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—=A LETTER FROM THE EDITOR oo oo e
. Boy oh boy, don't a month go by quick? A. And how, Mac!
As that little rhetorical divertissment suggests, another month has come and gone and it

time for yet another issue of AMERICA'S PREMIERE GAME JOURNAL. Can you believe that th-
is issue number nine? I look at other 'zines and they have nurbers on them like #34 o

#29 and I used to think...heck, 39 issues, that's not so many. WNow, however, . realt
that any publisher who makes it to issue thirty has ac eived an amazing act of ntes
fortitude. Why do I mention this you ask...I don't know. Let's get on with the

This has been an eventful month. It saw me get ny first job doing something other

playing the Bass or delivering papers, or spinning discs at KWAX. Yep, your friend and
"hurble" narrator got a job peddling games retail for the Christimas season at a locally
owned game store. (The same game store that Al Villanueva used to manage prior to his
music teaching career.) You may think that selling games would be a wonderful way to
spend Decenber for a game addict like myself. Well it wasn't. For every fun aspect there
was a blah aspect. For exanple: T loved talking to people about what they should buy

for their yuppie cousin that they barely know BUT I hated (or hate rather) answering

fifty questions about Trivial Pursuit. T love suggesting introductory warganes to people
who are interested but uncertain BUT 1 hate wolfing a cool chili-dog in the back room for
lunch because the store is too swamped to allow for lunch-breaks. I love taking home games
and reading the rules so I can simultaneocusly learn how to answer custoners' guestions

and decide if the game is worth buying for nyself BUT I hate watching Mom's and Pop's
brow beat juniors for touching the toys that are meant to be touched. Some parents can

be very sisnister. Anyway, it has been interesting but I'm ready to go back to. Bass playing
poverty.

I mentioned KWAX a minute ago so 1'11 tell you an annecdote. Tor those of you who haven't
been told--1 work as an announcer for a local classical music station. I work every
Wednesday night from 8 to 2ish doing my show, A Night at the Opera. In fact I'm typing this
at the station. Anyway., tonight's overa was supposed to be Strauss' Die Fledermaus --a
holiday classic. 1 arrive at the station at 8:00. T call Paul Gardner (or rather return
his call) and talk until 9:30. At 9:35 I realize that KWAX does not own a copy of the
opera that's scheduled to go on at 10:;00. What makes matters worse is that I scheduled

it. Hence, T am responsible that that program go on. As a rule I listen to the opera I'm
going to air a week in advance in order to find an excellent recording and to prepare my
commrentary. This week being Christmas and Die Fledermaus being such an old stand-by I
decided to forgo ny ritual listening. EEEEYYYYOOOWWW!!! From 2:35 to 10:15 I call every
musician whose record collection I think has a prayer of containing a copy of Die Fledermaus
All of them say they have excerpts but no full recording. I beg, I plead, but nothing
works. Finally I call a friend who owns a record store but by this time I know it's too
late. He laughs at my ridiculous plight and promises to be listening for my most embarrassi
morent in two years of A Night at the Opera. At 10:30 I open the mic after thirty minutes
of waltz filler and prepare to face the ravenous opera fans of Eugene. TFirst I apologize
trying vainly to keep the natural insincerity of ny voice {ron surfacing. Then in mock
happy tones I inform one and all that I have chosen to substitute a little Strauss howler,
The Gypsey Baron. Immediately the phone rings. Wednesday night's faithful are frothing.
Well not exactly, I only got three calls none of which were furious. What's ridiculous
about that is that on any normal night I get around ten calls from opera fans who merely
want to chat. Then when the opera gets replaced at the last minute only three pecple call.
Okay, so the night after Christmas is not radic prime time but three people!!! Makes
wonder if it wouldn't be a good idea to just shut the station down for the night and invite
those three people to come to my house and listen to Die Fledermaus on the stereo while
drinking left-over egg-nogg. Well, I may sound flippant about this minor disaster but it
will surely result in a well-deserved tongue lashing from our Reagan-like program director.
Actually the program director is a thirty-five year old former hippy but (at the risk of
sounding uncharitable) I do not enjoy his acquaintance nor he mine.
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Hrmm, nor he mine. I prondise you I've never used that phrase in speech or writing before.

let's see...0h yes! Tt's time to crown our TCOE champion. Drum roll please...The result
was very very close. Seventeen readers voted (thank you) and they chose Bart Aikens. Okay
Bart, the honor of this journal is at stake! EVERYTHING is riding on your shouldsrs, howeva
I am supremely over-confident that you will win untold glory. Infact, I am so over-confiden
that T am going to stake the epithet "America's Premiere Game Jowmnal'', that John Caruso ’
bestowed on this 'zine way back when it first began in the late 1950s, on your success.
title. When 1 told the Prophet about the result of the voting he swore that he would shave
his head if TCOE, er, Bart I mean, does not win.. Needless to say the game will be presente
on the pages of TCOE so we can all savor the triuph we, er, Bart so richly deserves.

—-A FINANCIAL ADDRESS THAT YOU SIMPLY DO NOT HAVE TO READ! oo

During the presidential campaign I watched the tactics of owr president very closely. He
continually promised never to raise taxes, then his first act as president was to indirectly
raise taxes by closing (or proposing to close I should say) "loop-holes'" in the tax system.
Now the word loop-hole has negative connotations however, it is not a negative word. Many
loop-holes very important for keeping the over-taxed middle incone tax payer afloat.

Infact most of the loopholes being 'closed were devised by either the Reagan administration
or their Republican predacessors. 2Anyway, Reagan's first act as a second term president
wis to raise taxes despite all his promises to the contrary.

Now I realize that once again it sounds like I'm harping on the record of our president.
Why, nothing could be farther from the truth. I adumire his cffice and his ideals. I
admire them so much that I'm going to ocne up him. You may recall that in issue nurber
one T said that I would not raise the price of TCOE. Well, my fellow Americans, I've
been loosing mucho geld on this enterprise and frankly, the deficit for this 'zine is out
of control. So I am going to simultaneously create a loop-hole and then close it in
order to reduce the TCOE deficit that has gone out of control. You see when Jinmy Carter
was publisning TCOE he expanded much too quickly. He invited the Prophet into the 'zine,
he went from a digest to an open face format resulting in hier postage, he included
large maps, he wasted whole pages on covers, and he invited in numerous subzines. All
this plunged T0E into an cconowic nalaise. Well, 1've assenbled a bi-lateral commission
to study the problem and they've determined that we must pass legislation ¥& @d¥iad RAg€r#. .
er, to create a toop-hole then close it there by avoiding niy being prooved a liar in the
cyes of the rceaders who L cynically think of us ignoranl and incapable of cal Ling a spade
a spade. Or calling a price increase a price increase as the case may be.

With this in mind I am going to declare that the loop-hole in vour per issue price of TCOE
is being closed. The loop-hole I am refering to is the one by which all subscribers are
exenpt from paying their per-issue postage and handling fee of 25 cents. I close this new
loop-hole in order to make writing your checks to me ginpler...you know, easier to under-
stand. So starting Febuary first you can merely send me a check for 75 cents an issue

and not bother with the conplex process of subtracting 25 cenis per-issue for your postage
and handling exenption. All current subscribers are invited to renew prior to the deadline
even though vour subscriptions haven't run out. Now my fellow Americans, I know that sore
of you are suspicious but I close this comlex and unnecassary loop-hole to save you silly
and boring work when it comes to subscription renewal time. Welcome to Leenomics. Heh, hel
heh. Natwrally, the trully needy will still get the loop-hole anyway. Just f£ill out the
truly needy form and send it in before last issuds deadline. .  __ __ ..
TRULY NEEDY FORM:

Did you earn less than three bucks last year? YES  NO
If your answer was yes, can you docurnent that you tried to pull yourself up by yvour boot str
last year? YES NO____

If your answer was yes to the above, present ycur documentation in the white space provided
below. Please be thorough and our board will get to your documentation as soon as is

corveniant. for tham. Be svre 7o PRANT NEA?Z—)?_/OA’A)/ 5
DocomENTATION —F | — — — T : .




_____ HOBEY N G e e e

Several readers have inquired about game openings in zines other than TCOE. Here are some
addresses and names of other pecople who are currently inviting players for new games. send
them a few stamps and you'll probably get a sample issue.

NOT NEW YORK ! Paul Gardner
PO Box 60
Eugene, OR 97440

Not New York has becen around since the late fifties (just like TQOE) and is reliably run by
Paul Gardner. He has three games open so you'll probably get in one fast. 1In addition to
Diplomacy games Paul presents some outstanding left-of-center humor and a modicum of wacky
high-jinx.

LIBBERTERREAN Jim Bumpas
4405 Dillard Road
BEugene, OR 97405

You bet, we're practically neighbors. Jim usually starts a new game whenever one ends and
two ended last issue. Jim runs games on two-week deadlines so if you like Diplomacy fast
and furious this is the 'zine for you. Libberterrean is the first 'zine I subscribed to
and remains my favorite place to play.

SO I LIED Marc and Debi Peters
1814 Cameron Dr #3
Madison, WI
53711

I think SIL still has a few copenings and if it dcoesn't one of its subzines does. SIL's games
are populated by some excellent players. Along with games Marc and bebi present interesting

reading and contests. Like TCOE this one was started in the late 1950s and remains to this

day one of my very favorite 'zines.

TACKY Lu Henry
6056 Waverly
Dearborn Hieghts, ML 48127

I'm not certain that Lu has Diplomacy openings right now but, he probably will shortly. His
‘zine also houses other strategy games too numerous to mention. If you like variety in your
game diet I recomend Tacky.

FEUILLITANTIST FORUM Greg Ellis
700 Rio Grande
Austin, TX
78701

Greqg definitely has game openings. He runs a nice looking 'zine that also serves as a forum
for political debate. During the presidential race I had a great time trying to a make a
case in favor of Walter Mondale. My ocne letter drew five or six responses including one from
the editor, Greg, himself. If provoking or being provoked is up your alley (it's
definitely up mine) then FF is for you.

ELECTRIC PENGUIN John Mirassou
966 E1 Rio Drive
: San Jose, CA 95125
Definitely has game openings! EP contains some of the best rambling in the hobby. Send
John a few stamps and see what eccentricitiss arrive in your mail-box.

-



And last but not least...

THE CONNECTICUT GAMERS ' CLUB Earl whiskeyman Jr.
27 Mark st
Milford, CI' 06460

This is without a doubt one of the most efficient 'zines out there. Earl seems to use a
corputer with excellent print quality (remember I'm conputer illiterate folks) to produce
his 'zine. It comes out like cloeck-work and has gane openings for Diplomacy as well as
several other games including Source of the Nile (one of my favorites). Earl ig also testing
the Milan Diplaonacy variant in his 'zine and may very well need players for that enterprise.

Well, those are all the ‘zines T can think of that have gare openings at present.

e THE, M o e e
T INAUGURAL CAME 1984 CA PALL 1203

A (VILLANULEVA) AL Scor s. . Gre-Bul (sc), T'. Cre-Bul (so), /. bud-Ruan 2. Vie-lal, A Tyr-Vie
3 (CARDNER) T, Nwg s. Russian A. StP-Nor, F. Nth-Den, . LngS. A B«e], A, Bel H
FO(KOTT) Submitted a noble resignation. All pieces hold. Will ~Andy Clough please stand-by

or should T say take over {or this position?
(EXTROM) ¥. Nwy-Nth, F. Den s. PF. Nwy-Nth, . Hol-Bel, A. Ruh s. . Inl-Bel, A. Mun-Bur
(COUCGHLAN) A. Rom-Ven, A. A pu-Gre, . Ton <. A. Apuﬁ(]re, F'. Aeg s. Ao Apu-Gre
(KOZIOWSKT)Y A. StP-Nwy, F. Swe s. Enaglish F. Nth-Den, A. War-Gal, 2. Ukr-Rum, A. Bul-Ser,
A, Arm-Ank, T Con s, Al Arm=Ank (A, Bul and F. Con must retreat)
T (TALLMAN) A. Syr s. A. Sny, F. Ank-Con, A. Sy s. F. Ank-Con

A Q)

CENTER DISTRIBUTION

A~ Hone, Bul, @r€, Ser (5) even

E- Hore, Bel, Den, (5) plus 1

F- Home, Spa, Por (5) even

G- Home, B#Y, NaY, Hol (4) down 1

I- Home, Gre, Tun (%) add 1

R- Hone, Ank, BdY, Nor, Rum, Swe (8) plus 1, 2. or 3 depending on retreats. plus 1 definitels
plus 1 more per uanit that retreats oth

T-Xr)¢, Con, Smy (2} down 1

The deadline for Winter 1903 and Spring 1904 is January 23rd. Please avoid collect calls by
dbhserving lhe deadline and sending in orders. Three requests will result in separated seasons
indy Clouth's address is ANDY CLOUGH

11033 Barman Ave

Culver City, CA
20230 Crmon /ndy this s a pretty good position!



PRESS FOR THE INAUGURAL GAME

"Equal opportunity ally? This is London...Girlfriend???? Darn! T thought I had the home

nutber. You don't know where he is??? ‘Sheeeecit! No, no I'm only calling from Oregon.

London? That's a long story. BYE! (Half a phone call from the Paul Gardner's residence.)

MUN-BUR- Do you ever feel like a yo-yo?

@I-JOAN- T'11 bet he feels more like a free man. Now it's Andy's tum to play chief vo-

ITALY.- M- What's wrong with 5 nmrs may I ask? EspeCLally if vou are Ttaly and got vour
moves in way before the deadline? I wonder who else besides me got their moves in on

yo.

time?

GM-ITALY- The guilty party was Paul Gardner, although Kevin was virtually on time. His moves

came the day after the deadline and long before I started making calls.
AUSTRIA to RUSGIA- You are such a faithful writer. I promise to be less siovenly (stop
smir hing gm!) When? The surface temperature in hell is about 29° F right now.
GERMNANY-~LORLD~ NpW YEAR'S ?VPUIL*Y(H Ale vrite mors dip letteore.
NEW YEAR'S RESOLUTION 2: Cet TCUL orders in on fiwe.
AURKEY-RUSSTIA- Faybe next monthie..

STail~ /h/xw What more can I do? Not one lett

from the ot of you. Hot a postcard, or
pnone ,all, or a Christmas card, or anything. I declare war on all three of you. This
may convert an easy win to a less, and if thao happens I711 bLe disappointed. One of my
main motivations to playing diplonacy is receiving mail and working with other people.

&s this game demonstrates that motivation is even more important than winning to me.
GH~PLAYERS- T¥m allied with llevin in 4 zame in Libberterrean (at least I think we're

allied——just joshing,Kevin) and you can bet 1f11 be sending a few more scribblings east
after reading that press,

Ste.P= ENGLAND & ITALY~ I apologaze to bLoth of you for calling you non-writers, especially

cnaland since I didn't acknowledpge a4 letter lLie wrote to ue concerning this pame.

ROME-MOSCOW- Uh, my letter to vou, that no else bothered to write, should mean something!

Why should we Italians be Iorced to compete with all these non-writers? T also will no

quadruple my phone Lill Ly trying to call you at all those numbers! It you want the
Italian aid you nced, you can call me at...vell, you can find it via information....

Eﬁ"fﬁY;ﬁf That is 1f you have any luck undersitsuding what the southern information operat

is saahhyyin'. -

T
StoP- sNCLAND & TTALY- Heep those cards and letters coming, guys. You've both earned an

er

i for your convenience, the lemphis 5ﬂfor ation number is 1-201-555-1217%7.
AN

alliance with me...I'l1l work hard Lo carn an alliance with each of you over the next year

AUSTRIA-ITALY- Perhaps T'11 have more than your einity after you see my noves.
Ij LL"";\

ITALY - YGIJH\J» L wouldn't trade you''that""Tor Dheloium.,

FRONCH PLAYRER- Careful andy, I think Gary is alr

STRIA- You have used and abused ne.

D

Bresté.

ITALY-TLRE Y- Vho's in deep shit?

CM AGATN- Careful Gary, if it hadn't been fer o vintape Villanueve miscue, 1t could have
been —y'\.w:. being asked the above.

1TALY -

J( 1".N«-|4

(udf/ already tas) any possibility of petting all the rlayers in this game plus the gm

-

Hy vote for TCOL champlon can be for nene other than...BART ATKENG!H!

GM- 8o far the em, Itoly, Jurkey, and <opland re ai! definite.  Austria could be likely
with a litrle pressure. Germanv...naturallye Lew if we can all lay sone pressure on

Hevin and indy...
ITALY=SHFDANY, EHGLS
KIEL~ROME- How do you like your

J, AUSTE L’-,,

ady making references about your

{fONE Y'all remember thot Leprecon will ba fiarch 153-17. llake your reservations now!

[i¥e]

Le in Gregon in bHarch!! Watch cut!l!

“U;EFEMJUAN— At Church's fried c}”cken in hempnis 1 think he always orders three pieces of

dark meat. I learncd that on one of his tapes. iHowever, he didn't say anything about |

legs.

ITALY-GH~- I newvvalh ovall take back the things 1 say, or oﬂ( 't osay them in the first place.
GM~JUAN=- Ckay, he scems satisfied with the three fried picces of dark meat. I'll bring the

corn on the cob.

fﬁ
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BART_AIKENG

i S T (‘;{x-é?”'“"‘ ’W‘?’yﬁ
SCREED
g??@a My
TCOE'S official subzine
No. | January 1985

" 1 . T
Don 1 quote what he says, say what Je means !

“Barry Goldwater Tor President sapporter to o jouruianiist, 1964
f MBLE:  Reach for your diclionarics, if's Screed, the appendapge o

America's premier game journal that dares to promise abasolutely nothing
in the way of a regular lformat, My acrival al that editorial decision

had lews to do with resalve and had evervihing to do with indecisiveness.
AU any rate, lest T waste move space rantinge aimlessiv, et me thank ih()so
ot you devoted TCOE readers whose votes catapulted me doto the prostioe-
tilled oftice ot TCOE champion. 1 vow to uphold this cwinent journal s
untarnished reputation tor verbosity, frivolity and a scnse of high ad-
venlure (the criteria established by TCOI publisher Michael Lee). On the

Pirst two conuts Thove can be ono doubl s Lo my qualibicattonsy jnst keep

Peading the prose style and content ol Dorecds Ac Tor asenne ol hiph ad-

venture——well, | orecently campaigned for o polbiticicg who once supported

. . ‘ . o
federal funding ol an experiment designed to yaupe people’s reactions upon

seeing an octopus in a bavavard”; 14 that docsn't sway the skeptics, [ don't

s
<

know what will.

AN ENDORSEMENT: | of ficially endorses Mike Ehii for labby Sex Ghod
ht incumbent Tally Tallman, slug molester of Seattle. 1've

over overweiy
or o long time--since onr days al Duon }-L‘wment:/ary School--

known Mike
and believe me, 1 know Umt being named Hobby Sex Ghod would be the icing
on the cake for this amiable prodigy.

\ YR . 1A il [ i) .
AGRIPI: 1 despise 0 when people say "acrossoed. hat s not oaoword at
1 14 « . R .
albty the word o "acranss™ and b oemphasise the spething Tor the benel it ol
i - A LA - . H v L
the extremely donorant . "Acvoss™ bas oo divect telalionshin Lo Morossed )

so I odon't see how the hybrid word "acrossed"” can be prodaced i good in-

prIistic conscience,

A BIT OF TRIVIA FROM TRIVIAL PURSUIT: T cont sy oo 70 "lis popul
vame that is fast becoming the objert of scoin of seaconed gamers
I'm oot a dichard fan, let we say that in m defense. Heve's the trivias
what 's Henry Nissivger's favorite game?  Diplomacy, of course!

A DEFINTTION:  What does Mapologetics' mean?  Curiously, ii's "that branch

ol theology having to do with the defense and proofs of Christianity' (17)

’ !

T . - P N N . [N, A 3 H N ) ‘
Please forward correspondence to Screcd, CE29 il teroest , Towa City, 1A 952242

o

Democrat Tom Harkin, Yormerly ol the U.8. House ol Represental ives, now U.S.

Senator [rom lows.
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