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The New BRUTUS BULLETIN is a newsletter of postal DIPLOMACY brought to you at random
intervals 6 to 15 times a year by John Michalski, Rt 10, Box 526-Q, Moore, OK 73165.
Subs -are available at the rate of 12/$3 or fractions thereof (like 2%x), and most
trades are welcome. There are no openings, but there have been two volunteers for

a second 10-day-deadline game, so if five more would show up, I'd break down and

begin another wild'n'wooly Special like 79E currently is. Oh, and DIPIOMACY is a game
invented by Alan Calhamer and copyrighted by the Awvalon Hill Co., as if you didnt know.

ODDS 'N' E

THIS ISSUE is coming out fairly quickly after #39 because I'm tired of licking stamps
and would like to have a short issue for a change. Also, no sooner do I get 39 in the
mail wikh Ron Kelly's letter than along comes DIPLOMACY DIGEST with the same letter
plus more evidence of "Qaklyn"s fraud. I represent his stuff here with some commentary
of my own, in addition to a letter I've sent to numerous publishers concerning this,
just in case some are so engrossed in their own activities that th ey missed this the
first time through.

DIPLOMACY WORLD has once again come out, a big surprise to me. As long as Jones is at
the helm, there shouldn't be much chance of being taken. Send him $4 if vou don't
already get this hobby prozine for a year's sub, 4 issues, at 1854 Wagner s5t, Pasadena,
Cca 91107

A NEW SUBBER took revenge on me for the weird envelope he was written to in by the
simple expedient of taping an issue envelope back shut, crossing out the old address,
and putting a new one on the back._Touche'

FRED G HYATT, 400 State Street, Brooklyn, NY 11217 has sent me a fantastic pack of
stuff that is a variant called Colonia IV. In the old days, I would have repro'ed the
whole thing as filler, and was tempted when I first saw it, but on examination, it
frightened me off. It's a map of the whole world, 10 8%xll sheets, withl25 provinces
in it. I'1ll send a copy to you if you'll write and express interest, but there's just
too much to this monster game t0 use as general filler. Fred runs a zine called Fhe
HOME OFFICE which carries this variant exclusively. Subs are 10/32.50, gamefee $1 and
he does have openings. The games have 9 players representing Austria, China, England,
France, Netherlands, Ottoman Empire, Portugal, Russia, and Spain. The game starts in
Spring, 1750, and the first year results in things likethis from his game 2 (center
names deleted): Austria: 10, build 5; China, 7, build 3; England: 10, build 5; France,
9, build 4; Netherlands 10, build 5; Ottoman 10, build 5; ...Russia, 13, build 6...
Not quite your typical "Italy, +1, builds F NAP" is it? Mention BB if you write him,
as he spent 47¢ just in postage to get that stuff here (when it should have been
either 41 or 54¢...)
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How about some notes from the oil patch? If our company is at all typical, there is a
big jump in oil company profits coming soon. Effective June 1, the changes in the law
that Carter is putting into effect through administrative changes (rather than formally
going to Congress to get a new law) will virtaally wipe out the category of "old oil"
that has heen selling at h the gov't ceiling of $5-6. It will go to "new oil" price,
about $13.50 and climbing each month. Next, all new oil from virtually any wells drilled
since 1-1-79 will come on line at the uncontrolled price which is currently $19.35. It
used to be $15.10 (the so-callled "stripper priceY due to marginal, ‘stripper' wells
being 'uncontrolled' at the price-fixed price f $15.1¢) and stayed at that price for
‘a year and-a half. Theh in January, it went to $16.10.April saw it jump up to $18.35,
and May 1 it went to $19.35. Where it will go June lst is anybody's guess. Notlice now
that as old wells peter cut and become strippers, their oil will go to this price, and
as I said, new wells will be starting at this price. So, he's burning the candle from
both ends, and the middle is wvirtually all "new" ($12.50} oil now anyhow. The first
proposals for an "excess profits tax™ are, typically, the worst of the two possible
extremes combined inte one. What we heard was thet the proppsal would be that half
of anything over $18/bbl would be taken as "excess profits tax". That doesn't hit the
outfits that are really making the big profits, the majors who are sitting on a lot of
old oil they produce at a profit at $6 a bbl. now; what good does it do to take half of
anythigg they get over $18 for it? They'll STILL make a terrific killing. On the other
hand, companies that don't have a hocard of old wells chugging along will lose the extra
margin they could count on when taking a #chance on new wells and counting on the high
price to cover some of their considerable risk. The net effect is that--would you ever
have guessed it?--the big and rich get bigger and richer, the small and marginal get
less money, just more risk. It's for those reascons that I think the final law will come
out something like that. It's stupid enough to seem great to Washington. And there WILL
be an excess profits after the next two quarters' profits are made public. Maybe the
majors can cover some of it by hiking salaries or some such to "hide" some profit. Cur
own outfit, putely out of mpatriotism, of mcourse, is limiting salaries to Carter's
7%, or just a tad over half of the Cost of Living increase for the year.

The REAL place to be in cashing in on all this isn't the oil industry, though. They,
‘after all, have to put up with federal harrassment at every turn. The place to be is
in thHe mindustri@s that SUPPLY The oil companies with pipe, eguipment, and services. They
can hike their prices without ANY ceiling, and get it, too. (The oil industry is already
going at full blast, and at these prices, any place that SMELLS like o0il is worth
drilling into and/or developing further). Demand will certainly be there, so nc one will
say "keep your stuff at that price", for someone else will pay it if you're not willing
to. A few years ago, there was a steel crunch, and pipe/major equipment you ordered at
one price would be received 4 months later with a 40% price hike takked on. Nothing you
could do, either, for if you refused it, there were 3 other outfits that would be glad

to take it on the spot. More of that ahead, I think. ' VULkgkdxsiggJﬁl
DNYMPA LIVES! \/&V“'u&l 5’: Vet

o
Just after I'd made out a big batch of stuff £& Nathan Mitchell for his GGM chore in
adopting a DNYMPA orphan I'm in, none other thatn Greg Costikyan himself called me and
said that he was winding up one I'm mainly concerned with mein his own URF DURFAL, as it
was already adjudicated with a win for me, just never printed by Doug Reif, In addition,
he is moving on placing others, 74HX and the games from some other DNYMPA fold. NEED ANY
ORPHANS? Write Greg and he may well be pleased to unload some of them. I believe his address

is 1675 York Ave, NYC 10028. My thanks to Greg for finally getting something done on these,
as DNYMPA under his predecessor was a joke.



TLEARN TO L.OVE TO DO WRLL AND YOU SHALL" not shrink from any fraud .or deceit, no matter how underhanded.......

An excerpt from Mark Berch's DIPLOMACY DIGEST #23, 492 Naylor Flace, Alexandria, VA 22304. (If you'we already

seen/read it, please see my note at the end, thanks

\

FITIELLIEIIIEE LI IL LI IIIEE 1102001011100 01011010 112100107200001011

The Zine Column #1kL

Daklyn/Tretick, .James Alan: Some serlcus charges, and a warnlng to my readers.

Once upon a time there wes a publisher of Ls Querre named Buddy Tretick. Some
of the hobby's top playars played there in ita heyday in the late 60's. But things
went sour. In my screening of old dippy zines for articles for reprinting here, I
heve never come across a GM sc intensely villified. Two things are remarkable about
there charges. First, the wide range of those making them, lcluding people (like
tioardman sand Walker),who normally ceme down on different aides of issues, and other
nighly reputed players 1ike Ver Ploeg and Arnie Vagts, and the general lack of
defenders, Second, the::fact that what he was accused of included some of the moat
ssrious things a OM could poasibly be charged with: Falsification of players' orders,
playing in his own games, placing his own pre-teen son in his games, frequent fellure
to receive & players’ orders, dropplng some games while at the same time starting
other gumes, fallures to mall iasuea of hia zine --- the 11list goes on and on. Even-
tually Buddy left the hobby.

Then &n Feb 17, 1978, publicatlon of La Guerre resumed with Vol VI, issue
1-1, It was publlshed by one “Bernis Oaklyn™, with the same sddrress as Buddy
Trethck. That lasus announced the gamestart for 1975XX, A number of similarities
batwsan the otyles of Lhe two men then lead to & lively debate as to whether the
two men ware in fact the same persmon, BHBernle explicitly and repeatedly denied thia
fect. I um not going to evan summarize the evidence; & good collection of this
evidence appsared in Dragon and the Lamb #23 (Sept 18, 1978). The most compelling
tiem comea from Bernie himaélf, who in & letter in D & L #22 daid that he "looked up
Buddy in the local telephone directory”, after having gotten his name referred to him
by Don Miller. Aa it happenes, 1 had at that time the local directory for that ares
of suburbsn Maryland; thers iz no such listing. & Call to local information re-
vesled no Jliating for him. Indeed, it was well known that Buddy has always had an
unlisted number. And there's plenty more evidence. Fred Davis had & face to face
gams at hias house in esrly February, 1978, at which time Buddy Tretlck and hies son
Jimmy attendsd. Fred got to tallking to Ted McDonald later, who had met Bernie.
The phyaical descriptiona of both men, down to their hair atyles, were the same.

Heanwhile, Oaklyn was in 19781E in John Boardman's Graustsrk. In the fine
American tradition of the bounty hunter, he asked his readers if anyone could hon-
ostly say that they had seen both Bernmie and Buddy and that they were kn fect separa-
te human baings. He got no takera, but he did get & letter from Jack Frost, who had
phomed Bernie/Buddy in Nov 1978, beggining the conversation by calling him Buddy,
and after getting 8 "Yes™ reaspones, continued the conversation refering to him as
Barnie, Bermle-Buddy never noticed this changse. Frost said dome other things which
I'11 get to later. Bosrdman then decided that ™ 'Oaklyn' is Tretick " and insisted
that *Oaklyn" either algn his orders with his true neme Tretick (as per Boardmsn's
Houae Rule 11) or include a statement thet Qaklyn is the trus name and Tretick im
the pseudonym, Thia Oaklyn refused to do, and Boardman expellsd him from the game.

A1 this is backround for the followlng letter from Ron Xelly, concerning the
aforemsntioned game "1978XX*, I have edited it scmevhat, and the comments in ((}}
Are mineg

"This rerminds me ({referring to the Boardman article)}) of a previous experience
I had with "Oaklyn™., On 19 Jan 78 1 sent him & money order for $3.50 for & sub to
hias rine, and raquestéd to be a standby for regualr games of Diploamey ((Ron induded
&8 Xerox of this latter and the Money order)).

I then raceived the 17 Fsb 78 i1ssue of his zine, in which he listed me as the
standby player for 1978IX, which had nol yet received & Boardman Number.
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T ere was nothing vnusuel about issue #2...#3, dated 5 April 78 listed Austria
as N.M.R. {{Xerox was enclddad)}. In spite of the NMR, the Austria units moved, and
it was stated that a Becky Cofman had submitted the Aus orders. However, there was
no address giv n for this "Pecky Cofman® in order to verify if such & person really
exlsted, There wes nothing in 1ssue #) which requested me to sibnit stendby orders
for Austria, and since the FO1 moves for Austris had been submitted by a third party,
I assumed that my posltion as a standby for thisigame hsd been ovelonked, and thus
did not send in any WOl orders fwr Austria, nor did I cont ¢t the GM in any wey
vhatsoever, I assumed that Austris would be played either by the originsl player or
by this"Becky Cofman ¥,.this issue 1ists Buddy Tretick as Co-editer,

When I received iasue #i of ({what had now becoms Front de Liberation du Dip-
lomacy)) F.L.D, dated May 2 1978 to my surprisse and shock, I read that 1 had submitted
WO1 orders for Awstria, as the orginal player had NMRed| ({The zilne ststes: "Moves
for Awstria were submitted by Ron Kelly®)}} This is an sbsolute and total lie; and
proves beyond anydoubt that Oaklyn-Tretick is an absolute liarand a dishaest Gi.

I have never submitted any orders to any game whataoever to Maklyn-Tretick. ({Ron then
atats that he delined to submit S02 orders because}),..f do not want to get involved
ingames run Wy a GM I knew baforehand to be dishonast. I have been burned enough in
my yearsa in the hobby by GMs who I did not discover to be dishonestand/or incompetsnt,
until after I ;had gotten Into thelr games..,

({At this point, Ron wonders if there really is & Pecky Cofman, or if this 1a
Just & front neme used by Oaklyn, and asks if anyone has heard of her before. He -
cites this as an example of one of the reasons why he frowns on the pratice of using
“phantom" or neutral orders for NMRing ordera, except when they are in the HRa. I
might add that I think that the neutrel-orders-printed-in-the-HRa i3 the single best
way of handling 1901 NMRs.))

In aplte of the fact that I chose not to participate in any games in F.L.D.,
I did want to contlunue to receive the zine, and therefore I did not request a refund
of my sub, Howver, Oaklyn-Tretick then cut off my sub, and never sent me another
copy of F.L.D., NOR DID HE REFund my sub balance.Thus, in elfsclL he stdle the balance
of my sub money... in addition to being a Liar and dishoest GM, he is also a THIEFI"

Ok, maybe you think the sbove lstter 1s Just the ususal bit of player-GH asquabbling
and not really worth sll this space. I beg to differ. Ron 1s accusing Bernie of
falsification of orders, this time of the idontity of the order submitterer. Ron
could be charged in & rating system for a game in which he never participated,

The problem here is that its really, at this level, just one person's word against
another's, Bernie could deny it all, and ¢laim that the builds were phoned, atc.

However, there ia conaiderable evidence that Bernie is screwing up here, not
Ron, and the evidence comes from Bernia. Shortly efter the above moentioned #L,
on June 10, 1978, Bernie decided to rerpint the complete record of 1978XX and also
the 501 moves in 1978YY, in Yol 1, #1 of F.L,D. I have a copy of this. It lists
Bernie as editro, with hls new address, and states that Tretlck has nathing to do with
this magazine. The moves have been retyped, Ron is again 1isted as the player of
record for Austria for the Winter builda. But thers is printed an astounding special

notlce. XIfter notlng thal The orlginal Austrian player submitted SO1 maves by phone
2nd was not heard from =zince, he states:

"Fall 1907 and Winter 1901 orders were submitted by Becky Colman who lives in
Rockville, Md. Ronald XKelly, who psid his subscription amd requested to be m stand-
by player for any of my games, feiled to respond to numerous mall Inquiries at his
last known address. Ron 1s hersby dischanged from that position,®

As you can age, Bernle ls now singing a tokally different tune. Before he sald
that Kelly submitted the bullds, now he says that not only did Coiman submit tham,
but that Kelly refused to respond to his letters. This 1s too much, For those wf
you who just Jolned the hobby, Ron 1s in something 1ike 80 games, all of them as
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standby player. He has stood by in literally hundreds of games. In addition, I have
1iterally dozena of times seenssomething like "Thanks to Ron Kelly for submitting the
regussted standby orders, but they were not needsd." published. While of course it

i1s poaaible that this game was some sort of fluke, you don;t get a reputation like
Hon has by lgnorlng requests standby. Further there was NO request in the z2lne

for Ron to submit those -..W 1301 order. Indeed, that 1sasue still listed the original
Austrian plsyer ("Farld F, El-Wailly") as having possesion of the country,

In short, Bernie's verslons are self-contradictory, and he 13 escribing behaiv-
lor to Rom which 1s totally out of character for Ron.

Let's go back now to the Frost letter mentioned earlier,

Jack Frost is ah
Originel Jtalian player in 1976XX, e saya: e e

*I have in my possesalon siveral envelopes and handwriting sam

ples from persons
reported to be "Stephen Amdrews®™ |, "Brlan Edwsards™, and others from Silver Spring,
Md. ((These are the Turkey and Russia in 1976XX)). The unusual thing about them isa
that they all have the same typewriter end scrawl used by Buddy-Bernie. When I ac-

cused Bernis-Buddy of being these persons he sald they were kida th
with their meill® d ? that e had 1o help

This prompted Ron Kelly to write:

*When I read Frosts's statements, I was rememinded of a player from Silver Spring
Md I encountered in 1978, a"Jamss Alan®, who was a fellow player in a gade in Against
‘The Odds ({1978AH)) When I firat encountered him, thers was something sbout hls let-
ters {{he enclosed a Xerox}}, his style of negotlating, writing, etc., which reminded
me of "oaklyn™ ({who was &lsc in that 197BAl geme)). However, I decided that thers
wa3s probubly ne connection, as the phone numbers were different, and dismissed it |
from nmy mind. But after resding what Frost had to say, 1 decided to try to check
thia "Alan®™ out. I decided to call there late that night, when I would hopefully
wiak up the perason answerling, and thus catch him off guard. 1 called him a 1llttle
after 11 FM, and 8 lady snawered. I could tell from her voice that shechad ((snesky
character, isn't he?)) obvhoualy been asleap, I said "Good Evenning, Ma'am, amy I
speak to Bernies?" She responded, in 4 sleepy voice, "he dosan't live here, you'll
have to ¢all him at his house, This ia where hia son James lives." I asked "You
mesny Jameas Alanl™ and she answered "Of course] but he isn;t here at the present time.
i would you like to leave a message?™ I then sald "No thank you. 1111 just call
Bernie over at his house, By the way, you are speaking of Bernie Qaklyn, is that cor-
rect?® To which she responded, "Yes, would you like the number?® I said, "No
thank you, I already have it,™ and hung up. '

{{Ron then points out that James Alan is Germany in Oaklyn's 1978XX}). This
is further evidence that Oaklyn-Tretick is engsging in improper activities as a GM,
The fact that James and Bernie have different laat names is no big mystery, when you
conaider the possibilites of Divorce{{Buddy Tretick was in fact divorced)) step-

father, atep-children, name changes, stc, There are se eral possible reascnable
explanations.

The fact that Barnie QOaklyn is James Alan's father does not prove that Oaklyn
snd fratick are the same person ((Actually, that phone call tedds to show that hils
presant name really ls Hernie Osklyn. That being the case, then Boardman may well
have acted improperly in expelling him, since his House rules do not require that
« player own up to a "pseudenym}) Dut it is one more plece of evidence to indlcate
that Oaklyn is engaging in underhanded and dishoenst and 1llegal acts he has been
accused of by various people in the hobby. ({{At thls point Ron sveculates on the
true, correct name, and then concludes:z)} I think that all games published and/or
GMed Ly Oaklyn-Tretick, even for short periods of time, should be declaired irregualar
by the Scardman Number Custodisn due to G dishonesty and interference in the games, "

Again, this 1s a very serious charge. To GM & pame in which your son is playing
shows very poor Jjudgement (you wouldn't find Lee Kendter doing that); to do so with-

—_. 0y -
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t informing the other players (especiall when the last names are different) is com-
%&etélyeﬂﬂetglcal, and woulg render the ga%e irregular. tut -‘is the charge true?
Clearly a call to James Alan was in order.

James, or Jimmy, the name he was celled to the phone by, 1s 19, and emphatically
denled that ne ls in sny way related to either Buddy Tretick or Bernie Osklyn. !l
also stated that he had seen both parsons and was absolutely certain that thay were
in fact quite different. Iread to him the part from the Kelly letter, describing
the phone call to the sleepy womenj How could this happen, I asked? Could it ba thst
a woman there wes under the misimpression that he was Bernie's son? No, he ssid,
there is only my sister and my mother, neither of whom would say sueh a thing. He
nad no explanstion a” to why Ron would say such a thing about him, and complained that
Ron never answered his letters for the games they were in. So James has directly
contradicted Ron Kelly.

I then asked who else had seen thne two of them, end could say [lor aura that the
two people wers definately different, Strangely, there were only three such paople
thet he could name, & rather small list. Two were Andrews and Edwards, who I'll pet
te in a minute. The third was Don Miller, who, James said, had golten tha two te-
gether in the first place. He wes certain that Miller had seem them both and covld
say that they were different.

And mside here on Pon Miller: In his time he was one of the most important
pubbers of all, and his total output of 2ines puts Bim in the top b of all time. He
wag very nighly respected, ther was no hint of scandal; he waa one of the true
pillars of both the regular &nd varient hobbies. He still publishes, but mostly
in the fsntasy, SciFli, snd general gaming hobby. 1 phoned him, and he denied ever
Ingroducing the two and in fact said- that ke had nevar met Uernle at sll and didn't
even recall talking to him on the phone, And he was qulte sure of this. 5o James
has directly contradicted Don Miller as well.

1 asked if James knew Stephen Andrews and Brian Edwards. Oh yes, real good
frienda, I aeem them all the time, &nd they saw Bernkd freguently. 1 asked for thelr
phone numbers, but he sald he didn't have elther ona of them. This I find yery odd:
You'rs 19 years old, you have two vary good friends, whom you're in a dlppy game
with and you don't have either of their phone numbers, even tho thay are bath local
calls. Also,the gamestart list "Steven Andrews, e/o Cooper"; similarly "Brian
Edwards, c/o Kasner® (1n both cases follewed by addresses). Were these, I psked
James, companied they worked for or what? (Having seen Frost's letter, 1 didn't
think they wersl} No, he sald, those are the names of the people they llve with,
"people they live with", I repeated. "Yes} he sakd.

I drev a blank with Kasner, but found Cooper in the phone bhook; 8 woman
answered end said that Steven Andrews wasn't-there. "Will he be homs later in the
day?" 1 enquired, I was then told thal Steven didn't live there at ail, 1 seema
he was a vary good [riend of Cooper's son, came around frequently, snd picked up
nis mail thera. I asked for Stsven's home telephone number; She game it to me:

It was the same as that of James Alan,

I forgot to mention that I asked the Copper person whaether Steven had ever
lived there; she sald no. Thus, James lied to ma when he sald that the"c/o"
was just the name of the people they llved with, And he lied to mn when he said
he didn't know Steven Andrews' phone number, when in reality 1L is the seme as
James Alan's. As both have the same phone number, Lhey must both have the same
adress.

One finnl neil in the colffin. Puddy Tretick'a son was onia en?nred in n1ﬁam?“
d Winter's Larbon , A

ther than in La Guerrs, thet s}, This wae 197214, in Fre ‘

éirmany. His address wa s given as 1732 Wendy Lane, which was Buddy TrefTekTa ET@

address, His neme?: James Alan Tratiek. Sure, James Alan danled ever henring ol

James Alan Tretick, but this is too much to be & colneidence, It all tles up.
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Ita time to wrap this up with some conclusions, I am somevhat reluctant to
comreent on the GMing of & GM under whom I have not played, snd infact have never
done so in print befors, But I'm golng do make an exception,

1. The parson known to the hobby and the world as Bernle Qaklyn is the same
person &3 was once knownss Buddy or Berpard Tretick.

2, James Alan, once Mmow aa James Alan Tretick, la his son.

3. Oaklyn is 8an unethical end dishonest GM. This 1w based on &) his treatment
of Ron Kelly b) Hila lying sbout Buddy Tretick c) His placing his own son in & geme
he was GMing with notification to the rest of the plsyers utterly lacking d) his
placing at least twg pleyers in a pame with the same address, and then obscuring
that fact by having at lesst one of them plck up his mail at enother address. 1
might add that there have been proven . charges of improper activity by Oaklyn game
88 Guest GM in a Cluw-and Fang game, in which he 1llegally tried to get Alan into phep
li. There is a aignificant chance that one or more of Jamea Alan, Steven Andrews,
and Brien Edwards are simply fronts for Qaklyn.
5. “I9?8x1: given the BN of 1978AY, i3 irregular. I1f charges of GM impropriety
are raised about other Oaklyn games, Oeklyn 1s not entitled to "the benefit of doubt”

6. Any game with both Alan and Ouklyn in it should be considered irregular,
unleas there 15 some reason for not doing so. This would include 197BAP and 197BAH,
end possibly others.

7. Oaklyn's game openings should be ignored, or maked with a special warning,
by those in the hobby who compile lists of such epenings.

8. GMs should under no circumstance placé more than one¢ of Daklyn, Alan, And-
rews, and Edwards in any one game. Caution should be observed before placing more
then one ®unknown®™ pleyer from the Silver Spring, Rockville, Oalthersburg, Wheaton,
Potomac, Betheads, or Kenaington ereas.

9. 1 would warn my readers that under no clrcumstances could Jolning &
OMed=by+0aklyn gams be consldered & prident move. Playera showld reslst strenu-
oualy having an orphaned game Lranafered to Oaklyn,

Those are my firm}y held opinions. Designation of games as irregular is done
officially by the BNC, and in e more limiled way by ratingsmastsrs. Oaklyn and Alan
will have the right of reply. But plesse, do me and yourself a favor, and don't
just repeat the same old lies, It ought to be crystal clear by now that the over-
whelming wolght of evidence means thet people Just aren’t golng to belleve them any-
mors, It ix tlme to make a [resh start with the truth, Otherwlse your general lack
of bellevability will dog you as long &s you play postal diplomacy. Think about 1t.
The jig i3 up, and ils time you both faced that fact.

440"‘1‘0‘0.00'10-00if‘9000010*900¢000000'04'"'f'.“0"'&441""0100'}01’40‘1’fff*fi""'"".”’

The preceding is slightly redundant, in that I ran
Hon Kelly's letter in toto here last issue. However,
Mark adds important evidence above, and in case, as
is likely, a lot of you didn't bother with the letter
last time, I rerun Mark's entire piece here for your
reference.

As Mark says early on, this is not just a case of
GM-player villifications. Oaklyn-Tretick is a fraud,
out to screw as many hobbyists as he can, every way
he can, and nothing is being done about it . I have
done what little I could in the way of 'passing the
word' right from Rod Walker's initial letter to
Cal White. This is now obviously inadequate. Mark's

own response above, after the additional evidence he
shows to indicate that James Alan Tretick is no minor
dupe, but rakher a full co-conspiraotor in an elaborate
fraud scheme, sirikes me as astoundingly mild! To

say that this--Tretick--(I would use an insulting
pronoun, but apparently a "tretick" is about the worst
thing a person can be) should be kicked out of the
games he's caught messing up is simply a CHALLENGE "
to this Tretick-thing to be more clever in his frauds
and sabotage. Declaring LA GUERRE/FRONT games irregular
is a clerical correction, no more, and to boot ,¥Tretick's
games don't even HAVE Boardman numbers: the "XX»,"YYw,
"Z2Z" designations are his own. Mark's warning is well
taken, but I think more is called for. I would suggest
and even urge, that any GM having Oaklyn-Edwards-Alan-
Tretick-Andrews in any game at all, kick them out
without further comment or refund and replace them

across the whole face of the hobby. Next, perhaps our .
farcial IDA or some other core of publishers or some

such could take it upon themselves to warn the constant
flaad of NEW publishers to heed Mark's warning and .
mention Tretick's black record on occasion, to in some
way minimize Tretick's effect as he dreams up new names
and arranges new mail drops farther afield. What this
person's motives are for his efforts to screw up the
hobby even now, ten full years after his own sorry record
began, can only be guessed at; however, if his motives
have driven him this long, even to raise his son as an
heir to his crimes, 1 really doubt Mark's appeal to
rationality will work any more than would an appeal

to the tide not to come in. We have Tretick's record;
what more do we need? How long can-and-will the

hobby ignore his sgbotage?,
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caucratic

lunders

The bureaucrats can't even get budget-
cutting straight. When a greenhorn bu-
reaucrat with the Bureau of Land Man-
agement called Santa Fe, N. Mex.,
headquarters and demanded to know
how many cattle guards (interruptions
in the road designed to limit cattle
movement) there are in the state-—a
nearly impossible task—the New
Mexico bureaucrat sent back the imagi-
nary figure 369,432, Two days later
came an indignant order: “*That’s en-
tirely too many cattle guards. Fire half
of them.”’ (Bomnie McClendon)

West Virginia penitentiary officials
were denied permission by the Alcohol,
Firearms and Tobacco division of the
U.S. Treasury to trade antique auto-
matic weapons—including a 1921
Thompsen submachine gun—for mod-
emn weapons. In typical bureaucratic
style, AFT claimed the state had failed
to comply several years ago with a fed-
eral law requiring registration of such
weapons. The antiques are useless for
law enforcement purposes, but would
be worth thousands of dollars to collec-
tors. {Donald C. Koslofi)

A weekend retreat for poverty lawyers
and their welfare “‘clients’’ sponsored
by the Legal Aid Services of Broward
County, Fla., this autumn cost tax-
payers $4,500. Explained area Legal
Aid director Ken Corken, *‘We need to
touch base with the community. Many
of our staff members feel out of touch
with their clients.”” The money was
spent on renting 36 rooms for a three-
day weekend at the Holiday Inn
Lakeside.

{Gergldine Lambaley)

When a Vauxhall car worker in Great
Britain was fired for sleeping on the
night shift, the industrial tribunal there
ordered him reinstated and given 903
pounds ($1,870}, apparently for the ig-
nominy and inconvenience to which
snooping management had subjected
him. (Howard J. Hanson)

The National Science Foundation is
paying Argentina $1 million to lease a
research ship—which the U.S. Navy
had just classified as ‘*surplus’ prop-
erty and leased to Argentina for free.
Nor was this an isolated case. Reports
the General Accounting Office, the in-
vestigative arm of Congress: ‘*While
the Navy was leasing ships at no cost to
foreign countries [in recent years], the
National Science Foundation was con-
structing several new ocean research
vessels.”’

Cesar Chavez’s National Farmworkers
Service Center has been awarded
$349,115 by the Community Services
Administration. (The Department of
Labor has already given Chavez
$805,000 this year) Says California
Farm Bureau Federation president Fred
Heringer, ‘“To provide nearly $350,000
for the purpose of bailing out the UFW
[United Farm Workers] credit union is
outrageous. " (Bruce M. Newlan)

The city of Huntington Beach, Calif .,
spent 60 hours of staff time and $937 to
repair the legs of 10 Ping-Pong tables;
$3,683 in labor and materials for rout-
ing, painting and mounting 13 wooden

- park signs; and 92 hours of labor and

$1,192 in materials for refinishing

benches in front of city hall, according
to a Booz, Allen and Hamilton man-

agement consultant report. (Ben Olsen)

Among research projects your federal
tax dollars are being used for:

$64,000 for a study of the mating
habits of fiddler crabs by Dr. Michael
Salmon, professor of ecology, evolu-
tion and ethology at the University of
Ilinois in Urbana.

$100,000 for a study of the emo-
tional effects of separating baby mon-
keys from their mothers by Dr. Stephen
J. Suomi, assistant professor of psy-

chology at the University of Wisconsin

in Madison.

A study of Mexican-American
youngsters in San Antonio, Tex., that
will **make careful notes each time the
[subject] child runs, sits down, crosses
his legs or stacks his blocks.’” Although
the study is supposedly designed to help
prepare IQ tests for Mexican-American
youth, the project’s director, Carrie
Gomez, told reporters she didn’t know
why Mexican-American children were
chosen for the study and laughed when
asked if Anglo children sit down or
cross their legs any differently than
other ethnic groups.

A $150,000 study of boating by the
Department of Transportation, yielding
the following invaluable data: In 1973,
4,000 kayaks were equipped with com-
passes; in 1976, 40,000 canoes were
equipped with fire extinguishers; in 1973
only 1,000 kayaks were equipped with
engines, but by 1976 the number was
up to 5,000; in 1976, 35,000 house-
boats were operated in the dark 73.9
percent of the time; 15,000 canoes and
12,000 thrillcraft were equipped with
heads in 1976,

{Harold B. Johnson; Hariey Carswell; Ryck Lydecker)
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LETTERS

BRUCE LINSEY 71  Hudson Terrace Apts, Newburgh, NY 12550

I never thought I'd find myself writing a "Dear John" letter, but here goes:
Your letter with my first issue of TNBB was quite gratifying, as was the zine itself.
As a relatively new player, I'm not sure yet whether a two-week deadline is for me,
so at present I'll refrain from signing up. Perhaps you would consider asking your
subbers if seven of them . want longer deadlines (I know, there are plenty of good
4 week zines.) )

There are two people who I wish to publicly thank for their interest in helping
a newcomer (me) into the hobby. They are Mark Berch and Ron Brown, both of whom were
willing to give me lots of advice and info over the phone. Thanx, fellas. It's guys
like you that are great for Dippy. While I'm at it, these two both publish excellent
zines; Diplomacy Digest and Murd'ring Ministers respectively. Also, thanx to Bob
Sergeant and Don Horton, who've been helpful too,..

John, I notice you are in 16,354,492 games, as well as publishing & running fast
games, How do you do it? By the way, the one thing I didn't like too much is the
abundance of politically opiniated issues debated in your zine., I'd rather see more
articles on just DIPLOMACY. Having said that, though, I still feel obligated to comment
that the U.S. is "first among equals™ and"indespensible™". I agree that without the
U.S., the free world might easily crumble, but to publicly put it in those terms is
to antagonize Canadians, Japanese, Australians, etc.--something that we ocught to
avoid, A little DIPLOMACY is in order, my friend!

As to the discussion on conditional orders, it was interesting but leaves one
wondering if the next question discussed will be, "Can I make conditionals depending
on another country's MOVES(!)"?

I think I have a solution to a lot of the problems caused by NMRs. Just charge a
ten-dollar NMR fee, and with the first NMR, take five dollars, and with the second,
you keep all ten AND the player is OUT! Don't you think that the really reliable
players, knowing that ONLY other reliables would sign up, would be attracted to this
game? I would! It would be an assurance of a good, steadfast game!

Keep on pubbing, John, you're doing fine. I hope you are at DIPCON, but if not,
we'll meet someday.

((Almost sounds like you meant to add "in the middle of Main St at high noon"...
Seriously, thanks, I'm always glad to hear from new subbers, as they are pretty
willing to give their views and impressions extensively, as you have, which is good.
Older hats tend to just take it all for granted, ho hum, another BB already, never
got to read all that junk in the last cone, etc. Well, as long as they vote well
for me in the Leeder Poll, fine.

OK, 510 to solve NMRs. Based on the experience of others, particularly John
Boardman who charges flat $10 gamefees, vou're right that you will still get
some takers. Not as many as at $2, but enough to keep GRAUSTARK full. People ARE
willing to shell out, but that is primarily due to John's fantastic publishing
record of SIXTEEN YEARS, a period longer than the lifespan of a couple of publishers
I could mention. Anyone else would have a heck of a time, and rightfully so. First,
even GRAUSTARK has a pretty good number of NMRs according to some recent issues I've
seen where he comments on the fact. Quite simply, a lot of time folks can't help but
miss, $1 or $10 spent. Some moves are mailed but never received. More important, tho,
is this: you give somecone $3 for a sub, maybe a gamefee too, and a $10 "refundable”
gamefee. You get 2 or 3 igsues and never hear from the GM again. Instead of the
usual $3-5 ripoff, you're out $13-15. How many of those will you sign up for? Next,
even if the GM does his job, what if the game runs for 17 game years? You NMR in
504 and F'l5, and you've lost $10 and your position. Of course you might want to
make an exception, but then keeping track of who is where creates more bookwork than
its worth. (Lots of GMs flub such simple things as totalling up the centers each
fall; what would they do with accounts payable?). A good idea, but impractitat.
‘The one effect it would have would be to cut down on the number of people like me
who, for one reason or another, find themselves in 14 games all the time. 14x$13=what?

Orders conditional on moves? Yes, we have that already. In tnBB, the only such




Reply to Linsey, cont'd

case is when the "move" is a retreat from the prior season which, according to the
rules, you are entitled to know before you make your orders out, In practice, to
save time, we simply allow you to make your orders conditional on the retreats.
Other publishers, Randolph Smyth for instance (FOL SI FIE) permit you to make your
orders conditicnal on who submits orders for a country, the original player or a
standby. To me, this is a vieolation, but Randolph and I have hashed that out enough
here and outside that I won't elaborate further. You might write him. (Sericusly,
his FSF has lots of play-of-the-game stuff too; I recommend it to all comers.)

Re: "First among equals". If it embarasses them,they're simply not aware of the
realities of the world, which is their problemn not mine.I don't think that preten-
ding otherwise will really help. aAdditionally, as in the case of political stuff,

I figure it is best to speak what I think and let the chips fall where they may.
Either people will agree and be glad tc see somecne speak directly instead of the
usual. wishy-washy palavering, or conversely, they'll be ticked off enough teo sit
down and write a response. Either one is fine with me. Even those who disagree
provide filler for the zine then, and when their remarks appear, I sometimes get
some redirect from folks on my side. Helps keep this from being just another Dip-
zine., Others have commented on why there's so little Dip-related material here; I
think it's a matter of whether you're a player or not. I sub ta almost every zine

I hear about, and I can tell you I sure don't follow many outside games. I get the
zines for the filler, Letters, commentary, BS, and general ramblings on whatever are
what make it interesting for me. I think that holds true here too. Under the old

BB, I at one point had less than 20% of the subbers playing in games. They didn't
sub to learn tricks of the trade! My own games suffer where I'm a player, but I'm
afraid that can't be helped. Some are in such sad shape-~-2 in BLACK HOLE have been
in limbo for 15 months since BH folded, e.g.--that very little is required. Take
78aD, for instance, in WARMONGER. Alan Rowland has published something like 2 issues
in 7 months, and the issue just received has only positions, builds, and a new
deadline (The last issue arrived on the printed deadline day). How much effort would
you put into a game like that? Actually, I'd resign from a bunch of them, but first,
it would speil my record of never having dropped, NMR'ed, quit or resigned from any
position at any time, Next, as in two games adopted in Jerry Jones' BLACK SHEEP, I'm
doing so embarrassingly well in spite of minimal diplomacy that I'd be crazy to

let those positions go. Normal attrition should cut my # of games down, but then
along come things like openings in Sergeant's ST GEORGE or some such, or a zine
arrives sgaying, "C'mon, folks, just one spot left to fill and you toc can join in
the 1901 excitement,..”, and there I go, getting suckered into it again. So it goes.

Regarding my fast games: if you're new, what better place to gain some experience
than in a fast game? Yeou'll either have quick success or sink fast--either way you
win. You gain learning experience without waiting two months only to see Italy
built F NAP in W'0l, either by doing well, or getting blown away fast, in which
case you're guickly free to try again in another game with a fresh start. You ought
to volunteer for a second l0-day-deadline game here!

In any case, I appreciate your taking the time to share your views with us, and
providing me with another springboard for me to spread my own out on. Hope you can
enjoy your stay with tnBB.)) WA .

khkkkkkhkkkk % % *hkkhk Ehkkkkkhkkkk khkkkkkhkkk
HUMOR OF THE MONTH last issue spotlighted an amusing anecdote in EGGNOG; I've found
another one for this issue, but I can't recall now if it was in PASSCHENDAELE,
TORONTO TELEGRAM, or FOL SI FIE. (I've sent them all to Nathan Mitchell for reviewing
so I can't check). Anvhow, one of them had a gamestart with this little gem in
the commentary. "Looks like we've got a good geographical spread too, except that
three of the players are in the same city". Honest!



THE JERRY JOWES STYLE MANUAL OF THE ENGLISH LANGUAGE

Make sure each pronoun agrees with thelr antecedent.

Just between you and I, the case of pronouns is important.

Watch out for irregular verbs which have crope into English.

Verbs has to agree in number with their subjects.

Don't use no double negatives.

Being bad grammar, a writer should not use dangling modifiers.
" Join clauses good 1ike a conjunction should. :

A writer rust not shift your point of view. ' L _
_About ‘sentence fragments. , . :
Ton't. use Tun-on- sentences you got to punctuate them. T

In letters essays and reports use commas to separate items in series.
12. Don't use commas, which are not necessary. o
13+ Parenthetical words however should be enclosed in Commas . ’
1h. Its important to use apostrophes right in everybodys writing.
15. Don't abbrev,

16. Check to see if you any words out. -
17. In the case of a report, check to see that jargonwise, 1t's A-OK. .

o f . -18. As far as incomplete constructions they are wrong.
) ~19. About repetition, the repetition of a word might be real effective eretition.

- taxe, for instance the repetition of Abraham Lincoln.
'20. 'In my opinion, I think that an author when he is writing should definitely not

get dnto the habit of making use of too many unnecessary words that he does not really

need 1n order to put his message across. L
21.: Useparalliel construction not only to be concise but also clarify. '

" - 22. It behooveth us all*to avoid archaic expressions.
23. Mixed metaphors are € pain in the neck and ought to be weeded out. )
" 2. Consnlt the dictionery to avoid maspelings.@ _
255_To.ignorantly wsplit an infinitive is-a practice to'rellgiously avoid. -
26, When_ an. -English expregsian-wiil convey your meaning,, foreign phrases are de trog.
27>, Your- use of comparat1v25 should not be different than-accepted standands. ad
28,, Hake mo.mistaxels in: forming pluralls, _
29, last but.not—least day off cliches..-3~ -

Heprints ot this artlcie are not”available 2 upon. rEquest from Iies, Deceils, and

Nefariobs Schemesﬁ/
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Large Shadows Missing From The Ground Mean The Plane Is Gone
“That's not what | meant when | told you to get your act

The Array’s Cops Rainfain A Perfoct et
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More 10-Day Special press:

LONDON: "Thank you very much, ladies and gentlemen.
I'm profoundly honored to be this year's recipient of The
Ergocephdic Society Award for Distinguished Stupidity
in Diplomacy. When I heard that I was nominated for
the cherished award, I reflected that only a year ago
I was sitting on my ass and now it has won me the noblest
recognition from all of you, my dear friends and
colleagues. (Carefully picks nose. Scrapes snot on lecturn.)
"As you can well imagine, given the outstanding
competition for this year's award, I was worried
whether my stupidity was abksolutely unqualified. I
can tell you, I used up a lot of toilet tissue sweating
out there tonight! (Hebephrenic laugh.) Everyone
expected Idi Amin to take the prize. Again! Of
course, the Shah of Iran put up a good fight. I
suppose he tried just a little too hard by giving up the
throne. But let's not be modest, folks. I suppose it's
no secret what won the award for me. That outstandingly
stupid stab (if I say so myself) in 1979E will go down
in the annals of Diplomacy just as it was born in
the anal of my mind. Undigested and foul, it stinks
to heaven, suggesting that a more malodorous and
undeodorized act will be difficult to egual. There can
be no better memory of me than that smell. '
"So, fellow Ergocephdics, I proudly accept this
award. I realize that you are allowed no sharp objects,
so the pencil inscription will be burned in my heart
forever: 'Lubricate entire enema tip well. Bending over
insert slowly into rectum with a twisting motion'.
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