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BLACK FROG i= a Diplomacy Zine that eophamizes that Postal Diplomacy is fun to
tc play! The publisher is John H. 'Jack® Masters, 25711 EForth Vista Fairvays Drive,
Valencia, CA 91355. Telephone {805) 259-2811.

Sabacriptions to IF are $12.00 per year or for 24 issues, whichever cames last.
This rate is good only wuntil Jarmuary 1et, 1981,

Diplomacy is a mmlti-player war games Iinvented by Allan B, Calhamer and currenily
owoned by Avalon Hill Company.

At present there i2 one game cpening in EBF (wee below); any subbsr or prospective
subber that wante to play in this gane pleame let me know as scon am possible. Three
8lots are already filled in it. There ia no game fere in addition %o holding a sub-
scription to IIF,
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DIPLOMACY TOUHNAMENT IN SACRAMENTO

February 14th and 15th the Royal GCame Store in Sacsramento is sponsering a DTPLOM-
ACY TOURNAMENT with prizes ranging from $5.00 to $100.00, The tourmament will consist
of three rounds of play; each round not to exceed mix heurs. Registration is by mail
{tc be roceived noe latar than Monday, Febiaary 9th) for 34,007 or you can register at
the docr for 36,00, For more infermation contact Clark Heynolds at 6731 - 37th Avenme,
Sacramento, CA 95824, (Home: ((916)) 3B3-6030, or Office ((916}) 322-9888).

The group in Sseramento is trying to establish this a® a semi-annueal tournament
that would draw attendees from the West Coagt., I thipk It is a real good idea and I
would like to see the hobby give it a lot of support. 1 misesed the first of thede,
which wa=s held last Anguet, The timipg for that one was bald for me am it canme Tight
inbetween GlasCon and PacifiCon and just a weekend away from Mike Hartman's Shortley-
Con. Put thie time, T expect to be up there. Anybody from scuthern Calffarnia wvant
to get together snd carpool? Let me know if you do.
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Some time ago Don Horton mnncunced that bhe was winding up bhis long enduring zine
"flaw and Fang® with issue #1124, He will gat to imsue #1224 in Mazch of 1981, By now
Bome of you have probably guesesed that I have decided that this was a pretty good idea,
I will end Black Frog with issue #1174, just like jlortem, only I am burrying wine cut ia
order tc get to the coveted ¥124 before Don does.
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In regard to Black Frog issue 24, Everybody who has gupssed as to what it waw
has guesped wight Bo far, With very few exceptions, everybody who thinks that they
did not get a copy is vrong. They have merely falled to recognize 1% for what it ial
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Several persons have written and agsxed nbout getting copiea of FF #1=7. The first
six issues of Plack Frog {and the first five of them were not nomed) were for the sole
purpoes of completing the orphaned gmme 1977HS, There weTre less than 10 copies of all
of theme printed., PF §7 went a bit further. In addition to carrying the final eeasom
of 1377NHG, it made the announcement that the zine would be erxpanding a stariing soce
mew games. In all about 30 copied of this went out, As many of you know, it was my
eriginal intenticn to i1imit BF sulscripticns 1o 30. I »till do have the originals for
these seven issues, 1If any subber, kmowing what they nre, atill wants them—=T1 would
be willing to Xerox them off and send the whole batch out for $1.00,
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JIITMU 1g dead) Only one reader expressed an interest in playing in this varlant
game, The offer to run it is cancelled., HMike Mills (fmhain Macha) is still trying to
fill a game in hias zine, ¥eith Mercer, Imn FPalter #nd the Qle' Eiack Frog himself are
gigned up. If you are interested in this game, write to Mills at 1585 Quaker Hoad,
Manedon, NKY 14502. Jimm 1s a suix player game set in Tapan. With fewer supply centers
and only six playera, it is a bit zimpler game than ordinary Diplomacy. wWhich to my
mind makes for a better variant. Map and rulesm are availsable (for a charge] frgg Mills,
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With the ocanceilation of JIMU, there will be one more opening in regular DHpl amacy
in Black Frog. If you want in, 1et me know right away.




‘Durpose because he knows the Apple can piay it bebter??i?
- 1taly off to a very good start!

AUSTRT A { Casack) TR Meutral moves by Apple Computer. A Mad-5FR; & GAL-Pudj
F rri{h;/dislodged rmiet retreat to Alb or Adr or OTH,

MGLAT  (Crabar) F KTi-Nen; F LOM-thy A Wij~Lon; F IPL-TIri.

FRANCE {Cuajardo) F Eng-TiT; F MAG(s)T Tng-Tri; A BEL{h); A PIC{s)A Bel; A Spa{n).

GRRMANY  (Mercer) F HAL=Nth; ¥ ™N(a}¥ ilel-%th; A KIE{(a)F Den; A Mun-STL; A PRU{s)
A Mun-5il.

ITALY {Cchiwautz) A Ven-TRAT; A Tyr(s)}A Ven-Tri; F JTon-TUN3 F GRE{(nh).

RIISSTA {srurelat) F SWE-Dan; A RiR-Muds A WAR(h)3 F SEV(h)s A MO3S(a)F Sev.

TUR{EY (Mooney) A PUT~Tlumy A ARM{e) A Con~Sev; F ALA{¢)A ConeSevy A CON-Sev.
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1902 Supply Center Chart:
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TPALY: Home, Gre, TRI, TUN {6) .tuireeenvevennaar build 2 ......
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Winter 1902 orders will be due on January Gth, 1981 at 12:00 noon PST. Spring
1903 ordera will then be due on Jaguary 22nd, 1981. The seascns are extended cut a
bit Bo that you may enjoy a Herry “hrisimas without having to worry about this game
for a few days.

NOTE: DBlair Cusack 1e gtill the player of record for Austria, The Apple
computer will, if necessary, submit neutra) orders for hie for one more season
(whieh will not count the possible wintar ad justments). Per the BF houserules, if
he does not pick up the rosition by thie time, Auatris will go intc CD.

Press:

LONDOMN: ©Oh dear! T pguess T sm dead., What shall I 407 “hat shall I deo?

BLACK JACK: I don't know Gruesoxe, but {f you can't jmprove your game poaiticon you
might try werking on your press.,

BERLIN to VIENNA & AIKARA: If the two of you would be intereated in aid against the
Rugkie got in contact with me at once.

BFRI.IN to HOSCOW: Only kidding!?

BEFLIN to LONDOIIr Tt is Wwith a #sad heart that I mmst move againat you. You do believe
that don't you?

BERLTH TDMTS: The Kaiser today announced that he will be crderi Inglish ships desatroyed
in all German conitrelled harbors over Christmas. He stated this in the news studios
of KI{% T. ‘4e have no idea what TV meane eince this ia a top secret ailitary

jnastalation of the Faisers,



AUSTRTA {Schaller) A BOR-~Vie; A TRHI-Pud; 4 Ser{s)A Tri-mud/d, retreat Aib or

OTB.

EXGLAND {Perlmuttex) A Hwy=-FIN; F Bar-Nwi; F Hwn-NAT; P LON-Wal,

FRANCE {Carson) A Wal-IPL; ¥ IRI-VWal3 F FNG-Lon; A BuR(k); A spa(h)s
F Bro-MAD.

CETRIANY {Cartex) F H'I'HEI::; A Den-Edij 'A Den—EDI; F HEL(s) F Nth; A fol-KIE;
A MUN(h).

ITALY {Hanson) P Ton-ADR; A ROM-Veny A VEN.Triy A VIE(=ms) A Ven-Triy
A APU(®)}A Rom-Ven,

RUSSIA {Tilley) F Rum-FLA; A CAL~Bad; A Uke-ROM; A SEV(s)}A Ukr-Rumj
F Swe~HNWYp A S'ITZaSF Swe-Nwy.

TURKEY {Furnett) A Ank-CON; F Bla~-AlKj; A Cre-SFR; A BUL(m)A Gre-Ser;
F Aeg-GRE.
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Fall 1903 orders will Ybe due om January 2Znd, 1981 at 12:00 noon PST. This is about
ten days longer than the nomeal span between seasons. Take a few daya off from Diplomacy
and have a Merry Christmas!
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Presn:

ELACK JACK to BURNETT: In answer to your gqueation: Only 1f the attack is supported.
By the way, I did chock your F'02 orders for conditional builds, there ware none.

ENGLAND: Helpl Help! Will puppet to anyone who writea me. ANYONE! Help!
ENGLAND to AUSTRIA: Vern, I bet I am cout faster than you are.

JIMMY THE GREEK to PEANL: I'11l take that bet! I am giving 3-5 that you both go ocut
together in FIQ3.

ELACK JACK to DAVEY WHITESHOES: Fear rnot, I will publish yonr pictures from Origins, but
not until Jarmaaryl

BEALIN to LONDON: lMNo, oy arms aren't broken, Are you serious? T wrote to you on
fugrat 25th and since T don't feel like writing amain T'11 just send you & carbon
copy ol the originad. It might be a iittle out of date now.

BLACK JACK to ITALY: Actually ] lived in Hudscon, Wisoconsin momt of my time up thers.
Vorked for M Company in 5t. Panl as a chemlist. I'd like to came back up and do
pome canoeing, btut no thanks I don't want any more Minneaota wintera, Did you sae
where Jennifer King is picking the Vikingas to win the Buper Bowl?

MERTON to S&M ANDREAS FAULT: Ready, set, go! //That {s the fanitieat press you have
ever written Pedrl; BI//

THE OTHER 49 STATES: Ding, dong, the fruitstate is dead, Yeh)

YOHKSHIRE: You know 1t say's something sabout me that all my neighbors attack me for
no Teascn, S¢ I never answer any letters, 5S¢ I attack everybody in the presas,
S0, I roegqueoated that the I.R.S5. audit Franoe, Are thope any reasons to attack »e?
Don*t answer that.

BLACK JACK to PEL.: Actually T think thcy are all atiacking you becanas Kounrad
Baumelister wanted it that way. ’

LONDON to PARJS: TLiar, liar, pants on [irel



AUSTRTA  (Olsen) F Tri-ALB; A Bud-SFR; A Vie-TRI,

BIGLAD  (Sampeon) ¥ rdi-Nwi; F Lon-NTH; A Lpl-ERT.
FRANCE { rrown) A Par-CAS; A Mar-SPA; ¥ Bre-ENG.
CFERMANY  (Pilant) ¥ Xie-H0L; A Mun-RUH; A Bern-KTE,
TTALY {Majinardi) A VEN(h}; A Rom=AYU; P Nap-ION.
RUSSIA {wella) ¥ 5tP(mc)}~GOB; A Moa-5TP: 4 War-UKR; F Sev-BLA.
TURKEY (Arnett) F Ank-CON; A Con-BiUL; A Smy-AMM.
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Fall 1901 orders will be due on Jamuary 22nd, 1981 at 12:00 noon PS5T. Thie is
about 10 daye lenger than the normal span between seansone. Thae extra period is thrown
in becanse of the Christmas seamon,
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CHARGE OF ADDRESS: Dave FPilant, 112 0Olywmpie, Moore, OK T3160.

Prenxn:
FOSCOW to VALENCIAS
LET IT BE KIIOWN TiAT

WHRERFAS the individual referred to am "Black Jack” conferred the title of
"Mr. Pazolficon" unpon me wlithout my knowledge and consent, and

WHEHEAS T find the conferring of this title upon me to be effacicus and an
abrogation of faith, let it be

REGOLVEDR that I, Tsar Allenyi, have taken upon myself the title of my youth,
"rrog-Killex™,

LOWDON: ©On behalf of the Engllish Empire, King Sampoon extends sSensona greetings and
£iad tidings to all of his fellow crowned heads in Furope.

YALENCTIA: Do those giad tidings also extend to that French fleet in the Channel?

MEMPHIS %o BLACK JATH: Except for UOlesen, I would have been in this game, BPut V.I.P,
isn't bvig enough for both of ua!

BUDAPEST to PLACK JACK: T'm most disappointed that you chose to <all this game "V,I.P."
For cne thing, Arnett is going to feel 1left ocut, For another, you had a great
chance to £ill out the rester with the Tifth Horseoan, The megquence should have
gcenei  War; Faminej Pestilence; lwath; Masters,

AUSTRIA to GCARY COUCHLAMN: Ko, no, Jock, I was junt teasing. HNo, really, Jack. Pleame,
Jack, esteop crying like that.

F AR IEPFS AR BT R SF LSRR kb RS dE s eSS AR NS S RS RS e bl P
- T “-re s seswm -




AUSTHIA (Ziddinga} F A3 rey A Ser(s)Y Alb-ure/d., annihilated; A But-Vie:
Huke Silo Vie—All non—Austrian SC'afillegal. not encugh
warheads!

Nwy-SWE; F SKA(m)}¥F Nwy=Swe; F NTH{e)A Yor—Mwy; A YOR-‘“hwy.

F

A Bre-PIi; A PAR(8)A Bre-Pic; A POH-Mun:; A BUR(m)A Boh—-Munj
A MAR(h); ¥ Spa(sc)-WES,
A

A

A

ENGLAND { Townsend )
FRANCE {Callagher)

GERMANY {Redriguez) MUN(a)A ife; A KIE(s)A Mun: A BEL(e)A Kiej; F HEL(8)A Kie,

ITALY {Schwartz) Bul-SER; A TRI{m)A Pal-Ser; F AEG~-Gre; F TON{s) F Aer-Gre;
Pie-TYR,
RUSSIA { Conner) F RUM{8) Turkiech-A Gre-Pul; A CAl-Vie; A Si1-EER; F BAL(s)a
Sil=-Ber; A FIN=-Swap A STP-!My.
TUHKEY { Hartman) A Gre-BUL; F CON(s) A Gre-DBulj A SMY{®)F Con; F EAS-Ton.
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Winter 1502 orders will be das on Jamiary 6th, 1981 at 12:00 noon PST. Spring

1303 orders will them be due on January 22nd, 1981 at 12:00 noon. These are extended

out & bit longer than usual because of the Chnristmas aesason,

LA R LR N LRSS L AL ERLIEREESEEEEEREEEENER RS ENRENELENENRINERENNENNNEE FRENYRENENERENEELNEFENERENFENSEEENS YN

NGTE: Betweon December 20th and Jamiary 2nd, Joe Gallagher (France} ocan be reached at
T808 Hew Street, Philadelphia, PA 19118,
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Press: )

PAR;S to ANKAHA: On second thought it seems like one hell of a good idea.

PARIS to MO3SZOW: PEReware of German treachefy,

VYALFNCTA to PARIS: T.think it is the Russian that is treachercus, Rodriguez ifs more
lechearous than treachercus,

CONSTANTTHOPLE to ROME: T thought Calhamer created a game which required one to co-
operate with somegne!

TUNIS to GREECE: Free us from the threat of Italian domination, c¢coperate with the
Auetrian fleet to save us,

BYRTA to MOSCOW: Are you really serious about Denmark, HNorway, Sweden and points weat?
Thanks for the lack of help with those Austrian yo-yo's,

VALERICTIA to SYRTIA: He wanted to help againast the ‘ustrian yo-yo, but he's having this
probvlem with his wisdoa teeth,

VALENCIA to LONDCON: Don't you wish you had of stuck with your firet set of orders?
AUSTRIA to ALL NON~AUSTRIAN S5C'S: GCoodbye cruel world.

VALENCTIA to AUSTRIA: Your mukes didn't work. Sorry about that. Why don't you try
nitrous oxide next time?

IRELAND to BERLIN: Continued threats to the obvicus and natural English control of
Denmark will bring you to an even more rapid demise. //The Russian threat to
Berlin seemed to be his bigger problem, Thers pust be something rotten in Denmark
a8 nobody wants it.

PARTS to LONDOHN: Slow and steady may not alwaye be good enough. Tit for tat may not
lead to succesa either.

BULGARIA to BATLKANS: [f/Since thie press coriginated from a player other than the Turkish
er Italian, it 18 black press and not allowed under the houserules. 1 am leaving
it in this time, but be careful in the future, JM// Rise up and crush the Italian
Presence on our homeland, Friends of Bulgaria drive theses outsiders into the Sea.

BLACK JACK to PESTTLINCE: Hey, this game ia reoal fun to adiudicate, Eeep up the good
work fellows and don't any of you epoil it for me by forming an alliance with one
of your fellow players!



PESTTLENCE, 1902 supply center chart:
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MISTRT At Vie, Bud, Gre {(3) see 1 annihilated c.ueecee.. build 1 .,
IchAHD: HOZG, Nﬂy, SUE (5) * S S SFsaFS s PPN “EFF TS EARRERERSY build 1 L
FHANCE: Home, Spm, FPor, YA ;2) Gbadsesaenansnennaraaes AT 1 ..
GEER‘{.’LNT! Kieg B:l’ }Ic'lp }m’ f (4) swssesenssresnvrerane EVON o e
ITAT.Y: Home, Ser, Tri (5) siceeececesccresrsornrenevess 8¥EnL 0 ..
RUSST Az Home, Fum, @, EEH (6) t.ccescncvscarnnscanws @ven 0O .,
TURFEY ¢ Home, 5l {4) aasassrssIN BRI REIAB s bR b aan duddnn BVEND 0o ..
NEUTHAL: DRI, TUN (2) wevensiansesssasnssomnennenanvanans BVED 0 ..
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AUSTRIA (Lew) A Bud-GCAL; A VIEB(8)A DPud-Cals P GRE-Bul{ec):; F Tri-ALB;

A Ser-Tum//no such unit//.
ENGLAND (Colombe} F IRT(8}F Htb-Eng: F NT-Fng; P Hwn-NAT.
FRANGE {Albrecht) P MAO=Tri; A Del-LON; F ENG{o}A Bel-Lon; F DiE(se) F Eng:

A Bulh); A GAS(s)A Pur.
GERAANT {Kuszynski) A rm:.fgaga Ruh; A& [WH(e)A Man; A HOL(m)A Ruh; ¥ KTE(s}A Holj

F NWY(e) Russian F Lar-Hwn.

TTALY {de Vriam) MR! Keutral moves by Apple Computer: A TUN(h); A Tyr-TEN}
F ARG 8} F EBaa; F EAS(B) F Aeg.

RUSSTA {Xing) F Rar-Nw; F SWE{a) Cerman F Hwy; A RUM(m) Turkish A Pul-Sarj
A Gal-BOH; F S5oV-Bla; A U¥R-Gal,

TUREEY {Bart) A I1-SiRy F HLA-Pul{ec)}; A =rr(h); F CON(m}A Smy.
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Fall 1903 ordera will be due on Jarmary 22nd, 1981 at 12:00 noon PST. The extra
time, about ten days, between esensone thia time is becanse of the Christoas season.
Have a Merry Christmas mnd a happy Tew Year,
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CHANGE COF ADDRESS: Steve Colombo, 129 Woodward Avenue, Soult Ste, Marie, Oatario P6A 376,
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Preas:

LORDON: Damn right Englanl hoas no friendsl It iw time for drastic measurea, T am forced
to confess that oy uncle is Kenneth Tayloer of ex-ambassador fame. Now I know
Americanas are sxtremely generous pacple, and I erpect to see some changes in the
next game year.

AUSTRIA: I like England!

BFIDAPEST to CONSTANTINOPLE: Who who sxye saysm 1 I practice practioe double double
apeak apealk?

BIDAPFST: Kabooal
MOSCOW to AUSTRIA: Yes alliances have shifted in the Balkans, //T knew it al) along=--BJ//
MOSCCW to ITALY: Unless the Pope makes some great ohangen,

A BFIT OF HISTORY: TFulgaria ie 80 named because it was when the Romans took 1t that they
first noticed the Turk's mannerw, Since the Turks inhablted Pulgaria at the iime,
the Romans named 1t alter them. Land of the vulgar people, or "Vulgaria™. Later
the ¥ became a B.



HE SAD SAD PLICUT OF A TMOPLOTACY PLAYENR'S FIST FRITD

a Ty

by COL. JAMES V, LIPSCOME

It secms that recently there was an article by a "Piplo--ey Widew™ in what you chapa
refer to a8 ome of your "zines". T would like %o relate to you an equally, if different,
hideous situation I now find myself in: "Test friend of a Diplcamacy player”.

At one time, Dr. Alfred Giddings and T did many things together, We practiced karate,
we lifted weight~, we jogged. Often we took trips topether or Juat gat around leisurely
gulping O0ld “ushmille and listening teo Leon Redbone, Gene Aitry or Tomzoy Dorsey.

T recall one Christmas, several years ago, orriving at his apartment to find he had
receivaed a "Kriegspiel" game as a gift.

"Would you like to play?" Al politely asked,

"Hell no,” I politely anawered, "I hate games."

Luckily, he could find no one who would engage in this fascist-sounding activity
with him and the box was scon tucked under his underwear in a &rawer where it belonged.

"Panzerblitz" scon followed and met a similar, juast demise.

Before long, however, while drinking a smnll quart of akvavit after s very pleags
an% Jjog through the siums, I noticed a new bex on his beokshelf. It had a nauseating
color combination of turquolse and purple, .

"what the hell, now?™ T screamed.

"Hothing." He replied, gquickly throwing his sweatshirt over the box,

"Another one of those gamesa no one will play with you, huh? You focl.™ T cackled,

Well, I was wrong. ©Satan in a purple-turqueoise box had arrived., He found plenty
of willing and experienced players, The following Sunday afterncon, when we usually
worked out, I heard etirange noises as I wtarted to knock on the door,

"Tleet Sevastopol to Hlack Sea,"
“Fleet Kiel to Depanark,.™

P Avory Rome to Apulia,"®

I started to bwack away from the deor, fearing the KGB had taken over his apart-
ment, Then, thinking he might be {n trocuble, I picked up a nearby brick, Wiith vism-
ions of Dr. Giddings gagged, tied to a chafir and being beaten by communista, I kicked
in the door and sereamed "Freeze, TFBIIT

What did T ace? Seven peovple huddied in pairs. In corners, under the table,
and two paira of feet sticking cut from under the bed,
"Come on in,™ maid Ciddings, "But you'll have to be guiet,"

I gpent the reat of the afternoon watching in amazement as pecple sneaked off
and to0ld each other secrets and then zeccuszed each eother of being liarse, Wien the
afltetnoon was over, I knew I had lost oy best frioend.

Well, over the years, T have watched him go from bad to worse, Once in excellent
physlcal conditicn, he 18 now a nmerveous, whining little wimp.

T"Let's go 1ift weights.” I might suggest.

"0h no! T can't. I think England and France have teamed up on me, Ifve got to
write letteras topight.®

®"¥Well, then let's stop and have a couple of drinks after work.™

"Coan't! ilave to keep a clear head for my International game, Thome guys are
killera. , ,"

By that time T've shut him out; as has everyone elme who used to be hig friend,

including his wife, Iy the misery he's put her through. 0Oh, I'm 8till invited over
occasionally for tace salad and to watch AL Type. Last week I glanced through the



window to sée the poor woman dancing with the brocm. That night, as he pecked awizy at
hie little typawrlter, coming up for air only long enough to gleefully explain how he
vas stabbing the Italian, she and I had a long talk about this unfartunate situwation.

Goodbye, Al. The times we used to have will remain ns fond memoriea. Put by
the tima you read this in your "zine®, vour wife and I will be in RHio.

Col. Jamea V. Lipscomb
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Mcrry Pranksiers fntcrmational i Merry Prankstoeril Interuational
i
ﬂifﬂﬁ'fhﬂ.Junc|VLLkuconﬂiRJtF.ntL} ﬂé ColL James V. Lipscomb RAF. (ret)
Lo and ) —and-
v Dr. Alfred P. Giddings F.AS.N. ?\Q/ - Dr-Alfred-P-Giddings FAB: -
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Well Colonel, if T may suggest the eporting thing to doi why dom't you keep her

for the spring and summer only and gilve her back tc Al for the Fall Season. - Ed,
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ay you be blessed at Christmas
with peace, comfort,
a happy heart,
and all the joys that are part

of this beautiful season.

erry (° hiristmas
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