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MALCOLM SMITH Tel: {(47))-2-108953 {Howme)
ODYAR SOLBERGSYEI 206 - {{47)}-2-637603 (dork)
0973 OSLO 9

NORWAY

Uaiting Lists

Dfplomacy Game BENZ John Dodds, Dave Kotula. (+5).
Dragon Pass Game 2 Steve Green {+1 or 2).

- (25 game fTee)

Shadow™ D1iplomacy Game 8651 7 wanted. {see page §).
Stanilys
Dipltomacy Mick Brernan, John Dodds

(2 free 1issues when you join
this Tt and another 3 when
you are called up).

s Im Progess

Diplomacy Game 306M) t Mplcolm Saith
Dra Pass Game 1 Gi: Matcolm Smith
Raflway Rivals Game 374X &M: Rip Gooch
Cast

This 1issue costs a mere 50 pence, 31 (US or Camadian), NKr 10, or the
equiviigat. Pleass send cheques for Sterling or Norwegian Kroner, otherwiss
please send cash. Howewver, 1 well for contributions whether they be
articles, varfants, short stories oF anything upon anmy subject under or,
even, bayond the sun. 1 am willing o trade with any magazine wittan in
the Qrtn;! English (or the rough approximation reof, e.g. American
magazines).

Dadd? 1 ne

The games 1n this magazine are run to, and for, the convenience of the
players, Therefore the games are all run to independant deadlines, which
will maximise the gaming efficiency of the mgazine. The adjudications of
the games will be published in the next convenient 1ssue of the magazrine.
?H contributions, letters, etc., will bt published in the next appropriate
ssye.
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SKEDSMOKORGET . NORHAY 28/7/86

THIS YHX 5 MAESTER HAS MOVED TO NORHAY! !

MARCH 10TH THIE YEAR THIS EVENT HAPPENED. THIS GENUINE GUY FROM
DARLINGTON., ENGLAND SOMEHHERE., ARRIVED O5LO HARBOUR EARLY THIS
MORNING (SURELY LONG BEFORE HE HWAS AWAKEN) . AND HE BROUGHT HIS&
VEHICLE WITH HIM. OH, WHAT A VEHICLE.... A PROTOTYPE MINI TANK
ENGLISH DESIGHNED MONSTER ON HHEELS HWHHICH LEADE YOUR MIND TO A SAFARI
IMMGE IN A JOLLY GOOD JUNGLE. GREAT!!!1!!

WE HWERE ALL AT THE OFFICE VERY CURIOUS ABOUT HIS CONDITION AFTER
HIS SEA TRIP OVER THE OCEAN. WE HERE DISAPPOINTED BY DIGCOVERING
THAT HE STILL KEPT HIS NORMAL FACE COLOUR WITH THE FACT THAT HE
DIDNT LOOK PALE AT ALL!1!? A-HA,. ALREADY BECOME A TROLL (READ:
NORHWEGIAN) , WE THOUGQHT. HE 8TILL DENIEE. ...

HE LOOKS HAPPIER HERE RATHER THAN IN THE LAND OF HOODIEG, WHERE
I ALESO HAD THE HONOUR OF BEEING HIES FRIEND. I REMEMBER THE FIRST
TIME I EVER MET HIM. THI&E HAS AT BELL EAXOPHONE??7? ON DUOTY,., THEY
SAID. THIS MONDAY I ROUTED SOME PRINTING TO A LOCAL PRINTER STAND-
ING NEXT TO HIE DESK. OF COURSE THIS PRINTER DIDN T WORKE THIS
MONMDAY (DID IT EVER?) . MALC WAS THE NEAREST ONE. AND I ASKED HIM
HHETHER HE KNEW HOH TO OPERATE THE PRINTER OR NOT. HE REPLIED HE
BRY BAYING: NO. 'I DON'T. HOMW WAS YOUR WEEK END?

MALC: HOW HMAS YOUR WEEK END? } -
50 YOU CAN EASILY UNDERSTAND, HE IS RATHER EASY TO ACHIEVE CONTACT
HITH, .........

FROM THAT TIME HE ARRIVED NORWAY FOR GOOD HE HAVE JOINED THO
CONCERTS TOGETRER, AND HE PLAY FOOTBALL IN THE LOCAL TEAM OF S5TK
WHICH APPARENTLY HAPPEMNS TO BE OUR OFFICE IN OBLO. HE I& REAL
TISER IN GOAL (THIS MUST BE THE RECENT SAFARI ETORY!'I) . ARD NOH
HE I8 ALBO AT THE BEGINNING OF AN ENORMOUS CAREER AS A BASS PLAYER.

THE MOST IMPORTANT THING IE THAT HE HAS NOW FINALLY GOT AN
APPARTMENT ON HIS OWN AT ROMSAS AREA NORTH IN OBLO. I REALLY HOPE
HE WILL LIKE IT HERE IH NORHAY. HE HILL JOIN LOTS OF CONCERTS AND
HAVE SOME FUN IN THIS COUNTRY HHERE YOU DOM T NEED ANY PAESPORT .
IN YOUR VALLET ALL DAY .LOKHG. 83, FROM ME TO YOUO:

HELCOME TO NORMKAY . MALCU C......:/..4

PER RANNUDG.
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ENCUSES, ENCMSES...

S0 there ges my planned schedule of producing 12 fssues of this rag In one
year. Up untf} a few wonths 290 1| was doing great, I had survived the
transition from Belgium to Norway with Httle Jdifficulty,, and I thought
that 1t would be plafn sailing from then. But,. was I wrong? Oh, boy, wrong
1s an understatemgnt, o say the least. As my have realised, I"ve
moved house agaim tm, mot since the last issue) &end 4t was this that real‘ly
buggered up my schadule.

In case you don"t l:mlu, this 1s my first time buy and considering that
was in a foreign country and I don t speak much of the Tingo the purchase
and f1111ng in the forme (with the exception of the Morwegian tax forms)
that [ was required to 111 out to get a loan for the fiat [ didn"t fimd it
too difficult. But what has really thrown me of f batance {and this blasted
schedule) was that I had never realised that owning a place is  so much
different than just renting a bed sit. There's all the consideration of the
furnfture {until now, yours truly bhas always Ulived 1In furnished
accomodation} and I never realised that one actyally had to go out and buy
the stuff. So I was quite happily lving under the wis-impresston that the

furnishing wasn"t saver bought but came with the house. And there’s all the
decarating that™s @ be dome... Again, in rented accomodation, 1t°s the
landlord™s problem, and 1f one has a2 rotten dawp patch stain on the wall
then one just simply puts a poster over the offending mark. But when one s
a houseowner ft"s a df fferent kettle of Fish; one”s expected to do something
about ft.

But the Flat #& Tooking beautiful now, thanks (mainly)} to the wonderful
efforts of May-Britt who's an absolute wiz with the paint brush and the
hasmer drill. In fact, I'w rather concerned about the front room wall’s
ability to support anything anymore as it now resembles a slice of
gorgonzola cheeze. Actually, o teW the truth having a bkeen Jntermal
decorator type around the place does have 1ts drawbacks; mny I time 1
wanted to wisit the smullest oom only o find that the requ'lred seat has
disappeared for another coat of paint. It's mo Joke nt 3 s.m. fn the
morning when one” s half asieep when ome m'lises that one”s fallen into the
Toe. But the rewards are ¢gredt, though, the Too seat must be the only omne
of its oolour in the whole of Oslo.

Aryway, today I'wm allowed 0 get on with the magszine and [ hope to gt it
done by tonight {some chance, 1t"s already a quarter past Deelve), or to gut
it finished of f by toworrow might s0 that 1t"11 be at the printers by the
time that I"'wm off on my holidays.

So, I"11 shut up here and contimue with something a Tittle less dull...

Page EI1



Bokbesian Rhapsody Yol 1EI, Mo ¥1
WARTLAND TREFOIL plus

Recently, Francis Tresham sent we, from out of the Blue (it wasn™t raining
that day), a “"Hartland Trefofl MNewsletter™, This, according to the
newsletter, is 0 help ¥it1 the wold 1n which no professional games
magazines exist. Indeed, after the dewise of Games and Purzles, Games
Gazette and The Gamer, thers appears to be mo mrket for such an article,
although the FRP s covered by Games Workshop™s house magazire, Mhite Dwarf,
and the professional Play-By-Mail (PBH) market 1s covered by the excellent
Flasship.: But, unfortunatly, there’s mothing for the likes of you and 1.
S0 Francis 1s doing his bit, admittedly to push his own products, % let the
world know of HT's latest releases. I have reprinted the first newsletter
in the centre pages of this T{ssue, and whenever 1 receive any more 1711
reprint those too (unless, of course, NHT don"t 1ike me reproducing them,
which I dowbt). 1In exchange I hope to send HT free copies of this magazine,
1f there s no objection.

In fact I gather that [ wve gt the managing-director of an American games
company within my readership, and I'm quite willing to reprint any fliers
that you, or any other games company, may wish tp send me, I"ve also
recently received the latest Choasium Teaflet cum catalogue ¥rom Greg
Stafford, but since that™s in glorious technicolour I can™t reprint i{t.

DIPLOMALY SETS

"Remewmber the Diplomacy published by Games Reasearch Inc. before 1976, with
wooden blocks and the C5 Hammond map? The Camadian rights to pubtish the
game were sold before the American rights went o Baltimre, s¢ the earlier
versfon s still available from “Games By Mail™ in Toronto. MHow that the
bookcase game has plastic pieces and a 3-pamel map, many Amercians are
looking for copies with the old style one-piece map amd wooden blocks.

“The Canmadian wversion 1s virtually 1dentfcal tp Game Research's. It has a
kig brown-red box, one pifece map, and wooden blocks. The proce from Games
By Mail 1s $26 {Canmadian) postpafd to Canadfans {US3$23 to Americans).

“For wore information, or to order your "01d Fashiconed Diplomacy”, call
Andrew Webber at (416)-767-4425 or write: Andrew Webber, Games By Mafl,
P.0. Box 98, 3Statfon "D*, Toronto, Ontario, Canada M&P 35."

1 bought a copy last year after [ popped over for MayCon "B5 and T wmust
admit that I'm very impressed with the quality of the board amd pleces. As
a rough ijdea of the size, it's about 3-4" larger, in both dfrections, than
the standard UK and German boards. In fact, 1it's my favorite set, so if
you re a gollecter of the game, I reccomend {t to you. Incidentally, I am
stfl11 Jooking for the original Calhamer version...
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THE 1986 AMNUAL POSTAL DIPLOMACY “ZINE POLL

Who may vote?

Anyone who regularly reads at least two aligible “zines.

Which “zines are eligible?

Any zine published 1in the British Istes which have printed st Jeast two
agjudications of at least ope Diplomacy/varlant game since August 1st, 1985.
Bohewian Rhapsody, Diversions, MHopscotch, Rostherme Gemms Review and Take
That You Fiemd are alsc eligible.

How does one vote?

List all the eligible zines you receive {and see regulariy) amd give each a
wark between 1 (low} to 10O (high). ¥votes should be sent to arrive by 20th

Septonber 1986 to:

John Piggott
Baswarth House
Cantral Wall Road
Canvey Island
Essex 35H SPJ

And o find out the resul ti?

To obtain a personal copy of the results, semd 36p in stamps or a trade copy
of your "zine with your wotes, Alternatively, watch the hobby news pages of
your favourite “zine.

- A few cosments on the Poll;

I'm not 100% sure upen the mechanics of the Poll, but I gather the results
are worked out on a Preference Matrix wethod. Thesa vules make it possible
for a person who reads regulariy a number of mgazines, but only to wote for
one of them. Does this matter?

Remember all the fuss about whether Dobemian Reepsody was eligible or mot
for, the Pol17 Mell, it seems that, according to the rules, BR 1s eligible
bty the fact that it has printed two Diplomacy adjudications of the same game
{in this 1ssue, no Jess) and that 1t is published in the UK. 50 there seems
tc be no doubt now that Bohewian Mapsody 1s truly BRITESH.
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THE SHADOM PROJECT

The folilowing interesting item ¥s copies from a flier 1 picked up at Midcon.
{A note to those producing fliers; if you print onto white paper then more
editors will be willing to spread the word by photocopying the flier into
their mgazines instead of typing 1t out by hand).

"What §s fit? The Shadow Project s a project dedicated to better

understanding WHY Diplomacy games unfold as they do. WHY players tend to

l:::l:ne uuth%. game decisions they make and WHY some players tend to win and some
ose.

"The project 15 named for Lamont Cranston’s alter ego “The Shadow™ who knew
what evi) lurks in the hearts of men’.

"How will it work? All the players participating in a Shadow game would
record their hopes, fears, reasoning and comments on a season by season
basis. These “diary” entries would then be forwarded b the game™s “Shadow”
(either dfrectly, or via the GM) who hold the developing diaries in complete
trust throughout the game. At the conclusion of the game the diaries would
bebql:?nﬁiged with the orders, headlines, relevant Press and commentary and
published.

“dhat does 1t benefit? The participating players would certainly learn
something from the experience, At the very least they would benefit from
trying to put their reasoning Iinto words. More importantly, though, they
will have the oppertunity to learn why that critical assumption they made,
the ome that cost them the game, turned out to be wrong. [f winning
Diplomacy depends on knowing your opponents, then the chance to discover how
you misjudged them should help ary player™s came.

“"for everyone else, the published game should provide insight into Diplomacy
play that articles alone could never equal. It will give them the chance to
get fnside the minds of other players amd really see how different
perceptions can be.

"Finatly, when encugh games have been completed they could be anthologized

le.g. 1talian wins, ESF AlTiances, etc.} and re-published as a fund raising
vehicle for other Hobby services. And that benefits us all.

"What it needs to be successfyl are...

"GCame Masters: to offer "Shadow™ game starts.

"Players: with the courage to reveal their inner-most thinking to Dipdom,
the time to put their best diplomatic effort into a “Shadow™ game, and the

integrety to keep their diary entries honest. In other words - DIPLOMACY
PURISTS.™
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The “Shadow”™ suggestion was put forward by Stephen Swigger (35 Sharrowbay
Court, Scarborough, Ontario, Canada MIW 3T1} and it does o0k interesting,
but 1 wonder about it™s plausibility. It"s hard enough trying to get seven
players +together, for a gemestart, that you know won t drop out: lTet alone
trying to gather seven that will offer a decent diary each season.

Mark Berch was doubtful about the whole project, he said "In such a ghme
you'11 find that the players will play in a conservative manner so that they
won't be “shown up  when the diaries are published™. In other words, Mavi
fears that such a game wil] be deadly boring. Imagine the amount of paper
that a game will generate, all of which will have t be retyed by the GM, or
“Shadow™ far later publicatfon...and then imagine a #8-page magazine
dedicated tn a potentially boring gawme.

But on the other hand; sSuch a project can e exiting. If seven players who
are known to be exiting in their playing and writing styles can be gathered
{players 1ike Kathy Byrne and Danny Coliman spring to wmind] then, perhaps
then theére will be something to base this project upon.

But (again), a "Shadow™ game shouldn™t be a “celebrity” gasme, but a novmal
game with normal ployers playing in a marmal style. Maybe, the first game
should be a “celebrity” game to get the ball ml1ling. But §f such a project
gets wunder way then the fact the game 1s a “Shadow™ shouldn™t be advertised
to the Hobby as a whole 0 prevent too much attention being drawn to it
before 1its completfon, to, hopefully, prevent some players playing
unnaturally under the focus of umusually large attention.

Anyway, what do you think? 0o you think that there will be enough interest
in such a gewe? Sould you, as a reader, be willing to see almost a whole
issue of a4 mogazine (such as this one Tor exawple) being dedicated to a
“Shadow™ repart, or mot?

If there {s sufficient interest, I will be more than willing to “Shadow™ a
game within Bohewian Fhapsody and to reprint the whole affair in a special
edition that will be free o0 all subscribers, so that nc-one can complain
about getting thirty-fourty pages of, essentially, game-end statements. IT
I can get seven players willing o be exposed i0 the readership of IR then
I71 start the geme sometime. As an incentive, 1711 make the game free to
all players {ie. your subscription credit will be frozen for the duration,
although I would sti1? 1ike to recefeve trades from other editors) and 1711
buy the winner a couple of years subscription to Diplomsacy World. Can I say
fairer than that? Constder a weiting 1ist open.
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NAGAZ INES AMD OTHER PUBLICATIONS

What [ hate the most abour having Bohemian Rhapsody so much behind schedule
1s  that the pile of material that 1 have 1Js absolutely enourmous, The
trouble with this is that it is physically impossible for me to fnclude it
211 in one issue without suffering a nervous breakdown. And +f ] keep it
over for the next issue then there’s every danger that it becomes out of
date. The same goes for some very interesting publications that I recefved
recently; at DipCon (] did say that this {issue was late) | managed W pick
Up one or two trades. One was Gramstark (for the second time) which I
haven™t seen yet (apparantly John Boardman has this ipability to put my name
on his mailing Tist) and the other was Mot Mew York.

NWY is produced by FPaul Gardener and it reminds me of the magazire,
Sleepless Knights, which 1 used to trade with eons age. MNY is somewhat
choatic, but there s always something worth reading inside about something
weird and wonderful. 1It'11 never win the US Zine Pgll, but that™s neither
here nor there, MNNY 1is about 8 pages of photocopied, adjudicated choas,
with a few gems thrown in here and there. Basically, 1 love 1t; ft appeals
to my untidy nature. There s no openings for Diplomacy at the moment, but
stamdbys are always welcome. Available from Paul Gardener, Rt. }, Box 2338,
Newfane, Yermont 05345, USA; which is. of course, not New York.

[t"s very rare when a mgazine really exites me, which has me waiting with
bated breath for fts arrival every month. The magazine in questfon here is
none other than the utterly fantastic 5mall Furry Creatures Press. The
reason why I ve fallen head over heels in love with this magazine is that
the presentation Is so clean it has to be seen to be believed. [n addition
it has just started runnfng (with 50 players) an En Garde game which has,
quite easily, the potential to be the best En Garde game within the Hobby.
If [ may draw a comparison: it reminds me of the early issues of Cut and
Thrust that used to be nothing but En Garde which came with Ripping Yarms.
The En Garde game 15 it”s reason for befng, and I hope that it doesn™t try
and branch out into other games which will probably lose some of {ts appeal.
One notable pofint is that the En Garde game 1s computer mwoderated to some
extent, which hasn™t {yet) proved v be a drawback as the GMs do have
contrel over the computer. Jmagine a 100% computer moderated En Garde and a
player orders a party and only allows certafn characters with such and such
conditfons attached. But one of the nice touches that a player sees is the
order sheet that the player recieves each trn; this order sheet is produced
by 2 computer with the character™s statistics amd his finacial position,
social level and the influences he hoids. Marvellous stuff. Frankly, [
can’t praise this magazine high enough #nd I suggest that fJf you re an En
Garde player you drop a subscription cheque {plus £1 game fee) to "The Small
Furry Creature Press”, c/o 42 Wynndale Road, South wWoodford, London E189 1DX.
Join up amd perhaps sy character, Flaccid 07 Toole, will buy you a beer in
Hunter™s Club one week.
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Whilst at DipCon {getting my first ever resulit — a seven way draw} I was
pressed by Bruce Linsey into wting in the WNorth American Zine amd GN Poll
(called the Runestone Poll for short). 1 did, and pald Bruce a dl1lar for
the results which have just recently landed in my mailbox.

The result 1isn"t a tatty five page affair, but it"s an impressive 52 page
report with the more than suitable title of The Creawm Shall Rise. So what's
in it then? MWell, this s how a preference matrix should realiy look Tike.
It has printed for each wagazine how 1t fared against every other.
Therefore with 60 magazines In the Poll we have §0 such preference tables.
The winning megazine was Conrad won Metrke s excellent Costagsama, which
undoubtably deserved winning the Poll. Well done Conrad, and Costa.

In addition TCSM contains the results of the US Subzine Poll (subzines are
bigger in the S, where they are almost a magazine of their cwm right, than
they are in the UK) and the Diplomacy GM Poll.

The results, well, have a loock at this lot:

Zine Poll Sub-Z2ipe Poll GM Pol1
1. Costaguawmy D-Day Gary Coughlan
2. Europa Express Hobbytalk Mark Larzelers
3. It"s a Trap The Mege TUiplommt Dave Kleiman
4. praxis Only Yesterday Jin Beses (=4)
5. Excelsior High Inertia Amdy Lischett (=4}

Unfortunatly, 1 don t have room for all the presults, but if you're
interested 1n what goes on on the “other side” of the Pond then I suggest
that you drop Bruce Linsey a line. The cost 1s 31 1f you voted, and 32 if
you didn"t, from Bruce at 73 Ashuelot Street, Apt. 3, Dalton, MA (01226, USA.
There was, if you recall, some argument over whether Bruce was the right
man” to produce the Runestone Poll. MWell, from this years, and l1ast years
too, there is no doubt in my wind that mo-one else could do the job as well
as Bruce. Well done, Bruce.

And of course, a round of congratulations o those editors and GMs mentioned
above. 0Of those in the Zine Poll, I voted (highly) for all except Praxis
{which I don™t see) 50 I"wm pleased over the results. 1 don"t see any of tw
subzines }isted, but undoubtably 1711 see some a5 my Hobby contacts expand
further. As for the GMs; well, I"ve only played under Gary Coughlan once,
and he"s easily the finest GM I"ve ever played under. I only wish that he’d
run another game $0 that I can play Tn Europa Express again.

One interesting thought: 1f Gary hadn"t decided to cut down his cowsd tment

on EE, | wonder what the fimal resylt in the Zine Poll would have been.
Worth thinking about, isn"t 1t?
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One of my longest friends in the Hobby, Kathy Byrne (whom I actually met in
a EE game a 1-o-n-g time ago) produces a modest 1ittle magazine called
Kathy s Korner, which may, or may mot, be a subzine to Whitestonia. At
least that”s what Bruce Linsey assumes for the Zine Poli. Persomally, 1°d
compare the KK/W sityation tv the Diversions/Momochrome situation in the UK
where the tatter are "companion” magazines t each other. There is without
doubt that KK {isn"t a subzine in ary way or form, Perhaps in the next
Runestone Poll we may see the matter rectified.

Kathy s Kormer {so named because of a baseball program on one of the umpteen
million New York T¥ channels, and because.,.. oh, 1t7s a lgng story, so I
won t bother explaining) is unique. [It"s unique because it doesn™t bother
with letter columns, reviews, games {as far as I can tell), it just {prehaps
Just” is too tame a word here) consists of nothing but an fnsane collection
of Agony Aunt style questions to Kathy. Honestly, it’s got to be seen to be
believed, and then you won™t be able to believe what your eyes see. ] got
to  know Kathy {1 nearly missed her due to her “disappearance” when I landed
in Flushing) quite well and I would suppose that KK 1s typical of this
crazy, high-spirited young lady. Kathy Byrne, 29-1G 164th Street, Flushing,
New York 11358, USA. Get it.

BOHEMIAN RHAPSODY

i suppose that it would be a good fdea for me tw discuss with you all about
the future of this magarine. I"ve had a Jong hard think abcut Bohewian
Rhapsody and what ["d Tike to do with it. No, this isn"t a “I'm gorma fold
speech™, totally the opposite. Given that the house-owning hassies are
nearty over, I can now concentrate upon this magazine. 1"ve a few projects
all 1imed up For it, and they read as follows:

Xyms Syn will restart sometime after My holidays because of popular demand.
When I commissioned the questionnaire, all who answered the gquestion about
this section thought it was a usefu! contribution. ["ve had to cut it out
of recent issues because | need a stable work environment to make this work
well., So, with a bit of luck it should pe-appear in the next Jissue, or
failing that, number eight.

Belgie Bits is back. Or rather, ft's now called Troll Time. I ve been here
long enough to accumelate some rather interesting views of how this peculiar
race of people survive here in the frozen north.

On the games front, [ hope +to have a second game of Dragen Pass starting
saon, and 1°d Yike to see three Diplomacy games (the maximum for now) on the
go. I"ve also decided to start a game of En Garde in the New Year. This
isn"t a flash-in-the-pan fdea either. 1 ve been working on this idea for a
few months npow, and [“ve done most of the 1initial work already. I'm
currently studring a number of other magazine s house rules In order to
compile my own in the coming months., Watch this space.
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DRAGDN PASS Game One

M - Players V11l

Turn 2
Active Player: Satar [Neil Mason}

Because both the opposing commmders realised that this battle mmy be one of
the wmore crutial battles in the war they both spent time adjusting their
battie 1ines each trying to gain as wuch advantage over the other as
possible. The Lunar comsander down on the edge of the River, who was
guarding the strategic ford crossing, spent a few preclious days digging
defences in the soft  fertile river banks in preperation for the expected
Satar charge.

The Lunar Red Emperor knew that even though the Satar forces possessed the
better ground the Satarfans would be forced to make an attempt o capture
the ford. The Satar Commnrder also realised thfs amd spent the time
studying the defences from a distance.

Just before dawn on the fateful day the Red Emperor decided to semt the
Crimson Bat and the Crater Makers away from the River to safety. As they
mved tv the morth-east they realised that the famous Satar 2-Ridge Famm
wasn t as they ought to be.

Unfortunatly, Harrek didn"t realise that something was wrong until he
ordered thew to attack the ford from the south as his command attacked frow
the east. Later sources reveal that the 2-Ridee Farm didn™t actually exist
at all, but only appeared 1n be present ¥n Gloranthia. Such sightings of
spectral armies have never been recorded before, and one must wonder 1if this
js an omen of some sort.

Whatever the meaning of the ghostly army, the fighting was s0on over.
Harrek, with Gunda, let the Mounted Militia and the Barbarian Horde s
Pol-Joni s charge which was followed up by the Twin Spears.

The end was sudden. The charge, because of good prior observation, swept
right over the palisades and crushed underfoct the crack Lunar Regiments,
The Mother s Guard and The Hell Sisters. Not one mh was left stamding as
Harrek urged his command orwards towards the Red Ewperor,
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The Red Emperor was pushed back fighting to the edge of the River. But
because of <the previous disruption that his retinue had suffered at-the
hands of the gfant wasps the Red Emperor was being forced further amd
further back.

On the very edge of the River the Emperor™s footing gave way and Harrek
himself was able to deliver such a terrible blow that almost clove his body
in two. The Red Emperor fell into the torrent and was swept away out of
sight. There was no hope of escape for the moparch.

Satisfied with their wictory Harrek ordered his command back to the plains
from which they began their assault that day. Military observers are
wondering why Harrek didn”t press home his advantage by moving into the
t:it.-rn;ibnry that he had captured. But it fs known that Harrek Is wise in
mind.

What of the Crimson Bat? Unfortunatly for the Bat amd for the Crater
Makers, they appear to be behind Harrek™s lines and stil] suffering From the
effects of the Giant MWasps. However, it 1is expected that both these
elements will move quickly before they are endangered again. The Glow Spot
is mow east of the River and will remain so while the Crimson Bat™s location
is known 1o all. It is also expected that the Bat will be forced to feast
sometime, but upon whom we cannot say.

{uestions and Answers:

Henk retreated his units from the melee to angther Z0C (indeed to a 70C of
the same offensive stack}. According to the rules this means that these two
units escaped combat this Turn by retreating, even though they ended up in a
potential combat situation. I[s this correct, or i3 there a loop hole in the
rules? I ve allowed it here in this situation, but I"d Tike b0 know what
you think,
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Some time ago I was wonderfng if the Blue Moon School could perform
Defensfve Spirit Magic (D5SM) even though the BMS had previously lost their
spirit. I received the following remarks from Henk and Neil:

Henk :

A magician’s spirit 1n Dragen Pass 15 a collection of spirits
controlied by the unit. It should not be considered the
discorporation of the magiciamns themselves. If that would be the
¢as€, then when a spirit were eliminated, the magicain would snuff
it Woo. Elimination does work the other way around, as we know,
because spirits are reTeéased as soon as their “owner s killed.

Neil:

1 think that 2 magician can use DSM even if his spirit is
destroyed. This is bacause there are wunits that can wuse DSM in
spite of not having any bound spirits, e.q. The Full Moon Corps.
The stricture against a magician using DSM while the spirit is
providing magical support is to prevent the magician using DSM
twice in one move. {Presumably he has to concentrate and expand a
certain amount of energy even Tn controlling the spirit™s DSM).

in the Avalon Hill games mmgazine, Heroes ¥ol 1 Mo 6, there is a question
and answer section concerning Dragon Pass. One of the questions reads!

0: According to rule 7..8.2, "a mgician cannot use DSM while its

:E'Ir'lt is providing magical support (see 7.13)". Can a magfcian
ose spirit has been eliminated use DSM?

A: Yes,
The answer s short and sweet; but I am sti1l not sere upan the reasoning
why. Although 1 will go along with this decision, I would still like to
know the reasons behimd this ruling. Can anyone give any suggestions as to
why this is?

More pews from Gloranthia 1n the next issue.
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DIPLOMACY BGML Spring 1901

AUSTRIA: A{¥ie)-Bud; A{Bud}-Ser; F{Tri)-stamds.
{John Keilloh)

ENGLAND : F{Lon)-NTH; F{Edi )-NOR; A{Lpl)-Yor.
{Urban Smith}

FRANCE ; AlPar)-Bur; F{Bre)-ENG; A{Mar)-Spa.
{Louis Bezodis}

GE RMANY *~ A{Mun)-Bur; A{Ber)-Kie; F{Kie)-Den.
{Eoghan Barry)

ITALY: F(Nap)-10M; A{Yen)-Tyr; A(Row)-Ven.
{Daniel Brooks)

RUSSIA: F(StP)-GDB; F{Sev}-Rum: A{Mos}-Sev:; Al{War)-Ukr.
{Steve Green)

TUREEY : F{Ank)-BLA: A{Con)-Bul; AlSwy)-Con.

(Denise Yates)

Press

All about spring was coming, and the Kaiser stirred in his cryogenically
frozen bunker. "“An autre verdammt war." he said in broken European and
decided that this time he was conducting the whole thing 1in Engiish, the
German way. He made his was across to a filing cabinet from the depths of
which he revealed a file with scul? and crossbones, 2 picture of Seven men
sH(:tir‘rg aﬂ;urﬂ a table and 1n Block lettering "War Plan for the Next Big Lot
- {(DIP = E}....”
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DIPLONALY B6i1 Avbesn 1901

AUSTRIA A{Bud)-¥ie, F(Tri)} stands, Al{Ser) s F{Tri).
{John ¥Xefiloh}
ENMGLAND A{Yor)-Lon, F{NTH)-Be), FINNG)-Nor.
{Urban Smith)
FRANCE —_— A{Par)}-Bur, F{ENG)-Bel, A{Spa} stands.
{Louis Berodis} - - - _LE—'— ST
GE RMANY A(Mun-Ruh}, Al(xie)-Hol, F{Den}-Swe.
{Ecghan Barry) -
ITALY AlTyr}-Boh, Alven)-Tyr, F{ION}-Tun.
iDaniel Brooks)
RUSSIA F{Rum)-Saev, A(Ukr)}-Rum, A{StF)}-Nor {(no such un'ltl*
{Steve Green) FIG0UT-5we, A[SEV] sTands unordered. :
TURKEY AlBul)-Gre, A(Con)-Bul, Fllll.l} s AlCon}-Bul.

{Denise Yates)

Retreats

Butlds

A: Bud, Tri, ¥Yen +Ser
E: Edf, Lpl, Lon +Nar
F: Bre, Mar, Par +Spa
G: Ber, Kie, Mun +Den +Hol
I: Map, Rom, Ven +Tun
R: Mos, Sev, 5tP, War +Rum
T:-Ank, Con, Smy +Bul +Gre

Build AfBud)

Build FIEdi)

Bufld A{Mar)

Build A{Kie) A{Mun)

Build A{Ven)

Bulld AlMos) o
No builds ordered. 2 short.

LI B B B B A
L L

Notes _
Please remewmber that for each season [ require the following Ffrom each
player:

SPRING: Moves + retreats (may be conditional upon any move made this season)
AUTUIMN: Moves + retreats (may be contitional uvpon afy sove made this season)
+ adjustments {may be condftionmal upon any move or retreat mde this

season}
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DIPCON XIX - MARYCON 1986
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It was dead easy last year to write "MaryCon "85 was great. I came last,
but I eajoyed myself o end.”™ But, 1t ain "t quite SO easy this time. “Why
ever mnot?", thinketh you. Well, my Christmas holidays to the “States kinda
went a-something Tike this... ' _

Christwas holidays? In June?

Ah, yes. Because I worked over Christess ("B5-"86) in Belgium I way owed
some kind of seasconal festivities by my firwm, so when the oppertunity arose
to go to Yirgtnia, for the second time, to get thrashed again 1n .the
Diplomacy tournament, I couldn™t resist 1t.

Argway, let™s get back to the "“wWot i did 4 me “olidaze™ bit, shall we?

After learning through hitter experience of what happens when one wedrs
one”s contact lenses on a long pan-Atlantic haul (see Yol 11, Mo ¥ for all
the gory details) I decided to opt on wearing my glasses in the hope that 1
would have a trouble-free trip this time. For the most part of the fight it
wds s0. Unt{l we Yanded at JFK airport in New York.

This time 1 decided to go the “short way™, which was a direct fitght from
Ostoe to JFYX, instead of the “scenic route”™ [ took last year which saw me at
Brussels, Boston and Washington afrports, Perhaps 1 wasn't as wise as I
thought as 1 landed at JFK.

T™he first thing I can recall whs the huwidity. Ever tried to breath a brick
wall whilst a swimming poo! was being poured down your back? And that was
Just the arrivals hall. Hali? Did someone mention “hall”™? 1n wy book
there 1s no worse experience than being a non-US passport holder at JFX, as
one is subjected to (1iterally) a four hour wait ina T1-p-n-g queue of us
wogs trying to enter the good 0o1” US of A. MNever again.

Mind you, bei in a Tonmg afrtess corridor with a thousand of other sweaty
impatient individuals wasn™ 't without fts moments. Like the hysterical
Swedish woman who wanted to get to the front of the queue {didn™t we all)
because, she claimed, she was a political refugee seeking asylum. From
Sweden? Anyhow, a codple of werry hours were spent watching the antics of
this lady running up and down screaming amd pleading at unimpressed US
Immigration 0fficlals.

About this time a great smell of curry wafted into the corridor. Either the
non-existant air-conditioning was really having a bad day, or it was, &God
forpid....Alr Indfa arriving., The atmosphere (both wvarleties} 1in the
corridor was getting worse and about umpteen hundred potential 1{11egal
immigrants joined us and tried to push thelr way to ithe front. T don"t know
what it is about Indians, but someone, somewhere, cught 10 teach them a
sense of social-conscience sometime.

LEFT: DipCon XIX winmers. (L 0 R): Marc Hurwitz {2ml), Mof (15t) and
Howerd Christie {3rd).

Page XIX



Bohemfan Rhapsody Vol I1I, Mo ¥I

Anyway, after much shoving, cursing and with the assistance of the
Immigration Officfals the Air [mdla crowd were shoved to the back of the
corridor to stew 1n a pervading odour of countless vwindaloos and unwashed
saris. Almost. The unfortunate political refugee was stuck right back
amongst Air India. Poor lass, not even in the country and already oppressed
for the first time.

Evertually, I made it through Immfgratfon. After such an experience [711

never land at JFK again. The next time 1 travel, ["d rather spent another

six hours in the air, or waiting at an airport than waiting to get into

America at JFK. Last year the procedure tock less than fifteen minutes at

gt'::tnn. ‘Perhaps, I"11 go through there agafn next time, or perhaps,
cago.

Then 1 had to get through Customs. Customs at JFK is Tike going through a
massive warehouse. This 1s perhaps when I started to feel scared. 1've
seen a1l the Amerfcan wovies, "Fort Apache, the Bronx™, all the re-runs of
"Starsky and Hutch®™, the Bronsor vigilante epics and countless Films of gang
warfare. Amd here | was fn the widdle of New York™s airport, feeling lonely
and very, very, frightened. The place iIs huge ami absolutely run down.
There’s a few dirty conveyor belts here and there upon which, hopefully,
one’s luggage arrives from the afrplane. If one is lucky encugh to be able
to gather one s belongings one thenr has o find the exit.

Finding the exit was one thing. But wanting to go through it was amther.
There must have been about half the local prescint's heavies there with half
a dozren dogs standing waiting and staring at evervone passing in the hope
that they'd be an ardent communist or something so that they'd, quite
cheerfully, tear you to pleces. Just in front of the exft is situated a
cashier, just like 1in Moolworth™s, except she™s not quite so pleasant., I
waited my turn in the gueue untfl [ was to get served.

“Where s yer recefpt?”, she demanded.

"1 don"t have aone.”, I satd, wondering what on earth 1 needed a reciept for.
After-all, I wasn™t in Betgium, so why did I need a receipt?

“You can t come through without one.™, she spitted acidly, her eyes a
screaming red. [ looked around, trying o locate a reciept-issuing station.
1 couldn™t see one. | Tooked around again. A1l T could see was a massive
warchouse festooned with American flags that hadnt, in all probability,
been cleaned since Kixonr was in the White House. I Tooked back at the
cashier who {gnored me, and I glamced up towards the exit; perhaps 1 could
run for 1t. But no, one of the gunsV¥ingears was watching me and as he saw me
looking at him to pointed %0 a spot on the far side of the warehouse where [
was, evidentally, supposed to go.
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S0, [ turned and moved back into the dusty ruin, through the Air India

continguent, although 1 mever did see that Swede agatn, until I came t a

small dirty man sitting behind 2 small dirty desk. The Customs man. After

assuring him that 1 wasn"t a Red, a drug pusher and that ! intended @

home soonish (I wanted to go home right then) and a thousand of other things

:?d t_.r:ute me A receipt saying that I owed Uncle Sam nothing. Bloedy right I
n t. : :

Grabbing the receipt I dashed back across the floor, 1o the cashier who was
argutng with a bunch of Packistanis, I plonked the chit onto the counter and
rushed out through the door.

I wvas free. I was in America.

But in the wrong city. 1 was supposed to be in Mashington DC. But that
problewm could wait unti] I dealt with more wrgent matters first. HNow where
was the toilet?

1"'ve got this theory that states that Americanmmles don™t g t the toilet.
With an airport the size of JFK (T think that equates to “hloody huge”)
you™d think that there d be more than one cubicle which was hidden around
the corper next to the "Traveller™s Aid" desk {(this was probably the New
York “sense” of humn{ulr in action). And after seeing the said cubicle it7s
1ittle wonder why Americans never go to the bog. It was utterly disgusting
to say the 1least, and not only was I frightened of catching every germ in
the book it Tlocked odds on that I'd either be mugged by Poerto Ricans or
raped by Gays. But when a mmn’s got © rid himself of airline food and
umpteen cans of Ringnes beer {okay, so what else 1{s there to do on a eight
hour flight, play hide and seek?), a wan"s got to vid himself,... Anyhow 1
seemed to survive both from being mugged and the latest in HOYDlywood’s
fashionable dfseagses despite the fact that the bloody cubicle didn™t have
any walls that were over four foot high and started three feet off the
ground . In retrospect, perhaps JFK bo9s are 2 good place to strike up
converstions with other "passing” travellers, after all there’s nowt else
that one can do when one’s sitting on the pot next to a total stranger,
especially <ince 1Ff one is of a shy, delicate nature, 1ike yours truly, and
one can't "go” when the next chappie is sitting staring down at you and you
can"t work out if he s after your baggage, which you“ve got by your feet, or
he s about to molest you in a most unorthodox fashion.

God, T how | hated America. At Teast that bit of {t anyway.

Since the bar was shut I decided to find a flight t© Washington v meet up
with my host for the days before Diplon, Ken Peel.
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Naughty Fred Davis .]llr.,, with the even n-uyltier Debbie Peters.

(How mch offered for the negative, Fred?)
Ken Peel [Left) Jookfng as §f there s been a famine.
Larvy Peery {Right) Tooking as f he cawsed it,
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.

ABIYE: The wan who started 1t all, Alan Calhamer.

Getting to Mashington was easy enough, if not so cheap. But short of
walking 1 could see no other way of getting there without paying an
extortionate air fare. 1 was assured in Qslo by the travel agent that the
Flignt from New York to DC would only cost me $20 or so. Hardly a good
%tart to a Diplomacy holiday, wos it? Being taken for a wmug even before 1
eft home.

The flight down was a }ittle more jumurious than I expected. Apart from a
slavering Jittle schoolgirl {1 assumed she was a girl, but one can't be too
'‘sure in New York) who sat at the back of the “plane | was the only one on
board. After downing the wusual 1iguid bribe that’s required to get me up in
one of those things, we took off and headed south to DC.

I"ve mentioned DC in the last report 1 wrote on MaryCon. [ mentioned then
that I loved the town. It's a really clean place with a superb transit
system. 1f 1 could compare #t with anwthing, 1°d liken it to the Tyne and
Wear {or whatever 1t s called these days) Metro which s really swart.
Anywsy, because of having prior knolwedge of the city apd also because of
some excellent instructions frowm Ken T made it up to Silver Spring and Ken's
flat wheve | was to be badly let down. 1 was hoping 10 be fed and watered
by Ken's Lady, Sue, but since she’d buggered off somewhere on a catering
course Ken had to fend for us both., But, despite the few burnt saucepans,
Ken“s grilled, and blackened, pasta shells weren”t all that inedible as 1'd
anticipated. Roll on the weekend and the University food.
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That evening was spent playing quite a merry game: trylng to drink Ken's
fridge dry and then ringing up varicus odds and sodds and trying to convince
thes that we were ringing up from Norway. i think that only Conrad von
Metzke was fooled into believing us, but sfnce he”s from California that”s
t be expected anyway.

The pext glorious {1.e. sweaty) day was spent doing all the sfghts that I
missed the last time {due to the strange tewporary biindness I suffered last
year]. So a werry hour was spent walking up and down the Washington Mall
taking quite a Few rolls of film of various touristy things.

One touching ftem, be 1t very large, is the Vietnam Yeterans memorial tucked
away (conveniently out of sight, [ shouldn™t wonder) in one corner of the
M2ll nearby to the Lincolm Memorial. For those who don™t know, the
Veteran™s memor{ial is a huge L-shaped watl of black polished marble with alil
the names of all the fallen in the war. All along the bottom of the
memorial are a great number of wreathes still being laid in rememberence to
this day. B8ut what does bring the point home 1is the sight of a family
arriving at the mesorial amd then looking far their son”™s name listed in a
directory amd then searching the wall against the reference given just so
that they can reach up and touch his name. 5§5t117, after all these years,
famflies are travelling from all gver the United States, some for the Ffirst
time, just to Took at this monument for the names of their Tost loved ones,

Tactfully placed away from the memorial, but still guite close are a mumber
of stalls manned by "nam vets., who sit there everyday collecting sigmatures
tc & large petition that has been ging on for a Tlarge mimber of years to
call for the release of the American POWs that ave believed to still remain
behind fn SE Asia and used as slave labour today.

The next day or 50 was Spent wandering about the place, Tooking n a few
shops, buying a Few ftems from a fairly decent games shop in some obscure
part of Washington and sitting in the stifling heat in the Mall watching a
foew softball games being played after work by office workers., [ did manage
to see a few interesting items; for example, the griginal flag that inspired
the US National Anthem, "“The Star Spangled Banner®. Apparantly, this
tuneless ditlty came about after a bombardment by the British Mavy upon some
fortifications, above which flew this multi-hued dishcloth, which started in
the early evening and carried on until the following dawn. According to
legend, the flag was sti{fl flying and scme romantically-minded colonial went
off and wrote 2a l1imerick about the occasion, and thus the Americans got
their national anthem. Enowfng full well how the Royal Mavy did in and
about the colonies in those days, it™s suprising that from one hundred paces
offshore they were more than lucky to hit America; and so the whole thing
can probably be written off as a harmless exagerration.
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The thursday evening before the convention there was due at Ken's place a
gather of bodies from all over the USA and Canada of those who intended to
go to the convention. The arrangement was that we’d all meet at Ken's place
at S5pm and then we'd all dive out somewhere for a weal that night in some
worderful restaurant. Mell, about three hundred turned up at Ken's place,
but, unforturmatly, no Ken. 1 say unfortunate only because Ken had the only
key to the flat, 50 we were forced to upset the neighbours into playing
frisbee in the front street with the Tikes of Alan Stewart (a half colonfal,
“cos he”s from Canada) and Bruce Linsey who really upset some passing old
ladies with his letcherous leer (unfortunatly they weren™t o know that that
was his best Sunday church-going Took}. Larry Peery turned up later along
with a few cother bodies, but no Ken. : -

After a2 few hours waft, it was decfded that the situation was getting
towards the “desperate” classification, and since the pubs would be shutting
in a few hours it was decided that we would buy a few beers there and then.
So my unfalling nose (at detecting ruch retail ocutlets} was volunteered into
service along with the capable arms of some other round looking chap named
Mike or something, went off in search of refreshments. On our way I
couldn™t help that right next to this rather impressive 014 Persons Home was
this massive funeral palour with a dirty great flashing red neon light on
top saying, guite proudly, “WE ARE THE BIGGEST FUNERAL PALOUR IN THE STATE".
Talk about a Jack of tack, this was the 1limit. The glare of the flashing
nean into the Home woutd be enough to accelerateé the turpover. Seeing such
things doesn t half reinforce the ideas us Brits have of the Americans. At
Teast ours are done in a more refined manner; we have the Co-op Funeral
Service which, instead, offers triple Co-op dividend stamps and a set of
matching whiskey glasses for sach service performed. S

Finding the off-license thing, we fell foul of one of the wore ridiculous
laws in the State. All alcohol smust be kept hidden in a brown paper bag,
says the Law. A daft law it 1s too, as we ordered 24 bottles (or so) of the
stuff which comes in a 6-pack type arrangement which {s easy to handle by
carrying the top of the 6-pack holder. But since the iaw states that the
goods must be in a bag {no handles supplied) fn the open, 1t wmakes the
transport of the {tems {mpossible as the bag won™t support the wefght of
more than a score of grasshoppers and if held from the underneath all the
bottles would burst out of the plastic holder thing around their recks and
then they”d be bottles all ower the pavement. Little wonder that our Royal
Navy, two hundred years ago, was ordered to 1lose the colonfes to the
settlers.

And it was this very evening that Dipcon’s greatest mystery occured. I

think that instead of me telling you about it, we’1] refer tn that wonderous
magazine, Wot NMew York...
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“There 1S one hope. If Alan did get back to Ken~s, then he will be sent
over to the train stop to meet us when we pick up Steve. So as Dave drives
around through a lack of parking [“m running towards the exit of the stop to
meet Steve Hutton wha has apparantly just arrived himself, and I"w looking
for Alan all the while. It"s got to the point where I7ve about given up.
Steve and [ get in the car t drive over to Ken's and Dave pilots us out of
six lanes of traffic at a l1ight when Steve points and says, "There's Alan.”
Yes, {t's him. Relief. Questions, questions that will be answered if anly
he can get across the traffic before the 1lights change and he gets
flattened. For a guy who geis off at the wrong stop the night before, he
does well and we ' re set to continue scuth to Diplon.

“S0 we now have the man. Why? Was it a secret tryst? A btemporary lapset?
Perhaps a m-enta‘lt:ym fancy? Was there any clear reason at a¥l? Seemingly
not. After all t it came down © having thought we were at the right
Stop. You know what? He was right. You remember the Armand s we came %o
the night before - the delivery place? Mrong place. After asking about
Alan found the right Armand”s on the wrong side of the wrong stop (if
can 't follow that, I'm sorry. but that’s as plain as ft gets). He bad
naturally expected to find us there, but we never showed so Alan ate at an
Oriental place nearby, then took the train back to Ken s arriving shortly
after Dave, Mike, Bruce and I left for the night.

"Suprisingly, DipCon was not anticlimatic after all that suspemse. In fact,
1t was a5 wmych fun 23 [ could have hoped given that I got clobbered in the
two dip games that I joined. However, one gquestion still bugs me, weeks
later: How did Alan Stewart know that the wrong stop was the right stop???®

The above was a long extraction from Paul™s wonderful mmgazine, HNot Mew
York, and Paul can be contacted at Rt. I, Box 2338, Newfane, ¥T 05345, USA.

Actually, for me, the bigoest mystery was how was [ able to walk off with
the North American Diplomacy Championship without ever winning a single game
of Diplomacy before 1in my 1ife? Prior to this weekend my greatest
achievements include coming ninth in the UK Championship which only came
about because [ was controlling two countries 1n one game {(neither of them
came near winning) and 1 recall once coming seventh in a game with only six
players....
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"Just when you begin to wonder if you're ever going to eat, the log-jam
breaks and we re swept out of the door. En mmsse we Sweep through streets
and back aileys tooooo0oC THE TRAIN. Actually ft is quite a comfortable,
cool and relaxing train. Lots of room and people are spread out in 1§ttle
groups tatking as we ride. Larry is spinning some yarn about a brother he
never knew and Malc's taling abeut I forget what. I 'wm half listening, half
locking out of the window, half starved. Ken gets up from his ssat amd
pojnts out a route mp posted on the wall of the train which thows where
we re getting off. Maybe that 15 the BIG RISTAKE. There s no way to tell,
but as we get closer to the stop, some kind of anticipation does indesd make
ttself felt. Perhaps that is why, a stop early Alan Stewart gets o his
feet. The door i5 about 0 close and nobody else has stirred, but Alan
steps right {1nto the opening and is half of f the train when someone tells
him this 1s not the stop we want. The door closes on him. He s stuck, sort
of, with a decision to make. Alan shows no constermation as he pulls
himself towards his left foot - which is on the platform. Doors close all
the way, and MHOOSH, we Teave Alan behind.

“"That was strange.”, I say. But it doesn™t seem to be a big deat. No
calling the cops, no scurrying sround or huddling together to figure cut how
to find Alan. The mext stop arrives quickly and we al? pile out, aware that
Alap can”t be far away. Ken's mot thinking of Alan, period, end of
séntence. He s mearly got a dozen dippers behing him ir the Georgetown area
of DC and that™s enough to worey about. e “re Jooking for a pizza place
called Armand™s, which we find. There we hope Alan will be there t0o. He's
not, but a Tocal dipper Ken knows, named Doug Byrne 1s. One problem:
Armand”s 1s simply a delivery place of the calli-up wariety. WNo chance for
hungry dippers to sit and eat. We cast about for something better and
settle for a Mexican place as Kem ges of F o call somsone.

“Ordering goes smoothly emough and mo-one seewms to wiss a Canadian, sore or
lTess, but for some reason ['m bothered that nothing is being done. So after
a2 quick discussion with Bruce he and I go off ' Find him, each taking
opposite directions. I run in the heat. People wmust know I'm nmuts: 1 hope
that this pays, but it doesn™t, even though I find the enterance to “Alan’s
stop”. There s a long ascalator eide down, then back up and run back.
Bruce comes up aipty o, Food has arrived - too much,nearly cna”t finish
after all that running. At least one problem 1s taken care of; Ken insists
that Alan will show up at his place. I hope he™s right. But other thiags
come and g0 and worry, too, fades as ] get to meet long time ally and
friend, Jeff Close, 1f only briefly.

“The train ride is orderly engugh. Dave, MWike, Bruce and 1 part company
with the others temporarily to spend the night at the home of a friemd of
Bruce s. Once again t™s a short night for all as we get to bed at 1 am and
are up at 7 to rendevous with Steve Hetton in the city. The Alan mystery
has been buzzing away Iin my brain the whole waking time. [“ve about begun
to accept the whole bizarre thing as permanent.
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Unfortunatly on the day of the convention Ken Peel wasn't able to take the
day off work due o some unexpected crisis in the White House or something,
which led to a rather Jnteresting situation of a conventfon happening
without any of the commitee present until the last day when Ken finally
surfaced representing the whole of the DipCon committee. So who and where
were the others, 1 wonder?

Perhaps the only problems this caused was that the friday wvariants
convention, YariMaryCon, didn’t take place due to folk not really knowing
what was going on at all. This, for me, was a shame as I love to play some
of Fred Davis™ designs and then be able to chat to him about them
afterwards, as with the case of his "East Indfes ITI” we played last year.
I know that Fred was a little disappointed not to get the session underway
especially as a rumber of Titan and Judge Dredd games were produced.

Leaving aside other games {I came to play Diplomacy), [ think that here
would be the best place to describe the tournament rules which are quite
different +to those encountered at MidCon {the UK Championship). The actual
scoring system was kept a secret from the players until the end of the
Championship so as not to  influence anyone™s game, but 1 suspect that all
the players had a pretty good guess at what the system was anyway.

There were five rounds of Diplomacy played over the weekend. One on friday
nfght (starting about 7pm)}, one on saturday morning {9am), lunchtime (Zpm}
and in the evening at 7pm. The last roumd was at 9am on sunday morning.
Each of the games were to be played unttl a result was obtained, except for
the sunday witich had a Zpm deadline. In addition, a player could play in as
many games he wished as long &s At least two games were started and one of
them was the sunday game {(to stop players with two wins on friday and
saturday from sitting back from the rest of the tourmament). This, perhaps,
gave the players the jdea that some kind of averaging system was going to be
used for the scoring.

Personally, 1 1ike the idea of the games going untfl a conclusion is
reached. After all, we had all weekend [except for sunday afternoon when we
all had to consider going home) to play Diplomacy, which was why we were
there in the first place. Compare that with the UK system of baving two
rounds, one on saturday and the other on sunday, both of which get chopped
off at a premature date. Okay, it’s fair enough to cut short the sunday
game, but 1s there any reason for doing s0 on the saturday? [In the Royal
Angus hotel (where MidCon takes place) we al? have access to the convention
rooms continuously from friday tea-time wuntil sumnday night. The result is
that for the Ffirst four rournds the games tended to be a 1ot better as
players played for results {n the proper mnner, and not fighting w survive
the deadline. Perhaps this {5 something the MidCon committee ought to
consider.
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Anyhow, the scoring system:

l. For a win: 100 points plus 1 point per supply centre held.
2. For a 2-way draw: 50 points plus 1 point per supply centre held.
3. For a 3-way draw: 33 points plus 1 point per supply centre held.
4., For a 4-way draw: 25 points plus 1 point per supply centre held.
5. For a b-way draw: 10 points plus 1 point per supply centre held.
6. Other survivors: 1 point per supply centre held.

The results of all the games were totalled and then divided by the mumber of
games played. In event of a tie-breaker being required, the number of games
would be taken in consideration (although 1 don t know if a low mumber of
games would be better than a high number - ed),

As last year 1711 lead you through the games making a few notes where I
think ft"s worthwhile,

Game 1 oL 02 032 04 05 06 07 08
-

A: Don Scheiflier 5 &6 7 9 9 9 8 B8

E: Brian Fitzpatrick 3 I 2 a4 4 4 A4 5

F: J.R. Baker E & & & &5 & & @8

G: Steve Hutton 5 & & 5 [ & &

I: Larry Peery 4 3 3 1

R: Marc Peters 6 8 &8 1o 10 9 9 13

T: Kevin Burke 4 3 2

Result: 3-way draw (Austria, France and Russial).
N.B. Dan Schei{fier was one unit short in 1905.

Game 2 g1 02 03 04 05 On OF OB O9% 10 11 12
A: Stephen Swigger 3 5 5 & [ 4 1 1

E: Mark Murray 3 5 L 7 7 B g 10 9 11 11 11
F: Marc Hurwitz 3 5 5 ) [ & 9 10 11 11 13 11
G: Jeff Bohner 3 5 7 7 8 9 g 10 1@ 1% 11 12
I: Phil Dancause 3 4 4 3 3 s

R: Mike Gonsalves 4 4 2

T: John Hood 3 5 6 5 4 5 4 3 3 1 1

Result: 3-way draw {England, France and Germany}.
Quite an interesting supply centre chart; Russia never builds and Turkey

starts off well but has a long hard struggle before giving up the ghost in
1912. But what about the E/F/G results? Fascinating.
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Game 3 01 G2 03 04 05 06
Az Jamie Young I 3 3 2z

E: Jim McCarthy 4 4 3 2 2 P4
F: James Wall 5 6 6, 8 10 12
G: David Hood 5 5 7 8 & &
1: Pitor Gajewski 5 5 4 a8 2

R: Frank Jones 6 5 b 5 B 3
T: Howard Christie 4 5 5 7 8 11

Result: Z2-way draw (Framce and Turkey).
H.B. Germany was one umit short in 1903.

Quite an impressive start for Italy, a shame 1t never got amywhere
especially with Austria collapsing like it did. Perhaps Austria was wiped
out from the rear fighting Italy. Who kROws?Y

Eame 4 gl 02 03 04 05 06
A: Chris Kiker 5 7 7 7 7 9
E: Tom Mainardi L] 4 -] (] 7 B
F; Steven Wilcox 5 7 7 8 7 7
G: Russ Blau 5 4 3 2 1

1: Rick Darsey 4 3 1 1 1

R: Charles Perrin o 4 i z 2 1
T: Hugh Christie 5 & & B 8 9

Result: #4-way draw {(Austria, Englamd, France and Turkev),

Game 5 0l pz2 03 04 05 06 07 08 D9 10

A7 Kirk Larsen
E: Morgan Gurley
F: Alan Stewart
G: Jim Uaky

1: Steve Knight
R: John Crosby
T: Wob McCarter

% 10 10 11 11 12
& 5 4 1 1 1
10 10 11 14 14 12
5 4 4 4 5 B
4 5 5 4 3 3

& TN T O
L ENENNT RN
i wd (B Gh D L
Iy 35 = o P

Result: 3-way draw {France, Italy and Russia)l.
Austria? 1 bet Steve Knight (Italy) was glad the game ended when it did

after losing one centre to each of the other twoe tying countries. A twelve
centre Italy 15, indeed, an wnusual sight. Well done Steve.
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Game & 01 02 03
A: John Crosby 5 7 B8
E: Jim McCarthy 5 &£ 8
F: Mike Kelly 5 r 7
G: Kevin Burke 5 2 1
[: Alex Sheldon 4 4 5
R: Jamie Young q 4 1
T: Rob McCarter b 4 1

Result: 3-way draw (Austria, England and France).

Don"t ask me what happened here, maybe they were thrown out of the room
sometime after midnight by the security guard or something. But ["m
suprised that Italy didn™t figure in that draw. Do any of my readers know
what happened in this game?

Game 7 01 02 93 04 D5 06 07
A: Fred Townsend 5 6 7 8 9 10 10
E: Brian Fitzpatrick 4 5 8 g 7 9 9
F: Marc Peters 5 5 7 7 a8 g8 B
G: John Haod [ 6 3 2 1

I: Mark Stegman 4 1 5 7 7 7 7
R: Chris Kiker 5 4 3 2 2

T: Frank Jones 4 4 1

Result: 4-way draw (Austria, England, France and I1taly).

interesting to see [taly figure in a draw with Austria and France, perhaps
that s where the German centres went to. Funny what sort of conclusfons cne
can invent from these charts, tsn”t 1t? Byt the Austrian going from
strength 1t strength while Germany collapsed 1s dead against all the norma)
expected “rules” of Diplomacy; in about every game | played {and in Richard
Sharp™s excellent book, The Game of Diplomacy) it is assumed that & secure
Germany is essential for Austria, now 1711 have to have a rethink about some
of my Austrian and German strategies. Any comments, anyone?
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Game £ 0of 02 03 04 05 06 O 08 09 10
A: Mike Gonsalves 5 6 7 7 3 9 o I 11 14
E: Budd Haemer 5 4 3 3 3 3, 2 2 2 1
F: Russell Blau 5 5 6 7 7 9 a2 a 7 i
G: Peter Gajewskl 5 6 & & &6 4 4 4 2 1
I: Carl Russell 4 4 2 1 *
R: Bi11 Thompson ) 5 7 7 7 7 10 10 12 14
T: Phil Dancause 1 3 3 3 z 2

esult: 2-way draw {Enland and Russial}.
.B. France and Russia both declined one buitd, playing one short.

EX

Game 9 oL 02 03 04 05 06 07 08
A: Malc Smith 5 q 3 2 1 z 3 2
E: Steven Wilcox 4 5 6 7 8 10 10 13
F: Dave McCrumb 5 5 5 & [ 7 B 7
G: Morgan Gurley 5 5 4 4 32 1 1 1
I: Jim Yerkey 4 2] [ [ 7 6 & 5
R: Mark Freu 4 5 5 3 z F'd P 2
T: Mark Berch 5 4 5 6 7 ] 5 4

Result: 7J-way draw.

This game seemed to go on for ever. Ewven though only sixteen seasons were
played, this game dragged on from nine in the morning until about efght in
the evening. Of the two gawes that 1 played 1n, this was the most
memnrable. For the second tfme in two years I had the misfortune to play
against Mark Berch. Mark™s one of the finest Diplomacy players that I ve
ever played against, and he’s got the most incredible ability to neutralise
my Dipqmcy efforts without any great effort. The reason for the 7-way
draw was that England, Steven, was in a strong position to win the game and
he d continually refused to accept a 2-way draw with France, his ally, as he
wanted his first ever Diplomacy win that day. France was looking for a
Z2-way draw, but with England, as he knew that he couldn™t win on his own.
Mark Berch, Turkey, Xxept throwing the spanner in the works by being
unpredictable as ever, but leant mostly to the E/F alliance.

After the evening meal the four ~“good guys”™ looked at the board and we
spotted a potential stalemate line. wWe moved into the stalemate position
and we 1informed England that he 11 never get any more supply centres as we
weren t going to move from our poisitions and we weren t going W stab each
other [(after al1 what was there tv gain?} and so he d better settle for a
seven way draw. After studying the board closely, and then his watch {the
pubs were open} he agreed and 1 gafned my First ever result in 10 years; a
seven way draw. I was ecstatic.
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o
-

Game 10 02 03 04 05 D6 07 08 09

A: Mike Barno
E: Rick Dovsey
F: David Hood
6: Steve Swigger

Z2 1 1 2 3 3 3

8 9 8 B8 9
2 10 10 11 10

i m Uil e
R RN R K
il o ey el
o g (B

I: James Townsemnd & 4 3 3 2
R: Lorl Tice 5 4 4 3 3
T: Phil Senn 5 5 ) [ 7

Result: 2-way draw (France and Gerwary).

What happered to Engtand? 1"ve mever seen such a quick collapse of England
inmy l1ife. It looks that there was a very well arranged alliance between
France and Germary to pull it off, but I"d never thought 1t would be
possible for England to get wiped out before 1904, especially with England
gainfng a bufld in 1901.

Game 11 0ol 02 03 o4 05 O& O7 08 09
A: Doug Byrnes 4 S5 & 7T B8 T 8 8 5
E: Alan Steaart 8 5 8 & 5 5 6 5 5
F: David Hecht 5 & 6 5§ 5 5 5§ §5 5§
G: Charles Parrin 5 4 2 2

1: Hugh Christie 4 5 - ' % 10 131 12 15
R: Mark Nicholson s & 7 7T 7T 7 4 & 4
T: Jay Shufeldt L} 3 3

Result: S-way draw (Austria, England, France, Italy amd Russial.

Another case of hAustria and Germany not following each other; but look at
Italy™s rise to power. Is this at the expense of Germany, and then later
Russfa? Even this 15-centre Italy wasn 't enough to secure the “Best Italy”
award at the tournament.

Game 12 r102030405060?[309101112131415
A: Frank Jones £ & 5 2 2 2 2 2

E: Conrad Minshall 5 8 B 9 8 7 B 9 8B 6 &€ 6 5 4

F: Steve Knight 5 5§ 6 7 8 7 7 7 31010 7 3 5§58 &
G: Matt Kelly 5 2 2 1 1

1: Donna Balkan 4 5 2

R: Dave Ltncoln £ 5 6 8 10 9 B B B B 10 13 12 14
T: Howard Christie 4 4 & 7 7 8 B & 91010 11 13 13 14

Result: 2-way draw (Russia and Turkey).
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Game 13 u1ﬁ_nz 03 o4 O5 06 07 OB 09 10 11
A: Mark Murray 5§ & §&§ § 7 5 &6 & 7 7 6
E: Jim Uklay 5 4 4 a4 4 &5 85 6 & 7T -7
F: Randy 3enn 5 § 5 5 5 6 5§ 5 §5 4 k |
G: Larry Peery 5 & 4 3 2 2 2 1 1 1 1
I: Paul Gardner 4 3 3

R: Kirk Larsen 6 6 7 9 7 T & & & 5 5
T: Jeff Bohner 4 & 6 8 B 9 10 10 10 10 11
Result: 3-wady draw (Austria, Russia and Turkey).

Game 14 0L 02 03 p4 05 06 07

A: Pitor Gajewskd 5 § &6 B 8 9

E: Don Schleifler 4 3 1

F: Mark Stegeman 5 § § 7 7 g 8

G: Dave McCrumwb E & 5 6 & 7 &

1: Charles Perrin 4 5 & & 2,

R: Carl H11per 6 8 8 9 11 9 10

T: David Hood 4 2 1

Result: 4-way draw {Austria, France, Germary and Russia) in Spring 1908.
N.B. Russia played with one unit short after 1905. i

['m personally suprised at Don"s English collapse, as [ regard Don as one of
the best players I've played against (he crushed me in 1985 at MidCon},.
Parhaps after failing to get a result in this game he didn™t put as such
into this tournament as he"d norsally would have done, and thus allowing we
to win my game later on. WwWho knows?

Game 15 01 02 03 04 0O 06 Q7 OB
Az Jim McCarty Z 1

E: Rick Dorsey 4 3 3 1 1 4 3 2
F: Steve Hutton [ 5 & 8 L 1 Fd 1
6: John Hood 5 5 B 8 9 10 4 1
I: Rob McCarter 5 § B 8 9 10 12 10
R: Steven Wilcox 5 5 2 1

T: Marc Hurwitz 4 [ ? 8 10 11 13 20

Result: WIN {Turkey).

A twenty centre Turkey, what a way to end the game, but for Marc's 2 clentre
Russia letting him down in another game he”d have won the championship:
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Game 16 01 02 03 04 05
A: Brian Fitzpatrick E 6 5 4 23
E: Mike Gonsalves 4 3 3 3

F: Chris Kiker 4 5 4 3 &
G: Morgan Gurley & &8 9 10 12
I; Dudd Haomer 4 4 5 & 7
R: Kevin Burke 5 3

T: Jamie Young & &5 B8 8 &

Result: 2-way draw {(Germany, Italy and Turkey).

Game 17 01 02 03 D& O5 D6

A: B{11 Thompson 4 5 5 5 6 6

E: Howard Christie 3 3 3 4 & 8

F: Mark Freu 6 5 & 7 8 &8
G: Jay Shufeldt 5 6 7 7 3

1: JR Baker 4 3 1

R: Budd Haemer 5 7 6 5 3 3
: Fred Townsemd 5 L3 & 6 8 g9

Result: 4-way draw {Austriaz, England, France and Turkey).

Game 18 01 02 03 D& 05 06 OF

A: Mike Gonsalves 5 | 2

E: Steve Knfght 3 z 1

F: Marc Peters 5 6 a B 7 5 3
G: David Hond 5 & 7 8 11, 12 12
1: Morgan Gurley 4 5 T 10 11 14 18

¥: Steve Swigger &6 9 10 ? 5 z 1
: Steve Wilcox 4 2 ) |

Result: WIN {Italy).

Again Germany did well when Austria was wiped out early on in the game.
I'm now wondering if [taly does well if efther Austeia or Germany are
removed from the geme. Perhaps some statistician somewhére ought to have a
close look at this and tell us if ¥t°s true or not. If so, then it could
revalutionise the [talfan position in Diplomacy.
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Game 19 0] 02 03 04 O5 06

A: Larry Peery
E: Russell Blau
F: Carl Wiliner
G: Jamie Young
I: Dave Lincoln
R: Marc Hurwitr
T: Randall Senn

e Ao s SN
AHamthodnids
Mt
St f ] ved R bt GR
LD O eh
R bW

Result:  6-way draw (A11 except Turkey).

Strange to see tngland flguring in this draw, perhaps there was a stalemate
line involved, or perhaps the game had to be finished early.

Game 20 g1 0z 03 O4 O5 06 O7 08
A: Rob McCarter 5 6 & 5 3 Z

E: Dick Warner 5 T & 10 10 12 12
F: Steve Arnawoodian L 5 L [ T 8 11 14
G: Kewvin Burke 4 5 L 3

1: Ed Wrobel 4 4 5 4 4 3 2

R: Mark Stegoman } 8 4 3 4 3 1

T: Carl Russell 3 4 3 5 6 B 8 8

Resuit: 3-way draw {(England, France and Turkeyl.

Game 21 01 02 03 04 05 06 OF OB 09
i

A: Don Scheiffler E & & 7 6 6 . 9 6
E: Malc Smith 4 4 4 5 7 7 11 13 18
F: Alan Stewart 5 &8 6 & &6 6 4 1 1
G: Jim McCarty 5 5 Y 4 4 4 4 5 3
1: Chris Kiker 4 4 4 a 3 4 4 3 3
R: Conrad Minshall 6 5 & 5 ] ] 4 3 7
T: phil Dancause 4 3 3 3 2 1

Result: WIN (England).
M.B. Austria and England both playing ome short due to lack of space.

This was the game that won me the DipCon XIX Championship. There’s been a
few tales and rumours that the game was throwm to me. Still to this day,
I'm not really sure if it was or wasn"t. As far as the players were
concerned, after 1907 there was nd doubt that I"'d win the game sometime and
the anly “throwing”™ of the game was Austria woving out in the 1ast season to
give wmwe three of his centres so that 17d win the game and not have to share
a six-way draw.
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The game started off really badly for me. | opened with the normal English
opening of AlLpT)-Yor, Fi{lLon)-NTH and F{Edi)-NWG. It was the move
A(Lpl)}-Yor which saved wme as France and Gersany beaded straight for me.
After a serfes of self-standoffs [ managed 1o repel all attempts of the
French/German altiance t©o fnvade my homeland. In 1904 {and after many
broken promises of "Now we ve seen that we can'tr?et into England we 11 back
n:f"] [ finally pointed out to them that Austria was getting - a Jlittle
Strong.

France and Germany finally pulled away and after a wis-order that was seen
to be a “stab” by the other players (it wasn™t, honest, Alan)} [ ended up in
the English Channel. I had intended to stand myself off over the Channel so
that I wouldn™t worry the French, but I forgot o order one of two units
into the Channel so wy Fleet in the North Sea moved intg the Channel. [ was
gald that I did this because I was able to use the Fleet as 2 threat to
France to behave in future, which he did for the wost part, although he gt
a trifle upset when Brest (not quite an accident}) changed hands.

I had France and Germany eating out of wy hands by mow, France because T was
in a position toc clobber him if I wvanted to and Germany because I was able
to support him against MAustria. In 1907, Russia went to pleces and n a few
seasons I moved from Norway fnto Moscow.

Turkey was wiped out by Austria and Don realised that he couldn™t win the
game and 0 he was prepared to  let we win, Perhaps he wanted to have as
many unfts as possible for the final count. Amyway, Gerrmany wasn't in too
much of a pesition to put up much of a resistance as I stabbed him in 1908,
but France wouldn™t 1ie down and die. 1 think that in 199 [ actually ended
up in Rumania. ’ )

But the game was never in any doubt that I would win, and 1 down think that
the game was “thrown . Indeed folk were saying that the two Canadians threw
{France and Germany) me the game, but I made sure that they weren™t strong
enough 1o throw me anything except for insults, which Alan did very well.

That was my very First win in sy 1ife after playing countless  games of
Face-to-Face games and a few postal games. 1 expected to win the "Best
Ebgland™ award (which wakes a Tovely paperweight]) but never the
Championship.

As for the opening A{Lpl}-—Yor which saved the game for me; if 1 moved it to
Edinburgh (which s, I gather, a valfd altermative) then | would hawe been
in no position to prevent my demise in record time. 1 now firmly believe
that England should always move to Yorkshire (the only advantage for moving
to Edinburgh is that the Army may be convoyed by the NWG Fleet)and then 1f
Enhland fs attacked then the Army, by a serfes of well-planned
self-standoffs, can always survive. Indeed, 1in this game, the Army never
Teft the homeland until Spring 1904. :
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Gampe 22 0L 02 03 04 05 08
A: Mark Berch 4 & 5 e 4 4
E: James Wall 4 3 2 z
F: Mark Murray 5 6 T 7 8 10
G: Dave McCrumb 5 5 4 4 5 6
: Douyg Byrnes 4 & 4 3 3 2
R: Phil Senn & 8 & &8 7 5
T: Brian Fitzpatrick 4 3 4 4 & &
Result: 6-way (all except England).
Game 73 01 0z 03 04 06 06
A: Frank Jones 5 [ 7 ) 5 &
E: John Croshy 4 5 [ 7 8 8
F: Hugh Christie & & 7 7 8 8
G: John Hood 5 § 5§ 5 5 5
I: Pltor Gajewski 4 4 4 3 2 1
R: Mike Barno 4 3
T: Jim Yerkey 4 6 & & 6 6

Result: 4-way {Austria, Englan, France and Turkey).

The following table is the 1ist of participants in the tournament with
supply centre holdings. Actually, this is the only truly accurate list

printed anywhere.

Place Plaver Scoring Data Scare Comments
1 Malc Smith A- Z E-1B 60 .00 Rest England
2 Mar¢ Hurwitz F-11 T-20 R- 2 55.33 Best Turkey
3 Howard Christie T-11 T-14 E- B 51.67
4 B¥11 Thompson R-14 E- b 47 .50 Best Russia
5 Jeff Bohner 6-12 . T-11 45 .50
6 Morgan Gurley E-0 6-12 61 I-18 41.00 Best Italy +
7 dJohn Crosby R- § A- 8 E- 8 37.67 Germany
8 Fred Townsend I-2 A-10 T- 9 34.50
9 Dave Lincoln R-14 1I- 8 4.00
10= Mark Murray E-11 A- 6§ F-10 31.00
James Mall F-12 E- O 31.00 Best France
12 Mugh Christie T- 9 1-15 F- 8§ 30.67
13 Marc Pelers R-13 F- 8 F- 3 21.33
14 carl Willnmer R-10 F- 9 22.00
15 - Mark Stegeman I- 7 F- 8 21.67
16= Carl Russell R-0 T-8 20.50
JR Baker F- 8 I-0 20.50

Page OOVIII



Bohemian Eeapsody Yol 111, Mo ¥I

Place Player Scoring Data S5core Comments

18= Steve Swigger A- 0 6-10 R- 1 20.33 Best Germamy
Alan Stewart F-12 E- 8 F-1 20.33

20 David Hood 6- 6§ F-9 T-0 6-12 19.25

21 Kirk Larsen A-0 R-5 19.00

22 Jiwm Yerkey I-5 T- 6 . 18.00

23 Mark Freu R-2 F-8 17.50

24 Steve Knight 1-12 F- & E- O 17.33

25 Mike Gonsalves R-0 A-14 E-0 A-0O 156.00 Best Austria

26 Don Scheifler A- B8 E-0 A- 6 15 .67

Z71= Dave McCrumb -6 F-7 G- 6 14.67
Budd Haemer E-1 I-7 R-3 14,67

29 Jamie Young A-0 T-8 R-4 G- 6 12.75

30 Pitwr Gajewski iI-0 G-1 A-10 I-1 12.33

31 Brian Fitzpatrick E-5 E-9 A-3 T-6 12.00

32 Jim McCarthy E-2 E-8 A-0 G- 3 11.50

33 Steve Wilcox F-7 E-13 R-0 T-0 11.25

34 Chris Kiker A-9% R-0 F-4 I-3 10.25

35= Frank Jones R- 3 T-0 A-0 A-6 &8 .50
Doug Byrnes A- 5 I-2 B8.50

37 FPhil Senn -7 R-6& 6.50

38 Conrad Minshall E- 4 R- 3 4.50

¥ Jiw Vacy G-1 E- 7 4.00

40 Rob McCarter T- 3 T-1 1I1-10 3.50

41= Larry Peery I-0 6-1 A- 8 3.00
Mark Berch T- 4 A- 4 3.00

43 Russ BRlay _ F- 4 E-1 1.67

44= Ramxly Senn F-3 T-0 1.50
John Hood -0 G-0Q G-1 G-5 1.50
Mike Barno A- 3 R-0 1.50

47 Rick Dorsey I-0 E-0 R-2 0.67

48 Steve Hutton G- 0 F-1 0.55

49= Charles Pervin E-1 1-0 G6-0 0.33
Keyin Burke T-0 R-0 G- 1 0.33

51= Phil Dancause I-0 T-0 T-0D 0.00
Jay Scufeldt T-0 &0 0.00
James Townsend I- 2 0.00 1 game only
Lori Tfce R- 3 0.00 1 game only
Alex Sheldon I- & 0.00 1 game only
Mark Wicholson R- 4 0.00 1 game oniy
Tom Mainardi E- B 0.00 1 game only
Mike Kelley F- 7 0.00 1 game only
Paul Gardener I- 0 0.00 1 game only
Donna Balkan [- 0 0.00 1 game only
Matt Kelly G- O 0.00 1 game only
David Hecht F- & 0.00 1 game anly
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Arithmetic

50 much for my brave boast that all' the abowe figures are accurate. After
copying the results from Politesse 39, which 1 believe to be the official
results I 've found too many glaring errors in the final results. The worst
error was that poor Jeff Bohner was placed at the bottom with zerc points.
But I"ve discovered that he achieved two three-way draws with 11 and 12
supply centres {(see games 2 and 13) which gives him a total of:

11 + 33 + 12 + 33 = 99 which averages out at 45.50

which s emough t© put him at Sth place. in 1ight of all this, I7ve
cancelled my boast that this is the only correct set of figures about the
Hobby (even Diplosmcy World has made a few msistakes, one being that a
player was missed out completely)., Even sa, the figures [“ve printed out
are the most accurate I ve seen and if anyone feels 1ike checking them, 1711
be wery grateful,

But 1it"s a worryfng thought, isn"t it? A plaver who was rated down in the
bottom actually came fn fifth. With a few more centres, or a two-way draw,
Jeff could have been third. Anmd how would the Diplon commitiee take the
prl':'ze away from the supposed third placed pltayer and give it 1o somecne
else.

Clearly, this is a problem that isn™t impossible., Ii"s cnly due ¢ a matter
of Juck, nothing more, that the Diplon committee haven™t got a scandal on
their hands. So the big question that Bohewian Rhapsody is asking Ken Peel
{who 1s on the next year s Diplon cosmmittee) 1is how is the committee going
to prevent such an occurance happening again? [ think that guite a few
Diplomacy players will be interested in whatever precautions will be
unde rtaken.

Comments anyone?

Apart from this “minor™ incident I must close this mention of Diplon that I
thoroughly enjoyed myself, not only because of the result, but because
through meeting friends, new and oFd over the weekend. The newspaper,
Mashington Post, came and took a few photos and I manages to gt a picture
of my bum 1in the paper [cor, fame at Tast) ajacent +to Alan Calhammer, who
was facing in the right direction at the right time. Just thought I7d
mention that; name dropping, you know.

A footnote for those who read the scandalous profile of me in Diplomacy

Morld, I would 1ike to make a few points clear; 1t was efght pitchers and
Larry Peery snores 1ike hell, he must have been 1istening to himself.
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[ had a few days left over for a few days in New York before I had to catch
my flight back to 0s51o. Apparantly, it was arranged that Woodie would drive
me all the way to Mew York from ¥irginia where I°d stay with John Caruso and
Kathy Byrne for a few days.

On the way north Woodfe and F took a detour to take in Atlantic City in New
Jersey {1 think} which, apart from Las VYegas, the only city which allows
casinos t operate. So naturally, the afterncon was spent arcund one of the
blackjack tables in one of the numerous casines there.

New York is a frightning place, it didn"t help by mot having Kathy there for
A few days either. When [ turned up on the doorstep the kids and John
didn™t know where she was, but I was let in all the same. Then on the night
before last of my holiday I recieved a number of strange calls from Bobble
Tin-can™ Sacks saying that she’d been kidnapped by a guy called Jaan, or
something. [ was warned about 5Sacks by Woodie previously, apparantly he
keeps drawing up Covenants about the American Hobby that no-one, apart from
5impn Billenness, has an interest in. From what [ can gather, no-one in the
Hobby wants him around, and he”s supposed to have drawn up in his Wil1l that
if he dies unexpectediy, then the police are supposed to fnvestigate a
;u:i;er :{:f persons in the Hobby, whose mames Include Woodfe, Kathy Byrrme and
red Davis.

Like I said, 1t was this mut that kept ringing me up at Kathy“™s whilst I was
watching the Mets baseball team on the team saying that Kathy had been
kidnapped., [ rang up Fred Davis and S5imon Billemness w see if they could
shed any Tight on the matter, but they couldn't. Anyhow, ] don"t understand
the full story, but Sacks was supposed to have called the Police about
“Jaan”, and the next day Kathy was back at home and she wouldn't say a word
as o where she d been.

Perhaps, she was meeting Alan Stewart 1n a pizza house somewhere.

Anyway, we did mnage tv get to see a baseball game, we saw Kathy s favorite
team, the Mets, beat the San Diego Padres 1n a really exiting game.

The next day I flew home. With difficulty. My flight was cancelled, and so
Inad to wait umpteen hours to get on a Lufthansea 747. I wrote last year
that 1 hated this airline, this time was no exception; [ was given a
boarding pass with a seat rumber that didn”t exist and so I was wardering
about the “plane wondering if I"d have to stand the whole way. Yes, 1 had
to go wia bloody Frankfurt. again, which meant that 1 arrived back home in
Norway a day late. ’

But, as a consolationmn, 1 ns' Tater 0 discover that I was the first person
to take the DipCon l:ha-piunship out of the USA, and that Bohewmian Rhapsody
s the first mgazine w be regularly published from out of three countries.
Hot bad, eh?

Next year, it™s in I1i{nols, fn Madison, which I'm told is a large Norwegian
commuinity, and 1 hope to get my Troll-speak lessons finished by then.
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QUEEM: “A Kind of Magic™ Eurvopean Tour, Brussels 17.6.856
by Andy "Elite” Crowe

Belgium decided to be very hot and sunny on this particular tesday, the
tuesday that was to welcome to return of Queen to Brussels, But, by early
evening, Him upstairs darkened the sky and sent one helluva thunderstorm
complete with torrential rain to spak any concert-goers he could find,
especial iy those clever encugh to travel to Brussels by mtorcyle: warm, wet
amd sticky was ome way t0 describe things.

The verue was “Yorst Nationaal™ {in Flemish, or "Foret Naticnmale™ in Fremch,
famous for leaking roof amd being mind-numbingly difficult to find thanks to
Belgian road signs, which managed %o supply two Junction 17°s on the
Brussel”s Ring Road {tip: take the second},

It was a sell-out, a packed house: thousands of steaming bodies a1l warw,
some fTew and a few sticky, jammed themselves inte the auditorium and were
played at by the support band, “In Excess”, from Australia: "Rock and Rol11”
is how they described themselves, Opinion seems to be that they were a
Tittle too Joud, but they went down well, Some didn"t see wmuch aof them,
prefering to drip copiously in the Ffoyer, and cram hot-degs down their
throats (me).

After an appropriate delay, (Queen were suddenly there and at it. Opening
with something from their new album, possibly something to do with
"Highlander™, they were certainiy easfer to 1isten to  than their support.
They enjoyed a rapturous welcome, but seemed t need a few songs to warm up.

An impressive lightshow featuring 1ightning (had enough of that) and things
that twiried around at you, not to wmention things that didn”t, all mounted
on an  enourmous rfg above the band™s heads. This dazzling performance was
easily matched and eclipsed by the powerful perfermance of Freddy Mercury.
If you“ve only seen his flash antics on TY, you may not be too ecstatic
abeut him: in the flesh the 15 a wmaster showman in total control of his
audience., During quieter moments in several rumbers, there was mot a sound
from even the ten-bob rush {the rabble at the front).

Ripping through numbers 1ike "Crazy Little Thing” and “Break Free”, Queen
seemed to have everyone hooked. If their rendition of "Under Pressure” was
excellent, then "Radio Ga Ga” was brilliant. However, 1 was a little
disappointed in “Bohemian Rhapsody™, which featured a taped middle section
when the band was absent from the stage.

Following "A Kind of Magic™, the title of the European tour, Queen calmed us
down with the quieter "Love of my Life  which was sung mostly by the
audience, with Freddy Mercury conducting. in Belgium, it appears %o be
customary to wave lighted cigarette 1ighters around fn the gloom of the
auditorium. Cute.
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A short acoustic set was replaced by the obligitary virtuoso guitar
performace by “"mean “n” moody” 8rian May, with extensive use of an echo
machine = "Brighton Rock™. Monsieur Mercury s1id offstage and reappeared
strutting around arrogantly wearing a unfon jack, when turning around W
reveal the Belgian falg fn reverse, Showmanship.

Somewhere 1n there was a2 medley of early rock “n” roll stapdards, 1ike
Tootte Frootie™, which I thought was unnecessary.

Encore? OF course: two of them, including “We are the Champfons™ and “We
will Rock You™. But then 1t was over - "God save the Queen” and home. Exit
Queen stage left, exit ardience through holes in theatre to total and utter
mayhem in the car park.

Comclusion: I have never before been to a Queen concert, and had to be
dragged along to this one, but I"m very glad that 1 went.

Queen and Status Quo at Weshley
by Richard Walkerdine

The show started around 3:30 with am hour (though it seemed longer) of an
Australian group called “IN-X-53", who were rubbish so we”™ 11 wove onto the
next group, Alarm. They were actua¥ly wry god and got the audiemce nicely
warmed up ready for the pleasures yet to come, 350 mich so that when they
finished at aroumnd 6 o"clock I could have listened for quite a bit longer.
Then there was a break while the stage was changed and everyone got a few
deinks in - which allowed the sudience at practising "The Wave that you
probably saw in the World Cup. After a few false starts we all really done
great and got the thing going around the stadium a dozen or wore times
before 1t finally petered out.

But by 6:30 Tt was time for Status Quo and they did their thing for 90
minutes and we all Toved it and when they sang the old favourites 11ke
“Caroling” and “Wild Side of Life” and "Rocking all over the ¥World™ it was
sing-along-a-Quo twe and even after an encore we hadn™t mearly emough. And
when it was a1l over we al1) agreed that they were 35 Still as great as ever
and please God 1et them keep doing it for a few wmore years and Queen will
really have t go some to top this one - which of course they did.
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Half an hour o change the stage again and everything was set, The audience
is still on a high from Quo, the lights are flashing, the swoke fs
billowing, everything is buzzing, the music starts and there they are
belting it ocut. We all go crazy. 1 went to the Springsteen concert last
year and, though I™m really not a fan, came away agreeing what a terrific
showman he is - but Freddy Mercury is Just something else. The power of his
voice is enough 1 make the ground shake, but when Jt°s combined with the
light-show, the explosions, the way he struts (and minces - they are a well
named group) arcund the stage, you realise that this Tsn't just showmanship,
thic is pure, unadulterated, twtally over-the-top, audfence work-up. And we
Toyed 1it. HNot that they aren’t a totally accomplished bamd of course - the
performance of “Bohemian Rhapsedy”™, sounding precisely like the recorded
version, will remain an abiding mesmory. Apd of course everyone sings along
to “] want to Break Free”, "Radio Ga-Ga~ and all the other favourites,
cuilminating with “We are the Champions™ as the very last song of the second
encopre. But even then it wasn t quite over. The comncert was over, the
songs were finished, the group was taking 1ts final bows after the last
encore. Suddenly Frieddy dashes of fstage for a few seconds and the rest of
the group are left alone - then he reappears, weearing a long ermine gown
with a crown on his head. He walks regally to the front of the stage amd
stands there reviewing his subjects, apd while this is going on the
loudspeakers are blasting out the strains of "God save the Queen - 1ike |
said, totally over the top. And boy did we love it.

I"wve only been t¢ two concerts that were more memorable {(and I'wm carefully
avoiding the word "better” here); both were Dylan, both were many years ago,
amd both were particularly special for all sorts of reasons, '

If you get a chance v Quo or Queen, for goodness sake don"t blow 1t.

Two fnteresting contrasting views of two Queen concerts. 1've g0t wy Quo
ticket for the 8th October in Skedsmo. I™m not sure what Quo will be Tike
these days now that they 've a new bassist. I1I"ve read reports that he
doesn”t fit in with Guo. Mow that Lancaster and Coughlan have gone the Quo
rythewt section must have changed a lot. I"ve seen Quo twice before, once 1n
“79 and once in "84 at Crystal Palace and they were brilliant both times.
The Jatter concert, the first of the two “farewell” gigs, lasted for about
three hours. [ was knackered, dunno about the band.

But now they ve gone even softer in the studio {their latest album 1is
another collection of "Margurita Time™ toons) I wonder what they re like on
the boards now. For gy mney, Quo were Quo in and and about the "Quo” and
“Blue for You  periuvus. But I'm still dying to see “em, though.
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The Boogie Brothers Blues Bamd, London 6th June 1986
or
The Bluwes Brothers Ride Again? by Mick Brennan

Having once been coerced into the Antwerpen Roxy, on a delightfully balmy
and typically wet autumn day, by a certain sfivery tongued inebriate, to see
The Blues Brothers”™ - a film we'd both seen before {often) - and having
dectected a faint editorial fondness within these pages for music loud and
vulgar, [ feel that there is no better place in all of xyn-dowm for a review
Tike this. Besides, who else would print 1t?

One Friday night, in the smoky back room of one of the more salubriocus
venues on the North London Pub Music circuit {the Torrington, if you must
know), a starnge ensemble took to the stage. Their garb was peculiar but
very familiar - dark parrow sults and ties, dark pork pie hats and dark
glasses. Their music was even more familiar - powerful, pounding
rivvem n"blues - just 1ike that played in the movies by those vibrant
mis-shapen Blues Bros.. Could this have been the return of Jake and Elwood
= The Blues Brothers - sounding hotter, tighter and faster than ever???

Actvally, mo. If you looked a 1ittle closer, Jake was taller, a little
broader and he sported a pony-tail under his 111-fitting pork pile. By
contrast Elwood was much smaller, mich thinner and even wore a slim Jeather
skirt with stockings (black, naturally). A Blues Sister. .

The band was the “Boogie Brothers Blues Bamnd™. A respectful and enthusiatic
elght piece imitation of the Blues Brother s sound and style. Their 1ine-up
boasts a competent and dutiful guitar section amd a horn section that
comprises a forceful and wacky trioc whose choreographed moves are
outrageously twee. :

Their front man {with the pony-tafl) 1s so cock sure of himself, And why
not? - he owns a powerful booming voice that s soulful and gruff and just
made for he blues. And as he booms out those classic blues songs he struts
gleefully around the stage Flailing recklessly amongst the neatly
synchronised truwpeteers.

The darling of the outfit 1s small - in fact, she’s tiny. 5She wmay only
stand a 1ittle over four and a half feet tall, yvet she has an amaringly big
and confident wolce. Furthermore, whilst awaiting the oppertunity to
deliver her formidible fortissismo she accompanies admirably on tambourine,
wiggles and shakes. The coolest of the bunch.
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Altogether, a very promising cutfit. And when it did all come together that
night, the BBBBs blasted out a hot gritty, energetic blues misic and quickly
generated a hot and exited atmosphere. Their large and passiomate following
grateful 1y expressed their apprecfation in a riot of bobbing and jigging and
the whole place just erupted (1n the nicest possible sense).

For the resord, they played such time honoured blues and BB tunes as "Hey
Bartender®, “Messin” with the K{d", "Shotgun Blues"™ and "Soul Man". e were
even treated to a really long-winded and totally {1ncomprehensible Blues
Brother sivle rap - just like the real thing. Unfortuantliy, the BBBBs own
material fell a bit short of those classics that they covered but by then
everyone was too far gone to notice.

A cautionary note for the elderly blues fan - the time they have 1mdeed
a-changed. A small ¥not of angelic lager™n lime crazed {nfants chose to
indulge themselves in a curious psychotic maul - that devotees of the UK
Subs or the Dead Kennedys might prefer 1o call "slam dancing™. 1In fact,
such was the furu of this rablid jig that diring one chorus of a warvel lously
rousing version of "Rawhide" this reporter was effortlessly seperated from
his glass and his contents.

Anyway, those pegple who like theilr rivvem n blues fast and furfous, amd who
1ike to feel as if they ve been o a concert, should treat themselves. This
lot are saturating the London Pub circuit at the soment and deserve to be
seen, Bark glasses are optional.

Bonfire and ZF Top, Dramsen, Norway 18th Septesber 1986
by Malc Swith

I"ve seen some Goddamnawful bands in my 11fe, some have been so bad that
they ve been brilliant and some have been so bad I've cringed fin
embarrassment for them. Bonfire were so bad that I felt guilty Just
watching them. For the record, they re a German five piece who don t know
ong end of their instruments from anpther. The only enjoyment I managed to
get out of this lot was poking fun at the guitarist who looked as thick as
pig-shit especially during his “solos” when he d stand all posey-11ke with
his mouth open agape. Im other words, 1f you ever get a chance to see this
band - don"t. Ever.
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50 onto 7 Top, perhaps one of the natural contenders for the Crown after
Quo abdicated a number of years ago. A year or so ago, it Tooked like Slade
were to cormer the “booglie” market, but they disappeared one cold wintry
night (anyone remewmber the classic Reading Festival of "807), and after the
utterly btrilllant “Elimfnator”™ album, and their successful follow-up,
Afterburpner”, it tooked 11ke 2Z Top were heading for the Throme.

But after this performance, I doubt it very much indeed. To put it bluntly,
IZ Top were dull, boring and utherly predictable. To be perfectly honest, I
would never have thought that I'd ever write these words, but I've got to
say that ZZ Top live, they aren t.

Mind you, the show wasn™t without it™s good bits; the conl King Tut mask
with shades (which, unfortunatly disappeared after two mumbers) and the
furry guitars, but apart from one or two numbers; the excellent "Waiting for
the Bus™ and my favorite of thefrs, “Jesus Just left Chicago™ the rest was
pretty dire.

Perhaps ["ve been toh too many concerts, and 50 I "ve come to hate the concept
of backing tapes being played, which was possibly why this concert was
spoilt for me. The show didn't get anywhere, Just a oguitar and a bass
plodding along being kept together by scme brilliant druswing and some
amazing tapes somewhere. What 7Z lacked was depth; they need either a
secornd guitarist to hold the rythmn together [e.g. Quo, Slade, AC/DC, you
name “em...} or some keyboards W throw some harmonies 1n now and againm.

I"ve always appreciated their albums, and always will do {unti]l they start
doing “Margurita Time~) because studio time always allows for multi—tracking
and the 1ike. Try 1istening to either of the Jast two albums and count how
many “different” guitars you can hear on any of their numbers. Wonderful
thing, science, ain"t t?

Yes, they played an engore, “Yelcro Fly”, but by this time 1 was more
interested in discovering the Coke and pelser stand.

But, at least they were better than Bonfire. Anyone is, 1 even bet wmy
mother could do better; better than both bands.

At least, next week Quo’s here fn 0Oslo, and 1717 be good to see the old
masters back on the boards.
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This has got to be the longest I "ve ever taken over & magazine in my 1 fe,
This issue was supposed to be out in June, remember?, but now we're in
October. I had hoped to get this done a few weeks age, but because of a
million and one things that were on my plate and on wind, I just couldn™t
find the time 1t do the magazine. .

As you all know, I"ve just msoved house from one part of 0Oslo t© another.
This pile, as I"'ve explained earlier, 1s my first ever bash at home
ownership and I"ve found it a totally different kettle of fish from renting
4 bedsit which 1"ve done with the rest of my 1ife since Teaving the family
nest eight years ago. Anyway, there was so much work to do with the place
{why we couldn™t buy a place with white walls, if we wanted white walls in
first place, I"11 never know}, which to be perfectly frank, May-Britt ended
up dof the most of the creative efforts. As 1 speak (type?) now the place
s nearly done; aty that 1is really resaining of Stage 1 of Drammtic
Upheavals 1is that we've got to build a pile of wardrobes. That we hope to
do this weekend sometime.

Then 1t711 be alT done, wntil “we” (meaning “she with the ideas”™) decide
that about half a dozen of the rooms gets repapered as Phase 11 of Making
This Place Really Chactic. Anyway, we ve oot our first guest coming over in
a couple of weeks In my o01d chum, John Dodds, whom I"'ve known since VIth
form in Darlington and who Joined the Hobby just a few wmonths before me, wWho
is popping aver for a few days to see if there really 1is any truth in the
rumour that the beer here costs fl- a pint. He 11 be in for one hell of a
suprise when he finds out that 1t is. _

So why wasn t Bohemian Rhapsody produced in the TJTast number of wonths?
Well, before this place was spotted and purchased, it seemed that 2 lot of
my time was spent brying to find a place to Tiwe. And when we did finally
get thic place there was ail the hassle of moving in and re-decorating which
we took At a rather casual pace. Because of all this goings-on I really
couldn™t {1f you see what | mean) go off and go the magazine as it "wouldn't
be right™. Sounds daft, but perhaps I am. HNo, I'm ot mking excuses, I'm
just trying to say that in the last few months other things have cropped up
with higher priorfties, that™s all. But now that the house is done, I"711 be
free to spend my evenings either in front of the tele or doing the magazine.
After all at beer at four quid a throw, I can hardly go ocut every night, can
I?
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Oh yves, ["ve had & number of letters from falk anting to see Norway, amd
Chiz asks 1f he could bring his car over in Easter. Wetl, wnless your tyres
have studs on thew, the answer 1is no. The roads at Easter will still be
covered in ice {last year the ice on my road was over one foot thick}, it™s
mre or less clear on the main roads, but still wvery slippery and very
dangerous. But on the side roads it"s murder without the proper tyres. |1
can recall trying to get up a stfght bank 1in my Land Rover {which aren’t
exactly failr weather cars 1{ke Metros) and the only way that I could get up
anything more than a one in thirty bank was in 4 wheel drive and then I
coutd hardly desribe my sotion as controlled as I slid about from side to
s{de. In other words, If anyone comes to Norway bebween November arnd Easter
come without your car, because you won t g howe with it again,

This winter my Land Rover wit) be staying in the garage as 1 can"t afford
filye new tyres (with studs). Because the Land Rover tyre has a decent
amcunt of rubber (not 1ike your oy cars Ylke Golfs and things) they tend tn
cost more. I we just been quoted for five studded tyres £600, which doesn™t
include the wheel or fitting. Perhaps for next year, or the year after.

Having said that, my Passion Wagon, as it’s affectiomatly <called (by me),
has one or two teething problems. Ome of them s an awkward gearbox, which
resists al} efforts to engage gear. §'w hoping that it"s going to be an
easy problem %o solve, 1.2. I hope that 1t”s Just the selector forks needing
tightning lsonething 1 can & from the inside of the cab eas{ly empugh}, if
not then 1t means I've got to remove the grarbox. And that, in -a Land
Rover, 15 no Sunday aftsrnoon job. Looking at the tnstructions in sy manual
for removing the gearbox it says gquite calmly for the first step:

"Remove the front seat base and the floor".

Yes, you“ve guessed it: the gearbox 15 so bloody huge it”s gt to come out
through the cabin floor and out of the driver’s door. 1"ve been given a
quote for the labour charge Jjust for taking the thing in and out and if
{meaning “ro, I won't”) I let the local Land Rover garage do ft, 1 wouldn™ £
expect much change out of #1500 for it. Amd that's Just for the labour
charge, let alone the spare parts. And of course, it"s the wrong time of
year to start mucking about with four foot gearboxes as it’s 1lable to snow
any week now mon-stop until mid-May. So, it's going to have to wait unti)
them. 5o, Dad, when you come next year, don”t forget o pack your boiler
suit, vou re going to meed it.
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I suppose this s a good time t0 plug a few things here and there. In the
wmiddle of this comic is a flier for EuroCon 86, which is t0 be held in the
Hague this year. I7ve now decided that I"'m going, mainly to compete in the
Diplomacy tournament and to get some wore Dragon Pass orders from both the -
players {(the things [ do t© get my games running on time). 1 ve been told
that the guest of honour will be Alan Parr, whose magazine, Hopscelch, 1
used to trade with once upon a time. [711 probably get 10 The Hague on
fridt{eaftemnon amd have w leave sunday evening, and I hope to see some of
you re.

One fine wmagazine has just tanded on my mmt from Dick Martin, who 1 met at
both of my MaryCon jaunts fn "85 and "86. Dick’s wonderous effort is House
of Lards which is a seriocus discussion magazine for, and about, the American -
Hobby. Reading the last fssue {number 7, which 1Mook a mere two years to
produce, making this 1ssue of BR look sll‘.'eli.'r in comparison) 1 was amaZed at
the sheer intensity of the -American Hobby. But, on the other hand, after
being involved with "em for may years, I ought o know better by now.
Anyway, i1t's a fine read, and I reckon that it would complement your reading.
of Diplommacy World quite ncely. Why mot write to Dick Martin (address on
the back page) for a copy, amd I know he’s locking for some interesting
European and UK trades. :

= N K S <l

Despite this {ssue”s thickness, I kbaven 't gt in half of the things that 1 -

wanted. S0 Ken Lussey s series has been held over along with a supsrd -
article from Johann Berg as well as Louise Weale's excellent short story. |1

hope to have these as well as six months of letters in the next issue.which, -

touch wood, ought to be out soon. Unfortunat'ly, Martin Le Fevre won't be
printing any more BDobemian Rhapsodys Pecause he”s flogged his printer %0 I"m
having to¢ 9o commercial 1n O0slo. Perhaps then I"I'l have the Diplomacy
adjudications actually in the magazine. We 11 see. -

So to wrap this up, I17d like to thank everyone I met in America; Woody,
Fred, ¥athy. John and Frank for the hospitality, Xen for the floor, Larr'_',r
for the laughs. Thanks also o Martin for printing Bokeswian :
well in the past [didn"t he do well), but mast of all, 174 like w dedicate
this idssue, and 211 the others to come, o Ha,y-Brit.t for the encouragement
she”s given me in producing this issue. If 1t wasn"t for her, you would
still be waiting amother three months for it. MNHot to mention, I711 still be
struggling with the paint brush arcund the flat. Takk fer alt.

That s it for all, it™s time % do the back page now and see whose credit is
getting low and who s moved where. Until the next time, take c .
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HARTLAND Trefoil MAY 1986

No@

The absence of a good general content games magazine is something you probably
miss as wmuch as we do. Informed, and above all impartial, news, views and
discussion has been sadly lacking in this country in receant years. This is
in strong contrast to the position in the US. and Germany where there is a
buoyant games hobby with excellent publications.

We have consequently decided to circulate a News Sheet to those on our wailing
list. By starting in a small way we hope, firstly, to be able to keep going
in the face of other pressing demands on time and, secondly, that any changes
from now on will be for the better !

What happens next will depend very much on the response we receive, It would
be nice to think that it might grow into a good, regular, publication covering
not only games but also related topics of interest to games™ players but this
sort of activity requires a huge amount of effort and expense and a company
that is already in the games business is not in the best position to take a
strictly impartial view of the hobby., Therefore we have decided, for the
present at least, to limit our efforts to an expansion of previous mailings on
new Hartland Games to include some inside information, advance news, and

 ‘gje would lfke to include readers” letters sdwbj~flesse, write to
us. ’

Although publication dates are likely to be a bit variable, being timed to co—
incide with new releases whenever possible, we hope to get out another three
issues of this News Sheet in the next year or so. If you order either of the
items (1830 or “Shocks and Scares”) mentioned here you will receive these
three issues free. Otherwise, please send us 3 size 220 x 110 stamped and
addressed envelopes if you wish to receive the next three issues.

HAVE YOU BEEN MISSING SOMETHING ? 1

Those. of you who eagerly await each new Hartland game may have actually over-
looked one which is readilly available ! This is “Shocks and Scares”
manufactured by H.PLGibson and Sons. Unfortunately, the Hartland credit is
in very small print end this, with some rather ordinary packaging, may well
have detracted from itr sales among the cognescanti.

This is a family game with no pretensions of being a large scale epic. What
it does have is a very simple operating system which, while certainly not
being a model of the Stock Market, is a highly effective mechanism for gen—
erating a shifting pattern of relative confidence and panic of the sort which
{8 not unknown in more sober circles, Players speculate in four different
company shares, the names of which reflect the fairly light—hearted nature of
the game, and they also have opportunities for influencing share prices both
upwards and downwards. Whether or not they are able to act on a given



situation depends on their position on the board and this is where luck is
chiefly {nvolved.

A discerning player scon finds that the element of luck is nothing like as
dominant as it first appears, While it is certainly possible to take risks
this is not usually the way the game is won. It is also possible to be over
cautious but the best policy is to combine a certain speculative flair with a
constant appreclation of the current situation.

The game situation has to be analysed in three ways; players” investments,
relative share prices and the position of the playing pleces on the board.
All this information can be scanned at a glance but some positions which are
loaded with potential drama may look very similar to others which are totally
innocent. For instance, it is obvious that a share which has reached the
maximamn valve allowed should be sold as soon as possible because it can only
move dovmwards. However situations can arise when only one type of share
can increase in price or when an apparently popular share is extremely
vulnerable to predatory actions by any of the plavers. There is nothing worse
than being forced to raise the price of a share which will be of greater
benefit to your biggest rival or having to de-value a holding in which you
have just invested ! It is easy to blame luck for such disasters but a

little fore-thought might have avoided your being put in this position in the
first case,

The number of shops which stock Gibson Games is, of course, enormous and you
should be able to find “Shocks and Scares” in most of them.  Hartland are
also able to supply you direct if you wish, for 8.50 including postage, which

may give you a s1ight saving over high street sources, . _ PR

BAVE YOO BEEN MISSING SOMETHING ? 2

“KINGDOMS™, which is what everyone calls Hartland’s “Game of Ancient Kingdowms”
has had a2 riotous history involving burglary, broken promises, extortion and
liquidations that could almost have made.a game in itself., If it had been
our first game, instead of our second, this saga might well have been fatal
for Hartland., As it turned out it was fatal for “Kingdows™ -~ or so it seemed
= and this has been much regreted by those who would dearly like to own one of
Hartland”s ingemious, all plastic, boardless, abstract games in its distinct-—
ive (and unstackable) triangular box.

We hope to have some more news on this next time but the indications are that
a new version of “Kingdoms™ for two players should be available later this
year in two alternative styles, Consequently, by combining the two sets, you
will also be able to accommodate three or four players, There is no need to
take advance action on this now but if you would like a new copy of the
original five player version, complete with unstackable box, we are taking
advance orders subject tc confirmation when we can quote 2 firm price - which
will probsbly be in the region of 18,00, For this version we would advise
you to get a foot in the queue because numbers are extremely limited as we
have very few Trojan Warriors {see burglary, liquidation, etc) left,

HARTLAND Trefoil Ltd. 5 Chapel Lane, Blisworth, Northampton NN7 3BU, England



MIDCON 1986

This year's National Diplomacy Championship (1986) will held yet again
at MidCon in Birmingham over the weekend of the 7th (Friady) over to
the 9th (Sunday) of November, 1986. The venue will be the excellent
Royal Angus Hotel, Birmingham.

The Royal Angus is situated on the north side of the City Centre (about
20 minute walk to the station) and is right on the Birmingham Ring Road
system. More details of the location and the weekend's agenda will be

sent to those who register for the convention (see below for details on
registration).

The cost of staying at the Royal Angus has been greatly reduced for
this weekend. A single room will cost twenty-one pounds and
ninety-five pence, per night, and a double (i.e. twin) will cost
seventeen pounds and fifty pence, per person per night. These rates
normally apply for the friday and saturday nights, but may also include
the sunday night as last year. If you're interested in staying over
until the monday morning I would suggest that you mentioned this to
Brian Williams when you send in this form. .

The cost of registering is five pounds until the end of July, thenafter
costing six pounds. This fee covers the cost of administration, the

MidCon néwslefters (which will give full informetion of e weéekend's— -

agenda as it is decided between now and HNovember) and the results
sheet, Angus, that is sent to everyone containing the final results of
the weekend.

: 7
Send this coupon to Brian Williams, 30 ﬂ&dding lane, Millfields Estate,
West Bromwich, West Midlands B71 2HA.

Name

Address

I enclose a cheque/postal order made payable to

*National Diplomacy Tournament®' for

S1gnied BR=2/4Y






DUCOSIM =

10th Anniversary !!

For the second time in its 10 year hastory, DUCOSIM (Dutch Conflict
Simuiation Association) will organize an international games
convention: this time to be held in The Hague, from November 21 to 23.

The fivrst Eurocon was an enormous success, but having learnt from
experience, we promise that Eurocon B4 will be even bigger and better.

Events:
An international Diplomacy %ournament
Boavdgame tournaments with prize money
Dungeons & Dragons and octher Role-Playing games
Interesting Guasts of Honour
- Auction of second hand gamec (bring your own redundant games)
And much more of course...

The site of the convention will be the hall AMICITIA in the center of
The Hague: withr lota of hotels withi

~d-ekance—-Bring—-along
your wife/givrlfriend/husband/boyfriend/pet alien. they will enjoy the

toun with all of its places of interest:, if they aren’t into gaming
themselves,

Participation fee: HFL 13. 50 when registered bafore 30 september 1985,
HFL 18. 30 at the door. Members of DUCOSIM get a HFL 3. 30 discount.

We will publish a second announcement around september of this year and
probably a final one 1 month before the svent. If you want to be kept
informed, send us the slip below.

A ame ww e W mR EE EE S S EE ER R R AR S M B Sl ik i EE GE am ae e Es Ee me we v ww

YES:, I WANT TO TAKE PART IN THIS INTERNATIONAL EVENT.
( ) RECISTER ME AS A MEMBER OF THE CONVENTION.
¢ ) I JUST WANT TO BE KEPT INFORMED OF THE PROCEEDINGS.

NAME

ADRESS

CITY

(+ postcode)

COUNTRY

S8END THE COMPLETED FORM TO: DUCDSIM
URANUSSTR &8
NL-3331 8V IWYNDRECHT

THE NETHERLANDS

e ——






THE POSTAL GAMESPLAYERS YEARBOOK 1987

The Yearbook will be available from Steve Doubleday, 147 Howlards,
Welwyn Garden City, Herts AL7 4RL. This is where you return this form.
The price of the 1987 Yearbook is likely to be One Pound, you can send
this money with the form; it will be sent to you on publiecation.

Your entry is free.

The purposes of the 1987 Yearbook are as follows:
1) To act as a 'contact' list for those wishing to play face~to-face.
2} To be a source of names and addresses
a) for those co-ordinating Hobby services
b) for those who wish te contact individuals

If you're not interested in playing face-to-face don't complete that
section. Even if you can only give your name and address, this will
5till be wuseful information. If your circumstances change, then your
entry can amended up until the deadline: 318t Jamuary 1987.

Surname : Forename:
Address:
Postcode:
Phones: CoA : e
o PRGN vorks (YT T A e

- indicate if this 1is for
emergencies only.

Date of Birth: Age in years at 31/1/87:

I am prepared to play the .
following face-to-face: -

I am prepared to travel to
the following areas/towns:

I am prepared to give lifts to Cons: YES/NO *

If YES to the last question - PETROL SHARING/FREE ! CAR/MOTOR-CYCLE !
* Delete as appropriate.

Notes:

1. Your work ‘phone rumber (if registered as Emergency) will be held by
Steve Doubleday amrd will not be printed in the Yearbook. If anyone's
number is required then please contact Steve Doubleday.

2. If possible, please refer to the 1976 Yearbook for a 1list of
abbreviations for board games. It is acceptable to specify a type of
game such as 'all wargames' or 'some boardgames'.

Steve Doubleday, 147 Howlands, Welwyn Garden City, Herts AL7 4RL.
Telephones - Home: (0707)-371682  Work: (0707)-336251. BR3/4






