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Brobdingnag #61 ' - 19654V  (F'105) 17 May 1987
Geme 1966AV ' Fall 1905

DAS REICH WIRD GROSBER
COTFUSED FOUR WAY STRUGGLE IX BALKAYS

The movess

GEREANY (Shagrin)s Army Moscow support army Warsaw to Ukraine. Army

. : © Warsaw to Ukraine., Army Galiciz fo0 Vienna. Army liar-
seillea supvort army Hrol to Piedmont, Army Tyrol toc Pledmont, Army
Bohemia supnort army Galicia to Vienna. Army Silesia to Galicla. Army

Burgundy supnert army ilarseilles, Ileet Holland stand,

EYGLATD (Wells): Fleet Sweden to Forway. Fleet Barents Sea to Ilorweglan
Sea, Army St, Petersburg stands. Fleet Zdinburgh stands,

Fleet Irish Sea to Ilid=Atlantic Ocesns Fleet IEnglish Channel stands.

Tleet orth Atlantic stands, IFleet Spain (south coast) to Western iled-
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RU3SIA (Zelazny): Fleet Aegeen to Ionian Sea. Fleget Dlazck Sea to_Sevastow

pol._Army Armepia to_Sevzstopol. Azmy Ukralne To
Geliciz. Army Rumenig supvorf army Ukrzine to Galicia. Arxmy Zulgarie
to_serbiz._Army Budapegt_sipDort ermy Bulgzriz_to BeTbiz.

ITALY (Francis): Army_ Trieste_to Serbia. Army_Venice to_Trieste.
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& L18e ATIY ATy
Tuscany o _Piedmont. rieet Gulf of Iyon To_Spain_(South
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Underlined moves ¢do not succeed. The Russisn arey in the Ukraine is

d slodged, end is sunihilzted as both Galiciz and Sevastonol are closed
to retreats having been stood off.on the move, The Austrian army in Vienwm
ig dislodged andé hes only Tyrolis open for reiremat. 48 a result of these
moves the belligerent vowers control the supply centres listed belows

CATLATY : 3 home, Dermark, Sweden, Belgium, Holland, Paris, larseilles,
h Werssaw, loscow, and Viennz, (12). lay build three,

WCL D 3 home, Norway, St. Petershurg, Brest, Portugzl, Spain. (8).
) IHust remove one., = . L _

RUSBIA: Sevastopol, 3”Tufkish, Pulgsris, Rumanis, Budapeste. (7). Hby
. “bulld one, , .

ITALYs 3 howme, Tunis, Trieéte, Greece. (6)a ﬁgy'ﬁuild one.
AUBTRIAs Serbiae (1). Lust remove one.

Deadline for adjustment orders is Wednesdey, 31 lLiay 1967. Players are
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reminded that adjustuent orders msy be published ahead of deadline if
all prders are received. This game is now running only four days behind
the other game., It would ¥ a greal convenience to theegditor il it could
. be brought into synchronism with it,

3 PRDSD ?J_JL..ASLD ) ST o -

Brest, 50 EOV' (DPG) Prlnce Vlad -and .one. of his close frlends, Count

. Dracula, have fallen out. There is "bad blood" batween them dug to the
Princets hebit of impaling s goodly minoriity of the subject peoples he
liberates. The count objected, first om grounds of waste, "all that
lovely blcod", and because some of his compatriots were subjected to
this form of punishment, which, o0ddly enough, is reputed to be final

for vemmires as well as humeans, "The next thing thet Dumkopf Vliad will
do is to make arrangements with that American cowboy, the Loan Arramger,
to use g lver bullets,” the Count is quoted z2s sayving. Rumor has it that
Tuci Bordscha Vliad is ztitempiting to natch up the quarrel., "I know

Daddy .is too fond of silver to let In wske bullets out of itl."

A COCZ QLCTIOB

‘As indicated in thé lest issue, John Smytne hasg recently won the Wild
'n Wooly gewe 1965K1l. The Boawdmen number for that geme was erroneously
renorted. The true designeation of the gane 18 1965H. The sawue error
avpears in & cerbén copy letier which I sent to some gamesmasters shout
two weeks ago. In Ffact, the error crept inm to DRCB as 2 result of wy
quoting that letter .instead of looklng up the dethilﬂ afresh. )

’”Thc true Zame 19465} is still geling utrong in ADAG 4 heving bsen

taken over from Costagucna. I am belng trounced .in it which dcy eccount
for my 1lsu1ng it here by mistske Tor 19651-

ﬁr;usterk, (John >ocrdman, 502 1oth Ste, Prooklyn, 1 Y., .11218) has
Just enuounced that it will bugin “two new gemes. Fee $3,50. This is,
I, believe, the first opwortunity there has been to enter 1 Graustark
in about =2 year; an ooao:tunlcy not to be missed, T

: Other mazines with onecnings include the Following: Big Brother

(Cherles teingel, 120 Oth Ave., Clarion, renie, 15214), fee .4 but to
be relsed to »5.on June 1lst, Lonely Mountain (fhe gawe to be run by Al
Scott, 2769 Hampshlre, Clevelznd, 5Eio IZI06. Pee unknown but nrobably
i3e)e ADAG (Hal llaus, 283 Broadway, ; 159, Chuls Vista, Celif., 92010:
Cne position only is available.). hxlmqr, Christina Brannan, 20444 Telew
reph .vé., Berkeley, C: Lif., 94?05‘“?35 34¢). Diplomania et al,
’Doncld idller, 12315 Judson .7oad,. Gleﬂmount, Wheaton, h&., 20906, fee
53e)e Glockorla (Dave Lebling, 3 Tollins Court, Rockville, d., 20852
Pee, I think, .3.) GZrewhon (Capte 2. € Walker, FV3129356, TUSLOG Det.
#138, AP0, EYC, 09254, Tee 2. j Corebrel ‘ebuls (Douglas Deyerlein,
3954 S. W. Southern, Seqttle, Wash., 98l1l6, Fee 2, jo International
Enguireer, Box 14021, University 3tztion, LlHﬂGSDOllB, dWinn. s, 5b4dl4,
in¢ Derek .‘clsom, 18 Grenard Ve, Scarb0¢ough, Ontario snnounces = new

Tzine, Intry to the first game 15, for some¢ reason, restricted to Canadians,

I don't know the status of Murslis: it was looking Tor sdditionsl
nleyers but its edhbtor seems to have vznished,
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The Victory Criterion

Both BROB gameg, 19664Q and 19664V, are developing eo rapidly that it seeus

well to inddcate the victory criterion here, lest one or other of them
end before the matter has been discussed.

The rulebook states, ".As soon as one player geins a mejority
of the nieces on the board, hs is the winner." 4Ls tinere ere 34 suonly
centres on the boerd, each of thew able to maintzin & pkece in action,
it is apperent that 18 forces will =lweys be sufficient for victory.
However, although tihc possession of 18 forces 1s = sufficient condition,
it is net alweys & necessary one, Very frequently not 211 the susnhly
centres will be represented by forces in »lay. For instance, = pléyer
entitled to z bulld mey not be ahle to make it due to having his home
sunply centres occunied, either by his ovmn twcons or by hostile forcesy
or he mey Just neglect to submit 2 build order. Pieces, too, mey be
snnihilzated; 1f thet heonens on 2 3Spring move, & helf "year® wmust elanse
before tiae power involved can build up to sirength again. or these
reasons the board will frequently be found to have fewer than 34 pieces
on it, After the first yesr or two it is rare for there to be fewer thon
32, but 33 is common, and cases of 32, and even 31, do oceur sometire s,
.8 can be seen, = victory cen, in such & cese, be wonr with 17 nieces in
the hands of one pover; with fewer tham 17 if there are fewver that 32
pleces on the hoard.

It has frecguently been cbjected thiet the book's crxriterion of
victory is & bad one, that it gives rise to the »ossibility of a
fluke win. Consider the ccse of two powers, esch with 17 Torces,
battling it outs In the see~saw of battle an annihilation could casily
occurs Thic would, under the rulebook, give =zn immedizte win to the
other side, although he mey be in no position o maintain ais wmementary

advantege, The induced effect is, in closely equal vositions, to make

the »lay of both sicdes overly cautious, Since neither can ziford to

risk the slightest loss, both will resort to a lins of wlzy vhere EVerye
thing sunvorts everything else. Welther can lose 2 force nov in order

to obtzin a2 beitler gtraztegic womition for next yearts nlay. All

strategy 1s stultified and the »lzyers are virtuslly coupelled to

accept & drevw. Torbidden to bvesk a2 single egg, they wmust give up 21l
thought of meking an omelet.

Ihe first to face this @ifficulty =zud to sttewpt to overcome it
vas Draniane In the first issuc of his Wild !'n Wooly house rules he
lgid it dovm that victory there could only be won by the possession of
18 supply centres. The wording of his rule is bad: it sometimes zllows
en sctuel minerity Hleyer to win (see BROB #39, reply to a leiter from
Derek 'elson, for detsils) but the intention was »lain. It was to
nrevent a win arising frow a minor accident in the give and take of
battles Following Pronnan, ililler heas also declared for 18 as the
determinant of victory, =lthough in the better form of 18 forcss rather
thatt}B sun»nly centres. See Diplomanies #14-15 for his exvlanation of his
position.

iy objewtion to the 18 force criterion is ithet it does not
go fexr enough. The cese where the difference is likely to bhe off practicsl
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importance is vhere itwo major powers are only »nartizlly denloyed ansl nst
gne enother, with = sizable Lrectlon of thelL forces engaged in running
gown the remnsnts of the minor vowers. The result might be that they
vould end up with forces 17=-16 with one centre not usable for = build,
It might ezslly havven that the mower with 18 forceg could be in far

the better nosition for the ilmpending twowpower struggle, so that the
current rule would give the victory to the vrong side, If this is true
of g 17~16 split, anc 1% certzinly is, it mey sometimes be the cese with
‘en 1816 split, thet the numericelly wealer vnower is in the bhetter
position, See "The Long Geme® in RROB 4#30 for & more complete discussion
of thise. What should the victory criterion figure he? Derek elson, an
excellent snd experienced wnlsyér, has suggested 19 (BROB #39): his view
is that o power with 15 forces could never, if o»nosed by one with 19,
go on to win if »ley vere sllowed to continue. He mey be right. However,
I ¢o know of eone »nosition, ons nesrly achieved in =n acitual »nublished - -
geuiey, vwhere 2 nower with-14 forces opmosed to an sllicnce with 20, can
meke a certeln geln of & sunly centre, vhere as ihe ovwoeosition can take
nothing from him, It is true, hownver, in that perticular 3031t10n, that
he can't make any further gsins Ju .t the one.

Somevhere, nrobebly in the renge 19=20~21, there iz an ideal -
victory crifterion flgure. By that I mean that no power, thlnL that number
of forces, could ever, given reasonably commeient nley, bhe r inesd out
by the other side, Thet flgure, vnetever it is, should be the victory
cr1ter10n° 18 1s inzdequate Tor this purnose, '

I see no benefit vhatever in altering 2 clearly SXbressed rule
in the rulebook unless a real immrovement iz to be achieved, . rule of
18 forces does not insure that a fluke win dennot be made. Wherefore,
in RR0BDIIGIAG, the rulebook criterion of = me jority of the forces on
the boerd, will be used 28 long as the current rulebook is officizl,
~If 34 forces are on the board, you need 18 to ving if 33 or 32, then 17;
if, say, ol, Then 163 sndé sc on. ' '

ylv1n5 made this declaration in surjort of the rulebock, let me
stete that I don't knov vhei ths rulebook meanss a question still rewains.
if, as the result of & s»ring wove, there zre 33 forces own the board, -
of which number one »nlayver owng 17, there iz no doubt, thet »layer wins,
"Sipilerly if, efter the builds -né rewmovals, one hes 17 out of 33, he wins,
But there is z doubt zhout the F:11 move. _

Wote thet what we, in.Postal Diplomacy, czll the 721l move
ig not identicel with the ¥z2ll move &s ‘efined in thoe rulebook. The builds
and removals, customarily celled. the Wintsr move in Postel Dioslowmacy,
are an integrzal pert of the P211 move in the rulebock: So we are left
. vondering, does the rulebook statemsut, quoted at the beglLuln of this
eéitorial, mean that the forces ére counted, %o see if there is o ue Jorlity,
on the completion of = wove; or may the count be donc at aeny time? IT
the former, then there should be no win with 17 out of 23 Torces on
our ¥ell move. On the other he nd, if the count can be nmde &t any time,
gven in mid-~move, then such & win coulé occur ag & résuli of our Tell

An examvle mey meke this clearsr, Therec are 34 forces on the
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board, 17 of vhich azre ovmed by one player, On 2 Fall move he sumihiletes
an onnosing force. In & facento-fﬁce.gcne thes builds occur immedletely
and are reg““ded as part of the ¥21l wmove., Sulnose that the ovner of the
amnihleted force reteains all his aonoly centres and is entitled to
a re~build. Would these 5 seconds during which & majority existed be
egarded a2s constituting & win, or would they not? If they would, then
we should allow such z win on our Fall move, But, iIf not, then z win with
less then 18 forces, while pocsdal hle on & Soring or Winter move, iz only
poesible on & Fell move 1f = bulld, vhich would destroy the mLJorlty
position, can not be made. I em willing to be guided by lir. Cslhamer
in this metter. I hope & will indicete whether he regmsrds suchh 2 mome
entary me jority, existing for =2 wminute only, within the ¥ell move, zs
giving 2 win or not.

ind, you hopsiul winners, I will clear vy this remsining
difficulty =s regeards the victory criterion, within the next three issues.
I7 kire Celhemer writes we will gbide by his decission. If ue doesn't,
It11 rule one wey or the other, likely by flinoinz o coin.

Proably it is clear that I think the current rule is thor- .
oughly bad. But 1t is the rule that we 1m:'ve, let vs keen-it unless we are
nrepared to wmeke = genumine improvement, noit just = miner one,

Sl BLG

Conred F. von letzke, 5327 Hilltop Drive, Sen Diego, C:olif., 92114,

writes to ssg 4 that, contrzry to statements avpearing
in the Dinlom=zcy press, he does not intend to resume the publication of
Costagusns. '

Willicwm Lee Linden, Solebury School, ITew Towne; Penhnc., 1893843 I am
confused by the rulebook!s staﬁement that 1T removals
are to he wecde in ths sbhsence of oromrs, ivhe unit farthest from home
come s off first, and the fleet before the army." Does this mezu that all
fleets are to be removed before eny armies, or thst if two uuits are

en equal distence from home, ¢ fleet is rewoved first?

((+(If = fleet ané =n army ore.zn equal di stence From home, the fleet
iz removed first., But the “ulc ig a difficult one to a2pnly, =t best,
Whet is meant by "ferthest from hom“? Berthest Trom the horders of the
country concerned? If so; there is no vay of deciding wnat %o remove

if both =ossible units are loceoted inside their home country, =s is
sometimes the case. Some gemesmesters heve used the countryl!s canital
g the noint from which to.measuv65 otriers use merely the nearest hone
suﬁoly centre. Shculd the -ou 13111ty of convoy, be COﬂSl&CTuO in
covntlnt stens? If not, every ﬁngll n o oarmy onl the cecutinent ls an
infinite distence from home znd there is no besis of commarison feor
ceciding butveen two such erwies. 3imilsrly for an arumy of any other
novier viich is in Englsnd. But, i7 conveoys sre cdmitted, then & Turkish
cruy in Ste Petersburg is necrer home then is one in the Ukraine, since
it cen get to the foruler by = single convey move. & Fact viich would
surnrise a Turk. «nd so on. It seems that in the original gime, before
it was manufactured commercizlly, all the s 2ceq were numbered a.nd thers
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wes an exlensive table for deciding vwhet to remove first. "he rule uscd
in BROB iz the follovwing:

1., Sters are counted from th. nesrest home supnly centre

2¢ It is not necessary to count from the szme suonly contre;_?or
inctence, & us 31 ' army in Finlnad would be counted as coming
from St. Fetershurg, onc in .nkera zo frow Sevastovol.

3¢ In counting stens from the home sunuly centre convoys are only
considoered 1T the unit sctuslly used & convoy in arriving at its
nresent locaitlion. _

44 . If two or move units zre =nu equel number of stens Ireom & home
susHly centre, a fleet vill bz removed before &n 2TUVe

5. If there Ig s3ill ¢ tle, - unit not in 2 suly centre will
removed hefore one that is, ' '

Se IT after 2ll of this, irevs ic still & tie, the gaﬂesm95Uur will )
toss & dle, drewv ¢ cowrd frow a wsll shuffled deck, Oxr uSe soue
siwmiler wmeans of deciding the izsuc,

-

I wight, gor;LWS, £A0¢ wnedt I <don't have wueh gyvupathy for & »luyer vho
neglects to subwit his removel orders and lezves the woiter un to the
gamesm“ste It is »wroverbisrl thet Fortune fevois the brave, iLn cdjective

nerdly descrlhulve of & wleyer who, faced with 2 difficult choice,. -
refuses 1o meke 1t but leeves the maltier to the vhaim of some comesuzster.
- Jjemee ) +) )} '

ldchael R. Childers, Tuckner Hzll, Szn L.:orcos, Texes, 786862 Just as o
sideliﬁht, I noticed thot three oi the magcszines

arried titles derived from wountsins of iwnortence in the Tollkien series

It would e -pear thet & rather large wercentage of the editors andé werhans

the nlaysrs were famllar with this fentesy work, hefors it geinsd its

nresent vopulerity, I was LlS‘““Olﬂﬁc&, tnongh, to sée tnat none had

titles derived from the countric s in tlie Conan series by 2obert . Hloward,

Until the recent npublicity thet Tolkien received Howardl's Conean wws :
ertainly Dbetier kumown then ”rodo Baggins. :

((+{Does this mesn thet you ch”IAJing”claim to the title Clumeris for
yvour Divnlowm:cy journal9 Uest of luck with it. ) . _

e CTUE (lemes Turenu used nemes from Tolklen Tor o1l three -
of 1ts originglly nrenosed oublication, B‘rcd-Jur, Ortienc, au¢ Osglliath,
the latter of T\lcq aid not anear. I think thet they 1intended to use
those ne a8 as 2 vt of trade-mirk to distinguish taelr Divlomzcy mcgt21nes
from others. TQ&GV ary, Cherles Tellg! the Lonely Fountzin wes aliready
esteblished before the Grumesburesu hegal. 4 Thiak 1t ey, heve been
this fzet vhiich wersuLceo Cherles to cugrgu the nawme of his Jjournsl,
very briefly, to Liagazine.,

John johrdmcn, e founder of Postel Dinlomeey is © stucent of,
among meny otiaer things, the works of Zowsrd. So tast the neglect of his
vorks in chooging titles of Dinlomzcy 'zines is by no meesns due o
ignorance. e had a beuter iden, thet is =21l: nawely, romasnce lald in
wythical turn-of-the-century N-lken kingdows. —jamccs+)) '
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