or write orders like A Edi-Wor,

F Nth C A Edi-Nor, F Ngw S & BEdi-Nor, (Thai's an om purpuse tyvo.) This
happened, and I had to allow it, on accoun® of the uvnambiguous intsenret.
ation rule, Som: GMe (most notably me) have deep-seated phobiaz ahoui
players all getting together aqg quitting the game. or the standby list,

S oF even protesting violently, It gets so (for me. anyway) varancoiac that
yen are sctually afraid to open letters frow some poople, and teel growi
relief when nothing is up, GMs hate HiMRd, because sztaudbys dislike beinz
overworked, (I do as a standby) and are & preecicus commodity, I# you can
standby often and cheerfully, the GMs will beat a peih to vour rdoov,

Phone calls are the best thing about it., I love " just renping
with someone, be he fellow GM, player, or subscriber-marmallv-silent {1
the Ralph Morton tradition), Makes ny day. Czlil .me Somsid
waatl to see your GMis life . " happisv,

Starting publishing (the mechanics of 1%} is rough.
finding anyone who wanted this thingz crcez uvupon n time (¢
Linsey enyway! (90 subbers, on issue #2}). and
vor Bailiie sent me a cheque fdr $5.50 (410,
great. Just think, I had & skill that could be ra
scale, Many new GMs start out with radical wneliicids
into the mainstream, °?

A Tew very lucky young publishers (us emong them) ixip over somsous
who welcomes thew to the ranks, gives helpful adivce, ard in general maks
himself well-iiked, Soem have been knrown to send ouvt address label mash.
ers, and othor make~life-easlier things and ideas, In ay case, this persou
was John Mickalski, and had it not been for him I might home cowped out.
But constant encoursgement and exhortations to be prompi, etc., ¢id won-
ders. ' ‘ ' o :

G,
and

Sample requests are sort cf a dolorwde-cola, unless the person is
a) so inexperienced he dowen't know playing involves subscribing; b)
congideraie enough to send a stamp or even a SASE. Amazes me bhow many
will do neither, as if it's my sodemn duty as a publisher to throw away
my money. Ncte: This is NOT a knock on somz of you, bul a true-to-iifo
revelation of what it?’s like, UNo offense intended,

For me, adjudicatlon is an enjoyable activity., I LIKE followins
thege games, seeing slliasnce patierns change, and games wich full seis
orders, I hate malking errores (although as long as a pleyer dcesnit yell
at me about them, am glad Lo correct them) in the mechanics of ediviioant
ion, (Mot counting executive  decisons),

Alsc, every Utime the zine is late, one gets a tidal wave of lsiiers
saying Wnerels IB? Where's IB?, saying they didan't get their issus, g
you send them enother cne, etc,

But, for me anyway, it's a great hobbv at &3 5 like this. Iwn =z
bad mootd., I might %%fyﬁave &as ﬁ%ny nice ﬁgi%;stéﬁeb Lo thie L
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dnd now 1 pressat you wich my asaiyels of 197Y%.-4, Jiils first ifen-uay
deadline gawe, The players alt start wsice Rendy ChristipheriF, Jack Frosi-a.
511l Shaffer-i, Ull Baumeister-T. Deve Pilant-1. Dave Grabvar-2R; znd Jchn
Xador-G,
Pregame situation: Well, there vwas certainly sone pregeame animosity bet-
ween Shaffer and Frost, presumably from another game.,
Pre.S01 diplomacy:; Auvstria made friendly noised toward Turkey, who was
(in Jack!s terms) bombarding him with negouiation, bui planned to wipe
him out (seeing that he had taken the greatest interest in the game) and
therefore negotiated a DMZ with Italy, Rissia was in disagreement with
Turkey over the Black Sea, saying that a bdounce was a good way ©o insurs
trust, while Turkey seemed to disagree at first, then aceded, Russia told
both Turkey and Austria he was going after ithe other, Turkey wrote {o
everyone (which might bear out Frosi!s suspicions that his interest in thix’
game was acubte) asking for cooperation., and planned a guick stab of Russie
in conjunction with Ausiria, He also Yried to convince Germany that Rus-
gia intended an atiack on him, Italy wanted a GAI alliance and also
told Germany of an impending R attack, And Russia wanied everyone's sup.-
port into Rum, Kador was expecting a F-E war, and wanted news about
Frech intentions, As it turned out, F-G corespondence was glmost totally
one-sided, which would seem to indicate that France wasn!t all that inter-
ested in the game, I have littile of his correspondence to go on, and diito
for England, All I know about his 1901 inteantions comes from a friendly
letter to Germany, wanting tc choose beiween G-F.
Spring 1901:
AfFrost): F Tri-Alb, A Bud~Ser, A Vie-Bud,
E(Shaffer): A Lpl-Yor, F Lon-Nt¢h, F Ddi.Nwg,
F(Christopher): F Bre-Mid, A Par-Bur, A Mar S A Par-Bur,
G(- Kador): F Kie-Den, A Mun-Ruh, A Ber-Sil,
I(Pliant): F Nap=-Tyh, A Ven-Pie, A Rom H,
R(Grabar): F StP(sc)~Bot, A Mos-EtP, A War-Gal, F_Sev-Bla.
T(Baumeister): F ~Bla, A Smy-Arm, A Con-Bul,

Well, A~I friendliness is evident, Turkey is after Russla, Russia

stabbed Austria and moved anii~England, and France apparencly

mistrusted Germany. DBlack Press was voted yes on, and for this reason I
can!t really take seriously any of it, Germany did as he said,
Diplomacy prior to Fall 1901: Ah, I'1l save unitil next time, Any suggest-
ione from more experienced commentators on how to do it right?!

Also, Rod's analysis will not appear this issue, Because the purpose
of the game is not to have the commentary affect the game, but to review
it. And since HZ is now on 33 day deadlines (which may be shortened later)
I have to slow IB down every once in a while to let it cateh up, now see
i1f you can make heads or tails out of that sentnece., I promise youfll get
it next time, And by the way, Rod, could you try to keep it to a page and
a half? Thanks, So far Berch and Gibson have commented on it-I just might
print the letters in IKDB, if space permits, Yes, you iwo, you'll get cop-
jes 1f that happens,

I think I°*11 have the heads of some telephone workers on a platter,
Bob called the other day, and those jerks cut us off! Snarl,,

Hey, com'on, how come nobody wanis %o sign up for the Bling game? 1
have six signups (of which let!s see, 1, 2, 3 of you haven’i paid your §2,
and I will NOT put you in without it!

And now, I announce the start of openings in a new game! It is invii-
ational; just like the Fol Si Fie invitational, and is designated Illithid.
(Dungeon masters who use the modules from TSR know that that is Drowlc for
mind flayer.)

(i think I'm at the bottor of the page; 1711 describe I1lithid on
the Lext page.)




£opa ! .
Anr gubacriber interested in this game can send in 33.00 U3 (that’s the
gamefee) and an auntobiographical descrivpiion, If you make it. I cash the
chegque({or whatever., bul no cone send malaysian seashell money, ok?); if you
v :

don*t, I do as you instruct with it.

{ will shoose subjectively (blatant plagairism. ch, Randolph?)., based on:
-geogpaphical distribution, playing skill/experience, past record of tel-
eibility , past contributions, personality in general, The deadline for
entries is the first of Febuary fah, ¥ never said I could spell). Don't

be shy and think that just becsmase youlre a novice you aren't likely to
nske ii; youy_chances are excellent, considering my usual rate of gamefill
these days (which =suits me fine normahly, but not here)., Come on! If you

" "want in, don’t be afraid to try at least!

Please, fellow _ publishers, don'i plug this. If a person isn't a
subscriber getiing this on timey it may be too late by the time it's pulgged.
Yes, Randolph, I reiract sbout FSE being z gallant old lady with sieel
pins in a broken hip trying to die guietly,
Let's see now, T'm under the waather right now wWith a sore throant.
(come on, I don'%t see any crocodile tesrs oul there) and il I don't shos
. uy soon, L won't have encugh space for the gumes, 2obl's subzine won'i
see daylight this time, but Leurence!s will., If I use pages 8 and 9 for
it, L pages should be planty for 5 games, So I give you
T GANES:
Sttt ]
1977-AG. Spring 1907: GM MAKES RULING THAT HOPEFULLY ¢ CNE JILL MOOLER
ABCUT! DON!T BOTHER, BECUASE I AM ADAMANT!!

ingland (Ron Kelley (scorry Ron, you understand))s F Nih S F Nwy, F lwy S Flih.
France (LPA4dS BAL¥A494A): NMR: Als Kie, Rub, Bur, Gus, Fls por, Lri, bng H,
FMid H/a/(I quote the Rulebook: "unordered units hold in CDY), (s¢)
Italy (Frangois Cuerrier): ¥ NAf-Mid, A Nap-Rom. A Ven-Rom. I’ Mar H, F Spa ‘H;
Rugsia (R Trevour Baillie): I Den-Hib, I Swe-Nwy. A Lva-StP, A Ber=3il.

urkey (Randolph Smyth): A Jar~Pru, 4 Smy-Apu, ¢ Aeg C A Smy~Apu, F Jom C A
Smy--Apuy, A Con~Bul, F Tup-Tyh, F Jes S Italian F NAf-Mid, F Lyo 3 Italian

F Spa%sc)ﬁ F trd. H, A Pie~Tyo, A Bud-~Vie, 4 Mun S Italian A Mar-Burdnso/

A Sil S A Mun, A Mos-SiP, A Sev-Hos.

Fall 1907 is due 26 Jan 79. The extra two weeks are to allow for the
holiday Rush,

Yes, Gautron is C«U~T, out, I got no sub money or orders from hinm,
and no money-no gzine (no lemiency)}. ne zine-no play. Jerner Kreissl,
could you please play France? His adduress should bs in the sub list,

2978«E, Fall 1907: TITALY MASTER CF LURCPEN!
Fngland (Robert Acheson): I Nwp-lAt, A Edi-Lpl, F Cly 3 A bdi-Plp, ({Lpl))
Germany (Tony Jatson): NMR; A Kie, F Lmn H, I Hel Ni/a/,
Ttaly (Balir Cusack): A Gal-Jar, A Bud-Rum, ¥ Dulilsc)-Aeg, A Con-Bnl, A
Ser 5 4 Bud-Rum, F Gre S A Com-Bul, A Tri-Tyo, A Vie 3 A Tri~-Tyo, A Rub-
Hol, A Bel 3 A Ruh-lol, F Eng-Nth, A Lon H, F Jal S F Lpi, A Pic¢-Bur, F
NAt~Cly, F Lpl 3 F HAt-Cly. -

\csla (John Masters): ¥ Ska~Nwy, A Var-Gal/nsuw/, A Mun-Bur, A Boh-Mun,

Bla 5 Turkish A SMywCon, A _Alb-Tri/usu/, A Rum Holds praver MEeCting/axcom-
unicated, ret-Sev, Ukr, OTB, o

Congratualtions, Blair boy. Engame comments are welcome fromz all,

John MAsters, you misunderstand my rule about urordered units, In this
zine, CD is nonexistent as a permanent sitate; only when a unit recieved no
order does it hold in temproary CD, and if dislodged is ananihlated. Anys



~day, even if you'd a had those units. Bladr would siill nave won,
'How Touy, you know you're supposod To submit OLQndbj orders " When
asked, However. since you moved, and I think you simply overlooked the
call accidentally in 49. I don't think it's fair to kick I you off, And
here we go, Bernie. with something for your benefit:
1978-E. Arrakis.(tc $5'06), The Beholder.. loug Hayward (to 506), John
Kelley, T Ar Alan Hanselluzdro #02). Ron Xelly (out W06), E: Mark .Jim-
bush {dro WO&) Bob Acheson. F: Duane Skuce (oub WOL). G: Ron Shea (res
J01), Jan Jensen (dro SO7). Tony Watson., Jialy: Blair Cusack (win FO7).
P Dave Head (dro S07), John Masters. T: Mike Minicola (dro W03). Barry
Hickey.
Final Centre chart:
EB(2y: Ldi, StP, HMf. Remove 1.
C(‘?-)u i e'& dan 72515 Eﬁz Hﬁa‘s Even,
I(201): Home, France, Austria, Tun, Ser, Spa, Por, Ipl, BgX. Gre. Rum. lon.
¥ar. Bel, Hol, build L, wins!
Russ(B): Sev, Hos, Ber, Mun, Swe, FKdf, E/%, J44, Nuy. Build 1.
T(2): Ank, Smy. Con, Build one.
And a bit of final press:
Rome~Ankara: For your persistience at least. I owe you Constantinope Back.
Well done. Barry,
Mind Flgxer- Blair's right. Youtve stuck with thiks terrible position
through thick and than, and deserve credit, Thanks,

And, fimaily, herefs the yearly centre chart:
01 02 02 Oh Q5 06 O?

A 3 553 3 Kote now in - spots the little

B L 4 5 4 2 3 2 guys bakiled bagk from 1-centre pos-
P L 3 3 ¢ - 2 = itions to even #3, Also, Blair got
o 5 4 7 e 5 5 2 six In 1901:; one must of bean Tri,

T S 8 g 1 16% 16 20 one Mar, one Tun,

R 6 6 & 7 8+ 8 6 X op ne down, six to got

m ll‘ 5 3 2 1 2 3 e “1\*’ C\‘Cl?f“ whaxapr,

NN NN N NN N R N AN R R R R R A AR R AR A R A N AN S N S NN R SN A RS SIS LIy LS

1978-HB, Winter 1905/3pring 1906:

Winter: Austria NRR, NRR; A War ret-CTB, GM removes {by random draw) A Boh,
A Alb; France bilds °F Mara A Par, Turkey builds A Ank, A Con, F Smy,
Spring:

Austria ((Jim Lynch): NMR! Al's Vie, Sil, F's Tyh, Ton H.

France (Tom Mirti): T' Nth.lNwg, F Bel~Nih A Hol-Kie, A Bur 3 A Gas .far,

8 Gas-Mar, & Par-Pic, F Mar- Lyo, F Lyo»Tus, ¥ ”EGM:ES‘ F RAf S F Mid-Jes,
Germany (Jerry doness NMR! A's Ber, Kie, Ruh, Mun, ¥'s Den, 3Swe all H,
Ifalx Eh&ﬂdOlph Smyth): NMR! Als Tyo, Ple, s Rom. Tun H,

Turkey (Tom Thormsen): A Rum~Gal, A VYar 5 4 Rum«aal A Con~Bul, A Ank-Rum,
FBla ¢ A AnkeRum, A Pru $ A Jarg A Mos-Ukr, A 35tP H, F Gre H, F Smy-Eas,

Deadline for Fall 1906 is 26 _Jan 79. Could Peter Ashley (address in
the list) please standby for Austria? [ don't = think Randolph will HNMRE
again, (by the way, Blalrg thanks for the unused s%andb; ordirs!) aand
Jerry wrote to &xprPSk that he's still palying, bub seat no Spring orders!
He asked for a separation, but gave no reason; therefore I compromised by
going sheas with the season (whether ne submitted orders is irrelevant
for that purpose), and keeping him in on his word, There are calls for
GIFT & FAGT draws, RVR=absteniion, No room for the press and other stuff
rignt here, so 1°11 put it oa the next nag




Yes, herals thav 8D
dind Fld@” .::ef‘e’:;i;
as good ploce as any o i :

”?19&8@ ateeph By aroln tos Topo R Y S
that 1 acted ip Baste and Ao erwor. wiiihoms oonomd o e o e Tt
as a publiishe )

5o haauyf in
in the last issue
via post card,

This haste. however, d09$ 13t Juatily che
Jected you %o, I guess the: Iu :
win or lose, it's how you pl
youtve taught me,

& A

ARG

I would like to request thah Ll
The Peholdei . ((Typos arve mine. as )
Mind Flayer: Forgiven gnd LUYL);?M nd Ttve Been o 1000 . 3
recent,y in what I aav in the z.ne in a lsuier, I'w soupy
Munich: The CGerman govermmeni wnae 2d *o nate the prescpts o

upits preotecting Pﬁlt;im and
little close vhough?
Berlin: The Gerwmsa Sofitball Tsas
this year when they go on the ioad
the Turkish ETQyorgs The Gon Fen., @
Augtirian players the German L
Papadena: An explanation is
Was inceantionsl, Germany COE
action when the oiher oouniz ~
ed in Prussia and Dob Beardsisy o
but it did, Berlin. 7T celled E};
He said that he wouvld delsy
order: E A Pru ret Ber., He %rba ,
were a corbined season and having
Torn) but to this day I have never
aged Bob if there vas some wey
into the — game, He sal 2
1 paid my wmoney 1aoi 1¢A,
as much right Lo play Cermany
was just a middle rap in this ¢ e
concerning my reinstatement, That vag
I hope that thers are no inastiile

P
L.{

e .
N AR A & SR

hard

v Do

We are just seven pWavﬁnﬁ a Lo : ¢
Mind lmler° o, there are no Vi oy TS

this metier ciosé 2d,, and get on

1979-~TA and 1979.CC: HNick coppasrently
issue, So these games are ﬁue‘jﬂ ]

I keep haviag 1egitimatﬁ PHCURE
your requesié vas not a fTachtori
had it not been Tor Wickis dilemws ”[ ”omlﬂ
Orders or file in CG from everyo yne hal Hick
Nick. Our hegutiful postal sevices....

By the way, Clivels back atv 24 oAk
And unti’ 1l 2 Jan 79, Markus s back CAe
then he's back at school, (ihe Cor

I'm afreid even Laurencel!s colinmm Lare it

Fact that I'm printing an addressz 13
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Surorizzi I de have reom fop Rod's anadysis. and can't print it any-
way becaunse Tthe HZ Geadline has not yed passced. Dlarn-darn-daran. But I
CAN print iwo responses o kis 2071 opelysis. First, the illustirious Mark
Berch:

"I do not agree with Rod Walker that in the Cockatrice game., 4 Ven~
Tyc, A Vlew$xw_was ceriainly prearranged. Tndeed, while iis guile poss—
bifes I don't even think it's likely, Trom Augiria's point of view, a
standoeff in Tr1 is Much betten as a double cross Of taly in 'Cockatrice
would have A Ven~mr£““very demaging. By contrast. the standoff in Pri, if
Italy betrays, gives only A Ven, A4 Tyo {{is)) not as geod & position., Al«
50, % Ven-Tri looks more fearsome To other players than does A Rom-Apu. 4
Nep- 0, and this is more likely to fool people, I5 Aus did agree to chat
Tyo standoff. he Took a comsiderablg-—-and unnecessary risk,

"Ttaly's moves are not all iha Peomrion, They are the basis for the
so~called Yguperpower' I-A alliance againsgt R-T, Itgl y moves A Ven-Tyo-
Boh, and that A Boh is used to help A against R, even as the  Ausirian
fleet helps I agalnat T. Secord, it can be used as part of a sneak attack
on either G or A, as 4 Rom-Apu is camouflage for Italy's true inteniions."

((J¥X here: very astute, I am unable to spesk on this, as iia GM, so
#e!ll see what Curtis Gibson has to say. It will be interesting to see if
Curt comes up with any more alternatives, sh guys?))

So; here he is, in the flegh, Curtis Bibeon:

"Most of Jalkeris analysis was ok, thc he was a 1itl too sure aboul
some things, Hie main fault 1'd guess is re Germany, {'11 guess Lt Ger,
does OK., Ger wl likely dbl on ¥War, & keep Mun too, as F really wanis Bel,
unless there’s a F-R alliance, Therse's about egqual chances Lt R wl use 2.
1, or O for War, so 2/3 chance %t G. takes it, But if R uses 2, it gi?&s
up Bla S, & doesn!t get Rum, so wl gill have no bld. I think R is ¢ one in
trouble, & expect G, 2 bld, RC, "

((MF: I'11 keep the subbers in suspense until next time as to wheth-
er gurt was rLght Sorry to butt in, here, but I couldntt resist.))

" So, wi B2 bld, & F 3. G, is in for a hard time, but wi eauf aire-
ngth to persuade B or F to ally wi G vs, t other, as I think L & P are now
neutrala not allied, & wd not be surprised if F & G are actually zllies, wch
wd be t logical justification for G!'s start.

“Besides those 2 doubits re Walker's anamyaisw I have one other, I
think T 2 Ger must be allles¢ & T wl get Sev in th2, And % Lepanto is toc
slow to accomplish much if T expects 1t, Thias T wl swpect, 3 Loll It. it's
no use trying it.

MA Lth possible oversight by R¥; A4 F.It plan ake Mun., % no A-It
alliance, DBecause Bgliille is such z clever plagcfg & a vet, of Hany gamss,
as Austria, & I wd half think he used ~Tyo to foil t commoun It. atcack, And
becauge A se¢dom uses U&ewTyo (Iive seep it only 1 or 2 times in t hundreds
of games live seen) it iz a smart Fu.l attack om Mun,"

((Now, T can talk. Yes, Baillie is an expert; one of the best, from
what I've seen, Yes, A Tyo-Vie{reverse that!) is rare., But I tand to aE—
ree with Rod, from what Ifve seen, Yhat I saw, that you didn’t. was the
press for that weason, I saw a piece from an Ttalian dateline “here, say-
ing that he was glad Germany had written. Knowing the G-I players; and
that they already knew each other, I don't think a P-I atiack on Mun was
likely., I favour the pwe«arranged standoff idea of Rodis here,))

((fnd Andy checked in with this, I hope he won't wimd me putting it
here, instead of the press section in [fKDB, where it belongs, but 17 I put
it here he!ll have more company. che ERE s ok. Andy.))

¥
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"Black analysis:

Did I (Germany) agree to this analysis stuff? If so, I must indeed by
((thatis my typo there; should be z'hel!}) incompetent. by is it "obvious"
that 1'd made "sirong overiures toward Rusgia? Are 21l my negotiations
being routed through Rod ¥zlker? No, that can't be the answer, because 1
never made any such sirong overtures. Why is a massive altack called a
massive stab? Usually in the esrly geme years, players unfamiliar with
each other are very uneasy aboul their new allles, so right here with the
Spring *01 orders Rod has announced without any hknowlege of treities ar
negotiations or me, that Germany can't be trusied and is incompetent.
Terrific.

"For the information of my allies and enemies, I put all my eggs in one
basket because England and France (in alphabetical order) promised not %o
bother the other bsaket, If Itd made "sirong overitures" to Russiaa. would
he mve ordired A Mos %o hold? Russials troubles should be blamed on Ruass-
ja's orders, and not on a fictitious stab (or perhape I hypnotized him
into amking those Fall orders).

"lopng-range prediction: scratch the analysis,"

Mind Flayer: I think the problem causing all that frothing at {he mouth is
t od®s just a tad bit sure of himself in places, If 1 may suggest:
Rod, you might oughta start saylng ‘might' and 'I thipk! more often when
ther's an alternative that could be behind . - xomething. Andy, youire
being a little rough, f say., If you two both bond a litile , ifhings will
work out,

AHALFPAGETOGOINTHISISSUEANDI CANTTHINKO FANYTHINGGOODTO SAVHERESO ILLJUSTSIT

Ah! Thought of something, Do some of you non-D&Ders wonder what my
game names mean? Here you go,
A Bulette is a weird cross between a giant snapping turtal and giant arma-
dillo with infusions of demon'!s ichor, and terribly fierce, Cockatrices
are like a flying rooster who can turn things to stone by touch. Dopple~
gangers are c¢reatures who c¢an change Lo any roughly man-shaped bipedal
creature they obsave, Eitins are two-hesded orcish gianis, Faeries (not
that, Rod) are Gray Flves, the most magical and dintellegent of the elves,
Gargoyles are savage, winged, horned, taloned, Inged crestures basically
man-shaped and knowing no fear, Hippogriifs are a horse with an eaglels
beak, fromt claws in Place of front hooves, and wings., And of course, an
Illi%hid is Dark Elven for mind flsyer, a horrid, basically man-shaped
creatmre with four tentacles in place of a mouth with which it drains out
human bralns with relish, and eats them, The little piciture on the back
depicts an Illithid, Their ckin is purple and they are very wicked, and
conglder humankind as cattle to feed upon. Bascd cn crual experim-
ents in my dungeons, seven men are nesded to fight one illithir., ILvery
time I sick mind flayers on people i get an insane, Wansonic gleewn in my
eyes, Il'm told,

REFLECTIONS ON TEN MONTHS OF PUBLISHING

This is my first Christmas as a publisher, I think this zine has
seen bad times and goed, but all my subscribers are like a big family.
A1l of you have seen me depressed, irraticmal, fanatical, celm, scared
etiff, and joyful, You know me well by now, and I know many of  you.
And jit's been a good ten months, geiling established., learning the ins and
outs of the trade, meeting such pillars of the hobdby as Michalski, Kendter
and Walker, and kpmowing all of you. Sc, from the bottom of wmy heart, have
a happy holiday season, (ind send a picturei) i




Cf course, I am goling to revise a houmerule, I MORE JAHCUYMOUS LiLl-
TRAL CRD¥RS Pericd, This is irrevocable I made = groms exror in Lrye
ing a new vdwa, vhich nade most sets of mQVGS 80 good that the bhest sirat-
egy was a [MR., 5o let's drop the whole subiect. And zno. I'w not golng to
reprint the houserules next time, and am so sick oi fudging with them that
T'm giving strong consideration to Just Baying the heck with it., Here's
a summary of my welrd proceduraes no pref _LSF“J 21l draw votes are anon-
ymous and LVR is an abstention, Jou must submit a GUCD reason for wanbting
season separsiion. no nasty protests, no tricking the @M, No coastal creep.
no leniendy with sub lapses, no joint orders, contingency orders, codewords,
perpetual orders, and I grade prevty hard on order legibilityx snd easiness-
of reading, flying in the face of the Rulabook, Black press ok, but no more
than 12 lines per game per issue., orders on diffenrent sheets for different
games,. on one side of paper only, no Tretick cronies or such like, if you
submit press you do so realizing that I reseprve the right to ignore what~
ever vress I want (geiting mad ofer fqllure to print press is ridiculous!).
1 alw s combine Jinter/Spring unless there is & good reason not to, no
BP ating & me, you MUST MUST MUST include game name, country, date,
season, and signature (first name “11; be okt if easily vocogn&zabj as your"‘,
i use standbys who get §i,50 (GKC”Du traders) for angwering the call, I con-
fiscate dprooutl'’s accouanz if a voted draw and win occur olﬂﬂlﬁ&ﬂ@OdSlf
the win hapnens. and no nuity concessions to weird places, How's that?!?

And of course, I must wish each and every one of you a VIRy Merry
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