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gg%ggiggggg would like to take this opportunity of wiahins its

¥

“subscrlibers, and those to whom it goes 1n exchange for their journals,
all health and success in 1969,

An Exzoy

ggg;;gg_%g%%ﬁg;,has written to point out an error in the scoount of
~the Bi game, 19674F, reported on in the lest issue, The figure
for Italy in Tinal yeer ¢f play should read 6/5 rather than 8, a&s
‘glven, I think that 8 shown was Just my mie~reading of my own socribbled

be What heppenedWas that Derek falled to make one of his moves and had

& foroe annihileted, That reduction, together with several others due
to the leaderless Austrian foroes being wiped out, resulted in Inglandts
15 constituting en sbsolute maJority, so that victory waa attained in
uld=year.

This correction produces some parallels betwsen this, The Winnerst,
geme, z2nd The Gemesmasters®! Game, in addition to those listed lest time,

7« I was the runner up in both gemes.

8, The Third Masn, whose action determined the form of the final
play in both games, turned out to be the third player at the conolusion
of each game. _

The mystery deepens, however, With Wellst remuval Koning, Helson,

and ¥ were guaranteed nothing worse than third place, 1 find it harder
than ever to understand why Darek settled foxr third plaoce under the

sircumstences,

" e e = e M

Newly Comple ted Gamens

The completion of four gsmes has been announced eince the last
issue of Broby Details follows

Game 1966F, Carried in Diploghobia; es its geme PCA, 1t was won by

Tionte 2eiazny, pleying England, s 1s lLionte's fourth win, putting
him on s par with John Smy the and Charles Wells; it elso puts his name
at the head of the Brob Rating list. Congratulations, iontel

L8 Qggégpgﬁgég does not supply a chart of the game, one is given
overle ne: Diplomenia #2 - #1l, Di lo blia #1L = #43. Gemesmaster,
Don iller. Players, Englend, John liazox . uotite 201&2%¥. Trance,

'Alan H uff, Germany, Ron Parks %05 Dave Lebling. Ita m Letimer

(with Turner as altermate on several moves)., Ausiris, Bariks iebane,

Russie, Sidney Get *03 Wayns H ochelsel, Turkey, Bob Weston '08 Cole
Harrleon,
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9% 02 03 04 05 06 Q7 08 09 10 IX 12 13
E 5 6§ 5 6 6 8 11 312 12 15 16 17 18 and wins}
F 4 5 5 4 3 2 1 3 T ¥ 1 our
G 85 5 6 6 4 2 our : :
I 5 4 6 8 9 310 10 14/13 15 13 13 13 12
A 4 4 3 2 2 1 our
R 5 6 4 2 2 2 13 1 1 0oUT
T 4 7 5 6 % 8 9 6 5 5 4 4 4

Game 1967V ended in Grausterk severasl weeks ago, Just too late to
make the last issue, It Was a fivewwsy draw, the second such te have
occurred in postal Diplomsoy, Although the —ractice of publishing
supply centre charts for completedgames originated in Graustark, the
latter has not provided charts for its recent gemes, so one is
published below,

0L 02 03 04 05 06 Q07 08 09 10 1 12

E 4 3 4 5 4 4 5 6 7 %7 7 7 Draw
F 5 6 6 s 8 8 8 9 9 9 € 9 Draw
G 8 7 8 v 6 6/5 5 3 2 2 2 2 Draw
I 4 3 3 2 2 2 OuT

A 4 5 6 6/5 6 7 8 8 8 7 8 8 Draw
R 5 5 0UT

T 5 5 7 7 8/% ) 8 8 8 9 8 8 Draw

Pines Graustark, #'s 128169, Camesmaster, John Boardmene, Plcyers,
England, Dave Lebling, Frznce, Frank llusbac® '03 Gene Prosnitz, Germany,
llehran Thomseon. Italy, Themas Griffin. austria, Hugh .ndersons Russia,
Stephen Gordon, Turkey, Sherry H eaps

196740, was played in Diplophoba as 1#s game PPC, Won by Buddy Teetlck,

vlayling Austrise It is a first win for Buddy and he deserves our
congratulations for winning with a country usually regarded es diffioult,

oL 0 03 o4 05 08

E 4 4 5 5 4 3

F 6 6 7/6  6/5 6 5

¢ 3 4 5 5 4 5

I 3 4 2 1 oUT

A B ] 8 12/11 158/14 19/17 and wins}
R 5 5 2/1 0OUT

T 5 3 5 5/4 4 2

Zines Diplophobis #'s 1l»43, CGamesmaster, Don Liller, Players.
England, Deve Lebling, France, ulhauser '04 Jim Houghton 105 Hal
Nause Germany, Haramis '05 Doug Beyerlein. Italy, Jack Chalker 03

Paul Budd '04 George Schelz, isustira Budgg Tretick, Russia, Ron
Glevio © o Turkey iilke 1iller '05 Dick Kelier.
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%ﬂe 10674G, This game, begun in Cerebrsl i'e wae transferred

bo %_&’Q, and from there to o Concluded in ADAG 35 it was won

by A ce. Congratulations, J As In the case of Buddy Tretiek,
men%ione% ;‘ﬁet above, this is s first win., 4lso as in Tretlckts case,
it was made with a difficult country, in this case Italy. There is

8 supply centre chart and all detalls in .DAG #35 where the game ended.
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a Rating Iist

The changes detalled s2bove, plus normal wear and tear, require a
revislon ofthe BEROB Ratlng List. The last oomplete wversion of it

was given in BROB 88 and a previous revision sppeared in BROB 89,
Players whose names do not appear below have  scoreswhichere identical
with that shown on the previocus listing of their names. FMfiy-ninc |
gtandard T-man postal Diplomeoy gemcs, namcly gamcs 1963B, 19644, B, D,
1965A.. B’ D’ E' F’ G’, H' I' Il' I.\’I, Q,, R’ S, T, U’ 'V, W, 1966&.' B’ D'

Ey Py Hy Iy Ky Iy My, N, Oy Ry AAy ABy 40, 4G, AL, AK, &Ly All, AQy 4U,
_A.V' BB, PC, BG, BI' K, 1967E, H, ¥V, iC, 4iF, AG, AKX, AU, 19 aro
included in the ocomplcted gamcs pert of tho Rating 1iat. That ia, in
the first column, vhich glves the result of complited gemes reduced to
a peroccnteoge besls, and the scoond colummn, which gives the compluted
game totzl score, The third colwumn Includes also pertial results from
other stendard postel games in progross,

Country list The Rest of Us
England 60,54 +74 75,0 + & +11 liehran Thomson (W)
‘Turkey 58,1 +43 74,2 +15 +18 Rod Wallkex
France 5542 +3%7 6746 + 9 +10 Douglee Begyerleln
Russisa 48,7 w 9 66,7 + 4 +14 Jeck Greene, Jr,
Germany 44,6 38 6647 + 4 = 1 Stephen Hueston
It2ly 44,4 wi 6647 + 4 « 3 Richard Bryant
‘Anstria 4045 57 6622 +10 +18 Jerry Pournelle Sw)
' 65¢8 +19 420 John LioCallum (W
Top Boaxrd 63,7 7 + 7 Banke iiebone
' 62,5 + 4 + 7 James Lunroe (V)
89,4 +38 +43 Lonte Zelazny wg 6241 +16 +23 John Smythe (wz
89:1 +20 +20 Donald Miller (W 60,4 +10 +16 James Latimer (W
" 8le2 +16 +38 Harold Iaus -%W 604 +15 +17 Dersk Nelason (W)
8.2 +10 +14 Harold Peok (W 50,8 4 5 +10 Frank Clexk
0.2 +12 +30 BEugene Prosmitz (W) 58,3 + 2 + 5 Cole Harrlson
78,6 +21 +30 Cherles Turmer (W) 58,2 + 2 + 4 Hugh Andersen
776 +23 +25 Charles Wells (W) 58¢2 + 2 + 2 Sherry Hea};
55,9 #14 + 1 Charles Reinsel (W)
- Second Board ' B4,2 + 1L + 2 Ken Portex
 TTed 14 + 7 Bud Pendergrass (W) S4e2 + X + 1 lLiaxrk Iyon
76,0 +22 +3§ Jemes Dygert (W) 54,1 + 3 +24 Davig Lebliu? (W)
5.8 +31 +38 John Xoniug (W) 51e2 + 1 413 Alan Huff (W
75,8 +16 422 Larry Peery (W) '~ 5040 0 = 3 Dave IFrancis
75,0 + & +13 Eduard Hille (W) 4645 w3 + T Edl Birsan

. 15,0 + 6 412 Buddy Tretick (W) 45,8 w 1 + 5 Robert Johnsom
1540 + 6 +1% Paul Leitoh (W 43,9 =14 «~17 Conred von ijetzke (W)




4343 wml2 »10 Dan Brannan

+ 1 linn
41,7 » 2 + 1 like iillex + 1 Thom gﬁi:::;
40,3 w 5 w13 Thomas Griffin (W) + 1 Russ Jones
3745 » 3 4+ 1 Gersld White + 1 Largess
3328 »l0 »l0 Jack Chalker + 1 Edward Lg er
25¢7 =10 w16 Sidney Get + 1 Bill Weyant
25,0 = 6 =18 Ron Glavie + 1 Bruce Wilcox
2540 = 6 =22 Stephen Gordonm + 1 ilike Willi=umson
20,9 =28 w9 Llargaret Gemignani 0 liichael Dobson

160 =14 «~34 Ron Parks - 0 Jim Houghtom
+14 Chuck Carey 2 lidlke licIntyre
+10 George Schelz 4 W=yne Hohelsel

-
L]

+ % Thomas Eller v 4 liichael Vaughan
+ § Dick Relter w 6 Dave Bischoff
+ 5 Ben Turk » & Paul Budd
+ 3 Forman Zinkhen w & J, Longyear
+ 2 H arry licnogg = 6 Charles licLenon
+ 2 Peter Rosamilils =12 Louls Galloe
+ 2 Paul Scroggle = 8 Robert lLialoney
+ 1 Larvin Garbils ~10 Bob Relter
+ 1 iliike Goldsteln S

o A B WS S MY e
Drawsa.

With & new drawn game avpearing in the listing I thought that it might
be interesting to tebulate the data of past draws. There have been,
altogether, 11l drawn gemes in Teplayer postel Diplomacy, out. of a
total of 59 such gemes played, Just under = fifth of the gomes,

Tive of the 11 were split~board ties in vhlch, of necessity, each
survivor hes 17 forces at end of play. They were,

Geme Surviking countries Elayers

19551 Germany Russia Clark Xoning
19659 England Turkey Koning Kuch
1955T Pussia Turkey Brooks liebane
195681 CGermany Turkey Haus Devidson
1066.,4A Germany Austria Iatimer  Walker

There heve been three 3wway draws, Two of them, 1965U and 19660,

had identical outcomes: Turkey in ach game had half the supply centres
on the boerd. In both games the opposition was furnished by an alliance
of Englend and Trance, From the point of view of Turkey, though not

of the western powers, such an outcome migh t slmost be regarded &s

g soliteboard ties, In the first of them Smythe was Turkey ond myself
and Reinsel were England and France, resnectively; in the other, it
was Peery, versusWalker and Turner. The other JwWey Graw wWes very
different, In that game, 1966R, the France of Berman and the Turkey

of Wagner each had 16 apply centres, Levinson's Russla being down

to Ra

There has only been one 4=way draw, game 1965V, The four survivors,
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England (Clark), Germany (Kuoh), Italy ilebane, and Turkey (Huff), being
cl osely equal to one another and being allied in & twomvs=two pottern,

There have been two Sewny draws. 19664L, in which Franoe and Austria
were eliminated, and the one mentioned in this issue, 1967V, in vh ich
Italy end Russia were eliminsted,

If we assign countries peints for drawes the wey points are assigned in
the Calheamer Peint Count Rating List, carried in Aceldams, that is,

& half point for a two~way split, = third point for a S~way draw, and

so omy we get the following rgtings for the countrtes on tho basgis of

their drawn gamest :

Turkey 31D
Germany 2,15
Englend la81

Russiea 1453
France 120
dustrie 0,70
Italy Qe4db

This does not differ merkedly from the Ratings for the countries over
all games:(for instance compare the Reting given on page 3) with the
notable exception of Germeny, which does very wmuch betier on drawn games
then 1t does over all, Inffict, Germany's first positive avpearance

on the Retlw IList was as & result of a tle, and it has been recking

up a fair number of draws ever since,

Perheps it might be mentioned also that the first wim, or fraciional
win, by a wmember of the fair sex, was Sherry Heap!s articipation in
the S=way draw 1967V, Women have had runner=up pOSItgons before,

for instance Dian Pelz in 1963B and Gail Schow in a 5-man game, But
Sherry's part In 1967V ieg the first gain to have been credited to the

distaff side in the Calhamer Point Count ﬁyatem, which counts only wins
or fractionzl wins,

As most will know, Charles Wells has revised his game Parlementea
Perlement is a separate geme, not even played on a dboard. However,
several features of it were inspired by Diplomacy. Charles anuounces
that he will be running a game under the revised rules, Those inter~
ested in playing in it should write him at 3021 Washington Blvd,
Cleveland, Ohio, 441183,

au Eaa A W Wm

Lieanwhile the inventor of our own game, allan B. Celhemer, who hes
snent most of the last year in the Deminican Zepublic, has returned
home. His address i1s now 518 Torth Spring 4ive., LaGrange, Ill., 60525,
He ‘reports that he is preparing a new game for the market, Brob wishes
him all success with his new geme but thinks that it will have to be
very good indeed to compete with Diplomssye.
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 Transfer of Editorship,

Tor s half year or more Ed Eille has been contemplating publishing

e Diplomacy Jjournal, .1He end I have had, over that peried, = falr smount
of correspondence shout the form that = Diplomeey 'zine séh ould take
end, some time =ago, I suggested that he tcoke over the publishing of

Brob when I dropped it., H e has now decided to do that, e hes just
told me - his letter arrived here Christmas Eve, Although I had planned
to publish one more lssue of Brob, it seems best to end with the old
year ~ and a nice round mumber, - and to let Ed tzke over with the
Yew Yeare Therefore, this is the last issue of Brob which I will edit:
future issues of it will be from Educrd HAlle, Box 903, Geinesville,
Floridae, 32691.

Some details c¢a2ll for further rem=rk and they are referred
to below.

Games, EG has told me, in prvious correspendence, that he thinks

ve gemes are the optimum number for e zine. However, in this letter
from him which I have just received, he speaks in terms of one or
two games, Probably he intends to expand from there at a later date,
He states that his first issue which he plans for mid-January will
indicete the ruwles and playing procedures he intends to follow with
gewmes sctually bheginning in the following lssue, He doesn!t state the
fee he plans to charge but I suppose 1t will be clese to the three
dollars which is now more~or-less standard, In any event it can do
no harm to write him 1f you are interested in entering one of his
firgt games.

Subscriptions. Each cash subscoriber to Brob should look in the
envelope which brought this issue. H e will find a statement of the
status of hls subseription. There will also be & refund of the

portion of the subscription which extends past the ocurrent issue,

#90, The refund will be in postage stamps, in cash, or by ioney

Order, a8 seems appropriste for the amount involved in each particular
cese, I sm sending Ed = copy of my meiling list and I imagine that many
of you will recelve the first issue which Ed publishes; however,

future subscriptions you will have to arrange with him,

Brob Rating List. When Ed end I first discussed the transfer of Brob,
last August=September, he apveared anxious to contine the Ireb Rating
Lists He doesn't mention this in his recent letter, However, if he has
not chenged his mind since early fall, the Drob Rating List will
continue in the 'zine, continuing on from the point reached a few
pages back,

Unfinished business, Ed told me that he would let me have space should
I feel like using 1t, There ere one or two meitters of unfinished
business continuing in Brob, -~ in particular, the von iietzke Contest
is still in progress - and 1 hope that Ed will let me trespzss on his
space sufficiently to wind them up in fortheoming issues,

Letterss Any letters on Diplomacy of general interest which I receive,
letters which seem to require wider distribution, I plan on publishing
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in ggg;ggg%, Several letters have already appeared in that journalj;

theTe mey be mome increase in.the size of Aspeldama's letier column,
‘as I no longer will have BROB avallable for letter publication.

‘Tradese Brob at present goes to every editor of = Journal of regular
Diplomacy from the oldest, Graustark, to the youngest, Verbal Chaos
Ttds, this in exchznge for Their puBiications (though I must say t
1T is s long, long time sinece some of them last avpesred in the mail
" boX). Ageldams does likewime. I will continue to send iceldauma to
other editora. However I realize that Aceldams slone 18 a rather & im
trede for some of the monster Diplomacy Z nes now appearing. If any
editor feels that it is not & sstiafactory trzde for his paper I hope
"he will wvirite so that an acceptable cesh amount ¢zn be agreed upon
~to ensure that I still receive his output, ily record of 21l standaxrd
Dipoy gemes is nearly complete and I want to keep it that way.

icknowledgments Finally I would like to express my thesnks to the

‘many vlayere who heve - written me during the three and & quarter
‘years that I have edited Brob, Fearly every comment that I have had
“about Brob has stressed the "discussions' in 1t, Well, it is the '
people who haove written me leiters who are responsible for those dise
~cussions and I would like to thenk all ¢of thems Some of their letters
“have eppeared here virtually verbetim: far more frequently their
letters have been hacked to size, and hammered inmto place, &s with

-an axe, Some have not sppeared at all, on account of space limitations,
- or beczuse some one else expressed the same thought. All of them =
including those not published = have contributed thelr share of ideas

" to the game, directly or Indirectly; and £ll of them have contributed
- to whatever success Brob has hod es "discussion'. zine, So many thanks,
once more, to zall who have written.

© It remalns only to wish Ed the best of luck with his new
venture ~ new for him, at eny rete. all the best, Ed. Readers wanting
to enter the gsmes Ed is formimg will find h is =ddress a few para=
gravhs back, R Co

- w W S S e

Sealed Sefly
Jeryy Pournelle, 12051 Leurel Terrece, Studle City, Celif.

With regard to Brob, I can!'t think too much of your
reting scheme; and thet is I guess due to what it hes done to me, I
have been reted on, I believe, five gomes. I won three of them, Yet
I find myself wey down the list, below people who hzve yet to win
et 211; below single winners; and even below pleyers whe I belleve
have left Diplomecy forever, Fow I don't think I am 21l that good;
end in fzot I suspect 8Smythe is the best of the lot; yet your
scheme does, I think, rate me (and yourself as well, come to think
of 1t) too low, 4t least thatls my opinion, based on the ounly record
I know of == my owne I still think three wins out of five gomes
played is o ressonable zverage, but meybe I do n't know the records
of mme of the other players.
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({+(There is no question that 3 wins in 6 gemes is an excellent
record whioch very few have equalled, Hote what happened here, You
were previously rated on three games, two of which you had won and in
the third you were eliminated comparatively la te in the geme, This
gave you & high enough score to put y ou close to, although not in,
the "Second Board" in the Rating List in Brob #88, Then two additional
games of yours were added In the revision appearing in Bryb 89, One
of them wag 19664, in Loneﬁx rountain, which you won, and so netted
+6 pointeg; the other wes e nners' Game, in Big Brother, where
you were the first eliminated and so scored =6, in pther words your
total score remeained precisely where it was before but now that score
wes averaged over 5 gemes instead of 3, with a considerable drop in
your percentege points as a natural result, ‘

I must say that I em not really h =ppy with the Brob RBeting
list, The ides behind it wes to reduce the arbitrary elements to =
minimme Every wmeasuring scale, whether for a2 Diplomaocy Rating List,
for temperature, or for amything else, has at least two arbitrary
elements, 1ts zero, and its scale size, The zero of the Brob Reating
List wes chosen so that the total contribution of any game was ‘
zero, the losers contributing a8 meny peints as the winners gain, Thils
has an apprecieble practical sdvantage « 1t is very essy to check if
an error has been made, Add up all the figures in the second column,
or in the third column, in any Breb Complele Listing, and it should
total zeros if 1t doesn't, en error has been made.n%ﬁote that this
requires a complete listing, not just an. amendment listing such as
gnpeers & few pages back,) Such errors have often been made in the
published version of the Liast, but the check at leest provides a
flag of warning that there ls an error, and I can correct 1t by thse
next issue; it usually turns out, in such cases, that the source of
error wae my assigning a countryt's score in =z given game to both the
initial and the final plzyer, Though such errors have been made this
check »revents them from remeining and acoumulating, The scale size
wes taken as the smallest possible that never requires fractions for
e single game, although, of course,they anpezr when we teke averages
over geames plzyeds But, beyond thils, there is no arbitrary element,
We & not have to consider the ratio that ghould exist between the
score for a win and the score for survivel ss had to be done when
the Helnsel system was et up. Or the ratie between worth of supply
centres and winner's bonus, as occcurred for most of the suvply centre
systems; nor any of the countless ratios thet exist in the Walker
sy otem. A1l such detalls handle themselvess Of any two players in
& glven game we only have to ask "Which did the better?W, "RBetter"
meaning to out~survive, or, if boih survive to the geme'!s end, %o

oulmgun 2t the end. Fo question of how much better nced be asked,
10T assessed.

H owever, thlis lack of an arbitrary elemnet was bought at
some practicesl cost, is I see it there are two objections to the
Listings

_ e The runner-up gets a score which ssems too high in comparison
with the winner's. Using ¥he rules, outlined above, the winner gets
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a score of +6, the next strongest survivor a score ¢f +4, In & geme,
1like 19644, where there were only two surviwvers, the winner with 18
‘supply centres and the other with 16, a score two thirds as large as
the winnerts may not seem unreasonable for the runnerwup; it was
abviously a close and hard-fought battle, and the c¢loseness of the
result is reflected in the closeness of the two scores, But in = game,
such as 1964B, where there wére 5 survivors in eddition to the winmner,
each with trifling force at the end of the game, +4 points for the one
of the 5 who leads the others by a hair, is ridiculous, when we conslder
that the winner with 18 forces, more than three times zs much as any
of the other survivors, only gets 45 points.

2. Those eliminated early are treated far too roughly. Who ever heard
of a hixwme race, with a field of seven, where the entry fee for the
trailing horse was the same as the purse for the winner? But this is
effectively what the sytem amounte to since the first eliminated loses
6 poimts and the winner only gains 6 poigtss In a Poker hand, vhere
7 piyers stay to the end, it would be ridloulous to expect any loses
to pay as much into the pot as the winner tskes out of it, So agin, I
feel that thls feature of the Brob Rating List does not reflect onetls
instinctive ideas of what iz equiteble, It was this feature vhich so
seriously damaged your score, of course. '

: I have been thinking lately of the possibilities of a Rating
Iist on the following lines. At the concluslon of = game every "loser!
in it, whether survivor or eliminated, to c¢ontribute one point to the
‘winners 4lso every eliminated player to contribute one point to =

pot to be divided among the survivors, winner included, The net
result would be the following tablet

o of Winnerts Survivora? Eliminated Playerst
Survivors Score Score Score

3 Te34 e 33 =2y

4 6475 =0qe25 =240

5 6.4 “0.6 -2.0

6 Gal5 =083 o0

7 640 wly0 WA

TTote that this introduces an arbltrary element absent in
the present Rreb llisting. Each non-winner, vhether survivor or
eliminated, contributes s peint to the winner; let us call it the
Winner's Penuy, Each eliminzted player contributes anothexr point
to be divided smong all the survivors; let us coll it the survivorts
Pfennig. There is no gold stemidard, or other standard, to which we
cen tie these two currencies on any a priorl bazsis. In the table
above I have mede the choice ~ a purely arbltrary one - that a penny
equals & pfennlgs But a slayer who thinks a win is all important and
that nothing else counts at 2ll in coppardson with 1t wight velue
o penny at 100 pfennige, and o player who likes & stone~-wall, never-
budgewnneinch tight finieh, might value & peuny at only hal f a
pfennig. 4ny of the infinite number of ratios beiween 1001l and
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132. eare logleally as good as one another, and the cholee must
be made arbltrarily. '

Neverthelesas, I think that the 11l cholce which I have made
gives a not bad result. The winner a2lways gets far more then & mere -
survivor. The ratio of possible gains to possidle losses is ebout 3%
to 1, about right for a T=entry race., 4 sole nonewinning survivor,
necessarily a real threat, nets a lot more than a2 survivor vwho is
merely one of g large trailing field,

I haven't worked this thing out for many plsyers. .y guess
would be that you would be in the Second Board, topped by those, e.g.
Viells, who have wore wins, end by those, e.g« illller, who have nearly
es many runs with fewer times at bat {we have had Horse Races and
Poker Hands in this diascussion, why not baseball, %t00?). An elimination

would still teke its toll but would not be quite the calamity that
an early eliminetion now is,

There are difflcultlies, es msuals Con sider the case of a
drawn game, with only two survivors, i.ee 2 spliteboard tie, If each
of the eliminated players contributes 2 points, &s above, and this is
divided among the two, they will each net & peoints, i true winnerts
gcore is, about, 7 points, That 18, a split=boerd tle is valued at
five sevenths of a wime I think we would 2ll agree that 2 tle is
worth, at most, half as much as & win., If we say, in such & case, that,
gince there 1ls no winner, therefore there sh ould be no Winner'!s Penny,
each tying pleyer will get 2% pointsyreasonable enough, Bui consider
nov the first man eliminated in such a game., He« laft the game back in
1903 butl whether he has to pay two points, if there is a win, or only
cne point, if there is a tle, is decided by the actions of other pleyers
in 1915; the cost of the game to him is something over which he has
no control whatever, direct or indirect. Obvlously the thing needs
more thought,.

There ig another way of doing this, and that is to divide
the survivor'!s Pfennig only emong the non~winnlng survivorse. The
resulting table iss

o, of Winner's Survivorst Eliminated pleyers!
survivors Score Score Score

2 +6 +4 -2

3 +6 +], -z

4 +6 "0 =2

5 +8 w(0e5 -2

7 +6 -l WA

It gives a very big score to the rumner up in the two~survivor case.
Ilowever, of necessity, this 1s the case where the runnexr-up would
nearly wine so perhaps it is not a serlous error, In this form it
is very close to the Reinsel Rating List, with the zero displaced
by one unit. The 4 survivor cese is, indeed, identical with the
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vriginel Relnsel syastem, except that all scores have been displaced
one unlt downward to preserve the zero~sum feature. This system would,
of course, be an averasging one, not & cumulative one as the Reinsel

syestem 1s, But for individual games it would give elosely equivalent
results. =Jjamoc)+))

B4l Biresn, 48-20 39th St., Iong Island City, NY, 1110443
It may interest you to note that since IMxon won it has

rained every day here in ¥ , Y, Plus we got hit with a huge storm:
The Gods are angryi

((+(wWell, I hope the rain has let up occasionally in the weeks which
heve intervened since you wrote that letter, Although I =m hot sure
but what I would prefer = little rain to the fifty below stuff we have
hed lately. It was =so cold last Seturday night, literally fifty below,
that it delayed my mailing Ageldams, I wouldnt't venture oute’

The other dsy I ran across the following passages
Karion; Y outre a good man, & patriot?

Politiolans Oh, yes,
If ever there was one,

Karions _ And, as I guess,
A farmer?

Politicians I?7 Lord save us, I'm not mad,.
Kariont = A merchant then?

Politloians Ah, sometimes I've had
To feign that trade = as an =2libi.

Kerions Youtlve some profession surely?

Politicians Ko, not I,

Karions  But how do you make a living?

Politieians Well, thert!re several
Answers to thats, I'm Supervlisor General
0f all things here, public and private tos.

Karions A great profession that, What did you do -
To quallfy for it?

Politiclians I wanied 1t

«Aristovhanest Plutus, _
Twenty-three hundred years have elapsed since Aristophanes wrote that,
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Some recent elections = yours, ours, and others « meke @ think we
haventt made much progress in twenty~three hundred yearse. I asy, Edi,

what do you think Graustark will say about our poachlng on 1ts
preserves with polItical commentary? - Jamcc)+)?

Eric Just, P. O« Box 131, Paoll, Oklasy, 73074e4:

I would like %o clear up the matter of my pleying in 1968BD
and acting as its gemesmaster too.((This refers to the final paragraph
of & reply to Cene Prosnitz appearing in the letter columnm, page 15,
of Brob #89.))

The situation is ssymmetric,I admit, but not so much so
ag it may secem, The third alternative 1n such a situation is what we
use. I employ an assistant oco~ordinetor (or merhaphs I should say
an assigtant gamesmaster) vho takes wy moves. The moves for this
game are alweys due on iondesy, so on Saturday I give my moves to omne
of the other players, usually Jeff Xey or Jim Bradley. The players
send thelr moves at the same time, usually the day before or so. This
means that some moves are late, but I do not enforce the deadline
that strongly. So it turns out that the only penzalty we have to pay
is that my aselstant and I lose the abillty to change our moves at
the last minute,

((+(Played so, provided the other players understand that thelr moves
are to be mailed lats enough so that you dont't get them before the
Saturday, 1t is o fair gzme., Though the machinery is very oumbersome
to do what can be done much more simply by a neutral gamesmastier,
What do your players say? Do they regaird the game as equlvalent to
one with a neutral gomesmaster? =~ Jjamoo)+))

Doug Beyerlein, 3934 S.W. Southern, Seattls, Wash,, 981154t

7e are holding e Diplomacy tournament at tiie Seattle
Chess Club, I expect sbout R0=30 playerss This all leads me to the
subject of postal vs. live Diplomscys Sop, I will not talk about
rating systems or rules, but about the fubure of live vs. nDostal
Dinlomaoys Looking back to the. fall of 1966 when I first joined a
postal gome I did so because in all of Sesttle we had maybe four
hardcore nlayers & g half dozen more seulminterested friendes., To
get. seven nlayers, or even six, for = game wes very difficult, I can
pasume that other Diplomeoy nlayers throug hout the UsSs anag Canada
have had and still have the same problem. E ow many players do Yyou
have in Ralston? Perhaps only in lfew York City, the Bay area, San
Diego, and Washington DeCe, can one dig up, within two or three
days notice, seven pleyers for a game. This is becoming less and
less of & problem in some areas because of tihe growing number of new
playerse To f£ill for the lack of live games many players have turned
to playing the game by mail, which has its good and bad points. The
largest plus for postal is the chance to meet and play with & far
far larger group of players than in any one city or regiens owever,
a huge mimus is the length of a vpostal geme == some lasting up to
four years, though the average is about 1l6~20 months -~ plus the faot
that everything wmust go by mail. (his produces the need for a number
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¢f rulings regerding things like retreats, bullds, etc., plus what

to do with & playerts country when nc moves ere received, This, as
you know, has lead toc a nmumber of devices to correct the problem,
from Walker'!s Neutral Player and Sealed Crders ((actually suggested
first by 01iila)) to Reinsell's Three-liisses~and~Y ou-Are-Qut Rule, to
your "HeaPgldwFore=It~He-Can~Play-It' rules ALl of these setups are

- forced on the game because of the good possibllity that a player will
lose interest in a weak country in a game that moves once a month or
8Ce A live game 1s finished in about four hours and everyone knows
when a player has left the game by his laeck ¢of presence at the game
board, dowever, I think nobody will dispute that any player would ==
~1f he had a cholce =~ »lay his postal game in person, I have met
Yelson, Peery, Naus, and the Brannans, but I have played in games
“with Prosnitz, Lebling, Walker, and countless others, and I would
enijoy weeting them all, The question I pose 1s this: Will postal
Diplomacy lose favor with the rise of local 1live Diplomacy? If
Diplomacy follows the way of chess it would svpear this would be

- true, Of course, another factor to the growth of chess tournaments

is the cesh cffered as prize money. e tried this at ocur swmer con=
vention end found that money holds more respect than a good & liance,
Unless some rating will teke this factor into consideration it appears
~cash prizes are out. o doubt you and some of your readers have
opinions on this, and you must admit it is more interesting than
orangets

((+(Oranges? Y ou are out of date., The subJect of discourse is now

blueberrles. Note how all of these items ~ beer, oranges, and ble=

berrles ~ can be consumed without the aid of a knife, Fever mention
rope in = hanged man's house, or e knife ln the pages of sTebe

If I have understood you correctly, postal Chess has been
less populer in recent years, I had not realized this and, if it is
correct, I am sorry to hear it, Ly father had a series of heert
attacks, with other allments, and had to retire from his work in his
mid=fifties, and went to live 1In a village with a population of
something over 1000, He had previously been actlive, not only in his
work but on the dlstrict sohool board, and other civic snd club
gommittees, After hls retirement he had to give up all this activity,
of course; he was no longer able even to drive. Iiad he not discovered
postal Chess at that time I think his retirsmment would have been
almost lumediately fetal to him, es the change from a very active to
e completely inactive life would have been too much of a contrast,

As it wes he did learn about postal Chess and was soon playling doZeus
ff gomes - there is no doubt that they »rovided one of the few interests
of the last half dozen years of his life,

However, a8 you imnly, postal Ch ess, at best, is a sub-
stitutes It would certainly be more interesting if one could play
8ll of those games in person, Vou then suggest that the ssme is true
of postal Diplomecy. I am not so sure that this is the case, In
Chess the postel game and the regular gsme are the same game, or
nearly. A playver with poor powers of visuallzetion may prefer tie
vostal game, a8 he can setually try out verious moves of his own and
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his opponents possible replies before making up his minde. Liost players
are able to do that sort of thing mentally withour touching a piece. So
that the two gemes, postal and over-the~board, are nearly identical
in principle, and the nostal version can only be regerded s en ersetz

game whioch one playe because there are not enough suitable opponents
locally avellable for over—-the-board playe

Diplomecy is different: the two games, nostal, or, by extension,
other types of delayed action game, and the standard game, are different
in two repseots, as pointed out in these pages in the last issue, Tirst,
they dlffer in the time available to 2 pleyer to consider hls meve.

I suppose this is true in Chess too, to some extent, though we should
note that only rarely ls the clock used in casual »lay. In Diplomacy
this time difference of the two types of game ¢zn be importants I
remember, in one of the two gomes completed in Brodb about a year ago,
getting a letter from a pleyer saying "I am all pooped out, I've spent
two hours on these moves." e was an experienced player and an active
one if not quite as active as Latimer and Birsan with their

30 simultaneous games. H ow do you give this much thought to = set

of moves when only allowed 10~15 minutes, during which you not only
have to make up your own mind but also convince your allies or
potentisl allies that they ought 4o suprort you?

But it is the other difference beltween the two types of games
which is the important oney the fact that in postal ~ or other delayed
actlion -~ game negotiation ls fully secret. And it is the delayed
action game which ls, In thks reppect, closer to the ideals So,
contrary to your view, I feel that, in this respect at least, it is
the over-the-~board Diplomzcy game which is the ersatz game, the poorer
geme, the game where we do the best we can under the circumstances,
but reallze that we are not playing the ideal game vhich we would
really like to play.

There is no doubt, of course, that many vostal gemes last far
too long, and that players can loge interesgt in the course of them,
Probably the really best type of Diplomacy geme, giving the full
secrecy of all the delayed action games, but stilll played at a brisk
rate, is a telephone game such as John Beshrre is now running in
Hew York, Or gasmes such as those formerly run by Boardman in the
Physics Devartment of Brooklyn College, which had two moves a week,
Such a game, nlayed zmong people who meet together frequently anyhow,
will only last about 10=-12 weeks and negotiation can be completely
secret = 1t should be the 1deal way to pley the game,

Anyway, lebgth of geme and boredow with it are not always
positively cox®Llated, CGame 19664, in Lonely iLountain, mentioned
last issue, lasted just about = month short of three years, l.cey it
wes a very long game as most pmod al games goe I heve had o letter
which mekesme think that my remarks lest 1ssue may have over-estiuated
the interest of the players somevwhat. Still, it is certain that, for
most of the players for most of the game, interest was high. Ve have
21l seen games where interest wened long before 3 years passed, It
is curiousy »erheps someone will analyze the factors which do make
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for high player interest.

S0, Douwg, you say that the standard over the~board gswe is
the better game and that we only play by mail in order to be zble to
meet a greater varlety of oppenents. I say th at, in some respects
at least, the postal {(or other delayed action) game is superior to
the standard over-theeboard game, and that it would still be vlayed
even 1f everyone could join a face~to~face geme whenever ke wanted,
I em certalnly blesed since I was introduced to the game in the postal
form and have much more experience of that form than of the game overw
the~board. It would be of interest to hear the opinions of other
players with wlde experience of both types of geme. lieans will be found
to publish suoch opinions, even if the Brob letter column is no longer
_ evaillable.

Doug, I think I should mention here an i{item from another
letter of yours., When Richard Shagrin recently went into the army, ke
gave Doug a large apcumulatlon of postal Diplomaocy magazines. Douglas
Beyerlein would like to sell them to interested collectors. Further
remarks on th is follow the next letter which deals with & similar
tovic. =Jjamoc)+))

.Charles Iiy Helnsel, 120 8%h Aves., Clarion, Peuna., 16214.8

‘ I have hundreds of posital Diplemacy zines Itll sell in lots
of 50 or 100 at ten cents each and I'll pey postage. Every zine is
~different but I reserve the right to decide which titles I sell
firste I want to save my favorltes till last but I will sell them
all eventually.

((+(80 collectors sh ould note that both Douglas BDeyerlein and Charles
Reinsel have accumulations of Diplomaocy zdnes for sales Doug has not
catalogued his but, since they cowme from Richard Shagrin who

~entered postal Diplomacy in the early swmexr of 1966, I would guess
that the majority of them come from that neriod, through 1957, and
“trailing off in 1968, Charles [leingel entered Diplomscy fendom about
g year earlier in the spring of 1965, He h as been very active ever
since gond, in his early dsys, had the cmbition to play in every

zine publiched; so I expect his collection 18 nearly complete in

the latter half of 1965 and exiensive, 1f not complete, thereafter,

As I understand it, Doug will look up individusl items
which & collector may need to £ill gs=ps in his collection, ifems which
he will +then sell st o price z2greed on by himself and the buyer,.
According to his leiter, Charles, on the other hand, is selling in
relatively large lots, Collectors wanting to extend their collectlions,
. or to fill gaps in them, zre urged to write Dougles Beyerlein and
' Charles elnsel, Their addresses avpear aboves =Jjamcc)+))

({(+{And there wes a lomg and very interesting letter from our founder,
Allan B, Calhamer, on a veriant game, It will have to wait for another
occasion; perhaps in Aceldampe~ Jjamec)+))
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Tew Blood

The following have wriltten, expressing au interest inm postal Diplomacys

Glen Hertz (Sgt. Glen W. Hewtz, Jr., AF 16828556), 2127 Comm Sq, Box
1733, APO San Franclisco 96328,

ouls lienyhert, 30=~53 88th St., Jeckson Helghis, 69, Tew York City,
I

David R. Lindsey, 2245 Feirmont Parkwey, Erle, Penne., 16510a

John J, Seman (Pfo John J, Seman), RA 15 734 183, Pe Be 76133,
Goodfellow A¥B, Sen Angelo, Texas, 76901,

Stuart Stinson, Acme, iichigen, 49610 |
Jeff Power, 52l Sixth Street, Treverse City, lilch., 49684
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Diplomzoy is a game invented by Allan B. Calhavmr, It is wmanufsctured
and sold by Games lesearch, Inc., 48 Wareham St., Boston, Liass.,
Q2118. The geame may be bought from them, or in many game stores, for
$7450.

Broddingneg is ome of o small army (=t last count 4Q) of magozines
devoted to the play of that gome by mail. It is edited and published
by John icCallum, Ralston, Alberta, Cenada, and sells for L0 centis a
copY¥s Copies of most back issues sre available at the same prive.

To subscribe to future issues of Drobdingneg, or to apnly for entry
to one of the games sbout to be begun in i%T, write to Ed HBlle,
Box 203, Gainesville, Floride, 32601.

Aceldams is my other nostal Diplomacy Jjournsl. Its subscription rate
Ts one dollzr for =211 issues. Unlike Brob it contesins games; unlike
PBrob 1t conteins very little else.

Ston Press

lew Tlood

lidke liellott, 29020 40th St., South, Auburm, Wash., 98002 {ner Doug
Beyerlein), : -
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Diplomacy es & career is becoming ridiculous.

~ Prime Iinister Trudezu, &s quoted in the
press this veek.
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