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The Victory Criterion Rewexamined,

It is my vpresent feeling that the whole postel Dinlomacy world

has been on = wild goose chzse on the "majority" vhegory criterion
 question and that the intention of thy author of the gome was thei
victory would be achieved vhen a player had 18 pieces on the bozrd
and not before, 1y recsons for thinking so are the followings

1, Some sets, though I think not =211, have, in cddition to he

! book of rules, & short sumuarized stztement of them for the bemeflt
- of those players who find reading slx peges of the ;ulebook too
great & chore, This summery states cetegoriozally that 18 »nleces

in the possession of one plsyer is the requirement foxr vietory,

2¢ In BROBgy about two yeers ago, thinking thst {the "mejority"

statement iIn the rulebook meant vict 1t said, but being in doubt
whether this should be anplied following the I'rll weves hut hefore

he bullds, or vhether the bullds should be made firsit, before
counting to see if an sbsolute majority existed or unot, the question
wag put to ir. Celbemer and his opinlen asked, e did not renly to
the questlon. We should note that at that time = good deal of ryle
discussion-was going on in the Diplomacy press, and ir, Celhzmer
 frequently contributed to that discussion, both in this wegazine
and elsevhere, lioreover, shorily zfterward, when the Shagrin iltere
nete Doute Conmvoy question arose, lir. Calhamer, bdeing asked here
for his opimion, contributed =z rether lengthy reply, So his fzilure
to reply in the vic¥ory cese seems to Imdicate thzt the question
asked wes not the right ome, end that lir, Caolhamer didn't mesn
"meJority om the board” in the sense that we are using it =1 =1l,

We should note that st that time, aliliougzh met in the
current edition of the rulebook, there were = number of games cs
given in the following tablets

410e Pleyers Yo Bupply Centres Jajority
. on board '
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. It is nowwmy feeling that the rulebook didn't want to use
the space to glve the figures shown in the last column above, s
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the victory figure for each of the five possible grmes, and thet
by the expression "As soon as one player gains = majority of the
pieces on the board, he is the winner." what was wmeent was some thing.
like, "As soon a8 a2 player obtzins o number of pieces equal to the
majority of the suppnly centres in the geme he ig ,playing, he is
the winnere" The latter stetement is awkward and the simpler one
in the rulebook wes put in its place; unfortunately that simpler

statement did not say what was meant, znd so the whole "majority
of vieces on the boerd" contoversy arosee.

My feeling that we were wrong in our interpretation of the
book bhegan to grow from the time of ¥r. Celhemer's fallure to
reply to the question of waiting for buillds or not, i.ce., to decide
between alternatives C 2né D es glven in section 4 of last issue,
It has been confirmed more recently. Some mounths ago, ir, Calhamer
very kindly sent me one of the dittoed sets of rules which were
used before Games Resesrch took over commercial production of the
gawme, There the victory rule reads, "If sn y player gcins a
wajority of the pessible willtery units in the gemese.e" (Ly
underlining.) Heg the word "possible" been retzained in the »rinted
version of the rules, the whole controversy, with its remifications,
would have been ev~olded, and it wrould have been apﬁurent to all
thet 18 units were required for z wine

Incidentally, with the current edition of the rulebook,
all of vhose gemes, 7~man, S~maen, and S5-wman, have o board with 34
centres, the matter can ezsily be rectified by writémg "18 centres",
instead of the current wording, It would have been more diffocult
earlier with 5 different gemes, ceach with its own appropriate
figurees

In eny future gawe begun in Brdbdingnég the victory oriterion
will be 18 forces on the board. -
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Postal Strike in Conadz.

I em vriting this on Wednesday evening, July l17th. A postal strike

%s now scheduled to beginm in Canccda, tomorrow morning, the 18th,

The loczl post office, llke many smeller offioces, 7ill not be on

strike so theot vlayers conles of this issue will 1ikely heve tomorrowt!s
nostwmark, Hovever, thzst way not help much if the lsrger ocentres

gre out &s meil for distant points is, of course, chesnneled through

the larger centresa.

ilegotiations are proceeding, I th ink that there is a
vossibility of the strike Dbeoing ezalled off at’. the 11 hours If so,
vhile there mey be o day or two's delsy wending ratificstion there
should be no serious disruption. As far as the itwo Bemes renorted
in this issue are concerned, & slight cdelay 1in dellVery & ould
not he too serious, as both have = Winter wmove couing up. I would
ask the nlayers in them to try to meet the ammouneed deudllne, if
2t zll pmossibles. If it is lmpossible, lece if the strike 1s a2t all
nrolonged, I will be aware of the foct. I ave no fear, in such a
{continued on page 5, )
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Game 196640 N . - A Fall 1902
' GEREAIQwTURKISI: SQUEEZE O Fi:?.u:ﬁCE

Spring Retreatst
1‘=‘r’a:t'iégr= r.mw Burgundy to Gescouya

Fell movest . .
Englend (Birsan)z Fleet Kiduﬂtlantic Ocegn to’ Portugcl¢ Ilest
Ediaburgh to_lorih Spes. e

ColE N N

“raﬂce (Psery): Tleet Brest to_ English Chmnnela Army_ Ven;pe stgnd.
Atmy Piedmont To Marseilles. army Iome sup sort
0 g Venicq. Fleet Lyrrhenian Sea to Ionl:n Sea. Tleet Maples to

Apuline Fleet “tunis uupwort fleet Ty rrhenien Sea 4o lIonien, ~xmy
Picardy to Paris. Army gscony to Sbain. Army Belgbum & ahdy

Germeny (Ccrey)s ;nmy Demmerk to Belgium, Tleet orth Ses, convoy .

army Demmerk’ to Belgiume 4rmy .Jlolland supnort
army Dermerk to Bel gium, Army Burgundy to Plcardy. urmy,ulei .
to *ulr, Army lunich suppert army Kiel to Rulre Uleet London o
English Chenmek., Fleet llorwey to ilorwegien Sez, Fleet Helgoland -
Vight ste. nd e Army oscow sianll. 4Lxrmy Liverpool stande

“Turqu (Ollllg): Fleet Apulis to Venice. Army Tyrolis sunoort fleet
""Anulim to Venice, Army Trieste supnort fleet

T Apulie to Venlces Army Viems supnort amy fyrolia fleet Ionian

Sea to Jevles. Fleet 4lbonie to Ionish Seas 1fleet Eestern Iedie -

terreanean guprort fliet 4lbeniz to .Ionien Sez. IFleet Greece supw%rt

fleet-Albaniz to Ionien Sea. Army Sevastaﬁol st &n Budapes

gtand. Tleet Adriatic: support fleet MIHEEE A: ? d’co Eg lce, .

Underlined moves <o mot succeeds ihe Irench zrmy Vemice is dislodged
- and must retreats Piedmont and Tusceny¥ ere open to it, [he French
ary Delgium must retreat and only Burgun&y is omen.

As & result of these moves tlie belllgerent powérs control the supHly
centres ligted belou, o

In gland Edinburgh,-?nftuggg. 2 Yo chzongees

Ironces Drest lierseilles Paris, S»oin,Rome, Tunis, 6, Lust remcve
4 unité. . Lo . . '

Germenys Berlinm, Xiel, lunich, Warséw,mmoscow, Ste Petersburg,
Denmark, orway, Sweden, Belgium, H ollend, Liverpool,
. London. 13« key bulld 2, .

Turkeys: 4Ankeare, Constantinople, Suyrnea, Sevastopol, Bulgz}iéi
Greece, uumaplg, Serbla, Budapest, Trieste, Vienna, ilaples,

Continued on page 5.
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Geme 3856 TI Fell 1907
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Soring 19073 ‘here wes an error in revorting the last move, The
Turkish unit in Duweniz is ou ormy, not o fleet. the
Trench srwmy expelled from Viennz retreated to Calicias

The moves$

Englznds s oLk

(Carey)s irmy Sevestopol to srmeniz, Army loscow o Sevestow
) -~ vnol. Army Ukrelne supoort amwmy lloscow to Sevuse
topol._nrmy Livoni; to Warsawe AYmy Demmark to Livouiz, lcet

Beltie sonvoy caxmy Demmerk to Livonio, Army Hlel Stanﬂ‘ Fleet
Vorwey to Dorents Ser. Fleet Forwegicn Sea stand, 1eet orth Sec
sta?d. Tleet:gulf of Bothnis to Svedeu,

Frange (Eller)s Army Geliciz sup-ort orwy Budepest, Army_Dudavesi
sunnort ermy_fglicis, Army Venice to “gpéi_, ATy
Tuseeny sUDIOTt STMY Li0mes Tleet Tyrrhenizn_Sgo_to Lgnles, =TTy
“lome supnort fleet ‘yrrhenitn Sez to |Lﬁles. Lleeu tupig To Lonizn
Beoe ileet Western ..gdlterrcnean to Ly rrienich Sege ALY Plourdy
stend, army Lunich suport ormy Seriin, rmy Deriin supnort nrimy
runicly,
‘useie (Swenson): aruy Silesic teo DBohemlc, Army, Vienns, sun.ort sruy
Trieste to Pudevest. Army Trleste to Zudapest,

18

Mirkey (Feery)t Tlest Tlzck 3ex sunmort oIy - uneniz, Fheet LasteTd
, iediterrenezn o Ionisn Sece Llueld c&ples, support
glgeg :ﬂstern"ealte”r'nean to Ioa;gn 505e ALTAY 2;3;13_ _r;pg! Tleet

senleds Llest Zariztlc suo 0Tt fleet Znsvorn . edlterTenecn 10 LOULZl,
Lrﬂy TRum~nic supnort crmy Sevbis to uahaest.4ar) _Serbly to Judapesie

1

Underlined moves do no% succeed, e urkish Tleet Iaples is
snnihilzted being dislodged and heving no evoileble retrect, ihiere
cre no other retreatse 4z o regult of these moves the belligerent
- novers contrzl the supnly centres lisied belaow, '

Engeldnds Edinburgh, Liverpool, Londoun, orwny Sweden, Denumcrls, ‘
Holland, Kiel, St. Pstersburg, i.oscow, Worsaw, Sevostopoly
12e liay.-build L.

¥ronce: Irestyizrseilles, Peris, Nelgium, Soain, Portugal, Berling
wunich, Tunis, .a2nles, Rome, Venioe, Dudenests 13, L&Y
build 2. :

nusgig: Trieste, Viennc. 2. Must .remove 1 uult,

turley: 4nkars, Constantinople,Swyrna, “ulgerlc, Greece, Serbdie,
' burianiae. 7. Lizy build 1.

Deadline for bullds and removels 1l Thursdey 1 August, 1968, Tul see
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item on —Hostel strike, elsewhere in this issue,

Aness ilelcase

Peris. Charles le Gall, gloriocus lesder of the Trench peonle, has
snnounced to the world thot the Turkish invaders of Italy heve
been snnihilated, save & pocket of resistande in &pulig, by the
combined land snd sea forees of the ¥rench empire., He Las vowed
to pursue the "Turkish cochons" to thelr homelsnd and destroay at
longlast Iawrence Pasha's drecded wind mhchine.

563--1
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Ceme 196659 (Continued from pege 3).

Deadline for the. doubiful retreat; oud for the builds ané removels
is lst August 1958, The builds may be mede comnditienal upon the

retredty In conneetion with the dead-line th ¢ item on the Can: aiun-'

vestal strike should be ready

'.’""..
Caonedisn Postel Strike (Continued from pege 2),

cesey I will be aware of the situatien, cnd ‘the deadline will be
nostponed by zn appropriate zmount, Howee r I agein ask ployers to
use alr liall and to try to weet the cnnounsed deadlire, if pessible

ot 2ll,

(Ineidentzlly, one set of moves, for ome of the two grues yeported
on in this lassue, came in by the lzst poselble wall delivery before
the grme decdline, and azlso the last posalble well dellvexry before
the beglnning of the strike, On the other game ell mgves were in
severcl deoys previously, I- would, I thimk, have eoumitted thct :
horm™ble erime of publishing ahaad of deadliney in an efforttp oo
the moves to pleyers before the strike, excent for one unfortuncte
circumstzneeg, I had not yet received the 1:- st issue of Ershwon ond
so didn*t knov the cssdgned desdline, the vosition of pleces, or
cnything elsey It zlse stroggled in ot the 1o st possible moment,
elthough I Lad been recelvwing moves Jor its gomes for the previous
ten doyse)

The other Erehwon gomes, -nd —lso the Groustork pom.sg heave
dezdlines of = dcy oFr tuo before or ofter the first or August, ITf
the strike turns out to be - token one, cud the vrospects seem foirx
that this will be the ccse, “they vill net be affected by ite If 1%
is prolonged, then deadlines will heve to be dreseticolly revised.

Cther editors vho have Conadien Hleysre in thelr grues

should¢ note the foet of the strike ond mclte mllowences in enforeing

their cezdélines,

- W Ey s W ew e
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In makéng o comporison of the British efforts tn the two World
Wars the historien is bound to observe thut successful diplomecy..
before 1914 was the prelude to & remarksbly unimeginetive militery
lezdershlp, whereas the lack of forelgn, policy before 1939 wes
redeemed by o subsequent brillicnce in both streategy and tcoiles,
We excuse the earlier genercls in so for as-they were misled DY
the French, vwho locked any recent militery exne;lence, bt thet
was not the whole of the story. ¥For the -genergls of the two Werld
Wers ¢id not even heove the same rocicl origin. after our experience
of Scottish generals in 1914-18 we JLewvedovped TIF unconscious pre=
judice zg£cinst them. We olso seem to have reelized that the. best
way to exclude the Scots is to e2ll in the protestant Irish. Our
best genexrals of the Second World Wer were Irish clmost %o c ms 1y
with essenticliy. the same background as the Duke of Wellington.
There wes nothing in thése tcoties to preserve us from Secottish

Prime iidnisters and hrchbishops, but it saved us from the worst
in 1939«1945, -~

~ 4 Lev Unto i‘h emsel'vres

”;f;;- Lo vy Co Jorthcote Perklnbon. )
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S0, Derek, zll is explaiggd. and ﬂosrdman* ;rtlcl% in Dinlomanl
#18 seems to be wrong,

" ¥
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With 211 respect to Alexander. hll:n Breoke, &ni, omeunurc down ool ]
1list, to Lontgomery, it seeus to we th 2t one of“tae best of the -
top comonders of. \rixish forces in World Wor II.was.&n Englishmrm, ..
Wevells He was o qui€t men, and-hed the uisfortune tg gerve under

a leader vho, himself flafboyent in tord =nd deed, expected that
quLlity in others. lie didn't rezlly get his chence, I supocse
the sere could be seld of ome Scot, Auchlinleck, but it. is dLvell
thot 1 hrove lﬂeyu felt mws wistrected by evanﬁs. _ -
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Meassen the sordidness of wer. Tou cznmot nild it. Thﬁ_rcw showrs
throughe ! ’

Who? Where? When? o Diplomcey bulletin is -
cowrlete without its quiz tlese diyse 0 prizes,

Dinlomecy is & gime manmufoctured cnd sold by Cimeg fesenrch,
inc.y 46 Warehcm Ste, Dostoon, linss., 02118. It hos spawmned,

the only word, =z multitude of journals devoted to tie postol nloy
of ths goame. Among which is

Drobdingnag. Edited ecnd published by John weCellum, Rclston, Ldberta,

Can-dk, 1t sells for ten cents o copye. Coples of most back issues
cre ovallcble. :
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