1'M TIRED OF BEING SMALL-TIME! LET'S CALL THIS ISSUE
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Tenth Volume, Sixteenth Issue 15th February 1986

In 1836, a North Carolina tobacos farmer wan very dlsmayed to find
that s hog had devoured hie entire orop. He was extremely angry, and hin
responpe created the firat case of smoked ham in history....

Thanks, Robert (W, Greisr, Jr.). And, hammy or not, this is COLTA-
GUANA, Awmerica'e premisre reduced-to-7h% journal of postal Diplomacy and
inmignificant impropriety, published by Conrad ¥, von Metzke, 4374 Donald
Avenue, San Diego, CA 92117-3813, USA. For those of you who don't know
how to writs, but yhoge mommies taught them how to diel, the telephone
rings 1f you pueh the following buttone (preferably in order}): (619)
276-2937. If you punch these numbers while I'm at work, you'll be un-
pleagantly surprised to discover that I aln*t home, If I aln*t, you
may - 1f you must - call me at work at (619) 273-4830 or 273-t208.
Confine thoss numbers to despersation cnly, pleass. Hy normal work
hours ars 6:30-3:30 Pacific time, I do not guarantee to be in the
office when you call., and I will definitely be off Wednemsday the 10th,
Thursday the 27th, and Friday and Saturday the 7th/Bth.

If you publiegh, I trade. All-for-all, wot? If you don't publish,
I charge money, Ses next paragraph, If you want to pley in a pame,
firat you gotta subscribe. Than you gotta tell ss. BPut you do not
gotta mend more money, because the only game feeg I charge are that you
keep your subscription current. Or, to put it anothar way: 1If yon
sub (or trade), you are more than welcome in any game upeniﬂg I offer,
at no additional cost. :

COSTAGUANA 1= a publicatien of (irendel Fress Internationel.

GREEDY INCREASE IN FEES. That last issue brought me up short, Do you
have any ides what that bastard cost me? Postage (in U.5.) S6c. Printing
18a. Total SEVENTY-FOUR CENTS PER COPY. And I charged you twenty-twol
Well, okay, last issus was apeciml. Extra-large, ang all that.
S0 let's assume a normal issue. Postage and printing would atill cost
me about 50¢ per cop¥. That means that wy current 22¢-per fee 18 nub-
gtantially less than half the actual cost. Well,.the fact is T can't
afford that. S50 the ratea just went up: From this moment on, the price
of COSTAGUANA is fifty cents U.8. per lssoue.
Howevert
1. All current pubs will he honorad mt the current price.
2, For a limited time, new nubm (or renewals) will be taken
at the old rates - 22¢ per issue in increments of ten, Tell your friends,
if any. This offer expires on the date that Vol. 10 No. 18 ir printed,
i.e. 29th March 1986,




CUOSTAGUANA GAME OFENINGS

At this time, two games are open in these
pages:

1. Ragular Diplomacy. Hobhody on-list,
seven wantaed.

2, JINAD, Ddck Vedder's variant baged on
the period of the Crucades is now open for takers.
Rules and map will eemg forth next lsaue. Nobody
on the liat {how could there be, I just announced
the opening!).

INTERESTING ODDITY

1f you have nsighbors whoe refuse to restrain
their dogs, note the proven method used in
Sarawak. The only trouble is, it's normally the
ownars who ought to be shot, not the dogs....

NEW TYFPENRITER

Blow darts
cause stir

KUALA LUMPUR, —
Dug-catchers who shool
sirays  with blowpipes
have stoked 5 row In S3-
rawak where rcsidents
compiain lheir poisoned
daris ar¢ dangerous.

The weekly Bomco
Bulkctin said pazents in
Bintuh in the cazt Malay-
sisn state feared children
might be shot instead, as
buaters aned with the
anciend  tribad  weapon
chased dogs rom trucks.
— Sapa-Reuter.

For the foreseeable future, COSTAGUANA will have to be typed on my un~
godly Smith-Corcha electric, which ls a second-rate machlne but has the
virtue of working properly. My pet, the Olympla Standard, has developed
a quirk that I can't ssem to get fixed. As the paper feeds through, line
by line, the paper twists slightly, so that by the time we finish a page

the mper is at a slgnificant canter. It logks ridiculous,

The machine

hxs been in shop twilce now, and no uck, The answer now is to have 1t
"re-rubbered” - which will cost $50. T ain't got the cash just now, aso

unill I do, we live with this backup typer.

TRIVIA TIKE

A few odditles and fun items for you; no prizes, but try them anyway.

1. Nobody responded last time, so I'1l try agaln.

(C'mon, Coughlan.)

Cne of the relgning European monarchs durlng World War I 1s sti)l alive to-

day. Name this person.
2. How do you pronounce “Sarawak?™

J+ Which welgha more, a pound of feathers or & pound of gold?
4, A chilld playing on the beach had 6 1/6 sandpiles in one place. and
3 1/4% 1n another place. If the kid put thea all together, hoW many sand-

plles would he have?

%« The English lan%ua.ge recognlzes fourteen specific marks of punctua-
H

tion. HName them all, o falr looking them up....)
6. How do you pronounce ¥ O L I X ?

There...was that enough fun for this tiger

MARX BERCH DEFT.

Concerning the iog.‘lc questions printed two lssues ago, and ‘answered'

last time, Mark has these comments:

“With regard to the change of ((a nurse’s)) schedule that won't work
because it results in a double shlft, all 1 can say is yvou've never been
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married to A nurse who worked rotating shifts. I have. There's nothlng extra-
ordinaxy about such a schedule, and Mona from time to time had to work deuble
shifts, I suppose a very strong union mlght take up such a cause, but usually
they have higher-priority things to deal wlth.

"{(Ae for the cup of coffee)), the diner didn't know he had the same cup.
Ths walter mlght have poured tha coffee through a tea-stralner to remove the
fly. Seme coffee, but a differsnt cup....”

{(4ell, Mark, 1 must concede to your overvhelming expertise. I have not
been married to a nurse of any varlety, to be sure, However, my mother was
ona of those things, and she has indeed told me of her not-1nfrequent double
shifts, Shs has also polnted out, however, that for some years the trend In
competent hoapitala has been away from such things, simply because anybody
having to work 16 hours stmight 1s a poor risk In the event of a medical
emergency., And with the current state of medlcal malpractice litigation, 1'd
ventures that "exhauatlon™ shifts are virtual, If not actual, history,

({As to cups of coffee, replete with flles, I suppose that if Mona is busy
working double shifts, and Mark can't get any In the usual way, he may as well
get it by pulling sewmantics, Yeés, Mark, I reallze that the diner may not have
had the same artifact of china. But let us carry this one step further: Isn't
1t also possible that 1t masn't even the same walter, or even the same dlner?
Rovhers In the puzzle that Y =aw, did it specify that thes walter or the diner
was not & twint Perhapa we should conslder this scenarios 1In this restaurant,
twe diners whe happened to be twins, separately complalned of fly-rldden coffee.
The two waiters, who also were twlne, got together in the kltchen and merely
scooped the Tlies away and txchanged cupe, Bul meanwhile, the twln dlpers had,
for unknosn Yeasons, exchanged tables....)})

SON OF MARK BEWCH DEPARTMENT (("BERCH II"))s "I very much appreclate the
plug, and was delighted w1th your reprint, and the follow-up story ({on child
restraining meats)). 1'm surprised that you, who arxe so careful with words,
would call what you did “blatant plaglarisam,” That requires that cone attempt
to pass off somecne elsa's writing as one's own, which lan't vhat you were
doing at all.”

({0kay, goddamnit, so I got the wrong word. So, sue mel Clven my recent
histeory, I was probably drunk as a skunk ag I typed those 1lnes. In my present
reformed incarmatlon, I'd undoubtedly have sald "Implied copyright Infringement,”
or scmething as pompous, The fact remalns that I swiped your artliele without
permission. Do I understand you correctly, that you don't object that I thleved
your writing? Gee,..you must agree with me, then, that continued harping on
child restraints mlight actually influence someone to change thelr ways, amd
prevent some poor tyke from flying headlong inte a windshleld!

({Maybe 1t ia worth putting it this way: A decent child restraining
seat can be gotten for as 1ittle ma $25. Do you really want to take a chance
on leaing your kid merely because you were to cheap to spend that amount, or
too lazy to use 1t?

({Later in the 1ssuve, Nathy Byrme will kick In her 2¢ Worth....))}

LA AR L RENEN NEERERNENENERRENNNESEERENEEEERER AR NEERLAEA R LEENELLEERNBENLNEERERESEEEEERNESR)

ROSS DEFARTMENT: The other evenlng, Jean and Ross #ere playlng an old ghme,
¥here they made a 1list of letteras of the alphabet, and ancther llst of “cate-
gorles,” and then took tumns thinking up things in each category that started
with each letter. FEventually they got to "parts of the bolly,™ and the letter
was "D". Jean thought for a while, and Tinally =aid, "I can't come up with
ohe, cah You?" And Ross consldered for a time, then swidenly breke owt In
playful smllez and sald, “How about ‘Da Noze?'™



IN MENORLAN

Feelings are scmetimes llke 1ittla amcebasj unknowlng and unwilling porters,
we carry them arcund until a moment of wnhappy confluence occurs, and we are
sWept suddenly into a fever.

¥e have been suffering a natlionwide epidemic of grief) collectively, we
have broken out into a sweat, Psychologists, Interviewed within hours after the
space shuttle CHALLENGER dematerialized before ocur eyes, warned of a delayed
enctlonal reaction that some persons would experlence, Like many vlewsrs, quite
bogzled by the paradox of watching death 'live’ on television, I dutifully noted
the psycholegists® admonitions, then dismissed them as applicable to othexs but
not to me. But suddenly, the generalization becams unexpactedly personalj feellngs
I never suspacted, surfaced; and, I am sure - as the theyapists pointed out -
that I am not alone. So I am writing about myself, confident that I'a alsc
writing for many others who have been, or are about to be, ambushed by emotlon.

I first realized that my feéelings were going to bushwhack me while at a
nelghborhcod delicatessan, when an acquaintance aade a weak attempt at gallows
bhumor - not worth repeating - about the shuttls disaster. The dell’s owner, a
young man with a Ph,D, 1n chemlstry, began talking about the volatllity of
ligquid hydrogen and oxygen, especlally together. Conversatlon turned to the
1967 fire that killed three astronauts on the launch pad, It was not an un-
Teeling discussion - histerical, a blt clinical, perhaps - but suddenly 1t was
too much. My stomach pulled into a knot. Breathing became dlfficult. There
was the sensation of a finger pressing in on my larynx. A mild bui frightening
tightening began in the middle of my chest. In short, I had most of the syaptoms
of a cardiac event., It was anxlety, sweeping me Into a faver,

T excused myself hastily, and once I was in the fresh alr, the aymptoms
lifted, :

By the time ] was home, ABCs Peter Jennlngs was showing a young glrl
brenking down at her school desk as she tried to express her sorrow. Another
brave young girl from Christa McAullffe's school read a poem. By the emd of
the news, I wag an emotlonal wreck. Jennings 41dn't look much better.

I knew then what I Was experiencing - a profound sense of loss. But what,
really, had 1 lost?

It seems most unprofessional to Wrlte about feellnga. It almost seems
unprofessional even to adalt having feelings. After all, as journalists, we
look at the who, what, where, why, when; we are dlstrustful of the emctlonal,
sensitlzed to charges of exploltation of tragedy. Moxeover, we ayre pald to
sublimate our parsonal reactlons to 1ife whlle replicating as faithfully as
possible the experlences and fesllngs of others. Thls is, after all, why we
are referred to as & “medium” of print or broadcast - we are, as Webster puts
it, "an ntervening thing through which a force acts or an effect is produced.”

Well, together we journallsts may be a “thing,” but individually we are
humans. And just as 1t took a poor-taste crack to snap this individual inte
avareness of hls loss, so 1t took a casual comment by another friend to clarify
Just what that loss ls.

As these Words were struggling Into being, a ferelign colleague telephoned,
Would 1 like to see a movle? Ho, I need to Wwrlte about a tragedy affecting me
in inexplicable #ays. This surprised her. She could not imagine her fellow
fermans havlng the same reactlon,

Finally, I understood. Of course Germans, or nearly anybody else, would
have a different reaction to such & loss, When Challenger blew up, seven humap
belngs who personified our best image of ourselves slmply evaporated. Thelr
flery demise hlt a major cultural nerve: We still identify ourselves as
Ploncers.
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I had thought that was an overused ciiche. But, thinking about these
saven people blasting off inte the unknown - Indeed, into eternity - made me
think of the many milllona of Awericans, ay family inciuded, who pave up every-
thing they had ever loved to endure unimaginable hardship during voyages to a
lapd that was only a dream. Many never made 1t. And like these forbears, the
astronauta dled a quintessentlally American death - knowlngly risking the com-
forts of the present for the promizes of tomorrow. It was self-sacrifice In
pursult of a vision,

That 1es what many Americans have done, or want to do. It is restless,
adventurcus, courageous, ldeallstlc...maybe even s llttle excessive, even
allly, It is American ln the best sense.

And as I locked at the official photograph of the group, knowing that 1t
would be flashed around the world, I saw pone black, one Asian-American and two
women| several Ghristlans, and a Jew. Then I imagined this plcture on tele-
vision in countries where we are percelved as an evil force, and I felt a spectal
pleasure,

This 18 the America I know can exist, It 1s the Amerlca that much of the
world at111 vants to belleve In, We bhave lost seven irreplaceable people, but
I think it 1s worth noting that in thelr deaths, they have glven us back a
wonderful gift - a portralt of our people at thelr very best.

~ Franclp J. Morlarty
RONALD McNAIR RICHARD SCORER CHRISTA McAULIFFE ELLIS(N ONIFUKA

ICHARL, SMITR JUDY RESNIK CRECORY JARVIS
FHELELIEE PP i rrii i rrrlirireriiry

INTERESTING TRONY DEFARTMENT: Some good friends who llve in Virginla, and who
Xnow well my intsrest in musiec but have no 1dea that I'm an alccholic, sent mo
a moat pointed birthday card:

*Tou'll be thrilled to know that, on his birthday,
Beethoven #as dolng exactly the same thing you're
doing oh your birthday...."

"onefinishing 1= 5th.”

w = m M @ W Em m & & wm = s R WS = = = - [ m omEm  mm W

Bob Thaves

WATH ANY Luck,
ITLL. HAPPEN ON
A MONDAY ANP

I WON'T EVEN
~ NOSTICE.

i s mg Tramnss 1-44
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THE TLEASURE IS MINE: I have the honor to 1ssue the followlng report on my
friend John Walker:

It would appear that he plans to live., That's vather nice, because hls
wife seems a very pleasant lady on the ‘phone, and I really don't want to have
to buy her a sympathy card. Fortunately, John lets me know that I don't have
toeee.

There ls, however, a fly 1n the coffee - er, olntment. In order to make
absolutely certaln that John will be with us a mlte longer, hls doctors have
proposed a serles of radlation treatments - because, you see, the 'lump® that
John told us about was 1n fact mallgnant. ©n thls basis, John will need a bit
of a vacation. Radiology certalnly doea its job, but it has one major sids-
effect: It 1s absolutely exhausting!?

Accordingly, the standbys appointed for John's games will take over for
{rcugh guess} tha next two or three moves, at whilch polnt I antleclpats seeling
the Terrible Texan back agaln. In additlon, John's own publication, THE ALAMOC
CITT TIMES, 1s taking the same vacatlon that John 1a, He has two games golng,
cne regular and one ‘Cunboat, ' and - effectlve next issue - they will contlnus
under my management in COSTAGHANA until such time as John is able to take them
back., 1 hope that's soon, and not for my sake, either....

The blggest catch to thls is that I'm playing in the ‘Gunboat® game! TYup,
I must confess, I am the infamous French Admiml, Antclne "Puffa-Puffa®™ de
Grasse! Of course I cannot legltimately contlnue to play under these con-
ditlons, and I have therefore reslgned my poslilon as France and found a new
player (thanks, Person "X'} to assume my duties. I reserve the right, however,
to continue my press serles unabated....

It seemed best this way. 1 could, I suppose, have scrounged up a Guest
Gamesmaster to adjiudicate the thing, thua allowing me to coatinue to play.

But that would take time, and might be awkward. Also, it would ba a dead
giveaway; the only possible reason for finding a Guest GM would be that I
was in the thing, and that would pretty well destroy the peint of the game.

And we will (sorzry John) temporarily re-name the games in accordance
with my COSTA scheme, The regular game, 1979J% (Honest to God, s this thing
really seven years old?), becomes 'The Misshapen Meerkat,' and the Gunboat
game, 1983rb32, resumes life as 'Richard M. Jehnsen.'

John will be back., Count on it. Until he is, I presume to speak for
all of us who inhabit these pages: May your recovery be pleasant, and may
you visit your sins upon our houses very quickly agaln.

LA Tr it iryrriir i rrrrrrrry

I UAD THE HOWOR, the other evenlng, of delivering a speech in honor of my gocd
friend, Tlana Myslor. She 1s both a 'buddy’ and a brilliant musician, and she
has been my acconpanist 1n all my auslcal endeavors throughout ny “career.
The local Jewish Community Center held a dinner in her honor (thereby naming
her "Muslclan of the Year™), and my function Was to marrate a slide-show on
the theme “The Life of Ilana Mysior."™ 1 Was given 2 prepared text, but I was
thoroughly uncomfortable with it, s0 1 tore it to shreds and worked my own.

It was a most wonderful few minutes. Ilana Well deserves her tlme 1n the
sun, and T was moat pleased and proud to have been a part of it. She seemed
pleased, too, as did her husband and her mother - and that, after all, ls what
I was there for.

And as I concluded that evenlng: "Tlana, we love you," Indeed we do....



?
TWO NEW GAME START3

Within the last fewm days I've iseied notification that tswo new COSTAGUANA
games are now under way. The first is a regular game, "The Convoluted Casso-
wary,” with the following 1ineupi

Ay Evans Glvan; E: Robert D'Donnelll F: larry Botlmery G: Michael
Pustiiniky I+ Robert Grelery Ry Ron Browng T: Mellnda Holley,

The deadlire for this Was set for COSTA {0/18, on 29th March $986.

L] L} L] L] L] - - [ ] ] - [ ] [ ] L] * [ ] [ ] L] . [ ] » - - L ]

Secondly, the Cunboat varlant is under way. This will be dubbed "Schuyler
Colfax,” and - Inasmuch as negotlation 1s not required - the Spring 1901 dead-
11ne was announced for next issuve, March 8, 1986.

* = = & 4 & = s &k # & % 4 & w & ¥ ¥ F p » + A& 2 H B 5 4 & & ¥ & % 3 3
For any who care:

A cassowary 1z a large Tlightlesa bird of Australla, rather simllar and
¢losely related to the emii and ostrich, albelt rmather fatter than the former
and shorter than the latter {an emu with a hula skirt is about right), of
the threes, they have the least powerful kick and the slowest run - but don't
be fooled, the klck can still ¥411 you and they can easily eutrun any Olymplan
on earth.

Schuyler Celiax - well, et the Encyclopsedia Amerdcana tell 1t:

"Rorn New York City, March 23, 1823; died Mankato, Minnesota, January i},
1885, He removed iIn 1836 to Indjana, where in 1845 he acqulired a newspaper at
South Bend, whith he made ths most influential Whig Journal in the district,
He was a delegate to the Whig conventiona of 1848 and 1852; was elected to
Congress in 1B5% by the newly-formed Republican Party and re-elected until
1869, being thrice chesen Speaker; and in 1868 he was elected ¥ice-President
of tha Uinited States, in Grent's firast term, Implicated - unjustly, as he
apd his friends claimed - in the CQredit Mobiller scandal of 1873, he spent
the remainder of his 1life in politiml retiremant, naking public appearances
only on the lecture platform.”

Now if only some of the political crooks of our day, 1lke Tricky Dick,
would have the decency to retlre....

- - - - - - - - - - = - - = - - - = - - N - - - - - -

AND A THIRD OHE READY TO GO

The (llne 9-Man variant 1s also apparently filled: wa're only walting
nov¥ on a couple of siragplera for preference )lista. 1 should have the 1lsts
to you within the week.

Ny

ROSS JOKES:
¥here do you hang a plcture of a cow? (*wnes-00x ® W)

¥hat do yon do with a preen parrot? (*edtx 1973 17 187)
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GAME 19841 - Winter 1907 ("“The Extroverted Emu"})

It locks like John Walker will be back, but not for a short while. In the
meanWhlla, I deeply appreciate Paul Rauterberg's agreement to continue the German
game on Joehn's behalf,

The P~ dmw 1s kaput, Note that Matt Fleming s now living at 4158 Monona
Dr., Madlson, WI 53716-1662. This Just so happens to be the same house that
Paul Ranterberg lnhabits; I learned of thls awkward situvation about nine hours
after the last 1ssue was malled, At the time, I theught 1ittle of ity Jehn
was almosi certainly comlng tack right away, and besides, both Paul and Matt
ara honorable people....

But now I wonder. Jchn, in his statement printed last lasue, has made his
intantions quite clear. But - is this really falr to Davld? and, will Bill
Quinn declare thls game lrregular becauss of thls ‘roommate' problem?

And so, just to be decent about it, I am asking the gquestion of both David
and Bill: Under the eclrcumstances, do you mind? If you do, for any reason,
pleasa feel free to #ay so. I solemnly Dledge not to reveal which of you ob-
Jected, nor the reason for doing se. If an objection is tepdered, I will simply
switch standbys; I know Paul will understand. (He called and brotght 1t up
in the first place.)

Srring 1908
The bullds wepye: FRA: f mar. GER: a kle, a ber.

AUSTRIA {Flerce), a_con-bul. a bud {s) tri-vie. 2 bul-rum. a tri-vie.
a alb-trl. a amm-sev. a_vie-tyo. f adr-ven. f gre-lon.

FRANCE (Fleming): a ple-tyo. a tyo-vle. a lvp {h). a ven-irl, a bur {h).
f mar-lyo. f sid-eng. f map-lon. f lon-eas. f rom-tyn. f lon {h}.

GHRMANY {Walker, per Rauterberg): a ruh (h). a rum (s} gal-bud. a ukr {s)
rum. a sev-arm. a gal-bud. a boh {(s) FRE tyo-vie. a m;n {8) ber-sil.
a sll-gal. a kie (hj. a ber-sil. f bel-hol. f nwg (5) edi. £ edi
(h). f nth (&) edi.

If thls game were a Sam Feckinpah movie, the Austrlap amy Vienna would
be splattered all over the wall in little red gobbeta. There aln't no retreats.

Fall 1908 moves are due Saturday, March 8, 1986, I'am requesting standby
moves for Germany from Blaly (lusack., 1208-1375 Prince of Wales Dr., Ottawa,
Ontario, CANADA K2C 3L5; these moves will ba used only in the event that
{a} elther David or B11l balks at Paul's presence, AND (b) John is not back
yet.

The press are llmlted to silence.

—— e mE e e mwm EEE _m e am . W ek Sk EmEm B EEE L o T Em e o EmEm B, e Emtm EmEm o

THE STAKDHY LIST

consists at the moment in the following: Baumelster; Fleming: J.Walker;
D.Brown; Rauterberg; L.Henry: Gorhami Waltersi Achaeson; Minshall; Hoffman;
Pustilalk; Cusack.

0f these, the fellowing have indlcated that they prefer to serve only in
enmergencles, or for "throwaway"” positlons: Baumelster; D.Brown; Minshall;
Hoffnan; Pustilnik,

11 anyhody wishes to wake changes Lo the above Infomation, please adelse,
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GAME 1983CL - THE SUICIDAL SUNI - Fall 1909
The retreats werer RUS a sil-pruy TUR f ion-gre.

ENGLAND (Bakken): f lvp (k). £ lon (s) FRE eng-nth. f bal-den,

FRAMCE (Rauterberg): a ail-muyn. a kle {g) sil-mun, a ber (s) sil-wun, a bur
(s) s11-mun. a mar {h). f eng {8) nth-lon. F nth-lon. [ hol (s) Kkle.
f cly-edl. { mid-nat. And also, an order for a nonexlstent  edl.,,.

JTALY (Baker): a apu-alb, f nap () lon. f don (c) mpu-alb. f tun (5) ton.

RUSSIA (E.Henyy):s a pru (s) mun-ber. a boh (s) tyo-mun, a tyo-mun, a nwy-
#¥e, A moh-ber. f nat-1vp. f hel-kle.

TURKEY {Hnger;t a ven (s) alb-apu, a tri Ea; ven., a alb-apu., A amy-con.
f aeg () eas-Jon, f rum (b), £ sev (h). f adr (c) alb-apu, f eas-
lon. f gre (=) eaa-lon.

Retreats: French = ber annlhilated; English £ lon to wal, yor or o.t.b.
Builds/removals may be conditional on thls retreat.
Fascimating switcherve there 1n Albania/Apulls, eh?

FLEASE MOTE TWO, COUNT THEM TWO, CHANGES OF ADDRESS:

E? Henry, 31507 106th Flace, S.E., No. S-207
Auburn, WA 98002-3084

Ken Hager, DOB Magnolia Ave., No. 6
Pasadena, CA 911064609

And the retreat, builds and removals are dve SAT., March B, 19B66.
CENTRES 1

Ei 2t lvp, den. Remove one.

Fi 11: par, bre, mar, sm, por, bel, hol, kie, mun, lon, edl. Build two.
I+ 3+ rom, nap, twn. Remove one,

Rt 7: atp, mos, war, ber, swe, nwy, vie, Even.

T1 11+ con, smy, ank, mer, rm, bul, ser, gre, bud, trl, ven. Huild one.

MADISON TO JAMUL: Long time no seel Really, it's great to be back., You've
got a great 1ittle 'zinet

JAMUL TO MADISOM: “"Little?™ “LITTLE?” Okay, buster, next time I put out a
tiny Mi-pager, you get to typel

{Actvally, I was hoping we'd cross paths apgain; I rather enjoyed your
presence ocur last time 'round. Anybody who comes up with ‘Arick’ therehy
giving his kid a "normal name with a twist” s worth knowing....)}

JAMUL TO WoRLD: Did I tell you yet that "Jamul® 1s my dateline? If you
see 1t, it means I (Conrad) wrote 1t, It's just the name of a 11ttls town
near San Diego where I used to live. Pronounced "Ha-MOOL."

RUSSIA TO WOR T+ 1'm =t11] around. At least the pleces of me are,

JAMULs Well,,,not exactly. My son just knocked over the gane box, amd there
are three of your fleets down under the basebpards....
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B(Mic 10> FARIS: Thanks for nothing. I only regret that my last stand agalpst
Turkey 15 golng to win the game for you,

ROME TO CONSTANTINOELE: You are golng to have to flght for every lnch you
advance through the Med,

JAMUL: Yeah, but wateh that guy; glve hlr an ipch and..,.

ap #4 aa wa gp aw anw #41 wwmsvadpldaagveid b hbd pamp b FEA TN a g 4F TEF O EFF 44 BN O+
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DigCos at MaryCon '8

DipCon at MaryCon *86 is a three-day Diplomacy and Diplomacy
variant tournament, Friday, May 30 through Sunday, June 1, on the
campus of Mary Washington College In Fredericksburg, VA {50 minutes
south of Washington, D.C. on interstate 95 - ground transportation
avallable hourly from Washington National Alrport). Those unable to
arrive before Saturday can still participate in DipCon, the annual
national Diplomacy championship, by selecting pipCon (option #2). A
minimum of two rounds of Diplomacy must be played to be eliglble for
Ist, 2nd, or 3rd place plagues, or the seven "best country” trophles,

Friday events: variMaryCon {(Diplomacy variant tournament},
Tournament of Champions (one-round tournament for 7 top placers of
past MaryCons), first round DIipCon {standard Diplomacy tournament,
run by the national DipCon administrative committee)}, round table
seminar with Allen Calhamer {inventer of Diplomacy), and open gaming
beer party. Saturday events: additlional rounds DipCon, DipCon Society
meeting (which will select the site of 1987 pipCon), and open gaming
beer party. GSunday events: final round DipCon, and ewards ceremony.

For additional Information on travel, schedule, or other matters,
contact MaryCon at the address below (see form), or contact Ken Peel,
8708 First Ave. #T-2, Silver Sprimng, MD 20910, tel.# (301) 495-2799%.

PRICE PACEAGES INCLUDE!:
VariMaryCon® (May 30} lunch, dinner, beer party, lodging;
(May 31) breakfast,

VariMaryCon {local) (May 30) lunch, dinner, beer party.
DipCon {option §1) (May 20) dinner, evening beer party, lodging;
{Hay 31) breakfast, lunch, dinner, be¢r party, lodging:

{June 1} breakfast, lunch.

DipCont (ogtlon lzi (May 31) lunch, dinner, beer pary, lodging:
uhe reakkast, lunch.

DipCon {local) (May 31) lunch, dinner, beer party; {June 1) lunch.

*Thoae attending both VariMaryCon and DipCon should select
"variMaryCon™ and "DipCon {option §2}.* Total cost = $87.

—— P R R e e e e e P L o e e g e Ty T = = Tk - = 7 T = A - T - ——— T

NAME: { ) variMaryCon*......... $15
{ ) var{MaryCon (local)..$20
ADDRESS ¢ { ) DipCon (option 91)...577
{ ) DipCon* {option #2}..852
{ ) pipCon (locall....... $32
TEL. #: Total enclosed: §

MAKE CHECK PAYABLE TQ "MARYCON,"™ AND MAIL TO:

MaryCon "86
1309 Hanover Street
Fredericksburg, virginia 22401

NOTE: Every effort will be made to room you with the person(s) of
your choice. All rooms are double occupancy and are connected
to ancther room (total of 4 persons). Sheets and pillow cases
are provided. You must supply your own blankets.
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CAME 1984C - The Distraught Dingo - Ker-BOOM!

well, folks, the end has arrlved. The draw proposal (to Include England,
Cormany, Russla and Turkey) has passed "unanimously” - 1n other words, at least
one of you voted yes, and nobody voted no.

I will be pleased to print any end-game statements that any of you care
to submit; just have them to me my next 1ssuve (March 8). At that time I will
also print what I can in the way of a game summary. (As 1t standa, ] have
ne records of the game under Rody I can only summarlze 1ts hlstory under my
brief tenurs. If any of you has past records, I'd be deeply grateful for a
summary - supply centres by year plus player history - or, 1f you're too busy
for that, then the loan of the game history will be fine. 1'll pay postage.
Both ways.)

With the next lssue, the subscriptions of Don Del Grande, Melson
Helntzman and Stephen Wllcox will run out. If you've any interest in fixing
that, noW's your chance.

And, for now, let me conclude with the French press for this (unplayed)
Sgasont

BREST TO JAMUL: I've heard that 19624 was a S-player game, How, then, can it
be 19024 1f it's a variant? .

JAMUL TO BREST: Well, last lssue the "mystery™ of 19624 was explainedj it had
seven players but never got anywhere, But you still ask a valld questions

How can a five-player game have a Boaydman number 1f it's a varlant? {John
Boapdman's very filrst games, 1963A - which, as 1 explained last time, is the
real flrst-ever postal game - was, In fact, a flve-player gane.)

Apnswery It 1sn't a varlant at alll It 1s, rather, an “irregular™ regular
game, 1.8. a regular game played under tha rulebook but with zome special
circumstance that distingulshes It from your every-day, rum-of-the-mlll seven-
player game.

In 1967, we were all operating under the original {1959) edition of the
fiulebook, That set of rules specifically set forth that, 1f only slx players
were available, the game would use the normal board with Turkey (and Bulgaria)
eliminated; if only five could be found, Russia would alao be elimimated; and
so forth, doWn through three playera, Until such time as the rulebook was
roviged, all games (there were several) involving fewer than seven players
were glven Boardman numbers and classified as "iiregular" standard ganes.

Thus 1s 196 so listed.

AE g& EBES BA 48 4B A% 4% Sk dgddEyid ) IAFINASHEEIRS AR kA S w4 A I A W R

FAANK AND ERMEST Bob Thaves

Those In the
kaow ass hie
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THE POTATO CONMECTION

It's a fact of 1lifes Some countries are musically "civilised,’ others are
not, There are enough slgnlificant classical musicians from Austrla, Gemmany,
Italy and Russla to f111 several volumes; but, in the converse sense, there are
some countries not represented at all, and others reprezented only sparsely,

If you ask me to name (e.g.) an Austrian composer alive in (e.g.) 1790,

I will use every sheet of paper In this house, If you ask me to name (s.g.)
an Irish one, T will put my entire 11st - in large capitals - on the back of
the stamp with which I fxank the envelope.

in the history of musle, only one ~ count thea, one - Irlsh composer has
achleved stature as a "major' flgure. He was a man who, in many laportant ways,
was & typleal - even stereotyplical - Irlshmant He had red halr; he was a drunk;
he was a wes tad “wild" in the scheme of things) and he left us a brace of
muzsical compositions that inevitably underiine his romantic, untamed nature,
Ona of the more popular novels of the early 19th century in England was the Rev.
Charles Maturin's "The Wild Irish Boy." The book had nothing to do with musiec,
btut 1t well might have done.

Ireland’s contribution to Great Musie was born in 1782 in Dublin, and he
was named John Field. He was an unchecked prodigy on the piano, and as a teen
cams to the attentlon ~ through intermediarles - of the Grand Master of the
Planiatic concert circuit of the day, the Italian transplant Muzlo Clementi.
By the time Field came to hi=s attention, Clementl had transmogrifisd his life's
Work into the realm of plano manufacture, and he quickly hired Field as a
“demcnatrator”™ - Clementl Would build the piano, Fileld would play it for the
prospective buyer, and the sala would be made,

Afier a successful run in London, Clementi took his commercial ‘act' to
Paris, with Fleld in tow; and after & run of sales there, he moved on along
the musical route of the day apd finally arrived in 3t.Petersburg. In that
newly-enfranchised ausical capital, Clementi wade less of a atir than he had
antleipated: His reputatlon had, for once, pot preceded him signifiecantly,
and the Russian gentry heard Fisld's performances on Clementi's pianos and
lionized, not the bullder of the instrument, but the redhead who played them,
John Field bacame & llteral overnight sensation. ‘

After a time, Clementl moved on, Bui this time, his “assoclate” didn‘t
follow) Fleld stayed behind under the patronage of several fipgures at the
Rusalan court, and he remalned for more than thirty years. Occasionally he
¥would leave to do a tour in the Wesi, but always he would come back to his
adopted home, and always he would achieve greater.rucognltion than he'd had
when he left. When other virtuosos would come to town, Fleld would invariably
be put up againat then 1n a public “competition,™ and - equally invariably -

; Field would emerge the popular winner. Home turf seems not to have bean the
reason, since when Fleld went on tour and got into competitions on someone
else's ground, Fleld wor there too. He made a lot of powerful enemles that
way, but somehow none of them ever really managed to come tack to haunt him.
With the =aingle exceptlon of Hummel, none of these competitors has survived
in muslc history as Fleld has. Even Clementl is today less well remeabered.

Fleld's life ran the course one might expsct from a stereotyplcal "Wild
Irish Boy." He wam, of course, the obligatory alcoholie; he never married,
and was well known as an outrageous (albelt decorous) womanizer; and he Was
l1ionized and adored and held forth on a pedestal for a great nuaber of years.
Only in about the last year of his life did his history catch up to himj he
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set forth on a tour of Italy 1n 1835, having not left Russia for some great
while. But this time, success was not overwhelmingy by now, Chopln was all

the rage, and 1in any case Jtaly was not terribly receptive to Fleld's cool,
eveni~-handed, almost delicate keyboard styles, To top It off, In the middle

of the tour Fleld's health broke (he suffered by thls time from rectal cancer
and possibly also from clrrhosis)s he was rescued by one of his Russian patrons
and brought back to St.Pelersburg, but he never recovered; he resumed a semblance
of hls former career for a while, but in early {837 contracted pneumonia and
dled., The (probably apocryphal) story has Fleld on his deathbed, being attended
by a French priest who asked him 1If he wers “Calviniste ou Catholigue,” to

which Field supposedly replied, "Non, je muls Claveciniste!”

Of the relatlvely few compositionk left uas by Field, almost all bave
been recorded. There are nineteen Nocturnes for sole plano (a form made
tmmortal by Chopin, but whlch Fleld invented): four short Sonatas; and seven
Concerti for the plane with orcheatya. Thers are perbaps half a dozen wlscel-
lanecus blts remalning to ba taped, but scholarly sentiment 1s that they ara
of no great conseduence,

The Scnatas are rather minor, albelt pleasant, and have besn racorded
only once - very badly. The Nocturnea have actually hecome somewhat popular,
and the four or five best of them can (amd presently do) hold head to anything
Written in the same pericd save only the mastervorks of Beethoven, And wlth
the Coneertl, agaln 1t is only Beethoven wWho can outclass Field at his best)
even Hummel, whose conslderable talents are aourrently in real vogue, can at
bast pglve Fleld a run for his money in tha concerto veln, but cannot hope te
outstrip him. And it 12 here, and only here, that Fleld even overwhelms
Chopin,

All seven of the Concertl havs been recorded and released in ITeland,

and re-released to the international irade from Holland on Fidello CSK 55-58,
a four-record box featuring John 0'Conor, pianist, and the NeW Irish Orchestra
directed by Janos Filrst. The first four concertl have also been recorded at
other times, notably by Rejna Kyriakou (the first on RCA, the other three on
Vox) who apparently set out to do the serles but stopped short. Ferhaps she
wag deterred by an 1nabllity to master the Fifth - which is probably unmester-
able on account of vapldity., Oh well....

It #1111 probably serve, for our purposes here, to give but a brief over-
vliew of the seven ¥Works in order; 1f one wishes more depth, one can simply go
buy the boxed set of records and read Fatrlek Plggott‘s notes, or one can go
to a fine library and study one of the two critical blographles 1n exlstence,
By way of quick characterization, Fleld has been held to be a synthesis of
"the classiclam and form of Haydn, the salon filligree of Hummel, the romantle
candla-11ght of Chopln - but with the erotle overtones of the latter replaced
by the cleaner lines of Irish mationallsm.”

In other Words, to understand where Field stands in history, first listen
to: Haydn's D Major {or G Major) Marpsichord Concerto; Mummel's A Minor (or
the first movement of the B Mlnor) Plano Concerto; elther of the Chopln Con-
certl; and "Nanty Boy."

Fleld's First, 1n his favorite key {E-Flat), is the only authentle Fleld
composition that 1s probably not entirely his own work. It ls generally held,
that the comparatively tight orchestration was at the very least corrected and
touched up by Clementi, undar whose tutelage Fleld was operating at the time.
Nevertheless, certaln fingerprints polint to the "Wild Irish Boy” no matter how
Clementl-esque the wholer Quite apart from the distinctive plano flgwres through-
out, the Italian could naver have coneelved of such trivlal nlecetles as the

trumpet/drum crescendo leading to the Introductory restatement in the first
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eovenent (if Fleld stole that anyvwhere, it was from Mozart, K.504, or from
Beethoven, C Major Concerto)+ And, of course, the secoml movement's use of
"The Last Rose of Summer™ does not come from anyWhere even plose to Clementl’s
homaland,
By common consent, the Second Concerto, in A-Flat, is Fleld's best. It is
a truly beautifel plece, and I categorically assert that 1t is one of the Great
Moments in Music, Well-deserving of a top ranking in the repertory. It strikes
me as of minor importance that the thematlc material is not original (throushout,
Fleld has used traditionmal Jrish and Scottish tunes)| the significant polni 1a
that Fleld has taken comfortable and famlllar materlal and woven it into a
tapestry that absolutely cannot fall to chaxm, and the solo part shows of f
the performer withoui ever descending to the banal. This concerio is Fleld's
only composltion to have remalned in print since his lifetime; it was a favorlte
of Schumann's (he called it "divipely beauilful”), of Clara Schumann's, of
Chopin's, and later of Pachmann’s and Friedmann's.
With the third concerto (which may actually be the second), We revert to
the favorite E-Flat key, and find Fleld for the very first time completely on
hiz own. HNo Clemenil was here to help; no borrowed tunes shored him up; this
time, ha did it all himself. Thls plece approaches Hummel as no other 1n Flield,
and thers are ogccasional moments of hesitancy and lnsecurlty; to top it off,
the themes verge on the ordinmary, But 1f one wlil allow oneself to follow
the composer along into the developmental passage-work, a surprlse awaits,
From modsrale approval ln the consarvatlve opening, one finds onself carrled
into the mlddle and thoroughly chammed and captivated, wlthout however the
slightest recognition at first thet it 1s the same "ordinary” plece that is
having this effect,
E-Flat again for the Fourth, but were it not for the expected hey signature,
one would almost guesa & dlfferent composer. The hesitatlion s gone; the tenta-
tive gestures are nowhere in evldence; the almost meek hammonle structure of
the Thlrd, as well as the bold but awkward Second, suddenly radlate confidence;
and the entlre plece speaks of sudden maturlty and new-found intensity. The
delicate slow movement in particular is one of the great moments of its era,
Nuzber Flve, inC, s at the same time wonderful and trashy. Fleld 1s
heére striving for effect, by way of direct competition with his rival Stelbelt;
when the latter galned fame with his storm musie, Fleld wrots storm music
when Steibelt threw percusslon in for a bravura ollmax, so dld the Irishman,
There 1s a viclously difflcult cadenza here, accompanied and through-composedy
another grasp at applause. And there is even a second planc in evidence, as
part of the orchestra, designed to further bolster certaln blatanclesz. And yet,
in apite of all this brouhaba, the plece has real valuej the flrst movement at
least can easily be performed without all the add-ons (and 13 so done in the
0'Conor recomding) with nothing lost but nolse, and much galned,
The Sixth {in C) is the weakest of all; 1t suffers from too many ldeas,
too much modernism without yeal polnt, and 1n the Flnale, too much haste.
_ Even here, though, there are mcments. Above all else ls a wondrous sectlon

late in the first aovement which, if pulled out of context, could easily be
attributed to the best perlod of Schubert’s career - and yet, at this stage
Field had never heard of Schubert!

With the Seventh and last, we glide into the minor keys {the plece 1s
in ¢ winor) and into a certain traglc vein. It was with this composition trat
Fleld was first introduced te Choping the latter was at first unlapressed but
evantually changed his mind, and it 18 sasy to see why; aslde from Fleld's greater
delicacy, this is the closest to Chopin's own lyric/traglc veln (the Second
Sonata) that you'll find anywhere.

An adventura, then; a chance to learn and experlence the less-knokn, gnd
see where fiomantlc planism had its roots. If only you will venture hls way,
John Field will pay amazlng rewards,
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GAME 19850 - The Narcoleptie Nilgal - Fall 1904

AUSTRIA (Martin)}r a vie (g) bud-trl. a bud-tri. =& ser (s) bud-trl.
f gre (s) TUR sas-lon.
ENGLAND (Stafford): f cly-edil. f stp ne (s) nwy. f nwy (8) stp. f nth (s)

nwy .
FRANCE (Tlghe): a maxr-ple. 2 gas-mar, f mld-wes, f spa ac {s) mid-wes,
GERMANY {Cardner): a bel-hol. a ruh-hol. & mun-tyo. a den (h). & war-mos.

a mos-stp. f nwg Es; RUS swe-nwy.
ITALY iJensenEr a_tyo (s} trl-vie. a trl-vie. f aeg-gre. f lon (s) aeg-

gre, f wes-spa sa.
RUSSTA Ewmbell-': a_swe-nwy. f bot-swe,

TURKEY {Pustilnlk): a con-bul. a rum (s) bul-ser. a sev (5) rum. & bul-
ser-, f bla (s} con-bul. f eas-swmy.

The retreats are pretty messy, so pay attentiont The Itallan army Trieats
may retreat to Venice, Albanias, or ¢.t.b., The Italian fleet West Med. may retreat
to Lyon, Tyrrh., Tunls, N.Afrlea, or o.t,b, The Austrian fleet Greece may retreat
to Albapia or ¢.t.b. The Austrian army Serbla may retreat to Albania or o.t.b.
Aullds and removals may be conditional on any comblnatlon of these retreats.

Ed Wrobel has resigned as Ruasia (coward!)} and will be replaced by Conrad
Minshall, 3702 Tarragona lane, Austin, TX 78727-6049.

CENTRES =

At N1 wvile, bud, trl. Remove one.

E: 5 lom, lvp, edi, owy, stp. Bulld one,

Ftr 5t par, bre, mar, apa, por. PBulld one,

G: 8t mun, ber, kie, den, bel, hol, mos, war, Bulld one.
I+ 31 wen, Tom, nap, tun, gre, Even,

Ry 1: swa. Remove one,.

T 71 con, smy, ank, sav, rum, bul, ser. Bulld one.

Ain't it nlce to be under way again at last? The demiline for retreats,
builds and removals is Saturday, March B, 1986.

K.T. to G.M.: “Narcoleptle Rilgai?™ Whatever happened to monkeys and bears?

JAMUL TO K.T.: Oh, they're there, all right, The bears are just down the hill,
and the monkeys are breeding llke crazy all over the upper mesa. It's just
that, when you have the Woild's Flnest Zoo (TM Reg.), you tend to like to
pinpoint the unusual. So what Af the ‘unusual® becomes the ‘welyd" here?)

JAMUL T ALL: Did I mentlon that “Jamul™ 18 the ganesnﬁst.er'u dateline?
Anythlng starting that way i1s mine. For an explanation, please sea "The Sul-
eidal Sunl,” bottom of P.9,.

PARIS TO BERLIN: I felt neglected. Didn't you feel neglected?
FARIS TO ROME: Don't worry, I won't let you fael neglected,

JAMUL TO ANY INTERISTED PARTY: Some of you have Indicated, "Use whatever press
Kelth gave you,” Kelth gave batches to me, but in all fhonresty I don't think
111 bvother, Some of it 1s outdated. Other 1tems are unintellilible, or are

~ "in- jokes" for Kelth., And of course, some of it refers to rock musle, I'm very
sorry, but COGTAGUANA has a flat policy of refusing to discusa hobby fewds,

rock muste, or anything else which 1s just plain garbape.
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ROSS DEPARTMENT: Ross and Erlc recelved valentines from thelr Grandma Mlille,
in each of whigh was a dollar blll, When Rosa openad hls and exclalmed "Woul

A dollarl,” Jean made the mistake of saylng, “Yes, that's about all Grandma
can afford.” Ross instantly ssked (with a worrled look), "Is Grandma poor?”
*No," replled Jean, "She's not poor, but she doesn't have a lot of spare money.™
flose thought about thia for a feW moments, then saidi "Well, 1i's very nice
of her to share her spare money. I love apare moneyl™

LITETT 001177 ciiniaiininiancnnannsannnnsnnd [ 111117
GAME 1983AC - The Wistful Wombat - Fall [9/2

AUSTRIA (Rauterbezg): a rom (h).

ENGLAND (Pustilnik): & stp (h), & ple {8} lyo-tus. a iye (&) mun-boh.
a ber (s} ruh-mun, a mun-boh. a mar (h;. a kie (8} ruh-mun. a ruh-
wun. a bel-bur. f naf (&) wes-tun, f mid-spa sc. f spa sc - 1yo.
£ wea~tun., f bal (s) ber, f eng-mid. f lyo-tus. £ nwy (s} stp.

FRANCE L.Hanrygl f tyn (s) nap. £ nap {=)} AUS rom.

TURKEY {Walters): » ven-Tom. & pru-ber, a boh-vie. a lwn-stp. a sii (s)
pru-ber. a apu {s) ven-rom, a mes (=) lwvn-stp. & ukr-war. f con-aeg.
f alb-trl., f lon-map. f meg-ion. f adr-ven. a amy gives victory party
for Bngliah.

The Austrian amy Rome is squished. No retreats.
CENTRES

A1 O QUTI

E: 18: lon, lvp, »di, nwy, swe, stp, den, hol, bel, ber, kle, mun, par, bre,
mar, spa, por, tun. Bulld one,

Ft 1t nap. Remove one.

Ty 15: con, smy, ank, sev, mos, war, rum, bul, ser, gre, bud, vie, trl, ven,
rom. .Build one. :

And there We have it, friends:i A WIN! For statlsilecal purposes, we will
assume that all builds and yesovals are.. properly made, and will end the game
after 1912 with a clear-cut English victory.

My personal heartiest congratulations to Michael for a well-played and
nicely-finished game. My strong kudos also to Jake for a truly superlor effort;
you didn't win, but you sure as hell played welll And fimally, my deepest gratl-
tude and mppreciation to Lu and Paul for making this game fun,

Bill Quinn - enter thla one in the records!

T would be pleased to print any end-game comment, from any player, In the
next lssue, At that time I will also publish an end-game summary {to the
sxtent that I canj I have no data prier to the tlme I took over), and consign
this one to the ages and the record-books.

Some final press:

CONSTAKTINOPLE: Congrats to Mike, you should wind it up here....

FRANCE TO ENGLAND: One way you should thank us for the win 1s NOT move
f lyo-tyn lsst you cut support for my survival., Congrats!

JaMUL: Me too - congraisl But can't any of us spell the whole word???
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QO UEEN
gAK S
sreft

ENGLAND (AP)s
Queen Mattie
Flem II, right,
spoke today ih
Lhe Royal Couft,

Queen Mattle
{as (s)he 18 '
commonly known),
claimed lasting
love for all
sountries,

“0f course
that doesn’'t
mean we Won't
backstab any-
body on the
board, " thee
Queen stated.

Thee Queen’s right-hand man, ligquor
manufacturer and pogue Johnnle Walker
(above left), has had some questlons
as to thee Queen's intentions. HBut
his eyes contlnue to bug out at dis-
plays of his/her Royal Body.

Russian Czar Dugoff Brownski,
meanwhile, prepares for war (right).
The Czar stated, "Bver slinca Flem II
rose to power, she's promlgsed me the
mooni..11ttle did I know she'd attempt
to send me there through a stab in the
back, Fersonally, I remember King
Peel, and question if Flem II 1s of
royal blood. I hope to fimd out.™

MOORE
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SHIPFING THEM OUT

You have to like the way Donald Regan has taken charge as White House Chlef of
dtaff. He 1s a take-charge guy. He has put everybody on notlce that a take-charge
guy has now taken charge. He has sent them a message: "Shape up or shlp out!®

Remenber Margaret Heckler? Of course not, She Was a member of the Presldent's
cabinet. Secretary of Health and Human Services. Belng ln the Presldent's cablnet
these days 18 not like having a role in a TV sltcom. You don't get heard of, much
less remembered, especlally if you are Secretary of Health and Human Servlices, This
is why you don't remember Margaret Heckler.

But somebody remembered Margaret Heckler; that somebody was Donald Regan. "What
have you been dolng today?™ the Presldent asked him late one evening., “Remembering
Margaret Heckler,"” said Donald Regan. "Is Margaret Heckler scomebody I ought to
know," the President asked. Donald Regan took charges “Don‘t bother your head
about 1t,” he sald, "I'1l handle this.”

Margaret Heckler hadn't shaped up, so Donald Regan shlpped her out. Soon she
will be our Ambassador in Dubllm,

“Is that a better job than belng a Cabinet member?” the President asked Donald
Regan, “Why bother your head about questlons 1like that?” Donald Regan asked, Well,
because Margaret Heckler had just 'phoned him, identifled herself as a Cabinet member
and said she was belng shlpped out, the President said.

The President looked troubledi Donald Regan took charge. "“Belng booted out of
the Cabinet and sent to a quiet embassy ls a promotion,” Donald Regan told the Fresl-
dent, Arnd the Presldent went on televlsion to announce that being booted out of
the Cabinet was a promotion. It looked as if the President might be able to shape
up, after all.

There were problems, though. These were created by certain people close to
the President - people who had not shapsd up. Who, for example, had allowed Margaret
Heckler to reach the President on the ‘phtione? If any old Cabinet member could get
the President on the "phone like that and bother the Fresldent's head, the country
could alide into 2 situation where the President knew all bls Cablnet menbers by
name, Somebody has not shaped up. '

The President was soon dwe in Geneva for a photo opportunity with the big
Soviet enchilada, Mikhall Corbachev, If Cabinei members got through by 'phone to
bother the President's head with thelr parochlal concerns about diplomatlc and
milltary matters, the President might look confused when he reached Geneva, and
the photo opportunity would be spolled.

Whille Worrying about the lack of shape-up along the ‘phone lines, Donald Regan
realized that a man at the President's very elbow was botherlng the Presldent's head
wlth parochlal concerns about diplomacy and warfare. This man was Robert McFarlane,
the President’s national mecurity adviser.

Robert McFarlans had not shaped up. A man who had shaped up would not bother
the President's head before ialking it over with Donald Regan, saylmg, Do you
think we cught to bother the Presldent’s head about this one?”™

Robert McFarlane had not shaped up, so he shipped out. When the Presldent
asked why, he was told that Robert McFaxrlane wanted to hunt for a job that pald
better than the Whits House.

“Isn't it strange,” asked the President, "that an old marine like Robert
McFarlane, who has devoted his life to the natlonal security fleld, would quit when
he's got the best job available in his 1line of work, and Just so he can make a llttle
more money selling insurance, or advlce, or whatever he's golng to sell?”

"Don"t bother your head about that," sald Donald Regan,

But the Presldent's question troublad Donald Regan, It had a subtlety that
was Inconslstent with the President's blunt, open, regular-guy style. Somebody had
planted that question in the President’s head. Somebody very, very close to the
Fresident, That somebody was botherlng the Presldent's head, That somebody had

not shaped up.
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Who could 1t be if not Nancy Reagan?

Donald Regan is studylng lists of places to which a First Lady can be
plausibly shipped out without raising too many eyebrows. After which the
problem of her husband can be tackled. Unless, of course, having seen the
First lady shipped out, the President takes the hint and starts to shape
UPussrs

-- Russell Baker-
(thanka to Michael Pustilnik)
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GAME 1985HE - The Delirious Dik-Dik - Spring 1902

John Walker needs a vacatlon to follow up in the medical vein, but he
tells me he Will be back Just ms quickly as possible. I am golng to rough-
guess & couple of seasons, In the meanwhlle, my tharnks for agreelng to
hold the fort, Jake.... :

AUSTRIA (N¥alker, per Walters)s a tri-alb, a ser-bul, a vie-tri, a bid
(s) RUS esv-rum. f gre {s) ser-bul,

ENGLAND (Billenness): a yor-lon. f nth-nwy. f eng-bel.

FRANCE (Acheson)t a spa-gas. a bur {s) ENC eng-bel. a par {s) bur. f bre
(s) por-mid, f por-mid.

CERMANY (Corbam): a ruh-bur. a hol {s) ENC eng-bel. = mun (&} ruh-bur,
f kle-den. f den-sha,

ITALY (nauter'berg;: a ven (h), a tun-apu. f rom-tyn. f lon (¢} tun-apu.

RUSSIA (Ron Brown): a stp-mos. a ukr (5) sev-rum. f sev-rum. ¥ bot-awe,

TURKEY (R.Anderson?) 1 MNHR!? a's bul, ammp £'s smy, Bla (h).

There are no retreats, There 1s also no Tuxkish army Bulgaria any mors,
bacause I just pltched it into the pewer....

Could I ask for atandby Turkish moves from Blair M. Cusack, 1208-1375
Prince of Wales Dr., Ottawa, Ontario, Canada K2C 3LS.

And Fall {902 will be due Saturday, March 8, 1986,

DAILY BIATTER: Italians do it again! They invade Austria and bulld a navy
ta do 11777

Austria new super-power ¥ith huge army, will soon control all south and
east Buropel

JAMUL: Actually, they alxeady do, though some of the pleces are a funny eolor.

ST.PETERSBURG: The minor naval clash between Cerman and Russlan forces off the
coast of Sweden was downplayed by the Tsar at a recent Royal Ball, When asked
by guests about the incident, the Tsar shrugged and sald, "It was just a simple
misurderstanding, Our small fishing fleet was about to enter the barbor of
1ts destination 1n Sweden. Approaching from the south, unkmown to them, was

a Cerman fleet. A Russian sallor on deck flashed a message to his mate In the
forecastle. Using Morse code the message read, “This porthole is fuckin’
broken,” The Germans, seelng the message, slightly misinterpreted 1t to

read, “Thls port holds fuckln' broads!™ At thils point the Germans came full
steam ahead into port jJust as the lead vessels of our fleet arrived. As a
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result of thils surprise, a few ahots were fired but no harm %as done, Our
fishing flest 1s expscted to land 1n Sweden this spring, as a matter of factl”

At that polnt, a beautiful blonde Ukralnlan beauty aidled up to the Tsar
and whilspered something in his ear., The Tsar smiled, excused himself, and
left with the lovely lady....

JAMULy  Oh, of course...off to the Royal ball....

r—— [ - B = o - T om O am E st e Swe o ———— e -

Preparing the Magazine - A Hell-ﬁzganlzedlﬂork Area Awalts
/ 4 bhBundidownabdbBabodrnsasbasbidbdbdivpnprasnsndlidvocssnapedsasvinassbrbdanan ¥ /

GAME 1985AJ - The Tergiversatory Taplr - Winter 1905

John Walker will indeed be back, but he'll need a 11ttle time to get organ-
1zed {medically}, so we'll yun a standby for @ while on his behalf. Unfortu-
nately, Bob Acheson apparently dldn't get my request in the last 1ssue) elther
he overlocked i1t or I neglacted to dlrect hia to 1t. So for thls season I
took John'as sealed orders, handed them to an “anonymous local friend” named
Rod Walker, and said, “Faks itl" Rod gave me a retreat, a bulld, and a set
of unopened sealed orders right back. ("What could possibly be more obvious?")

Fer next time, let me see if 1 can induce Bob Acheson to try again....
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Note that in the last meve 1isting, the French order A Nwy-Swe falled.

AUSTRIA (Walters): Hagi a's rum, vie, sev, bud (4),

ENGLAND EFleming}t Builds a lon, Has: a's mun, loni f's mth, nwg, den, tun (6).

FRAKCE (Halker, per Acheson, but this time as stated earller): Retreats a nwy-
fln.( i)luilds a par. Has: a's kle, fln, tyo, bel, bur, pary f's lyo, wes,
nap (9).

GERMANY (Caruso): Removes a lvn, Has: f bal (1).

ITALY {Pustilnik): Yag: a‘s tri, sery £'s rom, ven, gre (5).

RUSSIA (D.Brown): Bullds a mos. Hag: a's ukr, war, nWwy, esil, mosi f's aeg,
bul ee, bot, stp ne (9).

Note that Matt Fleming now lives at #4158 Monona Dr., Madison, WI 53716-1662,

For Spring, 1 have two proposals requiring votest {1) An Eng/Fre draw
(2) "DIAS." I'm not quite certain what "DIAS" . means, but I am guessing that
1t stands for "Draw Inclwding A1l Survlivors,” Votes, please, with moves, and
a5 usual, one 'nay' kills it/them, and one "yea' passea 1t In the absence of
nays, and votes not cast are treated as abstentlons,

Spring 1906 moves are due Saturday, March 8, 1986.

ANCHYMOUS PLAYER TO WALKER: Enemy, neutral or ally, we're all pulling for you.
Get walll

JAMUL: You know what I llke best about postal Diplomacy? You never really
knoW, until you need them, just how many friends you have out there....

VIENNA: Pe aware, my friends in Rome, that my centers will ba handed to the
Russian, or the Frog, while I fight you to the lasgt, Your attacks weakened
my alliance with Russia, so I jolned you against Russla - and you stab age=inl
You swinel

JAMULs  "Swine?" Hey, 1 badn't thought of that; shall we name the next game
after that?
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GAME 198K - The Ambldextrous Asrdvark - ENDI

Only one final statement has been recelved, from David Anderson (Italy).
Hera 1t 1s, in all its gsolitary glory:

*]1 got lucky in this game. I have to thank France foy his dota, which I
protably wouldn't have drawn in the game, 1 tried to go for the wim, but 1t
proved costly as 1t incurred the wrath of Turkey, With him amd Russla pressing
on me, I did my best to hold them off, while on the west side, I trled and got
a gtalemate llne, but I had to try and keep Germany and France allive. Unfoi-
tunately, I was not able to keep to that endeavor.

Turkey finally realized that our war was fotlle and that we should go after
the oncoming B/R juggernaut. So with a 14t of trust and a 1ittle luck, we got
the dra#, and I now have 1.9 Calhamer polnts. 1 have one win, one Z-way, two
h-way and even a 7-wayj so, see, Chuck, I'm not a win-only player!"
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Well sald, Davel For my own part as your final Gamesmasier, my statement
1s much shorter but very sincere: I had a great deal of fun working with you
all, ultra-reliable and friendly as you all are. Any one of you 15 Welcome 1n
these pages any time you're In the moodl Thanks very, very much.

" With this issue, the subscriptions of Chuck Eglh and Plerre Touchette
come to an end. May you both have happlness, and may we cross paths again....

And now, here's the final summary:

CAMESMASTERS: Helth Sealer (to F.02), Doug Beyerlein (to F.08), Conrad von
Metzks,
JOURNALS1 Manifeat Destiny / Efglart / Costaguana.

AUSTRIA1 Creg Doyle {out F.04)
ENGLAND: Robert Anderson (Dxaw 5.10)
FRANCE: Paul Rauterberg Eout F.OB}
GERMANY: Michael Keller {out F.09
ITALY¢ David Anderson (dyaw 5.10)
RUSSEA: Chuck Egli (draw $,10)
TURKEY1 Plerre Touchette {draw 3.10)

01 02 ©3 O4% 05 06 07 08 09
A3 3 1 -
E & 4 4 4 6 7 7 9 9
¥F 5 6 6 & ¥ 2 1 -
¢ 5 5 6 5 3 2 2 § -
I 5 & 8 10 10 11 13 11 {2
R 6 5 3 & 5 5 5 7 7
T 4 5 6 5 6 7 6 6 6

And after two and a half years real-time, and three gamesmasters, we still
had 21l seven original players finish thelr pesitions. Wowl

Okay, Bill Quinn; this one 1z now yours for the bistory booksl

Ard now 1% 1s early Sunday mornlng, and tlme has xun out. I had every
intention of putting a great deal more In here - for Instance, the entire
House Rules Forum 1s absent - but owlng to preesures at vwork I've been umable
to prepare very much of this one in advance, and no¥ I suddenly flnd I have
a twinge of the flu, and Ross has an earacha. So that pretty well takes care
of what I'11 be doing today, and typing COSTA aln't one of them,...

S0 1let me beg off this time, and I'11 spend the next three weeks getting
the next ona lnto better shape. Hey, we can't always be wonderful, eh?

Thanks, and 'bye.
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