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Been There, Done That 12 a Diplomacy aubzine to both Mark
Lilleleht*s The Scribblerist 1n hard cepy and distributed through the
U.3.P.8., and Xen H111l’"s The Armchair Diplomat Iln electronic format
and distributed via download from Data Library § of the Gamer’s Forus
on the Compuserve Informatlion Network. Players, standers by, a few
traders, and anyone else whoa the fancy strikes ae will also recejve
it through the mail. Diplomacy is owned by the' Avalon Hill Gawe Co.,

‘and was ianvented by Allan Calhamer. But you already knew that, didn"t

you?

-

Sanc Opeoings

Beqular Dip;: Opening one more. 1 signed up (Heffman), 6 needad.
Guobaat: Will open one gase. 4 signed up, 3 needed.

i Will open two games. Spain map, 5-6 needed; and the
Chesapeake and Ohio map, 3-4 needed. Maps will be provided (I’ll get
*en from Connie).

i 4-5 needed. Give me a month or two to get a feel for

the postal play of the gase, as I’m In a gams nov and another to start _ _

soon. . . L. } o . o
Burest Dip variant: Rules below, 1’d really like to try this one, it
looks like fun.

Gane fees #35 for all gamses.

Burest Diolomacy

The rulps of regular Diplomacy
apply extept where otherwise
noted. There are only 7 provinces
on the map, each one a home
sopply center for the powar
controlling it, and namsed for
that pewer. Each power starts
with an aray ln its home center.
All 7 pravinces are contigucus;
f.e. a unit in one can move to
any of the other &, or support a
novement from any of the cther &
to any of them. All enits are
arales, and only armiea can be
bullt (and only, of course, in
your single supply center). Thers are no retreats an aray which is
dislcdged must be resoved. The victory criterion is control of 4
supply centers. There is little tactical skill to this variant, it
looks like it should be all diplomacy and persuasion. Any takers?
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DL lo the Bath Tub

As many of you know, slince migrating from the PEEM hobby to the wider
world of the PBM hobby about a year and a half ago, I've been quite
fascinated by the history of the hobby. its intitutions, traditions,
personalities, and culture. About 6 months ago I splurged and bought the
entire back run of Diplomacy Dlgest as a way of finding out more about that
history. For those of you who don’t Know, DD is a zine published by Mark
Berch, 11713 Stonington PLace, Silver Spriang MD, 20902, dedicated primarily
to the reprinting of articles and other reading materlal from zines of the
past. No games, just reading about diplomacy, varlants, ethics, play of the
game, personalities and feuds, etc. In addition he runs a “Zine Column”
which reports on new zines, folds, special issues, and general hobby news.
Since his general policy 1s to pript only things five years old or more,
and since D itself has been around since 1977, reading the back rua gives
qguite a sense of the hebby’s history and it’s scope.

wWhat I’ve done with this 100 plus !ssues is tackle It a bit at a time.
Speciflically, when I get a chance, I like to take a real hot bath on
weeKend mornings. It’s extremely relaxing to me. And I like to read in the
tub, but nathing too heavy (Domtoyeski would not cut it im the tub!). So I
take a QD or two and read ’em while I socak. When I had poneumonla this
winter, and was home sick for a week, this conatituted my major activity of
the moraing (it was about all I could muster up the energy to dol.

In sum, !f you want to learn more about hobby history, I can highly
recommend DD in a scalding tub as the way to go.

As those of you who are readers of Don Willlams’ zine Fjat
know, and it has crept into the pages of The Sgribblerist, there is a
rather intense bidding war going on right now for the priviledge of
carrylng BI.DT as a subzine. At last count, 4 pubbers were lnvolved in the
bidding: Lilleheht and the raiders, Willlaas, Steve Dorneman of
Dip. and Jim-Bok Burgess of The RBogk EBeport (itself technically a subzine
ttself, 8o I’d become a subsubzine sditor). Now that Willlaws has been
named Steve HelnowsKi’s successor as Boardman Number Custodlan, and as such
will have acceas to the naver-bafore-used-but growing dally BNC Sluah Fund
Cever wonder what all those $1 per BNs were going? Administrative costs my
eye, the Dipdom Tattler aspilled the bsans to me), he can finally afford the
six figure buy-aut proposal I am demanding as ay price for his shameless
subzine raiding (anyone alae could get me If they just asked nice.... I'm
gonna make Willimas PAY!!). :

However, as the bidding escalates and Mark sweats, the inevitable
thoughts of zinedom unto ayself Keep gonawing at me. BI.DT has gotten
sufficient positive reinforcement to make the thought, well, attractive.
Besides, 1f McKee can do it, not only cap I, but perhaps I muat. If [ do
attenpt zine-ness, it probably wouldn’t be until late in the Summer or
early Fall, due to some planned trips, the arrival of baby Nash #2 in mid-
July, and =y taking over a fairly labor-intensive hobby project during the
Sumner.

Please let me Know what you think. I would continue to post RI.DT
electronically as a subzine to [he Armchair Biunlomat, so those of you who
get it that way would notice no change. But If you see this through The
Scribblerfat or get it free as a standbye or player, would you sub? At what
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price? Drop we a line, please, and let ne Know. Does the hobby needf
zine, or shouid I submerge my ego and continue as second fiddle to d
chronically late student/inebriate from Hoaville? !

etters

George Mann: “"Here’s the latest Son gf Flip. If you vaote in the Rgnestonc
Poll please give It a vote. I already voted for BI,OT. I couldn’t Pive you
a zerc so you Know what I gave you on a scale of 1-101 Just kidding. .
“Keep giving Mark L. crap ((I fully intend to)). He deserves. lt ((he
nost certainly deea... I couldn’t agrees with you more. This shows Jou have
some real perceptlon and Inteiligence. So why, pray tell, the obsession
with pro 'urostling? 3) He wan’t even get on my standby liat! What a‘kinp.

Eric ; "Thanks for the sample. Why not ask Mark Lill to change- pls
zina’s nane to "The Wrapper®? DBy the way, can you send BI,DT to a USENET~
type address?... I have gotten one issue of Erlc Klein®s Electironic .
this way.” ’ .

((I don’t know anything about USENET. So, at ay current level of awarnnnss, ’
T can’t. I love the i1dea of "The Wrapper~!1))

"1 sust admit I never got loto pop or rock music as a teenager (ahd
this left me out of a lot of things). I do like baseball though. I can
think of two reasons why it may be so popular ameng Diplomacy playersﬁiﬂur po
one, you can enjoy baseball even if you doan’t live near a team, and Mgy =% =
postal players live in somevhat remote areas. ror another, a baseball " (8
season has a certain slow rhytha, like a postal pan.. Yot can’t win 1t all
in one game, or move. Here’s a third reason: baquhall fans can argus ahout
stats, while Diplomacy players can argue about’ the Poll! I liked reading
about the 1988 Pall, and found it helpful in getting lnto the hobby. Whew I
heard BRUX had lost his computer faclljties, I realized I could write h
program to run the Foll on ay Mac. This is hallcally uhat I’ve agreed ta do v
= the computer part of the job.

{(with all the Dip players into baseball I's suiprised there has heen. at

least in th brief time I’ve besen around, no atteapt to form a postal hot-
stove league or PBM APBA league. My first PBM gaming experience was L.
managing a team in-a PBM APBA league back in 1972. Unfortunatley, I 7 = "%
inherited a team stripped of all talent by its previous Manager/GM. It was
a long, frustrating season, and I eventually lost interest and, I'm albilﬂd
to adait, did the equivalent of NMHRing out. Hey I was young and
irresponsible!)) S

*I don’t think the Poll 1s of eartb-shatterlng inportance; it's mkinly
a fun thing C(though I dg think the vote counting and and so forth should be
done accurately). The reaults are like battlng averages; while in genefidl a
.300 hitter is mors valuable than a .200 hitter, we all know Jose Cianssco
was worth more to his team last year than Wade Boggs, desplte a lower
avarage. When all’s sald and done, the averages have no effect on who wins
the pensant. These things must be taken in perspective. I suppose Righ -
Gedman would prefer not to have his average printed, but the papers prtnt
it anyway. That’s the way life goes. I think I should be able to avald EE
taking attacks on ths Poll personally, but we’ll see.”
((The inezactitude of the pumbers’ meaning in both baseball and dipzinn
pells 1s a good point: however, for me part of the fun of baseball is the
continuing effort to pia down pcr!ornanca by develuping a more accuratc
statistic. Thus, “Total Average" and “"Runs Created,” for ipstance, ref
the old standbyes of batting.average and slugging percentage, and the whole
process of refinement and the conssquent argument cver whether it has
actually helped us to understand why and how Canseco is more valuable, Ia
part of the fun. In polls, however, the more complex the statlstlecal
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analysis, the more we are in danger, I fear, of creating much ado about
nothing. After all, baseball stats are based, ultimately, on gbiective
numbers... hits, at bats, total bases, RBIs. Dipzine polls are at heart,
subjective... how much do [ like this zine. And based on what criteria?
Which are surely different from yours. 1 like polls; the more the merrier.
I vote in them all. They?’re fun. But uwltimately, by their very
subjectivity, too much statistical analysis loses my attention.))

1 have piayed Rajlway Riyals face-to-face, though not PBM. I think
both Empire Builder and Britiah Ralls ars better games-in the abstract
because the demand cards make each gasme different. Once you‘ve played a
game of RR on a given map, replays seem very similar. But it does look like
the gana{in Perelandra ((BR)) will be golng on for a long while. It’d be
nice to be able to combine rounds to speed up play, but I can’t think of a
practicml plan. Maybe BR and EB would be better played by EMAIL.

((My fes#ling is that BR and EB are by their very complexity much better FTF
ganes. RB PTF Is pretty boring to me. But conversely, RR appears a much
superlor PBM game. It’s simple and fast. Paul Gardner runs RR “speed games*
in Not | York on 10 day deadlines. They are fyp! Our BR game in

seems like {t’11 be running well into the next decade! The nice
thing aljout RR is the incredable variety of maps available through Connie
von Metfke. Dick Martin swears the premier choc choo game (besides Chao
Choo Colewan!) is 1830, and threatens, er.., promises to indoctrinate,
er... tiach my wife and me tc play someday soon. Ken Hlll tried to organize
a PBEM game on Compuserve in The Arschailr Diplgmat a few months back,
but couldin’t get enough playu;°s... just me and my wife and one marbe.))

“Yg¢u’re right about stantbyes. I feel the standby should try to
continqﬁ-the pelicy of the original player. You don’t want to upset the
gale_;nitaore than feccessary. 0f course, !f you feel the original player

‘was dot sosething foolish, you®’ll change {t, but it seems silly to ruin

<(Did I say that? It must have been in a game you wers coming into as a
standby where I was allied with the original player!! Seriously, I
disagresd. I think a standby should cut the best deal! for him/herself,
period.” 'The best standby play I have aver seen was in a gase in The
Riglomat where standbyes Harry Milliken, Bob Aube, and Bill Hunter
mselves Into a vicious, multi-stabbing sort of game with the same
gusto apd bloodthirsty ruthlessness as the surviving original players...
mayself fnd Steve Saith. Now that’s a high level of ruthlessness to aspire
to! (Especially Smith). They took the game serioysly., And what a game It
was! Qth do other people think?))

things fEr the other players [f you don’t have to."”

threw

Ran . : -1 enioyved BT.DT ¥4, Ig Ay horror we have more in cocamon than
just bejng avid Dodger fans. Really Identifled with the Jefferson Alrplane
article, Jack Cassady is one of the best bassists ever. But the best pure
guitar player, in my book, is the i{ncomparable Eric Clapton...”

({I think Clapton peaked when he played with John Mayall’s Bluea Breakers
in the aid-60s with vhat becane the Flestwood Mac rhytha section. The esarly
Crean stuff was great, the later Crsam stuff and Blind Faith were exercizes
in self-indulgence, Derek and the Dominoces is perhaps one of the 5 or 10
best Rock albums ever, and everything since then has frankly lacked any
conviction to me. Nothing stands out... it’s all seft pop apparently pre-
fabricated for comsercial success. How about Robbie Robertson for best pure
gultar player? The Robertson~Clapton duo In the movie “The Last Waltz® is
dynamite?)) )

'!h usual Yyour baseball acumen is damn good, but saying the poorer
teans “stink” without any explanation just doesn’t cut it. To be brief,
1°11 give you my choices but only lst and 2nd in each division. No comments
are nesded as By expertize in baseball selections is unquestioned in the
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hobby and generally without parallel ((as well as your modesty)). After
all, in John Caruso’ contest last year, I correctly picked all the winners
except Boaton ((] got 3 of 4 last year, missing only Boston as well; I got
burned with the Blue Jays again, and leoks like they’ll sting me yet agaln
this year!!)),.

BL Zast - !. New York 2. Pittsburgh

HL Heal - 1. Los Angeles 2. San Dlego

AL Eaat - 1. Toronto 2. Detroit

Al Weat - 1. Minnesota 2. Jakland

“Only possible excepton to the above Is San Diego. They are greatly
improved. The Dodgers have to stay healthy, especially Randolph and
Fernando has to win 10 games.

“Hasn’t anyone told George Mann that pro rasslin’ In pot a sport?...
of course George can’t be blamed; they bave nothing down there in Fla. by
way of sports, save maybe a good cgilege team or two. L

“And I liked Tim Mocre’s opening as Prance in 89J. Once again he .
proves he’s a much better GM and pubber than hé is a player. Hey, ygy have
that In common with him toe, Tom, if you eliminate the pubber part. Now go
ahead down ta DixleCon, Nasher, and prove =y pnint. After all you and
Lutterbie proved you Were incoapetent at DlpCoz year. Conaidering ymur
compatition in San Antonic you haven’t seen nothin’ yet. Thome gents trdn
Chapel Hill will eat you and Vince alive. But, I"m told the Carolina 25
Diplomats run a first class Con. In my opinlon, who better to host the nixt
World DipCon?* .
((Let’s see... me, Vince, Tim; anyone you forgot to insult? The only g oo
proeblen with DizxieCon as a site for W DC for me is that Chapel HIll daequ't
offer lots of touristy things for non-gaming family members. In that sensn.
a larger city, particularly one with a lot of bultnral. sporting, and
shopping facilities say help both overseas and domestic gamers with :

- families sell {t. to the spouses as part of a family trip. DixieCon, from:z _
what I’ve experienced just in registering, certainly haz the orgnnizatictnl
expertise and personal touch.)? w

Qrng: “I have BI.DT #4 in front of no. so 1 thought I'd dreop you a
line with my impressions and comments.

“I’n happy for you that the Jefferson llrplane is reforming. I hope
all the legal battles over the name have been resclvad, though. Personallly,
I don’t know much about JA; they were just "slightly ahead of ay time."” [¥m
mora exoited about the Who touring, and the plans for a vld-n recarding ol
the sentire Tosny perforaance.

“As for your baseball picks, well, yow didn’t exactly gn ‘out on any i
liabs, did you? As of today. though, your Os are the only team in the AL -.»
East over .500 ({no longer, they are droping llke a rock)) and the Braves ;.
are obly 1/2 gane cut in the NL West. Not tu worrr though, I thlnk they'li
fold too ((you betchal).

‘"1 agres with your top picks in the AL, but you have the l& all urong.
Il originally picked the Pirates in the Bast, but they’ve been hnrt early by
injuries. At least Van Skao will retgrn soon.

((Like the Mets or hate "en, I don’t see how ANYONE caa pick agatust then.
They are sc loaded with talent it’s ridiculous))

“In the Weat, there iz no way tb- Dodqu:g (I hate “em, I hattw'gn... ]

will repeat. The Reds will adopt an “us agaiast the world" attlt:;;rover

the Pete Rose situation and barely squeak ogt first over San Die The
Dodgers (I hate “em, I hate *ea. I hate ’on,..) na¥Y even finish ¢ th
behind either San Francisco or Atlanta. ER
°I realize I’m a bit biased. I grev up within sight of Riverfmont
Stadioa during the seventles, the glory years of the Big Red Machifie ((L
hate thep! =~ E4.)). Plus, they’re due after four straight second: ce ¥
]




finishes. Besides, Cincy and Pittsburgh, the best teams in the league
through the 70s, are the only NL teams who have pof won their division in
the BOs, and this is their last chance.

*I*m still enjoying the Lilleleht bashing but I don’t Know Jeff McKew
((lucky you!)) so I don’t get much out of your material ((peljeve me, the
material ain’t worth getting mixed up with that charactert)). I probably
need to sub to his zine to get both sides, n’est-ce pas? It's tough to be a
novice I tell ya. I don’t get no respect.”

({You won’t need to sub to McKee’s zine The Metadiplomat tc get his side of
things. I will be doing & subzine there, called Nash Rants, while he does a
subsubzine here called HcKee Raves, starting, I hope, in the next BT,DT.
But Jeff’s zine is looking good, and features 2 1/2 week deadline gunboat
games, as well as the usual.... address 1ls 1674 S. Parkwoecd Wichita, K8
67218, And speaking of whom:))

: ; "Baseball. Ugh. Only an authoritarian personality such as
yourself could enjoy such a sport. You get such extreme pleasure (not to
mentlon filler material) from ranking all 26 teams from best to worst.
Sounfls like a control fantasy to me. Do you actually go to baseball games?
Is ¥ furn to sit there all that time catching balls hit at you by opposing
teams? Is it that the ball park is the only place people will sell you
beer? Or i{s it the blazing technolegy, the big TV screen in center field
uherﬁ you can see what you just saw again?

4*Thanks go to Dick Martin for identifying the real reason Nash started
the "McKee for BHC" mavement, which is looking more and more like a bowel
movepent day by day. Precisely stated, Dick. It’s all a setup. Nash wants
to set me up for BNC so he can discredit my performance, get me pissed off,
and basically remove se from the hobpy. So to correctly shaft Mr. Nash
where he deserves to he shafted, I should try everything to become BNC!
Plus, as ] understand it, getting attacked “on general Drinciples® is more
funithan sex. Why should I pass this opportunity up? Well, if I were BNC I
d not coatinve to publish anti-Nash propaganda. I’d probably get ouated

co
anyway if I did not repent and enjoy baseball. Plus, I'd never get selected
in 4he first place because I don’t beliesve the BNC should be an ombudsman.

So fash, you’ll have to try and find some other way to defame my character,

not falling for it.

. “"Well, what did you tell Dick Martin? My answer is 'no,” 1’'m not as
aaive as the zine suggests, but yes, I am nalve ipn general. Thanks for
passing the comment along, I really had no idea in hell what Martin would
think, and I serjously doubt 1’11 hear from him personally at all. Other
hobby stalwarts I sent it to were Caruso, Courtemanche, and Holley. I’ll
probably get nothing from Caruso({since writing this he has from Kathy
offering to write someone on the British/N. American rules issue)), a plug
from Courtemanche, and Holley will probably play in all of ay games. Also a
couple of others who I had never heard of but elther liked their entry in
the ZR or had some other reason to send thea sosething (like Don Del
Grande, for instance). So far the response is less than I expected from
establ ished PBM players. more than I expected fros non-established playera
and CISers, less than I expected from my friends. :

"Brux suggested I use the REBEL new games base for ay next round of
sanples. He said he sent out 700 samples for VoD and got 100 subs. Gabel
sent out 230 samples and got about 40 subs. I sent out 48 samples and
already have 14 aubs, and i{t’s oniy been 8 days since the issue started
arriving. I feel all right about that. Next {ssue I’11 try to send out
about 100 more freebies...but my dilemma is, I’a going to get my real
regponse for Gunboat, because my games are so fast compared to what’s
available eliewhere. But a lot of new players don’t want to play Gunboat
begause they are new to Dip and shy away from all forms of variants (I had

&
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yank at Susan’s face to get her to sign up and now she’s an addict!).
"Here’s a more insiatent reguest, would you *pleasex write something

about why you hate Gunboat? Of course, I will tear your opinion to shreds

but I won’t slap you."

((In The Mgradipiomat #2 will appear “Nash Rants™ on the topic "Why I Hate

Gunboat,"” with Jeff’s response, lame though it promises to be}).

Jisay @Williams; "I thought perhaps a fuller sxplication of my views on NMR2

would be in order.

“The G.M. is always right. Although I have yet to hear from a G.M. who
entirely agrees with this dogmsa, I find, for my own personal feelings, such
an attitude Goes much for aveiding difficulty. : :

*In any case, Dip, being a war of nerves, produces two things at
least: Paranoia and Fatalisa. Parancla is good because it shows involvement
in the game. Such invelveaent, real or inagined, is the source of endless
delight to those who feel they have lnduced Parancia. Paranoia can also be
a plessure to those who experience it. Parancla is distracting, attentlion-
grabbing, pre-cccupying. Paranocla in Dip. a gag3. can be more fun than
television, which says much for {t. e

“Fatalism, however, 1s an evil, Fatalism Implies a resignation, an
accaptance, perhaps even a contentedness. This does not give pleasure to
those who imagine they have been inducing Parajhoia. There I3 no more
frustrating experience than trying to induce fear and foreboding in-a
player who doesn’t care. Fatalism can lead to demoralization.
Demoralizatlon, I think, causes most deliberate NMRs and causes most
“careless® NMRs. '

L *On the upside of Fatalisa/Demoralization however is, indeed this very
potential of an NMWR. An EMR can-indeed be a bopn to those who have “toughed .
it out." & .

“As well, the problem of the 'rcplac.lcntlplaynr coning iato a TOTAL
catastrophe needas to be addressed since you have mentioned thils in your
reguest for an NMR procedura vote.

"The replacement player is receiving a "fres game” nesdless to say.
Foer this, again I jmagins. the remaining players {and perhaps G¥) have a
real, actual vara body to reslate to, to eantice, humiliate, antagonize,
ally, or destroy. This latter case of a warm hody as opposed to continced
NMR seems to serve an important "felt need” in the Dip community. This
*“huana® equation, desired so auch it appears to me, itself contalns as did
the origianl humna player the potential for HNR - angther NMR. And why?
Bscause of the Humanity involved? Yeas, of course. And also because of the
“total catastrophe® (your words) the replacemgnt entsrs Into? Yes, perhaps.

-I discount all fsars of NMR. sNMrs dus 0 illnas or the fickle post
are "part of the game.“ The former Is addressed only by indefinate delay or
abandonment of game, really. The second can be ameliorated somewhat by the
agency of a second “orders only” card cn a subsequent posting day.

“Our beloved Kafka has said z-Ispatience and Laziness are the cause of
all the world’s illa.” Understandable impatience can explain games
continuing when someone NMRs dus to personal !misfortune. Being a gams. the
afflicted personage perhaps often insists or sxpects the game to contlinue
despite his absence via a replacesent. And Iizlneas. laziness {or poverty
explains the absence of that second, subsequént. fall-safe “ordera-card.”

“all we left then are NMRs due to a lack of lnterest. Accidents,
oversights notwithatanding C(and ons may question from the materialiat-
enpiricist-Freuvdian-worlidvisv the objective ftalltyof accidents and
aoversights) the major cause %f ‘lack of interast is defeat! DEE-FEET! - or
the prospect of 1t - a broken plan, an upset inteation, a nasty betrayal, a
"rotten country cholce” ~ all the stinking. putrid, petty, dehumanizing
little disasters we have come to expect and love In Dip. -
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"NMR is the consegquence of Good Diplomacy. NMR is the bludgening of an
opponent into tactical inflexibility with the downside that the opponent
nay be replaced by somecne who will not “agree” to order "all units hold.”"
Only dreamers want a Europe full of strong countries and strong
personalities! Realists want a Europe full of wimps, weenles, and Personal
Conquest! Realists want victory! - not polymorphous-perverse, graup-grope,
touchy-feely, mutually~consenting-adult, consensual psychological
Sodomiest!!! No 2-way, 3-way, 4-way, S-way and, Heaven Help Us, 6 way
tiest!!

“Is not our bloody, unpleasant, work bad enough without having GMs
{who are nevertheless always right in ay opinion and receive ay submission
and suport on 3ll issues 100%) - without having GMs fretting about and
replacing murdered corpses with not just fresh warm bodies but with better-
arned ones more liKely, thereby, to be filled with a terrible resolve just
because their situation Is pot a total catastrnphe? HHAT PRICE VICTORY?

"of course an NMR can help my enemy. But so can drawing England! So
can having an idiot sycophant for a neighbor, a drooling toady for his
footstool - so can having a former "suck buddy” from many previocus Dip
canpaigns of yore In the same game. But ] dop’t gomplalp about this last.
All’s fair in Jlovye and Qip!'!

"selah, I have spaken. I do not argue. I merely ocbserve., Rules s
rules, What would Allan Calhamer say? Read Rule XIV, 31! Let all the earth
keep silent before Himtt!"

{(Ho comment sesms neccessary nor appropriate... I am in awel})

THE GAMES:

Byes: Jason Bergwann, Tim Moore, Steve Heinowski, Mike Morris, Paul
Milewski, Stephen Dorneman, Vince Luttarbie, Jimay Willlamsa, Stan Johnson,
John Crosby, George Mann, George Rifle.

Choo Choo Coleman 1988HE i Spring 1904

Austria (Aube) : A Iri-Vis C(r-0TB); A YEN-Tri.

England (Hunter): F Nth-SKA:; F Mid-NAT:; R BRE H; F Gas-MID.

France <(Morris): F POR S A Spa; F MAR 9 A Spa: A SPA S F Por.

Germany (Saith): Ber-SIL; A Mun-TRL; A Den-SWE; A Kie-DEN; F Hol-NTH;
Ruh-BEL; A PAR H.

Pie-TUS; A Trl-TRI; A SER 8 AR Bul; F ALB S A Trl-Tri.
RUM~Bul: F BLA S A Rum-Bul; 3 SEY-Rua: A Moa-S5TP;
Nwy-NRG; F StP(nc)-BAR; A WAR H: A VIE 8 (I) A Trl-Tri;
BUD S A Ser.

GRE S Bul; A BUL S Ser; F Ion-AEG:; F Aeg-CON;

ANK S F Aeg-Con.

Italy (Welter):
Russia (McKee):

Turkey {Tabor):

LT L T g

Press:

Al - GM: Hey boss, Can you have condlitional press?

GM - Al: Yes.

CAH aka Al - GM> Ageing Hippy!? You call that & nickname? Now don’t get me
wrong, | don’t mind the tag. In fact judging from the dress I saw at a
‘nuetral’ event, l.e. the New Orleans Jazz Fest, it might even be time to
get out my tie~dyed socks. (Never could handle any more tie die than that.)
But you can’t have that long a nickname. Not with that wmany syllables with
those sounds. (Try sayring it.) Certainly not in competition with *Al1’. It
will never fly. I don’t have suggestlons for Mike or Bob but here’s a few
off the top of my head to lead pff a tag that GM contest: The Lost Fug.,
Captain STRIPs, Bad Batch, and the ever popular Woodstock and/or Moonbeam.

ST S T
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For now [’1]1 settie for AH. At least that would 'work.
GM - AL: I LIKE the Lost Fug. For a free gamestart, be the first BT,DT
reader tao nase the 3 original Fugs (Smith, Aube, McKee, yas I know thia
predates you all, but bear with us ageing types who are approaching mid-
life crisis and the growing awareness of our owr mortality and dealing with
it through shameless nostalgia for the care free days of ocur reckless
youth. You’lil underatand some day... but Instead of waxing noatalgic for
the Fugs and the Jefferson Alrplane, you’l]l be stuck wiatfully
remenbering... what? Guns "n’ Roses? 1 weep for.your generation).
(Con~Moa) I was on the plan for a while but, all in all, tooc much bullshit,
{Con-Nap> 1 figure I might as well either try t¢ gain some ground or set
L myself up to die fasat. b
- {Con~all) Now, as always, Better Death than Bnrrdoa!
} {Con-Con) Was that encugh msgs? I
Ron-Par: Pax? ;
Rom-Aus: We’ll both go down together.
The vote to go to twice monthly deadlines pnslﬂd; Therefore, Fall/Winter
1904 moves are dus nidnight, EZST, June 1, 1589

Elio Chacon 1989 iWinter 1901/Spriag 1902
|

Winter 190t: ’ f
Austria (Nickel): Bulld A Vie. Has A Ser, ¥ Ghe, A Okr..
England (Hunter): Bulld F Lon. Has A Yor, F Nth, P Nwy.
France (Moore): Build A Par. Has F Por, A Spa, A Plc.

- . Germany (Rifle): Build A Ber A Kie. Has A Maj, A Hol, F Den.

- Italy (Lutterbie): Build.F Hap ¥ Roa A Ven. Has A Man, ¥ Tun, A Tri.
Russia (Williama): Beild A StP. Has A Mos, A War, F Rum, F Sws.
Turkey (Hoffman): Build F Con A Ank. Has F'Bla, A 3ev, A Bul.

Spring 1902: ‘
Austria: ) SER-Bud; F GRE-Bylgsc); A Ukr-GAL; é =Bud.
England: F Lon-ENG;: F Ny H (r-Ska, Nrg, or r»; F BTH C A Yor-Bel;

A Yor-BEL.
France : F Por~MID; B SPA-Mar: A Par-BUR; A PIC S A Par-Bur.
; Germany: A HOL S (E} A Yor-Bel; A Ber-MUN; A KIE S A Ber-Mun; F DEN H:
‘ A MAR-Bur. ‘
Italy : F Sap~ION; F Tun-WES; F Rom-TYN; A TRI H; A VEN S A Tri: } Mun~
Bur ¢(r-Boh, Tyoc, Ruh, or Sil).
Russia : F Swa-NWY; A STP S P Swe-Nwy; A WAR 5 A Mos: A MOS S (A) A Ukr-
Sevi(NS0Y; F Rua § (A2 F Gre-Byl(ag)(KCO}{r-0TB).
Turkey : A Ack~ARM; A Sev-RUM; F BLA 3 A Sev~Bums A BUL S A Ssy-Rua’
i F CON 8 A Bul. :
' Press: : i
;0 France to Germany: OK. I agree, hut show me you mean it.
i France to England: Any chance of a reconclliation?
France to Italy: Congratulations on being dopsnatchcr of the yesr.
: I hope they are profitable Lo your sndsavors.
France to Russia: Jimmy, Jimmy, Jimuy! The bbjsct of the game is not
to be honourable, but to win.
Italy to Austria: Ao open letter of apology. I want everyone to know that
Yyou are a gentleman of the game and I stabbed you without a major reason. I
offered no quarter and expect nche. ! hope this doesn’t affest us Iin other
ganes and I wish you well in this game - as long as you leave Triaste & ay
honsland alone. Trieste needed an influx of Gothlc art and I have the




personnel to do it. Once again, no excuses, and may the best man win - The
Pope .

Italy to England: I haven’t had the opportunity te stab, er... meet you
yet.

GM-Ttaly: Bill’s swell! He just helped me win a game!

Italy to Russia: Hope this relieves the pressure somewhat; try to stay in
this game a bit, will ya? - The Pope.

GM-Italy: "Cheap imitation of the Bad Boys" or something to that effect!
Hyh? You been nipping the office nitrous again Vince?

Mos-Lon: Turkey put me up to this Bill. He promised another stroke of his
well-oiled and supple whip. Because I have heen bad, I must be punished
again and again. Lay on, my beloved!

Mos-Par: My dearest Timothy, I can’t wait until you get things sorted out.
Then Europe will see true Mastery. If only I might lick Prussian mud from
your well-oiled and supple bhoots!?

GM-Readers: I just types ‘em folks!

Mos—Rom: You are Europe’s hope Vincent, we all walt to see what Jesuitical
visitations you bestow: What have you built? Well-ociled fleets and supple
arnjes?

Mos=-Vie: I AM THE ETERNAL ROCK. I AM THE WELLSPRING OF YOUR SUPPORT. I AM
THE FUNDAMENT THAT CANNOT BE STIRRED. BOW DOWN AND WORSHIP ME AND I WILL
RAISE YOU ABOVE ALL NATIONS. Hey, vou got a shipment of Corinthian Leather?
How about olive 0il? You got any of that? Hey! Jia! Hey!

Mps~Ber: Georgs, I must confess that Bill and I have a secret alllance and
wa are going to throw you out of Den and Swe and anywhere else you might
have got to. France, Italy, and Austria want to buy in but we want you all
to ourselves ((don’t tell me... he’s well-oiled and supple. right?)). We
hear yoi are well-cilad and supple ((I kpew it!)).

Mos-<Mos: What nasty, bestial boys I get to play with! What evil trick will
they play on me next? Whatnaw, exeti{c leathers? What fragrant o0ils? What
sypple minds? o ~

Mos-GM: Lillylead’s late again! ’ -

Deadline for Summer 1302 retreats, and Fall 1902 acves !s June 15, at
midnight EST.

gSpace Elller

Based on Steve Heinowski’s regular Diploamcy gamestart statistics in

the BNC’s zine, showing a continuing decline in the numbsr of
gamastarts in the past few years, there has been a lot of speculation and
cosmentary on the decline of the hobby and reasons for it. However, Randy
Grigsby, the MNC of the non-covenant flaver, i{n his service zine jlpha and
Qnega, that 1f you count the incredable rise in the number of
variant gamestarts, total gamestarts are actually going yp every year! To
this, Francois Cuerrier, in | says nonsense, the postal Dip
hobby is postal Dip only, and remains ln decline. Variant and other games
are a distinct hobby: coincidentally populated by mostly the same people.
Meanwhile, in Britain, the popularity of varliants, Rallway Rlvals, and
other games, has led to the abandonment of the term “Postal Dip" in favor
of “Postal Gaming Hebby."” The gquestion, for your consideration and
response, is: what Kiad of hobby are we, and why?

Next issue will feature the Been There, Done That postal interview with
Conrad von Metzke on Dip, past, present, and future, RR, and life ijtself!

And, lest we forget, Been There., Doene That i=s published by Tom Nash, 8512
Pilgrim Road, Baltimore, MD 2i214. (301) 254-2836. CIS #74676,3310.
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