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4Qué pama, hombre? Esta se llama COSTAGUANA, una revista chioa del
jusgo de mesa wDIPLOMACY" y desperdicios dimérficos, la que satd sacrito
con miquina por Conrade von Metsks de Friesner, wTio Loco," 4374 dv, Donald,
San Diego, Californis 92117-3813, EE.UU, N° de teléfono: Jn casa, (619)
276-2937. A la oficina, (619) 273-48130 o (619) 273-1208. Use Vd. las doe
f1timas solamsnte en caso de desperacidn, ine?

Precio pera subacribir, EUSS por 10, 51 V4, subscribe, no s necesario
pagar sés para jugar en cualquier juego gquisre. MNe gustarfa también casbiar
su publicacifn, cada por cads, para fata.

Tor residenta of statea other thavn California, Arixona, New Mexico, Texas,
Florida and New York, this message will repeat in five minutes in an English
translation, Upon request, a Polish edition is available to residents of
Chicage.

DEPARTMENT OF SOCIO-CULTURAL NON=ASSINILATION: A recent event in San Diego
County looms, for me, as a striking indication that we in this melting-pot
country are really not yet all oms with sach other. An 014 American Indian
{of the Barona tribe in Sanm Diego), who had spent every single one of his
seveaty-thres years living in a hand-made tent {San Diego Indians mever lived
in tespees, but this guy was apparently gonvimced that they should have dome),
rather suddenly and inexplicably decided last month to bLacome part of the
wodern “palefsmce® soclety. He came down out of the hills into the urban
suburbs and bought a tract home! And, contrary to all of his lifs's ex-
perience, he moved pright in and tried doing the whole city-dweller bit.

For about three weeka,

Then, suddenly, he decided he couldn't atand it any more. 30 he rented
a flat-hed truck, drove back t¢ the reservation, loaded up his teepse-like
tent, and brought it down to his nev house. The intent, apparently, was
to offload it in the front yard and creats an "alternate home" Just in case
nostalgia took over, or somes such, Unfortunately, the gentlsman was a lousy
driver, and in his effort to back the truck over the curb and position it,
he syerved the wrong way and wound up backing the truck ianto his neighbor's
lovingly~tended flower gardem. Whersupon the neighbor, who had besn dubious
about this old guy anyway, got on the horn and called the cops.

At last report, the old Indisn was in jail, confused and forlorn, and
facing the serious charge of tespse-towing through the tulipe.e.e

DEPARTMENT OF MARGINAL ACCURACY: For those who give a flying one, 1 sst my
typswriter margins at 5 and 80 and go frow there,. It should be noted, how-
ever, that vhen I use the manual typer - the Olympia Spanish-keyboard, as
I'm doing now - thers is a short warning bell - a mers seven spaces - and

so 1 kesp one finger poised over the margin release, it being oy cholce no-
t to hyphenats too often,
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ANNOUNGCING COSTAGUANA'S FIRST SUBXYN: For the firat time in its twenty-one
year histery, COSTA ie going to add a subxyn! (If you prefer, call it a
"subzine.") Unliike most subxyns, however, it will aoct be produced by some-
one alse; rather, I'll do it all ayself.

It will be titled CATCH MY SMOKE, and will run games of "Rgilway Rivals"
only. Any chat, letters, etc,, will be confined to game-related items and/or
hews of other railway xyna, WNothing elas, Copies will be included with
COSTA if you want them, but only on specific requesty if you have no interest
in rajilway games, don't bother asking, you'd be bhored anyway.

Subg are free, as long as you maintain a concoaitant eub to COSTA, No
asvarate subs (to SMOKE only) will be entertained, To play ih a game, there
will be a one-time game fee of §2 per playar per game. Thess fees represent
royelties which I will pay over to the inventor, David Watta. Please note
that David has not requested them; the royaltiss are entirely my own idea,
repressnt my fe;iihgq about what an "amatsur™ fnventor ought to be able to
strive for in this hobby, and are intended mainly as x tangible way of say-
ing to David, "Thanks for your thirtesn-year effort to provide us with a
batch of fun,” I will probably institute a similar fee, for similar pur-
poses, with Diplomscy in future.

Te play, of course, you must have a gams, The board and rules auat
he obtained from a commercial source; 1 camnot provide them, "Railwvay
Rivala" is available nationwide in many game and hobby stores, at a coat
of apgrox, $17, plua tax, If you prefer, you may order directly from the
U.5. g:stributor. Games Workshop, 9110 Red Branch Road,; Suite P, Columbia,
MD 21045,

If you prefer, I will be happy t¢ sell you the gams. I'sm not a dealer,
all I'1) do is go to the local shop, buy one for you and mail it, Send ge
$20 and specify parcel post or air mail; I'1l ship it with either a refund
of the exceas postage or an iavoice for the difference, (My cost for the
game set is $17.97.) I will supply postal rules to anyome wishing to play.
If you are unsure of your interest in the game, and wisk to know more, I
will gladly send selscted rulea excerpts and a anaple map - juat encugh
to give you the flavour, but not enough to violats copyright - for a long
envelops with 22¢ en it,

Note: Canadians may order gases from ae, but I canzot vouch for what
Customs will dos (I will mark it 'gift.'d If you live ocutsids the U.8.
and want the sxcerpted material, just send a loose stamp (I can nse it).

Initially, CATCH MY SMOKE will offer two games ~ one of each scenaric
it the commercial game (Western U.5. and Central England). Later, we may
woll expand to other areas, as demand indicates - apparently over 100 maps
exist! Under no circusatances will SMOKE be allowed to excesd four Dages.
Koves will be every four weeks.

As & special exception, copiem of SMOKE will automatically go to two
people, and neither will ever be agmessed a gake fee: Bruce Linasey, who

first piqued ay interest in railway games, and of course %.E. Our Founder,
Darid Glyn Watts.

If any of this interests you, pleass let me know.

llll--.-.m.a.ral.tdt---l"mll-.-ltuuoaloluiitcb

HEY! QUESS WHAT? The Poatal Service have just released & truly gorgeous
atamp Tasue - Polar Explorations, Four similar designs, se-tenant, honoring
Greely, Xane, Stefansson, and Peary/Henson. At last! Good, clear colory
procise modelling and eagraving; and quality printing! Recommended! At
your Poat Office now. If they're out, tell the twits to get more!!
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THE MAILBOX FILLETH:
((Actually, The Mailbox Keeleth Over with 92 kiles of Bleat))

Jim Your p.o.box / home addresa bit is confusing me. They can't
Burgess both have the same 9-digit ZIP codel

({They don*t, The box is 92117=0602, the houne is 92117-3813,
I MAY have caused some of the confusion myself, by mistyping one of them
at soMs point, Actually, it doesn't make ths slightest difference which
af them you use, Whichever one Is in your files right now is fine, end
don't be put off worrying about changing it or second-gusesiang jit. All
mail to both addresses alwaye goss to the sase place - sy hand, about 10
n.8., a0 I pace the floera at work,))

Jis I adore your ssine too ((yeska! Another spelling of ‘zine})
Burgess but won't bore you with sutual adwiration soclety stuff.

Rod Walker's letter in 10/19 was his usual masterpiect. As
you know, I've bean saying eimilar thisgs, but not as well, I continue
to support both archives, and drsam of the computerised future when
dipsgines will all be produced in that sedium and be available for
browsing in an on-line medivm. All my published material im savsd on
computer taps already, all set to be deposited when such archivea becone
a bit wore feasidble,

1 also enjoysd the discussion betwess you and Alan Stewart, I sent
him gamples of my two szines and I'm going to try and get him to trade,
COSTA ranks first among the asines I ses, so anything you think better
(f.e. PRAXIE) must be worth seeing. 1 expect to be upset by the "Rune-
atone” poll for much the same Yeasons you will be, TYou'll finish in the
top thres ((I gericusly deubt it)) and my esizes will place far too high,

I have baen complaining foyr years that the Runestons doesn't tell anyouns
anything because sach person rates the sgines on different criteria., I
oxpact to ba overrated becauss of printing quality, something I barely
work on and cars nothing about. I*m trying to build letter columma that
arentt yot 1/4 of vhat I want them to bs, and that's vhat's most important
te mes That, and the personality of the szine, On the current inflated
acale, I would rate myself about a six for each. I intend to grow alowly,
apd 12 conirol, and I have no desire to have my ago overinflatad by a
better rating, Do you have any idea what I's talking about? ({Heck yeal))

Anyway, as a firat step 1'd 1ike to ses the Poll split into four
categoriens

1. Promptness, This is a big excuse for undeserved low ratings. Even
it m ezine doesn't come out on time, it might be vorth reading, Let's
throw this category out to separats the prompt warshouse sginss from the
tardy readera' szines.

24 Quality of Game Offerings. To sose people, tha games are everything.
Let the szine with superior game offerings be recognized as the master at
what it is trying to de, Many good szines that do this ars overshadowed,
but are vitally important to Dipdom,

3. Quality of Layout. Some people lay out bagutiful szines and really
work at it (Greg Ellis and FEUILLETONIST'S FORUM come quickly to sind). They
should be recognized for that effort. I also brisg thia up because Greg
is depressed at how my sxines look compared %o his. Lt me assurs him that

hiz format is much mors pleasant than wine. 1've got lots of flashy fora,
but no substancs...lt’s & mess,
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4. Featurea and Personality, I rate szines (when forced) on this
attribute alone, I also don't believe that to be fair, and ae moon am
this year's poll is over, 1's going to begin asking that next year's rules
be changed,

Thess thoughs are still praliminary, but I vouldn't mind seeing some
discussion. 1I'll be going public on it in YES, VIRGINIA, THERE IS A SANTA
CLAUS, but that has pretty limited circulation and you have an intereating
cross-section of readership. I should mlso note that some of thege ideas
were pulled frowm a diacusaion in MAGUS last year.

{(Jin has sore letter, and we'll get back to it. Let me respond to the
foregoing: On Rod's leiter, you'll see #y comments on it, and Elmer's reply,
and Rod's rejoinder, later on. I agree that Rod writes a persussive bit,
and muck of what he says makes a lot of sense, I do not agree that there
is any rational purpose served by raking Elmer over the ccala, and to the
very great extent that Rod's letter doss this, I object strenuously.

({I am extremely fond of PRAXIS, as you've gathered, and consider it
superior to COSTA in one respact that, for my money, overwhelma all elsa:
Alan's personmality is such that every iach of writing is simultansously
structursd and fres. He imbuea every page with himself, but never over-
whelms, And the structure causes the whole to Ilow sEooihly at all times,
COSTA haa relatiwely little structure, and that is precimely why 1 1like
PRAXIS -~ and MAGUS, and IT*'S A TRAP, and EXCELSIOR, and a couple of others -
better., I hops, for both your sakes, that Alan agrees to the trade.

((1I don*t entirely mgree that "Runestone doesa't tell anybody anything,"
but I accept that improvements are posmible and ought to be considered. 1
vary much like your category ldea, given that each 'tine is given the oppor-
tunity to compete in all four; it mekes a tricky matrix to uee for detersin-
ing an *overall' winmer, but it is certainly workable.

((The big problea is, and always will be, that in many cases we are
trying to compare applea to orangss. There is no way in the world that
DIPLOMACY WORLD ought to be held up against the amatemr faaxyns such as
thie onej by all righta, D¥ ought to carry the fisld every year, and ite
failure to do a0 strikes me as a aear-total repudiation of it. Similarly,
to place EVERYTHING hesnd-to-head with MAGUS is ldiotici the two are in the
same hobby, but are in all other ways totally dissiailar, and oannot poe-
sibly be rated on comparative oriteria,

({As it atands, "“Runestone” is a popularity poll, with an edge to the
higher=circ efforts. In and of itself, there is nothing wrong with this,
But I do think it could ba of greater value, at least in terus of the valid
interpretation of the remults, if some subdividing of votes were dons, Ses
last issue for my own, more simplified, position.

{{Apart from your very pesrsuasive categories, Jim, I'd iike to aee a
little categorization by magazine type, Por inetance: "Professicmal® hobhy
xyns, 1like DIFLOMACY WORLD, ocught to be grouped together; pure statistical
efforts, e.g. EVERYTHING and THE DRAGON'S LAIR, ought to be simflarly sub-
groupedj and perhaps the so=called "mainstream" xyns ought even to be cast
iato groupings according to circulation: 1-25, 2675, 76 up, somsthing like
that, Criteria for rateability in each grouping could thus be ataggered
to give sach group & ratfonal chance.

((I really aig your idem of a forum on this. We have a vhole yearj
readers, pleass, let's all hash out our i{deas and see what ve can cooe up
with in the way of poll improvesents, or in the vein of satablishing that
things are okay am they stand. The house rules forum stope this issue
anyway3 for next issue, let's try "Runestone Poll Forum," Ready? dGoll
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({1 deeply appreciate your expression of fondness for my 1ittle xyn,
you aren't the only one who hap told me it's their favourite. It is not,
howaver, my own. I do not believe I am gullty of false modeaty when I
suggent that the following xzyne will finish ahead of COSTA in this year's
poll: In no particular order, EXCELSIOR, NAGUS, PRAXIS, IT*S A TRAP, PERE-
LANDRA, DIPLONMACY DIGEST, DIPLOMACY WORLD. Kaybe more: I understund HO
FIXED ADDRESS ia eupsrb, but I've never seen iti and MDURD'RING MINISTERS
certainly deserves a high rank and may well get it (I hope). Several othera
are dessrving, but I suspect they won't see the top ranks for one idiotie
reason or another. In any case, ranking every publication known to me,
and taking the one or two 'big names’ that I don't see on faith, 1 suggest
that COSZA will finish twellth,

{(In fact, let's go wild, Here are my official, unbiased (aure!) Top
Ten predictions:

((1. MaGUS. 2. DIPLOMACY DIGEST. 3. DIPLMOACY WORLD, 4, NO FIXED
ADDRESS, 5. THE DYFLOMAT. 6, IT'S A TRAP, 7. EXCELSICR. 8, PRAXIS.

9, PERELANDRA, 10, KURD'RING MINIATERS.

({0f these, I will cbjact to only one: DIPLOMACY WORLD, Considering
its orientation, it ought mot to be compsting at all; and, conaidering ites
quality wva. price, it isn't all that apiffy. Worth having? Yes. Worth
subseribing to under the Pesry regime? Certainly., But, in the balance,

a candidate for top honors and worth $3 a copy? Pepperoni!

{(Nev subject: Computer capability. I's an old-timer; psrsonally,

I like the "archaic" mimeo or ditte efforts, I underatand your point on
making the body of Dip litsraturs accessible on computer, but I wonder if
the majority of it ia really worth such pressrvation? In one sense it's
Jazsy to have the complete hiatory of our hobby at our fingertips, but on
the other band, a certain amount of it is deservedly forgotten and would
contribute nothing if preserved. Do you really aees any ieed to be able to
punch up ¢ouplete runa of LUSITANIA? BIG ERT THE GRAND CLIMACTERIC
GREETRRFILLAR? To name but a few crappy ones. I don't.))

Robarto I hope You are wall and that things are moving along just nicely,
Della Many thatks for 10/19 of COSTAGUANA, snother truly splendid pub-
Sala lication from the index fingers of your left and rizht hands!

Can you tel) me if I've sent you any money yet? I can't
reneBber. .o {(Frankly, coneidering the outpouring of your letters, whe
cares? Tou just keep participating, I'm happy....))

The problem with society today is that we live to timetablea and
schedulsa, work to and liva by set routines, and have generally become 'buman
robota' to fit into thess patterms. To an extent the hobby ia being influenced
as well, since wherever you tura within the hobby, somsbody somevhers is
trying t¢ centralime the demm thingl The argument ig that Elmer Hinton
bas to "prove" himeelf, and statoments such as "authoriged succession” and
"hobby councensus® wers used.

The postal games (+ Diplomacy) hobby is what its name suggests - a
hobhy, It has no set rules, juat common-sense ones, snd if ve mllow 'central-
isation' to occur then I feel the hobby will begin to suffer.

Duplication of hobby services is not such s bad thing, aince should one
asrvice be ineffeotive or useless, thers is always a second to take ite place.
The hobby services are not fighting each other in a competitive market, and
thers is oo nesd tol

A monapoly ia not a good thing, since should things go wrong, no-one
can effectively do anything about it, An opan, free markst is btad in that
over-replication can have inverse effects, i.s, hobby mervices would swap
hande frequently since the services would be spread among many people, What
is required is an eligopolistic market whers there is a limited amount of
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conpatition within the market that will keep ths sasrvices and the people who
run them on their toes, since should they slack, there is someons slas who
can easily take owerl

Alsc, since no one person gowns the hobby and has absolute authority,
why shouldn't people like Elmwer start up their own aervices? After all,
wvho is Rod Walker, or anyons else for all that, to tell Elmer or anycas
what they can and what they can't do?

In Britmin, people like Richard Sharp and Richard Walkerdine may be
congidersd to be, Or sven consider themsslwves to ba, the hobby's slder
atateasmen or 'hobby stalwarts,' but it's not a position they holdl (I'm
not saying either isl)

There can be no one authority in such an extensive hobby. It will be
a black day in the history of the postal games hobby wheb we have little
Hitlers walking round giving commands mnd setting stendards...let's keep
the 'hobby' a HOBBY!

{(If ever a letter had been written to me with which I agres without
qualm, this one is it. 1 offer one, and only one, slight reservation: In
the interests of consistency, I suggest that the "hobhy service" functions
of game numbaring - Boardman and Hiller Number funotionaries - do not admit
oultiplicity, in that only chaos = and no conceivable benefit - ia the end.
Ctherwisme, Roberto, you are absclutely correct, in my eatimation.

((It is a fact that the so-called "old-timers" in thia hobby tend to
think of themsslves as somshow 'special.' That's not invariably true, e.g«
I ses no such tendency in {eay) Fred Davis or Steve Cartier, but it does
seott to obtain with certain people - particularly some of those who have
at one time been kingpimas and have long since ceased to be such excapt of
couras in their own minds.

((Rod*s efforts to sideline Elmer are but one example. An sven batter
one can be cited in the so=called "codicile" to the Custodianahip of the
Boardman Numbers, It is held by some that if sver the continuity or the
integrity of the numbering system is in Jeopardy (God only Xnows what thias
meansl), it is the prerogative of the past Custodians to reclaim tha Nusbers
from thoge who currently held sway. For instance: Dr. Bill Quinn s the
current Custodian in North Averica; I am & former holder of that position,
By these aupposed codicils, if aver Bill screws up - presumably this could
range from makiang a rullag I don't like to appointing a successor I can't
abide -~ I can spummarily walts in and take the job back, ne questiona asked.
(n this basis, Bill would have to be constantly on the lookout over his
shoulder, lest he dc some milly thing I didn't like = or Charles Wells, or
Rod Walker, or Doug Beyerlein, or John Boardman himself - and be summarily
booted out of his job, There is no possible way he could function on those
terma, and it is both idiotic and insulting to suggest that he do ao,

((In reality, thess *codicilst do not exist, have never existed, and
represent nothing wore than the irdecilic clinging to faded 'power! by some
who once held away but do 8o no longer. And the zame im true with any
suppcasd ‘control' over whe ie an officlal Archivist and who isn't. If
Elmer Hinton wishes to be a hobby archivist, he need only so declare him-
self such, and proceed to do something appropriately archivistic, He does
not need Rod's blessing, nor Larry Peery'a, nor Walt Buchanan's, nor anyone
else's; the one and only ¢riterion for Elmer Hinton to bes a hobby archivist
ia whether or not Elmer Hinton hasm an archives. Period, If he does, he
is, If Rod or Walt saye he isn't, then that statement - plus fifty cents =
anounts to the gum total of one cup of coffee at Howard Johnson's.

((Just imagine the hysterical chortling that would ensue if I ware to
write the following: "Dear Bill Quinn, I find your appoimted successor

unacceptable, therefore I am reclaiming the Numbers,.,.." More pompous, ons
cannot getl)})
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Stave Thanks for the MAGUS plug. Funny thing, I feel gquite the same
Langley way about COSTAGUANA, By ths way, when are you going to abandon
the fiction that an average issus of CO3TA runa 24-20 pegea?

({Dc you, dear readera, bave the slighteat idea what a becat it ia to
my e£0 t0 have such a letter from the sditor of the xyn I consider to be
the absolute finest in North Amerioca? Wow. I am aglow, I kid you net.

((If thers ls any reader vho doss not surrently subscribe to Steve
and Daf's MAGUS, he or she is an idiot, Send five dollars to them at 2296
Eden Roc Lane, #1, Sacramento, CA 95825-3350. If you regret doing it, you
are guaranteed a full and unquestioned refund - fros mel

((As to the 24-28 pp, "fiotion,' 1t's merely my version of truth in
advertising, There will come a point, very scon I fear, where I will be
finatclally unable to suatain my eurreat pagination. When that time comes,
I don't wait anyone whining about how I didn't warn them. Yol, 10 Ne, 20
coat me, all told, about $170, to produce and mail, I do not have that
kind of disposabls income svery month; sconer or later, Ress and Eric will
atarve, Jegn will divorce me, and the MasterCharge psopls will haul me into
court. You may rest sasured that a reduction in isaus sire is imminent,))

Evans "A few minor complainta®,..sditorial reply:
Givan 1. I'm tired of hearing about how opprasssd left-handed pecple
are. 5o you smear your ink. Is that my fault? No. It's your
own Tault tor 'rf.tiu “p.id.-dﬂ“. Not for b.ing left=handed, Lsarn to hold
a peni then cosplain! I've met, over the course of sany years, a lot of
1stt-handsd psople. NMoat all of them try to fit into normal society, Very
few do. Have you ever sean a left-handed pool player? It's downright comi-
cal. Or m left-handed guitar playsr? Only Paul McCartney was able to pull
that one off. So, face up to it. You ain't normal., You sre what y-1 are,
and you ain't whai you ain't,

2¢ 50 you have a two=word last same and you wonder why the rest of the
world thinke you a bit ptrangs? 300 sillion people manage, somehow, to
get by with only one word for a last nams. But not you! No, you have to
waks scme kind of identity atatement with your name, Next you'll want to
hyphenate your wife's malden name onto the Matezke. Than you'll really be
aipsed at how stupid the reat of ums are.

Wall, for your information, your problem is Computers, Like at the
Departmant of Motor Vehicles, *hly want, and are programmed for, single-
word last namea. Makes 1t possible to aort ('alphabetizs' for you music-
lover types) everybody into lista where they can be found. On g computer
you gots to have a satandard. Everything has to ba done the same, and blanks
in the middle of last names is alwost universally frowned upon, Algo, eo0
is a mixture of wypper- and lover-case lettera. '

I don't mean to imply that gll the computers in the world couldn't be
roprogrammed to accomodate you and the few othera like you., But it would
cont & lot of monsy and time. Who wotld pay? The same poople who always
pay, I guesa, The ones who don't complain,

So, the next time I wait in 1line at the Post Office while all the
clerks are looking for scMe Ecotch tape to put up the ad to buy atamps for
coellecting, I'1l have a measure of revenge. I'm & programmer. I helped
make your double last name a source ef irrftation to you, (Too bad fary
Coughlan isa't a "Von" or a Mac")

3+ I don't cars whether you bave a tres in San Diego. Move up hers,
to Sacramento, 1t you want trees. I wish we had a beach in Sacravento!
Tell you what. I've got a wvhole bunch of trmes fn oy yard. You've got a
hearby beach, Lst's house-awap sometime,
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4. MNow get serious, Cars don't croak. They don*t wear out. TYou,
the owner, use thew» up. Left alone, & car would stay in relatively stable
condition, You have used up your car, through use, neglect, or mistreatment,
It can hardly be the fault of a city., Do ¥ou and Stave Langley have the
samg Logic clasp or something?

((well, golly. All T did was express my personal relationship to
certain aspacts of the human condition, and you - Doberman-like - go stralght
for the throat!

({well, this ought to be rather easy to deal with. Inasmuch as it is
obviously an offence to you that I am left-handed, I ahall immediately change.
1711 take great pleasurs in using my right hand to hand-letter your copiesn
of COSTA from this moment on. I'll pay partlcular attantlon to game reports
for the gass you'rs in, Hell, if =y woa can change, I can. In her day the
schools forced left-handers to yrite right-handed, and the results were
frequently illegible., My mother's scravl is 2 good exemple, Sorry, moumj
but, at leaet now you know why I naver obesyed all those wplck up your toys”
notes you left for mei I couldn't read thenl

({Actually, Jean and 1 once gave some thought to a hyphenated name,

1 aven considersd doing a 1little rearranging so that the reeult would de

the rather fascinating "Metzke von Kaplan,® We decided agaloat it sainly
because we Tealized the mess that would be createdi for instance, children
have spough trouble iz this world without being saddled with a monatrosity
1ike that! I etill ineist, however, that {to paraphrase Dale Carnsgis) "a
person'e name is hie wost precious possession,” and I think our soclety must
nesds make allowances for the eccentric examples of that preciousnesa, If
it does not, we will eventually wind up as a planet of mindless robots, with
every single working person a computer prograsmer or sose sieilar vegetable.
Just out of curiosity: You say that 1t would be possible, albelt at cost,
to program for two-word names such as mina., Could you also program to

deal with namee such as Nguysn Van Truong, Lee Kwan, and Fersncsik Janos,
whe=s in each case {Vietnamess, Chinese, Hungarian)} the surname is the

first of the words?

((You wanna trade houmes for a while? Hey, baby, I'm gamel You are
welcome Any time, and pleass accept all our beaches with my compliments.

My only insistence ie that you alac accept what goes with those beaches:
Drunks and hopheads, loud radios, broken glass, and {bayside at least) groma
pollution, I have not been to the beach in twenty years. If I never go
again, it will be too soon. Except maybe at night in the rais, which I
love!

{(And finally, on autos: Well, yeah, I gotta give you thim one, 1
did wear the little beast out, al] by aygelf, Perhaps it would have lasted
longer if I*d been a little mors careful, For lnatance, it znever got its
firat tune-up until 1t had almost 50,000 miles on it, Is that bad? And I
heard scomething the other day that it might need an oil changs. Gee, 3o
that's what that red light on the dash msans! I thought all along it wvas
reminding me to lubricate the sgueaky doore.,,.))

/ / /o A A / /o /

ROS3 DEPARTMENT: (Hey Patty, this one is interesting, but it isn't funny)
Two facts are needed to fully appreciate this anecdote: (1) Ress was
nated for sy father, "Grandpa Ross," and (2) Ress (my son) has a very strong
gense of *family' and refers constantly to his concept of that unit,
In apite of those facts, it came am a bit of a startlsment to me the
other day to be told, "Daddy, this summer can we go vigit Grandpa Roas?®




PAGET NEIN!

This request is unusual priccipally btecauss my son Ross has never met
his Grandpa Hoss. This ia bvecause Grandpa Ross died in 1972, seven years
before "1ittle"” Roms was born,

Now, wa've told him all the details; he knows that one of hia grand-
parents ia dead, and he even knows that he's buried in "a cemetery on King
St.," No, my son is not confused; what he wants to do thin pummer is go
vizit the grave.

I*11 do it, of course, but thias could get a little tricky, I think
Roas 1s expecting a grassy knoll with a big bronzs plague, maybhs even a
photo and a batch of flowera, He'll get the graes, but beyond that he's
going to got an anquiry at the office to even find the spot, and vhen he
gets there he'll zee what amounts to a asurvey marker, We are not big on
honoring the sortal remaine of the deceasesd around hers; memories and apirits
and teachings and heritage, yes, but not moleculsa, And 20 my fathsr's
funeral was intentionally based on the comcept of 'cheap,' and whatever
hasn't becoms topsoil by this time is sarked only by the charta thay kesp
at the cematery sales office.

This will be an intsresting pilgri e I think I can deal with the
obvious visual quastions that will accu:‘fzﬂou coms Grandps dossn’'t have
a big status 1ika that one over there?"}, but I'm not a0 sure about my
abdlity to handle the more subtls onss ("Are we really standing o top
of Grandpa? Are we hurting him? Can he nes ug? If ve started digging
right here, would we ses him?) Wigh me luck,...

ERIC DEPT.: As an extension of the above, it is notable (to me at leaat)
that Tric exhibits few if any of the same sentiments. Ross is a very
ssnpitive, at times almost (don't laugh) ethereal, child. Eric is no such
thing; he's bright, but we do not waste onr time using the words 'Erfct and
tsubtla' in the same sentencs.

Grandpa Rosa Made furniture, and a small end table that he built was
until receatly in Eric's room. Bui one day Eric got mad and puahed the
thing over, and the table was just old enough that one of the legs broke,
There is no reasonabls way to repair it, ac I've tossed it out,

When Rose beard about this, he was 1ivid, “Eric! You broke Grandpa's
table! We can never ever get another one! Aren't you ashamed?n

And I swear to you, Eric replied: *No, Rosa, I's not "shamed. Grandpa
Roge ig dead. He dosan't know I broke his tablelh

And t8 you, dear reader - don't get upast for me. I haven't stopped
laughing yet! For one thing, who can possibly get angry at a foursysar-old
being sute and honest? For another thing, Grandpa Roas tuerned those Iittle
end tables out like water. I have two more = and my mother has gixl
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THE LATEST MEUSHWACKER" provides the fipst notice I've taken of tha mo-
called Diplomacy World Raffle - buy a ticket for $4, maybs you win a prics.

I an absolutely all in favor of fund-raising for DW, it's a worthy cause,

but to do this ona through the U.S. Mails the way It's being done is illegal,
This 1a because you must make a §1 donation to be eligible. Now I bave no
intention of squealing, and I doubt anyone e¢lse will either (I hope not!),
but by the same token I can hardly sndorss violation of the lay and of poatal
regulations. S0 I strongly urgs yYow to ignors thia raffle.

However, any reasonable DW fund-raiser that stays within the statutes
has my full support, Any schemes I hear about, I'11 let you know,




bravo klaus TENngtedt!

Fred Re: Stampa. Several years ago, 1 complained to the Catonaville,
Davisn Maryland, post office becauge the only coil stamps they had wers
the boring American Flag cnes, "Don't you have anything but flag

stampn?” I spked. "What's the matter, you a Communist or somethin'?v aaid
the clerk. I do buy commpmecratiye stawpe for my Canadian readers, but it's
too much work to do all of my atamps by hand when the Postafix nachine doen
them in 1/4 the time, I just wish they'd get momething besides fiags in
coils, You never mention Postafix machines; mine is now 13 years old aad
gtill working great.

we get a very poor selection cf commemoratives in Catons¥ille. Some~-
times they don't even carry ctandard stamps, Once, the girl tried to tell
me that there was no such thing as a 37c stamp any more. I eaid that that
was the rate for sea mail to Europe, "Nobody sends mail to Furope by sea
mail no mo'" she replied, "Well, I do," I said. I wrote a letter to the
Bastimore postmaster about this, Now, they carry 37s in thelr drawers.

{(Poatafix wachines ars littls hand-held plastic devices that dispense
stamps one at a tise, pre-moistened, Just position the thing over the
letter and push; works like a chara. And if you aren’t rough, they last
forever. They'll hold coils aof 100 or 500 (but not 3000).

({Stamps other than Flaga do come in coils but are rarely atocked a»

a matter of course; they must be special-orderesd, and the easiest way to deo
this is get a Stamps-by-Mail order form and send it to the nearest Phila-
telic Center (Baltimore undoubtedly has one, as daoss Washington of course).

({I hate to tell you thie, but the Catonsville clerk (the sscond one)
waa 98% correct, Practically nobody uses sea mail to Europe, at least not
for normal-weight letters. In most casem, stocking 378 is 8 waste of time;
they never sell. And in truth, there is no 370 stamp currently in priatg
it has been discontinued, and the only ones around are the leftovers that
haven't yet been shipped for deatruction, Soconer or later they will be,
and then you're out of luck, After that, you'll have to combine 20c and
17¢, or 30c and 7¢, Good luck finding a clerk that stocke 20c¢ or 7c any
more} there is no current rate requiring either and they aren't commonly
carried.

{(I know exactly what you mean ghout stamp=licking by hand beling tine=
consyming, Think of whyt I've gone through lately, manually effixing five
or six different staups to sach of eighty-odd copies, just to get zome color
and variety, Hmw...maybe I should revert to flags aftsr all?))

Bob .1 have been very remiss in not writing since you startad sending
Olasen me your zinny (to tell the truth I'm not quite sure why you did,.,

John Walker said to, or something? Gee, that was nice of him),
({Actually, John even paid me to! Full, paid-up mub, for...er...well, quite
a few more imsues, anyway.)) So time to put that to rights with some piscel-
lanegus ramblings,

You should be more careful with these wild charges about being "talleat
person in the hobby." Haven't you heard of Mike Mazzar? He's 7 fest tall
if he's an inch, though it must be adeitted that I have not measured this
directly; just as men used to measure the heights of vast and lofty mountain
ranges, I have had to ccme t0 my estimates by triangulation. But in any
case 1I'm pure you've got nothing on Miks. Better to pick zome other mark
of distinctjony "tallest Golden Ager" or parhaps "tallest non-consummate
genius" would deftly avoid the Hagzer problem....

Calling & halt to human hiastory until the Millenium arrives and every
utopian idealist in the world is satisfied with the distribution of wealth
and so on is the same thing ams calling a halt to progress, permaneatly,
History shows that Perfect Justice la never achiaved, so it's pointless to
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pretend it's going to happen anywhers, anytime. Are yoii familiay with the
atudy done some yeara ago by the General Accounting Office? I forget the
numbers but it indicated that every dollar spent on the apace program re-
turned something like forty dollare to the econowy in new technology and
knowledge, incremsed sfficiency, and so on, And that svery dollar spenst

on welfare~typs programs returned,..ges, I forget nowss.eighty conts is the
figure that aticks in my mind. In any cass, plsase record one atrong pro-
-space vote here,

The article on sarathon running was very good, As it happens I =u
currantly planaing The Next Big Fad; I'm guing to hire a doctor to say
that sitting on red-hot stoves is the way to perfect health. Every home
in Aserica will have cns of my special "health stoves,” preferably a four-
seater mo the whole family can join in. Of courss it will be necessary
to have a line of apecial designer oclothing (ambeamtos? No, forget it, not
organic) and spacial ahoes. I'1l take over all the abandonsd Woolco atores
and put in immense stove-health centers. And of course wy pet doctor will
allow that, while it'a true that the tmttocks burns suffered by thoze who
‘train' wvithout supsrvieioh by ohe of my high-pricsd minicons may be & problem,
we have a nev line of designer burn salves which ars just the ticket. I'm
locking for a franochises in the Sandy Ego areaj how about it, sport?

The Robert Chesk mystery: Unless there is a mmltitude of Dipster
Robert Cheeks, this R.C. is a hobbyist whom I met in a couple of games back
in the (pardon the expreasion) Golden Age. 1980AA, maybs 1980CH, games like
that. I haven't seen Robert's name in a ‘zine aince 1982 at the latest,..
surprisiag that he pops up now,

Finally, on the topic of archives, Up 'til last October I atill had
all the sinnies I'd collected pince my sntry iz 1979, safs and sound in the
basemeant, Then one dark night the water came and reduced the whole thing
to a big pils of soggy mush. To tell the truth I was thinking of getting
rid of most of thes anyway, but not gquite That Way. It's nice that some-
body wantes to keep an archive, and better if more than one person does it,
(My basement, like the Titanie, was considered "unsinkable.”} Too bad though,
as I would have been glad to dump them all on anybody who wanted them, Any~-
body intsreated in a partial run of Rebug Sic Stentibus? That*s about all
that survivede...

((Well, well! That is pleasant; the illusory Olssn, with whoss existence
I had po much fun toying In TACT, emerges from behind the floorboards....
Nice to mest you! Did you know that you live in the state that boasts the
Presence of mors buildings deaigned by my father than any other? Every
aingle one of them is in Topeka, at the Menninger Institute....

((I've heard of Maszer, but have no special knowledge of him, 30 he
takes away wmy title, eh? No problems; I'1l bet I atill have bigger feet!
Shoe sise 17 ~ beat that one, Mas!

((Though you may consider it tantamount to auch, I do mot thimk it is
reasonable to state that I urge "ealling a halt to human history." It ia,
I suppose, posaible to extend my views to the audvocacy of the sbandonment
of all experimentation and research, in all flelds, until every living
being on the planst catches up to the present stats of affairs, I do not,
however, support any auch idiccy, I may well be a Utopian idealist, and
proud of it, but I am not an idiot, An end to curiosity, and to the prac-
tical applicaticns of it, would indeed causs stagnation and snd human Progrens.

((I 40 hold, however, that in matters involving the expenditure of
public funds, specific costa wust be weighed againat apecific benefits -
and by ‘specific' I mean that it must bs mnalysed from whom the 2Oney COomes
and to whom the benefits accrue = and then in turn that package must ba
weighed again versue the epecific scolal needs of the time,




TWELVE PIPERS PIPING
(or is it Lords a'Leaping?)

({I have no reamon to challengs the intent of your cotparative figures,
ragardless of their technical precision, I suggest, however, that the issue
of capital return to the economy is quite secondary to the alleviation of
huran suffering. Our social walfare programs are sorely flawed in myriad
ways and nesed major surgery, but in kernel form they do relieve misery.
Medicare and Aid to Dependent Children are two of the foremost examples;
for all the wobblies they have built in, they do sccomplish a great deal,
The apace program doss no such thing, unless you want to throw ia the fact
that it does, e.g., provide smployment for a few depreased Cuban janitors
at Cape Kennedy, and things like that. Tha overview of ite benefits to
the acciety ie that in infuses the widdle and upper social strata with
imtense ruboffs, and in the absence ¢f a sub-minimur stratum there'd be
no argument,

{(Perhaps the gist of thim issue, for ms, is your imparting %o me
the idea that 1 desire for Perfect Justice, which in one interpretation
devolves to "horizontal squivalency™ in the sconomic grapha. I agitate
for no such thing, My concern im not for levelling of society, but for
"equality in the abllity to avold deprivation of basic needs,"

({I doubt we even nesd to conmsider scrapping the space program to
achieve this, There are dosens of other places wheze money could be
rechanneled as well, and we nesdn't singls out a lons target just becauas
it*s *easy' and currently 'vulnerable.' Every morniag as I drive to work,
I pass the Nary's Blus Angels air show team practicing, and I think of the
waste of taxpayer dollars buying gasoline (and replacements for the 'planes
that crash) for - what?

((36 I otand on ay point: Use what money is needed to eliminate sub-
standard existence in this country. Go ahead, couple it with all the
workfars requirements and such that you wish; I'm not in tha business of
urging bandoute, only the provision of a full chance. And then, with the
¢ash ve have left - and, despite the Reagan deficits, there will bs lots -
go ahead and fund a space program, I'1ll back it to the hilt, But only
after was soar our shuttles above a landscape free of sgualour,

((I would take up your franchiee offer, but I'll be pretty busy with
vy own f{g-dff program to take advantage of nev crazes. Lataly, I've been
franchising newastands to gell COSTA on the premiae that it is, by ita
content, ten points superior to the "apple a day" dit, It's working, tooy
last year's newsetand sales topped ten dollars for the first time evar!

{(Sorry to hear about your archives; that'l) teach you to live near a
river! But you do underline the need for multipls collsctions of Dippy
zinnies (hey! I like that alpcost as much as *xyn'!), if in fact such pub-
lications' pressrvation has any value at all = which fundamental imsue is
frankly in some dispute. But, accepting the fundament, there is little
question among most of us that diversification is & positive. A certain
amount of this hobby's heritage is already irretrisvably loat - I refer
to Waelt Buchanan's lists of itoms needed for his own archives, back when
he was still scrounging - and it would indeed be sad if other items went
the same way owing to their existence in but one collection which im then
inundated by nature., whether a specific individual wishes recognition as
an 'official' archirvist is, to me, apeciousy if a person helps preservs
a heritage, he/she is as 'official' an archivist as is needed. And thanks
be unto them, regardlass Of peripheral issues.))



THREE=TEEN {(the first teen)

Roberto washington, D.C., doss have cable T.¥,! The Holiday Inn (a
Della stone's throw from the Pantagon) next to tha airport has cable
Sala T.Vs.

As to whether there is or is not & concentration of 'immigrants’
in Washington, that depends on your racial perspective. If one categorises
'Caucasians® into ons group and *Africans' into snother, then the opinion
must be biased. Does it reaxlly matter, when you thiak about it, that wost
of one's neighbvours are not Caucaajian?

From my experience of New York, I would asy multi-racial inequality
sxists because it is inbred, Simple segregation is a statewent in itself,
Children grow up belisving that Puerto Ricans, Africans, Spaniards, etc,,
dontt belong, so history will repsat itaelf in the next generation as well.

When man gcoepts that one and all are squal, then inter-racial societlies
will work, What I dontt comprehend i , juat because a man is 'African,' uhy
is he lasa/more than a Cauvoasian, just because of colour?

We all have two arms, two lege, ons alimentary canal, ete, 8o why
categorise?

({It ia entirely possible for a large hotel to have cable T.V., ¥yei
not have the option available for individual homss, ste. This can occur
by wirtus of the ‘'satellite dish,! one of which the Holiday Inn may well
have purchased to asrvice its customers. Individuals can alsoc purchase
such squipment, but the cost {s iwmenss and the space requiremsnt for in-
stallation 1a often greater than that available, asp., in a flat or apart-
ment, S50 am a practical matter, a given hotel may well have the capacity
where the oity as a whole does not,

{(The racial topic you bring up truly fascinates me, and dapresass me
as woll, T grant that we cannot necessarily compars your sxperience as an
Englishaan of Italian extraction with mine as an American of Serman back-
ground, Without knowing, I would guess you are medium height or shorter,
with dark hair, brown ayss and an olive complexion. I am extravagantly
tall, with green eyes, light hair and a fair coaplexion. In other words,
and pleans don't take offenca, I look like the 'ideal’ Aryan WASP, and you
(presumably) look like a spic,

((You suggest - speaking as the 'inferior® (according to eome idiots) -
that this compartseatalization is absurd. I, as the *supsrior' (according
to the very sams idiota) agres wholsheartedly. On the cther hand, there
are soss who reverse the superior/inferior appellations, silly as they may
be: I once got refysed a date because I was not 'dark' sncugh for her
parenta = the lady vas a Mexicat-Amsrican.

({The whole shooting match is insane, but it's pathetically normal.
In America, we have the Klanj in the U.K. you have Rev. Paisley, Whatever
the differences in detail, it remains the same in essence: Some people
ats 'better' because they (ahem) *look" batter. And in yet other atripes
we have Adolf Aitler and his looniea: You ain't blood-pure, you die, Adolf
gassed 'em; Pres. Botha shoots 'em; we in America used to lynch ‘em, but
we gava that up, so now we just relegate ‘em to the s2lums and make 'en
ecopomically - and psychologically - depresasd and deprived. So what 1s
the difference -~ live brutally, or die brutally?

((It's human, damn it all, I, ma a kid, used to get lavghed at because
I vas too tall and had big feet. I used to laugh at other kids who wers
fat, And it cycles into adulthocd - fuelled, az you say, Roberto, by the
prejudicea of the prior generation, but pressnt sven lacking that, Thers
ar¢ a precious few humans on this planet whoe eschew such trivialitiss as
skin colour, 'racial® heritage, etc,, and treat psople as PEOPLE. That
group appsars to be in¢reasing, slowly byt insxorably, Hhii‘li‘kuina .
ma jority, then - and ocnly then ~ will we have matured. In the mesanwhile,
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we are ptill atuck with ‘niggers,' 'heebs' and 'spica,' and all the divisive
and destructive imputations of these teres and the attitudes that accompany
them.

((Too bad.))

Bruce On the matter of our attack on Libya, I agree entirely with Melinda
Linsay and disagree with you, It's 21l very nice to sit back with our
hands ¢lasped and mumble nobls platitudes about how we ought not
to descend to Khaddafi's level, but this ia war (as declared by Khaddafi
himself), and in war, the sad truth is that people on both gldes die, The
economic manctions you endorme would be no wore than a perfunctory alap on
the wrigt, They would do nothing to Qiacourage internatiomal, Khaddafi-
spohsored terroriam, Thesa paople = if that's the appropriate noun - under-
stand no language other than violence, 350, yes, it would be desirable to
have our atudents of abnormal psychology analyze ths politico-socio-paychologi-
cal causes of terroriem (at least such underatanding might help curb the
problem in scme future time), but while this is being dons we need to fight
terrorism and Khaddafi nowy. The bombing was a good first atep, but Khaddafi's
back is not yet broken., I think we ought t0 warn him that the very next act
of terrorism will bring on an attack still larger in mcales - and when the
act occuras, we immediately carry out the threat, The pessage which ultimately
muat be made explicitly clear to Khaddafi is tha% he can, 1if he wants to go
far enough, proveke us into leveling his entire country, The orly alternative
ie to behave in a civilized manner for a changs,

Your suggested economic sanctions are a bad idea not only because they
wouldn't halt terrorism, but on another level as well, You say that we should
impoae these sanciions not only agalast Libya, but againat any country that
continues trade with Libyz, (Obviously the mere cessation of U.S.-Libya trade
would be as nothing, considering its volume,) But it ig nearly always a bad
move to presesure allies into doing thinga they don't want to do, Qur rela-
tiona with France, Germany, Italy et al, are already strained enough, Essen-
tially, you propose blackmailing them with a threat to cut off U.5. trade
if they don't do somethirg which (at least in their eyes) will certainly
increase the amount of terrorism dirscted against them. In other words,
we'd bs the rock pushing them up against a hard place, Long after Khaddafi
ie mercifully gone, the resentument from this action would fester. HNo,
preasuring our allies is not the anawer, not in this aituation., Kaddafi
needa to be shown, immediately and in the only language he understands,
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just what the consequences of his actions will be., So I support Reagan's
decision to bomb Libya, and I hops that if necessary he will do it again.
And as brutal as it may sound, I's glad that the attack struck at Khaddafi's
inmediate family. But - what do I know? I'm juat a knee=jerk, die-hard
reactionary, right?

{{Not necemsarily., You have an opinion, honeatly thought out and
well=reanoned, I happen to think it's a good way to cascade us into the
snd of Planet Earth, but that doesn’t make me any more a knee-Jork leftist
than the opposite makes you a knee=jork rightist. I mean - waybe you are,
but not becauss of this gttitude.

{(Bruce, If this {a indeed war, as you state - and with vhich T io
not disagres - then fantt it true that "all's fair?¥ 1 admit to being a
radical left-wingsr, an almest-pacifist, and a whole batch of other ‘namby.
pamby' things., Despite this fact, one of my great idels in American poli-
tics fe Sen, Barry Goldwater, This is because, though I disagres with just
about averything he aays or stands for, he ia clear, honest, and unwavering
in support of his ideala. And you may recall that Sen, Goldwater had sons
very specific ideas about our wvar in Vietnam, which I considersd the modern
u|/timete in mindleas American stupidity and brutality, Barry mads a few
rather brash suggestions on how to wage the war, and when he was called on
them, he pointed out what I conaider to be s Great Truth: If you're going
to wage a war, you either wage it to win or you get out aand forpet about it.
¥hat you don't do is *limited etrateglo bombing,' ‘containment assault,’
*1iaited tactical eacalation,' and all the other half-measurss that aerve
mRore to prolong the idiecy, Gen. Curtis LeMay suggested that we "bomb Hanoi
back into the Stons Age," Gen. LeMay was crasy as a loon, but he yas also
right in one sense: There is no other way 2o win a war than to destroy
the ability of the opponent to fight back, Whatever it takes; firebonbs
over Dreaden, the atomic assault on Hiroshima, sending the "Invineible®
from St.Helsna to push the Argentinians into the sea....

((Ontortunately, in the came of the terrorism exemplitied by Khaddari,
I don't aee the war as winoable, In practical termas, the final eradication
of this brand of 'war' can only be achieved by the leveling, not juat of
Libya - because, let's face it, Khaddafi is the extrems, but he's by no means
alone = but rather by the total devastation of the entirs Arab/Moslem yorld,
from Tangiers to Bandar Ser{ Bagawan, from Ouagadougeu to Skoplje, You
map it out. This is a war of a radically different sort, and we are 80
busy responding to it as if it were the Kefeer's Auntria, or the house-
painter's Qermany, that we fall to ses the critical distinction.

({(What we have hare ia a Crusade, a Jihad, that is aot going to go
avay even if a few pecple, or a few hundred thousand peopls, are killad.
¥a can bomb or not, as the curreat mood of the country dictates; but we
are going to have to confront the real issus mooner or later, and until
we do we yill solve not one whit of the crisis, If we wvant to gain revenge
and savage Libya, finej let's do it, but let's call it what it in, We
::: not confroating terrorism, we are blowing Libyan humans into 1ittle

Be

((The Ioraelis have been operating on a program of tit-for-tat for
Years, and it has accomplished not one thing, They havs bean axtremely
successful in the conventional military mense, but they have failed abys=
wally in the diplomatic theatrs, and they have yet to make a sarious
effort to confront the roots of the whole syndrome, Until thay do take
theees roote into account, by treating sensibly with the Palestinian issue
and the Weat Bank iesue and the Gaza iossus and..,.on and on, it is going
to be one confrontation after another, and no matter how many Six Day Wars
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they win, thers will atill be an endless and mindless succession of infil~
trators, guerrilas, terrcrists and agitators undermining the one thing that
Israsl needs above all else: Stability,

{(And here we go, descending into the same reals, We can sasily blast
Khaddafi's army and air force to suitherssns. Maybe we'd even kill Muammar
himself, and Lord knows I vouldn't mourn the soncfabitoh, But unless and
until we annibilate the antirs Ialawic world - or confront the causes of
terrorism - we wlll solve nothing., And I would think that the lesast we
could do, as an ostensibly civiliged nation, is have & geod reason te
alaughter people,

((As to my economio proposals, I have to coaceds that you're quite
right, Bruce. That wvas a vhole batch mafve of me, Not only ia is true,
as you state well, that such a plan produces negative results, but it also
shows a level of hypocrisy in =y having offered it up at all. I have been
asssrting, azong other things, that we have no right under either the Laws
of the Nations or the Laws of Kature to go kill Libyans. Neither do we
have the right to iaposs our will oz the Italians, British, etec,, just be-
cause they way disagres with wa in our condusct of foreign relationma, I
regret that oy unasttled seéarch for a psaceful reaponss to violence led
me to such silliness,))

Bruce Thanks for reprinting your *lung csncer® hoax - 1'd been dying
Linaey (heh heh) to see it, Having done s0, I'd say that the ites is,

well, a bit apicy sven for my taste. If it caused psople nesd-
less worry or pain (as this hoax did, because people oarad about yom), then
it's gone too far. There la, of acouras, plenty of room ia the hobby for
hoaxes, My own opinion is that real life provides ua with encugh sorrow
and grisf that we cught not te add mors artificially, But, tastes vary,
and I'1] also go on record as saying that, having decided to do this prank,
you did & superb Job of it,

((Yeah, I guees it was pretty good for vhat it was, considering all
the calls and other expressions,..,

((Hindsight is a wond'rous teachsr. Now that I'm armed with that boon,
I think I'd give some real thought to such s extravagant stunt again. At
the vory least, I know full well I'd sandwich any such thing in among sowe
preatty outrageous silliness inntead of with perfeotly serious material,
Just so the iptent couldn't be miastaken, But then, if I were to have done
that, ('3 have lost the *ocomph' that made thia hoax famous.

((No, you'ys right, Brux; why add fake misery to the vorld‘'s cornucopia
of real wisery? I much prefer ay hoax this year, or Rod Walker's of thas
past] soms people got fooled, but nobody got hurt.))

A SUPERIOR ACHIEVEMEN?

Exceptionally good, and improving all the time, is Bob Aoheson's xyn
THE CANADIAN DIPLOMAT. Lote of games, lots of chat (sports a spacialty,
and intereating sven to the unathletic such as I}, fine humour, snd plenty
of opsnings in regular and a vast quantity of varimnts. 5/82 U.8. to Bob
at PO Box 4622, Sta, S.E., Edmonton, Albarta, Canada TGE 2A0., Now thers's
a rarity: Cheap tees, and quality for both players and readera! Oh, by
\1_\“‘_. way, ons of him upoomings is Cline=9, and I'm in it, Wanna join me?




SEVENTEEN (Nsxt year, you can vote!)

COSTAGUANA GAME OPENINGS:

For the nonce, there are none, JIHAD has filled, and will be atartsd
by flyer in a few 2ays. In additien, I have taken over comeand of mn orphan
variant from Paul Rauterberg, World War IITb, Both of these are falrly 'big’
varianta, and in addition the next game I plan to start (Rather Silly Dip)
is not teensy sither., So I'd better call it guite for the nonce, (Hmmm,..
that's two uses of 'nonce' in one paregraph. Tatty, to eay the least, I
ought to elide the sacond, but unforiunately I'm out of white-outusss)

One game snds this time, That leaves us with ten games, which is
two more than I want, I will therefore open Rather 5illy {actually, I've
two players for it allready.,..) as soon as thres more games (any thres)
conclude, Thia may not be all that long, by the way; two of tne ten are
not likely to be all that loeng for thia world....

LACK OF WHITE~OUT DEPARTMENT: This could very well pose a problex, Two-
finger typists, such as yr. hmbl, arvat,, tend to make mistakes. And I, for
ons, have over the years becows very dependant on my little bottle of white
liquid =lop to splash over By cock-ups and sake it appear to you that I'm
far the batter secretary than in fact I aw, In fact, thers are thres things
above all othars that I pride myself on in lifse: The first are my grammar,
the secund is my apeling, and the third is my truly artistic way with white-
out, In the latter vein, I can show you page after page of paint-overs that
in terms of design and balance would have me right up there with Kles, Kan-
dingky, ¥iré and Ernst, (Feiningar, however, is rather superior to me.)

. What I do have, if 1 get deapersate, is p slightly differsnt version of
your standard yhite-out (corflu, liquid sraser, Skru~Up-No-Nor, ‘s all t*
sams) called "Pentel," It comea in a red hottle, looks for all the vorld
like nail polish, and ia billed on the labsl as "opaquing fluid," It is

a correction ‘pen' in that, instead of the typical brush portruding from

the cap, one uses the bottle cap tip as & 'roverse stylua' = run it over

the offending butchery, and it magically covers sasie up,

Too bad it dossntt work,

For ons thing, one must remove ona's copsie from the typewriter, slse
the fluid will dribble behind the carriage, For a second, one neads to
squseze the bottle while cne painte, and the pressurs required is sufficient
to slime over, not only the bad stuff, but ten parcent of the good stuff as
wells And for a third, this particular version of corflu is weak enough
that it necessitates (as do most "ons-coat! houss paints) nine coats te
obscure the miswrite. :

I euat, I see, go buy more of the standard white-out. I think I have,
in my day, tried evsry bloody brand that exists,., Only cne has ever dons
the job decently: Carter's, It's also the most expensive, but in this
case I suggeat that it's worth it. And even that one has a flaw: The
plastic cap threads are oo weak, resulting in {aftex repeated slackening/
tightening of the cap) an imperfeot seal, in turn resulting in eventual
dry-out of the gontents,

In other worda: Even the best, as 1t gets older, can’t screw any mora.

Of courae I could, I aupposs, switch to the electric typewriter. This
im the cartridge type, and I have a correctioen cartridge to use with it,
But thia gets awkward. (1) Type cock-up, (2) Back-spuce to cock-up, (3)
Remove typilng cartridge. (4) Insert correction cartridge. (5} Type over
cockeup, (6) Back-space to former cock-up., (?) Remove correction cart=
ridge, (8} Tusert regular cartridge. (9} Type correot letter,

It works, but I den't have that many years laft...,



aa the cannibal said, “ATE TEEN"

NEW GAME NAMES: Uptil now, COSTAGUANA variants have been named for obscure
Vice=Presidents of the U.$. *"Jihad" will be the last of these, having al-
ready been dubbed "Thomas K, Marshali." But I have now learned {thanks,
Ke¥) that another publisher, the ubiquitous Mark Larzalere, has been using
Vice-Presidentlal designators for sode while. On that basis, I feel a need
to change, go from here on variant gawes will be named for Postmasters-
General of the U.S, The first tvictim' ias, of course, the W.¥.1IIb orphan,
which is herewith and hereinafter dubbed "Wilson §. Bissel." And if yom
thin? that's obacure, wait until we get t{o Rather Silly ("Return J, MHeiga,
Jre"ticas
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REJECTION SLIF DEPARTMENT: The following is an Original Article, written by
me for Bruce Linsey. Despite the agony and ensrgy which I expended on it,
Bruce - politely but firmly - rejected it. Bruce's contention was that it
was "inappropriate”" for his upcoming Fublishera' Handbook, 1t having little
or nothing to do with the subject., Bruce has thug mabaged to provide me
with the firat f*rejection slip' I've aver rectlved!

Wall, I'm certainly glad it finally happenedl I've been saying for
years that I wanted a rejection mlip juet to keep up with all the other
would=ba~author Joness= in the¢ world., Mereover, 1 agres with Bruce. Azrd
finally, his loss is our (ahem) gain, 'cos now I get to primt it hers:

WHY, DARLING, I THINK THEY'RE PLAYING OUR GAME!

You who are reading this play postal Diplomacy, You do so bacause, in
1355, a young graduate student named Allan Calhamer invented a table game
worth playing, and bscause, in 1563, a young physice professopr namwed- John
Boardnan invented a postal format for that game. These statemsnts are

fact:? Without Mr. Calhamer and Dr. Boardman, we would not be hare today.
Right - |

WRONG,

As a fantasy concept, leading to a plethora of literature, the idea of
parallel universes has captivated quite a list of writers, DPostal Diplomacy,
however, stands a& living proof that the parallel-universe concapt is not
fantasy by any means; it has oc¢currad, it has thrived, and - for all I know ~
it is going on at this precise moment, And maybe, Just maybe, we will *dis-
cover' another hobby out there, parallsl to our owny playing the same gane,
undergoing the same genesis, writing the same articles and devising the same
‘claggic* ploys. Maybe, if we find them at all, it*1l be next week, or next
gener;tion. And why not? After all, it has already happened,

wice,

Dr. Boardman devised the postal play of Diplomasy in 1963 (didn't I
just say that?). Well, true; but it is alao true that I did the same thing
in 1962, and Eric Juat did it again in 1966, My effort fell flat; Eric's
was a smash guccess. 50 who gets credit ag the "inventor?" Do I, because
I was firat? Does John, because he was the first to succeed? Does Eric,
becanse who cares about *first’ anyway? (who discovered America, Columbus
or Lief Eyickson?) Do we all get credit, or part credit, or....
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In discussing these three asparate ‘invaentions' of our postal hobby,
each without precedsnt or knowledge of the other two, it is important to
relate the threads of each saffort to the subsequent developwent of what how
exists. What I did, in 1962, was tack together a posital game among friends
who wers in the process of disperaing from ccllege; my intended playsrs
evidenced initial enthusimam but failed to follow through, and as a result
the "yorld's first poatal Diplomacy game" died {(short of waking even one
move) for lack of intersat. Dr. Boardman had better luck, but neverthelass
met with aome difficulty in hiz ploneer effort; he was able to find only
five peopla to play, and so his firat gase was foreshortsned in that regard,
but his participants dld saistain intereat, complete the game, and help give
rise to succesnor gamdes formsd az word spread, Eric waa the firat to start
full-board, and his seven-person gams procesded slong gqulte nicely ana gave
rise to successors as wall. In none of the thrae cases did the originater
have any knowledge of the existeance of the others. We have, therefors,
three saparate postal Diplomacy hobbiss, each cut from different cloth,
two of them successful, and the same two (John's and Eric'ts) existing on
parallsl planee for over a year,

By a duplication of coincidences, each of tha thrase existences came
to know the others. Thres yeara after my sbortive postal effort, my name
was passed via the panufacturer to a friend of Dr, Boardman's, Steve Cartiery
it ssoma I had written a letter requesting a clarification of the rules, and
Ky nams had been kept on fils and was passed along to Steve when he asked for
names to solicit for his new magazine WILD 'N*' wOOLY. Siwmilarly, I wrote to
the same manufactursr asking for names in 1967, and one of those supplied
vas Eric's., By these means, all three parsllel uriversas wers linked, and
have operated as one sver since, But, bhad Eric and I not had queations on
the rules, had we not written to the manufacturer = what then? Is there any
possibility that we might have gone on, independently, never learning of the
existence of the othera? And could it bs that yet a fourth {(or fifth, or
mixth, Ore...) unrelated hobby axists around us, going biithely on its way
with its own set of journals and houss rulee and intsrnal dimagreemsnts and
all the other things we have come to kaow, secure in the knowledge that it
is indead "the" postal Diplomacy hobby bar nons? At the extreme, are there
perhaps two annual DipCons, each unavars of the other?

Probably not. Since ca. 1972, all Diplomacy games scld have included
a poatal 'flyer* indicating the existence of "our" hobby and providing names
of sources for information. It is of course possible that an independent
hobby has been in existsnce since befors than time, or that an old (flyer-
less) set remained on someocns's shelf for many mocus, or that a few sets
wers mispackaged without the flyer included. Anything is possible. What
fascinates me is the "What If?" motif. "What £f" a true parallel universe
does axist, one minute removed in time from ours, in which duplicating
hobbies are present and can never unite? "What if" the parallel hobby ias
active in the V.5, prison ayastem, running off *zines in the prison print
shop, unable to link with us for legal reasons, whers playsr dropoute repra-
sent inmates released or (now and again) executed? "what Lf%,,,.invent your
own apeculation.

This article actuslly startsd out as a short atory on the parallel-
unilverse theme. Becauas I have no talent for fiction, I was unable to
develop the thesis ints anything readable. But just becauss I can't weave

my idea that way doesn't mean that the epeculations can't be fun. “hink
on it. What 1f:
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- The 'other® hobby hasn't thought up Gamesmasters. In "our™ hobby,
Boardman came up with the concept, but neither Eric nor I did, and perhaps
that speculative parallel group - you know, the one founded in 1964 by Elwmo
Tworgle of Laramie, Wyoming - has no system of neutral adjudicators sither.
Or maybs they go far beyond us to the opposite pole: Al]l moves are adjudi-
cated in the presence of a notary public, or under the supervision of the
Reuben H, Donnelly Corp, Printed results are final, Play of the game is
open to all except Donnally employees and their families, Void in Nebragka.

= The 'other' hobby gettles ite acrimonious feude more quickly, We
tend to print incessant reams of attacks and defonses, and nothing is sver
really "settled." Maybe the other guys do it with duels, or Mafia-type
'hit-men,' and get it over with, Smedly Smelch has been insulted by Ferdle
Furgatch, eh? Not a problem. Smedly Just has a 'black hand' delivered to
Ferdie, and follows it up with the inevitabls. And following this activity,
maybe the Code of Honor requires that Smedly put forth the ultimate con-
ciliatory gesturs by adopting all the gawes that Fardis (quite literally)
orphaned,

= The other hobby has turned commercial. No amateurish mimeo or photo-
c¢opy publications here; Elmoc Tworgle and his followsra put out slick preoducts,
sandwich the game reports between the Rice Krispies ads and the Trlenel
coupons, offer half-off the game fee for anyone who buys 1life insurance,
and encourage active - even cutthroat - competition for readers and players.
Each magazine has regional Field Reps to recruit subscribers and asll ads.
Area franchises are apringing up everyvhere. Tworgle himaelf haz meved into
Diplomacy Video, and will soon be opening a Diplomacy supper club in Pittae
burghe.

Yes. Well, of course, it isn’t real, is it? But - can we prove iti?
And will we ever really find out? No matter how far-faetched it may seem,
you might want to keep the possibility in mind. And, the next times you'rse
at your favorite news-atand, take a very carsful look at the magazine racks,.
If you ass a bikinieclad blonde model on a cover, ssated on a Russian army
ingtead of a tractor, let me know, I may get to write ay short story after
alll
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PLEASE HELP

If you are a publisher and run regular Bip games, please pleame pleape
pay soRe attention here. Steve Helnowaki, 12034 Pyle, Oberlin, OF 44074.9729,
is soon to bacome the Boardwan Number Custodian, and in advance of his acces-
sion he iz trying to accomplish one of the more useful taska in this hobby,
Steve is trying to survey all active games to find out where they all are,
which are running smoothly, which are in trouble, which have been abandoned,
etc. - in short, he's trying te bring the hobby up to date, and help out
players who need help in resuscitating their languishing games, I fired off
a ligt of what I had, and Steve replied, "I wish other publishers were as
congoientiousll! Thie job is tough enough!"

Steve is, if anything, understating the case, and I speak from having
been there fifteen years ago. Without the input of us publishers, Steva's
efforts will be tortuous, if not truly hopeless, FLEASE HELP!I If you are
running any regular games, stop right now, ard write to Steve and tell him
which onasl

You think it doesn't matter? BULL SHITI It doens ﬂlillllll
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THE BEAR GOT HIM A NEV BOOK!

((Prefatory note: This new COSTA department will be my book review
ssction, The way 1'm reading lately, it will likaly appear fairly often,
"Phe Bear® is, of course, yr. habl, srvnt, We are, in this family, all
bears « 1ittls term of endearment thers, I'w Big Bear, Jean is Little
Bear, Ross ia Bitty Bear and Eric is Teenay Bear. The last-listed han
pever really caught on, but the other three are used regularly. The
problem in Eric'm case ia that, if ever you call him Teensy Baar, he
immediately and indignantly shrieks, "I'm not a bsar, I'm ERIC!' Besgldes,
he is alac called Er-Bear & lot, and that seema to suffice.))

I've been having s great deal of fun lately with my new reafereics
volums, It's not the sort of thing one normally sits down with to read,
but in this cass it brings some fascinating rewards, and soge useful tid-
bite of laarning,

wihe British/American Language Dictionary,” by a Briton raised in
the United Statesa (Norman Moas), doss net pretend to bs a scholarly
treatize. Tt's a handy 1ittle reference {166 pages) identifying acme
of the differences in word usage in the two countries, with esphasis
on words that mesan differsnt thingas to the two nations, and on commonly-
used terma that are inatantly identified in one country and weaninglecs
in the other. 3ome slang is treated with, but Mr. Mosa attempis to
exclude those transitory "fad' words that come and go so quickly that
any publication diseussing them is out of date by the time they've set
the type.

In the pracess of looking through this thing, a great deal of fum
can bs had. Nr, ¥oss has a resplsndent sense of humo(u)r, and whare
appropriate he laces his explanations with examples and anscdotss c.
charm, verve and olarity. His ais is to promote bstter underatanding
between two related but different nations, and occasionally to explode
falae atereotypes one group may still hold about the other, Ain excellent
fllustration af Mr. Moss' approach, and of his porscnal reasona fer taking
it, may be shown by the following from the Intreduction:

NI remember ons time when I was a reporter in the Eondon bureau of
the Associated Press, coming back to the office with a story about an
important sals of paintinga, in which I quoted a baronet as saying that
somecne had ‘plonked down & hundred thousand smacksras.! The news editor
was one of those Americans who still see and portray Englend as a place
vhers doddering dukea gropes their way through pea soup fogs dratting the
fact that they've dropped their blasted monocles, He would not allow the
phrase in the story because he aaid Americans would not recognize a wmember
of the British aristocracy talking like thet., I wasted a gocd deal of time
trying to persuade hia, not just that this was what the man said, but that
this was juat the sort of thing that he would say,"

Some of the sntries in the back are of the fairly cbvious terss that
have come to be known through televiaion interchange and other msans. It
is now commonly understood in the *Statea that the British call the hood
of a car the 'bonnet' and the trunk the 'boot.' And 1 think ve all know
by now that 'blogdy' is no longer a risqué that raisea syebrows and gives
rise to tut=tutting the lower=clase nature of the speaker, (Thia equates
to the American 'damned,' as in "My damned car broke downj' thies has become
ordinary speech for alwort everyons, and no longér has anything to do with
its original religlous forcefulness.)
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There are others that probably needn't be there any tlore because
they have become part of both 'languages' with identical meanings,
Thus, "buzz off" (to signify "go away!") used to be exclusively British
but is now common speech here too. And America now uses the phrase "old
boy network" or something close {we more commonly say "good old boy") to
pignify a group of influsntial people using their connections to get ahead
or gain some behind-the-scenes sdvantage, The latter cage is illustrative
of a number of terms which are not preciss eguivalents, but which are ao
cloge thai neither side would likely misunderstand,

But the real fun comes in taking om those terma that are ysed in
both places, but with sharply divergent meanings. If I were to point
to the other end of my street and exclaim, "That's a long block!," an
Aterican would understand that I referred to the length of the street
itgelf, wheream a Briton would assess the apartment building standing
~at the other end of the street., (Only, to the Briton, the building is
standing "in" the street; if I gay in London that I live "on™ Donald
Avenue, the listener will have visions of plitching a tent atop the
asphalt and blocking traffic.) Mr. Mosa providea a very cuts exampls
with the word "momentarily.' To Americans this means "in a short while,"
while to the British it gignifies "for a short while.” If a stewardses
announces that a 'plane will take off ’momentarily,' Americans underatand
that it will be leaving soon, while Britons think that it won't be staying
up for very long, As Mr. Moss quotes a British friend, "Every time {I
hear that), I have visione of kangarco=hopping across the country,”

Of courge if one tries hard enough, ones can find comissions that
(one will insist) really ought to be thera. I was rather surprissd to
find that "turkey" is defined only fn terms of a peraon ("a loser"),
with no reference to its common use for just about anything second-
rate. And perhaps I am dating myself, but I wender why = when the
principal British mental institution, Broadmoor, is listed (so that
we can understand a reference such as "He ought to be sent off to
Broadmeor" to mean "he's crazy"), the American equivalent - Bellevus -
is absent. But as Mr. Moms points out, hs has made no effort to be
exhauative, and there is no way he can be expscted to have selected
avery possible word that might, by ascweons's definition, have fit,
What is here, is a solid overview from which the reader will learn,
about which he will often chortle, and from which he has the chance
to share & little bit of understanding with his overseas counterparts.
Perhaps I'l]l publish pieces of my hext letter to Walkerdine or Sullivan
as an example of what I've learnsd.

QUESTIONS FOR FURTHER STUDY:

BRITONS: If I come to vimit you, and you embrace me warmly, and I
yell "Unclel®, am I confused or what?

AMERICANS: If a man dies “on the job" in England, that fact is not
normally mentioned in the obituary. Why?

..lI-l".!l‘l‘.i‘.‘l.l--C..-I.&..—.'..lli

THE 'ZINE REQISTER, Simon Billenness' quarterly listing of all active
hobby publications, will be delayed fer its next issue owing to Simon's
igpanding move into "The City." The former deadiine of July 31 i8 now
pushed to AUGUST 31, Please keep this in mind when sending submigsions,
or in anticipating the arrival of the naxt issua.
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CARL THE OIMP, or, The Likely Romantic

The sBo-called 'Romantic?! period in mueic¢ bhistory has always been the
most popular in terss of listener appeal. Beginning with Besthoven {the
usually-cited 'First Romantic') and continuing for almost a century until
the period died of its own overblown weight with the likea of Tchalkoveky
and Franck, this era has givea rise to the vast majority of concert favor-
jtes, 'husmable tunes,' and adaptions for Muzak. With reduced reliance
on the formal slsoents of music theory, a brsaking-away from prescribed
form and logic, and the expansion of orchestral color and sonority, Roman-
tioies is cosmonly seen as & releass from the supposed inhibitions and
restrictions of the preceding erms, It ia thought of ms the infusicn of
husan smotior and faeling into wuaie, and is normally sssociated with the
weitings of Rousseau and his followers, with the French Revolution, and
with the gradual trapeition frow princely states - the last vestige of
feudalism - to democrady.

Ae with moat pat definitions, that of Romanticisa has its flawe,
and the comparisons to earlier periods are fraught with potholes. Haydn,
the master of classical form, is full of emoticn, Vivaldi, the arch~
type of oamensns and repetition, almost resks with color and variety,
Abd that ultimate sxample of logio and technical puriam, J.5.Bach, caxn
bring sven the most jaded to tears with his outpourings of intense feeling.
8ti11l, it is true that Romanticism is a turning point from which muaic
has Dever come back, The truth ia that Romanticism is an expansion on
all that had gone befors, but it is by no ssans -~ ag is sometimes held -
a repudiation.

¥as, in faot, Beethoven the first Romantic? MNo, of couras not.
Mo one person can be aassigned this sobriquet, and any musical historian
could liat a hundred names of people who have just as much claim as old
Ludwig has. The lists of several historians might not even agree. Fut
there 12 no question that at least one name wouid crop uv everyvhers, and
would be bandisd about as -~ if not the firat - certainly the first who
knew that be was one, and was in fact catering for the appeliation. He
was traditionally trained (maialy by two ultra-comservatives, Vogler and
Hichael Haydn) but quickly atyled himsslf a quasi-rebel and apent his
entire career striving for massive changes in the *system' that he inherited.

Carl Haria von Weber was very Wuch the trues child of his tise,

Born in 1786, ha came of age at a tims wvhen wurical Europs was in some
stage of turmoil; the '0ld school' was dead or eslderly, the '‘new achool’
waa at a rudimsntary and unsettiled point, and the need was less for a
towering giant than for a man of gifts supplemented by a willingness to
work within the framework of reality. Weber was jndesd such a man, '

He was, in the Byronic gense, a typical Romantic, He was born lawe,
and limped all his life, Ee barely survived childhood, and wam sickly
most of the time, He was, in appsarance, osmall gnd frail, though at
the same time strikingly handmose and *mysterious' (the portrait on
the cover page, though glorified, is thought to be typical), And, of
courae, he dled long before his gifts had fully matured, Before he did,
however, ha started a revolution; and one supposas that he would have
been pleased to see the resulte, considering that a revolution was pre-
cisely what he was trying to start.

What Weber wanted to do, above all slsa, was establigh a German-
language *national opera.' There wers, in his dey, French mnd Italian
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operatic schools in full bloom - the French, oddly enough, dominated at
the time by the Italian tranaplant Cherubinl - but thare was no cohesive
or nationalistically-oriented German operatic tradition, and it was such
that Weber met out to eatablish and edcourage.

After a roundabout series of axperiments during adolemcence anhd early
adulthood, Weber mettled in the Saxon capital of Dresden and there proceeded
to attempt his wission, He was jpined for a time by another musician of
significance, the Rhineland Jew Jakob Beer {known to hiatory as Giacomwo
Meysrbear), who had been steseped in the Italian tradition but now, under
Weber's influence, switched to German-language cpera and achieved several
succensas. DBut Meyerbeer was a composer of theatrical effact, not of
philogsophieal loyalty; his German operas are frankly indistinguimhable
from his preceding Italian onea, nor from his subsequent Franch ones.
Much though his friendship and aupport meant to Weber, he was not the man
to provide fuel for the operatic revolt that Webar had in mind., It wam
laft to Weber himself to accomplish thim,

It must be understood that it was not pay ps the language of opera
that Weber focused upon, It was, rather, the "soul' = the nationalliastic
character -~ that held importance. It is sssentially the difference betwean
Hoperas in German" (of which there were plenty, and which mattered not one
wvhit to Weber) and "German opsras”. But befors cne could sagzender compo-
sitions of a nationsl character, oma had to have an opers theatrs ready
to present then, and it was in this regard that Weber turned his inltial
attentions in Dresden. The Saxon State Opsara was of no great conseguanos
vhen Weber took over, but he quickly made that right (with approval of
the Elector, and financing by same) with an ambitious and auspicious
firat programme of major works by wajor composera of all nationalities
and achools, Weber did not oppose Italian opera, he simply sought teo
differentiate it, and accordingly his earliest productions as Dirsctor
rege to the greatest heights with Glepare Spontini's "La Vestalse," & work
of uncommon power and overwhelming apirituality considering the typloal
Italian opera of its day, Having dragooned his audience with euch a work,
Weber next proceeded to try Eesthoven's "Fidello," and its (moderate) suc=
cess was oshortly followed by Weber's own statsments in the field. The tweo
best-knows are "Der Freischiitz" (1821) and “"Euryanthe® (1823).

Ia the end, Weber did not eatirely succeed, He 1aid foundations,
and he provided groundwork on which is succeasors would build (in two
directiona: ‘merious’ German opara and 'comic' German operatta), It
is worth noting that Weber was succeeded in Dresden by two men who took
his pioneering afforts and brought them to the fruition that Weber had
striven for: In the realm of light opara ('operetta), Albert Lortsing
took the reins and set up the musicel and theatrical successes that would
cul#inate in Vienna with Strauss, Lehar and Stolr; and in seriocus opera,
Weber would be suoceeded after a short hiatus by none other than Richard
Wagner,

Weber's contributions to, and influences upon, the history of opera
have tended to overshadow his substantiml afforts in several othar areas,
His songs are grosaly neglected, mainly bacause he lived contemporarily
with Schubert, with whom there cam be no compariscnj but this doee npot
render his songas inferior, merely secondary, In choral music he far sur-
pasged moat around him, and - if properly approached - can hold head even
againat Schubert and Beethovenjy it had to wait for Brahms to extemd hie
magnitude to new realms. It was Weber, following on the heels of Mozart,
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inst
: who sstablished tha clarinst as an inatrusent of concert significance:
g Webar's 'Grand Duc'! apd *Konzertatiick' are landmarks. And above all, in
i the ordbit of the sclo piano, Vebar's star is of the uimost significancs.
It it is true that contemporary artists mors commonly illustrate the pericd
2 . with Basthoven, so 40 they underatsad that without the less Parnaassan but
mors historically cohesive sfforts of Weber snd Schubsrt, thers sould not
have besn g Schumana, nor a Brahms, nor a Busoni,
:Pd Take, if you will, the four Veber sonates. In comparison to Besthoven's,
- or avepn the beat of Schubert's, they ars net well known, and in truth they
tal) do hold onto a slightly lower rung of the ladder. But to dwell on that fact

is to maintain that contemporary scisntists of genius ars lasa because they
thia ars not Einstein. Weber's four sonatas are far mors than secondary period
pleces; they are stropg individual efforts, sharply and clearly sarked as

ne oreations of one who had s phencmenal kayboard technique, No sffort is
P . Bads to compste with Besthoven (whom Weber admired graatly; but the two
Be2 werg not really im the same plama) or Schubert (it is fairly likely
r that Wabar maver even heard a nete of Schubert's pieno worksj the two
sen wet and indicsted strong sutual admirstion, but their dealings wvere
almoat sxciusively on tbe level of vocal music); nor doss Websr fall back
lay- on the salon styles of the other sodata giants of the day, Hummsl and
k2 Duasek, Yirtucaity is alvays there - Waber wves one, after all - but,
1y unlike im Humasl, it mever subordinates the trus musical value (vhich is
d really to say that Weber has s lot of fing ideas and nsver clutters them
e i- up wvith extrensous diddling). Om the other hamd, Weber was mot trying
z to aplash every mouraful depth of the husan soul mercse the keys; Beethoven
could do this, and the affects are riveting, Bub Waber had no such abllity,
and knew it, and had the sense not to fake it. No trak to the edge of the
that abyss for him, Huslcal taste, Wriliiant figurations, superior themes with
. ingenuity of davelopment and comtrast, and one of the moat impaccsbla
oe sanses of timiag the world has ever kmown - these ars vhat we get with
5%&: theas four pisces,
Any The First Senata, Op. 24, 18 G, dates from 1813 when the componer
. was tyenty-seavem, Of the feour, it is acknovladged the waskest, and yet
I consider it unjustly denigratad. The problem 1s that Webar is here
. playing to an audience, and there are soments whea he rlatly descends
ie to specious virtuosity for ite own sake {that is, he copied Hummel a
ed bit)e But thezs moments are not sany, and I think it unfair that they
yrned ars often held to tear down the entiye piece, It ie more wvalid, I thick,
to visw these lwportuning passages as svidence that Weber was atill
such wvorking his way to a personal stylej he isn't iwitating or suffering from
vapidity, he is mersly unsurs of himaslf. Dwell jnstead on the passag..
of real brilliance, and you galn a troer platurs of an imparfect byt
overall strong firet effort.
- John Warrack, ths finest Weber scholar alive today, has u few unkind
\tions things to say about the plece, and his unfortunate anplysis of it i by
rical far the weakest element in his othervias sasterful biographical atudy.
ore The¢ whole, he claims, provides “a senas of expresaive slemsnts struggling
Jork againat pure virtuosity and, frankly, losing.”™ Of the firat movement =
aduittedly the weakest - he holda that "there is no real ssnse of a battle
,ugh between warring elementa,..{t}hs chromatic adventyres are decorative
i rather than organis." And of the second movemsni: *®,,.a sarens opening
ra's promising a movement of considerable depth soon gives way to what im a
o barsly concealed mniable guitar song...." He has no problea with the
srned Scherze, but he follows this with: “,,.the whole sonata is allowed to

collapse into the brilliant effeot music of the Rordo...."
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Warrack may well be right about the first movement; it is waak,
and while it is hardly a failure, it does have trouble recovering from
its altogsther=too-apparent awkwardnessss., Websr seems to know what he
wants to do, but hasn't guite figured out how to do 1t. But in the
masterly sacond movement, with it's "guitar tuns,” I hold s very different
view., I fear that Mr. Warrack, and others, Lave been grossly misled by
the "promise of considerable depth" aspect; they are defining 'depth' in
the Besthovenian sense, and Weber is defining 1t his own wvayl The so=
called "guitar” eplsodes provide lightness, floating serenity, and full
contragt to the stronger and tauter - but NOT overvhelming - [irat gection,
It is sn extresely satisfying movement, if only cne does not go into it
sxpecting an emotional catharais,

And as for the idiotic charge that the sonata "collapses" of the
superficial weight of the finale, Warrack basem this on a showing of
passage references to works of two Weber contsmporaries, Johann Ladislas
Duseekx and Lowls Ferdinand, Frins von Hohentollern, The charge of
renemblance, even derivation, is well-put; the idea that it destroys
the movement, and the sonata, iz not. I suspect the assumption is that
begauge Weber pays homage to two psrformers whom he admired, and who
happened to be of the ao=callsd 'salca' school, thersfors Waber must be
writing on the identical leval. But thers ars two problems with this
assumption: (1) Just because Weber acknowledges does not mean that he
carries his work in the game direction; and (2) both Dussek and Prince
Louis Ferdinand - and especially the latter, despite having composed
oily thirteen pieces in his entire life - were quite capable of riaing
far above the mere tinkle-tinkle of salon parties {(lears that to the
likes of Steibelt and Boleldisu), No, this finele of the Weber Firast
ie far more than empty imitation. It 1z effect music, that is true;
but, what a fine effect it makes! Rather than dragging the whole down,
it rounds it cut rather well, thank you. If the first zovement is a
tad tentative, it gains rather than suffers by being followed with the
alow novewsht that approaches delicaoy and wermth rather than intensity
and pathos. The Scherzo, with its particularly fine trio, aesewss to pose
no problems for anyone; but it does have a notable femture in that, by
its technical finery and power, it artfully brings the work to a jusping-
off point, & pause befors an explosion of inventive excitsaent., I cannot
lwagine a different finale, franklys this one, which Warrack practically
oalln insipid, is in fact utterly perfect. It is s perpetuum mobile of
ateady motivation and inceseant charm, and it is just what this sonata
needsy excitement without an unbalancing depth that would throw the whole
radically out of synch, Drag the ponata down? TFar from thatp this Finale
makea it whole!

The Second and Third Sonatas (in A-Flat, Op, 39, and in 4 minor, Op,
43) derive from the autumn of 1817 - Weber was thirty-one - and can, in
tores of this discusalon, be taken together despite their great individuality.
By now Weber had found his level, there remain no questions of tentative-
ness or ovérall quality, and Prof, Warrack returna in his analyses to the
level of axcellence for which he is Justly hoted,

Curicusly, perbaps, I &M less attracted to the Seccond than I am to
the First, but this is naught more than parsonal whim, There i8 no denying
that, in the four-year gap between the two ploces, Wober has mads truly
massive strides. what vas formerly at times hesitant and rudizentary ias
now slooth, conaistent and rounded, Am it starts, so shall it proceed,
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As the work opens, & rathsr Bchybsrtian repeatsd bass tcoe leads to
an extreaely sparoe theme of he apsciml attraction and &t bodes to be a
rather dull spimode - until suddenly, the pedal drops 4 sixth and the
melody intenaifiss and thickens in a way vhich is siwnltaneously unlike
Weber and sxactly like him. Thia leads to an interchange in the develop-
ssnt (we have a true sonats fors hers) that locks forward to the sharp
intensification/resolution pattern that became a trademark of Bruckner,

It ia a well-forsed section, amd it lacka but one thing for greatneas:
Melodle ingenuity, It triea. Lord knows, it tries. But it cannct, na
matter how hard it tries, eacape a sertain senss of poorly=forssd thewe,

of structurs without an actual focus. It is almost as if we have the exact
antithesis hers to the squivalent movement of ths First Sonata: In the
sarlisr piece, ths thematic inventiveness is asuperior, the working-out is
erratic; in the later pisce, the framework ils impeccable but the materials
used to form it are veak, Obviously, it would have baen nice if Weber could
have pastiched the two pleces into a singls effort of unquentioned quality;
but ke didn't, s0 we have two individual efforts resking of erraticlas,

Oh wallegeo

No such problems befall the three sovemsnts of the Second Sonata that
follow this problematical first one. The slow movemsnt is & stwdy in lyrio
perfection, & segment of a larger work that would be well-served out of
context as an illustration of what cap ba done if only one has the waramth,
the gentlenses, and the genius to let oneanlf go, It hovers about a
baunting melody, develops it with geitesl c¢aution, and rounds it to a
oenss 0f abmolute completion, Tollowing thia, the sonata needs only a
1ittle bravura bounce to brimg it to a sprightly end, But....

Weber im no ordinary writar, Had he skipped the Scharso and finished
off with, say, a tour-de-foroe of technlcal aparkls ~ tha sort of thing
Humsel might have dons - he would Aave achieved fame, fortune, and inces-
sant commlssions t¢ repeat the effort elwevhere. And after pisno writing
progresssd beyond this obriocus a lavel, in mnother ten or twenty years, he
would bave besn left with ons of the more exuberant footnotes im history,
Inatead, Weber holds back, and shows ua that he is not marsly s composer
for affect, but a musician for the ages. 50 the slow wovemsnt calls for
a quick, brash follove-on? Weber balks; hs adds a Scherse of unusual hesi-
tation, a wovsment in vhich the base section is inordinately aquared~off
and only the Trio hints at more to come., 4And then -~ pnd only them,,..

=ssdodn Weher lot looae, albeit with one of the scarcest thinga in
wuslo ~ delicate bravura. Oh, he rounds this thing out, all right; but
svary incﬁ of the way he resists the ordinary tswptation to explcde with
cascading figuraticns aBd aplendiferous bombast, Instesd, he treats all
that han gone bafore as & statement of dignity, requiring an active but
"sensible’ conclusion, And when he finighes, the listener smiles, and
says, "Yas, of course; why didn't Hummal think of that?" The Sacond Sonata
is not a work of overbsarieg greatnessj it is & aolid effort of strength
beyohd tha usual, of bullding alowly and mteadily on a limited foundatios

to achisve something far beyond the avermge of fts day., It bodas well for
vhat was to follow,

It is entirely pogsible to discuss the Third Sonata very brisfly, and
still do it justice. This is because there is no controversy whatsosaver)
it 1a vhat it 1s, and is nothing lasa or more, And that is three movements
of original expression such as had not gons bafore outeids Beethaven. OfF

the three, 1t is univereally agreed that the middle ons lacks sonething,
and that the outer two do not,
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Weber has tried something here - omitting a Scherzo - which he is
not quite able to carry off. S5till, one can almost forgive him the error
oh the sheer basis that the dramatic opening salvo, followed by the fine
taut/loose contraste that lead ferward, and followed again by one of the
most gorgeous lyric themeg ever invented, make this movement a panorama
of all that is good in Weber. A few clashing scale passages seem at first
to detract (the impression is one of "He's out of ideas, so he'll run the
Keyboard”), but as things go along the clash is resclved in a aynthesis of
all ideas, alternately expanded and contrasted to resolve into one of the
~;lti-purpose codas for which weber's instrumental works are famous,

The slow movement isn't really bad, it juat tries to be too much at
once. Obviously intended as a simple intermezzo between two powerful bits,
it starts effectively in a 1light Schubertian vein but beging to pile idea
upon idea until it tries to say too wuch in too short a time. As a resgult,
the ideas are inadequately desveloped, and the coda ie #ore a dead stop than
a rounding-off. The effect is of a pot-pourri of brilliant ideas stated
but never carried forward, and in the sonata this becomes a mere hesitation
Btﬂpn

The finale, purest Weber, redeema. Brilliant passagework deriving
from the moat characteristic theme in this whole series gives us the one
and only movemant needing no real comment, This is where Weber, the
dramatic genius of technical understatement, shines and glouws,

With the Fourth Sonata, in e minor {completed in 1822 after thrae
yeara' work), we arrive at last at unbridled, unmitigated greatness. Thie
ies the one that holde head to anything in its day.

From the delicate downward acales of the first theme, building cautious-
ly but quickly to some Chopinesqué chords followed by a movement through
several dramatic keys - the listener knows something of valus is going on
here. Warrack calls it "a transitional work into a period that wae never
to be," by which he means that this e minor Sonata is the only one froa
Weber's true maturity which ought (but for early death) to have been a
*middle period.' Most commonly cited as the hallmark ¢f this matarity
is the complete freedom which Weber now feels, and shows, to traverse
various key signatures according to his whimj there is no more awkwardness
of complex modulation, rather a cense that thie is what wWeaber had bean
learning to 3o all along, (Some have auggested that this iz in fact a
c¢lear showing of geniue versus mers compstence: Weber and his 'great!
contemporaries ~ Beethoven, Schubert, Chopin - learned to modulate freely,
the leaser people - Spohr, Lortzing, Hummel -« either never learned or
never tried.)

Overall, and in spite of some mpritely effects particularly in the
scherzo, this is Weber's moat melancholy pilano piece of all, The glow
movement is even subtitled 'Consolante,' though it im not the tragie
tour de force that Beethoven would have given us. The feesling is best
claasged as 'reaignation.' Which leads one to wonder: Did Weber know this
would be hie last Sonata? Could he foretell his own impending end? Ne
matter, in a way; it remains one of the landmarks of its type, and would
be go if Weber had lived to ninety.

For anyohe interested in eesaying these monatae on discs, the best
(and, curiously, cheapest) bet is to buy two mets of three records each:
'The Complete Weber Plano Music,' played superbly by Hana Kann. The sets
are Vox 5450 and 5k51. A atronger performance of the Fourth Sonata (with
the third) by Annie 4'Arco was once available here on L'Oimeau-Lyre, and
might be worth & hunt., (It is =till in print in England,)}
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GAME 19860 - The Convoluted Cassowary - Spring 1902

AUSTRIA {Evans Givan, 8066 Camstock Ct., Citrus Heights, CA 95610=4606):
a gal (5) bud-rum, a bud-rum. a vie (8) gal. a ser (s) bud-rum,
I gre-aeg.
ENGLAND (Robert A. 0O'Donnell, Star Rt. 1, Box 732-37, Wiaston, OR 97496
9527): & lon~bel. { edi-nth, f nwy-bar, { nth-ska,
FRANCE (Larry Botimer, 13833 11th St,, #3, Bellevue, WA 98005-2948): a pic
(a) ENG lon-bel. a spa=mar., a par-gas. I eng {c) ENG lon-bel,
GERMANY {Michael Pustilnik, 140 Cadman Plaza West, #13-J, Brooklyn, NY
11201-1844): & hol-bel. a bur (h). & kie-der. & mun (5) bur.
f den~hel.
ITALY (Robert W. Greier, Jr., 35171 Gromley Riad, Salem, OR 44460~9510):
a tun-naf. a pie (h). f rom=tyn, I tyn=lyo.
RUSSIA (J.Rom Brown, 1528 El Sereno Place, Dakersfield, CA 93304-4601):
a sev {s) rume & ukre=gal, a war (s} ukr-gal., a mos {s) sev, I rum
m gev, T sBwe Th)-
TURKEY (Melinda Ann Holley, PC Box 2793, Huntington, WV 25727-2793):
& bul (s) AUS buderum, a arm-sev, f con {s) bul, £ bla (s) AUS
bud=-rum.

Retreats: None, Of courss, the Russian flest Rumania doee have a
slight problem of non-eximtence....

So what's next? Fall 19027 Okay - due SATURDAY, 26 JULY 1986,

ITALY TO ENGLAND: Hopefully you'll reconsider. I don't much feel like
dancing while other powers grow,.

AUSTRIA TC ENGLAND: Thea's fightin' worde, bub., I'™m bupildin' fleets from
oow On. )

MOSCOW: Help! Help! Won't someone help me? Melinda's got me by the ba...
by the ba,..by the privates!

ITALY TO WORLD: General Robert (Mussolini) Greier explained at the christ-
ening of the newborn child (Muamar Quaddafi) that te did not dislike the
French psople, just their music. He summed it uo by saying, "Who is this
Johann Michael Haydn, and what's his relationship with a fat scprano?®

JAMUL; Ons of the ramsons most Diplemacy journals ares segmented by aubject
is a0 that readers won't read them all as m unit and make mush ocut of them,.
Some people, on the other hand, do it anyway....

AUSTRIA TO G M.: Of courss with the trees comes a lot of degrees. Above
100 of them st the moment., It's about uncomfortable,.,.

JAMUL: Well, don't feel lonely, San Diego will have days like that, During
an average year, it often has as many as three of them....

ST,PETE TO VWIENNA: Please don't bother to attack us anymore, We have all
the attention wa want from the Sultanessl

ITALY TO JAMUL: Well, there's Mother Thereaa, she's into pinochle, and...ah,
there's Mother Margaret the shuffleboard champ, Both fine ladies, but they
kept the hot water tamk low,

JAMUL: T can understand, I usad to gst tanked a lot too....
ST.PETE TO CON: Does a Sultaness have s harsmess?
JAKUL: (Hah h'h) YesBasas



W. Elmer Hinton Jr.

I read Bod Walker's essay (Costa 10.19, pgs 12-13) with a little hit
of puzzelment. I couldn't imagine you wanting feud material, or Rod goin
so far out of hla way to misconstrue so many well documented factg; altho
he excells at pointing out the rediculous, I was amazed that he would tar
got himself with such an effort. It was only when I reached the "Mongo”
section that I realized that hia letter, like your April fool} issue, was
nothing more than a joke. Llike the mythical Mongo, Rod decided to have s
fun at the expense of your readers by feisting off the Marley archivist
myth once again. Unfortunately, Rod, there are those who don't know the
facts as you and I do, and might be mislead into believing your humerous
wholly inaccurate portrayal of events surrounding the Archive.Phe readers
should be aware that Rod's letter is entirely (to use his favorate word)a
fictive account. S0 I'm afraid that I'1l just have to take your generous
ofTer Conrad (CvM 5/5/B6:"And I guarantee, no matter what elase I do next,
issue, you will have a couple of fagea reserved to reply to Rod's letter”
and clear things up. Oh, T know it is hardly necessary- after all, just -
fact that Rod provides no documentation is a give-away that it ig all a ,
foke. but unlike Rod., I feel a duty to keep the truth clear. Sa forgive 1

f I ramble ony Conrad, after all, it takes longer to disapell a charge ti
to make up one,

Allow me to begin with a digression. There is the tinles chance th:
Red actually believes some of what he claimed. This hinges on his challer
to ask Walt Buchanan, the prlor hobby Archivist, for his opinion . S0 let
take a look at that individual's conduct.

Seven and one-half years ago, conrad was the editor of piplomacy Worl
He looked for a replacement. Of the applicants, I was chosen on Dec, 16,
1978. The next day Mark Berch was told this by Conrad, and Mark published
the news in Diplomacy Digest. On the 19th, Conrad informed Walt. I spoke
with Walt later that day and he confirmed thiss I alsc gpoke with Conrad t
evening, so Kaissa #26 went out with the news. And then, 7 Christmas Eves
ago (12/24/78), Berch again called Conrad and was told at that time that
change ccurred; Jerry Jones was to receive D.W., which he did.

For a long time afterward I believed Walt who stated emphatically tha
thie change had occurred over his protest, and I felt no little distrust c
€Conrad as a result. Later on I realized it was Walt who was the villain ¢
the piece, as I'll explain below. I won't quote from your Claw & Fang ite
Conrad, concerning this, but perhapas you will regale your readers with you
estimate of Walt Buchanan's level of veracity?

About this same time Walt, who had been making abdication noises for
few months, began discussing my aquisition of the Archive. Some time earl
Rod Walker had put his eye on the job and asked his friend Scott Marley to
put in an application (Marley, Utopia Ltd.#1, 5/79: "Last August Rod Walke
who was at the time assisting Conrad von Metzke with DW. asked me if I wou
take over the job of archivist for [4."). Marley, who was under the migja
impression that the archive was an arm of DW instead of Walt's personal pr
ject, admitted that he hadn't received zines from any source by then {Conr
Jerry or Walt). Red's assertien that IDA was involved is wholly false. fTh
record shows no IDA involvement in either choosing an archivist for itself
ner in helping Walt find one (Podunk News §50, showing all 1978 business;
well as individual issues of D,R. and C.C. to which I was a aubscriber) in
1978, As an IDA council memeber for the next two years I ¢an conflrm that
no such business oceurred later as well. Nevertheless, Rod pushed his pro
to the hilt, but without success. He even admite last issue, "that was a5
close to a direct anpointing as we got.”, or in other words, Walt did not
confirm Marley as his successor. Rod claims *'tacit approval (poor in weig
considering my active aid from Walt), and Rod seems Lo express regret over
hls lack of documentation, (such as I have...)}.

As late as April, when I spoke to him , Walt confirmed that choice ha
¥et been made. As 1 say, we had discussed this sinee January, but Walt wi

0 awalt more applicants before deciding the issue. I wrote to him at the




end of a few months expressing interest, (#/16/79; "I am writing not onl

to ask if anyone else has offerred to take the Archives from May-78 on,”

and making my propceal.General interest was high at that time , and the
hobby knew well that the position was coming open, with no choice yet made.
Jerry Jones made this clear in a flyer (1/10/79:" As for the Archives.

There i# 8till some confusicn over who will be maintaining them. It seems
that I asked gomeone to do it and that Rod Walker has asked someone else."},
and Pred Davie actually got a mistaken report which he published in Bushwaker
#89, 1/79, ("The new Archivist will be Konrad Baumeister.” with the name en-
circled and the word "wrong" written in the margin). Walt's reply to my
letter was (8/23/79), "I was very interested in your proposal. Could yc.
call me"..."right away to discuss it?" Discussion was spirited.

At this point you can see that in April 1979 Walt Buchanan was still
Archivist, that the as yet unfinlshed search for a replacement was underway,
and that Marley was nothing more than Rod Walkers personal protege and not
in any way hobby Archiviet. Red's revielonist attempt to insert Marley in
+Some hallowed position In 1978 is what falls to the ground, in light of this
.evidence. Moreover, as Marley admits receiving nothing (and he was a bit
purzled about it)ibecause Jerry Jones agreed to hold off on gending him any-
material until Walt had made a final choice, and Walt did the same.

The critical piece came the next month, on 5/14/79, when Walt wrote me
to say that he was going to choose Marley after all, but, "if you are interest-
ed still, in the position, however, I would still encourage you to maintain
a complete collection of Dippy pubs from last May on., Then if Scott drops the
bubble u could take over the 'Archives with my full support.”|Emphasis
mine], Conrad, encloded 1s a copy 0f both sldes of this card, Walt was think-
ing so hard of May 78 that he misdated it but the postmark (Miami/76) ies
¢lear and definitive; after his May 5, 79 remarriage (this time to a Sandy
Stubbs} he honeymooned in Floridaa{aee Utopla Ltd.#1). When I received this
card I ¢alled immediately to find out what had swayed him. He moaned that he
wag being pressurred to chocse Marley; that he wanted me to know that I was
hig first choice anyway. Right. I asked him to not bow to presssure, and %o
ingtead wait it out, not name Marley, and not send him anything either. wWalt
agreed to this and, in spite of what I may think of his word, he was apparently
telling the truth this time, as Rod confirme that Walt never did give that
direct approval, Based on Marley's dropping out, however, I did have such
approval. We walted. By July it was evlident that Marley was a poor choice,
Frop the first of his May-79 {not 78) announcement of his collection and his
zine Utopia Ltd., he treated the matter cavallerly., I put this to Walt and
while he wanted to give Marley a bit more time he decided to put forward a
proposal of support for me: (W.B. 8/18/79: "However, I still hope you will
consider build?ng & backup archives. In fact, if you want to send me money
for shipping, I will start sending you my spares for this endeavor."}

I didn't ljke this ldea of a backup very much, although the theme will
Tecurr with Walt, as you will see. T accepted the situation and sent off a
check, plus g list of my holdings the next month, For the third time, the
question of Walt's veracity was to come to the test.

_ I got a card from Walt a couple of weeke later which said that, instead
of sending the Hoosier Archive duplicates to me directly, they would got to
Mark Berch first:; he would send them to me afterward. I phoned Berch right
away and got a different story: the zines now belonged to him and he would
send them to whomever he liked; and that Walt was fully aware of both facts
when he wrote to me... you be the judge of the card: "I'm really glad you
wrote. I thought I'd sent a card when I"{(cashed))"your check. Things are

80 hectic around here! HEfgyYd After I ist heard from you, Mark Berch
reminded me of 5 promise to send him most of my spares to check for articles.
I talked to him tho & he plans to send them to you. From my end I can use the
$15 to send the rest of the spares & others as I get them. De you want reg-
ular wargaming mags also? Is the above OK? I'm impressed w/your cataloguing.
Once agaln, Walt was the good guy and everybedy else, Conrad, Mark, ete., were
the bad guys. Yes, I finally saw the light.

I don't like to be taken advantage of; I wrote to Walt and laid out the
scenerie- that I no longer considered the others the bad guys. 1 had the dis-




tinct impression that wWalt tended to say whatever the listener wished to
hear at the time, provided that he came out smellling clean- forget about
what Conrad, Mark, or Rod for that matter, smelled like. He tried again
to convince me he was blameless and that he supported me as Archivist aga
the others who pressured him: "W.B. 10/1/79: "I'm sorry you feel the way
you do altha I understand. Unfortunately y/letter io Berch undid a lot o
what ] accomplished w/phone calls to him. He will now need more convinci
that you should be Archivist. He will still s¢nd you the material tho, a:
Soon as he can & T'll still keep working on him."..."Once you've prooved
yourself, I'll then consider sending the earller Archives.* I didn't 1k«
that “prooved" business for one thing; and I was getting a very different
story from Mark.

Mark made no bones about wanting Rod's cholce to prevail, but he kney
enough of what was really going on to attempt a neutral courge. Am outlir
in his on 2/22/80, and 5/13/B0, (and later notes), he spalled out that ha
would, after retaining whatever Bpares he wished (perhaps 1/3rd of the tal
the remainder would be divided equally between Marley and myselfl provided
"you must agree to co-operate with each other in swaping duplicates from t
material.”..."It ig lnevitable that some matetial will be duplicates forwc
of you but needed by the other.” Though T sent him my want list and my du
licate list, the only thing I ever received (beyond a very few issues of
Utopia) was this note in full, "Elmer-- Too busy to worry about spares fa
at least another month. I'll send you a letter then. (3.) Scott“.

Finally, some years later I saw an Item in DW and got curjous, go I
wrote walt again and he reiterated hig standing offer concerning the pre-M
78 zines) "As to getting Hoosier Archives, I thought I'd told you all alon
that a condition was your collecting all zines from 1978 on"..,Since my on
interest at that point was in determining if the collection still existed,
and T had no intention of doing what he asked any longer- except as a coin
dental part of bullding the Granite Archive, I dismissed this ag more Walt
Trluff. At that time (april 1982) Marley was long dissappeared, and with
Walt®s prior word in hand- that with Marley gone I could presume hig full
suppert as hobby Archiviat, ¥ had the only "annointing” as Red would say,
has ever been gZiven.

Of course, as I say, considering Walt's level of veracity, Rod might
able to tell a slightly differrent gtory. I have no doubt that the full t
would resemble a bastardy hearing for the court of Amber. However, the ab
is the only documented, accurate story to the best of my archive's reach.
other documentation, though unlikely, would gtill be welcomed for whatever
light it might shed, It would not change what has already been admitted,
though, and that is that Scott Marley was never made Archivist, and so the
present disposition of his collection has no bearing on that title. That
to say, Larry Peery hag no possible claim to such a title, even if he want
it. Of course if Rod had bothered to ask Larry about it he would have lea
that we are co-operating and Larry has no deaire for the title. Rod also
trips himself up in claiming that such an entity must have certain listas {
as a list of noldings), when indicating Larry might claim something of an
Archive, since (inspite of PFred Davis' error recently in Bushwaker) Larry
will not have such a list for two years, he estimates, while mine is out,
(Which, by the way, T have cautioned Larry to take slowly; T know the horr
of some aspecta of archival work when haste is employed- and as Conrad men
1 am a professional archivist; though you should have said N.H. Archaeolog
Society. We do a lot of work with NHHS, but my interest has always been m
toward Passaconaway than Strawberry Banke, 80 technically I've done guch wi
for only three groups, none actually NHMS. Forgive my accuracy bug,)

Not only is Rod's interest in such things poor, but, unforgivably eno
1 have a number of zines in the archive from him, in a rather off way; (Rod
Walker, 12/22/79: "The 2ines I'm using for stationary are occassional ext
of no consequence."), this on the back of THE DIPLOMAT #73(2/5/75). Of n
consequence? Well, perhaps not to such as you. However, For one 80 conce:
with the future of the Archives, your past actions look quite syspect,

That brings me to a subject T would have liked to avold, but like the
fake Mongo story (Rod's continuance of the feud he has with John Roardman)



and the fake Marley archive story(which I guess he feels he must continue to
defend bgyond all reason), B0 too his little indictment of my interssts or
methode in the past, cannot go unrebutted.

Unfortunately, Rod’'s statements about "strongarm tactics” and his
apparent concern for offices which I might gain are what my psychology in-
gtructor called an example of "projection". With one not so shining exception,
Rod has taken every post he has ever magaged to obtain and made rather a bad
mess with each, He was BNC, he will tell you; that he nearly fumblea them
to oblivion he will avoid telling you {but Conrad, you were the next BNC who
cleaned up his mess, &0 again, you should be the one to speak on this). Rod
also made avery effort while an IDA council member to disrupt proceedings
and "strongarm”, to use his word, the council, even to usurping the role of
the President by asking to collect and print council votes {a little piece
of business that he tried to get me to do the previous year, but which I re-
fused to be a party to). His recent contretemps with Diplomacy World, which
he drove to near folding, is fresh in everyone's mind, I trust.

As to fictive organizations, I den't have the slightest idea of what he
is talking about, gince I have none, existing or non-existing. I do own a
businees, Gamesmasters Publishers Asen., a legally chartered partnership.
However, .-Rod knows all about that:(R.W. 2/19/80: "Your information that GPA
is a commercial enterprise is gratefully received here, I had suspected as
much."..."Since GPA is primarily an attempt to make money, I must apologise
for any statements I made unjustly criticlzing it.” I know he knew this be-
cause he told Mark Berch at least: (M.B. 2/22/80)1 "With regard to GPA, I
hear from Rod that this is a business-like organization, a commercial outfit.”

So, whatever he ia blathering about is beyond any reconning. However,
Rod had his own fictive group "NADF", for which he tried to obtain the IDA
treasury after driving TDA to destruction. He falled of course, the council
wasn't as simple minded as Rod's ego demanded them to be. However, he did
claim a wide acceptance in spite of certain "members" who disavowed any con-
nection, and NADF was buried and forgotten.

As for rates- yes I'm a profeasional, Poor Rod: a0 out of touch with
the hobby and fact, wants to castrate me for charging $3 for a game turn when
of the 200,000 gome game turns:; consisting of about 120 titles run by 60+
professional companies like GPA, the average fee 1o $4 per turn. Of those
200,000 turns run per month, less than 1% are amateur rate turns by amateur
GMa, and include all of Diplomacy. Those latter do run around 50¢ average,
all told. What that has to do with the Archlve, Rod doesn't tell you; and
here is something elase he knowe he didn't tell you- Granite Archive copying
is 12.5% per gage plus postage where no research is required, and has been
for the last & years. I don't think that's out of line and any intimations
from Rod about strongarming money for zine copies is repugnant.

As for offices, again, Rod is indulging in projection. I make no secret
that I apply for offices religiously. 1 always apply for the Boardman Num-
-bers when the time comes around. So did Rod this last time. However, when
it comes to strongarming,...well, you be the judge of this letter I received
from Rod at the time of the Agosta-Kendter transfer: (2/5/80}1"The hobby
grapevine informs me that you have shown more than a casual interest in the
Boardman Numbers. Forget it."..."the BN's operate under certain preconditions
regarding thier transfer. These involve circumstances under which T would
resume the custodianship in order to protect the independence and integrity
of the numbers. If some unforseen situation arose wh{ch would lead to trans-
ferring the Numbers to you, I would invoke the previcusly mentioned precondi-
tions and resume the custodianship myself.” At the time I was dubious of Rods
ability (or arrogance) to pull this off and asked Mark Berch if he knew of
such an sgreement (or would "covanent" be a better word?) and he replied:
“With regard to this business about the BNC in your exchange of letters with
Rod Walker, I must say that I mostly disagree with Red in this matter. I see
nothing wrong with your taking a more than casual interest in the Numbers
{the same could be said about me), nor do I see anything wrong with your put-

Einﬁ ¥our oar in the water, as Rod ﬁut it, to t];"g to get the BNC pest. I also
0 not agree with Rod's theory of the various Riders on the Numbers, nor do I



see the value of his gratuitous remarks about your qualifications for the job."

Naturally, when this arose again lagt issue I decided to call upon p past
BNG, as Mark is not, for g clarification of the matter, so I called Kathy
Byrne. She said, for quote, that there was, to the best of her knowledge and
belief, no binding restrictions on that office: no veto powers, and no cova-
nent-like precondition allowing any takeover by any past BNC. She said that
most BNCs co-operate with past BNCs when they have a problem, or need advice,
but that this, too is not required. There is no *Walker-lein" on the Boardman
Numbers! Ghod, Rod! Strongarming offices, indeed!

To recap this dreadfully drawn out proof; {for which I do again apologise
Conrad, however, it is much harder and longer to disproove charges, especinlly
with evidence, than it is to make them up ocut of ones own head),

Marley was never Archivist; Rod admits this in saying no direct apppoint-
ment was made. He is also remias in his recall since neither IDA not Walt wers
involved much before January 1979, if at all. There is one reference in a
listing of Marley as "NAVB Archivist” though why NAVB would need a custodian
and an archivist is a bit strange. O course, Marley himself was not clear
on many facts {for example, in Utopia Ltd €, 2/80 he wrote "On top of that .
Mark Berch has all the spares from Walt Buchanan, and I get first dibs on any
he doesn't want.", which, as Mark will tell you, was not the case; which I
already described above), Walt himself may have made things worse by trying to
be soothing to whomever he was addressing at the moment, but his letters still
live on, as does his statement of support for me, now that Marley is gone, and
his continued offer for the criginal Archive as well. He may, today, even be
willing to deny these things, but the zines, letters and facts remagin as a
bulk of indisputable evidence.

Rod's zeal in c¢rusading against the evila of Elmer Hinton, has unfortunately
brought him to accuse me of things qulte far from the truth; and, also no far-
ther from the truth than his own back yard. He is hardly in touch with the
hobby or with me, has obviously read none of Foundation. He wants to rear the
crusading trumpet for, if anyone, lLarry Peery. Yet, iIf he had bothered to ask
anycne, or Larry, he would have been told that Larry and I have already discussed
the matter thoroughly and came to an understanding. While I have the only leg-
itimate claim to the past title, it is months past since it was made clear to
all concerned that I warned I would pursue it only if Larry did likewise, and
he quickly disavowed this., He has plenty to draw his interest, and the Archive
is not part of it, save that it continue to exist, and be used properly, which
is what we all want. He intends to call his collection the Taco Archive, if
memory serves and mine continues to be the Granite Archive, and as such T will
sigh myself Archivist whether Rod Walker apfrovea or not. Especially if not,

I am glad to see him echoing many of the things said in Foundation, although
I doubt he knew of them, .

In short, Rod's desire to protect the hobby from my dreaded clutches he
oversteps himself in his ignorance. The fact that of all the plugs and reviews
I've recived in such placeg as Cogtaguana, Diplomacy Digest., and Bushwaker, to
Just name a very few, I have yet to receive this brand of opposition, but that °
many of Rods statements are echoed in only one other place the previous month-

a flyer by Robert Sacks, sa¥s a great deal sbout Mr.Walkers perception and
judgements, I think.

And as you point out, Conrad, since I am the only one doing the work in
this area...wsll, now I'll depart. My past and current statements in Foundation
should, added to this, leave matters perfectly clear. Please, Conrad, do add
your own comments .
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Conrad here, First let me clarify that Elmer did include several
photocopiss of postal cards from Walt Buchanan, In my view, neither their
authenticity nor the asgcuracy of Elder'sm quotation from them iz a matier
of question, Nor, for that matter, is Elmer's interpretation of their

meanings and intent,
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There is a great deal of this on vhich I cannot comment intelligentlys
1 just waen't there, and don't know, Ny knowledge of many of the personai.
ities does lead me to gtate that Elmer's interpretation and recitation of
eventg is more than werely plausible; I'd call it probable,

In one specific case, I wna involved, and 1 do know what happened.
This concerns the handover of DIPLOMACY WORLD from me to Jerry Jones, At
the time, I had just edited and published my first solo imaue of DW, and
very quickly realized that I had taken on far more than I could ever handle
alone; and so, in one of the very few purely rational acts I've performed
performed in my hobby days, I let it be known far and wide that I just
couldn’t keep up, And I called for somsone to take over,

There were three offera. In the corder received, they came from:
Elmer; Helena Rubinetein {(no, not that one!) of New York, whom I suspected
to ba 'fronting' for the Robert Sacks crowd {amd, though I never proved it,
I think now that thie was wrong)i and Jerry Jones.

Of the three, I knew Elmer fairly well and Jerry slightly. To me,
both would haya been acceptable, $¢ would have Helena, based on several
very long conversations with her. Now, frankly, my main interest was in
getting the hell outy I really didn't have all that big a stake in who got
me cut. And in practice, 1 had full authority to do anything I chome to
do. The course I chose had both good and bad elemente in it: I consulted
the two people most concerned with the subject (Rod and Walt), and 1 made
aasurances to all three parties that I'd give them DW. The last is quite
probably the mast abysmal action I have ever takem in this hobby, and I
bear full blase,

Rod and ¥Walt both expremsed the same attitude: "Anybody but Elwer."
As a matter of fact, Jerry Jones came forward largsly as the result of
a recruitment effort to find an alternative. (Rod and wWalt had the same
Sacks-front susplicions about Helena.) Or, to clarify in another sense,
Jerry came forward only after no other viable offer, save Elmer's, had
surfaced, Jerry was at least in part g pure 'stop Elmer' candidate,

My two great regrets in this matter are that I lied to twe peopla
who didn't deserve it, and that I failed to indicate tc anyone that I
actually hed a spine, If I had it to do over, I would at the very ilsaat
make ne apecious promises, and I would probably have requested a statement
of intent (a formal proposal, with full details) from each of the three,
and then decided by myself on ths baeis of who seemed best for DW, rather
than who would get me cut of it the gquickeat.

i do not say that, on that basis, I'¢ have chosen Elmer, I just don't
know, But he d4did deserve, at the very least, to be rejected on honest
grounda. A2 I read Elasr's letter, it is the pettinesms and the dishonesty
* to which he objects as much as to anything. In my view, he has every right
to be pretty damned pesved, and his objeciions to a pattern of outrageous
treatment by g succession of supposaed hobby ‘stalwarts' ars well taken,

Let me comment also, this tims briefly, on the matter of ths Archives,
I d¢ pot happen tc think that the iesue of who is Walt's annoited successer
as officlal hobby archivist is of any ilmportance. Wwalt was self-annoited
(if at all) in the first place; he got the title mainly because he was the
only one seriously trying to do such a thing. But it has been pointed out
many times - most recently in thia very issue of COSTA by Bob Olsen = that
a multiplicity of archival storages is a good thing, and Rod is correct when
he asaerts that a hobby archivist exists whenever someone sstablighes an
Archives and does something useful with it, Except perhaps in the settle-
went of old (and maybe even valid) grievances, which I suggest are not of
contemporary significance, there is no useful purpose to bs merved by giving
a second thought te who is an "official" archivist in our midst, I care eonly
who haps the material, and who is making it usefully available. Elmer meate
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those c¢riteria. He therefore has my full support in his efforts. But so
would anyone else who undertook to do the same work,

I'm not gure how jong this discussion can go on and still be useful,
Nevertheless, I'm willing to go cone more round, On Page 43 will be found
Rod's late-arriving rejoinder, and we will preswnably have another install-
ment next time. Exchanges of this sort, however, carry with them the
great risk of degenerating into feuwds, whether or not any given participant
desires them to or not, I muat therefore assert my right to curtail any
discussion which T feel is trending that way. That right will not, however,
be used to restrict a legitimate right of reply.

I N A A N N

UPDATE ON NEW GAMES

MARSHALL {(Jihad): Solicitations for preferences lists are now out. The
gams will start shortly by flyer, and the lineup and & Miller Number will

be announted next issue.

BISSEL (W.W.IIIb): Apparently Paul's last adjudication, typed in April,
wac never in fact mailed. I have therefore reprinted it and set a naw
deadline of July 12 for Winter 2018 adjustments.

For both of thesa games, standby players are urgently needed, I
will supply rules and maps to anyone interested.

AV VAN /DA R A N A A A /AT A A A A A A A 4

THE CIRCULATION of COSTAGUANA now stands at 98, Thia i the highest Itye
seen in ten years (of course, for six of those years I wae inactive), and
it is obvious that with a very tiny effort I could break ore hundred and
met off some fireworks or something to celebrate a milestone,,..

There's only one problem, I*m saturated. I*ve reached my 1limit,
I can't go any highsr!

It iz my considered opinion that I would be courting disaster, both
in terms of workload and finances, to exceed one hundred, It has been
in the back of my mind for some while that 100 would be my absoluts max,
but - as ] never really sxpacted to get thie c¢loae - I never bothered to
discuess it, But - here we are.

I mugt therefors announce that I can no longer accept subscriptions
or trades not already established. Other publighers will be so kind, I -
beg, as to note thism fact and atop plugging my journal. T love you for
your kind words, but I just can't deal with any more,

Next issue, I will be¢ including a 'reader response' form that will,
among othar thinge, have the effect of clearing out any deadwood on my
mailing liet. This may help a squib, though in honesty I doubt we'll
find more than four or five nales - if that - in said category. 5o for
the moment, COSTAGUANA 1a closed to new people.

ERIC DEPT.: Yeaterday, Eric threw a toy down the sewer. He regretted it
inutqntIy. and came running to me: "Daddy, I lost a toy. Will you climb
down and get it?" Knowing the truth, I said, "No, Eric, if you threw it
thers, it's gone!"™ Eric considered a moment, then asked, "well, will you
go find somebody who will say yes?M
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THE MAILBOX FILLETH {(yet again!)

Hark 1 do not agree with your statement that "changing rules in mid-
Berch gtream is fraud," without player approval, That is much too

sweeping. Conslder:

1. "So that is why the 'zine will have to go from tri-weekly to
monthly. Incidentally, I noticed that I actually put 'tri-weekly' in
the house rules. Change that to 'monthly.'"

2. "In reviewing my HRs 1 see that T said, 'The QM will reveal who
voted how oh draw Or concession votes,' Take my word for it, that was a
typo; it should read 'will not,'"

3, Ditto, except it's ",,.reveal who proposed a draw/concession.”

&, "The BNC has been firm that uy method for handling standby-replacemant
players will make the game irregular. I can't persuade him otherwise, And
8o, henceforth the hew procedure is...."

5, "The house rule providing for NMR insurance (i.e. I call you collect)
is nov suspended because I no longer have a 'phone, and it's about a 15-nin.
walk to a pay 'phone. And the ‘phone orders will be acceptad only the night
before the deadline' rule is also trashed,”

6. "The house rule of *a resigning player may choose whomever he likes
as a replacemant’ is being modified to add 'except comeone already ia the
sl“.ll!

7. "Of all the dumb ideas I've ever had, the house riule ‘gabe results
are available by 'phone 24 hours after the deadline’ takes the cake. This
time, I had twalve such calla in one eveningl And two new games are starting!
S¢, scratch that from your HRal¥

8. "I'w such an old-timer that I've always umed the criginal 1961
G.R.1. rulebook with suitable revisions, I didn't realize that the later
:glebookn cancelled the 'coastal crawl.' Thum, pleage cross out House Rule

'll‘

G "The local player I had used for creating orders from 'general
orders' has left town, and I don't want the expense of doing this by long
distancs, so cancel H.R. #7, general ordsrs ars no longer viable,”

10, "I's go impressed by CvM's arguments ip favor of gonera)l orders
that I'm going tc use them, so mdd this to the houee rules,,.."

. Let us suppose that one - or a s&jority - of the players objected
(e.g. to #10 - 71 don't NMR and I don't want those who do to have that
protection” = or #2, "My current strategy ie baded on belng able to smoke
out what ally deoean't want the 3-way, and jolning with my other ally to
wipe him out"), Do you stick to your position that there's no justification?

{{(Yep, I do indeed. Inasmuch as you've delineated ten axamples, let's
take them one by one - or, at least, in related groups:

({I must admit that I get the feeling, Mark, that you didn't read my
comments very carsfully, Either that, or I waa far more cbscure than I
thought! It was my impression that I said, quite clearly, that certain
Dechanical ampects of game-running must at all times be left to the needs
of the GM, and if circumstances changs, these things must automatically
change, That'a why I suggest leaving them ocut of houise rules altogether;
make them *policies' but don't lock into them. If someone does lock them-
- gelvee in, well,..hey, 1 warned you! I refer here, of cocurse, to your
examplea 1, 5, 7 and 9, #7 is a little iffy, but it 1z probably related
te the GMs inability to cope with the floed of calls - wife objects, or
kids are awakened, or some such = and thus falls into the sams general
category. Note, Hark, that I used a couple of these as specific exanples
mygelf! Am I really getting eo old that I'm that vague?
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((In Exanples 2 and 3 you are asserting a mere typo, The issue, to
me, is to what extent players have joined the game based on maid alleged
typo. A1l players will have joined with the underatanding gained by the
original (erroneous) wording, If any has joined apecifieplly because of
it, they are entitled to have the game bound by 1t. A GM can ceptainly
fix the error for future pgames, but for existing ones, it must ethically
Btald as written unless all players agree to the revision.

({Exatiple 4 is a rather exceptional situation, and I can see arguments
both ways. Agaln, however, I would point out that players have joined the
game on the basis of the original policy, and they wmay not wish to change
even when informed of the BNC ruling, My gueas ls that most players would
understand the situat on and concur with the propased alteration, But if
cne did not, then despite the conaequences I aver that the original pelicy
must stand,

((Example 6 is absurd. I will take one hell of a lot of convincing
before I will accept that this sort of thing is not assumed by all poteniiml
players even before house rules are written, I have, it i8 true, stated
that altering house rules mid-aztream is frauvd, I thought it went without
saying - but I guess not - that I expacted players to be at the very leapt
rational and of average intelligence. If any player extenda ths so-called
"wigwrite' you cite to the level you imply, they deserve to be resoundingly
laughed at,

{(Examples 8 and 10 are precisely the sort of ex post facto changes
that I abhor. Okay, 8¢ a GM likes 'general ordera' all of a sudden, How
nice. Get your players to agree, and you got it, If pomeone objects, then
hold it back for future game starts only, Beyond that, I say it's fraud,

({I think what you're trying to say, Mark - among other things = is
that thers are a lot of badlyewritten houes rules running around. You'rs
quite right, But I cannot agree with your implication that, however atupidly
he may have concocted them, a suddenly-enlightened GM may arbitrarily slsct
not to be bound by them, In the case of certain mechanical things - the
gudden lack of a 'phone - thers may be nc choicej they ought not to be
‘rules' in the firat place, but on the other hand players really do need
to read house rules with a certain colfmon eense. It strikes me asz rratty
obvious that if a GM writes a rule about 'phone orders, and suddenly finds
himself 'phone-less, the fact of life is that the rule just changed, no
matter how loudly anyone objects,

((In some casss, e.g. the 'coastal crawl' example, it might (and then
again it might not) be relevant to discuss whether or not the rule has seen
application theretofore ir a given gams, But aven if the ruls hadn't yat
come up, I'd be hard-pressed to reapond to an sssertion such asy "I joined
this game precisaly because it was the ouly coastal-crawl game atill going,
I want an Ombudsmanl®)) _

Mark I don't gee why Ken Feel bemoansg the paucity of DIAS openings,
Berch All one needs to do is make a mentsl resclution to veto all non=
DIAS draws, and then the game becomes DIAS,

{({True. But read the draw house-rule pretty carefully, If it's one
of thosa ‘majority rules' things - i,e. unless one nay is an abeclute veto -
then the above won't work, Fortunately, such charades are ECATCEu...))

T T T
 BUY "RAILWAY RIVALS!w
\,\_ -
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Pete Jim-Bov ((Burgess)) says you're running 'Rather Silly Dip,'

Caughan This ism the last straw, and I will simply not go on with
COSTAGUANA any longer. My aub check is enclomed.

P.S. Whether you really are a figment of Rod Walkerts imagination is

irrelevant to me,

((Ta for the check, My own in return, for PERELANDRA - without
which I suppose I can live, but who the hell wants to? - in separately
sent, 1 am at a complete lose to understand the effective difference
- between reciprocal subs and an actual trade, but hey, it's your life....

((Rod Walker ia a brilliant man, and I love him dearly and respect
immensely his mental prowess and imagination. However, it is asking just
a bit much that he could think me wp.))

Jake Thip may not be a topic you wieh to discuss, but as you are &
Walters aage regarding all topics, here poes.ss.

Doctors in Massachuaetts are spending thousands, perhaps mil-
lions, to lotby for laws reetricting awards on medical malpractice sults.
They are trylmg to ecare the public by saying doctors are leaving due to
insurance costs. A recent survey by the Boaton Globe ghowed that the
public largely blames lavyers for the problem, That sama paper just had
an investigative teaw publish ita results - that 4% of the doctors are
responsible for 52% of the jury awards, In 1983, 800 medical malpractice
canes were filsd, About 80 went to trial, the majority of which were won
by the doctors. Only two cases resulted in awards over 1 millica, Of that
4%, the paper discussed two surgeons, both of whom were asked by hospitals
whare they practiced to leave, and were denied privileges due to deaths and
accidents. But, the AMA took no action, and the hogpitals and fellow doc-
tors gave glowing recommendations - and, The doctors moved out of state and
maimed other psople. As one who has hever tried a malyractice case, but
knows others who have, I can gay that the same docters are in court over
and over, Neither the AMA nor the insurance companies punish that 4%.

Say what you will about lawysrs, but in Massachusetts at least the
dishonest and hopeslesely incompetent are reported and removed, It may
take a while, but action is taken,

One other point = I work hard and produce quality products - contracts,
wills, ete, Like anyone else, though, I can make a mistake. A year or so
agod I screwad up a provision of a will., 1 noticed it two days later, ate
" === by c¢alling the client, and fixed it up. If I'd been in an operatien,
and had left a sponge in or something, my mistake would have had more serioue
consegquences, Evern the bemt can make a mimtake = and awards against doc-
tors go with the territory.

((Well, hell, I can't agree that I'm a ''sage on &ll topics," but it
happens that here youtve hit one of my peits,

((I cannot speak for Massachusstts, 1In California, both the AMA and
itas state equivalent, the CMA, have very pcoor recerds. But 20 do the legal
squivalents, the ABA and the CBA, WNelither profession is effectively policed
internally. Our court systems out here have had better success, perhaps
nore with lawyers than with doctors purely by virtue of their greater power
in the legal arena, But it is etill true that California has a reputation
for sffective denling with any professional againgt whom the preponderance
of svidence weighs.

) ({I am, howaver, am advocate of the thesis that this wheole 'malpractice’
business has gone far and away over the brink of rationality, I've no
qualm with ferreting out the scum and stomping them into the mud. But
an attitude has developed among the consuming public that professionals
in any field -~ especially the legal and medical, but alsc the accounting
and plumbing and ice-cream=vending and go forth - must be perfect. No
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profeaseioneal is allowad, by public demand, to be human; mistakes are not
telerated., T hear this at worl every day about the USP5, but of course

we don't have the lawsuit problem to contend with, only the intolarance

of the publie which wants it all, Doctors and lawyers and others don't

have the salks options.

((Courts tend to hold professionals such as doctors and lawyers to a
higher satandard than, say, plumbers and interior decorators, Thia is quite
as it ought to be; the conseguences of a glip can be 8o ouch Dore severe,
even life-threatening. If a doctor wis-diagncass or leaves a sponge in,
and the patient dies, can the patient then be made whele? Ditto the bad.
lawyer whose client is aent to the gas chamber, Whereas with, say, a
plunber, the worst one will normally auffer is a flooded roonm,

((But no matter how much the professional may hold in his/her hands,
the fact is that human beings are fallible. FPerhaps proper surgical pro-
cedure will serve to avoid the unremoved sporge, and any failure is prima
facie negligence. (My mother, an RN with surgical background, would agree
with that,) But a mie=-diagnosis? How about selecting one courae of treat-
meAt over another =~ if the course selected proves a failure, can we hold
the doctor accountable because he didn't pick the othar ome? Where is the
dividing line between incompetence and mere human (or scientific) imper-
fection?

{((Just as thera are quack doctors who nsed curtailing, so thare are
shyster lawyers deserving of the same treatwsnt., But that iz a long way
from blaming the legal profession for the increase in malpraectice rates
and all other ills in the health care world. And there is no question
in my mind that lawyers need to atand ready to serve thoss plaintiffs who
d0 have appropriate causes of actien,

({And so, Jake; up to a point I agree with you, The medical profes-
gion does need a bit better effort at gelf-control of incompetenta. 50
does the legal., But, unfortunately for lawyers, until the wmedical people
clean up their sct -« regardless of whether the legal ones ever do - it will
ke lawyers suing doctors, and thereby getting blamed for escalating fees,
Just as I, as a postal manager, will get blamed if one of my carriera mis-
delivers a letter. It may be unfair, but - well, it comes with the tarri-
tory. It's the way the public views the relationships batween profeagions,
iIf you know a way to change this view, I'd love to hear itt))

Rovert Well, it's now been a couple of months since the Libyan bombing,
Greier T believe one must allow some time to pass before we understand
the broad effects of the raid.

The day after the raid, the world worried, Would Quackdaffy retaliate?
How would the world take a U,S. military action? would the British people
accept the risk their government had taken?

The question I ask is: Why?

The Americana who died were not within our borders. They were on foreign
s0il, Therefore, is it not the responsibility of the countries where they
died to take action? If, for instance, an Italian was murdered in the U.S,,
would our government not feel responsible? Wouldn't we retaliate in gome
way, whether the aggressor was a raving maniac or a helluva nice guy?

The military men who died in the German disco are fairly geood examplea
of an outdated idea. In 1945 the occupation of Germany made sense, thay had
been our enmemy and the occupation was a regrouping of the German people, a
changing of their ideas, the reason for living.
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In 1986 our occupation is a breakpoint from Soviet aggression. Armed
with moss conventional means and a lotta nuclear warheads, we keop the
Europear ceantinent safs for demacracy.

A wonderful lipe, but who keeps Europe sate for Americana? Is that
almno our responsibility? Can we alons h
e iy 3 w clear the world of assholes like

Bo I find myself wondering, not if the bombing was the right
but if we're ssking the right questions, & FREAL Hinwers

{{Good point. After thirty-one years, ars v

. - ¢ atill in oocupation of
Europe, or are we now thers ky invitation ;nd putual agresment? p;f by
:nvttntioud- an:hl think that's it, since if any country invites us to
eave, vé 20 - then arentt wa entitled
uicurtfy? ¢ od to expect a oertain level of local

1t's questionable whether we ought to police the
Elobe even if we

could, but inasmuch as we can't anyway, we cught not to fesl that we havs
to try, 1If others can't shoulder their share, let's help them learn how

to upgrade. 1If othsrs won't be we t
fend for thewselves?)) o BBy ought to just g0 away and let them

Melinda Holley:

Economic sanctions simply would wmot work against Khadaffi or
anybody else. There is no way that the Us could get oaur trading
partners to cut off Libya. The country exporis cil to Europe.

As long aw oil jis a valuable commodity, Libya will not be the
victim of mass mconomic sanctiome. Any special interest group in
the US will scream bloody mupder if the government wanted to
impose sanctions on any country not falling in with tha sanctions
against Libya. Getting the point across is not enough. HWe have
to do momething. Evary countvy kpows our positicn against Libya
and has for some time. That didw't stop Hhadaffi.

Your comment about not descending to the level of terrorists sort
of reminds me about the noble Roman Senators who retired to the
Senata chamber to await the invading Goths. No doubt the Roman
gphators didn*t want to descend to the level of the Goths. They
got destyvoyed.

DiscusgSions on terrorism and the causes of terrorism are usually
held by the victims. Whan dogs the tevrorist attend such
digoussions? Nevar.,. The terrorigt is too busy planning £¢ blow
up ancther airplane. The old adage of “He who lives by the sword
will dig by the wword” also wmeans that it's very rare that one
who employs violence will step away from it. Terrorism s a
means to an end, If a country or person or organization or
whatever refuses toc give in to the tevrorist, then viclerce is
seen by the terrorist as a legitiwmate way of getting what he
warnts., Descending to the level of the terrorist is like hitting
the mule with a Ex4...you have to get his attenticon first.

{(Okay, I've already retreated fyom my sconomio bit
many pages back.
Az t0 the rest - well, lot's do the next letter and thon'eoau-nt.l)
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Dick For the record, I think that bombing Libya, while regrettable,
Martin looks like it was the right thing to do. For the time being,

the terrorists (all of them) are laying low, The reprieve is
a welcome one, a8 I was getting very tired od the hijack of the week on
my evening news.

Sanctions as you propose them are a poor substitute for a little
carefully choser brutality. What, you think it better to destroy the
relations between the U.8. and most of the rest of the free world with
total sanctions against our allies unless they do our bidding? Wwhat better
possible result for the terrorists? ({Okay, Okayl I goofedl!l})

Indead, terrorists seem to be thinking twice before machins-gunning
innocant tourists, Sure, the individual terrorists may be puicidal, but
their leaders ars not, Is Khomeini leading his human wave attacks againat
Iraq? When was the laat time the Colonel was in Athens airport? Does any-
body even know whare Abu Nidal is? These leaders will do nothing to jeoc=-
pardize what they stand for mest - themselves, If the point is made that
terrorist leaders are vulherable, they will be mers reluctant to order the
blowing-up of 2 planeload of vacationers,

Batter to rise up against this undeclared war, and thereby bring an
end to it. I sure hops it works,

{(I guess my whole problem with this whole iseuwe is that I mee our
raid 8 am attack on symptoms, not causes, Yes, there's been a bit of a
respite. If I really thought it was anything more than teaporary, I'd ba
a lot happier., If I had any faith that a few selected ptrikes against the
terrorist lsaders would really aquelch the ‘war,' I might even endoree it,
Byt I'11 just betcha what we've got hers ia a retrenching or restructuring,
maybe even covering trackm so we won't find a 'smoking gun' next time. Who
knows? One thing I'm very cohfident about: In the control of fanatic Aradb
terrorism, we haven't even made a dent,

{(I can only come back to the same point I've harped on all alongy I
have nothing new to add, The aub-structure of this imsue is far too deep.
rooted, far too complex, to be contained merely by the lancing of a boil
or two, Qaddafi is the gcrewisst of them all, and the most powerful, but
he had predecessors who upset us greatly (Arafat, Habach), he has con-
temporaries who could carry the field just as well {Hafez Acsad ie the
best example, but don't ssll Irag's Sadaam Hussein short, he's nuts toe),
and he will have guccessors if he ahould falter. (I tend to view Khomsini
on a bit of a different plene; there are factors at work thejia that are
uniqus - memories of CIA support for the Shah's secret police, ete.)

((It's been oversaid, but it's still trus: Ws are trying to use con-
ventional Weastern wisdom and methods to combat an Eastarn holy war. The two
do not mesh, There's a close parallel with the British in India, with the
Habsburga in Mexico, maybe even with the Russiane in Afghanistan, It ie
significant, I think, that while more rational arab leadera clearly dinavoy
Qaddafi's methodology, not a single one of them has contradicted his princi«
ples. Even the extreme pro-American Arab and Moslem leadera, e.g. Qaboos
of Oman and Hassanal of Brunei, endorss his aims to the hilt sven while
denouncing his actions.

((For the record, as Dick would say, 1 really hope I'm full of hot
air and ;ou're right as rain, But please forgive me if I don't hold ny
breath,)

The next four pages congtitute Rod Walker's reply to Elmer Hinton's
lstter oh pp, 30-34%, Elmer is, of coursze, invited to respond next issue,
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Rod walker:

"m going to try to manage a brief reply to Elmer Hinton's Béék letter,
but this will no doubt gc on a bit. Let me admit, right off, that | have
long doubted (and still doubt) Elmer's motives and competence with respect to
the various hobby services he's tried to take over. Whether my doubts are
justified will have to be judged by any interested person for him/herself. | do
not want to go into them in your lettercol, which would subject you and
your readers to a long exchangs which most people would find boring and futile,

Eimer's letter reads like a mud-slinging political campaign. It's full of
distortions and nonfacts, | was disappointed that Elmar felt he had to lie so
extensively about me, but | wasn't surprised [his recent nonfactual attacks in
KAISSA on the BNC {and Miller Award winner), Bilf Quion, are sxamplary of
how he treats people who disagree with him). | see nc reason to bore your
readers with pages of correction to Eimer's pages of false witness. f they
feel otherwise, let me know and we can deal with it then, but it all seems
paintless.

indead Elmer's whole letter seems pointless. WNobody I3 questioning his
right t0 set up an archive of hobby publications and do whatever he wants with
it. 1 only question calling it "{The) Archive™, which implies a sort of "official®
{in this hobby?) status, If suggests (cbviously deliberately) that his archive
{which after all Is essentially a private collection} ought to be accorded priori-
ty or favored treatment over somebody else's archive. It might even discour-
age somsbody else from attempting a similar colfection. In today's decentrat-
ized hobby, that sort of puffery is an affront.

Two things should be iImmediately obvious to anyone who thinks about all
this: First, if Elmer (or anybody) had a working archive of hobby publications
(usafully catalogued and easily available at reasonable cost), every self-respect-
ing publisher would be anxious to have his stuff in that collection, Elmer (or
whoever) wouldn't have to resort to puffery, character assassination, and
other questionable tactics to gain recognition and support. The fact that El-
mef does enpgage in such things Is a direct measure of how valvable his "ser-
vice™ is ... which I8 to say, not very. That could change (see end of letter),

Sacond, Eimer has been in this hobby for around a decade, and has been
fooling with the “archive" thing for almost that entire time, AH he has
managed to produce in that many years has been a sketchy catalogue of what
is evidently a skimpy coliection. Does this suggest a reason far my skepticism
regarding Elmer?

Anyway, it appears he missed the point of my letter. The question of an
“official” capital-A archive is (and shouyld be) a dead issue. The oply time
such a thing might have existed was in the person of Walt Buchanan, who la-
ter appointed Scott Marley his successor. [See the 10 May 1978 or 79 post-
card to Elmer: "We have decided to pick Scott Marley as tha Archivist,"] Nei-
ther Scott nor Walt has designated any follow-on (although if a claim were to

ba made, Larry Peery would have the best case), so the issue an “official” Ar-
chive should properly be regarded as a dead ona,

[! don't intend to argue with Eimer as to whether the IDA did or didn't
also appoint Scott. I'm working strictly from memory; that he can't tind any
reference to it in his collection is no proof it didn't happen. As | recall, it
was done at the same DipCon meeting at which Elmer was impeached for mal-
feasance in office. Since the IDA is long since defunct, this iine of argument
is ultimately sterile, anywav.]

It must be observed that Walt Buchanan's status was never "official’. g,
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1978 he was simply the hobby's only active archivist, by default. Until 1972
there was at least one archive fully as large and as well catalogued as his:
mine. In fact, | published more, and more thorough, bibliographic catalogues
and studies than Walt ever did. |f he was regarded as the “official" [A]rchiv-
ist, it was because he had earned the respect and colperation of the hobby's
publishers (something Elmer has faited to do in all these years), not because he
demanded obsequious genuflection to the Capital A,

Nobody should object ta Eimer Hinton running an archive, If he wants
general acceptance of some sort of pseudo-official status for it, | suggest he
needs to earn that, just as Walt Buchanan earmed it, and not expect instant
recognition as the putative heir to a nonexistent title. If he were to spend
his energy and time on compiting a real and useful archive, with useful cata-
logues, instead of abusive letters and editorials, we might see some rea! pro-
gress and a genuine contribution to the hobby. The mountain has labored, lo,
for a great time, and we have yet to see more than a little smoke. [This is,
by the way, another reason ! question Elmer's motives, He's avid to take o-
ver other large-scale hobby projects, when in fact an honest archive would ba
guite enough to occupy him fuil-time.]

I¥ we reduce this dispute to practical terms, what Elmer appears to
be striving for, more than anything, is to get people to send him their private
collections of 'zines so he can add them to his private coliection. He sees the
“official® pose as a necessary inducement. It seems nearly averyone who has
anything to contribute to the Hinton Diplomacy Library finds his blandishments
as unconMncing as | do. Believe me, Elmer, | understand. I'm a collecter,
too, ant | ampathize with the needs of acquisitiveness. (I still have an exten-
sive, if selective, collection of early Dipzines.) It seems to me that you've
falled to amass the sort of coltection which you've had both time and oppor-
tunity to obtain. Perhaps it would be better to stop trying to blame others
for that failure and concentrate on the nitty-gritty of collecting. It can be
done; | know because | did it and | was around when Walt did It. All you
need are subgtantial helpings of trading, good will, research, and ready cash, A
Diplomacy archive Is esentially a private collection, nothing more. An honest
approach, recognizing this fact, will make you sound much less like a pompous
ass, 1'd also recommend an honest and productive approach to the question of
a wseful and productive archive; see later in this letter,

Some other specifics:

1, The Buchanan postcards sent to Conrad aren't at all convincing, They
are conditional and noncommittal. The one quoted, the "big gun®, uses “could"
where a commitment would have "will". The only real question is whether
Walt is willing to ship Elmer his Diplomacy colfection, which obviously he isn't,

2, The postcard whose 1978/9 date Elmer regards as so important has a
"1979" postmark all right, but the 2nd "9" has the tail drawn in by hand {that
much seems obvious in the xerox). Why this was done, for clarity or decep-
tion, ¢ can't tell. The top part of the "9 could easily be the top of an "8%
but the other 9 isn't distinct enough for comparison, At the very least, Elmer
has compremised his own evidence, But assuming 197"3" is correct, $o what?
The bottom ling is, the "Hoosier Archive™ is Walt's personal property, He, and
he alone, can decide to deed it over to Elmer. These postcards, regardiess of
date, do not create an obligation on his part to do so.

3. "Fake" MONGO? Well, now, maybe 'tis and maybe 'tisn’t. Even Con-
rad himself has offered various opinions a different times. | can certainty cer-
tify that | have the originals and that if they were subjected to analysis it
would find {to the extent that might be possible) the materials thereof are
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from the early 60s. Everyons is welcome to judge for her/himself; a complete
sat of copies {published as RUDDIGORE 2) can be got from me for $1,

4. Elmer seems f(helasl) so very upset that | would use the backs of
miscellaneous old 1-sheet 'zinelets for Jetters. That's very tannish, you know,
'm nothing if not fannish. | have, Elmer, had ssts of thosa ‘zines on sale for
years, You know that: | published a catalogue (which | believe you obtained a
copy of) and advertized them in D.W. (I suppose now the prices would have to
be higher.) | haven't tossed them (yet} and you're still weicome to buy them,
If you're so concerned with the preservation of such arcansly minor items, |
can givé you a cwrent price on any of the sets or on the whole schmesr.
Cash in advance, of course, They'll even have virgin reverses!

5. ¥ Elmer charges 124¢/page for archive copies, that iz less than |
would have expected on the basis of his incredible Diplomacgy fees (of which
more anon). Whether this is reasonable depends on his actual xerography costs.
It seems not unreascnable for ons who just wants a short item. It would be
ridiculous to order whole 'zines at that rate--but then, no collacter would ever
accopt a copy If an orginal might be available somewhers.

6. | find it reasonable to be wary of any rate quoted by someone who
charges $3 per season for a Diplomacy game. Diplomacy isn't the same sort
of game as the “professional™ simulation and role-playing games for which such
fees are normal, A reasonable fee is that set by the industry standard, and in
postal Diplomacy, the industry standard fs {and always has been} GRAUSTARK.
John Boardmar charges $18 Hat, or about 502/season if the game lasts until
1909 and you don't count Winter. In practice, GRAU games are closer to, say,
35¢/season. Some GMs charge a little more than that, but 1'd guess John's lo-
ging money in most instances, | can see no motive for charging more than 8
times the industry standard except that of making a hefty profit. Flease un-
derstand: | don't question Elmer's right to charge cutrageous fees. | merely
quastion the common sense of anyone who pays them. Now: if | know that
Elmer charges outragoous fees in one area, ain't | justified in baeing suspicious
of other fees he charpes, even if they appear to be more nearly reasonable?
(Pace, Conrad; | figure If Lord Peter Wimsey can say H...)

in the final analysis, an archive {or any other hobby-related project) has
to be judged by what it coes, Not even Walt Buchanan had what | consider a
trly working archive, He had a catalogue of his holdings (which ssldom, if
evar, saw print after 1974), but not of the contents, which would be the heart
of the matter. | would not consider any archive a real assst to the hobby un-
tir it's producing something like my old INDEX TO DIPLOMACY PERIODICAL
LITERATURE. That was a quarterly figing of every article and feature {game
analyses, important letters, variants, &c.) which appeared in the hobby press.
I produced a complete listing for 1971 and was wefl into 1972 when | dropped
from the hobby. (I know Elmer is unaware of the circumstances, or he would
have tactfully--1 hope--avoided his unnecessarily crusl remark regarding Con-
rad's rescue of the Boardman Numbers then,)

Until Elmer bagins producing a ugeful topical index of Diplomacy
listerature, his Dipzine collection can't be of much use to the concerned hob-
byist. Anybody who is committed to being an archivist on that scale probably
deserves a Capital A and would probably (I'm not qiving you a blank check,
Elmer) perhaps maybe have my concerned support in getting his hands on
a complete collection. I'd also like to suggest that if Elmer is really con-
cerned with hobby literature, he ought to learn the rudiments of English spel-
ling and grammar. Elmer's usage Is an embarrassment, if not to himself, at
least to anyone with a modicum of respect for our language.
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| would hope, though, that such a massive resource could provide copies
at a lower fee, Perhaps Elmer could work a deal with publishers whereby if
they send him copies gratis, he'll provide copies of their material at a substan-
tially reduced rate. But this assumes he starts making a topical index avail-
able, Without it, who cares?

I'd like to see at least 2 such collections in this country..for greater ac-
cessibility as well as insurance against disaster. Right now we don't aven have
one. All the rhetoric Eilmer Hinton can muster doesn't change that fact. Only
a lot of hard work by Elmer {or some other dedicated person(s]} can change it.
Eimer, you may know a lot about archiving, but you have yet to show it
A mere general catalogue is nothing, Where are the subject/topic indices, the
bibliographic studies, the statistical compilations, the articles? (Have you
thought about getting a ghost writer who can speli?) | have never claimed 1o
be an archivist, much less an Archivist, but | was doing all those things before
you got into in the hobby. If you're an a or Archivist, then | challsnge you to
start behaving like one. It weuld also help it you were less ove ring, less
demanding, and more coliperative, Give your collection the time, effort, and
attention it deserves, and yod wmay find your present puny results will be vast-
ly improved. After all, nobody is under any obligation to help you; so try
earning their help instead of sitting back and assuming you deserve it.

AV YAV VYAV ANV AV A RV AN N A A A A A A A A

Conrad again., Well, you guessed it; I showed Rod a copy of Elmer's
lstter in advance, It struck me as a good way to compress thia dialogue
into fewar issues. I certainly would have accorded Elmer the same courtesy
save only that Rod got nis reply to me only today, June 28,

Elmer gets sight of reply next time, of course, and then I'll call a
halt in these pages. Unlesa new factual evidence, or new contributore,
crop upy I really think this feud-in-the-making (which we certainly doa't
want here, do we?) will by then have run its course. I will, of course,
append my own comments at that time,
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Next issue will also see two arsas covered that were planned for thia
time, but have fallen by the space-limitations wayside: The final segment
of the House Rulea Forum {which is already typed, and an advance copy of
which has gone to Bruce Linszey to help him finish off an article), and the
reaponses to my aon Ross' question, "How do you play Diplomacy?" Contribu-
tions to the latter are still welcomel -
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BEEN TRAINING
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GAME 1985Ad4 ~ The Tergiversatory Tapir - Winter 1907

It has been asked that we hold thie at Winter only. Okay, though
I'm not all that thrilled,..I really do prefer the British two-season

gameB,; Y'Knowes..

AUSTRIA {R,Jacob Walters, PO Box 1064, Brookline, WA 02146-1064): Has!
a'a tri, ven (2).

ERGLAND (Matt Fleming, 445 W. Gilman, #4017, Medison, WI 53703-1041): Build
f lvp, f #di, Hes: a's vis, swe, walj f's lvp, edil, nth, nwy, bot,
tun (9). —_

FRANCE (John Walker, 4819 Corian Oak, San Antonio, TX 78219-1848): Build
a mar, Hss: ats lvn, stp, tyo, kie, tus, sil, mari f's wes, rom,
tyn, ion (11).

ITALY (Michael Pustilnik, 140 Cadman Plaza Wemt, #13=J, Brooklyn, NY 11201-
1844): Removes f apu. Has: a budj f's nap, gre (3).

RUSSIA (Doug Brown, BO Box 58%, Penngrove, CA 94951-0584): F StP retreats
off the board. Builds a =os, a sev. Has: a's ser, gal, war, ank,
mos, sev} f's con, sasm, bal (9),

Revisions to Spring 1908 movea - I've got gomething cn file for every- -
one - are due Saturday, July 26, 1986,

I have a proposal for an E/F draws Because some of you may not other-
wise be bothering te send letters this time, I'11l hold off until after the
Spring to call for a vote,

RUSSIA TO ITALY: Sorry I've baen puch a ¢lod in coordinating moves, 1
tried calling but missed you, You've always got Rumania to retreat into
to keep you alive if pnecessary,

JAMUL: Or, he could go into hiding and pretend nobody noticed.

LONDON TO MOSCOW (certainly not Warsaw): The plain truth ie that we will
milch you, And despite your bravado of last issue, I think you know it,

If thers iz an ounce of cooperation betwsen I/A in thes south this turn you
can hold us up a little whils longer, but some things ars inevitable. Vote
Jos.

JAMUL: ©Oh, now we're voting on mulch bonda?
Is/ s/ v/ /v /s /v /v vl s s v s v

GAME 1984HI - The Extroverted Emu - Fall 1910

AUSTRIA (David Pierce): a apu {h)., f wea (h),

FRANCE (Matt Fleming): &'a ser, tri, lvp, gre, bel, ven, gas, par, spaj
f's room, eng, nap, smy, tun, lon ALL (h),

GERMANY (John Walker): a gal (e) bud. a rum (s) bul. a ber-pru, f nwy-
nthe f hel-nth. a's ruh, com, bul, ank, bud, tyo, mun, boh, kie}
Tis hol, edi ALL (h),

There ars no retreats, With Austria eliminated this Fail {no centres},
and with France and Germany at seventeen each, a draw has bsen proposed and
agreed to, The game is over.
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We will presume that all appropriate builds have been made, and stop
right new. For next time, it would be my pleasure and honer to print any
snd-game statements which any player, past or present, wishes to submit,
I will throw in a few notes of my own, and also a full summary,

For now, wa have this press:

WALKER TC wHOM IT MAY CONCERN: You may find it interesting to check the
position in Turkey., Paul Rauterberg set up the German unite o that Germany
can decide whether to win or take a Z2-way! Well, I thought it was interest-

ing..-.
JAMUL: (Yawn) Yup, sure 1B...Z22ZZs.s..

PARIS TC BERLIN: Sometimes in life nothing seems to go right, 4And then
there is the Emu, One of my greatest hobby triumpha and fulfillments has

to have been sharing a draw with you in a game GMed by Uncle Connie, May
peace reign in San Antonic tomorrow and forever,

JAKUL: Aye, aye! On the other hand, if that'e an end-game statement, it's
awfully basicssss

b6 b Bl L4 L LL G& B3 LD LML EL Md AL L& AL AL LY &L ML id LI L LI 4L ML

GAME 198SHE - The Dalirious Dik-Dik - Spring 1904
Curicusly encugh, the Austrian build was A Bud,

AUSTRIA (John Walker, 4819 Corian Oak, San Antonio, TX 78219-1848}: a gre
(8) bul, a bul (h)e a tri=ser. a con-amy. a vie-=tri, =a bud=tri,
f asg {5) con-smy.

ENGLAND (Simon Billennaas, 61-A Park Avenue, Albany, NY 12202-1722)t & yop=-
lvp, f nthaoden, nyg-nth, f{ nwy (h). f bel (h).

FRANCE (Robert Acheson, PO Box %622, Sta, SE, Edmonton, Alhartn, CANADA
T6E 240): a gas (8) bur-mar, & bur-mar. a par-bur. f pic-bre,
f mid-spa ac.

GERMANY (Dan Gerham, 800 S, Euclid, Fullerton, CA 92632-2613): a ruh (a)
hol, a hol {(s) ruh. & mun-ber. f den-nth. f nat-iri.

ITALY (Paul Rauterberg, 4158 Monona Dr., Madison, WI 53716-1662): NMR,
& ven, a pie, f lyo, f wes (hl.

RUSSIA (J.Ron Brown, 1528 El Sersnc Pl,, Bakersfield, CA 9330L.L&01):
a gev-arm, & galegil, a eil-pru. f bla {(8) gev-arm, f rum (&)
AUS bul., f swe (s) ENG yor-den.

TURKEY {Rob Anderson, 320 Oceana, Oscoda, K1 48750-1418): NMR, a ank,

f Bmﬂ {h)-
Retreat: Turkish f smy to ayr, eas, or out the window,

Looks like we need a couple of atandbys ~ the Turkiah will be a kind
of "hey, guy, how about a one-ghot favour?" thing, but I did promise to
replace everybody, so:

For Turkey from Conrad Minshall, 3702 Tarragona Lane, Austin, X 78727-
6049, For Ttaly from Pat Jensen, 712 Minnesota Ave,, Albert Lea, KN
56007~3621.

And Fall 1904 moves are due Saturday, July 26, 1936.
Next on the menn - Squiblettes of Press. Next pages...
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ENGLAND TO WORLD:; My *phone ia (518) 463-8485, All Diplomacy calls are
encouragad before 10:30 p.n, Eastern time,

JAMUL: Yes, but keep in mind that 2 a.m. is before 10:30 p.m,

DATLY BLATTER: The great Jerman battleship the Bismarck is still sailing
mightily onward, and the English navy ia at a loss as to what to do.
Guess the French navy will have to enter the English Channel to save the
day! Wonder if French troops will be neaded in London??%?

JAMUL: To avenge Agincourt?

-
-
-
-
-
L}

i H i i i i i i H } ¥ i i
GAME 1986AC - The Bimexual Bear - Winter 1901

AUSTRIA {(Nelson 7, Heintzman, 2255 Delaware Ave., #Cali, Buffalo, NY 14216-
2621): Build a bud, Has: a‘'s gal, ser, bud; f ion (&),
ENCLAND (Bart Denny, 1410 Feadow Vieta Rd., Meadow Vigta, CA 95722-9533):
Build f edi, Has: a yor; f's edi, nwy, lon (&),
FRANCE (David Andersom, PO Box 3761, Pontiac, MI 48059-3761): Build a Pars
Has: a's mar, por, par; f eng (4),
GERMANY (John Crosby, 1496 washington Lane, West Chester, PA 19382-6871):
Build a mun, a kis, Has: a's hol, ruh, mun, kie; f den (5),
ITALY (Robert W. Greier, Jr., 15171 Gromley Road, Salem, OH 44460-9510):
Build f nap. Has: a's tun, pie; f's nap, tyn (%).
RUSSIA (Blair Cusack, 1208-1375 Prince of Wales Dr., Ottawa, Ontario,
CANADA K2C 3L55= Build a moa, Has: a's war, ukr, mog; f's
sev, swe (5},
TURKEY {Stephen Wilcox, 5300 W. Gulf Bank, #103, Housten, TX 77088-2906):
Build a smy. Has: a's bul, con, smy; f bla (&),

The deadline will be July 26, 1986, for Spring 1902 moves. If I
have slimed a sloppy check mark in this npace + T have tentative
movea on file for you - which may be changed until deadline, of course.

ITALY TO FRANCE: From your eyes I look like a damn fool with no dignity?
Well, excuse me! Actwally, I haven't managed to piss off a possible ally,
I guess I don't care what your esyes sesl

FRANCE TO ENGLAND: I hope to become your ally agmin. I honestly don't
resember ordering f bre«sng. But, regardlese, we all have our days. Do
You want to try again?

ITALY TO ENGLAKD: $hall we smash the French mensce?
ITALY TO GERMANY: wanna help?

ITALY TO AUSTRIA: Do you really expect me to believe that? That's mors
whacked out than getting a tooth brush from the tooth fairy!

JAMUL: Yeah, the Tooth Fairy left me a leaky tube of Crest!
1-1-1-1-1-1-1~1=2=1~1=1-1-1+1-1=1-13=1-1-1=1-1~1-]-1-1-1~1-]=1=]al-1~1-1

GAME 1983CL - The Suicidal Suni - Fall 1911
The Rwesian f den /r/ skaj Fremch f nwy /r/ o.t.b.
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That was a pretty stupid place to begin a game report, eh?

FRANCE (Paul Rauterberz, 4158 Monena Dr,, Fadison, WI 53716-1662): NMR!
a'e ber, kie, ruh, pie, mun; f's lyo, mid, iri, nwg, lvp, den, naf (h).
ITALY {Doug Baker): £ tyn-nap,
RUSSTA (Ediin Henry, 313%?"?%6th Pl, S.E., #3-207, Auburn, WA 98002-308k):
a pru (s) sil-ber. a sil-ber, a vie-tri. a swe-den, a stp (s) nwy.
f nwy (h). f cly-edi, f eka (8) swe-den,
TURKEY (Ken Hager, 15434 Sherman Way, #2-11%, Van Nuys, CA 914%06-4239):
a tyo~oun. a ven-tyo. a rom {s) apu-nap, a ser (h). a bul-rum,.
T eas-aeg. f gre-alb, f rum-bla, f sev (h). f apu-nap, { ion
(8) tun, f tun (8} ITA tyn-wes.

Retreats: Frénch f den to bal, ska, nth, or the netherworld. French
a ber is not going to be preesent at the next reunion....

Cantrea:

F: %1: par, bre, mar, spa, por, lon, lvp, hol, bel, mun, kie. Ewen,

D: Well, gee, it's been fun....

11: war, mea, stp, 8we, nwy, den, edi, ber, vie, tri, bud. Build three,
but room for just two of ‘en,

T: 12: con, smy, ank, eev, rum, bul, ser, gre, ven, rom, nap, tun. Even,

For a French standby, let's beg Robert Acheson, PO Box 4622, Sta. SE,
Edmonton, Alberta, Canada TEE 2A0,

For next time it's gonna be a 1ittle complicated. For one thing, Ed
will Be on reserve duty July 10 to 27. For another, I'm a believer in
holding things to minimums when a significant player change octurs. Soi

Winter 1911 and Spping 1912 {which may ba conditional) are due Sat-
urday, July 26, 1986. TIf Paul continues, that's what I'll print, If
Robert takee over, I'1l print only the winter and go from theras,

RUSSIA TO FRANCE: ThabkSeses

RUSSIA TO TURKEY: ThanksBeess

JAMUL: Whassamarra, don't 1 get in this teco?
ITALY TO WORLD: Banzai and farewell!

TURKEY TO ITALY: Unless I1've wiswritten an order this season ghould mark
the end of our struggle, You put up a grand defenae and it's been a
pleasure playing against you, I really wish you'd accepted my offer

to turn against France so we wouldn't be at this point now, DBut, I
understand your resolve, Again, thanks for the spirited opposition,

JAMUL TO ITALY {and WORLD): May I please add my own appreciation here?
Doug Baker stands, to my way of thinking, as a shining example of the

kind of player we Gamesmasters hope and pray we will run acroso once in

a whila, He ias, though T adamit T barely know him, a pleasant fallow,

But he 1= also the ultimate in reliable and faithful players no matter

how wratched the position. He invariably sent moves in duplicate Jjust

to be certain he naver wissed. His orders were always early. He was, in
short, one of those playera I never had to worry about; I knew Doug would
be thers. Mr. Baker, sir, you areé welcome in my world any day of the week,
Thank you very much.

Hom,,, Just enough space to start the next report, eh?
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GAME 19850

The
Narcoleptie
Nilgal

Spring
1306

For those who may still have questions, this game iz not "Nervous
Nellie," nor is it "Narclssletic Narvhal," nor even "Non-Hormal Noodle.”
As the new logo clrealy proves, this is indeed the nasty, nefarious,
nihilistic, nibbling Narcoleptic Nilgai. Illustration courtesy Alan
Greier, age six,

AUSTRIA (Dick Martin, 26 Orchard Way N., Rockville, KD 20854=6128):

a l.uky,

ENGLAND inohort W. Greier, Jr., 35171 Gromley Road, Salem, OF 44460-9510)1
f nat-mid, f bre (8) nat-mid. § cly-lvp. f nwy-ath.

FRANCE (Kevin Tigha, 2026 Agate, Eugene, OR 97403-1751): a tyc-ven.

a mar (h), f lto-tyn., f wes {s) lyo-tyn.

GERMANY (Paul Gardner, Rt. 1, Box 2330, Newfane, VT 05345=9734): a ruh-bel,
g 8il-war, a Mun=boh, A del=mwe, & 1lvn (g) atp-mos. a stp-nos,
f kie-hel, f bel=nth, f 1vp-wal,

ITALY (Pat Jensen, 712 Minnesmota Avenue, Albert Lea, MN 56007-3621):
& tri (8) ven-tyo. a ven-tyo. a rom-ven. f tun (s) tyn-wee, f tyne
wea. [ tus-lyo.

RUSSIA {Conrad S, Minshall, 3702 Tarragona lLane, Auatin, TX 78727-5049):
f owe=nwy,

TURKEY (Michae} Puatilnik, 140 Cadman Plaza West, #13-J, Brooklyn, NY
11201-1844);: a mer (a) bud., a rum-gal. & ukr {(s) mos-war. a bud
(8) rum-gal, a mos-war. & con=bul. a ank-sev. f{ bla (c) ank-sev.

f ion=-tyn,.

Retreats: Austrian a gal to vie or o.t.b. The Turkish army Moscow
has, after careful congideration, elected to terminate its participation
iz this game. The French fleet West Med may boing back to naf, spa, or
over the rainbow. And the French a tyo has the options of fieeing in
ignominy to mun, vie, pie or blocey. Of course your fall moves may be
made conditional or any of the multitudinous permutations of this....

And speaking of Fall 1906 moves - if they ain't here by Joly 26, 1986,
they ain't here!

Okay, so that's the boring stuff (aside from the portrait of Our
Founder.) The fun starta overleaf,
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BREST: As the Grand Admirel sat, amoking his last ciparette, he pondered
the reasoning behind the new naval comstruction in Kiel. 'Could revenge
be the possible motive®" he turned over in his mind. "Of course not," he
resumed, "We have done nothing to offend the German Kaiser,

"Phan does he wish ta control the grand islands of Great Britain?"
he digcugged with himsalf, "Surely he realizes the Ottoman Empire will
break his back, while hia gains will be minimal,"

He rose his hefty frame to walk to his bunk, realizing the only
possible strategy was a euicide attack aimed at weakening the German
military tmchine. 'What do I care if Turkey wins the war, gweet revenge
will come with Germany's lose," he murmured as he dozed off to dreamland.
His last thoughtz wera that the Kaiser must be a total idiot....

ITALY TO GERMANY: Right,

ENGLAND TC TURKEY: Please, PLEASE deatroy the Germsn menace, it would be
just desserts.

ENGLAND TO ITALY: See, SEE, T told you, hang in there. So what if Germany
is pismed at you, he'll be pissed at me now. Hey France, wanna piss Germany
off? What say, Turkey? .

CONRAD TO DICK AND CONRAD: Makea yow fesl wanted, hey, being ignored like
that?

=#)=

And now, before we get to music, let's run through the last Nilgal
contest and see who wins a taps/dis¢ this time, The quiz was: Predict
the orders in the 'Suni® game for Ita f tyn and (as a tis-breaker) Fre
a ruh,

Dick and Michael got the firat one right: F Tyn-Nap. HNobody got the
tie-breaker correct {inaamuch as France missed his moves). We therefors
have a tie, and wa'll need yet anocther tie-breakers...

Okay, we're going to go hog-wild this time. We will have both a
tie-breaker, for which only Dick and Michael are eligible (and the winner
will receive, postpaid, a cassette or LP of his choice, max, value §10),
We will aleo have a new contest for everyone. I'm not going to be able
to afford to keep this going forever, but it sure is fun for now while
I'm learning about rock....

TIE-BREAKER: Bagic quéstion: Name the ¢oin that preceded the U.5. nic el
a8 a five-cent piece,
Tie=breaking tie-breaker: In Beethoven's Fifth Symphony,
in ¢ minor, what tone of the scale (by letter name) igs sounded first
:Y thg firgt violins? (Your choices are: a-flat, b-flat, c, 4, e-flat,
1 B

NEW NILGAI QUIZ for all players: COSTAGUANA has & mailing 1ist of ninety-
nine people, 1if you include we as a player in 'King,' Of these 99, name
the first one on the mailing list in alphabetical order. (Kis name is
printed in this issue.) As a tie-breaker, name the last, (Hie name does
not appsar this issus, but it was printed in the laet ons.) Actually, I
had planned tc ask you to name the one in the exact centre, too = #50
but that turns out to be silly because he would be wholly unknown to you,
{In case yov care, 1t's Denis Jones of London.)
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And now it's time to get into rock.

Thanks very much to all of you for your recommendations. Every single
player threw out a faw ideas, and aven one non=player had some comments,
I have taken the liats, and started buying. 3o far 1 have four tapss,
and more will be bought as budget allows, And you know what?

I LOVE ITHIE
Here's what you suggested:

NICHAEL: Air Supply's Greatest Hits, Flashdance soundtrack, and Diana Roass'
"To Love Again" ("which isn't exactly rock, but...."}

PAT: Planet P. Project's "Pink Werld."

DICK: The Clash, "London Calling” or "“Sandinista," Bob Dylan, "Bloed on
the Tracks." Springsteen, "E Street Shuffle” or "Born to Run," U-2,
nnforgettables Fire." The Who, "Quadrophenia."

PAUL: who, "Quadrophenia.," Elvia Costello, "Imperial Bedrcom." U=2,
"October.” Steely Dan, "Katy Lied,"

XEVIN: The Bobs, "I Hate the Beach Boya." The Pretanders, "Pratenders I"
or "Learning to Crawl," Laurie Anderson (no album title specified),

DICK (later letter): Stevis Wonder, "Innervisions."

CONRAD: Sparks, "Indiscreet" or "Propaganda.” MHothers, "Overnight Sen-
sation," The Deatroyers, "(untitled)," Woodstock., Patti Smith, "Easter."
The Kinks, ""One for the Road,"* Elvis Costello, "My Aim is True," Cree-
dence Clearwater, "Cosmos Factory,"” The Stones, "Through the Past Darkly."

ROBERT: AC/DC, "Back in Black." Sammy Hagar, "VOA." Deep Purple, "Per-
fect Strangsra.” Boaton, "Boston." EKrokua, "Ballroom Blitz,"

BO3 QLSEN: Joy DPivision,

Pob (Olsen) also offers the following comments on the groups 1 listed
and agked for classification of1

nOgris Ozborns - sick garbage, Madonns = mindliess rubblsh, Men At
Work - one-hit wonders, boring division, Deep Purple - has-beens from 15
years ago, Springateen - compstent but grossly over-hyped. ©Sha Na Na -
a joke, HMeat Loaf = repulsive trash. Bo Diddley - The COriginater. 500%
mors man than the rest of this sorry crew, and the only one who commands
a permanent place in my collection.”

Uncle Connie responds: In many cases I agras, Ifve listened to at
least one album by each of the above, and my feelings generally parallel
yours. Mostly whers we disagree is a matter of degree, not of intent:

For instance, "aindleas rubbish" is being a bit too generous with Madonna,
Thers are three - no, make that four - places where I want to make some
comnents:

Bo Diddlsy - No gueation, Bob, he's cne of the Great Omes, My only
codicil would be that there are others whc deserve mention in the same
breath {yeah, I know, I didn't mention thes either): Chuck Berry, Fats
Domins, Howlin' Wolf, and of course the "Queen" himself, Little Richard.

Springsteen - Agreed, he's hyped beyond rationale, but that doesn't
detract from his importance, To me, he's rather more than merely "compe-
tent,'
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Hen At Work = They've done a number of songs I find impressive, and
on stage they're excellent. You're right that they're flashes in the pan,
but I think ‘'one hit' is aelling them short. Though, considering that
they have not progressed very much, it may not much matter,

Desp Purple - Now hera's the one and only place where we disagree
completely, I find them a phanomenally brilliant group, ever-changing
and growing, experimenting with all manner of things from symphony orchestra
to claseic rock to heavy 'new ware,' They are by no Means "The Originators,”
but they are certainly "The Expanders" - taking whatever is presentsd and
carrying it into depths naver imagined by the creators. These peopls, un-
like most rock players, are true musicians,

=;.=;!)l=

And now to Part One of The Rock Education of Uncle Connie:

0f all the albums suggested, 1 owned exactly one: Flashdance. Goed
stuff! Highly geared for msss appeal, but - 80 what? There are soms fine
things here, and Resa and I are quite taken with the whole bita....

{Perhaps I should have mentioned; *The Education of Uncle Connie?
also includes Ross, who likes Madonna and needs a bit of *culturing'se.e)

Okay. So based on your recommendations, I've started to buy a few
things. More will be forthcoming, but we have to allow for my budget,
which ain't great - ] do not intend to abandon my colleaction of Every
Recording Ever Made of the Music of Joseph Haydn (I'm over 3,000 now).
Anyway, &t thia juncturs I*'ve bought four cassettaes:

THE CGLASH: Cut the Crap
U=-2: Unforgettable Fire
THE WHO: Quadrophenia

PRETENDZRS: Pretenders I

Unfortunately the last one listed is defective, and I haveu't gotten
back to exchange it yet. 50 I only get to comment on the firat three:

Clash, Thia isn't the specific album suggested, but my shop dida't
have what I wanted, so I decided to try the group and not worry about the
specifica. Overall impresaicn: Fantastic! I hear a lot of reggae influence
here, but moulded with a strong beat and occasionally acme really fine
lyriess ‘'Dictator,' *'Cool Undar Heat' and 'North and South' are sapecially
strong. 4 lot of thig is pretty derivative, but the Clash pepform with
such blatant joie de vivre that who givea a flying one?

=2 Not bad, but not great. Fxcellent instrumentals, Grabbing
lyricss A little repetitive from song to song, and an awful lot of deri=-
vation (Dylan and Marley in particular) - but still, truly fine as background
and worth further investigation. I will be looking for the other albums
suggested,

The Who: Now here we have the c¢ream; no pun intended, This ien't
Juat geod rock; this is fine, original musiec. NO WONDER they have the
reputation they've got, I auggeat to you that the first song on the tape,
'I am the Sea,' is degtined for immertality; it is a moment of extreme
enervation and alone ie worth the price of the tape. But The who don't
stop there; 'The Dirty Joba', 'Ia It In Ky Heamd?,' and the truly beautiful
'Love, Reign Oter Me' atand out among a series of unbroken brilliant
cuts. I can, and will, liaten to this one until the stupid tape wears
out - and then I'll buy another,

Please stay tuned, The budget is good this months, and Part Two
will follow,
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GAME 1986Ben05 - William Rufus deVane King - Spring 1902

Although I did remark to one player about the possibility of a missed
move this turn, I neglected to allow for the 'NMR insurance'! system Simon
had announced. Thus, all moves did in fact come in,

AUSTRIA (Kevin Tighe, 2026 Agate, Eugene, OR 97403-1751): a war-mos.

a run {m) PER smysev, & ¥leatyo. a budetri. f gre-ion.
BARBARY STATES (Jake Walters, PO Box 1064, Brookline, HMA 02106-1064):

a eth (8) alg-1ib, a alg~lib, ¢ mor-wms. f sa0 (s} spa. £ spa

8c (8) ITA Ea-mar.

ENGLAND {David Andsrson, PO Box 3761, Pontiac, MI 48059-3761): a den (s)
nwy-swe., f lon-enc. f lyp-irs. f nth (g) lon-enc, f nuy-swe.

FRANCE (Jeff Hoffman, 3 Canoe Brook Drive, Princeton Junction, NJ 08550~
1601): a mnr-ay&. a bur-gas. f bre-mao. f por (8) bBre-mao.

GERMANY (Michael Pustilnik, 140 Cadman Plaza West, #13~J, Brooklya, NY
$1201-1844): = msun-boh. a bel-pic. a kie-ruh, a ber-mun, f hol (h}).

ITALY (Conrad Minshall, 3702 Tarragona Lane, Austin, TX 78727.6049): a tri
(a) ple-tye, a ge-tyo, a ven (a) tri, f rom-tys, f nup-ics. f cor-
gol,.

PERSIA {John Croaby, 1496 Washington Lane, West Chester, PA 19382-6871):
a sgy~eth, a arm-ale, f jor wo - "emg" {(sic)), I sms-cre.

RUSSIA (Conrad von Metgke, 4374 Donald Ave,., San Diego, CA 92117=3813):
A sev-ukr. a geowssy, f kazemos. f swe (h),

TURKEY (Rebert O'Donnell, Star Rt. 1, Box 732-37, Winaton, OR 97496-9527):
a bul (8} AUS rum. a smy-cre. f{ aeg (c) gmy-cre. £ ank-con.

The Russian fleet Swedan is dislodged and retrsats off the hoard,

Fall 1902 moves are due FRIDAY, JUNE 25, 1986, Gamesuaster is Simon
Billenness, 61-A Park Ave., Albany, NY 12202=1722. ‘'Phone (518) 4u3-848s,

LONDON TIMES: The Prims Minister didn't think of anything today. Every-
one wonders what he will think of next,

MOSCOW TO VIENNA: What will I offer you to call off your attack? Hah! It
is to laugh! Hisk your 4, you silly twit....

AV AV AN AN A A A A A AR A Y A |
GAME 1986Arb32 - Schuyler Celfax - Fall 1902

Total magnificence, that'as what this ig,a..

AUSTRIA:; & mun-ber. f ion=gre.

ENGLAND: & nyy-gwa. f nth-den. f hel (5) nth-den. f{ ang-nth,

FRANCE: m ruh {s) bur-mun, a spa-gas, @& bur-pun. f mid-eng, f bel-nth,
GERMANY: & pru=ber, a hol (8) ENG nth-bel, I Bwe (5) RUS bal-den.

ITALY: a bud (h), a nap (h), a tyo-vie, f tun-ion.

ROSSIA: a sevy (8) gal-rum, & ukr () gal-rum. a gal-rum. f bal-kie,

TURKEY: & ser (5) rum. a arm-sev, I bla {s) arm-sev. { rum (s) arm=
sevs f aep-gra,

Retreats: Auatrian army Munich, don't make noe diff. Russian army
Sevastopol to Mescew or off the board,

On the next page we present ocur LOG0 for this game, aleng with other
d thaese



Julie Starbrite:
"I may be just a fantasy, but I'm still me!”

= X U G 086Arb32 , AT

Suzann

CENTRES:

A: 0: out,
E: :+ lon, lvp, edi, nwy, den. Build one.

Ft+ 6; vpar, bre, mar, por, bel, mun, Build ons.

3: 3: ber, hol, swe, Even,

I: 7: rom, nap, ven, tun, vie, tri, bud, Build three (room for twe),
R: 4; mos, war, stp, kie. Even.

T: 9: con, amy, ank, sev, rum, bul, ser. Build two.

Still neutral: Spain and Greece,

Winter 1902 and Spring 1903 moves {latter may be conditional on former)
are due Saturday, July 26, 1986,

Press for this game 18 too extensive to fit in the remaining space
on this page, and I cannot do another; this haa got to be it, So I'll
type it separately, encloss it for COLFAX playera only, and reprint it
for the rest of you next issue,

LI 0L 202 707 027 007 2107 207 F07 20 20 700 07 70 7t 17d 707 /7T

So there you are - a monster issue, much too much for me to handle
comfortably again., Look for future issues to run in the 28-page range
rather consistently. 1 guarantee, if they don't, I'm on a fast read to
burn-out.

Until next time -~ I love you all, or at least have feelinga of
pragmatic toleration..,.



WO ARE THESE CURIOUS GENTS?

Hint: All three are dead,
vhich one does my son Ross
vant to go 'visit'?

(koowes ingids)



" ﬂom,nmvmn (AHER YOU'VE

.
L e A R T, e, e R T T

" DOUBLE~(BECKED YOUR 39828),
RETURN BOT BEWARE A 3f
Co Fo vor etzko ;
v , Station Opefatiens . -

Wo, B Taft Station “
- H05R-Clapemont Drive w v
Saz Diego, CA 92117-9998

)t

TEIS IS NOT OFFICIAL MAIL!
I no stamps appear above, I'm a

¢rook! Call the Inspectors)

GAMEFINDER

e TS

giswritten, To prove it, see:

0
BEAR I ) S S
CASSOWARY 29 UPIR W
DIE-DIK 4§  COLFX 55
Ml KING 55 Steve Knight
NILGAI | 51 MARSEALL  goon - 2732 Grand Ave, §

#302
Minneapolis, MN 55‘03 1416



