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BLACK FROG, The /1 Leeder Poll 'Zine for 1981, is a
Diplomacy 'zine published by John H. Masters, 2%711 North
Vista Fairways Drive, Valemcia, CA 91355. (805) 259-2811.
Subscriptions to BF are 60¢ per issue., Subs will not be
taken past BI' issue #62. The number, following your name,
on the address label indicates the final issue in your
sub.

Black Frog

Diplomacy is the registered trade mark of a multi-
player vworld-war 1 game invented by Allen Calhamer and
currently owned by Avalon Hill, Inc.
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In this issue you will find the most recent update of
the percentile rankings for Black TFrog games, The trophwmn
game should start soon (see page 12). Mike Conner, .James
Townsend, Dan Kuszynski, Bili Schiwautz and Thom Burnett
have all qualified, Al Pearson is being asked to take the
Trench position (although he is a replacement player for
the qualifying slot). Mobody really qualified for Austria.
I am asking Ron Brown (who won as Austria in 19771G~--the
Tirst game concluded in DF)to take this position. I would
appreciate it if these seven players would confirm right
away if they will play in this game.
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2N CHANCE GAME

Bernie Sampsaon, Bill Quinn and Al Giddings have all
asked me to start a "2nd chance" game for all who have
done poorly in their first BFF game or whe have been elimin-
ated, OK your on! Sampson, Giddings and Quinn are all in.
Bob Osuch, who has asked to have a EBF game start, can have
the 4th spot if he wants it. The fifth, sixth and seventh
spote are available to the first three of the following
eligible persons who contact me: .J. Lanning Myers, Kevin
Mooney, Kerry Blant, Peter ‘shley, Gary Coughlan, Clark
Reynolds, Tom Swider, Jay Shufeldt, Al Redrigfaez, Vern



Schaller, Touglas Landon, Jack Fleming or Mary Beck. If
there is =z very large response, two games may be started.

There will be no game fee for this game., Countries
will be assigned by random draw (as in all BF games) ex-
cept that no person will play the same country that he has
previously played in a EI' game, This game, and the trophy
game, will be carried in kast of “den.
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1979UK has just ended in Dragon and the Lamb and T
have gained my 4th postal win. All four wins have come
in a peried of less than three months, and it is becoming
a bit embarrassing to record them,

1979HK is my first win for a country other than
France (I was Germany in this one) and is probably my best
played game to date. The game started poorly. I misordered
in T'01 and wound up with but one 1901 build (which for
Germany is not too good). In F'02, France, England and
Russia were all going against me and the situation was
bleak to say the least. The break came when Chris Ward,
who was kngland, resigned from the game and was replaced
by etth Mercer. Keith zllied with me and, while we had
two of the weakest countries on the board at the time
(T had five units and Keith had three)} we came back by
working together, Ultimately T stabbed Keith to take the
win in 1912. The stab.which is the first major stab of
a long term ally that I have ever undertaken, had all the
flair of a classic "Kathy Byrne stab™ and I went from 13
to 19 centers in 1912,

The conclusion of this game leaves me with but four
games in progress. 1980KZ (Murd'ring inisters) is the
only of these that has any promise (I wshould get some sort
of a draw out of it). 1980AN (Why Me?) and 19811, (the
Snake Pit) are almost hopeless causes. 1981C (Jihad!) is
a very interesting gmme, but I have no high expectations
for it., T resigned from 1979KG (the "R3" game in Retaliat-
ion) where I was in the game as a standby only. "R3" was
a very unpleasant game to be in and I feel sorry feor the
individual who will take over in my stead.

I may start a few more postal games, but only a few
more, 1 am in the process of phasing out my commitment to
the =Dostal hobby.
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FOOTBALL NOTES

— -

The biggest football story of the 1981 "pro" season
is the parity that has finally been reached between the
ATC and NFC. After games of November 15th the two confer-
ences are dead even, but the NFC was ahead for one brief
week after Chicago upset Kansas City on the 8th and Dallas
bested Buffalo on the 9th. The ATC has enjoyed a wide win

margin over the NFZ for the past ten seasons.

The Los fngeles Rams are ruining the "pro" season
for me. 1 never particularly cared much for the Fams, but
this year they are a particularly lousy team to watch on
the tube and their season is going nowhere to boot. They
are not selling out Anaheim stadium. but the local HNFC
affiliate TV channel (#2) is buying up all the excess seats
to bring the game over the tube. TIf it wasn't for this,
the game would be blacked out loecally and a good game from
some other part of the count could be televised instead.
The ATC affiliate (channel /4) has opted not to schedule
another game opposite the Rams game and instead of bring-
ing us an APC "game of the week" we get an old Shirley
Temple movie instead. Thus, if you live in LA {or the
area served by it's TV stations--I am 35 miles from L\)
your only good 1V games are on Monday night.

With five weeks +to go in the pro season. Four NIC
teams virtually have the play-off berths sewn up. Pallas,
Philadelphia, Iinnesota and San Francisco are sure bets to
be in the play-offs,., Six other teams are contending for
the 2nd wild-card slot. Atlanta, lLos Angeles, New York
(Giants), Detroit, Green Bay, Tampa and Washington (that
is seven not six) all have 5-6 records. Put one of them
will be in the play-offs. An 8-8 record will probably be
good enough to make it. In 1979 the Rams were 5-6 at this
game peoint in the year and went on to appear in the super
bowl. Dut don't expect this to happen this year, This
year the rams will be rather lucky to finish at 7-9.

In the AFC only Cincinnati appears to have a play-off
slot assured. Denver, the surprise team of the year next to
San Francisco, has a way to go before winming in their
division (Kansas City and San Diego are breathing down
their necks) but maust be an odds on favorite to end up
with one of the wild«card slots at worst. The llew York
Jets are making a real push in the east and could end up
surprising a lot of people bhefore it is all over,

The best news in the college football world was
Missouri beating Oklahoma 19-14 last Saturday. The win
gave lNebraska the Big Eight championship, with Oklahoma



vet to be played, ITlebraska (who will be in the Orange Eowl)
is the first team to cinch a major bhowl bid.

The Big Bight, which is the only conference ever to
carry off a "hat trick" (‘“hen Oklahoma, Nebraska and Colo-
rado finished 1-2-3 in the polls) went one week this
season with no member in the top ten of either pell (the
first time ever). The conference stands in jeapardy of
ending the season with no team in the top ten (especially
if Oklahoma beats Tebraska next Saturday), although three
teams should make bowl appearances and he in the top 20
(Missouri, lebraska and Oklahoma).

Could you believe an Ilowa vs Washington State Rose
Bowl? At the time of this writing it is guite possible.
Washington Jtate has to beat Jashington and Towa has to
beat Michigan State while Chio State beats lMichigan.

Even if Towa and .Jashington “tate don't make it-- Southern
Califomia arnd Ohio State won't either. Other teams in
contention are UCLA and Michigan., along with Washington.
Like the Big Tight is no longer dominated by Cklahoma/
Mebraska, the Big Ten is showing signs of ending the
domination of Michigan/Chio State. Washington State could
end a very long domination of the PAC 10 by SC, UCLA and
Washington. Now if only the southwest could do aomething
on a more permanent basisg about Texas and the scutheast
something about Alabama~-next years college season could
be quite interesting.

By the way the real bright spot of the 19871 football
season is my Alma Mater (William Jewell College of Liberty,
Missouri), WJC has completed their regular season with
a 10-0 record and is the number 2 rated NATA Division
T team. MNATA are real small colleges with enrollments
of less than most high schools here in Califomia. William
Jewell has always fielded a very good football team, but
this is there 2nd (I think) undefeated season, They will
go to an TIATA bowl game,
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VOLLEYBALL _NQTES

My wife's high school velleyball team has finished
the season and won another league championship. She has
gone into the record bococks as the only team to win three
straight league championships twice., Having done it in
1974=T7T5=7T6 and 1979-80-81, 411 in the Golden Il.eague,
Her Golden league record (League games only) is:



1974 12 = O

1975: 12 = 0O
1976: 12 - O
1977 (did not coach)
19781 T=5
1979: 11 - 1
1930: 12 - 0O
1981 12 - O
TOT AL 78 - 6

78 -~ 6 is 92.9% which is a heck of a good record
for a seven year span. The last three years her team
has been in C.1I.F, (Californ ia Interscholastic Federat-
ion) tournaments featuring the 32 or so top teams.
There are over 400 high school teams in southern Califormia.
They have not done so well, losing in the gquarter-finals
211l three years. This year they lost a tough match to
San Cabriel 15-133 17-15 and 15-12, after being ahead in
all three matches. This was last Saturday.

Canyon High (where she teaches and coaches) is 15
miles NE of Valencia. It is a desert commanity anc volley-
ball is not a big activity. Some of the highschools from
LA beach areas are hard to compete with. They have enroll-
ments three or four times as great as Canyon's and volley-
ball is a major sport there,

ACE IN THE HOLE FOLDS--THANKS TC FRED DAVIS

Not too long ago, T reprinted a bunch of cartoon
adaptations that Al Pearson had published in Just Among
Friends. My thirteen year old step-son, David, saw these
and was interested in them., Asked me first if I had drawn
them. I said no, I had taken them from Al Pearson's JAF.
"Did Al draw them?" No, he takes them from magazines, puts
new titles on them and puts them in his 'zine. David
thought this was kinda neat and wondered if he could do
the same thing.

Sure, he could. Ace-in-the-Hole was born. I helped
David find cartoons (mostly irom New Yorker) and helped
him dream up captions. The two issues of A-it-H were run
as subzines in BF's #51 and 52. 1 was happy about this,
1 was bringing a member of my family into the hobby (a
feat that is not easy to deo) and I thought the BF readers




would like A-it-H, David was delighted with putting out
the subzine. Took copies to school to show his friends
and teachers,

Tavid also enjoyed getting a few responses to his
effort, BSeveral subbers appended notes to their orders,
etc, commenting to David on A-jt-H.--all favorable com-
ments, Mike Comner published a nice short review of A-it-
H in Lone Star Diplomat. Gary Coughlan wants to re-use
one of the cartoons in Europa Express. Great! YNot quite,
along comes Fred Davis who sent David the postcard on the
facing page, Tn addition Fred printed a very critical
item regarding David's contribution in Bushwacker,

Well Dawvid is crushed. His mother is more than a
littie upset. Ardyce canmnot understand why 1 would re-
main in a hobby with zll kinds of petty crap like this
going on, | am getting all kinds of increased family
pressure 1o get out of the hobby. My other stepson,
Kevin, wants to resign from his game (814W).

How do I explain to Dgvid, that Al Pearson can
adapt cartoons without anybody caring. Mike Conner,
Dave Carter, Gary Coughlan, John Michalski, Bob Arnett,
Dave Manuel, etc. all pirate cartoons from the public
-media from their 'zines--and ¥Fred Pavis doesn't give a
damn.
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Doar David: -

Re: ACH IW THE HOLL,.- I-don't-knew whuiher you're
really producing this=;. o1 this is one of your Dad's
jokes, so it's reallyaddreggsed to both of you. A
bit of gdvice, At least three, and possibly all,of
these cartoons are copied from the NidW YORKIH maga-
zlne. In the interest of honesty and accuryacy, you
should acknowledge this in youv rublication, I'm

cld enough to remember ueelng\Qﬁeﬂe cartoocns the 1lst
time around, or in a book uwhicn resrinted them, but
some of the younger readers may be taken in and think
thut t hey are original, Also, 1if =a.y ol Uhzm are less
than 18 years old, the cooyrizht date should be shown
You wouldntit want a 1awyer from NEZW YORKIER bothering

ou. TP ¢SV 1S.AL50 DS BEANARBbThoEBoNYE FRER 1D

e
the %Ureams of Glory" seriea by id Hoff,but I can\?
Naoe the Omerso [; - ’L,:_—f j;'y.{f ;ﬂi}(’ e (f I {( e P i
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Well Fred David (014 Geezer) are you going to semd
postaards to Mike Comner? To Al Pearson? VWhat about
Gary Coughlan # he reprints the Mary Beck cartoon? Or,

Fred, do you only pick on thirteen~year-old boys?? It
you feel up to taking on a i14-year-old boy, you could
try Dave Manuel., He takes editorial cartoons out of the
Santa ‘na Register and puts them in The Chamber, without
even altering the cartions. For shame, for sure, but
maybe a 14-year-old would be too much for you.

Or, ¥red Davis (014 Geezer) are you simly picking
on David because he is my stepson and because your good
"friend" Bruce Linsey is carrying on a feud with me,

Oh yes, Fred iavis (0ld Geezer) attacking people
who disagree with Bruce lLinsey has long been one of your
trade marks. Do you remember the time you wrote me and
t0ld me what a "slui" and a "whore" Kathy Byrne was?
Is it not true that you decided that Xathy was a "slut"
and "whore" about the same time that she and John (Caruso)
were having a feud with Bruce Linsey?

T am well aware that few if any BF readers take much
stock in the opinions of Fred Davis, But he did erush
a thirteen-year-old boy with his assinine remarks and,
David will not publish A-it-H again. The losers are those
of you that enjoyed A-it-H., Sorry about that.

If you want to write Fred Iavis and tell him what
a real ass-hole you think he is {or to praise him for
bringing out the real truth behind A-it-H) write: Fred
Davis, Jr., 1427 Clairidge Road, Baltimore, Mbh. 21207.
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The above article was written a couple of weeks ago
and publication delayed for lack of room. Since it was
written both Gary Coughlan have come out with nice reviews
of Ace-in—-the-Hole. Thanks fellows!
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1981CE Winter 1902 is delayed until Hovember 19th, 1981.
#ll  players please note!

80CD
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FRENCH AND TURKTSH TROOPS ADVAIIOT AS ;
LHRER NATIONS FATL TO SEMD TN ORDERS!:

e

ity

AUST (Olsen) A Gal-VIE; A Ser-TRI; A BUD(s)A Ser-Tri.
FRAM (Brown) A Arm-SMY; F ALB-Adr; A GRE-‘’1b; A Rum—-UKR;

A SEV(s) A Rum-Ukr; F Bla-COM; F ARG(s)A Arm-Smy.
GERM (Pilant) NMR! Meutral orders By Apple Computer.

A YOR(h); A MIM(s)F Kie; F KTE(s)A Ber; 2 BER(s)

A Mun. (There was an error last winter: the Cerman

A London retreated to Yoxkshire and not Liverpool!)

ITAL {Mainardi) IMNMR! Neutral orders by Apple Computer.
F EAS(s)T Tonj F TON{s)F Eas; A Boh-TYO; A Tri(s)A
Boh-Tyo/dislodged and must retreat to Vienna or OTB/;
F ADR(s)A Tri.

RUSS (vells) IMMR! 1leutral orders by Apple Tomputer.
¥ EDT(h); F SWE(h); A STP{=s)}A Mos; A LIV(s)A War;
A WAR(s)A Mos; A MOS(s)A War.

TURK (_'xrnettg A Arm-SMY; F ALB-Adr; A GRE-Alb; A Rum-TUKRj;
A SEV(s)A Rum-Ukr; T Bla-CON; F AEG(=): Arm—Smy.
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Fall 1906 orders are due on Tuesday December 8th
at 12:00 noon, PST.
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Press:

ENGLAYTTD TN EXILE to XTLLER FROG: So you had to lie to me
again, you wouldn't even let me survive as a one
center puppet! O0Oh well, it's only a2 game. It's only
a game, It's only a game, Aaarghhh eoveass

IMGLATD TN EXTL® to FROG KILLER: A French fleet in
Clyde? 1 wonder why? Betcha you can kiss Edinburgh

goodbye in '06!

ENGLAMD IM EXILE to CRUEL WORID: VWhy delay the inevit-
able? As my final act, I propese a concession to
Trance. He's outlied (ocops, I mean ocutplayed!) you
all, and there's no way any of you could stop him now,
even if you were inclined to--which you aren't., So
vote for the French concession and give Ron the well
deserved point. Tye.



ATART to APPLE: Worthless chowdercircuit! 1ow dare you
insult my moves! IListen, chump, so what ii they didn't
work? At least Olsen is going out with flzir, with a
certain flamboyance! He's not going to have all his
units mindlessly support cach other like ycu, you
swarmpit! Too bad you can't grasp the nuances of the
gane, you ..., you ... you .., abacus!!!

AUSTRTA: VWhat a game! Now even the computers are writing
vituperative press!

AUSTRIA to RUSB8TA: What a sorehead! Okay, have it your
way, be mad, see if I care. But what does it get you?
Why not cultivate patience and respect for your fellow-
players? Let me give you an example ....

AUSTRTA to ITALY: Dear Tom, 1T was slightly disappointed to
find that you've decided to attack me after all. On the
cther hand, I do congratulate you for a well-handled
attack and wish you the best of luck in the rest of the
game. ‘on is a fine fellow and T'd rather do his dirty
work than anybody else's in the whole hobby. I might.
if T were inclined, have wished for a little more com-
munication from you in the game, but, hey, we each have
our own style ané I'm not eriticizing. I could even be
that there are some laws against writing letters I don't
Iknow about. But so it goes. Make it guick, will you?
Faced with an opponent of your formidable talents, I
kmow the end is inevitable, Your friend and admirer,

Bob.
AUSTRTA to RUSS5TA: There, see? Was that o hard?

BOB to BLACK JACK: Oh, Jack (blubber) (sniff) that's such
a wonderful thing for you to say! But you shouldn't have,
you really shouldn't...especially since, as you well
know, if I*'d had my way and Gary had had his act togeth-
er, we would have c¢rushec you like an insect.

AUSTRTA to RUSSTA: This may be my last season, but I Just
wanted you to know that I 3till think you are a teddy

bare.
BOBO to BCBA: ILooks like it's the twe of us, loathesome

slimepits that we are, against the world., I think
Mainardi put one over on you, ally old buddy.

KATS M3 GEBOLOGICAL, SURVEY to TLACK JACHI: Just for your
information, the epicenter of that quake was in Massa-
chusetts, That's right! “llen's chewing gum again!

BLACK JACK to PUDGH: 1 hope you don't mind my correcting
your spelling. You had'quake'" spalled "quack™.
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FLACK FROG PERCENTTLE RAKTIGS:

Position Player  game W0 Gt 1906 1907 Average  Tlotes!

e vermenm oo JEECDEIC  DETC  DEIC  DEIC  DETC  DEIC e
WSHIL Olsen BRI 51 %6 5] 45 4] e e 91

"7, Tomsend 81CD 40 B e e e am e- 3

! Lew AR T | B N Y| A | NV Y.

! fuimn Bk 2 2 W e e me e 3

" Cusack (01 1 N SR ;R N/ N 25 finished!

! Schaller 80R 3B 2 07 06 0B 1 e 19

! Giddinge €0 02 188 ¥ 15 08 1 e 12
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DELAD Amott 8 8 T T2 - e e e 8
" LTowmsend 8O0 41 62 %% 6 4 - 19
" Beck gIiD 59 A e e e ea s 48
" G OD 6 3T H B F 4 39 finished!

" Perlmbter OB 41 37 03 07 08 (b e 17

! Colozbe 80N 24 15 08 15 08 06 0] 14

" Sampson 80K 01 04 08 07 0B e 06

TAICD Peaxson BORR 62 0T % R S gy * *

" Callagher 800 99 66 & 70 B 0 - 82

! Mbrecht 60HS 45 75 6 64 91 80 & T

Vo Tagley BID TH Ty e e e e e 7

! Rrovn gr 92 8 6 0 B e 80

! Gugjardo 80D 82 T 39 9 21 X 47  [inished!
: Beck B 45 42 2 e e e e 3
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Position Player  game
GERI"TMY Carter  80HR
" Hercer 801D
" Pilant  80KJ
Rodriguez 6O0HU

ITA'I:Y Sehiwantz 801D
" Sherwood  81CD
" Langley  &0HU
) Hanson  8(HR
" Mainardi  80KJ
" de Vries B0HS
¥, Tovmsend 81K

RUSSTA  Wells  B0KJ
: Comner  60HU
" S}}ufeldt 801D
" Tilley  80MR
) Mamel  80HS
" landon 8K
Vamuel 810D

TUREEY Gallagher 810D
) Bumett  80MR
“ Stephens 8%
" Hart 80HS
" Brom  80HU
" ‘rett B0
Hoonsy 601D
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Top twelve average percentiles (not including 1981CD)

E 1.3 B. Schiwautz Ttaly 80ID 92
2.) A. Pearson *¥% France B0OHR 83
5. S. Langley ¥%¥% Ttaly 8OHU 82
4. J. Gallagher France 8OHU B2
5.} R. Brown France 8OK.J 80
6.) D. Huszynski Germany 80OHS 79
T«}) D. Arnott England 81K T8
8.) J. Albrecht I'rance S0HS 77
9.} A. Wells Russia 8OK.T T6
10.) 1. Conner mussia 80HU 75
11. D. Stafford Germany 80K T3
12.) T. Burnett Turkey 80OHR 72
Wotations:

¥ Has qualified for trophy game!l

¥% Al Pearson is a replacement player for Gary Carson

¥¥%  Out of order, should be in third position.

% %% Steve Langley is a replacement player for Norm
Schwartz in 1980HU.

#¥%¥%% Dave Manual is a replacement player for Jemnifer
King in 1980HS.

¥¥-¥%¥¥% Ron PBrown is a replacement player for Mike Hart-
man in 1980HU,
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THE BLACK FROG TROPHY GAME

Bill Schiwautz, D. Kuszynski, M, Commer, T. Burnett,
J. Townsend, and A, Pearson have gualified for the trophy
game , 41 Pearson is a replacement player and I am a
bit reluctant to put him in the game. The alternative
would be to put the ¥rench rumner-up, Joe Gallagher, in.
Put this would provide three players from 1980HU~--which
would not be too desirable., Thus I would like to have
Al take the position., The Austrian position is harder
to fill. No Ausirian player (from the four-horsemen game
series really gualifies. I am asking Ron Brown (who won
as sustria in 1977EZ—the first game completed in Hlack
‘rog) to take the Austrian position in the trophy ‘game.

There will be no game fee for the game and the winner
will indeed get a trophy. If you qualify, please leti me
know wight away if you intend to participate.



John H'. Masters
D71 No. Vista Fwys. Dr.
Valencia, CA 91355

() Sample
() Please plug
| )Seepage

ohn Hanso

gt e (A
FIRST CLASS MAIL i

foag eyerleln

o / / 00 Jollege verue
/ Ao AR fenlo Park, G4 94029

e
iy
o
1




