





to want his work acknowledged, and naturally he'll be tempted to claim credit for E;
accomplishments which lie outside the scope of his work. teachers, for instance,

are caught in a contradiction in which they claim that it is they who bear the respon-
sibility of the education of our youth, but at the same time no one can make a child
learn if that child doesn't want to learn. Just as teazchers exaggerate thelr respon-
s10ility in order to be paid better, politicians will exaggerate their responsibility
in order to be elected. public figures, and particularly (but not exclusively) democrats,
like to tell us that we deserve this, or we have a right to have that, or it's only
decent to expect such-and-such. maybe it is decent, but sometimes it's unrealistic.
sure we deserve. as far as i'm concerned, each of my friends and acquaintances
deserves to have a million dollars, and furthermore the entire human race deserves
peace and prosperity everlasting, but that doesn't make it happen.

Jesse jackson says that health care is a basic human right. well, sorry, but it's
not. history and logic are clear about that. how much health care? no right is ever
going to deny the fact of death. 1ife 1s by nature a deterliorating and potentially
unpleasant process. however, there are things which can be done to slacken the deteri-
cration and to avert the unpleasantness, thus we all work to make our lives better.
the key concept here 1s that things get better not because we want it or deserve it,
but because we work for it -- and to preclisely that extent. (as ye sow, so shall ye
reap.) natch. that’'s the whole point of working, and in a nutshell, that's the whole
point of our entire economy.

michael dukakis says that americans have a right to have good jobs at good wages.
1 disagree. Just as one makes friends by belng personally likable, one makes money by
being economically likable. money, as number-crunching economists are apt te forget,
is simply a quantification of lives belng made more pleasant. unhappy workers every-
where are drlven by the myth that a job's value 1s a function of how much hardship it
causes the worker {and thus they seek to make themselves more valuable by taking on more
hardship). wrong. a person's earnings i1s a function of the unhardship he grants to
someone else -- his employer, his clients or customers, or hls emplover's clients nor
customers. one could get lost in semantics debating exactly what 1s meant by the
"right" to good wages, but it represents and encourages misgulded thinking if it =says
that a person's worth as a worker is anything but a reflection of how much he causes
others to value him. (as ye sow....)

SCRABBLE

the current player for the rack is jake halverstadt, who says: 'tempting to go
10h:;odious, leaving HIP in the tray. dr afflerbach would love that one, almost a
guaranteed double word score. bll:plous looked good for vowel removal and 14 points,
but 1 don't like how that play opens things up in column 15. ©bllishop grabs 18
points but leaves ITOU in the tray.

"50 here's the move: ©bll:hoop. 1its 18 points matches what chuff scored in the top
of the inning and it rope-a-dopes pretiy well, as seems Lo be the style here. not happy
wlth the leftover SUII, may be suicidal but it sults me for now."

Jake seems to have forgotten all the discussion in previous turns about the hedaddy
play. chuff checked in to point out that it's still avallable. so did pete gawghan,
who says: "“everybody, i'm sure, will see the various words 1've considered (bll:shop;
10hiodious; bll:hoops among them). still, 1'll send these in case nobody kibitszes.

"g10:pads;pod, oxeyes=31.

"12b: hodaddy;ho,0x=30.

"] prefer the latier because you will probably be able to go back to pads on the
followingz turn, but not vice versa. also, 1 prefer to leave IIPSU in the rack instead
of HIIOU, though it's a marginal cholce. 850 my vote for the hodaddy play."

i too think that 12b:hodaddy 1s superior to glO:pads. nobody saw my favorite play,
1ha:phijoh,xi=35. 1t scores a few more points than hodaddy and leaves a rack which is
Jjust as good, 1 think. IOSU has a hlgher percentage of vowels, but it btreaks up the I
pair.

though it's not clear whether 12b:hodaddy is better than l4a:phi, it is clear that
1t's better than bll:hoop, s0 on the board 1t goes and pete takes over as the player
for rack B. .
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the score 1s now 85-91. IIPSU remains on rack B. chuff draws four tile= and rack
A now contalns AGILSTV.

1 think 1 need to remind players that the gm participates in the kibitzing in this
game. once 1 have drawn tlles for a player, 1 do not comment untll the player has taken
his turn, but after a play 1s made and before the next player's tiles are drawn, i
like to add my commentary about board position, potential moves and the like., 1 might
comment on anythlng 1 am aware of and that includes any comments others may have made
to me. so0 If you have a clever move in mind, don't menticn 1t to me and expect me
to keep 1t a secret. 1f 1t's a secret, keep 1t to yourself and hope 1 don't notice it
on my Own,

TITAN:

following are the rules to the titan varlant some friends and 1 conceived of about
a Year agc., none of us ever wWorked out any rules untll now. the game has not been
playtested and i'm net even sure if the rules are complete and unambiguous, but pete
has been pestering me to release them, so here they are. pubbers are encouraged to
reprint these rules, and anyone 1s encouraged to send me comments on understandablility
of the rules and playabllity of the game.

dogplle titan:

in dogpile titan, battles are not resclved all at once within a single game-turn.
instead, they are played one battleround per game-turn. play continues on the master-
board while the tattle 1s in progress, and other leglons may Join the tattle.

rules are the same as in regular titan except as contradlcted below:

1) engagements may be resolved by fleeing, concession, or agreement, as in
regular titan. an engagement can be conceded to one of the engaged players, at any
time, if all of the other engaged players agree to it.

2) when a battle occurs, the leglion marker of the attacker remzins on the master-
becard, as in regular titan. for the purposes of movement on the masterboard, players
treat 1t as an enemy legion which may be engaged.

3} when a playver enzages amn enemy legien which 1z already engaged in alile, ihat
player becomes the new attacker. (1f he was already the attacker, he remains so.)
the erstwhile attacker is now considered a defender. if the new attacker was already
a defender in the tattle, hls legion marker on the turn record track 1s removed and
he 1s no longer consldered a defender. when the new attacker's maneuver phase comes,
his characters enter the battleland as if the batile were just beginning.

4) during the encagement phase of any player's turn, one battleround is played in
each battle. the mover determines the order 1in which the battles are visited.

5) a battleround consists of one maneuver phase for each engaged player with a
rutual strike phase following each maneuver phase. the defender who has been defend-
ins longest (that is, whose legion marker has progressed farthest on the turn record
track) takes his maneuver phase first, followed by the other defenders in order of
seniority. the attacker takes hils maneuver phase last,

6) during a strike phase all players engaged in the battle attack with their
characters. the player who just completed hls maneuver phase conducts hls attacks
first. the other players follow in the same order in which they take thelr mmneuver
phases, with the senlor defender taking his turn after the attacker.

7) a battle may not end except at the end of a btattleround., at the end of a
battleround:

a) any defender with no characters remaining in the battle removes his legion
marker from the turn record track;

b) if the attacker has no characters remaining, his leglon marker is removed
from the masterboard and replaced by the legion marker which has progressed least on
the turn record track. +the defender owning that marker is now consldered the
attackery

cg if only one player has characters remalning, that player has won Lhe battle; and

d) I1f a defender has completed his seven turns as defender and stlll has one or
more characters remaining 1in battle, he wins a time-~loss victory.

8) any defender is entitled to a reinforcement on his fourth maneuver phase,
subject to the usual restrictions. the reinforcement enters from the side opposite



the one from which the current attacker entered, regardless of which side the
defender entered from. note that it is possible for a player to get more than one
reinforcement per battle.

9) an attacker may summon an angel o a batile during his first maneuver phase
following the first strike phase of that battle in which one of his characters slays
an enemy character. 1f that phase comes when the player is a defender, he loses hls
opportunity to summon an angel to that battle (though it doesn't matter if he was a
defender when the slaying took place). an angel may not be summoned if it is cur-
rently engaged in battle. a player may summon more than one angel during a single
enzagement phase.

10) a player may move one of his legions to join a battle in which he is a par-
ticipant, even if the total number of characters currently engaged in battle and in
the legion joining the battle is more than seven. however, unless some of hls char-
acters are slain before his maneuver phase, some of the characters in the joining
legion will not be allowed to enter the battleboard. a player may never have more
than seven characters in battle,

11) the winner of a battle (unless he wins a time-loss victory) scores points
for all characters slain in the battle except his own, regardless of which player
slew them,

12) when a titan is slain in battle, credit for the slaying goes to the victor of
that battle, regardless of whose character slays the titan.

characters in the slain titan's legion are removed from the battleboard at the
end of the strike phase in which the titan 1s slain. the eliminated player's other
characters are removed from the game at the end of the battleround in which the titan
was slain,

the tltan and slain characters in hls legion score full peints to the player
credited with slaying the titan; other characters in the titan's legion and characters
not involved in engagements score half polnts to the player credited with slaying ihe
titan: and characters involved in another engagement score half points (if unslain) or
full points (if slain) to the victor of that engagement. the eliminated player's
legion markers go to the player credited with slaying the titan.

if a battle is still unresolved when the eliminated player's characters are removed
from it, the number of points owed the victor is noted, and the points are awarded
when the batile is resolved.

13) note that these rules will necessitate extra battleboards and another method
(besides facing) of keeping track of which characters belong to which players and of
which side each attacker entered the battle from.

LETTERS

eric ozog (9/16): "i've been 'in the field' camped out 10 days at a time working
on a wild turkey habitat study on sitgreaves national forest., to be brief we would
radio-track turkeys fitted with radio transmitters, and once we cornered a bird and
got a visual on it we would measure the vegetation and other site characteristics.
once all this statistical data is crunched and conclusions are drawn the info will be
useful to forest managers so turkey populatlions can be maintained or increased. that
vwas how 1 spent my summer. now i1'm back in school and the work lecad is increasing, so
it's time to disappear for a while.

"re: the duke vs the bush., that was some dellghiful duke bashing from hood --
makes me confused. 1 was a registered independent but since there's no independent
party to speak of 1 switched to democratic and voted for jackson in the caucuses.
voted for anderson in '80. 1 don't recall voting in '84. 1 told my father-in-law,
who is very much a republican, that 'a vote for the duke is a vote for eric.' he
agreed with my reason ~- that if the duke gets in maybe 1 would have a better shot at
landing a job with the feds upon graduation -- Af the federal land management agencles
get some more bucks so they can hire me! 1 am a good investment of taxpayers' money
*cause 1'll tzke care of the woods well: a civil servant who won't degenerate into
a bureaucrat {s2id with a loathing sneer). a civil servant become a bureaucrat when
he becomes a screw-up, insensitive, paper shuffler, desk pilot.”
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me: 1'd add to that when he sacrifices the goals of his employer for the sake of //
his own career, 1i've heard 1t sald that it i1s the duty of every worker to try to make
himself obsolete. most of us are in no danger of ever completing our jobs (sometimes
it's hard to even keep up), and the government is not likely to ever finish its work
of providing for the common defense, promoting the general welfare, and all that. but
1 wonder 1f somewhere among those promoters and providers there isn't a disincentive
to make the department work as efficlently as possible. best of luck.

jim burgess (9/20): "1 wouldn't totally cease your habit of running off in differ-
ent directions with readers’ comments., +that's what 1 like most about benzene. 1in fact,
frequently i make comments designed to generate response from you.

"1 found your quayle discussion extremely well-balanced. 1 currently am extremely
upset that the media is so polarized {especially the print media, since that's what
1 see --) for one candidate or the other while i'm floundering hopelessly in the middle.
Jake halverstadt and 1 always seem to be on the same wavelength (especially voting
patterns). so since 1'll have to do an absentee ballot anyway, i'm voting again for
babbitt too at thls point. i.am pleased that bruce babblitt was still on the primary
ballet in RI on super tuesday so i could vote for him then.”

((1 find myself with strongzly mixed feelings about quayle. on the one hand i1 feel
bad about criticizing him because the accusatlions beilng made agalnst him are so unde-
served. on the other hand, i1 feel bad about defending him because he really does
leave me unimpressed. 1 guess that's what it means to be well-balanced.))

"mark berch spends most of his time looking at patents -- he works in the u.s.
patent office, 1t wasn't clear that you perceived that. ({1 knew.)) 1'd really like
to know about the electric car patents too. 1 hope berch gets around to answering
that., speaking of auto companies, how many people gathered that cloverleaf corporation
in who framed roger rabbit? is based on general motors? does everyone know why?

((i'11 bite. why?))

*1'11 encourage you to map the political spectrum. 1 have three indices in mind
100, roughly based on economic, socilal, and individual freedom. 1 am curlous where i
would fall on such a spectrum. in wrobel's 'snowman' 1'd fall somewhere near you and
peel, btut i don't find that descriptive, since 1 don't identify well with reagan
democrats or moderate republicans."

me: my three indices are more psychological. they'd be roughly based on: basic
trust of one's environment; interest in the well-beinz of others; and estimation of
one's own worth. 1 think political opinions can be traced back to these. 1 suspect
people would balk at being classified, though,

if 1 ever decide to write a book, it'll probably be about the psychologlcal roots
of the political attitudes of the left. 1it's a topic i keep coming back to in bz --
the discussions of anthropophobes, of seelng oneself as an object of one's environ-
ment, and (especially if i ever get around to printing chris carrier's letters) the
shbek and gullt experlenced by young american bourgeols when they discover poverty.
this is years away, of course, for one thing, 1'd llke {o get a more solid back-
ground in psychology before 1 get too serlous.

more jim burgess (this next part is a response to david hood's letter in bz #43,
page 9): “in the position of knowing a great deal about the dukakis administration
in massachusetts, but not really wanting to defend him, i1'd still like to torpedo
david hood's (via the bush campaign's) blatant lies.

"1) +the spending growth figure of 65% between 1983 and 1988 is caused by two
things {about equally), inflation (which it shares with the feds) and population
growth (much faster than the rest of the united states). real per capita MA state
spending has fallen slightly over this period. nothing plsses me off more than
'proving' things with inflation and population growth.

"2) ny opinion dovetails more and more with yours on higher property taxes
except for the falrness cost of the confiscation of land. ((1*m intrigued. please
elaborate.)) since i've just been teaching henry george etc to my students, 1'd
sound excesslively pedagogical if 1 tried to discuss it. 1 know it's not sufficlent




but hood (bush) is being very misleading.

“3) agaln, job growth (and wage growth) in MA has made 1t very difficult to keep
state agencies running with qualified people. they have unfilled state jobs because
the salaries are too low. 1if it iIs business's fault, perhaps they should be taxed.
in any case, the last thing MA needs is more businesses moving in. besldes, tax dis-
tortion is one of the least efficlent ways to run the free enterprise system david
hood seems fo be supporting.

"4) the productivity argument is wrong too, for some very technical reasons that
1'11 spare you (interest rates and international exchange rates), but the united states
1s very definitely in the middle of a productivity growth slowdown. oh yes, one easy-
to-see fallacy 1in the argument 1s that reagan presided over a serlous recession. pro-
ductivity must be measured across business cycles, not starting from the deepest
recession in the post-war perliod.

“5) health plans -~ did you know signapore (bastion of free market ideals) ((but
not exactly democratic)) has one of the most extensive and successful soclalized health
systems in the world? care to guess why? they vlew labor as a natural resource that
must be protected and kept healthy to remaln employable. 1'm not proposing anything,
Just being a gadfly. defend singapore, mr hood. leaving blue collar workers uninsured
will not solve the health cost crisis. ((true, tut i think dukakis's national health
care plan is a mistake. remind me to address this in a later issue.))

"i'm sure david hood will now be stabbing me in the dip game we're 1n together,
but 1 wish these radical republicans would see the fallacy in thelr free market ravings.
1 agree with you, that the big problem is that social programs don't work. slowly,
we are inching our way toward the correct solutions ((oh?)). 1 won't bore you with
details, but the basic idea is lncentive schemes for government agencles to take away
the incentive to spend one's entire congresslonally allocated budget. that's why
$1,000 screwdrivers appear.

"{1'm sorry you cut yourself off. the last few pages were really humming: sasso
to minimum wage (sometimes your economic intuition is better and more easily understood
than mine, 1 tend to think mathematically and then translate back) to pledge of alle-
giance to felons on parole, but let me close by saying that 1 wouldn't let me stop you
from talking about football. 1 used to follow 1t on its high level intellectual strat-
egy plane, but couldn't stand watching the games, so 1 let 1t slip. 1 still think
football coaches are extremely smart."

me: 1 can't watch a full game unless 1'm dolng something else at the same time.
if 1 pay attention, 1 get bored after about an hour, the best-kept secret about foot-
ball is that behind all the hitting and grunting 1t's the most strategically sophisti-
cated sport. sure, the size and talent of one's players is very relevant, just as the
luck of the die is relevant in titan or backgammon. the trick is to recognize these
varlables and strategize taking them into account.

mr wrobel too asked for my belated football predictlons. 1 have them in my response
to his letter, which probably won't make i1t in thils issue.

i'm pleased to hear that you like my economic intuition, but i fear that as 1 slowly
begin to understand economics 1'm losing my layman's touch. a few weeks ago 1 was
expressing to a friend some thoughts about the rjr-nablisco leveraged buy-out and about
buy-outs in general. her response was, "oh, 1 don't understand any of that stuff."”
later 1 remembered that she minored in economics. ylkes.

Please stop hiding behind excuses like, "i won't bore you with the details." 1i'm
sure your intentions are good, but it's difficult to resisting thinking that your
arguments are unsound. at least provide the details for my sake, and if they really are
boring, 1'll keep them out of the zeen.

chuff afflerbach (9/27): "great show, that carmen. what a gal! lots of fun
watching you belt it out and ham it up on stage. we all know about causal relation-
ships between operas and fat ladles, but from my seat in the second row 1 learnhed a
new truth: it ain't really over tiil the last one clears the alsle. this was my first
time ever at the opera, and i couldn't have picked a better introcductlon. oakland sure
has come a long way. four hours in a crowded theather in the middle of downtown, and
the only stabbing was on stage!

"spent three weeks at yellowstone, and after the firestorms, windstorms, snow, and
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raln came michael dukakis -- a day late and, well, just plain short. he flew in for
the better part of an hour, just long enough to stand in front of a burnt tree and
shake hands wlth park superintendent barbee -- a man most residente of montana and
wymoing are ready to lynch! an unintentionally ironlc photo op, but i suppose the
campaign has already written off those states, right?

"by now everyone is slck of hearing about the yellowstone fires, right? a national
disaster, an environmental catastrophe, a bureaucratic debacle -- well, yes and no.
having done my small part to fan the flames of media hysteria for the world's most
important networt, 1'd now like to clarify a few, ahem, misconceptions inadvertently
passed on during the journallstic frenzy.

“1) not all burning trees look alike. what you saw on tv night after night was
the same tree burning again and again -- or more correctly, the same footage of that
tree the one day it burned. personally, 1 was as scrupulous as deadlines would permit
about always editing fresh flames into our reports, btut back at w.m.l.n. headquarters
in atlanta such distinctions get blurred. some 'file footage' is always lying around,
maybe from another day, another fire, another year. heck, flames is flamss, and frankly,
the network is queer for flames.

"2) camera crews did not wander freely through the holocaust, and neither can
you. as much as we would have lik=d to, the park rangers did their best to prohibit
l1t. we had a few accldental brushes with wildfire, but almost all the dramatic foot-
age seen on tv was shot during 'controlled' burns; the firefighters would deliberately
back-fire a meadow or stand of trees to create a fire break in front of the advancing
flames. 1n that case we would be escorted to the fire line, wait for the trees to
torch, and then grab a few sensational seconds of video before the rangers forced us
to move to safety. the burning bulldings you saw were not deliberately torched.

*3) the park was definitely not incinerated. parts were badly burned, but not
nearly as much as people were led to believe, the park service reported daily on
estimated acreage within the fire perimeters; simple-minded reporters compared this
to acreage in the park for an inflated percentage of park burned, Ffirst off, noi
everything within the fire perimeter fell within the park boundaries. also, not
everything within the perimeter was destroyed. supposedly a fire only burns about
30% of the terrain it passes over. =so the million acres 'affected' were not all
announced. at any one time only a tiny part of the forest 1s actually burning; the
fire moves about in hot spots a few acres at a time, a few miles per day.

"4} there's still plenty to see in yellowstone. the yellowstone river, from
the lake down through the grand canyon, was virtually untouched. and plenty of back
country didn’t bturn. it's so obvious most folks overlook one fact: the fire, like
wind, water, and people, follows the path of least reslistance. 1n the park the rivers
flow through mountain canyons, and the roads follow the rivers. these canyons act as
wind tunnels, and that's where the fire gets the hottest. the madison river canyon,
along with 1ts tributaries the firehole and gibbon, were the hardest hlt areas. these
are also the most frequently travelled roads in the park. so the first impression is
likely to be pretty bleak. but hike over the nearest ridge and things are bound to
look greener. and after the first light snow, we could hardly tell the burnt area
from the good. come next spring, new growth will further hide much of the damage.

*5) as most folks suspect, a raging forest fire is fearsome and fascinating, it
creates its own wind, which sounds like a jet plane coming right at you. it casts
its own eerie glow as the smoke blocks out the sun, and at fifty yards you can feel
the heat. of course it is deadly, mostly to hurrowing rodents. the larger memmals
have little trouble getting out of the way. among those who stand and fight, the most
common injury is broken bones caused by falling trees, the only fatallity among the
10,000 workers was a firefighter who got his throat cut in a bar up in bozeman. our
one closse call came when hot embers started a grass fire in the meadow where we had
parked. it almost cost us a rent-a-car, but with a 20-second dash through the smoke
the crisis was over.

“6) hurricane gilbert d4id not put out the fire. it merely knocked it off the
front page. in fact, the fire is technically still burning (smoldering, anyway), in
hundreds of stumps and roots across the park., it supposedly can hibernate all winter






