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BERSERKER 26 JaN, 7, 1975

As Charlie Farquharson would say: "This id be yer Berserker XXVI*
pubrecated by Doug Ronson yer Gamesmasturbator and pubrecator who'd
1ive at 864 Ingysol Ct. in yer cittee of Misty-Sogy, Ontaryo, L5J 281
(them's last numbers would be yer Postal Crude, which is what themn
fellas in the Postal Opifice went on strike over, that an yer Otto-
mayshun.) Yer subcraptions would be 7 fer a dollar, thanks to yer
inflapmation, No Diplamacy games are openin' write now."

Speaking of which, Charlie Farquharson has a new book out (how'd you
ruess?) titled "Charlie Farguharson’s Jogfree of Canda, the Whirld and
other places." The subject is of course Geography but he raubles on
about anything and everything., Here's an excerpt from the last page
of the books

Ther's just wan oinkmint on yer fly I shud menshun. And that's
the possibility of yer noockleleer holycost.

Up 'til reecent, mosta us thot the danger of fall-off had faln

off. But the whirld is so neuralgic fer th'old days of the Fiftys that
all the golden oldys are beln' brot back. Fer eggsample, twenny year

a%o yer Tronto TransPorts went outa Cnission, and yer tceny-age Exhib-
ifionist wuz swimnin' the Lake. We bln so brane-washed by them good

0ld daze, I wooden be s'prised If they brung back yer Kareen war.

And now, mebby, it's Hero-shimmy time agen. That's why every-
buddy wants to git into yer tomic reeacter bizness. And Carda seams
to be yer mane supplyer... we bln doon deels with Injure, Archintinny,
Soused Kareer, and Lord nose hoo-all sub yer rosy.

If the only way we got to beet yer inflayshun and yer over-popill-
ation is by turnin® the hole wirld into a pile a atomlcal bums, then
this is in deed....

.+ «XZR END,

Strange how souething can be humourous and serious at the same time.
To use the classic comparison, like how Chinese sweet and sour sauce
can be both at the same time. You'll find a lot more meaning in this
book than his History book and if you 1liked it you'll love this one.

#Boot Feetnote: I know that shud be Berserker 26, but them's Roamin
Numerals. &nd there's so many Eyetalians cum over lately that yer
pollytishuns is afraid to loose ther vote. How do you think Daisy
Lewls got plucked?




Throughout history Vikings have been known as great warriors. "The fer-
ocity of the Viking raiders terrified the people of Burope. Not only
were they. cruel, but, they also carried out thelr ralds with zest and
efficiency" said one history source. Yet there is at least one instance
in history where the Vikings did not live up to thelr reputation as great

warriors. :

The t ime 1s 1006 and the place is a Viking caup souwewhere on the east-
ern coast of Canada. They have just wipcd out a group of Skraelings
(natives of North America, now extinct) who's peaceful intentions were
corfused to be warlike and the Norse expect a counterattack by the
Skraelings.

According to the Sagas nothing happened for three weeks, at the end of
which time the guard came running into camp to report that a group off
Skraeling boats were approachling. The Norse assuned that the natives

had warliike intentions and prepared for battle. The Viking plan was to
post ten men to act as balt for the aporoaching Skraelings while the
remainder of the warriors would hide in the woods to surprise the natlves.

The Skraellings beached their boats and the Norse attacked according to
plan. The natives were probably paralyzed by surprise, since they did
not know about the nassacre of the other group of Skraelings and had

come 1ln peace. Recoghizing their danger and since there probably was no
tine to escape, they reached for their sealing weapons. These weapons
consisted of three types: spear throwers which enabled 2 man to throw a
spear three times as far as with hand and arm only; slings similar to the
one David supvosedly slew Gollath with; and bows and arrows.

The Norse of this time disapproved of such weapons, considering them un-
manly., Most of their weapons were intended for close combat, Against-
a people who kept théir distance and hurled projectiles at the eneuy

the Norse armaments were alnost useless. The Norse were running for
thelr lives before they had cut down nore than three or fours of the
Skreclings.

The Norse Sagas attempt to justify this retreat by making a great deal

of some strange bladderlike objedts which canme flying overhead. These
are sald to be supernatural weapons which even a Norseman couldn't be
expected to stand up against. There seems to be a2 simnpler explanation,
however. These bladderlike objJects were uerely a part of the Skraeling
harpooning gear used as a surface narker much as a modern fisherman would
use a fleoat. When tney plcked up thelr weapons there would have been no
time to remove the bladders. - .

The rout of the Norse was so conmplete that they did not even stop to try
to defend their homes and families and fled until thelr backs were against
a cliff. Had the Skraelings had the intention of gailning vengeance they
could easlly have chased the Norse, pinned thewm against this c¢liff, and
picked them off with thelr spears Prom a safe distance. However, they
seened to be corntented to escape with their lives, and did not even bother
to loot or burn the abandoned settlement. ‘ ;

Despite the fact that North hsuerica secmed to be an attractive country to
settle the lupression of the terrible capabilities of the Skraelings as

fighting men probsbly convinced the Vikings to leave America rather than
be in constant fear of revenge by these natives., This fear probably pre-



vented furthef Viking settlement in North usmerica end this fear arose
only because of the stupidity of the Norse in misinterpreting the inten-
tions of the Skraellngs.

The abbve story is based on Chapter 22 of Farley Mowat's book Westviking.
While the best avallable information was used parts of it is educated
guesswork by Mowat and 1t may not agree with other versions of this ep-
isode. . .

! - Do you realize thati nobody, absolutely nobody has
commented on the articles in Berserker since way back at lssue z27. Since
publishers -don't make any money on their zines we need an egoboost from
time to time in order to keep us working. I am not saying that you should

elwayg make ni¢e comments a® critical ones at least indicate that you are
reading t he stuff. Nor an I saying that you have to send in 15 pages
gn ;zhy I hated Berserker 25' - a simple sentence before your orders will
e ne,

I would also like to know if you have any ideas for iuproving Ber-
serker and would apvoreciate your reasons if your couments are criticsil
in the negatlve sense of the word. ,

Thank You..

* D -+

1973GP - I have recelved only one set of orders 8o far for this game, I
guess the rest of you guys were welting to find out what Italy removed?
Well, if you really want to know I'll tell you: Italy removed his army
in Rome and hls army in Tuscany and now has a fleet in the Ldriatic Sea
renaining. - e - '
You'll be happy to know that I have made an New Year's Resolution

not.to boteh up the games anynore. iren't you thrilled?

#* _ * ™ L et e

Press for 1974HF - Berlin - The last battered zeppelin blocking the serial
autobahn was removed today, thus reopening nornal communication links with

the outside world arnd Berlin. Meanwhile, as normal traffic in the air re-
sumes, a federal inguest is being held into the cause of the accident.

The Bavarian Liberation iArny Headquarters (B*L¥i*H*) claims responsibllity

for the action and police are holding one "Harold S." who clalms to be
head of t he organization, it's scle_uwe mber, and incidentally, the person
who may well have ranned the liaperial Zeppelin with his own last spring,

thus precipitating the entire accident ijnvolving nearly 300 Zeppelins,
The Bgrlln Intelligence hAgents Service BwI*h*Sg) has uncovereg deflinite

propf that this Haryy S. was in the pay of King James the First of France
and may indeed be the missing British presidential candidate who dlss-
appeared last year. The Kalser has announced he will be sealing the bor-
der with PFrance and England in retaliation for this inclident.

Zaabar: I finally figured out what all the Zeppelin buslness 1is about,
Laurence started a zine called Zeppelini. 1In the first lssue was a good
article on the game Afrike Korps and a zine review which is detalled and
opinionated. Ditto form and about 6 pages long. He has game openings

at 15.00 but why believe me? Write for a sample copy at 23 Robert &Lllen
Dr. Halifax, N.S5. B3M 3GG.




This is the last issue for a couple of people. They are Rudy Wiens and
Ron Ford; Rudy T hope you will resub and Ron you'd better resulr unless
you wanht to get kicked out of 74HF!

1974HF Fall 1901 WHALT IS GOING ON W.Y DOWN SOQUTH?
England {(David Truman, CO4 to 50 Stephanie 8t,, hpt 1510, Toronto, Cnt.)

-a yor-nwy, f nth s yor-nwy, f lon-wal

France (Jim Lawson) NMR! iLnonymous neutral standby (according to the
houserules) ordered a spa-mar, a gas-par, { bre-eng

Germany (Laurence GilleSpleS a bur-bel, f hol s bur-bel, a kie-den’
ITtaly (Sharon Currie) a a ple-wmar, a tus-pie, f ilon-tun

fustria (Bon Ford) f alb-gre, a ser s alb-gre, a vie-gal

Russia (Jelle Terpstra) a ukr s f rum, a war-nos, f bot-swe, f rum s

hsustrian a ser-bul (nso) )
Turkey (Larry Doble) a bul-rum, f bla s bul-rum, a_con-bul

I will not call for a gtandby for thls gane‘'as I an sﬁre Jin will con-
tinue &8s he wrote me a letter concerning another game and included =&

note concerning this one - but no orders!
) ' //’1/’{/(/{ g //.// /// “744{7/./‘-)

Supply Centres _
England: home, nwy - total 4, build 1 P A LS -t )
France: home, spa - total 4, build 1 LA,

Germany: home, den, hol, bel,~ total 6, builda 3 .. __ .. .. 7/,
Italy: home, tun - total 4, build 1 s O
Adustria: home, ser, gre - total Sy Build 2 _rrps . Lo £ o Ll ALoin g A
Russia: home, swe, rum - total 6, build 2 A /" MM, e e 2 )?// A

Turke home, bul - total 4, build 1 i
I y’ //A‘/:{”VV‘{_ éf//% /W{)A/S' L"/""/f_;( 5{) /_»_"."./

Press - London: The Royal Navy cancelled it's sunner crulse in’ the.
chanrnel after a large o1l slick was discovered pollutling the waters. 74 AF }‘
Lppercntly the oil is from an overflow of excess unsold filberta crude. {ﬁvhJ/

Players in 1972BE will pleasc note that this game has been transfered , £,

prophetics will not be mBed - full details in Paroxysia. . This 1s the

l=st i1ssue of Berserker for JH, and Ron unless you sub, Terry has a

sub in abeyance.

DELDLINE for Spring in 73GP, and Winter/Spring in 74HF is January 28, ?5#“"
Until then.,.take care.

to the new zine - Paroxysn. The first issue will appear Jan. 13 but,{%ﬁ?& //

Doug Ronson

864 Ingersoll Ct.
Mississauga, Ont.
L5J 231, CuNuDh
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