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~ humorous articles. Without going into the merits of articles of this

: \xsubscribers with funds left over after this issue (which will count-
~ as two or three, depending on how long it is) will receive refunds.

" the games are done™ (rewrﬁtzng needed) »ut T won't heve time ta/get the_:

e

ﬁ\'Dear walt,

© 4 #6 and to Rod Walker's remarks in his. nAveraged Qalhamer Po;nt Qount“

first is ‘the laugh ai someone, ‘the second the laugh with someocne| or
~ asltuation rather Than a person. Often the differentiating factor i&

I may try working out some arrangement with za few for writing o celumn.f:

4vpiew, is that those persons spoken of herein will not have a chance to
- defend themselvgs. There is nathlng ;/can do- about that, reall but’ I
“will make this offery if you wish to Send something to the people who ™
- receive this issue disagreeing with what I've said, I'1l make the mail—;l
ing list available to you. In the’ ‘'past I have always given people the .

‘moyre than I 'care-to do to p=rmi¢;this\opp@rtynity in the normal form

' nor even gaflating.' T/ m1~1 Be - relativelyw% ulet the next few mOnthS¥”“”‘“
- because of prelims, but the demise of BI wit

-of the GRI.zine 18, ‘one way or ahcther. slnce 1t affects the hobby

L

e R e BLQOD'AND IRGV T N
#)1 : ‘ 7 July 30, 1975
kxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx&xxxxxxxgxxanxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxAL‘
-~ You may recall that at the beginning of this summer I stated that -
I might cease publication of BI rather than go through various trans<
portation hassle§ when returning to ‘school. Thislﬁummer T've also - .
found myself spending too much tims on Dip 4o the detriment of my pre-
paration for preliminary éxams in September. Conseguently, rather than
try to do another issue in Avwgust just before I go back, this is. the
last issus of BI. The games will bé finlshgé by carbon copy letter, =
with sub fees of players being eonvermed to a 10¢ fee per move; any - -

I don't trade for many zines, and I won't subscribe to mest of thosej

‘The most unfortunate thing ‘about a last issue.»from my point of

cppqrtnnlty to react to what is sald in BI, in'print, but it would be

thig time, since it would require publication of more issues.: ,
+.  Lest anyone be m@sled I am in no sense "dropping out" of the hobb*

h its publishiiig chores (GM -
ing by carbon copy - is much less time—consuming) gives me more tlme far':;
other things., ~ o
My variant‘package has bwen a casualty of sorts this summer. A1

prlnting done; -along with drawing the maps., until October. At Dlpcon~,%
ll have a copy of thoge parts which are done. e - ; : Kp .
A Letter To ﬂiglomaey-ﬁorld : .
LI wrote the- following in late May orrearly June for publicatlcn in
Dwtz ‘When Walt satd th t he had decided, partly as a result of the lette
it==1f, not to rzublish it in DW, T said that I would print it in BT and
asked for his ply. I think hobbyists ought to know what the policy

a WhOlév o o , (¢ R R el
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, T am dlsappcintéd th@t a zine which 16 owned by Gamés ReSaaLch Ine.

snd which therefore one would expect to be’ objective, factual, and rep~

resentative for the entire hobby rather than for one part of it, in-

cludes material which can only be described as emotional, biased, and -

viﬁdlcﬁlve. I refer ta the $ﬁpposedly humorour piece "TDS" in Volume

in the latest jssue. ((which was ;=1))
Diplomscy World has been crivicized (thaugh 1%, oy me ). for lack af

type, I want to point out that there are iwo types of "humor". The

P

nich they

al xgrds themselves, but in the manner in wh




‘gellvered, or, to whom they are delivered. We can curse our friends = '
and laugh as we do. so, but if we do this to a stranger or to someone we -
disagrees with, the consequences can be undesireable, TIn the case of the:
. TDS ‘article, someone writing with the style of Rod Walker is making fun
> of the Diplomacy Association (TDA) and of John Beshara. If the writer
wag a friend, if relations between TDA and Beshara on the one hand and
“wgiplomaqy;WOrld on the other were close, then this piece might be truly '
- Tunny In the sense that no one would be hurt. But this is obviously not

i* the\caseaf‘In§tqad, this piece was an emetional weapon, not humorous g
‘ingghe leQStfexcbpt~in50far‘a3}it'appealed\%o~the,sadis$ic&side of the
reader, . ~ ST TR ) | : |

' Walker's article‘referéitd]“ﬁhéﬁéa¥éaiiéd»'Diplomaéy Association'"
_'as -though 1t were a disease. He speaks,g;LTDAJutypicdxly" stealing
~ ideas, How can he criticiZe TDA for preferring a 7 game limit to a 3

 game 1imit?" What is artificial about it?  What you choose:is purely a

1}ngtwer of personal preference, and -the implication that there is some-
‘,“phing/malicidus\in<dhoosing;the’higherﬁ;imit does no service to anyone.
No rating seems to be perfectly selective in what games it rates, and’

- there have in the past been considerable differences in the games rated

~list 'for each rating. T can name at leadst two games (from an SICL =

‘.wtournameﬁt)“nbt,ﬁated<by other gystems because second-hand, inaccurate,

. inadequate: information from a novice player/gamesmaster was accepted

~ rather than consult players who had participated in the games from the -

- start,” TDA rated these two games plus four others that probably should -

 not have been rated; but at least TDA asked about the situation in order

- to determine what had occurred: Also T hotice at least two people lister

{D¥ Miller-and By Ver Ploeg) who have been inactive. I suppose it pos~ |

sible that they are again active, but I strongly doubt it.  while Walker
was complaining about inaccuracies, why didn't he point out that he

_included inactive players, not just "all active players", meeting the
criteria of his peoint one? .. . B ‘ P "

- "While opinions differ regarding the contributions of TDA and of John

. Beshara to the hobby, there are several people who clearly feel that .
/- Beshara'is an important-contributor (he was regarded as ninth most :

~ important in the recent NADP Survey) and there are a number of people

" who are members of TDA (10 listed TDA 'membership in the first NADPS), A
Is 1t the place of Diplomacy World to take one side in this disagreement
" 1f TDA or Béshara 18 clearly inimical to the hobby, ‘then perhaps such

- action would be justified--but only through an objective, measured

article which completely explained circumstances, not through back-

7

- handed sniping. i S o Ch :
1 point out to readers that I am not a TDA .member and do not plan

“to become one, but I am an IDA officer. Walt may now regret that he
‘once told me that he though me the most objective person in the hobby.
-1 have my personal opinions of TDA and of John Beshara, but they do not
beléng here. ‘A,trulxﬁhobbyswide’zineﬁmnst'maintainsobjectivitl-(Which
‘does not necessarily mean neurality). Walker and Beshara have been - :
‘emotionally, /vehemently antigohisfio on and off since before TDA (and o
IDA) ‘existed. ~ If strong wor o

ds are to be said ‘against TDA, ‘or John .
‘Beshara, or any other group or individual, they ought ‘to be said by
someone far less subjective about the subject than Rod Walker. '~
R I S g AR R - Sincerely, .

s. Pulsipher

LR
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WS o, can't find ‘the cepy of the Létter dw sent me co lai
e _ing about the anti-Beshara comments -Rod Walker hég made in DW, I mpwil¥”
e ~\f&ry to comment on it from memory. First of all let me say that this
- ®rt of thing will not occur again in the future, Although it has been'
- my policy not to censor articles in DW, in this case I have decided
7 that it is unfartunately necessary to mglntain.nw s-role as a hobby- |
. wide magazine. This is not to say that I approv? of John Beshara's ..
o v activities in the! hobby.\*~fr from it. ﬁbwever, 1 agree with you that.
', if Beshara's, activities are- inlmical tq,ghe hobby, he should be exposed
Y inan ‘above~-the-board fashion. . For the moment, I don't feel that DW -
/. “is the place- for this, but in res gonse %o Doug Beyerlein's letter in
» jBruce Schliekbeind's Poictesme #16, 1 have written a letter recounting.
S éxperlenﬁes with John Behsara that will. probably appear in Poictesme
g #18. As_you will see. from it, I do feel that Beshara exerts a Tnegative
influence on the Dlplomacy hobby, but DW is probably not the best.
~place to_express these views at this times ThlS ;& ln fhe 1nterest of
-, trying to mlnimxze feuding in thedhobby."

' LP here again., I wonder if Walt subscribes to the 1dea that any-

4 ing said in a press release doesn't count in the real world. At any-

- rate, I was dlsappoinied to find that in an‘article by Rod Walker 1n
- DW:2-2, in which he ‘starts writzng a press release, the villain is:

' . none, other than "Johann Beshdud“. = You have to be pretty slow-on the

- uptake not(to recognize the target., If the villain were, say, Wilt

-Buchdud ;I doubt, that anyone would mind, $ince Walker and Walt are'. 7

ERE O :riends., But.since ‘Beshara. nam Waler are not, I think Walt ought to:

S emalee - ‘Walker chaaga the mame 0f his villain. This may’ Seem picayuney

but it'is a ma matter of principal and of what could be done later in

Walker's. little series. Uhfortunately I didn't read Walker's articlef¢

"~ soon- enough to give Walt a chancé to comment about that. The reason .
I ¢touldn't send Walt another copy of the 1ettar,?by ‘the .way, is that

" T had only one which was very lightly typed;, so that I had a great

.. . _ deal, of trouble as it was reading it for the aboye typing (1n“fact, I'

©.~ know I had to. change one sentence I couldn't raad) B .

~$~/3,v~ A “Another Letter R ‘ “'"\

T This is the text»afﬁa detter I sent to'a few zines\recently, N

'L asking them %o print’ it. It wauld be @retty stupid npt for me to Co
Fos print i%. herex ';4  \ , ‘ L

Y

S Recently T was asked bg a small (1 s pose), hexetofore unpnbli~.
e "elzedd DIPLOMACY ‘orgahization to act .as mail drop for them (they choose,
v for reasons which-will be made. obv10us, not to reveal themselves
- completely)s T am not ore to hinder worthy (or.‘even unworthy ) groups’
o= " there are so many that each needs every bit of attention it can get-az
L  so I agreed. I was asked %o send the following statement (which I
: have edited) to some well-known Dipzines For p&b&lcatlon: L ;
' SNOF Now Accepting Nembers, \ A
. The Secret Magters‘of Fandom (SMOF; prunounced smoffg are searching
ffor energetic new blood to help in the ardpous task of organ1z1ng a}l
worthy ro;ects~whinh go o in Dippydom. without seeming to. SMOF is.
- - foreed to adopt: contemporary methods o keep up with the growth of
- . -hobby actlvity~»hence this announcement. 'SNOF is the oldest club in
*L,DIPLOMACY'fandwm:f ‘We operateée in the most. Qemacratlcﬂmanner. Each ..
| ’ etome a. member anlg by 2/5 vote fgthe presenmvSMﬂFﬁ.
ef 1 r ofyFando the:
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~ hor on anothar in votes. There is a vritten constitution which the
~Jialef Secret Master of Fandom interjreis. . Amcag other things, this
meana that only the Chief Sec:i2t Me ter of Faudom or his designaie
decides which candldates are L;aced before the SMOFs for a membership
-vote.  Since mor.:y should no% be a criterion cf ability or usefulness,
" BMOF charges no membership fee. SMOFs are expected to work hard, how-
.. ever. There is much going on in Fandom, and since the ficret Naste o=
e u1+imately control ~virtually all worthwhile activities there is m.ch we
must dos Have you. ever. .considered ‘ho difficult it is to influer.ce some-
- one withAut seeming to? ‘Not everyone is an easy mark or potential . :
puppet, you know. SMOFs must be masters at dlssembllng as well as jacks .
of all trades.. Only the vwery best in the hobby can ciaim that they are
~among the Secret Masters of Fandom (though of course, as its firsu rule.
SMOF requires that members never reveal such membershlp to anyone, or
 they'll never win another DIPLOMACY game by mail again (and not many
- PIT games, either)).
e To avply for membership write our mail drop ((LP)); he will forward
Hﬁyour messige. Include & sta% tement of why you think you can be a Secre®
" Master. If you'do not wish to have the go-between know who you are
(we recommend it), enclose\your meésage in an envelope with "SHMOF”
~written on the front. L

P Tulsipher here again. I ave never heard of the CLOFs; bu’ I've
© often heird rumdrs of inex_lic>ble goings on in this hobby., Who are .
s the SMOF? I know only a *eneral dﬂlivery address (and’obvious pseudo-
"nym) fcrrthe Chief SMOF, ‘which tells me ngthing.f ‘At least, I-assume it
- 'is thc Chief SMOP. I have. however, seen proof that at least part of
- what the SMOFS say 1s true. : oo J :
- More Letter“ ‘
From Jon Southard (28 June) L - A )
The latest DR arrived here today and I was very impressed with the K
 international structure that you envis.on.. I think, hovever, tlat most ;
’,.hlgnly placed people are making a mistake when it comes to non-English
~ speaki g peoples, that bein the manner in which the language barriep ir \
to be surmounted. I definitely think that some form of assistance showu .
be given to the German and French hobbies (not, of course, the kind of (
- tivndering, hoavy hanaed "assistance" tnat NA renders the British) in
. ¢2dr to build the postal ‘hobbies in those parts of the world, The
results can only benefit us. '
% ‘However, ‘the answer is not to look for German postal Diplomacy
'viayers who spéak Englishy let's look for N&/Uk players who sPeak
German.. There are several reasons for this:
: i, The NA and UK hobbies are. organized. In the space of a Lew
- .s/eeks, we could locate a fair number of pléyers in this country and. Bri-
" Yain who speak German and would‘he willing to aet in at 1east a trans-
“;t:lating capacity.
o ) The German st"uctére will of courae be less organlzed.‘ We might
" 00k - for a long time before we‘found aomecpe who spoke English and was
: deLing to take a leading role ir. German Dippy development (this mlght
. not be true in Switzerland, but it would: he in Germany and Austria).
N . 3) 1 think that they, would be more 11kely to listen if addressed ro
. 1n a more. polite\manner, ieeey in thelr naxlve tongue.

Any INA {or, ha?efully QIEF) atte t§ to contact witﬁ and establlsh
a aking,post&l 5@ b gw nefit from past experinmce and _f
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~ around getting where. T think, Gil is, mostiof the time; Birsan's

E

,fthe E1ect1o Reform Committee? That was a migh A sllck way for/Birggp

biom'agalnst"Blrsan ‘et al.". Some peaple s%ncerely 4thought that reform
; was needed, but my position from the first was that the election proces

' Speakmg foreign players (pmyortienately} “hha,n there are foreign-

' educational systems stress foreign laiuages more than our own. gngan

a Frenchman who sgeaks English and began playing in English (seuse«-»_-

I

not make the same\mistakeg tnaz have souréd Britlsh»American relatxona
‘The first step i to implement the essentially "hands off® approach thﬁ
youkhave adgacaxea for internajsional relations.

By the way, are you planaing to inveatigate the abollshment af

L ets all %o get rid of some Qppositlen., .
((To take the iast ndlnt firﬁtl the aboiition of *he E?C was a_ J

- WHEN POLLOWED was’ adequate, but it was ﬁht_fc;lcweﬁ.- What good does ;ta
~do to- refofm the process while condoning gross violations of the o0ld
 process? If‘you can violate the old, why not ‘yviolate the new if ycn
feel like it? Birsan listed me as-a member of the commiites after I
“had svec&fiéally said I would not serve; I was on it only. in his mind -
‘(he sald 1'd resignedi), « T.never have figured out why he put me on
the committee against my prior. expressed will. The comm itself did
mnothing~-Steve Brooks was chairman, but the only compunicdtion of the }:
‘comm, 8o far as I know, was from Bzrsan to the members. Brooks did’
nothing., Gil Nelger abolished the c¢omm (I don't think Birsan is recog~
nizing the abolition, but who kngws)/because he was sick of the” messing

strongest opponent. I suspect that since they live near each ouher‘ﬁf
they sometimes rub. each otaer +the wrong way while-at other “times “Birsan
¢an_convince Neiger of th;ngs that the laptar Will change his mind about
aftef more thoughts frd

{({Now” as*for-can%asting'ather ﬁandcmaa there are many more. Englm ‘

Speaking Americgns. | This is because many present foreign players .
learned from an English»language edition of the game hecause no foreigh
1apg&age edition existed. Also, European (at least western European)

-German ‘and Fnencguwsll enough to pass graduate school tests
even o read variant rules, but not enough really to use the 1anguage.
. and even to that extent I am an exception. On the other han&,wa high
proportion of western Buropeans learn Epglish because it is the inter»x
national language of uasiness, ‘finance, etc. As it happens, there is
a Swiss (Walter Luc Haas) on tHe ITA Council who began the first Ger-
-man-language DipZire ‘and who publishes a huge wargaming zige (in
English% called EBuropa. He is an 1ndefat1gable letter-writer among
-othér things. The ogiy all-French Dipzine I know of is: published by

British) zines. 'He usg& ) sub tc BI. ’In facﬁ, B£~has an.ﬁustrian
subscriber, toos - ‘
. (1 also think you ara much £éo optlm atx@ about the 11klihooa of
translators stepping forward. You don't find many volunteexrs even for
“a non-gpecialized projeet, lejxalone one as specialized as translatﬁon.
 ((The Federation scheme is not doing well. I fear too many -
péople are looking only at the short-term,’ not the long-term problems.;
I have no time to push it now; perhaps when the British find that:they
“aren't going to get any more representation on the Council (they have
two now, in effect, and the opportunity 1o run for mgny offices, and’
- yet the Council always haz to worry about not offending the British
whenever we,ccnsiderrang brsadabased bill that might affect thgm). per
h - favorabl ,r.adaxatia N :




?mrgm B‘red 2&»*5.’8 Jr (1& June) ' Ny S
e comments on your're rm on N&D 2 wh ¢

hed tims to resd. po | PS # ’ i h I ve only just now
;‘%/n' 1, Under" VARIANTS, you statad; "Variants have come a~long way fn ~
“North America since 1972, when chk Vedder and I were the only people
swhovreally cared about them.m .

I must take exception, ‘I invented ABSTRACTION in 1970 and ATTAN
_TICA I in 1971. : I began printing Bushwacker as a postal zine devoted
‘exclusively to’ varlant games in Mardh I§?Z. I've been very aetive in
“the variant field since, 196 Qs e
" 1 believe it woulfl 'alab be fair to say ‘that Rod Walker wasstill -
“involved in the variant field until about August 1972. Accordingly.ﬁ. o
1 8ee it, there were four people who. were quite active in the varlant -
Yfield in the calendar year 1972. - .

T

5 ((I didn't’say anything abaut being qulte active. thcugh. of coure
fthsre ‘were many people playing and GMing variants, but how many . 0f thosge
jcared. really, about what non-variant people though about variants,
“how many were interested in any of the higher-level activities as odated
with vari ts An the same way activities are associated with standard
gams--that is, ratings, . ‘numbering systems, writing about the games,
ete.? - On Dick and I, :Rod offered to take the MN if no one elsg |
would. +3 them“ in late 71, but Don Miller asked me about it and I
‘consented to take up the cusfodianship, in part because Walker already !
had ‘the Boardman Numbers. and was then {or: perhaps it wasn't until soon
after) beginning to falter in various ways. ' Dick collected statistics
of games and maintained a rating system, while I did the MN and reviewed
games ! fBI 3uét'as T 46 now in DW. -When sarticles were being solicited
even ag ‘late 88'1973 for the first IDA Handbook, I had to protest the
~failure to include variants when I read an outline. Only Dick and T
‘made any .motio tgward writing articles- for the Handbook or’ anywhere
elge. ‘And we did it (I did, anyway) because I wanted to show*peop;e N -
‘that we ‘were. "just as good" as the stanaard game people.( Thejprlmary SN
‘purpose’ for the existence of the MN, as I saw it, was to show that Lo
variants were just asg good a8 standard games ~-if they could haye numbers,
‘bo should we. L
((At any raie, I think that what I said was accurate. Dick amd
I werééthe only ‘people at that time who'were interested in vapiants ey ‘
‘outside of our personal deslgns and GMing; we were the only ones who ¢
really cared about what hnpgane&~to the genres)).

2. You mention that 7% of postal Diplomacy players read science ;
,fictian. This goes to prove my thesis that most Dippy people,are quite
,1ntelligent. N6 less an ‘authority than Isaac Asimov has stated that -
the way, to find the really bright: boys™ 'in school is to find out which

ones read science fiction avidly. S¢i-fi has been found to be one of J o
‘the few common bonds among most of the male members of Mensa. Inei-. .
dentelly, almost every regular Dippy player who decided to join Mensa e
qualified, The one party I know who misged failed to qualify by'a
single point. (?assi is an I.Q. of 130). "So, I'm glad to see that
yauz.surpey gives h eviaenc¢ af w@;t I've instxntlvely felt to be

‘ all along. =~ -

i(SOmehow 1 feel that you ve got it backwards. I&ve<heard,Aaimov' s

"amd . agree with 1t more or less (though I'm sure there are .

céptians).- I think that if you asked people which group .
B based solely on knpwing what ‘the activity ig
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‘e Do :{ ~%he Commit ey ,;'& ted o
rnthe%c@uifilxtoydeciak v el : ; _w~;,,‘ (ps
JHere i 4 B&a T . a s w ', ic ",a,;; o
& is probably elsar at o vl
ake it clear to those who . .
bjeoted NOT to having the ' ./
NS I Dipteurny) I ob&ected /; ’
to 'do 80, without, 8o much ag ’
your: he sald ‘he. wauldjdo 1t : W
a8 1 't E he sa ; -
?@Prbvei~but he: obviemsl intende Loy
;appraved or not. I think anyane,whp .
the charge of the TRC would | . ) o
Jurisdi tion.to declare thet. ﬁjIB&'a hame in any tourny-'r, Vs

>le to put the question

It wol I
b lost his senBe of pro'ortlon.“v

» ‘not just a rel tivel ¥y simpl sud ag this
would have been~~Birsan NOW._ uses the excuse that "the CGUnCil will®
debate it for threa‘months" ta taks\acti'ﬁgun;laterally without regard

for the; Lo | if Birsan had put this qﬁe&ﬁ}on_up

o Coun ‘ “had plenty of time); no. one would ha ;
abaut the suﬁ&ennese, ‘nor wou. anydnévhave vqted against it, 'What *, Lo
8. ally uqfadr about the abavp question is that it is loaded by the A
phr 'walted ‘thres months UNn one c L4 say»yeﬁ tosthaf evep.~ .gv*y»m/y

ve:

‘ ‘ o & ?ete by e 1eilew hf,._‘
bq o ;the‘date of GRIGINS I+~Whieh‘it could have beén.v._f*~ =

~.-Why is this impox*‘td.n't? )It 18 the latest event in'a wh&citutlonalf S
struggle which is of the HTM@ST“impart 106 to IDA's future, though = |
few. gaople‘xgermaihly not most Council bers) realize it. ' he basic.
question is, what is neceSsary for IDA to become a truly hﬂbbyawidem :
organization (which it certainly is'n ot now)? The rights -of minori-

ies 'must be considered and protect 2*lys they 'should not be FE
d - to whats ﬁﬁght be-called the of the magorlty" but R













only i‘member, ott;sr “thy mrsan)
W/Tfeaﬁg )0 ; Gil\ Nai;ger
Sa-me reaSOﬁ‘ \ -

Ea

Calhaner Awarde
’ %¢@nﬁ&y cenducted two. polis aftér L very 1ang .
perlcd of'inactiv1ty of this comm. . It appears that henceforth we w1ll o
Just yote. rather~than,éis¢uss (thaugh~ hare was about ftwo pages of :
disc;%} o in the dast issue of the ‘¢t ’ ter). The nu mher/af »

eax ut down ~ till in81st‘g8~i) on .

i 8 3 : ‘ \cf short-sightednéss,

- ean asGerms Frsnch 5 .»m'“ 'u age zine, for example, -
~7w&n~a Chs 0. ma&ter haw gamd ¢y When - moat £ the peepla epmaaing CA
winners, whether panel.ex étheEWise,“wan { even be able to rea’ the
“danguagel Thie is a manifestation I was afraid of-- turally a comm . (° -
%o reformithe GA. is ”packmé“;wi%h non-eritics  for the most part—&extrehp

eritics (myaelf axaepted}waran‘t'likehw> want to be on a comm to .
rsfor;“whaﬁ" ad~ thiak ought 1o be abo l; sb 8trong supporters -
: : ajoritys’ I 3sults of the NADFS qvvations .

with neglonal awaﬁ“sﬂ inter-;g;> B

. DipCom. I hope it won't decide
hﬁl%?gf U8 éﬁn,§:§313t1~buﬁ I

} » & gy Slace aGon
comes -from the surrqunding reglon, anﬁ many qualeiea pegplg/cannot

‘make DipQons at considerable digtance, -this means that the . so~-¢alled
in%ernatieggﬂi,f;ﬁ,s»wiil Jehgsen by“apr@gional grenp} I hepe tbis

: Sigh;f aarley sé"am. ;turﬁad hame fncm vacatlon énd found ‘a nqtg'g o
E,I'd ‘sent him abogt Some Glling errors, ‘but no BI #501 Sinee this/ ./ .
. happened vyery lste - (in Cac g I th the. eaxﬂ/a§ter the. deadllne),\we'll ,
_ have %o hold things &p? <Howevey, as Boon as 1.get the removals from
j;Harley I'1l send outfres;ltsﬁ(one of the he advantages of carbon copy).

‘The 'errors were: Ber is sti “awngé‘by laavelgnd Jordan Fth-Hol and

nguﬁth auaaeed; the | ‘number ’ A f,is the same, thopgh Hol By
Wl Ber. a%a m mit‘fwem: hand ey ,
'fzp?&mﬂa g ”

Mérgaret Gamigranx is*gux%ing down . %he nnmber of gamea4she ls in L
and has rasigned;f\I don't have an immediate replacement available.,,,;,,
,Jbut John Baker jusy 3oina¢ an ME ¥ gdmé in Turﬁabou**‘
: ut i, Jahn _ If nuthzggAe4ae.,yau pfcﬂ‘up

)

500?,.
mqavah’t
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f the per%cn himself,
Diplomacy pIayérs, not of "
people who are, we/all agree, ,
»~But not ‘everyone. ‘who, * ,k L
I &raw thie ztﬁ@,af

on in this hqbbf £¢va"im S
1y, punchf dmaon@;in,tgg o

’ “aphor would be % ~ohe -
if necessary’ télbash thé 8 leeper
1 ulated ta é '

: :ngu 1, the '
evam tb hﬂ cag&ider@d
5 : V'iies o

o

aive’ nntiongperhap&)the resf’~ i :
ave found ‘that-many of the penplé ih the warld,
) ,”ara‘ghithaa§§s S ey V

er is why do. 'z.«bcbf' }er;;why dnn*t' 1 just :m e g
, degign gﬁei + im&:qupgstimas like that b

waye iataregts mes Far example@a, :i'\» L
me doing DW, why does John Beshara - o
“why ‘Was 30& Walker so involved a

1ese_questions about mysexf,‘toq.t 7 o
% "ﬁﬁuig '*is ;nterast withgut getting J5




‘suppose this is the historian's at itu&é,/mora than anyth‘ng(elae, It's

" treat the disease’ vy difficult | ‘
that the problems will go away. -I would not really feel that I was a.

IfSOmetimes‘quls people-~-for exanmple, Jo

sounding self-righteous.

“Pourth, I am a very direct person, really unsuited to he a Dipp

“player ‘at all, I say what I mean, at least I try to; too often, I thi
. so~called “tact" is really confusing or cowardly, as well as likely to
- be misunderstood even when it i: not one of these. If you won't say
vhat you really mean, then keep your mouth shut, -

" “Probably the most important factor involved hers ie a sense of
fairness and objectivity. I %ry to judge each person by a fair stan- =

dard, on hls own merits;  judging people all by the same standard can

1ea4,td~miszvpgpehensio,.‘but,Iffry’tp‘do(so as well as I can without : o/
being rigid. I strive to judge each work or activity on.its own merits.
The goal is to lift oneself outside of one's narrow personal view, I

an attitude we could use much more of in Dippydom, I'm.afraid.,  Too . . -

- many hobbyists,” especially thosé-who‘are~mQSt;actiVET*pé;itically",.tZ“l

tend to view every activity with the idea of "what's in it for me® - -
or "is it associated with so-and~-so (whom I dislike), would it hlep .

“him", .I see no reason to excuse an action because it was a friend who

0 ,

dia itﬁ?aﬁher than an enemy,' .- -~ o o R h) 5 f
-, If one says that I am %oo hard on' people, expect too much of them,

I have two replies. First, every person ought to have the sclf-disei- -

"~ pline and foreslght to recognize what he's getting imto and what'will

be required of him when he starts something. Second, I never expect
anything of anyone that I don't expect of myself., You may not consider .

" All the above impels me to ACT rather than to“remainfpassive;‘tofi”

“these good reasons, but they're good enough for me. |
: participate rather than let things go by. There are two ways to treat .

a problem first, ignore it and hop it goeg away: 'second, clean it -up,
"{n this hobby, it is wery difficult for me to hope . -

member 'of this hobby if I sat by’ and let others do what, in my percep- . =
tion, NEEDS to be done. In a sense I am.driven, but I suppose that is . -
true of everyone in ne way or anoher. . - .

Other things enter in, of -course, - I.like to do as much as I can .
to control my environment., -No doubt I find an avenue for whaitever

B aggressive and sadistic streaks T have in exposing idioecy and idiots, :
‘The characteristies mentioned in above paragraphs are more pronounced - '
" in my hobby personality than:in general, because, of cOursefﬂit‘iQQpQ§%; '

‘s8ible to expend the necessary energy in a small part of life (this

10bby ), in a way that would Dbe impassiblﬁﬁ;n ;if§/asvawhole. ‘Thig. ¢ o
Boyaer once said that 'he thought

fjwmqumémemwpmwwgmm@WIammwjmmmeymMQ*
even an introvert can become gomewhat outgoing with people he knows . & .
well., I 'have been told that I have a poor sense of humor, but that = .

arises from the limitations of the written word and from the type of ..

‘‘gense of humor I have--very careful, not sadistic (I hope), and based

on fairly deep knowledge of whatever person I am trying to get to laugh.
And the fact that I am a literal person can lead to misinterpretdtion. , .
o No doubt I occasionally sound self-righteous. This may in faet .

 be'tHe casey who knows, but it may be part of the effect, to wake the

sleepers; and it must be admitted that it is difficult to come out and
say, "this person is erng#:orv”wnis'guy is'a cxpokr/without,QOmeti@es

Some (people comuent that I am?élways;lbrfméatly; heéajiyé;1,Tﬁisf%*wiff'

“is definitely not true, but negative comments are always mcretvisiblerfﬁ:v;gfﬁ

i

¥ N [\ ¢
e O O

than positive comments, and ‘I am not given to patting people onthe = 7




X' (nor-do I expeet it m O]
het I support this or that, But if you'le '3
hat I support Dlplo wcrid, Midwest gamxng Assaciaxien (though
,ere is not much’ q R TOTTAL organization left; there), variante,
‘& T games (I've published about as many pages of Supernova as of
BL), surveys, better treatment of players with respect orphans (I
wasg: the one who suggested formation of the MGA (then MOW) GM group
or mutual guarantees of games; .which has led to DNYMPA, CDGO, and
ther regional guarantee groups). I favor a hobby-wide Dlgdr ¢ and
1 favored IDA while theére seeméﬂ to be the liklihood that it could -
ecome such an onganiza&ion. 1 favor eliminating ignorance whereaver ’
this can be done. Finally, consider that it is the critic, the con-
structive critic, who stimulates the changes that improve any activitys
often the gtrongest supporters: of an activity are in some respects
eritical of it, because they think it can be better; in a way a con-.
structive critic is an idgalist. but\this daés not necessarlly mean

that he is impracticals

. Edi Birsan likes to talk ‘about’ "commentaxors". people who ought oo

to be ignored, ! apparently. unless they .are working on whatever activitv
they make a s gestion about~-~in other words almok everyone is a s
commentator”. 'I utterly reject this mystinal notion--it is guite
possible for someone to. have a good idea without’ actually taking part
in a project. But perhaps there are commentators in one sense, people -
who make suggestlons--almost always poor or destructive ones—-bug
who never do anything themselves. I do nat think that anyone can be
alled a “commentator" if he-is doing useful work himself, even if it
is on aqnther raggcfi ‘Naturally a peraon directly involved is 1ikely
4o have a better idea of what' is\goang ony/but: zthérs can understand L
_what is happening, too, even though they are not directly involveds f,'
. Now\gettin% around to TDA, I have a few commerts to make, From ’
" the first, one of the problens with the Council has been sheer inac-
' tivity. The members were, before this year and even now, too damn
"lazy to do much. - Almost anything was more 1mportant/to them than IDA-
,fbefore they became Council membes, and the attitude continued afte |
" they became CM. This was especially true.last year, when almost alf
-“¢he- Council more or less dropped out and others often missed votes.
~As a private member, “heré was a limit to how much I could do %o change
* this. TLetters to the ‘editor can only/have a small effect on short run
faact1v1ty. though they have more influence(I hépe) in the long run.
“'matter how much a private member: ag;tates or rattles.the chains in.
! attempts to wake up officers (and I did so for three years), -so 1ong asg
- he is a fivate member (and cohsequently he is not considered signifi~ , -

cant by the Council--he's automatically a "commentator") he must fail. '
~'T hope that my chain rattling at the time helped make the present
‘\Counoil more aware of what they would ‘be getting into and of what they '
l;p@eded to do. I-begin to doubt.that now, though.

7. . At any rate, with a trip to Britain likely in 1976-77 I decided
that ‘I would have to run for office in: 1975 in order to try to stimu- -
" late some changes from the lnstde ‘before I was out of things altogether
I fear I have failed, but I have ‘done my. best. -I have also tried to -
I aet as unofficial Ombudsman in the Scandinavian sense, as someone who
. observes -the. g@vernment and who attempts to represent those who have

ho volce of their own in the governement. So long as I feel that I'
an do some good, I'll stay on the.Council, but the time seems to be .
proaching when my abiiity to, al*ar the downwar& course we séem to
have_sdopted will be nil, > Fis at A ~ : ‘

}
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Walker
if Walker diﬁ something
ability to act as
y re@sch to become involved. '
g kphgaroo court. for trying all
o buy that seems to be what it is
becoming. . '
o If you wculd like to see mw view % exyressed before this incident
ocaurred, see my columns in Diplomacy Aorid (4 or g 1 think) where I -
: someor vho reprinted BARTHJEA DIPLOMACY without permission
; d out, this isundegotand ng"grow;ng from negligance.
; perha@s slep iness be a HFtter , -of the publisher),,
" Even if I do nct inei‘ée 66} ht noticé on some material I =~ -
' uld: A@ye {an understatement) if someone '
print Y 0 out permission, ubless it was clearly
T & perfectly harmless purpgSey In this case, the reprinting was
ne with intent %o criticiz ~~h rdly harmless from’the vleWPOint of
» TDA peoplelinwolved‘ A ,
OTE: 1 spgek as a mejbe r f the hobby, qot as an’ IBA foicer.‘~:u
K nnt a member “TDAy ncr do I have plans +o beéome one.

- mber of TD tho*r' I'm ggt sure that that is relevant.
want to repeat ¢ at I8 specially disgusted at those who
2 sweep this queg’ ion wur the rug by ignoring the basic issus,
ytconcen rati; he effeativ ~of the cop{iiggt o
‘ ; ; ‘ By v y y

Bis ﬂ
the affa{rfﬁé,
n; the proposed bdill j
’&}sa) ‘becausa the. copy ~48 ho
the ethicAl puestion: invelved¢ “The
never hawe _before $he JC in the first place,
xit should h ve been dealt with th&roughly and f&irlyz
X ﬂ ittee bill QOGE through.3 ;
,:» . &S BBBEEE |
R Hay, Bai, I m nat Munnlng for anything next year, and while I‘
not: much,respec+ed in Somepartﬁ,‘t m wi w2 to be vote counter for
IDA/elections 1f Beyarla*n wnn;})?ﬂ %s) ceptabie in some quarters.,l
’ (A1)
COA* Doug Dick, 5@64 Nor*hfSeym)q&, Flu%Lif7, MI 48433
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