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(1EF7) Opinion of COSTAGUANA, with special mote of the size of this issue,
(RIGHT) Matt Tleming relaxes at & costume party at which he appeared nude,
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RUMOUR: Roberto Della Sala is summering in Arkansas on holiday.
FACT: He’a not on holiday at alll He came over here to take control of
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This 1a the Eleventh Volume, the Second Isaune thersof —‘::‘ilﬁ—-

To-day is the twenty-sixth day of the seventh month of the eighty-sixth year
of the twentieth century after ths alloeged date of the birth of the alleged
prophet and maviour, J. Christ, Eag. (To quote Mary, "Jeswa? Hey, I like
that; it's sure a better name than hbnnrl"g

Aed you are reading COSTAGUANA, a journal of postal Diplowaoy and iconoclastioe
irascibility, edited and published by Raberto Della Sala, 1, Farraline Road,
watford, Hertfordshire, WD1 8DQ, England, However, at this very moment the
former dictator is marshalling his armies to stage a counter-coup, and until
the politiocal situation is more stable, it might be well to aend moves u.8.w.
to Conrad Friesner *Uncle Connie" von Metske, c/o Watford Slough Gacl, 4374
Donald Avenue, San Diego, CA 92117-3813, U.S5.A. Telsphones (for 'Rad, not
for 'Bert): Homwe, (619) 276-2937. Office, (619) 273-4810, 273-1208. Pleass
dinna uee t* former after 10 p.m. Pacific time. Pleass dinna use t' latter
pair at all unless abaclutsly necessary - but, if y!' gotta, don't hesitate,
My work hours are 6 a.m, ~ 3 p.n. During the upcoming deadline week, I'l1
bae off on Monday.

COSTAQUANA loves to trade, all-for-all., If you publish a gamezinny, so do
I, let's exchange. Subscriptions are also welcoms, at the new {higher) rats
of ten imsues for U,3, $7,75. Subsoribera overseas - also trades - are as
welooms a8 any other, and I do not charge extra for air postage - it'a my
1ittle aubsidy in the intereats of internatiomal brotherhood or some such
rot,

It is very pleamant to be able to report that I am not going to find
it necessary to liamit subs and trades after all, (The limit on games will,
hovever, stand.) This is because Jean and I have worked out a method of
putting imgues in the mall together, making 1t far quicker, Alac, above
100 coples the per-plece printing rate drops, I do, however, reserve the
right to place trade and pub copies (not player copies) in the mail over
a perioed of peveral days. Also, Bes the note on the bottom of Page 31,

NOW AVAILABLE ON DISCS OR TAPE (cassetts, reel-to-resl, or nylon-reinforced),
a recent concert by the New York Philharmonic-Symphony Orchestral Society of
Santa Barbara, conducted by that internationally-stellar maestro, "Unole
Connie" von (reep, and consiating in the followlng programme:

JONAS VON WRANICKY (1762-1812): Overture, "Das Blissherz des Sigma Chis.®

LOUYS VAN BEETHOVER (1770-1827): Symphony Kr. 6 in F, 'Pastorale.?
(Note: Owing to technical error in the recording booth, thias
selection is played backward,)

LUIGL CHERUBINI (1760-1842)1 Requiem Mass in d minor for Male Chorua
and orchestra., Featuring the U.S. Postal Service Mail Chorus.



NE¥ BLOOD

No, this is not a vampire column, I rarely get enqtiiries from new
hobby members any more, but it strikes me that the least I can do, when
I do get them, is pass them along in the event that other publisheram wish
to make contact.

David Cowfal, 1085 Wagon Wheel Ave., Colorado Springs, CO 80915
Pater S. Hﬂtalmﬂ.ﬂ' P.0D. Box 125. F].Y Crﬁ‘k| NY 13-33?

Garret Scheuck, 42 Pelham Will Road, Shutesbury, MA 01072
Frederick Townsend, 1715 N. Mohawk, Chlcago, IL 60614

ZIP CODES: As you may know, the U,5.P.5. is converting to nine-digit ZIP
codes. As an employse of that inatitution, I do what I can to help out,
In that regard, let me repsat an offer I've made befors, and which is still
valld: I will gladly encode your mailing liat for you, at no coat, 4ll
you have to do is send me your listj it takes me one day per 25 names, and
as soon as it's ready I'll send it back,

Postal rates are high enough, This ia one way, over time, to help keep
them down., 5So - I'll do my part if you'll 4o youra, Send we your lists,

ERRATAt Probably no issue of COSTA has ever gons out without a few errors,
be they of no great significance (e.g. typing overstrikes) or, by my standards,
sowewhat more masgive (spelling, grammar, whatever). Perhaps I miasperceive,
but it seema to me that the last ismus . waighted down by its outragesous
gize - had more blatant errors than usual,

1. The introductory paragraph - I haven'’t played with ay Spanish in a
long while, and I rather expected to be awkward, But I really didn't plan
on the two examples of faulty construotion which stand out in that effort.
In giving my work *'phones, I used the phrass 'a la oficina,' which meana
'to the office;' what we wanted was "&n la oficina,' 'at/in the office.’

And the very next line givea a feminine oonstruction for & masculine idea:
‘nfimeros de teléfono' ought to have given us 'los dos Gltimos.' Sorry.

2. Rather more regrettably, I guess I muat have liu-plnnned and the
¢antrs ataples cut into pages 30-35. Honestly, I still don't knou why}
there's obviously something I don't properly understand about this photo=
reduction businesa, Let it be said that, befors it sver becomes relevant
again, I'11 resolve the difficulty,

CHILDREN'S T.V. DEPARTMENT: and also

CANADIAN CONTENT DEPARTMENT: Thoss of you who have children, or spend any

time around somecns elae’s, may have an appreciation of the baslc ¢rap that

passes for 'children's televielon' thess days. Badly-done cartoons of

robota-cum-jet planes, supar-powered herolc fighters, stronger-than-life

'good guys,' mystical monsters, elecironic wizarde, etc., ete, - it's all

the same gpscial-effects rubbish, with little or no discernible plot, a

raft of violence or implied viclence, and as often as not a tie-in with

a line of overpriced and poorly-made toys that the cartcon people hope you

will run out and buy - all gpongored by sugar-costed cereals and McDonald's.
In this sea of depravity - that's wyhat it 1g, after all - it is nice

to be able to paint to a few things that rime above the rubbish and actually

pique the imaginative skills of a child witheut resorting to shooting aome-

one with a laser cannen, Public television (PBS), of course, is famous for

its programming in thia veiln: Sesame Street, Mr. Rogers, Electric Company,

3-2-1 Contaat, and a number of other efforts. Commercial talevion is not,
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however, hoted for its commitment to quality, be it for childrsn or for
adults, It thereforas coses as an ismsnse refreshsent when a superior
effort actually emerges on the networka, Naver mind that it's a syndi-
éation prograw; we'll take what we can geti

‘Today's Special” ias produced in Canada, by T.V. Ontario, It ia
o program whick stands aquarely in thoae atellar reaches ef programs
which sducate without pedantry, which rivet the viewer without special
effeats idiccy or eccentric gimmickry.

The ecenario is a dapartwent store at night {Simpson-Sears have
allowad one of thair shops to be used for filming). There ares four
regular characters: Sam, the night watchman {a marionetts, manipulated
by the rather well-known Bob Dermer}; Muffy, a mouse who lives in the
shop and apeaks only in rhymse {a hand-puppet, the work of Nina Keough)j
& mannequin come-to-life by virtue of the 'magic cap' which he always
wears l(characterized by Jeff Ryslop, an extraordinarily-talented dancer
ard mime who doublen - and well he might - ae the show's chorsographer)y
and Jady, a stors employse who apparently worka nights a lot {Kerens
Virgin, a superior dancer, fina actress and winming personality - and,
quite incldertally, the only Cansdlan performer knows to me who fe black).
The adventures of these four, plus occapional guesta and semi-regulars,
is the thrust of the entire series,

I could, X suppoes, discuss a particular episode as *typical,' or
review the (sorry te be inpipld) 'vholesows educational value' of the
overall concept. But that'es a bit allly, because the program has a 'feel’
about it that cannot be transferred to worda. That is, I'd venture, its
real brilliance, 1t must be watched to be appreclated, and any parents
at all can quite safely sample it with their children without the slightent
fear of objaction. There ia no contraversy. There is nsthing the leant
bit guestionabls. Hirnoulouaii. thers is alac no *pablum,.' And to top
1t all, adulte may enjoy this effort at times too; the exceptional abilities
of Hr, Hyslop are sufficient to ensvre this. :

An they say on the othervise-disgusting networks, “cheok your lec¢al
liatings.” Awong other places, 1f you have cable asrvice, the 'NWickelodaon®
channel achsdules "Today's Speoial” regularly. It is warth g thorough
dearch of the loval listings, It is even worth a complaint to local TV

station sanagera 1if it ie not on visw in your area.

S0 Cavada ia the 'little brother' of the U.5.7 Not in this case it
isn'ty "Today'!s Spscial™ really ought $o have credit as one of the finest
creative efforts in children's programming in the history of ths 'tubs,t

Please investigate it. I assure you, my glowing review ia, if anything,
an uhderatatement,
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SOME COMMENTS FROM NUMBER ONE

Well, golly gee whillikers, COSTAGUANA won the bloody Runestons Poll
this year! Wowee! Taking as honest and objective an approach as I oan,
I really never expected top honourai I did think Top Ten wne (ahem) a fore-
gone concluaion, and Top Flve n atrong poselbility. But "the winner?" No,
friends, I never once expected that!

At the time I write this, I have only heard the results on the 'phone,
I have not read the ensuing full printout, "The Cream $hall Rise." Bruce
read off the top ten, and of the names he mentioned, I remember: EUROPA
EXPRESS, PRAXIS, IT'S A TRAP, EXCELSIOR, MAGUS, DPIPLOMACY DIUEST, NC FIXED
ADDRESS, and DIPLOMACY WORLD. HNot meocessarily in that order. With COSTA,
that ie nine of the ten; I regret that the tenth name has plipped my mind,
Oh - wait a minute, I just remembered it: THE *'ZINE REGISTER.

Okay, I mgree, by and large., My own Top Ten choicea included mont of
the above; L did not rank DIPLOHACY WORLD or THE ZINE REGISTER that high,
and I did vote much higher than their eventual rankings for PERELANDRA and
MURD' RING HINISTERS. The only other note I would make 1s that I did not
vote for NO FIXED ADDRESS at all, having never seen a copy. Cops - I also
gave a "Top Ten' ranking to BUSHWACKER.

inderstood that the hobby as a whole cannot possibly be expeated to
mirror my views, I'm thoroughly pleased that the ‘zines I view as superior
were viewed similarly by the rest of you. DIPLOMACY DIGEST has been quite
brilliant for years, and while - by its very nature ~ it may never achisve
top honors, 1t will always be in the Top Ten for am long a= 1t exists.
Congistent appreciation of that gort is a kudo that Mark ought to take -
to hearts it says he's & publipher of cotsistent excellence, which happens
to be preclsely what he ia.

The newcomers in these ranks - IT'S A TRAP (Steve Knight), PRAXIS
{Alan Stewart} and EXCELSIOR (Bruce McIntyre) - deserve, I would say, to
whop themselves on the backs harder thanm anyons else in the hobby, They
all exploded on the scena with mature, rivetting efforts that bellad their
cetangible novitiate statusy these three gentlemen had ths talsnt to show
us that they were semsched publishing veteranc even bafore they ever put
ribbon to paper. And, most astonishingly of all, they arrived on the
scene 8o qulckly on one another's heelsy I cannot reocall a single tlme in
hobby history when three such spectacular efforts blossomed in such a short
period. Im a very real sense, thege are the three winners. ‘

EUROPA EXPRESS and MAGUS (Gary Coughlan and Steve Langley) have been
with us a while, They have become stalwarts of tha hobby, both for their
gate quality and readership interest, and they have become baliwethers of
their particular brands of approath. You want a 'sine to read and anjoy?
You want conelstently intriguing chat? You want an unbridled level of give-
and-take batwean editor and readerg? Well, thers are lote of *szines that
allow you to pursue these avenues, but mbove all there are HAGUS and EUROPA
EXPRESS. They are the sentinsls. 1If other publications de well in a simi-
lar vein, it is because those two have lald the groundwork, And it is
cwstodary, and proper, to gauge all succesmors in the light of what these
two have accomplisched. EE has pin the Runestone Poll three times; MAGUS
haen't yet, but it was my own choice this year, and it'll gat its dnYeuas

I've gone on record ovpposing the inclusion of DIPLOHACY WORLD in
polla of this sort, because it is a horse of a radleally different color.
It is suppomsedly the 'profemsional' magazine of the hobby, and at 35 &
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crack, it bloody well ought to at leaat verge on that level. I really think
1t ought to bs excluded from the poll, partly for ite own good: It deperves
a furm of ‘pedeptal' atatwsj and, considering the monay and #ffort {by avery
decent writer in the hobby) that ls poured inta the thing, I would pagert
that anything shy of No. 1 position conatitutes a bit of a repudiation.
A parallel may be drawn with my other hobby, philatelyj there are innumerable
emptour and semi-pro journals running around, catering to one epeciasl interest
or another. 1 aubscribve to five: "The Perfine Bulletin® {extramely ama-
teur mimeo leaflsta), "Austris” (amateuriehly-sdited but nicely laid out in
digest form), "The Graphic" (professional printing, as befits ite field,
but very much a chatty newsletter-type pressantation), "The Saravak Journal!
{mineo digeat, much larger than the rest and magnifioently writtem and
edited), "Topical Tiwes" {(slick, thick, professional-locking, and boring),
and...no, walt, that's the lot. Anyway, journals like thess have annual
competitions too; colirdinated with the big-tiwe atamp showa, They all
coMpate, abd the winners vary from year to year, But, The cne magazine
that is NEVER in competition ip "the slick one," the trus profeesional
philatelic journal of the United States - "The American Philatellst,”
And the reascn is that with Lta $1,5 million annual budget, paid editorial
staff, and céntury-old reputation, it would win hands down evary time. It
it did pot, it would be conaidersd flatly repudiated,

Thers are flaws in this parallel, I grant {for instance, philately ia
a billiop=dollar hobby whioh mskes sany people very, very rich § it is, for
quite & few, a full-blown prefession. PBiplomacy ien't on that level at all
But I think the poiut 1a valid that, in woat hobhles or hobby/profeasion
combinationa, a certain apecial place is resarved for the one or tyo prémiers
Journala that are conaidered to hold the field together, 7They serve as
Toundations. And that is ax it should bey I am not one of thoss who thinks
Diplomaoy needs organization and centrallzation, bmt I do see¢ a real value
in haviag & sort of hobby thub,' slightly get apart but still linked to the
reat of us, through the suspices of which we can all stay in touch and sbout
which we can all do our respective maypole dances. DIPLCMACY WORLD hes to
a great sxtent served that function evan at its weakent times, and dropping
1t out of the Poll atrikes me ar a good way to sanction and ferwalize that
cornerstons pasition,

1 fraely admit that I Aid not glve TEE *ZINE REGISTER the sort of voting
guppart that the rest of the hobby dld, and yet 1 eoacur with the result,
I tend to think of it am m '"hobby aarvice' publicatiar, a limited form of
aluanac or directory to provide ready reference, but not really a M'ripe®
in the waual sense, I gonfess that sy vote was influanced by my opinion
that this sort of {if you will) statiatical sffert repregants anothar oante-
gory with which I em uncomfortable in the Poll (Il g0 into this one another
tiwe), But in this case, looking back, I wish wy vote had besn higher, BSimen
Billennesa has taken what could easily be a dry, incredibly dull effort, and
moulded it with exceptional skill and writing ability into a real feast. Inm
thinking back, I find that I have spent scre time reading THE 'ZINE REJISTER
thar I have looking over any other publication ¥ get. I1'm very glad the
hkobby gave Simon the credit ha's dua,

S0 there you have it - ay opinion of the Top Ten. Once the full result
plonks into wy box, I imagine I'11 haye further scintiilating cosmentary on
things. And of course, we do have a 'Poll Forum' coming up, don't wet

Kow - how did we all do in the Marco Poll?

el L A S e S L R TP UE S S

Hetv. Another wamkted bottom-of-page.



THIS IS NOT A CLASSICAL MUSIC ARTICLE. &¢ do not be put off by the fact
that 1 want to diacuss a new recording of Bruckner's Fourth which 1 just
bought,

It*'s not the mwusic, though; it's the programme notes. Now, outside of
certain special-edition or historic recordings, pop/rock/jazz records do not
normally have program notes; that im a function, almost exclusively, of the
classics. Biographical data, historical background, quotations/comments from
prominent writers, maybe even a capsule analysis of the composition. And
with vocal music, a text with translation,

Classical-mueic programme-note-writers (they are usually musicologiats
or magazine reviewers) generally aegm to do a pretty good jobs, Not too
gtuffy or learned, but decidedly highbrow in nature. But occasionally, one
will get a bit carried away, trying to sound as impressive as poasible and
getting loat in the verbiage of his own brilliance.

One of the worst examples I have seen in many years comes on this other-
wise superb Bruckner Fourth jacket, It is by a German named Manfred Wagner,
and was translated (unfortunately with literal precision) by Clive Williams.
You do not have to know beana about classical muaie to know that no human
being could make menze out of claptrap like this:

"The first version of the symphony is characterized by the key words
periodicity, punctuation, dynamic impact contrasts, antipodean woodwind
writing, an (inaudible} wealth of information and a logical structuring of
the thematic waterial, If the firat movement thsreby presenta the anti-
thesis as a pattern of genesis and development, the second movement reacts
to the association matrix of ite predecessor.”

It would require than humankind be rendered immortal before I would
have sufficient years left to understand that! (See, I can do it tool)
I am particularly fond of the assertion that, in an aural art form, there
is an "(inaudible) wealth of information." Does that mean, perhaps, that
if I go buy the printed score of the symphony, I will find pencilled in
umong?the notes a 1ist of British Kings, or the ten deepest lakes in the
world
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MARK WEITMARK has sent along & clipping from the Toronto (lobe and Mail

in which is atatad that the head of Canada Post ia suggesting, as a cost-
cutting messure, the possibility ef postal delivery only every third day.

As in the U.S., that sort of dire prediction comes up every now and again,

and representa another reaction by postal management against the imposai-

ble idiocy of thelr mandate to "make & profit.” Ws down hers have Richard
Nixon to thank for that particular stupidity, and Canadiane can look to the
Trudeau regime. In the sense that these wandatea derived from an effort to
dismantle an entrenched, top-heavy bureaucracy, they are good. In the literal
senee, that a public service ought to break even, they are hogwash,

The problem comes when you underatand that both countries have a tra-
dition of mail gervice being available to all, just as schools and ths
judicial processes are. And while any fool with half a brain could arrange
to make a profit on postal service in Mew York or Montréal, it ias a hope-
less enterprise in rural Idaho or on the fringes of Hudaon's Bay, Just
. 85 with education, it has long been understood to be in the national interest
to have access to basic mail service whether one lives ir a Manhattan high=
rise or a Yukon trapping camp.

0f course the USPS and Canada Post can do better. You want cheaper and
more efficient? No problem! But - Just don't haye the bad fortune to live
on a farm or up in the mountains....




THE HOUSE RULES FORUM

Firat, let me hearken back two issues to Vol, 10/20, The first item
digovuased, on Page 9, was given an erronecus lead-in, The guestion being
treated with was about "sealed orders," not "neutral orders," Sorry.

QUESTION: Under what circumstances should seasons be separated? If oom-
bined seasons are called for, how should players be allowed to get a sepa.-
ration? 1Is the British ('Prophetic', builds-required-with-Fall-orders)
syatem good, bad, indifferent?

Elwmer A separation must be the prerogative of the Gamesmaster, in the
Hinton sense of doing aso. If he feels thet he will be snarled under
in conditional orders, it is his adwminiatrative option to sepa-
rate. On the aide of not meparating, though, I don't think the @M should
overrule the players who may feel that the situation is overly complicated
for them, by requiring Spring ordera with Winter every time or by ingtitut-
ing an overly restrictive separation vote policy (aay over 3 requesta needed).
With novice gamea I would suggest one request always rules, for obvions
reasona. The exception would only be a game specifically advertised as
no-geparations (in the same way that some no-standby games are played),
I ae# no advantage to Prophetic orders of any kind, over conditionals.
See the Novice Handbook for a long dlacussion of thia,

Bob I tried to dream up a numerical system for figuring out how many
Olaen votes it would take to gain a separation based on the nuwmber of
adjustments (i.e. # of adjustments plus # of votes = 7, or what-
ever), but gave it up asm futile and too mechanical, The geme I'm running
has been pretty dynamic and is now in 1907; svery Winter season has been
separated so far. That's OK, I'm in no hurry. But in general, two (earnest)
r:qunatu would probably be enough for me unless the adjustmentis were really
minjmal,
I'ye naver played under the British system, so can't say,

Ken I hate separation of seasons, eapecially when ¢ach semson is tied
Hager to the 'zine's publication peried. You often end up with four
weeka for the season separation followed by four weeks for the
Spring movea, This mlows the game and resulta in loss of player interest.
I a)low two weeka for a separation of seasons ~ just enough for the exchange
of mail. This does not allow time for negotiations, but they're prohibited
for retreats and bullds/removals anyway. I then achedule the following
Spring for three weeke after the deadline for the separation, This Pri=
cedure allowa me to peparate measons, yet the overall elapsed time from
(say) the Fall deadline to the Spring deadline is five weeks rather than
the four with no separation (or eight with eeparation) and strict four-week
doadlines. The players are advised of both deadiines so they can already
be negatiating for Spring while making Winter adjustmenta. Hopafully, this
procedure will allow for separationa, which certainly are beneficial at
times, yet will keep the gawe progressing at a reasonable rate,

Melinda The seasons could be separated if a majority of players votes
Holley that they want g particular season separated, Most OMa have a
house ruls determining the 'magic number' required for separa-
tion. Of course, & separation should be requested if a player hag a personal
problenm (death in the fawmily, illness, etc.). If the problem looks 1ike a



long one, most players will resign rather than hold the game wors than one
geason. A GM could require orders with builds no matter what, but if you're
running a lot of games that's just more paper to get lost in the shuffle,
Moet players will send orderas with builde even if requesting feason mepa«
ratlong. If the players want a separation, they can force one by getting
anough people (under the GMs house rule) tc vote for one. I've never played
under the British system, so I can't say for sure. It peems a little con-
fusing to me,

Doug I feel the seasons should be Spring and Fall/Winter. Winter
Brown builds and removals are a direct result of the Fall season...

an extension of that season, actually, Making a Spring wmove
contingent on retreats and builds can have a lot mere variables than the
possible Winter adjustments following a Fall, After all, many countries
will have no Winter adjustment, while most will add or subtract just one
piece. Of course a fair amount of contingency builds and removals would
be wise for each player to make., But with these contipgency moves, there
$a still a more limited variance than making an entire Spring move baged on
how your neighbore may retreat, bulld and remove,

While T feel a Fall/Winter move is greatly demired over a Winter/sSpring
move, elther is much preferable to a Winter-only neve, With 'zines coming
cnce a month, or thereabouts, a Winter playing seasmon can be bleak indeed,
Especially if (heaven forbid) you have nothing to do, or are only removing
pleces,

When a group of us first started playing by mail (still oblivious to
the greatsr 'hobby'), we found it very natural to combine Fall and Winter,
It speeds up the game considerably, and once you start cembining seasons
in this manner, it becomes an easily-playabls Jolning of seasons,

Bruce The best solution technically to the how-many-separation-raquests
Linaey question is that one request should be sufficient to meparate

any season, even retreata. The raeason for this is that an
board action can affect negotiations, and of course one can hardly write
conditional negotiations, right? 1It's not Just a matter of the conditional
orders becoming too numerous.

The practical truth iz, however, that thers are too many players wil=
ling to separate seasons out of sheer lazinesa, and this can ruin a game,
Reluctantly, then, I would go with a compromise answer of two requests if
there are fewer than three retreats/adjustmenta, one requeat if there are
at lemst three retreats/adjustments to be made, -

I prefer the North American system of combining autumn/winter/spring
ahd sutimer/fall to the British fall/autumn/winter and spring/summer combi-
nations, though that's a hasty judgment ms I've never tried out the latter
type of game. Still, our way seems so much simpler, as one does not then
have to account for every conceivable combination of moves. With supports,
bounces, etc,, all thrown in, it's too easy to miss a cruciaml Spring or
Fall circumstance among all the possibilities,

Randolph I've played a couple of games under the British syetem (Falt/
Smyth Winter combinations) and find it irferior. Conditionals are
much more likely to be needed, and much harder to write. 1In

practice, I think most players simply send Winter builds unconditionally,

based on what the}" think will happen in the Fall, Stahs are ther-eby Hore
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successful, probably more common ~ games may be more 'exciting' as a raault,
but at the cost of tgood play,' which I consider more important.

Under our aystem: I always separate Winter 1901/Spring 1902, and will
normally honor any player's request for separstion in subsequent years, 1
only recall one game (out of 30 or so GMed) where I folt this was deliberately
abused to alow the gade downj but now, the most complicated section of my
house rules concerns the requiresents for season separations, Without chack-
ing, 1'd sstimate that half my Winters are played separately amd hall with
Spring,

Steve The phrasing of the guestion implles that seasons are not normally

Langley separated. In practifce, this is true, but primarily so to apeed
up the play of the gams Tor all) involved, Combined seasons are

by no maanz a part of the '‘rulebook' game, but are a convention of play.

When, then, ehould they be separated? In oy opinion, whenever any player

regqueata a geparation, they should be separated,

Just to demonstrate my lack of consistency, when I do meparate aeaaons,
I separate Sussey retreste from Fall woves and Autumn retreats combined with
wWinter adjustments from Spring moves, Unless, of course, I receive a request
to gpacifically separate the Autumn retreats from the Winter adjustments,

I realizres that conditionpl orders may de written io cover most caaes, and

I encourage their use, but I alac racognize that the results of a retreat
may change an alliance structure, and I do not agree that conditional orders
can replacs negotiation. (I know, the rulshook specifically enjoins players
from negotlation during retveats and adjustmenta, but the PBN structure
allows negotiations, and I tend to bow to reality,)

Should Spring moves always be required with builde? T always ask for
the full combination. When I firat started out as a GM I thought I should
do otherwige. GSome situations were just too complex for combined seasons,
Wohen I made that declieion once, and had seven players disagree by sending in
Spring moves, I decided to let tha playars make their own deciglons as to
‘complexity,

Under what conditiona should the players be allowed to force a aepa-
ration? 1f one of them asks for it, at a minimunm,

I have never axparienced the British aystew first-hand and ac can only
speculate. It would seem to make the games move faster, but would also peex
to deny the player sufficient information to make intelligent response to
a siab,

One systes that you failed to consider is ihat used by Buss Rusnak in
"who Cares?” Russ has a regular seamon followed by a short ssason for re-
treats or retreats/builds, with no separations in the Iatter set. It im

very faithful to the 'no negotiation' rule and does not slow Russ' games
at nll,

Conrad One thing worth noting, and not commented on directly (because
von I didn't mention it) im that under the British aystem there is
Hetzke n0 such thing as a season separation. All games are two-season,

without exception or recourss. With practically all Byitiash

@M, a request for a geparation of Fall woves and Winter builds would be
laughed at. There la no flexibility whatever,

This doss not make it bad. Bruce points out, rightly I think, that
there'a an alement of 'laziness' efcot. Peopls will regueat, and expect,
8 separation becauae it'a easier to write the request than %o plan the
possibilities properly. Whatever else you may eay about the British mathod,
it does force constant and ocareful study, I do not know whether Randelph's
speculation that British players imaue build orders unconditionally ia true
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or not; it is not true of me, and it was not true of the players in the two
British-style games I once ran, There may well be a tendency to assume that
whatever your alliance structure geetis to be, that will hold; in that sense,
Steve and Randelph are correct that stabs are more successful and reaponses
to them more limited. It does not haye to be that way, but reality suggectis
that it probably ie =so.

T don't know that I really have much more comment to offer., 1It'a pretty
straight-forward, yes? If one is geing to entertain the posaibility of a
seagon geparation, one needs to spell out the requirements in a house rule.
As Melinda says, most everybody has one, and as she implies, 1f they don't
they ought to. I have mo problem with Bruce's suggested criteria, though I
might offer (just to make it messisr)} that an arbitrary numher such as he
puts forward fails to take into account complexity: There are more permu-
tations for one retreat with aeven possibilitiss (it happensl) than for
three retreats with two choices each, one of which in each case i '"off
the board.' However, it may be that such matters would be taken care of
ae a matter of coursej the more complex the pomeibilities, the more likely
the players would be to request separation. My own inclination is to make
a rule based on number of active participants: Two requests does it with
five or mors players, one im enough with four or fewer. Or something like
that,

Actually, I guess I do have more to say, about Ken'm system for eplit
deadlines without slowing the game appreciably, I've used a versicn of
this (the 'postcard' system) whereby, operating on an overall four-week
deadline, I call for retreats in two weeks, notify players of those by
postal card, and hold the following move on schedule, It's a good method,
but when running a lot of games as I am, it'e a great deal of trouble to
use it often, and it also comts, If a publisher running just one game can
produce imsues whenever he feels like it, he can then adapt the gystem to
the whole magazine, There's also the problem of mall service to distant
pointg; short deadlines are proving useless for, say, Canadiann in the far
provinces, and I've had similar reporte in days gone by from 0,3, military
personnel in Korea and Thailand, However, this doea not c¢hange the baaic
value of such a method, 1t merely limits it, When possible within ry limitse
of time and money, and within my players® postal services, I am very fond
of this sort of effort to compresa game length, and encourage its use.

QUESTION: How strict should a publiphed deadline be? Should the G.M. be

absclute, or is it okay (for inatance) to take late=arriving moves if the
iasue hasn't been printed yet?

Steve If the G.M.'s personal clock is 80 slow that the game has not
Langley - been printed, then the only thing that not accepting a (late)

set of moves serves is that of slarvishly following a rule., For
some, that is purpose enough. Once the deadline has come, I know if I
have any NMRs and I attempt to get orders by tphoning the players. I do
this 'one month in a row,' as I put it. If their orders are habitually
late I would rather NMR them and call in a standby who will play. I aleo
ad)udicate and type up the games immediately, which wakes the question moot
in my case, but I would accept late orders if I had not adjudicated and
typed the game when the orders arrived.

He Yty A8 a journalisi major in college, I enjoyed (sick indeed) my
Brown my profesegors following the strict policy of - one minuts past

deadline, it's garbage. This has been helpful in my life,
learning to meet deadlines.
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However, as a Gameamaster I am not sure this is the beat course to
followe. In my limited experience as Qamesmacter, I've found games to flow
ouch bettar aetting a deadline and accepting any moves that reach before I
intend to type them up. PFlayers meeting deadlines have no fear, but those
getting in late movea have no assurance that the moves will be used,

Largely, I foeel that anything the gamesmaster feels most oomfortable
with, and statea in advance, 1a juast fine.

Mglinda I hold atrict deadlinea. My deadline ie always on a Saturday,
Holley and 1f I don't have moves then, I'am sorry. You could conceiv-
ably take orders until the issus is mailed if you want to keep
including errata slipa. I typs REBEL on Sunday in aorder to get it to the
printer on Monday. That sort of sohedule doesn't allow for late crders.
1 don't think, however, that a G.M, should be put down if he/she does take
late orders. Most GMa state whether they will or not, so there's usuwally
no confusion,

Robert In my case, since I run only one game, it's ready to be printed
Olasn out the day after deadlins, no laters I regard the deadlins aa

the deadline (otherwise it's not the deadline) and sc would stick
to 1t regardless...except In some very exceptional circumstancs,

Elper 1 see no objection to the tradition of accepting of orders until
Hinton a gams is adjudicated, If the GM specifically states that the

deadline is abeoluts, before the game begins, that's fine too,
Whichever ia done should be carried through the game congistently, though.
However, that line about *if the igsue haan't beon printed yet' is not a
good idea, esapecially if the game is done first.

Bruce The GM should be rigorously striot in enforcing hie deadlines
Linasey (otherwise, why have deadlines?), In VOICE OF DOOM, I would

even cut a playsr off in mid-conversation if he was in the proceass
of glving me hie orders over the 'phone and my B o'clock deadline rolled
around. Luokily that never actually came up, but I did once refuss a guy
wvho called ten minutes late.

Conrad Lots of systess .involving deadlines have besn used over the yearsg
vyon one naot mentioned, but which had ite advocates, was Steve Cartier's
Metzke 'postmark deadiine' requirement. More commonly have been the two

methods which all respondents have describsd here: The 'absoluts
aystes' yvhich oay even extend to cutting a conversation in half (Charles
Reinsel did do that once, by the way), and the - probably more common -
school which sets a deadline and reserves the right to adjudicate and print
one second later, but will accept whatever arrives bafore the adjudications
are cokpleted, Or the typlng ia done, or some such.

How about this system: A deadlinas 1s set. The GM will, however, accept
orders arriving late all the way up to the point where the finished masters
are carted off to the printer - even if thie involves re-adjudicating a
gama, re=typing the report, whiting out the call for a standby, etoc, That's
my system, It occasionally adde work, but I'm happy with it.

In the above regponses, I find myself leaning most strongly to Elamer's
suppary., Or Melinda's, Or Steve's, The latter makes a superb point:
"slavishly following a rule" is not my idea of a Good Thing, especially in
what ia suppoeed to be a hobby among frienda. I would be the firat to concede
that this approach leads to indefinable grey aream that could cause trouble,
But when I read Bruce's comments about cutting someone off in the middle of
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a 'phone call - and remembering quite elearly the night Charlie Reingel
aat in my living room and did precisely that - I cannot escape my fantasy
of the following:

GM: "I'm sorry, it's ten o'clock, That's deadline. Your first
8ix moves will go, but the last three are disallowed as
being late,' '

PLAYER: "Well, Y guees I'1l have to accept the last two orders

bedng disallowed, but I object to the third-from-last,
It's your fault! 1I'd have gotten that order in, except
that you took up too much time by starting out saying,
'Hi! How are you? How &re the wife and kida?'"

And then, of course, we have the anawering machines, which take messages
nicely but have no way of assigning times to them, If ] come home at ten-
thirty and find nine messages, how can I tell which were on time and which
weren't? Or if Jean takes a mescage and writes down "™0:05," was she looking
at the wall clock (which is correct} or her watch (which is intentionally
ten minutes fast)? A little less foolishly, what of the letter which the
USPS delivers in five days instead of the prescribed three?

I just can't bring myself to be so rigides I set Saturday demdlines,
I then try teo finish typing on Sunday and have the mastars to the print
shop Sunday evening (mine is open seven days, 24 hours)., But if I get
a call at 6 a,m. Sunday (or a telegram, or a special delivery letter),

I would find mymelf hard-pressed to throw it out. As to making calls to
Players, I do it only if the player has specifically authorized it, with
the understanding that I may later bill them for the call, {(As an aside,
I have yet to bother sending anyome a bill.) But on this one I'm with
Steve: 1If a player is sufficiently unreliable, I will probably come to
prafer an NMR followed by a new (more falthful) player,

Doug's college experience parallels my own, I learned a lot from the
atrict profs, and I no longer show up late for doctor's appointments or
leave my clothes at the cleanera for three months, But Diplomacy ia a
hobby, and peopls are people, and the USPS is - whatever it is, and in mny
case I do not plan to go down in history as agreeing with Charlis Reinsgel!

Whups! I seem tc have omitted one, very laportant, reply;

Randolph Normally my 'zine is printed and mailed before any postal
Smyth delivery of 'late' mail is made. For 'phoned-in orders,
I'm strict about the deadlins, though I may allow a ocouple of

minutea i1f my 'phone has been tled up just prior to the deadline, (I
shouldn*t, though,)

The major problem is to protect players who blurt ocut their orders to
8 fellow player in the course of a 'phone call ismediately after the dead-
line. This is injudicious since many GMs are more flexible about their
deadlines - but euch players should bs entitled to rely on whatever is
published as being the deadline. Otherwise no negotiation could take
Place until every player recelves the fzine, for fear that the reciplent
could change his orders for inclusion in a late-appearing 'zine,

Conrad Well, at the very least, thia pretty well underlines Elmer's
agaln point that whatever policy is stated in advance of the game
must be adhered to throughout,

Beyond that, I want to point up the difference betysen "pogtal' Dip-
lomacy and 'telephone! biplomzcy. Though the two have come closer as
‘phone rates have dropped and incomea have increased, still, there is a
difference, GMa atill exist who will pot accept 'phone orders, either
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because they have no 'phone or because they adhere to the letter of the
ter® "POSTAL" Diplomasy, Others have a atrict 'phone deadline (usually

the evening before mail deadline) and a looser postal cne. In any casa,
the argusent seems to be, is it better to avert NMRs at all rational cost,
or is it important to be a 'strict conmatructionist?* well, for my part,
I'w g 'looge conptructionist,' and in any cass I fully endorse the Hinton
codiell (which has run through this whole long Forum): It's perfectly
okay as long as it's atated in advance and consistently applied. I plan
to continue accepting moves, even if it means a re-type and a new paste-up,
becauss I 1iks 1t that way.

QUESTION: If a playsr fails to eubmit ordera and one of hia units is
forced to retreat, should it be annihilated (per rulebook) or should it
be allowed itz appropriate retreat optiona (per most postal GMs)?

Randolph The Rulebook method meems unnecessarily draconian even for
Smyth a face-to-face game, and I don't know why an NHRing player
ahould be so heavily penaliczed. I've alwaye thought the un-
avoidable missed moves were bad enough - that is, umless you believe that
NMRs are always the playsr's fault, More practically, I think standbys
sust be encouraged with a position that remains as viable as posaible,
rather than fruastrated by the enforced disbanding of a eritical unit.

Bruce I prefer that NMRed, dislodged uniis be permitted to retreat,
Linsay The retreats (in moat North American games) aren't due until

the deadline after the (missed) move. Why penalize a player
at this deadline when he got his orders to you in time, just becauss he
missad last deadline? To me, GMs who ((follow the Rulebook)) aren't fully
avare of the distinction between a meve semson snd the subsequent retreats -
these are two different seasons, and should be adjudicated mccordingly.

Bob 1 prefar to allow the defeated unlt to retreat. After an

Olsan NMR there's a definlite chance that the position will go to a
standby. And being a standby is a rather tedious task at best;

80 why make it harder for the entering player? Thia is, however, a gaming

choioe, not a realistic one, ag Uncle Joe Stalin proved so vividly when

he HNRed in 1941,

Melinda I'n one of thome GMa who allow a retreat option. I think this
Holley ia good - if the player has bad luck with the USF3 (sorry

Conrad), why should he be penalized? The proposesd standby
player has done nothing wrong, 80 why should he get penalized? By allowing
a retreat option, you give either the standby or the original player the
choice of retreating the dislodged unit or removing it altogather. It
allows for a better, more flexible, game,

Doug I temd to like ratreat options. If a player mizmes a move,
Brown there is already a bit of unfair advantage being handed to hia

enemies, and to nelghboring countrisa. When playing by mall,
an NMRing player is 1ikely to be replaced anyhaw. Why put the poor sub in
even a worse position by automatically annihilating another piece?

Elmer In FIF play, where replacements are rare, if a player blows a
Hinton turn or an order, the deastruction of the unit is hia oum fault

and punishment. In PBM play, the use of tha standby means
asking the question, M"Is thias Just to the incoming player?" Most ypeople,
I think, say no. It isun't Bo such the position ag the welfars of the
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player of record (future in this case) involved. For consistency it becones
easiest, then, to alliow retreats for all in all cases. In FTF play, failing
to write a correct move in the race against time is part of the game., In

PEM play, this should not be a factor. Moreover, rare is the complete NMR

in FTF playj but postally, real~life events can intrude to a greater degree,
not t¢ mention the Postal Disaservice with which we've all struggled, lo, these
many moons. In such cases the penalization is as much due to factors beyond
the player's control aa it is just reward for feilure to be careful. On that
basis, the latter point deesn't justify overriding those trapped by the former,
I think,

Conrad Well put, all! And it's nice te see a certain unanimity for
von a change, 1 doubt there is a single postal G.M. left who goes
Metzke for this rulebook proviaion, except me - and I am adbout to

change. But let's let Steve Langley have the last wordt

Steve The rulebook la pretty explicit. If a player dees not order
Langley a retreat, the unit is disbanded. It does not say that if

a move is mismed, the dislodged plece should be annihilated,
I just re~reed the rules to be sure of my ground here, Sinece I consider
(in al) but prophetic retreat games) retreata to be part of a season peparate
from the move in which the unit was dislodged, I have to say that I disagree
with the practice of automatically annihilating such units. I don't feel
that most postal GMs are altering the rules, but yvather following them,
And, yes, I conslder it to be good.

Conrad Well, Steve, I don't read my ruleboock in the same way, To me,
again it says that if meves are not submitted, any dislodged units

are annihilated. Period. Nevertheless, I acecord with your
point that we are really talking meparats seasons hers, and we ought to
act accordingly. But do we have different rutebooks? Mine is copyright
1971 -~ what's yours?

Let me finish out by commenting briefly on the wentions of the problems
with the USP3. Of coursme it has troubles. we all have our horror ateries,
and - believe me ~ as an employees for 18 yeara, I can match or beat any
anecdotes you can relate, individually or collectively., Still, it ie a
fact that, in the two-and-one-half years I've been back in this hobby aince
my last abzquatulation (look it up!), I have not ohce received a late mova
that was malled in time but USPS-delayed. NOT ONCE! Nor, in that time
period, has a single cne of my own moves gone &stray¥ or been fatally delayed,
So - enumerate the failures if you will, but please be fair and take stock
of the successes.
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NOTES ON SOME PEOPLE WHO SHOULDN'T HAPFEN TO A DOG

Al

In recent weeke, Ronald Reagan has nomlnated William Rehnquist to be
Chief Juatice of the U.S. Supreme Courtj the people of Austria have elected
Kurt Waldheim ae thelr next Preaident; and my wife and I have gone out te
dinner and have been aervad improperly-cocked food which made uas a little
111. all three of these eventa seem to fit a similar pattern.

The retirsment of Warren Burger, a Justice of no particular competencs,
strikes me as unimportant. Considering his position, he is the moat in-
aignificant Chief Justice we have had in living memory; he swayed ncbody,
vrote little, and was aven ridiculed for the positions he did take. It ia
my confident prediction that he will, afier his retirement, raturn to the
place from which he came ~ oblivion,

His probable guccessor, William Rehngquist, is anything but insignificant.
He is a man posoessed of a quick mind, a reasoning powsr of sparkle, and
an influence and demeancur of impressive proportions. That he 1s almo
rooted in the Neanderthal period of man's history is almost incidental;
he will reason, he will perauade, and he will make himself felt. And by
nominating him, Ronald Reagan has done it againj he has frightened me,

Nr« Rehnquist is what ia commonly known as & 'atrict constructicnist.'
Although that term le oft misused and in any case not absolute, in general
it refers to a permon who takes the Constitution of the United States at
face value, reads it with abaolute precision, and refuses to extend it in
any form whatscever beyond ita face-value specifics. As but one example,
Mr, Rehnquiat oppoaes the use of Federal money for abortions on the grounds
{I adoit I oversimplify, dut not unduly) that the Constitution nowhers BRYB
Federal money should be so used. On that basis, he and his ilk insiat, sach
"soverelgn State' ghould decide such thinga for itgelf. MNever mind the in-
consistencies from State to State, never mind the outrageous sdicts from
places of wors medieval snlightenment - the Document doesn’t spell it out,
therefore scorsw it, '

The fault for this aort of tunnel-vision is very much with the liberal
sxcessos of the recent past. In an honeat bhut often too-gealous effort to
sorrect wronge this very minute, the extreme iibsral eletients have been known
to go overboard. So, of course, did the reactionary elements. The result
has been a polarization which may take some time to resolve.

A few years ago we saw the liberal excesses. Today, we are seeing the
reactionary defence and retranchment. What frightens me is the posaibility
that, before it finally collapses of its own oxldized obsolescence, the
reactionary right may undo a aubstantial portion of the aocial progress
this country hams achieved in recent years, and thereby spark yet another
libaral excess, I keep hoping we are not stuck in a vicious circle, or
in one of the cyclic patterns diagrammed by Oswald Spengler. I idealize
that some day, hopefully soon, the extremes will dissipate to the mere
fringe elewsnts, and the central compromise will take over ms well it ought.
With a lsgal nothingness like Burger, there was no danger; with a precise
and finely-tuned zealot like Rehnquist, it is a very different matrix. We
may just be in for a long hot summer -~ of several yearg'! duration - and in

that period, a lot of people may well get badly hurt: Women, minorities,
the poor, and the disadvantaged.
I worry.

Over acroes the Pond, the Republic of Austria has Just elected Kurt
waldheim, the former Foreign Minister and U.N. Seceretary-General, as Lta

next Preaident. In terms of power, this is of no aonsequence; Austria hes
been for some while a minor State, and in any cage 1tg Prasidant 4~ = .-
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figurehead. Nevertheless, the Waldheim candidecy has raised a series of
questione which transcend his electoral success, To what extent should a
Nazlatainted past, forty-one years after the events, continue to haunt a
politician? To what extent can Austria expect to be mccepted in the world
community with a questionable head of atate? And is thie business, in far-
awey Austria, of any real importance to an American at all?

In "The New Yorker' magazine for Junme 30, 1986, mn article by Jape
Kraner pute s great amount of this in perspective. She demonstrates, by
excellent research, that Waldheim is by no means a war criminaly what he
1s, 18 an opportunist, a seeker of self-image, and a liar, And there is
ample indication that he is a bit of s fool, too, In aome waye, he reminds
me of the Austrian verslion of Warren Burger,

Ms, Kramer's msnalysis 1s peconded by a wlde variety of other asources,
Her conclusion - gnd it is one good possibility - is that Austria, in a
day of insignificant statesmen - is looking for someone famous. Waldheinm
Bpent ten years as Secretary-General of the U.N., Never mind that his was
a tenure of no great accomplishment, of one faux-pas after another, of
astealing tollet paper and silverware. Kurt Waldheim, an Austrian, was in
charge of the worldj who better now to take charge of the nation?

Anti-Semitism remains rife in Austria, but as Me. Kramer pointas out,
it iz the pureat pessible form of it -~ anti-Semitism withput Jewa. There
are barely seven thousand left in all of Auwatria, barely enough to fill one
tiny district of Vienna, So that is really no issue at all in this past
election. HNeither wam Waldheim's war record per sej indeed, he was an
intelligence officer for a war criminal, but there 1s no svidence that lie
comeitted a single war crime. Moreover, Waldheim's opponent, Kurt Steyrer,
held an equivalent pomition and is just as guilty {(if that'es the term).

No, the real question is not what Waldheim d2id, but why he felt it necessary
to 1lie about it, No one has yot suggested that he had anything to hide that
would have demolished his reputationj not even the Jewish extremists suggest
that merely serving in the German army, even in association with war orimi-
nals, is in itpelf enough to brand one for 1life, 5o why Waldheim's coverups
and falsifications?

Ms. Kramer suggests persussively that Kurt Waldheim is averting charges,
net of criminality, but of insignificance. Hie was an average war record.
Thip ordinariness does not fit the image of a Great Statesman, as wWaldheinm
apparantly wishes, Better, thus, to have no war record at all ("invalided
out for wounds™)} than one of no importance at all.

Well, whateaver the reasons, Austria has chosen mediocrity., They had
no real selection; Kurt Steyrer is rather mediccre as well, but at least
he is not a liar, Fact is, Austria has suffered under a succession of
mediocre leaders for some whilej the atriking exception is the outgeing
President, Dr. Rudolf Kirchechlliger, whose retirement ig to be regretted,
Even the best-known of modern Austrian leadera, former Chancellar Brunoe
Kreieky, is in retrospect & bit of an idiotic figure: Despite being a Jew
and & liberal Socialist, he is on record as characterizing Menachen Begin
as a 'murderous terrorist' and Muammar Khaddafi as a ‘great stateeman,'

On that bagis, perhaps Waldheim is the logical extenaion of modarn
Austrian history. What Austrianas really want, I suspect, i# a leader of
the calibre of the last President of the First Republiec, the late Wilhelm
Miklas, whe stalled for two days on Hitler's demand for resignation to allow
Jaewa and partisans to flee the country, 'Two whole daysi" you gasp. "Is
that all??" Well, but of course I should remark that he wms held the wholé
time ai gunpoint, under threat of summary sxecution,

Obvionsly the disquieting dinner I mentioned was caused by poor cocking.
Right? Or...maybe, Just maybe, was it somehow related to the realization
that this world still rewards Rehnquists and Waldheims?
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TMPORTANTI

If you did not receive the last isaue of COSTA, plegse tell me, Four
copies wore returned to me "for better address," without address labels on
them, I have no way of knowing whether the labels came off, o whether I
somehow managed to matl four unaddressed copies in the firet place.

One presumes that, if you are a playsr, you will have notified me long
befors now of any omission., But, if you trade or subscribe, you may not
have done. This is your chance! I have retained all four returns and am
ready to mail them if appropriate. (The poatuge, by the way, le still valid.)

Let ms know.

THE MAILBOX FILLETH

Ralph It'a besn a super year for ny wife and me, The farm is coming
Horton along just great, and barring fire, flood or civil uprising,

the farm will be virtually self-sufficieant in about four years,
{We're operating a modeat beef-cattle operation.) For our own needs, we're
already self-sufficlect in vegetables (and then some!), and I've planted 40
grapevines and 88 fruit trees (apple, pear, plum, cherry, peach & apricot)
and walnut tresa. As well, of ths nine fields we have, comprising fifty
acres, 1've got three.of them bask in operation, 1.e. de-rocked, ploughed
and planted (the other fifty acres is forest, where I get my wood for winter).
We're lesarning to do everything ourselves, from making candles to repairing
and maintaining farm eguipment - ploughs, disca, tractor, back-hoe, atc.,
eto, HNot bad for a fellah born and railsed in downtown Vancouver, eh? Our
goal 1a aself-spufficiency in most everything, and it'es an awful let of work,
particularly since we only have nights and weekends to accomplish everythiag
aince wa both hold down jobs during the day., (Amnesty International exists
to protest when a workload such as ours is imposed on political prigonsrs «
hnlf But we thoroughly enjoy the farm and wouldn't trade it for anything,
It'o a life atyle which makee one feel he's accowplishing semething useful
and productive, It gives me a great deal of satisfaction when I sit down
at the table and ses that everything on our plates is gomething I've grown,
or raised, myself, at a fraction of the cost of purchasing it in supermarketns.
And more healthful, too, with no chemicals, {(I'a an orgenie farmer.} With
g8 large [reerer full of vegetables, another full of beef and pork meat, and
4 cold-atorage room for the bulkier items, we're well down the road to self-
sufficiency,

{(Would you belisve how backlogged my letter file is? Thias was from
Ralph's Christmas Card of 198511}

((I too am an organic gardensr. I am constitutionally incapable of
sitting among the tomato plants, picking off one aphid at a time with a
tweezers; and, thia inability on my part is apparently an organic defecte....

({Rather more seriously, I am vary much compitted to a gemi-organic
gardening atyle, in that I use as few poisons/fertilizers/spraye/stc. as
posaible, and then whensver possible those with natural bases - e.g. pure
steer wanure va, chemical plant food, ete. I do make a sharp sxception with
snail pellets, becauass we are overrun if I don't,

({I can identify very closely, if not to the sams degres, with the
genne of satisfaction in having done it yourself. Personally, I would be
wnabls to butcher a steer or hog I had raised; 1 have encugh Lrouble wham-
ming a cockroach, In my oase, the satisfaction is in 'fix-itt projeote in
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the house and yard., Now, I'll quickly confess that I am no '‘handyman,' and
in general dislike such activities as painting and plumbing. But when pos-
sible, I try to do them myself, Sonetimes I blow it, and have to call in
the cavalry, But more often than I sometimes realize, I don't blow it, and
it is very pleasant - a sharp egoboo - to realirze that I've undertaken a
venture in unfamiliar territory and won!

({Each of us probably has someone whont we admire and envy for his/her
acconplishments, while simultaneously recoguizing that we ¢ould never live
the same way. Halph is puch a2 one to me,

({Please note, however, that Amnesty International has certified Canada
free from political repression. Now, if you keep the same schedule after
to move to Zimbabwe.,..))

Matt Did you expect me to wrlte something about the Hinton-wWalker feud
Fleming that is going on in your 'zine? Gooed, because...,

T have watched many good 'zines {run by people with much
less intelligence than you possess) trylng to provide an open 'forum'! for
'debate' on some supposedly lmportant hobby matter. 211 they do iz let
the mouths of the hobby babble on in their unintelligible ways until every-
one either is bored or boored, That 1s, either your 'zine becomes a silly
and meaningless publication devoted to two or more egos, or else your 'gine
becomes a battleground where people rush to the defense of whet they perceive
to be their own eide, Took at the holy names that have besn invoked by
your two present combatants...will they not feel the need to write to you
and express their side of the story? I hope you cut this out of your *gine
(truly the best 'zine I have ever seen) befors, 1like a deadly cancer, it
spreads to the point where cutting it out would emtail cutting the wholse
t Eiﬂﬂ -

({Mora letter to follow. On this point, you're right. I already rue
the day I started down this road, and while I do feel mome obligation to
right of reply, I don't feel an indefinite one, As I write this on July
14, I already have a lengthy eesay from Larry Peery to print, and I fully
expect a doozie from Elmer, Beyond that, I would feel obligated to give
Walt Buchanan gome space if he chose to use it} and that is 1t, After
this issue or next (if Elmer's or Walt's item(s) arrive(sa) too late for
inclusion) I'11 cut it off and go on to better things,

({Thanks for strengthening my resolve.))

Don 'Railway Rivals' openinga? In an American 'zine? Where have I
Del seen that before? (Maybe it was in LIFE OF MONTY issues 60 thru
Grande 63, or the LOM 1iating in the 'ZINE REQISTER....) Anyway, as the
undeniable, unquestionable, unimpeachable, uniwpearable, unim-

grapefruitable father of PBM RR in America, I = wall, that's not quite
truey a few years ago Pete Doubleday (of THE THING ON THE MAT) spent some
time in America on business and GMed his RR games over here, mo he gets all
the credit, Anyway, could you put CATCH MY SMOKE in my issues of COSTA?

Speaking of RR, if over 700 maps exist, how come the map designators
are single letters? For example, E is the Eastern U.S., while K 1s for at
leagt part of England, and L is for France and thereabouts, (N is for New
England « I have a feeling some maps cover overlapping areas.) If you've
hever seen m PEH RR game, each one hag a dealgnator - for axampla, "RT245K®
for a gama in THING, I agsuts that *'T* standa far ths tpina, H2hse 15 thg
gawe number, and 'K' is the map,

I assume you're using David watte' HRe. (My HRs are based on Pete
Doubleday's, vhich are based on David's.) I ses no reference to the '‘special
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runa' cards in the HR*s = I think we sahould make sure that our rules and
the British rules are the ssce. (Only recently did anybedy in Britain
find out that thers is a 1982 Diplomacy rulebook!)

And speaking of David Watte, I assums you'll lift yocur 'no more trades"
and ask to trade for hia ROSTBERNE GAMES REVIEW - complete with 26 RR gamea!

Msanwhils...I have to agree that '"WONMETZKE' ia a result of computer
alphabetizing, (Well, that and "CONRAD F VON METZKE" could come out as
WYON METZKE CONRAD P* {using last name first), which many computers will
treat as the name "METZKE CONRAD VON.' I should know; in ay freshman year
at high aschaol, the records showad ms ms "QRANDE D. DEL,™ and at two separate
convaentions, my ID was filed under last names beginning with *3'., At
'Origina, ' wmy registration verification had my name, printed with a dot
patrix printer, as "EDELGARANDE." Strangsly enough, the registration was
correctly spelled (which drove the staff crazy when they couldn't find my
stuff in the 'E' pile).

Ahem, Corflu is not the same as liquid paper. Corflu is stencil
{eimes) correction fluid, and is not a very good LP subatitute, since it's
bluas, thin, and smells of ether. Psraonally, I use Liquid Paper correction
film for small mistakes,

Finally, you think your typewriter beil is short? Mine rings five
apaces before the margin. If you don't like it, then get a word proceesorl

Pu8e At fOrigins,' I saw & 100-sided die -~ it loocks like a golf ball
wrapped in plastic.

((Rest assured, I'm already trading with David. His rules will be
the standard here, and I'm writing lettera to him 1ike fury clarifying the
details to make certain we don't do anything queer that he doesn't do.

I don't yst know about Special Run Cards, but will have an answer before
lift-olf.

({David is the one who quoted the hundred-map figure. What he is
talking about is quite a few that have been privately invented and are in
uses without baving been officially 'published! or 'releasad.' David him-
self produces about twenty.

{I've rethought, and have decided that GATCH MY SMOKE will in fact
be a '"true’ subzine in that it will be printed right in with COSTA., How
elae to popularize thie game? EZo, no special request required, you and
everybody elas will get it whethar you want it or not. So - if I play
. in one of your games, will you play in one of mine? If not, can I play in
one of yours anyway? FPlease?

({Insofar as I'm concernsd, the true 'father' of American PEM AR is
Bruce Linsey, whome TRAX is the Iirst American 'sine to run a rallway game
of any kind (Empire Builder). So the race i1s on to see whether you or
I get to be mecond, Considering the number of applicants for mine so far
(zers), you look like a atrong contender.

({I've recently made a friend who ils a Burmese exchange atudent. Hia
name is U No., Care te predict what dot matrices will de to his name? As
to filing at conventions, at "stAmPShow 85" I was properly spellsd and
registered, but the idiot clerk at the check-in desk just couldn't com-
prehend what he was reading, It took him half an hour to find me, properly
filed under V! - the clerk eimply couldn't be convinced that there was
any point in looking through that letter! So, it ain't all the fauwlt of
computers, sotietimes it'se idiote who don't understand logic,

((One hundred sides to a die? How silly., V¥ith such small flat surfaces,
I'd think it would roll clear acrose the floor. What's the purpoee?))
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Not Schubert this time. Rather, two phrasea from Hans Pfitgzner's
'Die Einsame,' Op. 9/2, text by Eichendorff, The latter phrase is schoed
by one of the great accompaniments in Lieder writing, a repeat up a firth
in ecanonic imitation. Pfitgper's reputation, never really sscure, was
utterly shattered by his Nazl affiliations, and ke is only recently making
a bit of a comeback through his chamber music and the beat of his hundred
SONEE.

1 suggest this to you: If you like Lieder but do not yet know Pfits-
fler, one hearing of either the above or of 'Zorn,' Op. 15/2, and you will
hever again forget the man, BASF 20-21087 has twenty of the best songs ,

including those two. Magnificently performed by ¥Wolfgang Anhelsser and
Juliug Severin, it ile a dimc to treasure,
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The preceding wvas not Schubert, Pfitzner, Brucknsr, nor anyone élas
of importance. 1¥'s another one of mine (Fourth Symphony, trio of the
Scherza). Unpubliahed, unparforsed, lauguishing in my deak waltiog for
the day when Loonard Bernstein will knock on the door and say, "I gee in
COSTAGUANA that you have a atock of unrecognized masterpleces in manu-
script? Wowld you mind if I looked them over im preparation for world
prémieres by ane¢ of the major orcheatras under oy ever~progressive baton?®

IHE FIIEE TEIEE FIIEE JE2EE JEEEE JEHE HIRET HEA0E LEIOE LIEE 1EEEE 2HEEY
THE BEARS GO A'CAMPING

Gaologically, ihe Channel Islanda are held to conpist in two distinat
groups: The southern four, which are a part of the continental tectonio
plate, avd the northern four, which are attached to the Farallon plate
of the eastern Pacific. The latter group ls sirictly volcanic in paturey
the forser shous a mixturs of volcanic and sedimentary origing, All ars
rocky, sparsely vegetated, and generally uuninhabited,

"Wait a mipute," I hear you say, ''The Channel Ialands? But they'rs
part of England, over close to France, and have names of cowas, llke Jersey
apd Guarnsey, Right?M

No, not thoss! The Channel Islands of which I write are the eight
promontories off the west coast of southern California, near Los Angeles,
They are not very well known (witk one exception), even to residents of
the area; mont of thea conaist in neture sanctuaries for warine mammale
and birda, snd only one -~ Santa Cutalina - has a population of any sige,
The southernmost ~ San Clemente - is a military reserve used for guonery
practice, and containing a largs population of semi-wild goats (descandants
of specimens introduced by the military years ago) that has deforested the
island and is now dying of starvation; the goats are currently the objects
of a controversial extermination program conducted by the Navy from heli-
coptera, despite offera by varicus conservation and animal-~welfare groups
to relocate and fntegrate vaail numbers of them. It ia all pretty brutal,
when you congider that thers is no land-based support function for the
helicopter gunships, meaning of course that the goats not killed inatantly
areg left to blesd or starve to deathesss

A gore pleasant story accompanies the best-known of the elght, Satta
Catalina, twenty milem from the nearest point on ths mainland, has besn a
bit of & tourlst mecca for many years. In the 1920z a casino and ballroom
aprarg up in the only town bf conmequence, Avalon, and remains active to
this day {r the latter capacity. The ervetal watera have glven rise to
cruises 'in glase-bottomed boats to see the marine life, and the area is
very gratifylng to sport fishermen and sun-bathers interssted in escaping
the oongeatlon and litter of mainland areas.

Catalina, the second-largest of the Channel Islands, is wvoughly 35
wiles Iong and from seven miles wide (at its broadeat) to a mere quarter-
wile {(at the narroweat, in the approximate center). Avalon is near the
southern tip and is an hour and a half by fast boat from Loa Angeles, or
twenty~five minutes by shuttle helicopter, Moat of the reat of the idland
was once cwhed by the Wrigley family, of chewing gum fame, but has bean
largely desded to a non=profit institution known ua the Catalina Conservancy,
which ig dedicated to the preservation of several endangered specles of
plant 1life on the island. (The Wrigleys atill retain about an sighth of
the island, mainly in the form of a ranch for breeding Arabian horses,)
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The Congervancy is headguartered in Two Harbors, the only other town
on the island (pop. about 75). (Avalon has about 4500 permanent residents,)
Aside from grants, the Conservancy gains ite income from running bus tours
of the central snd southern island, showing Indian remains and natural
features with emphasis on the Conservancy's restoration efforts. These
tours are by bus, H40-passenger affairs that carsen aloeng the narrow moun-
tain dirt trails barely wide enough for m Jeep and scare the bejeezus out
of urban tourists like me, Tours last elther 3 or 5 hours and are broken
up by a few short hikes to see cliffelide scenery and Indian sites. They
are narrated by a Conservancy naturalist whose obvious fluency with her
field is exceeded only by the inability of her voice to drown out the
noisy alr conditioner on the bua.

Among other things, we learn as we wobble above the sharp declevities
of the Catalina hilla that:

- There were two distinct Indian cultures extant on the island. The
first is shrouded in mystery and was apparently conquered or sbsorbed by
the second about 400 years ago. The second wes an offshoot of the various
mainland tribes, semi-nomadic in nature, who lived on shellfish and grasses
and survived until the Spanish forced them to evacuate the island in 1832,
whereafter they quickly died out,

= Most of the wild mammals on the 1sland are non-native. The Spaniards
introduced the goats and pige, and the Korth American bison came with a
movie crew in the 1920, Today there are not very many goats left, they
having been aystematically exterminated; but wild pigs are extenaive and
generally annoying, and the bison roam the hills fairly freely, The goats
and bison were largely responsible for total deforeatation of the island
{neither species having any natural enemies to control them}, with the
result that the basic natural short grass of the island was totally des-
troyed, to be replaced by the wild oats introduced by the Spaniards. (The
native scrub grass still exists on two small rocka just off the island
shore, a total of about 500 sq. ft. - and novhere else on earth.)}

- Catalina partisans understandably prefer to dwell on issues of
scenlc beauty and environmental preservation. They do nhot much care to
discuss the occasional mainlander who aails over, gets drunk, and falls
off a boat and drowns - e.g, NHatalle Wood a few years ago,

It wan to this environment that Roes and I came for a two~night camping
trip in mid~Jduly. Ross had never been camping before; I hadntt been in
nearly thirty yearas. 8o it was, to say the least, a Great Adventure,

we left Los Angeles by fast boat at 6:30 p.m. and arrived at Two
Harbors at 8:15. (Incldentally, 'Two Harbors' is mis-named., There is
only one harbor. The mecond, a quarter-mile away in the west side of the
island, ims separately known as Cat Harbor.) A truok was supposed to meet
our group to move our luggage up the hill to the campsite, but it did not
show up until almost 10, and when we finally got where we were golng and
began to pitch tents and secure our food from the predatory wild pigs, it
was almost eleven, And if you think that pitching a tent at eleven p.m.
by flashlight im fun, consider what thrills it is when one has never pitched
a tent before in one's life, In fact, I had juast bought the tent that very
mornlng, and hadn't even cpened the box, 5o my first jJob, by torch, while
others drove sptakes and spread nylon, was to sit down and read the directions.

"Find a flat spot of ground.” All taken by those who knew how to pitch
tentsy settle for a moderate incline. '"Place tent floor-side down.'" How
the hell can one distinguish bottew from top at near-midnight when one
barely knows what a tent Yooks like? "Stake the four cornera.,” A snap -
until I hit a subsurface rock with the fourth corner and convert the staks
to a pretzel, "Agsemble poles," Okay - now where in the hell did I leave
the poles? "Take one of the longer ropes and tis a slip knot in one end,”
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Now wait just a woment; the box apecifically asays 'Tools required for as-
senbly ~ hamwmer.' It says nothing at all about Boy Scout marit badges for
knot-tying. "Tie one end of raps to tent pole; stake othar end to groupd. "
Oh goodyi the subsurface rock has a brother! Repeat with other pole.,"
Bey Ross = have you geen the flashlight? YOnzip frout flap." At last, a
direction I understand! (Rrrrriiipppppl) %If in doubt, call our toll-frae
nunber (aw, nuts, I forgot to pack the cordlesa 'phunali or apk a More
experianced camper (all of whom have been aslsep for an hour),®

Well, we got it pitchesd, all right; poor Roses, he must have thoughi
he Lad an idiot for & daddy, MNow we need the air sattresses and the
slesping baga. Okay, Conrad, blow up the air wattresses...puff, puff,
puff...vhat, they're not full yet? - puff, puff, putf.,.keep going, at
least they'rs unfolded now...puff, puff, puff...are you sure you don't have
‘a leak somevhere?...puff, puff, puff....

Net result. Roaa geta a half-inflated air wattress under his sleeping
bag; I settle for doing my own the next day, I aset up the sleeping bags.
Rosa goes to sleep inatantly. I toss and turn on the hard ground, finding
a total of eix thousand, four hundred twelve rocks that I neglected to
clear from the tent aite, Catalina haa a severe erosion problem, but not
one of those rocks has been affected by i1t, At last I settle in and atart
to alesp; it 1s one o'olock a.m,

"Hey dadl® I hear the kid yelling - it's not RoBe, "What's this
funny tell thing?n

"No! Dontt touch that, son, it's a tent pole.,.."

Plop!

It is six-thirty a.m. The otherwiss nice child in the tent next doer,
vho at thig moment was quite obvicusly conceived out of wedlock, has just
managed to convert my midnight tent-setting exercise into a bright orangs
nylon blob, Ineide the blob we find:t One Ross, who continues to sleap,
and who ¢culd in fact sleep through the slege of Hosecow; and one very
irritable and insufficlently-slumbered Daddy, who hzd been laboring under
the idiotic thought that he might actually gst to aleep until gaven, but
thias stupid watoh must be wrong again, it says 5:50,...

I am not pasaionate about "Taster's Cholce" instast ¢offee under the
best of conditions, However, I like it even less when robody has remembered
to bring a butane caniater for the camp stovel Nor had anyone thought of
milks and dry corn flakes etrike me =s about as joyous as the fire-bombing
of Dresden, Oh well, no problem; hike down the hill to Two Harbors and
there's a restaurant, and I have plenty of cash in #y...wallet? Funny, I
could have sworn I brought that wallst,...

RUBRDAZE « ¢ o TUOMAZS 4 o s BCrOULES s o s 8Crabble, . .aha! There it is, neatly
sandwiched between the wninflated air mattress and the three trillion
viclous rocks under my slesping bag., C'mon, Ross, let's trek down the
hill and eatl!

Trudge.. «trudge,...

WHADDAYA MEAN, THEY DON'T OPEN UNTIL EIGHT?

Hﬂitlo -wait- [T Y,

At last, 'Doug's Two Harbors Café' opsns. We order. They serve.
Wa eat,

I, who a® fussy, manage one bite. Ross, who will eat anything, managea
twos 1 wince. He frTowna.

dege .a -tl"udsﬂ' sesn
"Hey guys.,.are there any dry corn flakes and coffes crystala left?V
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Somewhat later. The whole camp ls up and around. Shortly after we

have finished our dry corn flakes, someone hae found the milk., Immediately
after my fourth spoonful of coffee crystals, someone else has found the
butane, Now it's time for the day's first hike,

It is proposed, and agreed, that we hike all the way across the island,
s total distance (including coming down the hill from camp and going back
up again) of 2.5 milaes. All goes well until we get aeroso the iathsus
then, one of the gung-ho types in the bunch (I think his name is Ross,
but I'm not certain because from this moment on we ceased to be related)
suggesta that we try going up "that trail on the hill up there." He points
to a thousand-foot rock ¢liff jutting out from the north shore of Cat
Harbor, There is an cbvious trail, but it is clearly a safety hazard for
goats, let alone an out-of-condition forty-two~year-old father wearlng
leather-soled shoes, "It's cokay, daddy, I'll hold your hand!" Up we
EQa

I will not des¢ribe the Jjoys of that climb, Suffice it to aay that
there were at least two: ComiEE back down, and Eattigﬁ back down, The
part involving the action word "up" cannot posgibly be described in terns
that will do my sensations justice, I will confine wyself to two meaty
obeservations:

1. It is an interesting feature of topography that a mountail trail,
which appears to ascend at & fairly steady angle, somehow manages to in.
crease its percentage steadily as you get higher and higher, In fact, as
you approach the top, it increases geometrically, At the top, it's 99%,

2. I like Ross. He's a neat kid, And when he makes a promise, he
keeps it., True to his word, he hald my hand on the entire ¢limb, What
he neglected to mention, however, 1s that he was planning to rug upl

After our bedraggled return to camp, we wandersd to the beach for
wading. The water ie wonderfully ¢ool and clear; the ocean floor is
rather another matter, When God created rocka, He distributed them very
equitably: 50% went under side of the tent, the other 50% went on the
beach at Two Harbors. Unfortunately, I have very senaitive feet - they
weren't senaltive before thip wadas, but sver since....

Ross, 'of course, has a different recollection, 'Those weren't rooks,
daddy," he amiles pityingly. "They're jJust large sand!" He splashed with
glee and abandon (and Matthew and Chris and Arthur), and obviously had
a total biast. I wonder if I did such masochistic thinge when 1 was seven,
I imagine I did. That's why my fest have problems now. Poor ROSSaeese

Following a gourmet camper's lunch (I'm awfully good at alopping
peanut butter on ant-covered bread)}, we hiked down the hill again to
board the bus tour. Up the dirt track zoomed the bus (I've described
this previously), providing some spectacular views of the bay and a
¢lear vision of the island's eastern profile to those brave enough to
open thelr syes, Eventually we arrived at an oaty plateau {(moat writers
would say ‘grasey,' but since the naturalist-guide went to the trouble
to discuss the infestation of wild oats, the least I can do is acknowledge
them) and - lo and behold, parked right at the edge of the road, right out
in the open sun, was our first bison, He waz huge., He was alec fly-ridden,
scraggly and one of the least impressive animale we had ever seen. The
guide theorlzed that he was a rogue male, driven from the herd because of
old age and the concomitant inability to enare and hold females. I thought
of Jean, and my increasingly-grey beard, and the fact that T naver 4id lsaszren
how to tie a hangman's knot.... '
The gvide told us that this bison had been lying in the same spot for
two days, and she thought it possible that he would remain there until he
finally starved to death, She then informed us that is was island policy
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that, if s bison wam ever found doing this sort of thing, he/she would be
watched for four dayaj if nothing changed in that time, the rangera would
come up and shoot it, Personally, I figure the bison wasn't an old rogue
at alli he had probably gone on the same hike we had, and was just reating.
Lord knows I wanted t{o reast for four days....

On the bus rolled. After another series of halrpin turne, we came to
a truly gorgeous little anchorage on the island's west side, and stopped
just long enough to wish we could stop longer. It is called {(appropriately) .
Little Harbor, and held roughly eix yachts at anchor - just about all 1t
could comfortably hold, There are no residents} actually, there aren't
even any bulldings. Nevertheless, there are several picnic tables and a
chemioal toilet, and an usphalted parking lot with six stalls! And to
top it off, someone has meen fit to build speed bumps in the lotl Thie
must be the cheapest posaibls way to provide the trappinge of civilizatien.
If so, the plan ia a failure; no quantity of chemical toilets or speed
bumps can take away the vieion of ihat harbor, pristine, unspoiled, un~
damaged by the typical ravages of man, If I were a Catalina bison, T
would want to learn to uss a chemical toilet, just so I could come to
Little Harbor once in a while,...

Up again into the hills, to a ghelf overlooking Little Harbor, and
we come to & turn~out in the road. The bus stops. The guide anncunces,
"Eyerybody out, we'rs going on a hike!" As Bill Cosby says, "RightI"
We will climb out, We will go on a hike, And we will stay there, twenty-
seven rogue blson by the side of the road, walting for the ranger to come
shoot us on Tuesday, Hell, of course SHE can hike all over the hillsj
SHE wasn't stupld enough to wsar leather shoes!

Well, ae it turned out, this hike wasn't so bad, The gulde took us
s short distance, down a slight incline, to what she called an "Indian
middan site." As she described it, it represented what amounts to a
trash heapj in such placee, Indiana thraw their rubbigh, just as we 4o
in a asanitary £ill today. To an Indian, "trash" consisted in unusable
bones, worn-out hids blts, broken shell tools, ard of course all the
organic materials that were cast off from the weals. The organlc items
decomposed into a rich black loam; this colored earth, when liberally
scattersd with shell bits, is a clear giveaway that an Indian site is
involved. This 1a particularly true when the site is 300 feet above the
beach; there ware no shells anywhers slss around on the precipice, but
in this one area (roughly 75 feet square) there were thousands of broken
fragments. As the guide theorized, thie bluff was a favorite Indian camp-
site - for no outstanding reason, it was merely very attractive and rela-
tively flat - and, over peveral centurles, the "rubbish bin" built up inte
ita present-day diastinct form. For reasons which scientists have not dis-
csrned, all known midden sites on Catalina Ialand are characterized by a -
profusion of wild sunflowere growing upon them. The flowers do grow else-
where, in wild abandon, but they always oscur, thisker than usual, at the
midden sites. The logical theory is that the black loam is conducive to
their propagation, but thias 1s appsrently falsej elaswhere on the island, :
the flowers invariably thrive in poor, rocky soll, and do poorly in good
earth, "Midden loam" is the best dirt on the island. So why this one
atriking exception? Soil chemlsts have bsen trying for years to find a
comeon denowinator, so far without auccees, .

Once back in the bus continued through various twists of the tesrain
to the Wrigley Arabian Horee Ranch, one of three ouned by that famcua
family, which consisted in a handful of amazingly modest Spanish-atyle
buildings and a host of the moat glorious equine creatures on the planet.
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At this outpost of the Wrigley empire, the horses are bred and raised for
show atatuey hence all specimene are at the peak of fitness and beauty,

and those older than colt status have all at least begun the training that
will eventually make them prize-winners, The atables and grounds reflect
the residents; it is rare to ses an oasie of such ¢leanliness aand obvious
polish without any hint of fussiness. In one pen was a goat - the gulde
told us it was a wild goat which had been tamed am a pet = and my first
reaction was that it looked like any other domestic goat only smaller.
Prompted by my observation, the gulde diacusaed the "breadbox theory" of
the fauna on Catalina Island. According to this theory (to which all
relevant species eem to subscribe), when the animal species of the island
are compared to thelr mainland counterparts (none fs unique to the igland),
those larger than a breadbox tend to be m bit mmaller than those counter-
partsy those smaller than gaid breadbox range a bit larger, Thie holds trus
for mammala (bison, pige, goats, rata, mice, squirrels, foxes, and a couple
of othera), and for all birds (ravens, eapglea) except those which rangs
between the two locales (much as gulls). It also holds true for the two
lizard and four anake specieas known., No mention was made of insects. M
candid observation of a few of the latter (emrwigs, bees, ants and flies

is that they are just about the same in both places, not only in eize but
in annoysnce.

A short distance from the Wrigley 'spread' (shades of Hoppy and Gene
Autry!) liea the Catalina Alrport - the "girport in the Sky." It ie 1602
faet above the sea, on a high plateau, and represents the uppermoast polint
of *civilization' on the island, Usable only by small private planes (the
Piper Cub variety), it consiste in a short runway, a guidance tower, and e
terminal built like a Western ranch and containing a swall snack bar that
serves "buffalo-burgers” (the result of the annual thinniog of the herd),

a gift shop that sells small plush buffalos, and a lobby with & fireplace
over which hovers a huge embalmed buffalo head, No need to ask what the
national animal of Catalina is, eh?

(Interjection of some importance: In general American ussge, the
terma 'buffalo’ and 'bison' are regularly interchanged. In fact, the
shaggy brown beast of the American plains ~ and Catalina - is the North
American bison, Latin name Bison bison, while the buffalo is any of several
African or Aaian species of which the commen water-buffalo 1s the best known.
There is no true buffalo in existence, except in poos, fn North Americs.

How Bigon bison came to be called a *buffalo' is beyond mej the fact remains
that until 1938 the United States minted "buffalo' (not "bison") nickles,

and the Catalina sirport serves "buffalo" - not "bigon" - burgers, One
theory holds that when Columbus discovered America, he erronecusly named

the netives "Indians" because he thought he was in Indla, and alsc called
their beasts of bhurden "buffalos" because that's what "Indians" were known

to use, Nice theory., Too bad Columbus discoversd the West Indies, and that
the nearest buffalo/bison was three thousand miles away on the American Great
Plains. No, there has to be another answer. If any reader knows what it im,
I will giadly pay one bimon nickle for the answer,)

At the airport, it wae announced that we'd have a ten-minute potty
stop followed by another hike, Ross bought a Coke, and drank it thiretily.
I bought a larger Coke, and quickly scaked By gore feet in it.

The hike proceeded down a long, steep 'nature trail' conatructed with
funds from a grant from TRW Gorp. I have yet %5 usderstand what thas grant
paid forj the trail was simply a foot-scraped path marked by a few rocks
lined up elong the sides, If they'd asked e, I'd have mrranged those rocks
for them for twenty bucks and a cold besar. Some grant!
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Down the hill we wended our way, stepping single file between the two
lines of expensively-arranged rocks, across the moat blatant gpoilation that
I eaw on the ieland {a disgusting electrical conduit that snaked across the
hills for nine miles to a radio tower on the tallest peak in the vhole place;
the tower is used to guide 'planes into the airport, the stench of grilled
buffalo-burgers apparently not basing enough), to an outcropping of greenish
rock at the edge of a verdant sloping meadew. Our object was the rock stand,
which had been heralded as an Indlan gquarry., But ranging across the meadow
was an obataclej about two dozen future suppliers of airpert burgers were
grazing, all except twe muscular and unfriendly-looking males; those twe
ware squared off for a fight!

Our guide shooed us back behind the gutcropping, Then shé moved for-
ward toward the bison, taking one or two slow steps at a time. As she moved
a fow feet and stopped, so the bison moved a short distance and also stopped.
The gulde moved again, The bison moved again, And so on, This continued
for fifteen minutea; the guide moved a squib, the bison backed off a squib,
the gulde moved mome more, the bison moved some more,,.neither side making
a startling move, neither side giving more ground than the other, yet the
result belng an inexorable {albeit noble and face-saving) retreat of the
bison herd. Finally, our guide determined that the beasts had ranged far
enough for safety; she called us back, and we proceeded to look at the
rocks,

The quarry was of sovapstone, and repressnted the Indian source of
bowls for asorp-grinding. Apparently the Indians wouild chisel a circle
in the side or the outoropping, then jam dry wood into the declevity they
had cut. They would then pour water on the wood, and the resulting ex-
pansion would break the circumsoribad inner segment away from the gquarry
wall., A seriee of repstitions of this operation (it took g month te com-
plets) provided the basic material for a good solid bowl. The Indian who
had baen so laboriously wetting sticks would then hone his 'pop-ocut' to
shape, and - voild! He had the harder part of his desired mortar and
peatle, We were told that arohaeologists had found quite a number of
broken rock-circles mcattered in the weadow near the guarry, and had puz-
zled for some while over them; our guide'a theory (eminently plausible)}
is that these represent the screw-ups. If {ahe theorized) after a month
of wogd~wetting, an Indian found that he had goofed and popped out a
broken or misshapen piece of rock, he would guite understandably get furious
at all the tise wasted, and - in a fit of fury - pick up the offending
useleas rock and heave it as far as he oould into the meadow, presumably
accompanied by a bellow of whatever passed for vile invective ameng those
people, After a few centurles of thie, it is quite logical that the meadow
would be littered with rounded rocks, )

From there, we climbed back up the hill - our guide made it easy on
us city slickers, stopping every so often to describe the plants along the
trail - and boarded the bug for the ride back, We drove back over the sama
roads to our cambp, viewing again the scenery that had proved so startling
the firat time, and which remained just as atartling now, and came away
with a rather differant apprecistion of our terrain than we had had at the
outset., We all started with the idea that Catalina was a resort ialand
with aome nice hills and campgrounds. We realized that it was really much
more; a locale of amezing history, a naturs preserve which was well along
in the procesms of rebounding from devastation of the flora, a source of
scenery which may well be equalled elsewhere but cannot be bestad, All

of us learned, and grew, from that winding drive in the hills of a miner
islet off the shore of 3mog City,

No account of this trip would be complete without s mention of the
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young lady whe served as our guide and educator. Her name, inappropriately
enough for a tour on a crystal-clear day, is Misty, She ig tall, stately,
strikingly attractive and possessed of one of the most distinctive chiselled
faces I've ever seen, She gpeaks with a thick Southern drawl that belies
the mind that forms the words. She was not, by any stretch of the
imagination, hired for her cheeaecake value, though she certainly could

have beeny she possesses a crackerjack mind, an assured delivery, an obvious
love of her subjects, and a gift for the communication of amall Getalls

and "trivial" data that can antice even the most bored listener. If thers
are awarde for meientific tour-guiding, I vote Migty the gold medal,

The tour ended, guess what we all did next? Climbed back up the hill
to the canp! How did you guess? Once there, Rees and a couple of other
boys decided to go swimming, Then Ross changed his mind and decided to
go down to the beath but just collect rocks, We c¢limbed down to the beach.
Ross then changed hies mind again, o I climbed back up, got his trunks and
towel, climbed back down, and Ross went swimming,

For three minutes. Then he started colleeting rocka,

I must tell you quickly about Rons' rock collection. He loves pretty
etones, with unusual colors, patterns or features, He gaves them in great
droves, We have a yard and a garage littered with them, Generally, he
prefers semaller stones) the only exception im that, when I have to lug
them back from Catalina in a suvitcase, he wants boulderg! On this trip
he brought back twenty-eix pounde of rocks - half that weight in two big
quartz monsters alone - and I carried them up from the beach, down the
hill (in a suitcase) to the ship, onto the ship, and - back on the maine
land - all the way to the car. But Roas is nice; whan we finally got
homne, he offered to carry one of the big ones into the hounse {(fifty feet).
80 I let him, We got not more than five feet from the car whem he asked,
"Daddy, 1've got my tape recorder and my backpack and this rock and I'm
tired, Would you carry the rock in?"

Dinner that night {back to Saturday here) was broiled gtsaks, I'm
glad I was not invelved in the preparation; it takes me houra just to get
the charcoal burning, As it was, somebody elee did it in ten minutes, and
we had a wonderful steak dinner around an early campfirej then we roasted
marehmallows (miraculously, with all the kids running around with their
goat hangers, nobody got an eye poked out), and Ross and I gave out about
9:30. By now we had both air mattresses inflated, I'd cleared a few of
the sub-tent rocks, and we both slept gloriously,

This meant, of course, that we woke up first om Sunday, and if you've
ever tried to keep a well-rested Ress quiet in the morning, well, believe
mey you'd rather sleep on rocks, I begged, 1 pluadad, I cajoled, and
in desperation we finally trudged down to the beach for an sarly wade,
thereby (of course) waking up everybody sleeping on their boats. But
&t least our fellow campers didn't grump at us for the rest of the day!

Breakfast, which Ross and I desperately awaited when it was finally
served, congieted in pancakes, sausage, bacon, ceresal, eggs, bread and
jam, cinnamon rolls, three kinds of juice, and coffee. And, of course,
corn,

"Corn?h

Tup. &See, the previous evening, the stesk dinner had included corn
on the cob. Not all of it was eaten. Therefore, in the spirit of conger-
vation, the idiot in charge of breakfast decided to acraps the lafiovsr

c¢obs and put the kernels into the pancakea. They were awful! More than
that, he was such an sbyamal slime that he didn't even bother to msk if
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anyone objected; he sinmply added the corn (and believe me, he had tona of
it), and to hell with anyons whe first cried "Hold, enoughl® As a result,
not one of the children ate muoch breakfast, nor did many of the adnlts -
a couple of the latter feigned politeness, but their efforts wers irans-
parent. Except, of course, to the twit who was causing it all; he rolled
right along, cooking up the corn=cakes, now and again infesting one of them
with a few crumbled bacon bits or & dash of sausage grease, until euddenly
it dawned on him that he had a backlog: Nobedy was coming to the gril) any
longer to get pancakes, and they wera just stacking up on the holding plates
at this point he had about ten of them waiting, And suddenly he locked
around., Not cne child was in sight; they had all wandared off to play {and
plan their strategy for a mid-morning snack). And only two other adults
were in attendance:r I was there to help wash dishes, and one other man
waa atarting early to pack for the return trip. And at this moment the
cook oalled out, "Hey, what's the matter; doesn't anybody like my pancakes?"
My friends, I &m morry. 1 tried nobly., But at that moment I waa
unrestrainable, I laughed, Out loud, For quite a while, in fast. I
truly hops the poor red-faced cook didn't take offense....
Well,..on second thought, I guees I don't really care 1f he did or not,

The rest of the worning is barely worth a report. There is something
of a let-down about the last morning of & camping trip, even if the journey
han spanned a mere forty-eight hours over three days. Rosa went swimming
& couple more times. We hiked down the hill to 'town' agaln and got an ice
c¢roam cone. I packed, i,e, deflated the lovingly-blown-up air mattresses
and dismantled the laboriouslywereoted tent, The adults divided up the
remaining food in an equitable manner (based moxre than anything on who had
space to trangpport it back howe) (Note: MNobody, to my knowledge, took any
corn), aud by noon all our gear wae stacked In the centre of the campsite
to await the truck, It came, On time. We lcaded. On time. Everyone
trudged down the hill for the last time, helped unload the truck, trekked
to the dock, and hslped load the boat, We had an uneventful {(almost dull)
cressing, wnloaded with relative sase, and went ocur geparate and happy
WAYS . '

And then,...

Rosa and I left the terminal at about 4:30, intent on & fairly quick
drive home to see Eric and Jean. And all indications were that our expec-
tations would be fulfilled - for about five miles. And then the hammer
fsll,

I vas driving quite ordinarily, talking to Ross and routinely glancing
in the mirrore and out the window to check traffic as I always do, Ross
asked a question. I atarted tc answer, and suddenly - SNAPI

It didn't hurt in the least, at first, It was simply a sensation of
a muacle in the neck 'popping' as 1f it had twanged into relaxation after
gole unknown stress or strain - maybe I'd looked too far into the mirror,
or turned too ouddenly tc answer Ross. Ko big deal....

e I answered Ross' question, and them, as a reflex, I swallowed.

SCREAMI

I've led a charmed life; never once have I suffered a sericus, palnful
injury, At that moment, however, I think I finally understood the meaning
of physical egony. And fear.

I was physically unable to swallow. I tried a couple more times, just
to Bes - same result, soreeching pain; I just could not do it, I zaid
something to Ross - SCREAM! Not quite as bady I could do that; but it
it was definitely not fun. (Breathing, at least, was whimpaired.)
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Californla freeways do have good points, One¢ of them is the presence
of aigns, wherever relevant, leading the unfamiliar traveller %o bagic Ber-
vicest Food, gasoline, lodging, law enforcement, and - mirabile dictul -
medical help., At the very next off-ramp stood a big blue *H', meaning that
by taking that exit one would find m hospital. I was gcared, Ross was
being brave ("Don't worry, Daddy, I'll help you 1f you need me") and as-
tonishingly calmj I wasn't, I zipped off the off-ramp, followad the =igns,
and wound up at Kaiser Permanente Harbor Medical Center. 1t was Sunday
afternopn, so only the Emergency ward was cpenj in we went. I anncunced
(agonlzingly and croskingly) a semblance of my complaints; when Ross per-
c¢elved that | was having trouble talkihg, he took over and told the recep=
tionist, "This is my Daddy, he broke hie neck, Would you please help him
goon, because we want to get homel"

Do you remember that old joke about the man shot with an arrow by
hostile Indians who, when esked if it hurt, replied, "Only when I laugh?®
Now I tinderstand that joke, I was in pain, to be auyre, but I was by no
means oblivious to the sensitive humor of one sasall boy, whom I love quite
dearly., At that moment I laughed, and was quite unable to stop in spite
of the fact that it felt like Bomeons was applylng a soldering ironm to my
throat. In that moment, I think the receptionist first realized that my
“energency' was far from life=threatening.

I was seen very quickly - I am convinced this is bhecause the staff
wanted a chance to get to talk to Ross #some wore, And, in fact, duripg
the entire examination that followed, the nurme and the doctor ran tests
on e and kept up a perfunctory discourse on my problem, but they spent the
bulk of their time getting acquainted with my son. ("Where do you live?"
*In San Diego, on Donald Avenus. Do you know how to get thers? Wwell, you
take Highway 110 - that's the one we were on when Daddy got hurt - and you
get off on Interstate 405 - Daddy, is it 505 or 6057 - Oh, that's right,
605 ia the ome we don't take - and gnyway you follow that until 1t turns
into Interstate 5, which is the freeway you take to my house, only it takes
a long time because San Diego iz & long way away. Juat remember that you
heve to get off on Highway 52 and you want the first exit which says
Clairemont Mesa Boulevard, but thatt!s wrong because it's really called
Regentas Road until you get up to the top of the hill, That's silly, isn't
it, putting vp a sign 1ike that when the atreet is called something elpe?
Would you like to come visit us some day? My Hommy ia a really good cookll
I swear to you, dear readerj this is not a preclse quote, but it ia awfully
cloge. Any errors ars undoubtedly due to my hysterical laughing while trying
to keep a thermometer under my tongue at the same time. Let it be stated
that I failed, and the poor nurse had to take the temperature thres times
before she finally established that I had no fever.)

Well, Roass or no Rosa, they did do their duty. Blood presaure up a
bit (13?/50). Temperature normal. Throat slightly red. No apparent
bleeding. COne amazingly speedy X-ray - normal. Well, air, we don't know
exactly what heppened, but it doesn't appear critical., We have a non-
emgrgency ¢linic which opens tonight at 6 p.m,, why not go see them? I
elected ~ having been reassured that whatever had happened was not going to
kill me - to proceed on home and have myself geen at my own olinic the next
day. We left. The remainder of the trip was uneventful, though I had to
stare greedily at Rosa' dinner because I just couldn't awallow (I did try
a Cokejy ft hurt tooy I dumped momt of it)f we got home at 7:30, and spent
the next hour - or rather, Roas did, I avoided talking - reporting on the
highlights., {"We gwam and hiked and Dmddy had trouble with the tent and
the pancakes were terrible and, oh yes, Daddy hurt hig throatt"}
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(The next day, I did go to sy local clinic. Some sort of infectionm.
Take aspirin and antibiotics, rest tha voice, and stop worrying. Blood
pressure, sang the fear factor, back to normal, 127/62. No explanation
for the suddenness of the onslaught, Three days later, I felt fine,)

And go the bears went cawping, and survived, and even had some fun.
In fact ~ don't tell Ross I sald this - a lot of fun. So much fun, in
fact, that we'll assuredly be back again next year (these Catalina trips
are an anhual event for our YMCA group)s And by then, a few things that
were present thig first time will be misseing. HNo more excess luggage,
No more grossly-out-of-shape hikers (I'1l practice in advance), No more
elumsy experimentation in tent-setting.

But there will be one thing added. Right now, Eric is four and cne=
half, The age limit for thim group is five.

By next year, I'1l be running up the hilla after twec of theml

AN A A A A A A A A AV AV AV AV A SV A BN O SV S BN N N v |

NEW BLOOD, Part Two

Since typing this blurb on Page Two, I've had one further enguiry,
Let's get him initiated right away, eh?

Joe Zizek, P.O. Box 1179, Edaon, Alberta, CANADA TOE OFO.
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DEADLINE EXPLANATION DEPARTNENT

Under COSTAGUANA's noymal deadline rotation, your next moves = and
my next publishing experience = would take place on 23d August, By the
pursxt of coincidences, that will be my father's 79th birthday, but we
don't plan a big celebration eince he 4ied in 1972, However, we do plan
a bit of & vacation, and so for your purposes the effeot will be the sawme,
COSTA ip woing to fall a bit off achedule, on the logie that Disneyland
for the kids (and for me, the biggest 'kid' in history) is of far greater
isportance than your stupld games,.,..

It is a perfect time for such a mituation, I hare the unique oppor-
tunity to put out one mors lamense, overvhelmingly expenpive iusue, and
theraby geot fully caught up with the backlog of letters, etc. But to do
this, I would nesd to lengthen a deadline in order to accomodate my typing
spesé¢. I can either publish the current ismesus late, or sxtend the next ons,

I'va sleoted to take the former choice and put this issus out late,
For ome thing, it gete me caught up soonsr. For another, I'm exhausted
Just now, and truly need a bit more time. And fioally, the vacation plan
is still impreciss, and next iseue might have been late anyvay - thias way,
I oan plan it late and thus be on tims, (7) Qot 1it?
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In a recent MAD POLICY, Richard walkerdine presented a fascinating and
sxhaustive breakdewn of hie production costs for his issues. I have kept
no records of any kind, so I can't do this, I do, however, have the costs
of the last issuve to hand, and I can report to you on them,

You may have noticed en the first page a radical increase in subsecrip-
tion fees. 45%, in fact - my God (you ask), did hs let the Runestons result
go to his head? ]

Noy, actually, I'd just like to atop losing quite so much money, Here
ara last isauve's figures:
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Please note that this is s limited cost breakdown. No effort has been
made to try and 4seess costs of the 'little' things, some of which would
defy per~issue or per-plece computations anyway: Address labels, staples,
typer ribbons, white-out,..no, I've kept it to the big ones, printing and
poetage. (This being my hobby and not a business, I zee no justification
in guggeeting that my time is worth anything tangible,)

PRINTING & COLLATING (110 copies) $101.04

ENVELOPES (for 12 overseas copies) .88
FOSTAGE?

1 at .86 (overseas surface) .86

11 at 1,96 (overseas alr) 21,56

10 at .76 (Canada) 7.60

73 at .73 (domestic) 53.29

8185.23

Divided by the 98 copies actually mailed out, that gives $1,89 per
copy as my actual cost. If you factor out the 'extraneous' things, like
the twelve spare copies I had printed and the excess postage for overseas
air, the AAPBE {Appropriate Assessable Pre-Bankruptcy Expenditure) is out
to a mere $1,65 per copy.

Hy new sub rate charges you seventy-seven and one-half cents per issue.
That's leas than half my actual per copy cost ueing the AAPBE method, For
my money, if I were spending any of 1t (hah!), that would be a Good Value,
Fleagse consider renewing at the new rate when your sub expires,

Unfortunately for me, I'm the world's worst accountant. In complete
frankness, I have not bothered to annotate the duration of any of the paid
subs I've received, Or, to put it another way - you may find this incredible,
even a bit insane, but I awear it's true ~ I haven't the slighteat idea when
anybody's subscription expires. The reason for this idioey is simpler I've
held the rather curious feeling that, if you have enough interest in COSTA
to actually plunk down a bit of money, I'd like to have you around for a
while. And a0 I keep sending issues until you somehow indicate (usually
by & lengthy silence) that you've logt interest. Then I may get around
to asking, and if you reply 'forget it' or don't reply at all, I atop sending
isgues, 8ince COSTA was revived early in 198%, the only people to whom I
have stopped mailing coples are haif a dozen game dropouts and a fellow
named Dave Cartery who cancelled his trade,

This kind of policy is either the ultimate in humanistie involvement,
or the ultimate in stupidity, I am not prepared to decide that ilssue, I
can state, however, that personal circumstances have now conspirsd to make
it impossible to continue in this vein, I am therefore going to inatitute
& certain precision in records-keeping, effective next 1ssue, with the
followlng reault:

From that point on, all subscriber address labels will bear a code.

It will consist in a Roman numeral, a slash, and a Latin number. Example:
XII/11. This would mean that the last issue on your curremt paid sub ia
Volume XII, Number 11, By keeping in mind that there are twenty igsues to
a volume, you ctan figure out your sub balance.

Non-subacriber labels will also hear codes: X = trade, © = compliment-
&rys There are folur people whoce labels will be coded 'X' but who would
automatically change to *'C' if ever they canceiled their trades., One of
them is Richard J. Walkerdine, and another is Fred Davis, Both have bsen
friends for such a long time that I frankly cannot conceive of Diplomacy
without them. The other two ~ well, Yyou figure them outl
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Whan you rsad these codes, please understand that {(for subacribers)
they are necessarily estimates., When in doubt, which will be atest of the
time, I will have tried to bend on the side of generosity, But thie kind
of re-creative process ls necessarlly prone to error, so pleasa double=
check me, If I have erred in your favour, I do not particularly care to
hear about it, But if T have gypped you, I beg you to cay so. No proof
is required, mersly & simple statement of my error. In every case where
I am told I've shorted you, I will accept your figurs and adjust exactly
ag you tell me to,

Sounds like I'm leaving myself wide open, eh? No I'm not. There is
not one single person on my mailing list who would intentionally cheat mej
I guarantee thie to be a fact,

S0 next isaue, check it out, and let me know if I've goofed,

And from that polnt on, I will atick to strict accounting and careful
recorde-keeping. Please be prepared for the upcoming new COSTA department,
namely - REMINDER NOTICES!

In conclusion, I might hearksn back to my cost breakdown and remark
that these figures are for the largeat COSTA ever printed, aixty pages,.
Believe me, I am not going to be dolng such wassive issues svery time, and
on that basis the per=oopy cost may drop dramatically when I put out a
spaller one. For inatance (I won't delineate the process, take my word
for it}, e 32-page issus would run me only about 88¢ per copy. That is
still a loss, but one so minor that I gonmider it insignificant.
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THE RUNESTONE POLIL,
and
THE RUNESTCONE FORUM

In the last few days, the resuits of the 1986 Runestone Poll have
been printed by Bruce Linsey and wailed to the hobby,

Earlisr in the issus I made some comments sbout the results and the
top ten finishera. I'd like now to throw out a few notes about a few
other things, and then lead gracefully into ths Forum I wish to run on
this topiec.

My firat commenis concern the pubiication which carries the results,
and its Editor, Bruce Linssy. I admit I'm biaged; I like Bruce, and he
did write a very generous and sensitive essay on COSTAQUANA. Nevertheless,
I have no hesitation in naming both the publication (THE CREAM SHALL RISE)
and its Editor "Wonderful Things." Quite apart from such subjective con-
siderations as style, verve, etc., the gheer effort expended to create this
52-page wonolith utterly overwhelms me. From preparation snd distribution
of ballots, to data collsction and inputting, to running the program, to
organiging the final printout into readable form, to finally distributing
the 52 pages of results - this project demonstrates an immense effort and
a great deal of dedication, The finished product is a true gem.

In outline form, THE CREAM SUiALL RISE is & report on the results of
the Poll, listing (in order of finish in the voting) 60 'zines in a "main
1ist," 32 more in a "secondary list"('zines which received fewsr than ten
votes each). Then there's the Subzine Poll (39 "wain," 10 "subsidiary"),



34

the Gamesmasters’ Poll (43 "main,” 70 "subsidiary™), plus charta of the
vote profiles, and even more charts {for the 'Zine Poll only) of tha so-
called "head-to-head competition" « how each and every 'zine on the list
fared in the voting mgainat each and every c¢ther 'zine on the list, Then
there are lisis of awards, addresses of publishers, namea c¢f all the voters,
a beautifully lucid explanation of the secoring system, an extended essay
on the Poll Forum to be held in COSTASUANA {with several werthwhile toples
to begin the discussion), and...oh hell, this is ridiculous., Thers is so
much in thias publication that I cannot bogin to diecuss it adegquately,

I would expect that most hobbyists who have more than a cazaual interest

in what goes on around us, would want a copy. If you voted in the Poll,
coples are §1, If you didn't, copies are §2, Personally, I'd pay ten,
Easslly.

Bruce can be found at 73 Ashuelot, #), Dalton, MA 01226,

In this next blt I want to be careful, ao nobody will misunderatand.
Leaders in almost every field of human endeavour tend to be controversial,
and make some enemies. Bruce Linaey is one of Diplomacy's more contro-
versinl figures, and certainly has a few people firmly entrenched in a
camp of opposition, He also has a liat ¢f diehard supportars.

I mention this only because I think it is extremely important to
peparate & personality frem the work he produces. For my part, I don't
have this problem, since I happen to coneider Bruce the port of person
I'd 1like to have had for a brother if I'd had one. (I might add that
I have the same feelings for a couple of his most bitter enemies.)} But
you may think of Bruce as you will; his work with the Runestone Poll,
to oy mind, is one of the great glories of the pressnt-day hobby.

I strongly puggest we award this gentleman an ear-splitting round
of applause. He deserves it,

A few more commentes on the results of the poll itself., The top
five in the Subzine Poll were:r D-DAY, HOBBYTALK, MEGADIPLOMAT, ONLY
YESTERDAY and HIGH INERTIA., In the GM Pell, the top five were: Gary
Coughlan, Mark Larzalere, David Kleiman, Jim Benes and Andy Liachett,
Though these are not necessarily the ones I voted for, I cannot dis-
agree with any of their rankingsj unquestionably, all that I know any-
thing about are superb,

Gratifying to me is that, of the 86 people who received COSTA at
the time I printed the ballotm, 51 voted in the pell. Of course many
of them probably did not use a ballot from my *zine, or - even if they
did - would have voted anyway., 5till, it says something t¢ me about the
kind of hobby participation my readership evidences - involved, interested,
and active, That'e nice.

Curiously, though only 57 readers voted, COSTA received Sk votes,
Somebody must be passing copies around!

Seversl people have written te tell me they voted COSTA top honors
in the poll, It intrigwes me to note that two of these several didn't
vote in the poll at alll

Okay. Sure, I'#i proud! Aand grateful. I mean, thank you all very
mtch for your acknowledgement of my efforts, your support of my activity,
and the sxpectations you've set for me by implication. I'1] do what I
can to keep to the same level, or maybe even a better one. BUI, I'm
really morry, but I still think MAGUS is better., And PRAXIS, And EUROPA
EXPRESS. And IT'S A TRAP. And EXCELSIOR. And DIPLOMACY DIGEST. And
two others - gotta keep some secreta!

Bse also ths bottom of Page 39,
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REPORT ON WADCON
by Paul Gardner

((Notet Thia contribution was accompanied by a photo of thirteen of
the attendess, which I regret I am unable to reproduce. Perhapas it'a just
as wall, the thing is a bit blurred, and =0 sverybody is out of focus,

Paul did, however, get a clear and absolutely unfuzzed image of the door,))

I'11 start by sparing you the car ride -~ a more boring 2% houra you
could hardly spend (left my house at 9:30 p.m., arrived Mike Barno’s at
2:30 a.m., left Barno's at 4:30 a.m., arrived at Rauterberg's at 11 p.m.) =
thia is an indictment of the "goenery," not the passengers, Barno and Tom
Swider (it was Barno's Grand Prix}).

Arriving at Rauterberg's in the dark and just after a game of Dip had
atarted was OK with wme, I was sc cut of it that I actually sat down at a
spare table and started writing Dip letters. Fortunately, sense seeped into
the brair and I crashed at about 3 a,m, Out in the Diparena, Debhi Peters
preaided aan Jamea Wall {Tur), Matt Flewming (Rus), Dale Bakken (Ita), Tom
Johnson (Ger), Paul Rauterberg {Fra), Marc Peteras (Eng) and Robert Achemson
(Aus) went back and forth, I wish I c¢ould tell you how it ended! (It was
a draw, but who? I knowy Wall was close to out bui game back to 8 centers,)

Reality dawned at 9 a.m., with people shuffling around acting awake
{they couldn't fool mel). Somewhere around noon or one, some games started,
Ton Swider got a section of “Castle Risk" (an official variant of Parker
Bros. "Risk")} going, which ended after just two turne for me - soon enough
to get into a marathon Titan game. The Ozoge (Cathy, Eric, Kurt), along
with James Wall, HMatt Fleming and I, made up a six-some that played from
2 pak. until 5 a,m. - totally nutso. Kurt got knocked out in the wmiddle
somewhere, but for 1% long hours, Fleming led, growing and growieg (he had
a Level 27 Titan at the end).

All through thie nonsense the best part of the whole weekend went on,
Payl Rauterberg, our host and owner of a bar in downtown Mad City ((Madiaon,
wieconain)), had a couple of pony kegs of local (very good} besr (Sprecher)
and barbecued ribs and chicken on hand, plus hordes ¢f locala roaming about,
The six of we Titan nuts were shovad into a corner room in the basement (cur
own gheosing) and “the tourista" - friends of Paulls, but non-gamers mostly -
peeked in at us as if we really were nuta. We weren't alone; a game of
Final Conflict raged in another bassment space.

By & a,w. all that was long gone - we alone wers still awake, Fleming
or somecns had freed Cathy - she was gone., Matt teleported to my Titan
stack - I was wipsd out, but stayed to watch as Eric teleported to Hattls
somewhat weakened Titan mtack with his own Titan which incladed four Colossi
and was able to muster an Archangel and knock out Matt., That left Jamee
(who had ssemed in danger of imminent death all game long) and Eric (muoch
weskened). Possibly James could have caught Eric and resclved ths game by
battle, but it didn't seem worth it; we Junt went to bed. It was already
light outside,

Friday's arrivals (in addition to the Ozogs) included Scott Manson and
Frauke Petersen (they taught us "Hase und Igel™ « "Hare and Hedgehog," a
neat, quick German board gams), and Pat Conlen (detouring northwest om his
way from Louielana to Maine where he'll hike the Appalachiam Trail for &
menth or two)s I had fun talking to all these people I've met in the mail
and known in some cases for years, Bob Acheson fascinated me because of the
life he leads. He works in a place o far north in Canada that there are
noe roads; the company flies theam in and out to Edmonton for their off daya,

From what he said, it sounded like a combination of military life and
trailning for space.
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I did get into a game of Dip on Saturday (got a plece of a 5-way draw)
but there were loads of other gamea played., In addition to "Hases und Igel,"
"Nuclear War" was popular, "Judge Dread" was played once, another round of
"Castle Risk,™ and one or two I don't recall, Frisbees weres thrown and
volleyball was played, but it was really too hot for that, It was better
to stay indeors and tose another of Rauterberg's many albume on the turntabdle.
The weekend favorite wae Peter Gabriel's "So" featuring 'Sledgehammer' and
‘Rrrredddd Rerrain....!

Mr, Rauterberg and hie pup, Molina, were the perfect host and hostess.
As far as I could tell, the beer stopped flowing only becauese sveryone was
aick of ity Paul saw to it that thers was plenty, Hatt and James also made
themselves available as integral parts of the weekend, and in Hatt's case
helped host and D.J. I enjoyed this Con greatly, and recommend it to all,
Can I catch a ride with you next year, Mike Barno?

((Thanks, Pauli it sounds like & blast, and I'd have givenm my right
arm (remembering that I'm left-handed) to have besn there. But don't put
the gamee away quite yet; next year, Conrad is comingl And so, I haope te
Ged, are Bruce Linsey and Neleon Heintzman, Anybody wenna gat stomped at
"Enpire Builder?"})

NN NN NN NN,

Antouncing
CON=CON

T wish to herald the First Annual Con-Con, which I propose te set for
late June or sarly July, 1987. It will fall either the waekend before, or
the weekend after, the Fourth of July, amd will center around my howe,

The only reason for the indecision on the date is MadCon t87, If poa-
sible, I hope to set up ConCon in much & way that people interested in both
events can cone here, attend ConCon, then drive (with me) back sast to the
Rautingwall Fest, Becaouse I will not fly, I need mome company! In order
to mchieve this, I'm going to run oy own Con to get that companyl

ConCon will feature: (1) Room for four people in real beds, and up
to twenty otheras in aleeping bage on the floor (I have four slesping bags)t
{2} The intellsctual companionship of Ross and Ericj (3) The excellent cook-
ing of Jean {assisted by Conrad, but without her it would taste like shit);
{4) Plemty of non-alcohollo beverages (if you want beer, wine, or spirits,
you'll have to supply your owny sorry, as an alccholic, I can't really get
involved in the stuff); (5) Plenty of games (I own guite a few), including
Railway Rivals, Dip, Paranoia, Chemss, Cribbage, Empire Builder, Jutland,
Risk, Kingmaker, D-Day, 1830 and Cline 9 Dip. Ealao pinochle)s (6) A special
Saturday evening concert in my homej I will perform, for all interested
attendess, a recital of the songs of Schubert, Mozart, Pfitzner, Fortner,
Cole Porter and Donald Swann, with Ilana Mysior, piano, and William A,
daMalignon, viola (in the Mogart trio, 'Per questa bella mano'}, Special
features will be: The song "Wenn aus der tlefe,"” original composition by
Conrad von Metzke; "Uber mlle Zaubern Frihling," unfinished song by Schubert
completed by Conrad von Metzkey and encorss including "0ld Han River" and
"Rale Brittania,”

Further details to follow. Please plan to attendy I'd dearly love to
have youl (Note: Jean may have other ideas, and go off to visit a friend

in Phosnix. If this happens, you get my famous gourmet congoction: Filet
of Big Mac,)



37

DIPLOMACY TOURNAMENT RATINGS SYSTEM

I supposs it is appropriate, and it is certalnly about time, For
Yoara, we have had awards and honours hsstowsd on the top POSTAL Diplomaoy
players, publighers, gamssmasters, etc, But - what of the people who
do spectacularly wall IN PERSON? They get a [leeting recognition from
their defeatsd competitors, they go home, and they never hear another word.

In 1973, I attended DipCon in Chicago. In the Diplomacy tournament
that was held there, I achisved a Joint First Place with John Smythe of
Ohioj third place was won by Jeff Key of Texas. Eaoch of the three of us
received the accolades of our fellow tournamsnteers, and we all went home,
and guess what? We Aid hear another word,

John Koot, prealdent of Games Research, Ino. (the manufactursr at
the time of Diplommoy) had other things in mind for us than anonymity,
Bpecifioally, John sent each of us an engraved silver bowl (Paul Revere
sterliag)y Amythe and I got large ones, J4ff got a ssaller one. MNine vas
inseribed “Conrad von Hetske, Winner, Diplomacy Towrnament, Chicago, June
24, 1973." And thua, for thirteen years, I have had tangible proof (I
can see It at this very momeat, in my china cabinet in the living room)
that I achieved something, '

fince that time, recognition for in-peraon tournament winners has
besn sparse. BEvery year there ars several Consj after each ¢ns, the
winasra' names appear in the Diplomscy preass; and that's the end of it,
But now, at last, ount of the Weat rides a chempion of the Con=Winner,
with an innovative proposal dosigned to give the in«person player his/her
due, This great knight is Bir Del, known in the trade as Don Del Grande,
and here's his ildeat

He will, hencsforward, print a aubsine known ao MEETING OF NIKDS,

In it, Dom will print his nawly~-dsveloped North American Tourbament Ratings
for playsrs who achisve something at the various oonventions (DipCon, Mad-
Con, Originm, PeeriCon, BesthovenOon, ConCon, eto.), By these memnz, the
in=psrson playsr will {Iinnlly) achisve his/her just recognition, there
belng no wore silver bowls to go round,

For details, ocontaot Don, Your best bet ia to subscribe to his very
witty and sparkling LIFE OF MONTY (to whioh MEETING 0F MINDS will be
appended), 500 per copy {alightly higher if content exceesiva) from th2
RBlimeo Dr., Gresnbrae, CA 94904-1339,

DEAR RO3S

A vhile ago, I adaptsd an idea submitted by walt Buchanan to ask
for advice ia explaining the nature of Diphomacy to my son Rosa, age 7.
I stated that I was interested in the sub-~gurfasce essstice of the game,
2ot the mechanical rules (whioh he can read as well as I can).
Three people have offered assistance, and their gorrespondence followa.

Robert The gase of Diplomacy is not filied with warlongers, Lell-bent on

rveler vorld destruetion. It ia f1lled with strateglats who move bloocks
around a board. No one has ever been injured in a game of Diplo-

Ra0y, nor have their attitudes on war ¢hamged. Actually, most of the players

underatand wvar better; waybte they realize the atupidity involved in an

actual war,

The other, and bigger, problem phase would be the lying involvad in
the gemes We were taught that lylng s & terrible thing; our parents,
tenchers, and religious leaders pushed this at us until wa undarete~a
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But - can you? How can we explain to you that lying 1s okay, somstimes,
but most of the time it's a sin? That's just not conaslstent.

if you omn meparate & game froam reality, there's your ansver, If no%,
atart only with the rules, and let the rest come in time. W¥hen you ¢an
figure it out, then you're 0ld enough to understand and comprehend,

And when you do understand why players play the way they do, write me
& latter and explain it to ma.

Steve tDiplosacyt is a gams of aggression, as most games are, and as
Cartier ©most reml wars are 'ganea' between countries which sometimes geot

out of hand, The game is played much like "King of the Hill,"
with a lot of little hills inatead of ons big one. Just am in "King ef
the Hill,"” you ocan help your friends if you want to, and they can hslp you
if they want to.

AIl of us who play "Diplomaoy" are cne great group of friends soat-
tered all over the world. However, jJust as when you and your frisnds get
togsther and play a game, we pometimen forget we're frisndas and do msan
things to each other, Thankfully, most of us recover from the meannsss
and coms back to play another game,

There are also a very few of us (like your Uncle Rod Walker, and
sometimes your dad) who just can't act 'mean' enough to their frieads,
and they don't play in any games for a long, long time. There are goms
real countries, like Switserland, that do the same thing, They keep in
touch with their friends, but even with ware all around thea, they don*t
get into any of the "ganes,“

If you actually play in a game yourself, you will have to write a
lot of letters to all of the other players, and spsnd a lot of time trying
to see everything as if you wers looking at it through their eyew, and
undsratand hoy they fael =ll the time. It can get very difficult, Most

psople never sven try to play this game becmuse it takes toe much tiwe.
Very truly yours, Steve,

((Aotually, let's stop here. I have a suapioion thers will bs more
for this colusn next time; let's allowy for that, and make next issus a
cohtinuation,))
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PRAVEL TIPS FOR YOUR FAMILY

Etill haven't deoided where to go on holiday this year? Nelson Helnta-
man supplies a brochure which may interest youy siick-printed and with soms
stunning photos, it goes along thess lines:

#¥ou can enjoy the changing asssous evary day of the year. Fall ia
particularly lovely, with §000 trees coniribwting to the colors. In apriag,
wild pheasants and mallards nest here, sach hen hatching up to a dosen
chicks. Evary March ohipmunks mnd squirrels emerge by the thouaands to
rehew their numbars.

"When you visit bring along & camers, since many of ths small animals
hers are quite tame., I1I you have binooulars too, bring them and see how
many kinds of birda you can epot. 5o far, visitora have identified 157
apecien..maybe you will find the 158th,n

It gosm ont like this, mnd 1 was all met te hop on the 'phone and maks
repssrvations for the whole fawily. Whkat atopped ae was the realiszation
that...wall, or.,..Jot's Joat say the hotela in the area ars a 1itile off-
heat as far as oheck-out is concernsd. Thia t{revel brochurs is for Forest
Lawn Cemptary and Mausoleum in Buffalo, N.Y¥. ~ vacations gmong the daar
departed, You snuff 'em, we stuff ‘es, end then ve plant a tree and invite
the toupriatal

. FPorest lawn Wast (in Log Angeles) has long been famous for this kind
of thing, In L.A.'s case, the specialty is sculpture; garish statues all
over everywhere, some of them inczredidiy asinine in their dlatant excess,
snd po a few grieving widows knesl with their rosaries in atteapted pesos,
twslve thousand lesping tourists anap their shutteras to record ‘atmosphers,!
Buffale seenz wors ssomitive - the place appareutly rexlly is gorgeous -
but somehow I do aot think of myself as touring cemeteries to watch the
chipmunks *renev thelr vusbers.'

Howaver, there is historiocal valus in visiting the graveaites of the
famous desd, and Forest Lawn in Buffalo has a few of those, President
Nillard Fillmore is thers, as ars ssvaral prominent Gemerals of the Civil
and Spanish Amerioan ¥ars, and the man who Iiret set foot on the Horth
Polet No, not Adm, Peary, but the unfortunatsly little<known Frederick
A. Gook, vho first set foot on 'the top of the werld: en April 21, 1908,
He returned from that axpedition to slander, ridiculs and insult, and
died 32 years later smbittered and forgotten, Yat thoae who know the
Ar¢tic (one good example im the wonderful writer and naturalist Farley
Mowat) know Dr. Oook's work, and revers him,

I'm mot much for the werld of mortal remains. I'd be much heppier
beconing topsoil for someons's petunia garden, than being cemented over
and cyownsd with a statue. But the reality ia that the dead will be
honsread, and wiat bettsr way that in what vergea on a nature presarve in
the heart of an Eastern metropolis? Sooty factories? Crumbling hrown-
atone? Ah, but just a few blocka away la thig park, vhers the tress ste
in bloom and the ¢hipmunks cavort.

If itts true that "in demth there is 1ife," this ia the way to do it}

L0 FP7077707277707772772070777777707777

THE RUNESTONE POLL FORUM begius next issue, Contributions are already to
hand from Bruce Linsey, Jim Burgess, and Mark Largelare, and of course I
have my own idsas to throw out. I hops you'll toss in your own views.
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ONCE UPON A DEADL:NE

Just recently, Bruce Linmey has produced a mssaive publication with
the above title, 204 pages sll told in three parta. He has alsc put out
the Runestons Psll results under the title THE CREAM SHALL RISE, Perhaps,
Just for m ®moment, we ought to conmider reveraming the titlesj not that it
would make mny gense, but it would clearly indicate the quality of the huge
explonion that is now titled ONCE UPON A DEADLINE. It is, without batting
an ays, ao ingtant classio,

Ostensibly, it is "a handbook for Diplomscy publishers and gamesmasters,"
That is trus, It is simultanecusly hogwash., In reality it is for everyone
vwhose interest in this hobby is the elightest whit greater than ¢asual, To
resort to a line that sounds a bit ponderous, but is very truer A Diplomacy

household, without thim handbosok, is an ty h h |
Rather looasly,; the whole I“ ﬁfvrdeanfhzo :::. r E&ignigg;otionnt

'Gamepnastering' and 'Publishing.' Within emch section one ecan find article
after article, drawc from an incredidle varisty of sources, by wirtuslly
every writer in the history of the hobby, Some of the articles don't really
dsnerve that title; they're juat a paragraph or three tomching ¢n some
salient point that has ocourred to Bruce as he put this glant together,
Othsre are Many pages long, and invarieably impressive, As a guick example,
the first ites in the 'Gamesmanter’ booklest is a very long and detailed
articls by Doug Beyerlein om the methodology of adjudicating gamesy it is

a0 comprshensive, and so specific, that one oannot jmagine anything more
needing to be mald. And who better to write it? Doug is, without the
slightest doubt, the finest and most precise ganmesmaster this hobby has ever
sasn, If he dosan't know it, it doesn't exist. Bruce has wade the definmitive
sslection for hims book, mnd the same holds trwe throughout; for article after
articles, Bruce makes you wonder vhat could poesibly come next, and yet he
always finds aopathing that makes you think, "Well, of gourse!, why didn't

I think of that!" -

The world is full of bargains, acse of which really arentt, This one
really ias., It coats three dollars, and twice that would have been cheap,
Suoh hobhy service publications are ineligible for sush awards as those of
the Runestone Poll, but I predict that scasone, somewhere, will gquickly invent
a 'special ayard! for Bruce for this bit of works It evidences love, comait-
mnent, and hours of joyoun reading. We'vs coms to expsot these qualities of
Bruce, but gomshow; even with his overshelming repvtation, he has surprised
ne all with the sagnitude of this #ffort,

Send Bruce Linsey $3 at 73 Ashwelot, #3, Dalton, MA 01226, Do it now,

It would probably be worthwhile indulging in a detalled review of the
contents, but unfortunately I haven't the time to read the sntire package
before this isaue has to go out, Next issue I'll go into more depth, Yor
nov, let's Just say that virtually every significant writer in ths history
of the hobby is wall reprasented, ranging from older reprintas to originmal
("first-tiné-in-print") iteas coemimsionsd specifiocally for this publiocation.
The sections on house rules are of special note, iz that they includs some
of the Forum waterial that has been appearing in COSTA (even soms of the
items I'm printing this issvue are therse), plus a fascinating and provocative
interchangs between Bruce and Panl Gardner. There's an artiole by me on
press, a trillion items from Merk Berch, John Leader's famous annihilation
of Mick Bullock on the subject of mimndbys...and on, and on, and on, and...
go far 1've read about 1/3 of the total, and sy interest hasn’t waned onosi
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THE MUZIC GOES ROUND _AND ROUND....

Our staff photographic genius, Doug Brown, is off on holiday, so we
have Do cover photo of some o0ld dead musical fogey with whioch to grace
this issue. Fear not, the rotting corpses will bs back next time, but
for mow I'm inclined to go off in a different direction and sanple my own
collsction of records, I'm golng to go pull a few favorite items off the
shelf and comment briefly on them; emphasing will be op the leas-known bits
{Lord knows I have enough of those!), mnd the focus will be on the music,
not ths specific recording (since the vast majority of my collection ia
older and no loagsr avallable).

Ernst von Dohminyl - Comcerto #2 im b minor

At the turn of thia century, thres Hungarians came to prominsncs and
slesotrified the msusiocal world with their gifta and their promise. It was
a psriod when the Hungarian national conscieusnesa was taking firm root,
and these thre¢ musioians ware 2esn as the artistio expression of that
groving movement., In two of the cames, the promise was fulfilled; Zoltan
Kodaly and Bela Barték became two of the glants of twentieth-century musio,
al) the while remaining trus to their Bungarian roots. The third went off
in & dirferent direction, and jis viewed today as something of a traitor to
Hungary. ErnS Dohninyi moved into the Austrian musical mainstrsam, Garman-
ized his name, becams an international conecert planist, and composed a
hoat of well-received works in a neo-Romantie, thoroughly German vein,
Eventually he came to the United States, finished his career in Florida,
and has retained a certain popularity for his pianc compositions sinoe
his death in 1960. Net a great composer, he was Deverthelsss a good one,
and his better efforts will probably always hold a place in the second
ranks of their period. His best kmown pilece is 'Variations on a Nursery
Tune' (based on 'Twinkle Twinkle Little Btar'), which is not only fine
music, but a hell of & lot of fun, .

The Heoond Goncerto is & great deal more serious; it has qualities
reniniscent of Rachmaninoff, and several nods back to Brahms, Unlike
the imitially-mors-plessing Firat Coneerto, this one never descands to
the turgid or the slightly confused, and at no point does 1t ever fall
into bombast despite continucus auggeations that it is about to, The
¢urious second movesent lacks depth but makes up for it with gentleness
and delicacyj the Finale ssema all along to be golng modevhere explosive
but, in a fit of whissey, dossn't. One impression that lingers from this
and all Dohuényi's work is that of Hollywood; he might have done well writing
quality fila scores, The drasa, and the sense of tining, are there; all
that lacks is the atility to arrange moods to order. In a film, you Must
g0 whers the soript leade you; in Dohnényi, wheam he wants to go off on
his own unprogrammed tangent, he just goes. This 1s trus stream of cons-
ciousness writing, exoept that sooner or latar the puszle is always fittsd
together, the logic always becomss clsar.

To my knowledge, the only recording of the Second Concprto ever made
vas done ia the mid-fiftles, with the compomer playing and Sir Adrian Boult
conduoting. On Angel. It's vorth m searchy it may well be available even
How in some historical series or other, It certainly should be,

Franz Jonef Haydn -~ Symphony #67 in F

When You write 108 syaphonies, and happen to be one of the greatest
musicians in the hinta;g of ousic, you are not really in the reala of
the obacure, Still, 108 is an awful lot, and .no matter how popular- you
become, aoMething is goiag to fall through the craske in that long list,
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Though many conductors have grown quite fond of this ourious and
atypioal g?th, it has neaver really caught on, and probably never will,
It is too gentls, too quiet, too wistlul and toc strange in ita monorities;
the truth §s that it doessn't sound like Haydn, His typical driving string
themes are here replaced by softer, songlike lines; putting the first
movement into a dancing 6/8 motre guarentees this right at the outset.
Later, an indication to the violina to play *‘with the wood of the bow!'
(on muted atrings, no leasi) provides the sscond movement with a wispy,
dintant quality found nowhere elae in the Haydn sysphonles. The minuet
is the Most norwal movement, but even it ia reduced in its ebullience.
And with the Finale, which Raydn has gast in thres-part song form (the
second of the three being in slow tempo), the whole is rounded out to
a warm, peaceful unity. The thing is full of surprises - in that it ias
typloal Haydn « but they ars not of the sort that jump out at you, they
don't raise oysbrows or quicken heartbeata; they just bring smiles and
thoughte of, "des, that's very nice.”

No, 1t doesn't sound 1ike Haydn. But serious students of him work
will know that only he could have dons this. 3¢ I guess I was wrong after

ally precisely for being mo atypleal, it 1is completely typical,
Ch well, That's Haydn for you.

Douglas Lilburn - Concert Overture, 'Aotearoa’

A student of Ralph Vaughan Williams, Douglas Lilburm (born 1915) is
the pre-emirent serions mysician in a corner of the world that we tend to
forget about: Nev Zealand, The tendency im to amsume, I think, that
whatever munical life exists 'Down Under' is whataver is imported from
England or the 'States. To some sxtent this is true, at least as far
as achieving international recognition ia ooncerned. But Mr. Lilburn's
striking, atmospheric piece proves that there's a resl pusical life of
purely lecal origin very much alive oh those abscure islands.

1Aotaaroa' is a Maori word weaning, 'Land of the Long ¥Whits Cloud,'
Mr, Lilburn ig, of ceurse, .ainting a tone portrait of his howeland, and
Just as New Zealand is known as a place of stark contrasts, so is the
overture a tour=de-force of ever=changing sonorities. It is incredible
to hear just one one man’s ear can oonceive of, and wvhat his wind ean then
put into an orderly, ever-growing suc¢cession of images, Though Mr, Lilburn
has delved into electronmic susical experimentation, in this 1940 compo-
sition he stays well within tonal bounde and normal instrumentation,

I tind mynelf at a lose to deeoribe this musle, I'm afraid; soms
things cannot be transferred into words, The oover photo on my racording
shows snow-capped peaks riaing above a wist over m orystal lake. There
in no geyser mhown, mor a Mmori artifset, mor a fjord...well then, not
only are words inadequate, so are plotures, B8hall we just listen?
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THE MAILBOX STILL FILLETE

Bruoe I hate to say I told ya sc, dut check out EXCELSICR 12, p.16,

Molntyre last paragraph; penuliimats sentence, I told ya sol l(ln
the oited refsrence, Bruce predicted COSTA would finish #

in the Ruunestone Poll,)) (Alwe of note in that issue is your name sandwiched

batwean MoGonigle snd Nilewski - mot betwesn Touchette and Wagner - despite

the fmot that a computer d4id the alphabetical sort, If my cbaclete ¢an

do thias, surely any cowputer wvorth its salt ought to be able tol It sakes

a man wondsr vhether s computer programmsr would look in the lagt voluae

of Grove's for information on Beethovenses.) '

Conrad, I have u confession to make, a hell of a confession for one
wvith as fragile an ego as have I, The news that COSTA had finished firat
overjoyed me., It made me happier to hear that you'd won the poll than to
hear that my readers had miraculowasly held onto fifth place for XL. In fact,
when Brux told me over the 'phone, I almost didntt hear where XL had finished,
becauses T was looking for something to throw in celebration.

Isnt't it interssting how it's becoming fashionable for publishers to
be modest vhen anticipating their sine's standings ia the poll? You thought
you'd be beatsn by ter or so, I thought I'd be beaten by at lesst fifteen.
¥e both sald eo in print, and we both belleved it (at least I know I did).

I don't know about you, but right now I'm trylng to figure out what the
hall It've done right over the past twelve months. It's much sasisr to list
all that's besn wrong,

I have only the top ten as I write, but even with that the results can
bs commentsd upon, I've always thought that sines could ba placed on soms
kind of 1line, extending from a gams-reports-only sine (on, let's say, the
left) to a creative-writing type of effort with fewer Dip games (on the
right). Not that all zines fit into one or the other, just that yow oan
sort of place a zine somsvwhere betwesn thess two extremes, Looked at this
way, the poll results showv a massive shift to the right. Last year we had
BLEEP{.ES8 ENIGETS and THE DIPLOMAT in the top ten, two excellent zines that
ooiicentrate on gamen, This year all of the top ten are zines that have
featured many things other than game reporte.

It's a rare zine that can put together great articles and letters with
interesting (to the onleookers as well as the players) game reporta, COSTA,
DOLCHSTOSS and EURCPA EXPRESE are threa that spring to mind immedintely.
EKight be interssting to do a statistiocal study of the correlation between
sine ranks in the Runestone and their editors! ranks in the@M poll. I
think it's slowly changing, espeoially when you coneider the type of gins
that was common (se I'm told) 20 years ago, or 15 or 10, with the best of
tﬂhj‘t

((Let me break in and discuss the preceding, then we'll get on with
Bruce's letters I diatinctly remember that when Bruce ¢elled, I asked
(all inpocence and everything), 'what did I do, make Top Ten?' potually,
Bruce had called the night bsfors -~ a0 had Nelson Helntzman - and bhad
laft mepsages that said simply, "Congratulations,' S50 I knew somethi
specisl had happened. But even then, I was atil) thinking Top Five or
Ten, because I already knev that MAGUE or EUROPA EXPRESS had woDeeas

{(In looking back over my predictions and self-deprecations, 1 think
yorhaps I overdid it a bit, I like COSTA, and enough people have besn
telling me that they like i+ mo that I knew it would do well, But I hed
no serious thoughte that it »-1ld do that well,...

((I'm not so sure the matter of publishers' modesty im a question of
fashicn, Egpecially in the case of readers' eines, I've found that quite
& few of the better publishers ars basically insecure people who are much
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more comfortable expressing thesselves in print than they ever would be in
person, Aoccordingly, they worry ~ usually excessively - that what they write
will achieve acceptance. VWhen such psople resd othsr sines, never mind that
the other editor is going through the asse personal pangs, the fear factor

is missing,

‘((Let me toms out a streng, but I think signifioant, sxample. I happen
to think Steve & Daf Langley's EAGUE is truly wonderful. Recently, Daf had
a Wassive bout with a brain tuwour, and Steve wrote quite & bit about it
in the magagine, including some very perscnal and private feelings that
let us readers look, for a few motsienta, into his soul. Now, that's a
protty overvhelming thing Steve was able to doj I'd guess he did it becanse,
well, firat of all he had to sny sowethisg = you don't just let that mort
ef thing zlp by unnoticed -~ but, more to the point, becaune he had jJust
experienced momething massive and shattering, and he ngeded to share, The
MAGUS readership im a bunch of friends, With frisnds, one shares. Aad in
doing 1t this way, cne has the opportunity to dump a load on them, apd let
them abmord privately, and come back to yom in whatever way ia most com-
fortable for them, In asserting your private right to release, you've
preservad their private right to assimilate, No threat, no risk of re=
Jection, and ~ bast of all - no fear ef saying the wrong thing, becauae
you've left yoursel? the option of going baok with white-out, No one,
from Qod on down, has yat invented verbal vhite-out,

({Now don't take this as Conrad speaking for Steve, because I really
haven't the slightest idea what he was feeling, or whethey he's an ingecurs
person, or anything else. Perhaps I should have used ay own éxample. If
I walk up to somebody and apnounce, "I'sm an aleoholic," some of them are
going to look a little 111 and inch carefully away. I've Just confessed|
they aren't prepared to handle mcmething like that; I aight be diseasedy
I wight be dangerous. And in any oase, they haven't thought about it yat,
and haven't the slightest idea what to aay! But 1f I do it in print, then
in the first place nobody perceives auy danger ~ I'm driving in San Diego,
there's o way I can run over your kids ia Baltimore or Dallas or Huntington -
and 4n the second place you have private time to react; I've glven you your
own recourse to white-out,

((these two exawples are big ones, but the same holds true for almost
anything. In writing thess pages, I am revealing mysslf; oy iuterests, my
opinions, my fears, oy mere ability with and choioce of words. But whem
it comes time to vote in the Bunestone Poll, people simply do not cast
votes based on ay intereste and fears, do they? Of course hot. Thoss are
mins, HNobody is going to vote for me because I expressed my alooholism,
and nobody is going to vote for Bteve becauss hs cared about Daf,

({(Well, the truth is, I voted for Steve becauss he cared, but vhat
I based 1t on was the eloguence of hie vords, the intensity with which he
grasped my attention, the skill with which he narrated his horror, What
Steve May or may not see, and what wmost writers of our types often forget,
is that we write sverything thims ways if we have a way with words, it comes
through whether we're talking tumours or drunks or ths antics of our sons
or the Bere fact that we just ram out of potato chips,

((What we see, and your letter proves it, is the screw-ups. Oopa,
nisspslled a word here. Oops, made an adjudlcation error thsre. Doubls
oops, the printer had a backlog and I was three days late in mailing, Oh
God, the silly thing has totally gons to the dogs, I only got ten pages
of letters this time, the cover photo wss blurisd, Bruce Lineey dosan't
1iks =& {or COBTA) because he thinka we should muke Khaddafy, and besides
in 1967 I orphaned s game and in 1931 I kicked =y dog.
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({Publishers alyays note thelr errorsj readers rarely daoa, I have a
peractial bugaboo3 I often white-out a typlog error, then keep on typing
wvhile it drien, and forget to go back to type the fix-it. Bo COSTA ia
soattered with blank spaces, I hate that, But hap anyone else noticed?
Probably net, Thay are reading EE;-3#9.33? letters that appear in pripty
I'n focusing on the 9 that don't,

{(In my living room, I've pantlled one wall., I did it mymelf., And {n
the top moulding is one huge gouge, caused when the knife alipped. It looks
awfui, That 1s, it looks awful T0 ME; nobody elee oan even ges it, and I*'ve
aven pointed it out and vas met with blank stares. The point is that I
mads a mwistpke, and it bothers me, and I dwell on it. Fow, 1f my error
Bad besn manaive - left the moulding off altogether, or painted it purple -
then people will notice, 4And if I publish two wesks late every single isasus,
you're Jdamned right people will notice, and they'll be upast, Vhat they
will not motice, much leas care about, is imperfszt normaley, I tried it
once« My publisher was in fact basklogged, and the zine was two days late.
Instead of my usual ocugtom of apologising, I didn't say a word,

{(%obady noticedl!!

((When it comes time to appraizse the Diplomacy press every year,
your readers « and mine ~ are going to remsmber that they loved to read
vhat we'd vritten. They'rs going to recall that, each tims an lssue arrived,
they ripped it open aad drove with one hand while reading it, They are
not going to care abeut the time they had to squint decause the printer
was weak, or that mysterious word COBTA UANA. They wil)l resesber the fum
and the verve and the time Steve ocared about his wife.

({(Maybe it 1s mome kind of sin to be perennially self-sffacing.

({Concerning the Zine Poll va, the GN Poll, take a look at Mark
Larselsre this year. Gecond in GM, 59th in Zine. Does that prove your
point, or does that preve your point?

E(Innlltly, I doa't see that the zines 20 years age were all that muoh
differsat. We were mors llamited by format - photocopy was mors expensive,
80 we situok to ditto and mimeo « and, becauae the rulebook had problems,
thers tended te be a 10t of rulebook disoussioné. Beyond that, things
wvers generally the same. Bome sines ran guaes on two pages, others ran
chat on twenty. Oome old-timers tend to think of the era oa. 1965-72 or
50 as the 'Golden Age.' No. No more so than today is. The only big
difference iz that we tend to have fever messy folds these days, maybe
becatia® we have 80 Bany ways of averting thea.))

Bruoe Is what ] 40 in Point Roberts (mailing wy sine to all Ameriocan
Holntyre subbers, aleng with any letters I happen to bring along) 1llegal
by Americen postal regulations? I have no sympathy with anyone

who tells me it's againgt Canadian laws, because you'rs taking money away
from Canada Post, ets, (I ssmsure thew that vhen Canmda Post oleans up its
aot, oovpistency-wive, I will stop going to Point Roberts,) I paid 53 cents
Cangdian to mail XL to the U.3., and paid 39 cents American (53.6 cents
Can,} to aail them from Point Roberts. Howaver, I do not pay taxes that
vould be used to keep the USPS from losing money, and thus I am getting
somsthing for nothing, arnd thus there is probably a law against it ascme-
where. At least that's my logic.

Mot that I'm geing to change the arrangement if there iz a law against
ft; I'd just 1ike to hnow, —

Is there a ZIP directory for the new nine-digit codes? Would it be
worth the troubls of finding the® owt for my American subbers? Speaking of
Z1Ps, have you ever nmoticed that typlng a Canadian postal oode raguires &

&
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¥irtuoso-like sbility in manipulation of the shift key? Just like typing
F 8¢tP-GoB in a gams report. Up and down, up and down, up and down....

{(No. I hadn't noticed the up-and-down problem in game reports. What
I type for ‘the order cited is "f atp-bot." Dous Beyerlein, long ago, noted
that as a two-fingsr typiat I had invented = in self-defeuws - a notatlon
system that used strictly lower-cass, thus aveiding the up-and-down problsm.
What Doug never mentions is that I did indeed invent the aystem, but I've
naver used it, I atill have to shift fort (4) the brackets around the
abbreviations (h), (s} and (c}g (2} the abbrevigtion for a sscond country
in any two-power order ("a par (m) GER ruhebur®); and (3) the underscoring
below any failed order, In fact, ths latter has been ths source of most of
my GMing errcoras; I type through the order ssries, sticking as much as pos-
sible to lower case, then I go back and underscors whers needed, Bometinmes
I forget to go back, _

({As to Canadian postal codes, depends oa your typer. Some have the
puserals as uppsr~cass, wvhioh averts this shifting. Ny computer terminal
is this way, and if only I had a printer it would save me & lot of ghifting.
As it ins, yes, of course 1've noticed, 1 have ten Canadian subbers and have
to pop the fucking carriage upatairs all the time, I have sleven British
victins a® well, and they pose the sane problem, albeit in different pat-
terne,

{{I etrongly endorse your use of 9=digit ZIP ocodes ("ZIP + %) for all
your 0,8, pwople, But it's no bother for you; just punch out a printount
of your list and 1°'11 encode it for you, There ars bogks, but they are
bassive| California alone takes four volumes, each the size of a big-city
*phone directory. The entire nation is in thirtye-six volumes, At #ight
bucks a book, do it the easy way| ume met

((There is nothing whatsoever illegal about your Point Roberts system.
For one thing, the USPS doesn't draw on tax revetues any more except in a
few cases ('sducational' categories), For another, we have no limitation
oh the use of our postsl services by visiting foreigners, any mors than any
other gountry dies} those who tell you it's 1llegal in Canada are spouting
trips. What, in the last analysis, is the aifference between you mailing
71fty coples of XL in Washington, and the Japanese visitor mailing fifty
postal cards to Osaka from Disneylaud? For my part, I have long been tempt-
#d to post COSTA from Mexico, because the rates are so much lower; what
costs me 730 here would run a mere 34¢ there. The problem is that it would
sxtend the transit time by at least two weeks, Alaso, my best time to run
dewn to Tijuana would be on my 12-1 lunch hour, and unfortunately the Mexicamn
post office closes from 12-3 for miesta, Oh well, One of theme days, mainly
for the fun of having the first-ever 'Mexican' Dipsine, I going to do it.
When 1 4o, 1'1]1 run off the game reportea and send them to players se retaly.
That dome, I'l1 be free to lat the things go as 2lowly as necessary,))

Melinda Your mentioning about Rese and his grandfather reminded me of

Holley Al occurrenice about tem years age. My younger sister and I were
repearching our fmmily tres. We had the occasion to visit the

cemetery where our mater al great-grandparents and great-great-grandparents

were buried, This ls a rural cemstery just scuth of Athena, Ohioc, Part

of the cemetery is still used for buriale, '

The cemetery lles on a hillafde, About half-way down, the ground slopes
into a depremsion, then completes the hill. Along on thia Journey was my
mothar, who had wague rsocllesilicns of vieiting there as a childy my older
pister; her three daughters; my younger sister; and I,

My mom end older aimier siayed close ts the car. ¥y cldest nisoe {mge
13} stretohed out on the hood of the ear to work on her tan. My middls niece
{age 11) came with oy younger eister and we. The youngest niece (age 10)
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wvandered off on her owne

Aftter about twenty minutes, we heard a plercing scream. We looked to
set my youngest niece running im a blind panic for the car, She waa soream-
ing, "Run! Runl They'rs ¢ upl®

Naturally we wers pussled (as well as trying to oslm the kid,..her
oldent sister suggested slupping her but this waa ignored) until we saw
a man standing in a half-dug grave. He wasn't looking too wall either!

It turned out my youngest nisce hadn't been watching where she was
going (as uvaual) and stumbled in the depression halfway down the hill
whers this san was digging a grave. Ths 10-year-old immediataly assumed
the dend were ryising and she'd better leava, We didn't get her out of the
oar until we returned home.

Now you have to underatand, this same child was convinced (until she
vas #ix years old) that we could returh her to ths hospital for a refund
if she ¢rossed us., Bhe ocompleted toilet tralming in record time bacause
we £01d Lex there waa a ghost living in the bathroom clomet.

I'n sure Rons Sa more intelligent, but you might want to make sure
there are no graves heiug dug the day he visits hin grandfather.

((Mo prodlem with fresh graves being dugj around here they do it with
sarth-soving squipment, and they rops off the aresa so hobeody will walk inte
a post-hole~digger and begome & now addition te¢ the clientele....

{(Tou'a perhaps be astonishel at how sensitive children can be teo
iesues of death. T think maybe it has something to de with the extent te
which they've witnessed it, Erio is very preccoupied with the smbjeot just
new, partly besauss his Zrapdparents keep mentioning that they won't be
around forever, and partly becauas Eric has never known anyens who has died,
Ross has a littls better handle o3 it, partly because he's older and partly
begause he did learn abeut it onoe = the grandfather of one of his best
frieads, who 1ives just across the ntreest, dled abomt 3 years age. I waa
the one who found the body, and the first person I had to tell waz Roma,

It was not & Sassive trauma, but it did bring hose that (a) people are
saddensd by death, and {b) death mpans that somebody you know will never
be around again,

({1 bave no idea whether your nieos is intelligent or not, ¥elindm.
But for my part, vhen I was ten, I guarantes that if J'd fallenm into a
grave and found a man standing there, I'd have had an inetant coronary.

At least your niece had the pressnce of mind to soream and run,))

Nelson Congratulations rgain on your Runestone Poll standing. I've
Heintsman groatly erjoyed subbing to your zine, and it appears that a
fair pumber of other pesople feel the aams way,

Your comments about viaiting the cemetery and the Polar Explorers
stamps brought to mind a related sxperisunce of mine, In the City of Buf~
falo the big cematery is, of course, Foreat Lawn, {(See P, 39.)) within
its confines ile such notables as Millard Fillmore, William Pargo (Vells
Fargo), Red Jacket and Ely Parker {chisftains ot the Seneca people of the
Iroquoin Confederacy - the former, a great 1Bth- and 19th-gentury orater,
the latter, General Grant's military secretary and later s Brigadier General
snd U.8. Commimaioner of Indians Affaips 1869-71), and, last but not least,
Frederiok Albert GCook, who laid controversial claim to the discovery of the
Nerth Pole prior to Peary. Nov how come HE isn't repressented on those
beaytiful stamps, hawa? ({For the same reason we stjill talk of the Battle
of Punker Hill fnstead of, properly, Breed's Hill, It would cost a ruddy
fortune to change sll the history books,))

N
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The related experlence hae to do with enquiring at the office in order
to locate a grave alte. I hope you have better luck with your enquiry than
I did with wine onces I had it on good autherity that a certain Buffalo
abolitionist of ths antebellum period, George Washington Jonson, was burlesd
in Forest Lavn, I wao interested in locating his marker and a0, several
years ago, inguired at the cemetery office. They checked their computer:
No dice. However, aubasquent research reaulted in an affirmation from yet
snother source that, indeed, said Jonson did 0 reside in said location.
Hasnos a year later I tried again at the csmetery office. Once again, soma-
ons dutifully coneulted with thelir computer: Sorry, no suoh listing. Thia
time, however, I was more persistent. I quoted my sources referring to the
whereabouts of Jonson's remains., A helpful olerk checked with a large metal
index file from which the computer informmtion had been transferred at some
remate date, Again, same rssults, no such listing, Ready to turn and fles
in failure, I atood may ground and expresssd amazement that a ourrent univ.
arsity professor es well as a county historism twenty yemrs in the past
could both be wrong in their fmotm, Patlently, the olsrk indicated that
she had one more place to logk, In a few minutes, she cams haok carrying
a huge musty old ledger = the very 13thecentury ledger used to record the
buriala at the time of their ooccurrence., I Ea¥e her Jonson's death date and
she opensd up the ledger and started searching, I watched her run her fine
ger down the column of nases, written with that peculiar quaintness which
19th century writing so often has {both in style and appearance). Suddenly
her finger stopped, and she whispered, “Ch my Gedl™® She had found his name
and location in the original ledger! Somehow, over the decades, his nane
bad not been tranesferred to the vertical mstal file, and of conrse would
not have been ia that file for transfer to the computer, vhensver that
happenad! The clerk was aortifisd ((Excellent symbolisml)), btut I breessily
assored her not to worry, since I was not a relative, just an interested
amateur historian, But, can you lmagine that, all these years and years,
loat in your own graveyardl Why, I feel )like T rescued him from limboi
And he's buried in a very pleasant plmce: Up a emall kmoll, overloockinmg
a nice pond which is shaded by tress and vimited by scorea of hirds who
mingle about in familial contentment, Pretty nice spot for eteriml rest.e..

PeS+ That last esrthquake hit San Diego, didn't it? You 0.K.?

((Yup, I'm fine. Two items tipped over in our china cabinetj no
breakege, no other problem, I was on Catalins at the time, and all we
say wae a bag or two of food, tied above the ground te avoid the pigs
swaying when thers wae no breere. Eric and sy mother - Eric was ntaying
with her for the night - were the only ones wvho really noticed it my
mom dragged Erio out of bad and made him stand in the doorframs until
th; shock subsided, But again, no damage, except a sleepy mnd grumpy
Eriec.

({As to the grave problem ~ astually, you Bay very well have paved
him from limbol There will obrviously come a day when that old ledger will
deteriorate, and if you hadn't inguired bYefore that happened, who knows?
My fathar had a similar problem with him birth certificate, which was not
transfarred from ons records center to another whsn Toledo yebullt ity
oity ball, Ever thereafter, he had to rely on his baptismal certifiomte,
wvhich bugged him no end since he was a confirmed atheist....))

Fred C. Have just returned from our %-day veekend in New York to attemd
Davis, Jr. tha Manem Convention, U= zaid ouy rsspscis Vo "The Lady¥ from

the sir-conditioned cosfort of the Hyatt Hotel, where a glant
TV screen had besh set wp in the Ballroom for our use, There was no point
in trying to get closer. Some peoyle vho went down to The Battery or
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Staten Island spent up to four hours trying to get home aftervards. I love
the Statue of Liberty, tov, but we'll pay our visit in a month or two when
the crowds dle down. Besidea, I've probably viaited the Status ef Liberty
about 20 times in my lifetime, the first time being at the age of thres.

On cable TV in Waghington: There ia 20 sable TV in the District of
Columbia. You should have caught this when Robsrto Dslla-Sala =aid his
hotel wam next to the Pentagot, The Peitagon is not in Washington, it's
in Arlington, Virginial Al)l of the Washington suburbs have had cable for
yearg, but not Washington iteslf, dus to political infighting. I'm con-
atantly amaged that many people do not realize that the District of Colum-
bia and the Waghington metro area are not one and the mame thing, but,
rather, a crapy-quilt of variocus political jurisdictions. Generally
sposking, emch County in Maryland and Virginia bas its own ocable TV aysten,
depending on which company did the mwost bribing of the most members of the
respective clty or county councils. ’ _

Jt.1a alse correot that meny ritsy hotels im both Washington and
Baltimors Oity have installed their own cable service. This also includes
some of the fanoler apartment bui)ldings. Where I live, in Baltimors County,
ve'ves had cable TV for about seven years, but ons mile away in Baltimore
City the cable ssrvice is just getting started. In both Baltimore and
Washington, the first company which wae awarded the Iranchise was unable
to do the job, and the bidding and awarding had to be dons all over again,
T™n bdoth omnes, the original franchise vas awarded on the basis of factors
not related to the technical ability of the winner to provide sarvices.

On poti=Ralnstream postal Diplomacy inventors: There is now a total
of five known inventors of postal Diplomacy, Number Four is the group
which played Mark Stegeman's World Diplomacy variant in tha Bosten area.
When they broke up, they continued playtesting the various versions of
World Riplomacy by mail. One of these players was Ken Pesl., Many of the
players, 1'm told, did not know there was an adjacent mainstream of postal
Dip for pome time, I believe it was Ken who made the connsction between
the two groupa, but I'd prefer you azk Ken for the specific details of how
this came about. ({He [tn....x) {(Aotually, I think Doug Brown was in om
it too. Rey Dougu-.)

Nuaber Five was racently dimcovered within Mensa, B80me Mensans in ths
Seattle ares were playing vhat we would call a 'local! game by mail. (I.e.
all of the players lived within the State of Washington.) A Mensa lady
nased Kate Robimon was printing the results of both a regular game and of
a variant called “Asian Dip." ip a zine called THE DIFLOMATIC RAG. GShe
say the listing of the Pomtal Diplomacy S.I.G. in the Mensa BULLETIN and
wrots to me to find out of other people were aleo playing the game by mail,
Needless to say, I quickly brought her into the mainstrsam and obtained a
oopy of Aslan Dip. for the Variant Bank., (It's a very well-designed map,
by the “I!)

For all we know, thers may be a group of postal players in Brasil,

The Fortugwese-languags pirate version of Diplomacy is eold in Brasil under
the name "1914,% It ik basically a translation of the 1961 G.R.I. rulebook,
except that Italy starts with F Rom, and N.Af is a supply centrs, Thus, 1t
is similar to the "Fleet Romwe" variant, but has been given its own oatalogue
number in the Variant Bank., A British player who was posted to Sao Paulo
discovered the gase through a BErapilian friend, All attempts to contaet the
°°I@tnr'wh1¢h Banufactures the game have fmiled, but, given the length of
time it's been on the market (12 to 15 years), the chances are that someons

say have figured out hpw to play it by mail by now. An
to Brasil and find out firgtehana?r - - " oove A%y volunteers to fly



50

On Robert Cheek: Perhaps thers are two Robert Cheeks in the hobby, 1like
we have two Ron Browns., The Robert Cheek I know bagan subscribing teo BUBH.
WACKER in May 1979, and has been playing in several varisnt games in wy
sine evar since., He recently vimited ws on a trip to the East Coast., He
told me st the time that BUSHWACKER wan the only zins he wes playing in,

Tois dcesn't rule out that he might have played in a regular game somevhere
elae in 1980, but I got the impression that he preferred to play only varienta
now. Why don't you Juet ssk Robert if he was the same persoh who was in a
1980 game with Bob Olsen? Since I recommendsd that he subscribe to COBTA,
you hiave his address, '

((To stiok with my usual pattern of last item first - no I dontt haye
his address, axcept as you kindl provided it., Howaver, I shan't e it -
if he'd wantsd a COSTA sub, he'd Lave sontsoted me aceordingly. My guess
is that thers is but ome Robert Cheek, and he read a copyr of CO3TA duriag
his travels - whether at your houss or slsewhers I don't know - and gomshow
got it in his head to send me a mysterious postal card. Insofar as I am
awars, hes does not know to this day that I printed his card.

z(On the mattsr of cable TV, I'll be perfectly honest; I d4id not Xnow
that the Pentagon was in Arliagten! Suoh, I gusss, is the pemalty of a
sheltered childhood; I guesa I spant too much time learming of the ssaning
of Life and the theories of Jod to worry about whers our military headquarters
was built, Oh well, now I know., 1'm not surprisasd, though, that a visitor
to your area, in town for a were few days, didn't have the same kunowsldge
of the governmental aystem im your area that you have or that I should have
bad, Thwa the cable TV error = to moat pesople, Washington is Washington,
sven 1if - by dictate of soms obscure City Council = it fen't Washington,

((Bome day, I have a susploion, ws will learn that the invention of
postal Diplomacy is not only not ubosual, 1t 1s fairly comwonplac¢e, KNot
to take away from Dr, Boardmen - whose ¢fforts in 1963 wers special -~ but
let's face it, seven people available for gawming, short of a convention or
club situation, is a bit hard to concoot very often. Lord kmows I always
had¢ trouble.... I'd bs very intersated im knowing, in addition, why the
two groupa you asention escaped the game-box flyer. Any ideas?

((Insofar as Brazil is concerned, I can understand that a pirate game
will obviously not include the flyer, but I wonder how likely postal activity
roally dis in suck a place? Let's face it, literacy in Brasil is limited,
The intellectual activity of wargaming must indeed be even more limited yet.
Thers cannot be mors than four cities - Rio, Sao Paulo, Bahia and Bramsilia -

where such things might logicelly ocour. S0 I suapecdt that a postal hobby
is ilprnhublt.??

John Now you've got me worried about you, you rascal. Rather than

Walker have you burn out, effort-wise or financially-wiae or both, I
would much prefer the COSTAGUANAs I first saw: The 1little

fellers of a ocauple years ago, Yes, yas, Yeo, your huge issuss are a

pleasure to receive and digest, But, iuat as sach gams is mersly a struc-

turs that encourages maintaining friendships rather than letting them lapse

through lack of reason to write, your zine is a kind of "mega-structure®

{if I may put a further twist on the Xing's Englieh (twist - Englieh -

get 1t?) ?((Ho....)}) that puta you at the center of all that inter-parsonal

commant aa bl an T mhank {nat ev-n'l"l: tha right ward fa nas in pafaranne to

RGN AR A L W AP AL EFALWE W W AW w im W m - -

you, 1 know), as the GH and pubber, you may not bs an active participant
in all the communication that goes on, but you are totally involved inm it.
Does that make you feel better? I hope sa.

Surs, you've withdrawn from active hobbyliag bvefore, and you may do
eo again, Please know that, whatever you do, you have my best wishes and
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{{yolokp, 1'd bettsr deal with this right now, and get back to the
letter later, Did I overatmts my concerna, or perhaps aver-imply traublee?
Trwas pot to ceuns concern, though belisve me I appreciate the thoughts -
and would have expected uo leas of you, sir. But I wasn't heralding a
Big Boom ~ I wam just preparing the ground for the inevitable, which is
{1f you will) a reduction in issue eize and a 'hold' on the expansion of
8y hobby involvesent., PFor some months now 1 have steadily broadensd my
hobby sotivity; it is important that my readers realize (a) that I have
reached mwy limit, snd (b) why. That way, when 1 stop broadening; nobedy
is going %o drop ms a note whioh reads, "Why have you stopped broadening?™
I've alveady answered thaty 1f I bromden say wore, I'll ga blocer!

({I can, snd will (and showld!}, unequivocally state this: Tou are
looking at the largest Limsue of COBTAQUANA in hiatory., You ars alseo looking
at the last of ths "big ones." With this issue, I have shot ny wad, I have
clemnsd up my backlog and have brought wyself to Ground Zero again - is
that enough cliohés for you? From here on - well, lot's make that '"froa
next time on® - 1'1l be confining wyseif to lasues of rational aize, and
if anybody says “But why is the isaus so smalli?,” 1'11 lsugh in their faoe!
For the futore, if any subsoribar wants another 'monster’ isaue, no probles,
I'11 bs honored to do one, 1I'11 type up to whatever level they seleat,

All T711 require is that the requestor (1) take care of the kids while I
type, and (2) pay for the damned thing.

((Nov. Whare wers we in your letter?....))

Az = pubber, I've bean surprised at the heady feeling I get by ersating
each issus (aven such a swall gien as TACT) and by the fesdback from each
isaue, However, similar to Matt Fleming's TBIY, I've kept it very small
becauns of the limits on wy time, money avd effort that I'm willing to
invest. Forgirve me for even sounding like I'm offaring advi ¢ to such an
old=timer but I realise that, for me and TACT, many of the revards that
:ak: the zien woythwhile wust tome from its oreation, not Irom the feed-

ABK »

Okay, I711 quit Barpiug on that and go on to harp on something elae
(practioing wy herping to I'1l be paady t0 play onel. I do like the stampa
on the cover, Ceol)age? No, I graduated in '70, Teepee-towing? Aargh!
Karging? But how long are your lines in inches, {(7 9/2)) Yes, the polar
oxploration atamps are nicel

Could you start another subzien - one for the R.Walkar - B, Hinton
debate? - and don't s2nd me a copy? - and I'a aorry my letter making fun
of Elmer's apelling of ‘thelr' comtrivuted iz any way to Rod's 'ghost
writer! crack.

Hey, sa where's TACT in your top 10 liast?

Patty ({John's vife)) enjoys the Roms and Eric Depts. ((She wight fust
enjoy the real thing even more. Be on the lcokout for a rather loud parcel.)})

({Oh, by the way - hi, Pattyl))

lack of vhite-omt? Why not get a coupnter? That way you donft have
to worry sbout not being able to screw - just worry about a sorew bsing too
isope, {(Pardon, your rejection slip ie whewing,)

"On the JobI" Sounda nasty,

99 oubbera? Would you consider running the gamens on monthly flyers
and aending the rest oaly to those actively interested? Sorry, I said
I'd quit that topie,

The eartoon on p.i6 wam a joy. Reck? Try Linda Renstsdt.

Could you plemse send me Suzanne's address (for my brother-in~law)?

(({ma, How to cowment on the pot-poursi letter? W¥ell, a few things
vant oomment, and a few don't. Quickly, 'com I got much wore to typlenss
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({The cartoon oo P46 is fiom & strip called 'Mother Goose snd Orica’
(the titls had %o be oropped to fit it 1n¥. Shortly after I snared this
cne, the strip was dropped Irom our lecml papar, Reason unkpown - but,
a public outcry bagan very qulckly with the result that after two weeks
1t wvas reinstated, I love itl Its only weakusss Is that waually the
graphics are so heavy that it won't cepy very well,

{(Linda Ronntadt - well, I don't wean to brag, but I did try her once,
That was in 1968, before much of aaybody had ever hesrd of her. We werse
introduced by a mutual friemd, a folkerook singer whom I'd hired for my
coffes houss. Nice ledy (Linda, I mean) (well, mctually, ec is the friend,
Mary McCaslin), but ws really had very little in oommon, though she is in
faot a supsrb wusiciam « far better than a lot of snoda give rock musiolans
oredit for, For one thing, she's one guitar-playsr wha dosan't nead %o
une chord chartas,

{(Walkar/Mlinton, sm you'll discover latsr, has this issue an its
last hurrah, and then we'rs dcne. And - boy, w.ll I ba selective about
that kind of thing im futurel

{{Actually, TACT was in =y top 10 list ~ 80 was TBFY, Well,,.naybs
I should call it a 'top 13 or so' list, since I ranked about that many
xyus equally, WNo,..actually, I ranked it a 9, I think, and I ecan cnly
u;y I wish I'd gotten the Lilliput Edition before I voeted, Walt until
87

((I have a computer. An obsolete Tal. 99A. Vhat I need is a word
proceaser, a monitor, a printer, and a Jdisc drive, Which reminds we....

HELP! ATTENTION READERS!)

LConrad is desperate for help, Can anyons tell me how I can computs
(= pre=plen) how auch of a program will rit for storage on a cassette
tape? Please tsll mel My atadp collestion needs youi

({I plan to get a decemt computer system in approx. 8 months, That's
when one of our CDs will maturs, and I'11l spin off sowe of the interest,
Right now, I'm uaing spare cash for a good bicycls, and for camping equlp-
I.ﬂt.

((Naturally I love the feedback to COSTA, but I agree with you that
joy of creation must predominate, or it ain't worth it, I grant that with
wore subsoribers comss mors fesdback (generally), but the faot is that you
wugt enjoy oranking the thing out = svenr if nobedy says a word - or you
wight an well hang 1t up. COSTA is, to me, an experiesnce in oreating
something fun, Not everyons will like everything, but almoat sveryons
will enjoy something, and in any event I certainly enjoy it all. The one
production job I hate is staplings the other one I used to hate was collat-
ing, whioh ism why I'm willing to subsidize the sxtra coat of thia photo-
reduction method, to avold spreading the pagee out on the table and then
valking round and round ons hundred times grasping page after page and
juggling them in order. Rod Walkar ussd to have a little jingle mbout
that: "Coliate; cellate, real great; collate, collates, can't walt,” To
the tune of a Golgate toothpasts song of the period (1962),

{(But just wait until I get my new ditto machinel))

1707200770070 rrrrrrirrr s il rrrr

ANSWERS TO LAST ISSUE'S BRITISH-AMERICAN QUIZ:

1. In Amarion, the expletive 'Uncla!’ ham nothing to do with family
relationshipas. It simply means, *Stopl Enought®
2+« In Britiah slang, 'On the job' means 'baving intercourse.’
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I have wanted to establish comtast with the British hobby for soms
time, Quite awhile back (some time last year, an a matter of fact), Cathy
Osog mentiozed something in her sine akin to our N.A. Zine Register for
Britain. 80 I sent Bteve Xnight some buocks to order it for me through the
sxchange service he participates in., From this 1 figured I would pick a
couple to try. I bave mever seen the dwwn thipng, The resson I mention
this to you is that I was spurred to sample the Britiash hobby by your
sine reviews, and sm going to sample a couple of the ones you recommend.

I haven't received anything yet, but I will let you know if I do. ({(Just
in eane you don't, I am seuding you two or three samples from my owan plle.
You'll prebably have them before this.)) If you are uterested, I can
al80 review thes. Perhaps your readsrship might be interestad in someone
slse's viewpoliat.

{(I'an sufficliently interssted in your revieving them that I will even
offer te¢ supply the material! How about 1 send you two ooples - 1f youw
think that's not snough, I can up it - of sach British "sine I gat, and
you ¢can do your revisws based on that and also use them to decide which
might interast you for subsoription purposes. The only condition 1 pust
iwposs 1p that, wher you're all done reviewing and deciding, you must
send the coples on to Elmer Himton for the archives - I'Il pay postage.
This does not apply to the first packet I'm ssnding, thoss are duplicates.))

The stuff you write on clamssioa) wusic I find of some interest, though
a large part of your critigues goes over my hemd. I am not really familiar
with olassical muaio, and my appreciation of it is wetly limited te "I 1ike
tiat!™ I suspeat that the way I was introduced to classical music, coupled
with the attitudes of my peers, is largsly responsible for my not being
into the genre. Classical music was thowght to be elitist (we didn't
use that word, but that'’s vhat we meant). My pesrs were contemptuous
of thome who professed to like the stuff. ("They don't give a daen about
soss trumpet playin' band., It ain't what they call rock 'n' roll.” «Dirs
Btraits.) And my introduction to classical music was ia a mohool lesaon.
It was presented as something to be lsarned, not something to be snjoyed.
With all of this, it i5 & vonder I can even listen te and like any of it.
But I do, The instrumental stuff, I never have learned to like classioal
singing, T can appreciste the talent, sffort and technical ability that
goes into it, But I just don't like the sound.

((This letter now goes inte great detall on rock; I'1l primt that
part next issue in the 'Nilgai' seotion,)) What it all comes down to is
personal taste. I like a large variety of music, I have aome 800 albums,
oovering a large time span, and a wide music spectrus, If there is some-
thing you vould 1ike to check out, ship we a cassette and I'1l tape it
for you. If you like jt, you can buy it. If not, you're not out anything
but the postage. I'm sure others of ws would do the same, Bob Olsen and
I’::l Rauterberg both have largs record collections. And I'm aures thers xre
OTASrS .

Speaking of Bob Olsen, don't worry about losing your olaim to being
the tallest hobby membsr, I've met Mike Mazzer, and he ipn't a human
monster. Oleen sees him that way because of what Maszer has done to him
in so many games, Incidentally, mee if you can soax Bob into writing to
youe His letters are very entertaining, Bob is arguably the most enter-
talning writer in the hobby. ¢{({ahemi)) At least he's lote of fun.
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({I'wm currently working on the possibility of getting a decent ongastte
machine, to hook up to my excellent stereoc system, If I oan swing it - it
costs about $350 - 1'11 take you up on your offer, and reciprooate. If
not, I can't reciprocate, but I'1ll atill put together a list of a few ditties
whioh interest me.

{{I agree completely about the secondary-mohool system of teaching
mugic “"appreciation,” It was pressited to ms the same way; I was luckier
(I sueas that'e the right word) to bave had s home-life baokground which
overcams the aoademle ineipidity of my achool presentation, but I have
10 doubt that those of you who firet learned of ¢laessical gloriss in high
achool had a hard time finding it anything but dry snd aterile, dood for
you for overcoming itl And what, pray tell, is wrong with apprecistiug
Busioc based on the I 1ike it' syatem? As you say, it's all the personal
taote| soms of us go nuta studying the bapat, others just listea and enjoy,
Big difference!

((I have yet to have any oontact with Mike Masger. When and if I do,
ay firat duty will be to find out how tall he is. Frankly, I's rather
proud of the title I thought I held until Olsen came alengj at 6'7 3/~
I'4 held the title for one hell of a lot of years, and I was quite lcoathe
to give 1t up,

({Somewhere in existence there is a wondeptul photograph, taken at
DipCon 1973 by Doug Beysrlein, of me standing back-te-baok with my (matil
Magzer) oloseat competitor, Lsw Pulaipher. Doug's hair-trigger imagery
proved conclusively that 1 had stompsd poor Lew to fudge - by approximately
half an inch, Of course, I'm now at that age where I'm going to start
shrinking a bit - i.e., the old bod will begin te comprass itself - and
50 1 suppose my title won't hold forever., But I'1l keep it as long as
I cans Sorev you, Maszeri

((Bob Olsen, FKey, 1f he'll write me a letter, I'll print svery wvord.
You're quite right, his muse i» smashing!))

Rebin Hany thanke for the extraast from Porter in 'The Newv Yorker.®
ap Cyoan In faot, I have sesan the two Welsh National Opera productionas
as woll as DOKTOR FAUSTUS and THE MASK OF ORPHEUS, I disagree
with Porter when he says that he did not consider that the WOZEZECK did the
work justicej I have rarely been as moved in the theatre as by that particu
lar production - right at the snd of the third act, when the ckild vomes to
inapeot the corpse of hias mother, &« white oloth was dropped at the rear of
the atage, and as the inspeotion of the ocorpse took place, sc red dys was
sprayed onto the cloth froa the tep, to drip downward rather in the manner
of a Jackason Pollock, There followed, as the ohild laft the corpas to
contipue playing, afterward to leave the mstage, as I say, there followed
a similar spraying, but this tiwe of black paint - the symbolism, first
blood, and then (presumably) death itaelf, i at a simplistic level, but
the dramatic effect was total, with the quiet ohords that close the pieces
There was at least ten to fiftesn meconds' silence after the susie stopped,
As for the OTELLO, I cannot mee why quite so wuch praiss has besn
heapad on thils production: VWell-sung, certainly, but the ateging did ac}
sesn particularly special to me - but then, this was ay first OTELLO, snd
and I've naver praviously snjoysd televised stagings, Teuchd, I suppose.
Porter dosan’t say very much about the Birtwhistle, dees he? I hops
you anjoyed my presentation in MOROCHROME - if it haes yeached yYou by nowl
FAUST was quite wonderful - I went ¢S see 1! & second time, and enjoyea it
Juet as much, if not more, since I had a better seat for myself alons thasn
I sould aak those who attended with me om the firat oocasion té pay for
{grassar Robint}, Thomas Allen was excellent, but the gemeral diotion was
kot beyond improvement, Is it not absurd that the re-issued DEG Fimcher-
Disskau ast haa no Iibretto?
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A gueryt 'The Mey Yorker' states that Beaumont's book on Buasoni is

published by the Indiana U.P, Could you enguire am to ite price? I am
diginclined to pay Fwber's B30 in the UK, so a U3 prica of {say)} #40 or
leas might find =e sesking out an American sdition and paying postegees..

A glorious performance of Monteverdi's ORFEQ from the Proma tonight
and it is being followed now by a studieo recording of last year's BBC 80
performance of Reich's THE DESERT NUSIC ~ exoellent,

I am continuing to receive COSTAGUANA and enjoying sundry portions
thereof, although a few U,S.,-oriented items to nothing for me. Bince I
am at present playing in a " ather 5i1ly" in Brian Dolton's BELA LUGOSI'S
DEAD (which took over from his LOKASENNA) with an 11 1/2 VP Russia to a
12 1/2 VP Avstria, there being but a total of 8 other VPa outstanding,
how could I resist the opportunity to play in your BSP? If alr mail can
cope with thitgs, count me in, although I shall have to rosist the wiocked
tesptation to coddwot trmnsatiantic diplosmcy by telephone, which is &
rapid route to Carey Strest!

((Alaa, I can but spev forth saliva in jeuloua horror as you describe
Your experlences in actually attendipng the Welsh National prodwctiona of
various things. TYou must understand that San Diege is a bit of a byway
in the wvorld of gulture: We have Our own, rather degcent, opera cospany,
but they are not known for experimentation with the lsas-travelled routes
of the repertory. I have not, of course, sesn FAUSTUS on stage) it haring
nRever been staged within s trillion miles of this metropolis, Further,

WOZZECK has never arrived here eitheri the twentieth century has besn
rreasated here purely ian the form of Nenotti plus Prokofierts IOVE FOR
THREE ORANGES and a thoroughly charsing mounting of Carl Orff's DER MOND
twenty yoears ago, I know the D33 recording of FAUSTUS of course, Flscher-
Dieskan being the next thing to God in this home - if DGG have reisousd it
without text, they are insane, it cannot possibly hold head under those
conditions, and Busoni is theredby ili-served ~ and WOZZECK ¢omes to me
from the sbeclutely encient Met, performance on discs under Frits Stiedry,
the equally ancient East Berlin effort under Herbert Akfner, “ths mors modern ' °
{but not superceding) DG set under Rafasl Kubslfk, an® - not least - my
vife's treatise on the work which oonstituted her M.A. thesis in 1973,

((From having been on stage often enough, I can tell you that quite
usually the so~oslled *obvioua' ayaholism is the most sffective, From ¢
your description I'd have to call the red/black paint-spraying a touch of
theatrical bdrilliance, and {f that set the tenor of ths whols production
I would be esquivalently disinclined to take ‘Porter's fenigration for a
farthing. FRome years ago - I touched on thim in awy letter - the San
Disgo Opsra attempted the '"Ring,' and when it came to the hkgin Fire they
resorted to the cheapeat and most obvjous of media - iights cast through
celluloid, Conversely, when they mtaged DON GIGVANNI two years later, they
asomshow felt the need to amplify the descent to Hell with flash powder and
all manner of pyrotechnlom, Kever mind that the ATOVANNI singing surpassed
anything the 'Ring' had to offer; which staging do yow aupposs triucphed?
Sure enough - the simple celluloid, precimely because it was not overmuch
and thus detracted not at all from the drams or the singing,

((Your comments on televised opera ring rather true, though I have
happily noted glorious exceptions. Not long mgo, our P.B,S. did Monte-
vardi's INCORAZIONE DI POPEEA, a truly spiendid rendering of a diffioult
pisces I alsc remembsr a wondrows BNTFUHRUNG on the same chanpel. On the
other band, I recall with uncontrollable quivering the attempt to do BOHENE
au natural, or was it TOSCA, which in either evsnt failed as theatre despite
the glories of Milne (my idoll) and Domingo. Halfway into Act I my thoughts
roved to closing my ayes, and my Act II the thought becawe reality, ane it

4
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rendered the effort infinitely more palatable, Om the other hand, it could
be worset if thera is acything inferior to your average televised opera, it
has got to bDs your average televised ballet, SWAN LAKE with inatant replay?
Please forgive me vhile I void my stomach,,..

((I shall enquire after the Busoni book and advise. 1If the price is
not outrageocus, I would gladly buy and ahip same. And consider yoursslf
snrolled ig RSD with thaiks and welcomes,

((In autumn our opera company will do IL BARBIERE DI SIVIGLIA, not
in itself remarkable, but for the lead they've engmged Hermann Prey, and
on that basii alone I ashall be joyfully reporting all four performances
to you.

{(Och, I've omitted to comment om OTELLO, W¥all of course I dunse
about the Porter-noted production whioh you'wvs sesn, but of my thras = one
by San Franoisco Opera, two by the looal lot - nons atruck me as of any
great quality., OTELLC may be ome of those rarities, apart from the 1Bth-
century genre of opera seria, which might motually do better without staging.
The music and the singing and the libretto and the drama, yeaj bul perhaps
the Shekespeares original strikes too strongly to allow the (sxcuas the
perversion of the language) guasi-transmogrificatien that Boito gave it
to ring quite true. Maybe I'm jaded. What San Diego lacks in quality
opera , it far more than makes up for i quality Shakespsars: We have
n replica of the Stratford thestre, and every year three of the plays are
lovingly rendered in atirring productiens, I have seen far more Zhakeapears
OTELLOs than Verdi, and I cannot accept the latter on its own terms, sad
to say. Even vorse, I guess, was the year I was engaged to wing Nicolai's
MERRY WIVES the same season our Old Glode did the play; inm retrospect, I
only wish I had not attended the stage eftort, 1t ruined the far-inferier
operatic treatment, and reduced my parformance to a mers vooal sxerciee.))
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I gm at this point left with far more letters unprinted thanm printed.
Two from Dowg Brown, a gem {of great length) from Malc Smith, additionsl
ftous from Mark Rerch, mors from the Fleming perscn, data from David (Vatta),
beatifcations by Bruoe (Linsey), mumblings fros Mark (Larselers), fulminatiens
of Fred (Davis) - believe we, if I bad time to type a listing of the dackleg,
I'd have sore than enough time to type the comtent of 1t! But I don't,
Sooner or later we must get to gases, not to spesk of the Archives problem,
And perhaps noy is the perfect time. But never fesar. Latters remaining
unprinted thia round will, I swear, mes the light next,

You knev what COSTA needs? A oheck-liat of letters on file....

| DRATI X DION'T  BuT YoupionT|{ No,BUT X FleURED MY
|win THE 816 EVEN BUY A [} CHANGES WERF ABOUT THE SAME. -
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GAME 1934HI - The Extroverted Eamu - THE EAD

France {(Matt Fleming): VWhat 1s cne supposed to say for and end-gase state-
ment? I have never been sure, but I will deal with this gaxe on two levels,

As the game played itself out, distinet negotiating and strategic pat=
terns oould be detected. Auatria, France and Germany were playing an aggres-
sive diplomatic game, while England, Italy and - to & degres - Russia were _
not far behind. Auatria was the aggressive "block-mover and this, to me,
oet the stage for the rest of the game. Austrim, Germany and France did
well, while Italy (faced with no help in the east, 1ittle help from =e as
France and an aggressive Austria) floundered, and Englend succusbed to
letter-writing betwesn Germany and Francs. Russia and Turkey wvere in-
conseguential,

Az Franos and I made some nid-game mistakes, I tried for all my worth
to stir things wp by flip-flopping betweea A/3, but all this did was cause
ue hardship as neither Austris nor Germany (good players that they are)
bought into my scheming, In the end, the self-deatruction of Russia drew
German araies sast, while sy attempts to pateh thinge uwp with Germtany worked,

The second level of this game was the fun that it engendersd. John
Walker, Ken Peel, Dave Flercs and Uncls Connis are all people that make life
more interesting. More than that, they made some truly miserable days worth
living, as the msailbox gave ms & chance to reach in and drop my problems,
vhile pulling out the “incesssnt imbecility" of COSTAGUANA. I am happy to
say that the "Zam' hasn’t really ended, it just lost its officiml standing.

Austria (David Plerce): When the initial letters of negotiation for thie
gams arrived in ny mailbox, I thought I had it made. Everybody wanted to
be ay ally! Well, I have this thing abovt telling direct 1ies to anybody,
but I misled Rusaia into believing that I would support him against Turkey
and had a very gratifying '0M. After 'C1 Fusaia was, for all practical
purpogses, down the tubes, 80 I negotiated a non-aggreanion with Italy and
what I thought was to be a game-long mlliance with France, and turnsd on
Turkey., TurkeY wasn't as easy as I thought he would be, but I was making
ateady progress and sade the first move agalnat Geroany when Fleming stabbed
me. (He stabbed me in a total of four different games in four different
sines that same month.) TFrom that point on I devoted myself to Keeping
Fleming from getting a share of the win., From the time Rauterberg took
ovar for Walker, I kept trying to give him the game, but he wouldn't take
it. Every time I would leave a center open for him, he would ignere it and
suppert France luto one of the centers I was trying to defend. I kept
hoping that Walker would return in tims to win, but time ran ount on e,

and the game ended 17~17.

Walker/Rauterbsrg and Flewing played great games. In spite of Matt's
muitiple stab, I snjoy playing with him as an ally as well as mgainst him,
Kov that he's a Madlad, maybe I'll see both him and Paul sore often.

1 applaud the GM for & well-run game with very few ad judication errors.
Those that did occur were quickly oorrected/ His concern for rairnesa is
oxesiplarye I truly appreciats his being comcerned about the fairhess of ny
playing sgainst roommates, but I have known both Paul and Matt long enoigh
to know that that was no advantage to either of them since they would both
stadb their mothers if they thought it would gain them an exirs center,

AND ON THE NEXT PAGE we'll have Germpny's statement, Inasattch as he has
eleverly preparsd the same photo-ready (albeit with a light ribbom}, I
need only cut=and-paste and I can save myself a lot of typing., Ehall we
ses if it worka?
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1984H] Endgame Statement for Germany:

Usually my endgame statements arc pretty weak. (By the time the
game ends my position is usually pretty weak,) This time I'm going try
harder.

Thanks for the play of the game. Thanks to all. That's the
important part.

The lonper I'm in this hobby, the more I realize that it is the
people who are the hobby and that a game 1s merely an opportunity, a
vehicle, a device to interact with those people. So this endpame
statement is oriented toward the people who made this game,

Conrad von Hetzke, GM and pubber, thanks, For thinking of and
ueing temporary substitutes for me in this and other gemes wvhile I was
-unable to play, special thanks, And for lots of other thoughtful acts,
thanks again,

Costapuana just gets better and better. Why, in just the last few
weeks 1 ve recommended to several people that they sub, Conrad, your
sub list should zoom very soon! Please don't thank me - I was pglad to
do it.

(Don't take that seriounsly. I ltnow you've reached your limit.
Actually I've recommended to everyone I know that they cancel their
subs. What are friends for?17)

Bill €Quinn, Boardman Mumber Custodian, for BNC services and for
attention to this game's peculiar temporary substitute problem, thanks.

Paul Rauterberg, peculiar temporary substitute, for substitutihg
temporarily (and peculiarly?), thanks. When Paul took over, Germany had
a good chance to either win outright or continue in an alliance that
Mact Fleming and I had been working on for over a year. When Paul gave
Germany back to me, I definitely could choose to win or draw.
Therefore, thanks!

David Pierce (Austria), Jim Stevens (Turkey), Steve Cartier
(Russia), Ken Peel {Italy}, and Matt Johnston (Fngland) all had great
influence on the course of the pame, Everyone was willing to write and
negotiate, So many good players in this game made forming one definite
alliance that much harder, '

lly part was easy — I accepted every offer of alliance sent my way
... and that'a not too far from the truth, Everyone scemed to go to war
and about all I did in my letters was say, "Look out behind you!™

Ruasia went after England, Turkey went after Rusgia, Austria went
after supply centers and Italy didn't. (How's that for a smooty
anslysis?) _

David Pierce (Austria) dominated his part of the map while Matt
Fleming {France) and I worked to make our allisnce work. We did work,
too. Not only did we seem to strike it off personally (that's not too
presumptuous, is it, Matt?) buc we wrote. And wrote. More than once
our letters crossed in the mail. We began to work as an alliance,
seeing moves that would work for F/G. If anyone's interested, Matt is a
better tactician than I am.

Yes, T was tempted to win outright but for once I looked ehead.
After attacking and beating someone I had worked so hard with, so what?
Would T feel good about the win? Vho would I share the elation with?
So I "settled” for the accomplishment that was more important to me.
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So what was wrong with a 3-way with David Pierce? ¥othing. I
would have been delighted with it {I'm happy to survive). It would have
been my best result so far. David is a fine player. T apolonize for
not replying to all his letters because there is no excuse for that
rudeness. I just have trouble sending bad news to someone, Iy the bime
the game wound down to the three of us, an active game-lonn alliance
just had the momentum to finigh the game.

So, to all the players in this game, thanks,

Matt and I worked harder in this game than I think I'11 ever work
at a game egain., (Oh, no! Does that mean I'll never win a game? Oh,
well, so what?) As the pame propressed, my wife patiently listened to
me talk about my "silly" hobby and just how well this particular name
was going. For months on end I'm sure she got sick of hearinp me say,
"Boy, could I stab Matt Fleming! BOY!! Could T stab iatt Fleming!!"™
S0, yes, thanks to the other players, and especially Hatk, but also
thanks to my wife Patty.

Finally, the complaint. Yes, the complaint, Little beknownst to
some, nay, many, nay, wost of you out there in Greater Dipland, the
official result of this game may in some doubt be! Aye, 'tis truel 1In
Costa last, 'twas "nounced that @ two-way draw was proposed and agreed
to. Fair enou', I'1l settle for that. So the game is o'er (this is an
endgame statement, after all), Bet how many of you know that two
twvo—way draws were proposed? Indeed! MNot only was the "standard™ [/G
draw proposed but, to show just who was in charge, & G/F draw was
proposed!| Reallyl All I can do is compliment C, F. v. M, for not
actually announcinpg the result either way! (Pretty sneaky, w'ot?)

The end {of the endgame statement),

AND NOY FOR THE G.M.1 When one undertakss to publish a Diplomacy gine,
opne longs ~ hay, even drools - for a game like this. With a single ex-
ception, it was one of the joys of sy 2i1-year hobby ocareer,

The siception was, of course, the Ken Peel affair, I atill have
the guilts mbout that one, It is, I think, to his eternal c¢redit that
Ken wam able to bounce back from my (let's be candid) vicious diatribe
and renew our friendship -~ and in the process, teach the '¢ld dog' the
new trick of keeping his mouth shut unti}l he learns the faots, In the
senss that Ken helped ms grow, sven that matter was a positive,

Beyond that covment, I am somehow at a loess for words. If ever a
gams hax besn mors fun for the Gamesmaster, I would challenge the claimant
to prove his/her point: And I'd venture that if Bruce Linmey wers to run
a "joy of GMiag" poll, the EMU would win bands dowa,

Not te slight anyone, you're all great people - and congrats to Hatt
and John, of course, on their well-sarbed joint result = but let ms mention
two pecple to round my vords off. Bill Quinn, the Boardman Nuwber Cus~-
todien, deserves a strong commendation for the forthright sanner in which
he dealt with the trioky ‘rocmmate’ problem. He ¢alled 1t ecandidly, and
whether or not ] agree, he is to be honorsd for his attention to the matter
and his refusal to equivooate. May his swocessors learn frow the quality
of his workl

And then there's David Pierce, Undaunted by Lopeleas odds, unfased
by the cbvious intentions of his sdversaries, David kept right on plugging
away, sending moves end trying againet all odds to change the result, In
failure in the gams, he succesded beyond his wildest dreams - in gaining
the respect and adeirgtion of those around him. Lapt ienue, I made a fow
giowing couments about one Dowg Baker, a playsr in the SUNI gaws, Thoase
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remarks could as well appear hsre, apropos of Mr., Plerce. He did a mag-
hificent job throwghout, and for sy monsy he shares squally - in all
respects save the statistics ~ in the result.

Actually, a third msention 1s of importance. Paul Rauterberg was never
really in thiz gaee. He played on temporary assignmwent, knowing full well
that it would be short-term, on behalfl of John ¥Walker during tke latterts
recent 1llness. This is the sort of duty that could be pretty thankless -
lots of planning, negotiating and welghing of optiona, all the while knowing
you'!ll get no formal credit no matter how brilliant you are. Moraover,
many people find thesselves under sven greater pressure playing for somsone
elas; 1f they butcher gheir own gamea, they can always try another, but if
they butcher a friend's positioh.... Faul handled the matter superbly, and
1 offer ny atrongsst possible thanka for his efforts.

Well,,.I supposs I should at least type a few thousand lines about the
vinners. Nios golng, you twol

And so0 = that's the EMU, All except for the statistical bit,

GAME 1984HF
JOURNAL: Costaguana. GM: C.F. von Motske.

At David Pierce (out F,10}. Es3 Matt Johnston {dro 5,05), c.d, (out ¥.06).
Fy Matt Fleming (DREW F,.10), G: John Walker (DREW F,10) (N.B.: Ww.07 -
8.10 played for Garmany by Paul Rauterberg)e I: Ken Peel (dro 5.0k), ¢.d.
(out F.07)., R: Steve Cartler (out F.04), Tt Jamea Stevens (dro W.01),
Keith Sherwood (out F.06).

02 03 G4 05 06 07 OB 09 10
g8 8 9 10 10 9 7 2 =
b 3 3 1 =
5 7 8 9 10 11 13 16 17
7+ 9+ 10+ 11 13+ 14 14 16 17
y 2 1 1 1 -

2 1 -
b & 3 2 =

R AR NN
o
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When this gawe started, Xen Psel welcomed it by way of turning the
Boardman number into & statement:t 49847 Hijw

Wall, guess what? "19842 (Byel®

( - JL;!Esgﬁ;? '! * How po You
| OFFICIAL {i?b_ff LilE BEING ON

THaAvES 738
- 1By HER
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GAME 1983CL « The Suicidal Suni ~ Winter 1911

Bob Acheson takes Over in France. Despite baving said I'd hold it
to Winter this time, in looking it over I really don't ass the need, ac
in the hope that nobody will soresech, let's go on.

France retreata F Den-Hel, Ruseia builds A War, A Mos.

FRANUE (Bob Acheson): a kie (h). a ruh (s) kie. a pie~tyo. a mun-sil.
f 1yo {s) naf-wes. f mid-eng. f iri-cly {(sicig. f nwg-nth,
£ lvp~val, £ hel (a) nwg-nth, T naf-ves.

RUSSIA (Bd Henry): a pru {s) ber, a tri-tyo. a ber {a) war-sil, & den-
kie., a stp-fin. a war-sil. a mos-atp. f nwy-nth. f edi (s) nwy-
nth. f ska (8) nwy-nth.

TURKEY (Ken Hager): = tyo-boh. a ven (s) rom-tus. a rom-tus. a ser (h),
a rus-gal. f asg-ion, f alb-adr, f bla (h). f sev (h)., f nap=rom,
f lon~tyn., f tun (a) ion-tyn,

No retreats. Fall 1912 moves due Saturday, August 30, 1986,

WHYDIDTHECHICKENCROSS THEROADTOGETTOTHROTHERS IDETITWAS EASIERTHANGOINGAROUND .

GAME 198540 = The Tergiversatory Tapir - Spring 1908

AUSTRIA {(Jake Walters): a tri-bud, a ven-tri,

ENGLARD (Matt Fleming): a vie-gal. & gwe-lvn, a wal-lon, f l¥p (h).
; tdinhlh. f nth-den, f nuy-swe. £ bot (o) ave~lvn, f tun {s

RE ion.

FRANCE (John Walker): a lvn-war. a stp-mos. & tyo (&) tus-ven. a kie
(h)s @& tuseven. u 511 (s) lvn~war. a mar-pls. f ves-~tyn. f rem
(s) tyn-oap. f tyn-nap. f ion-apu.

ITALY (Michael Pustiinik)t a bud (s) RUS ser-tri. f nap=ion. I gre (s)
nnp-:lon-

RUSSIA (Deug Brownh): a ser (a) ITA bud, a gal-war, a war-pru. a ank-
oon. & wos~lvn, a sev-mom. f oon (h). I eas-ion, f bal (s} moa~
Ira. (Also, an order for a non-existent 'f aeg,’

The Austrian e ven iz gone from our world.

A proposal has been made to call an E/F drawe. It has also already
been vetoed. So forget it,

Fall 1908 moves dus Saturday, August 30, 1986,

THESURIEONGENERALHAS DETERMINEDTHATSMOKINGCAUSESCANCERHEARTDISEASEANDCAVITIES

GAME 1985HE - The Delirious Dik-Dik « Fall 1904

The retreating Turkieh fleet iz gone. Nobody sent in moves; partly
my fault, 1 had forgotten that Conrad Minshall was out of town, No real
barm done...and in Italy, Fat Jensen takes the reina, long may he warve!

AUSTRIA (John Walker): & gre-bul. a bul-con. a ser (s) bud=rume a say
(s) bul-con, & vis-tri. a bud-rum, f aegx {s) emy,

ENGLAND (si?o? Billenness}: a lvp (h). f nth-den, f nwg-nth. £ nwy (2).
f bel (h).

FRANCE (Bob Acheson): a gas (s) spa. a mar (s) apa. a bur (s8) mar. f bre-
mid, f spa ac (l] BAT &
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GERMANY (Daniel Gorham): a rub=bel, a hoel (s) ruh=bels a her-aun, I den=-
nth, r :I.ri—ellﬂ.*.

ITALY {Pat Jensen): & ven-tyo, s pie-mar. f lyo (s) pie~mar, f ves-
[ ] 80

RUSSIA (J.,Ron Brown): a are=ank, a =211 {s) pru=ber. = pru-ber., f ble
(8) arm-ank, f rum (s} bla, f #we (a) ENG nth-den.

TURKEY: & ank (h).

The Turkiah a ank excuses itself, The Russian f rum may retreat to
sav or ost.b. The Gorsan f den may retreat to ska, hel, kie, bal or o.t.b.
And the English f bel may retreat to ple or o.t.b,

We'rs going to use the 'interim dendline syatem here - a perfect time.
Retreats and adjuptmentas will be dus Saturday, ADGUST 16, 1986, and will
be sent out by flyer. Then, Spring 1905 maves will) be dus Saturday,

August 30, 1986,

Centraa

At 9: vie, bud, tri, ser, gre, bul, rus, con, smy, Build two.
B: 51 lom, lvp, edi, nwy, den. Evan,

Fi1 51 par, brs, par, apa, por. Even.

Gi &: kie, mun, hol, bel, Remove one.

It bt ven, rom, nap, tun., Even,

Rt 7: =mos, ssv, war, stp, aws, ber, ank. Build ons.

Obriously any o.t.b. retreat will affect the build totals.

Bob, 4if this interim bit will prove a problem {if you'rs avay at the
mines}), let we know and give me a couple of times for a 'phone call.

PARIS TO ROME: You've loat your advantage; it's time to reconsider this
attack,

PARIS TO BERLIN; It looks like the French troopes won't be nesded in London.
Although, I can apare an army to help wmaintain ¢ivil order in Munich,

LINEARSEPARATORSARETHERUILDINGBLOCKSOFWCRLDC LASSDIPLOMACYPUBLICATIONEBALWAYS

GAME 1986AC - The Bimexual Bear - Sprinmg 1902

AUSTRIA (Nelson Heintzman): a gal (s) TUR bul-rum. a ser {(m) TUE bul-rums,
a bud (s) gal., 7 ion-tun,

ENGLAND (Bart Denny): a yor (h). f edi-nth. f nwy (s) edi-nth, £ lon-

BLE .
rllﬂci_fbnvtd Andereon): a mar (s) par-bur. a por-spa. a par-bur,

f eng-bel.

GERMANY (Johm Crosby): a hol-bel, a rub {s) mun-bur. = sun-bur. a kie-
mun, f den (h).

ITALY (Robert Greler): a tun<naf, a pit=mar. f tyn-lyo. [ nap-tyn,

RUBSIA (Blair Cusack): a war (s) ukr-gal. & _ukr-gal, a mos-ukr. f sev~
arm. I awe-fin.

TURKEY (Stephen Wilcox): & bulerum, a con-bul, a smy-ars. f bls (a)
ANY-ArE,

The French A Bur may retreat to Plo, Par, Gss or o.t.b.} Fall moves
may be conditional, and are due Smturday, August 30, 1986,

At last! A game with a buncha press!l It starts to your right....
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ITALY TO GERMANY: Nice bullds. Care for a game of leap frox?
YIENNA TO CONSTANTINOPLE: Me next then, right?
ENGLAND TO ITALY AND GERMANY: 1I'm interested.

FRANCE TO ENGUAND: I'm glad to have a friend, at leaat you didn't build
in Liverpocl.,

AUSTRIA TO ITALY: Truth is relative, ay young sir, and like besauty lies
strictly in the eyss of the beholder; like fate, morsover, it can be ever
fickle, and like a woman ever changemble....

ITALY TO AUSTRIA: Dreamer!

FRANCE TO ITALY: Sticks and stones may break my boneas, but Wops will never
hurt =me,
Weina stene?

ENGLAND TO FRANCE: Am I supposed to feel better about you hecause youn
oleis you don't remember, on the very first turn of the game, breaking
our agresuent? Christ!

AUSTRIA TO JAMULt 'AC' - The Bisexual Bsar? BHow'd you ever arrange that?
What's Yottr next gams, 'DC' - Tha Two-Way Tiger? Give Fme & break!

JAMUL: You know, I°d never sven noticed! I doa't think Pill Quinn was
playing a game, but now you've got me wondering....

Hup, Naybe I will try to get 'DC' and then we oan turn thia rag
into a real breegel

** 8 2P 4¥ FF GE P A4 AR 4B 48 BB EF do &4 4% ad b & pe dm =8 4a g 9@

GAME 19860 - The Convoluted Cassowary - Fall 1902

AUSTRIA (Evang Givan): a gal-ukr. & ser (s) rum. a vie-boh. a rum (s)
TR arm-gev, £ asg-gre.

ENGLAND (Rotert 0'Donnell): & bel~hol. f nth (s) bel-hol. f bar-nwy.
f ska (a) RUS swe-den,

FﬂAHCklzLarry Botimer)t a plc-par. a mar (s) gas-bur. a gas-bur. f eng-
nid.

GERMANY (Michael Pustilnik): a hol-bel., & bur-mar. a den (h}. a mun-
ruh. £ hel (a) qen,

ITALI {Robert Greier): =a naf-tun. a pie-ven. f tyn-ion. f lyoatyn.

RUSSIA (J.Rom Brown): a sev {s) TUR arm-rus. a ukr (s) TUR arm-sum.
a var-gal. a mos (a) mav, f sye-den,

TURKEY (Melinda Holley): a bul-ser, a arm-rum. f con-ssy. f bla (¢)
ArR~rum.

Retreata: Oer a bur to Pig, Bel, Mun or o.t.b. Qer A Hol to Kie
or 0+tsb. Aus A Rum to Bud or o.t,b. Adjustments, such as they are, and
Spring moves may bs conditional,

CENTRES:

At 5: vie, bud, tri, ser, gre, Even,

E: 5t lon, ivp, =di, nwy, hel, Build one.
F: k: par, bre, mar, apa, Even,

G: &: kie, mun, ber, den, Removs ohs.
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It 4: pom, ven, nap, tun. Even,
R: 5: =stp, noa, sev, war, awe. Even,.
7t 5: con, smy, ank, bul, rum, Build cne,

And still neutral: Por and Bel (2).

If you think on it for a woment, you'll realize that the retreats and
adjustments aren't likely to bs the laast bit complex, and 50 I have no
qualms about ¢alling for them all, plus Spriag 1903, dus on or befors
Saturday, August 30, 1986,

AUSTRIA TO TURKEY: Thers. Now wasn't that nice?
TURKEY T0 JAMUL: Nobody said I had to be consistent.
JAMUL TO TURKEY: No problem, but don't let it make you schizoid....

ITALY: General Robert (Museolini) Greler exprassed in s letter to the
darman Kalser his porrow at the turn of events in the war, "Without an
English commitment we are doomed," were his most notabls l1ines, *The
Eagtern powars will overrun Italy while I bask in Spaini®

FRANCE TO ENGLAND: @lad you went for the plan, Now if the Italian only
ended up & little confused....

AUSTRIA TO FRANCE: What have you dons to get all three of your neighbors
wanting a piece of France? You wust be a Dewocrat, or something, Well,
hold on, The Austrian navy 1s cowming to the rescua.

ITALY TO FRANCE: I shall call off our war for the time being; hopefully
now we can c¢lone the back door,

FRANCE T0 ITALY: 1It's only Italiang that have fat opera singera, partaer.
French female perficrmers are renowied for thelir beanty.

JAMUL: Oh, I dunnc; Mady Mesplé sure sang well, but it was awfully hard
sometimes to tell the difference between her and a hot tubee.s

ITALY TO GERMANY: I am truly sorry for the turnaround, but I've gotta do
vhat my people feel is nasded for Italy,

MARSEILLES TO ITALIAN NAVY: The reason yow have been holding your ‘bleeps’
with two handa is because your fat wives have been kicking them, French
wotlen won't even look at you onion breaths,

A A AN A AV AN SV AV AV AV AV N AV AV AV SV Y S AV N A A

‘Bob Thaves
R

v = INE REACHED THE < |
e /‘AGE_WHERE s i

HARPER AND HARDER | |
FoR ME To THINl oF |
MY BODY A5 A TEMPLE

' $mgens Tuawrt 12°g8c
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GAME 1985D

The Narcoleptio
Hilgal

Fall 1906

T

France retreated T Wes-Spa sc, and A Tro~Pie, Austria, presumably
scenting doom, omitted to spend a lousy 22¢ to say farewell....

AUSTRIA (Dick Martin): Somekow, the Auvatrian position lackes subatance....
ENGLAND {Robart Greler):t £ bre-gas. f lvp (h). f nwy (h), { wid-naf,
FRANCE (Kevin Tighe): a pie-tus, a mar (a) lyo-spa. f{ lyo-spa s0.
f spa B¢ = por.
GERMARY {Paul Gardner): a ruhemun. & sil-gal, & boh (s) AUS vis ((sic)).
a denskie. = 1lva (a] moa, & mos (h)a. hel-den. f bel-eng.
f wal-iri,
ITALY (Pat Jonmen): a tri-vie, a tyo-sun, a ven-ple. I tun-naf. £ ves
{s) tua=lyo. ¢ tus~lyo.
RUSSIA (Conrad Minehall)t £ swe-nwy.
PURKEY (Michael Pustilnik): a ser-rum. a gal-sil. a ukr (s) sev-asos,
a bud (p) ITA tri-vie, a bul-mev. a ssv-mos. { bla (c) bul-sev,

f Lop=-tyn.

Retreats there are nons.
CENTRES
Ar 0Ot 'Byel

Et Y5t 1lon, lvp, edi, nwy, bre, Build one.
Ft &% par, msar, por, spa, Bven.

Gt 9¢ Xie, ber, mun, war, wea, stp, den, hol, bel, Even.
It 7t ven, rom, nap, tum, tri, vie, gre. Build one.

R: 1t aws, BEven,

*: 8: ocon, omy, ank, bul, ser, bud, rum, sev. Even.

The two bullds, and Spring 1907 moves, are dus togsther on Saturday,
Aunguat 30, 1986. Moves may, of course, be contingent om bduilds.

THE NIL3AI CONTESTS:

1. In the tie-breaker, the decision is subatantially eased by Dick
Martin's failure to reaspond, Got enough tapes, #h? Well, Michasl was
leans silent; he identified the predecamsor to our niockel as the “half-

dime." That's good for one taps or dime of his choice. (As to Besthoven,
the anaver ia G.)
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2. In the new quir, guite s féw of you sent guésnes, and every aingle
attempt to identify the firsmt persén on my malling list was correots Bod
Acheson, The second part, however, proved far more formidable: (Qussaes
generally facused on the letter ‘W', e.g. Stephen Wilcox and Doz Williams,
However, one of you want to s hell of a lot of trouble to sesroh through
the relevant fiesue and identify the trus sanswer: And that answer is Jeff
Zarae, who lasue-before-lanmt was mentioned as dropplng out of the 'Colfax’®
gams, but who remains on the mailing list by virtue of havimg bought a
pub, And guess wvhe got it righi? Yup. FPustilnik sgain. Goex, he wust
be trying to matoch Rauterberg's collection,

Okay, Migzhael, I nov officially ows yor tws tapes or dimca of your
choice; you tell me what you want, I'1l go get 'em anhd send 'em, If you
prefer, price ths itema looally and tell ms the totals and I'1] whip cut
& cheok. Maximus value §20 total. And don't give we some hogwash about
"aw, that's okay, you dontt have to payi™ I run a legitimate guiz zine
hers, and I pay wy prizes, Ask Paul,

THE NEv WILGAI qUig

will be a ten-queation affair on varioua subjects, I'1l hold off
on 1t until next iasue, though, to allow me time to prepare something
suitable. Eah h‘h’ Ty

THE ROCK EDUCATION QOF UNCLE CONNIE

is coming along nicely. MWe now have (a) neveral wors recommendations,
and (b) four mora tapes,

I havae fascinating letters from Bob Graier and Derwcod Bowen vhish
will appear hers, but agaln, I'm postponing 'cos I need more time. The
simple truth to all of this stalling is that putting cut this mssaive
iseue has exhausted me, and I nqed aome apacel (But, btayl, did I get
a backlog clearsd!) QOizme time...

The four new tapes ars: Pink Floyd, *Dark Side of the Moon;'

Clash, 'Sandinistai' Feter Oabriel, '80' {(based on Paul's recocmendation
this issue in his commentary on MadCon)y and Plnk Floyd, 'Ussagumma’
(casasette, which doesn't contain everything on the two-record disc set).
The last-named representa my recommendation to all or you -~ itta about
soventaen years 0ld, but it laokas mothing for itm agei after all, one of
ay favorite aparae {Jecopos Peri's 'Euridice?) has axiated for thres hundred
and sighty-four years, and it's atill fresh to my eara,

Oh - also, Simon Billennesa, that transplanted aon of New Wave, han
b few things to offer wn too. And one of thes I have tried for, and can
not findy aven the expsrt clerk I know at the wusic stors has never heard
of it. "Colossal Youth," by the Young Marble Giante, In py drive to
follow the recowsendations of my respected friends, I hersby offer a

NILGAT REWARDY

Find me a copy of this tape (or disc). Buy it for me, I guarantee
to pay the cost, whatever it is, and I'1l pay you for it plus buy you
oue t?pu of your chol¢e for yoursslf, 1 WANT THIE FUCKIN PEI1  (Or
disec.

1's looking forward to next iseus, whea I offer a ouriocus (but valid)
#ovpariaon bhetvess Pater Gabriel {uouls acd classical tenor Kurt Bguilua,
Oh by the way...anybody around here like jaszn?
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((I've always wanted to typs that page nusbere...))
{(WVhich reminda me of two jokes I dearly lovet

({1, "Wanoa do 68 with ms?"
Hyhatts 687
"You do ue and I'1l)l owe you ons."

({2, "Knoek knock."
hwho's there?"
"Fuok,"

"Fuck who?"
"Fuck whoal ")}

BERLIN: The German governoent deplores the bulidup of heathen forces te
the south. We wish you would all gzo away.

PAUL TO PAT: GSorry about all those nasaty thinges 1 sald about Albert lea,
1']1 bet it's actually the nicest flat place in the world {yuk yuk)....

JANUL: You want flat? Try Indianapolis. Or sy ex«wife's chest...anyway,
in Indy, if you want anything ether than totally horisontal, you have to
atand on tiptoen and imitate the Leaning Teweree..

GuFt Do you gtill exist?
JANUL: well, I just got 'Redwood Curtain,' so something is still alive.
TURKEY 10 GERMANY: The eoasy way ls not necessarily the fun way,

ENGLAND TO GERMANY: A quiok kill in England? Halt! I may buy it in this
gome, but your fleets will be no matoh for the Ottoman mrmies.

GERMANY T0 AUSTRIA: Do you still exist? Is there atill rock 'n' roll in
Vienna? HNet Alr Supply...chéke, gasp, retoh....

TURKEY TO ITALY: Get well soonl
ENQLAKD 70 ITALY: Get 'em| Grind tes into mooas manurel
JAMUL: And then play it on your stereo and enjoy "Hfiaker DUM

GERMANY TO TURKEY: That was just a joke, wasn't 1t? A joke in very bad
taste, trying to get Uncle Cennie to buy Air Supply, Flashdance....well,
Diana, but she's rock history (Shpreiesihotuvn)- Don't do it, Uncle
Connie, If you can find the Keither, just ask him which is the most
putrid, wretohed radio atatiom in 8.D. There yeu'll find Air Supply

and save youraslf mome bucks.

ENQLAND T0O TURKEY: Kill, orush, mangle, destroy, tear his arms off]
Thoss are the nice thinga I want you te¢ do to 'em....

GERMANY TO ENGLAND: AC/DC? Deep Purple? Boston? Much better, Admit-
tedly I burned out on Boston im '77, and wy favorite Desp Purple came out
about *71 or *2 ("Smoke or the Water" = "Machine Head" was the album, I

. think) ((yup)), "Dirty Desds Dons Dirt Cheap” is my favorite AC/DC, with
Bon Soott's svil leer - hilarious!

PAT TO CONRAD: Congratulations on the sine poll. Don't bother to write
about how you don't deserve it, you dos Your oriteria of a good rine
{reading it all)} are good ones. It may take a while to read COSTA, but
I do, and I enjoy 1it.

JAMUL: Well, thanks! I do deserve it, I the greatest...eh, never
mind, Anyway, considering the issue izes lately, I've been asriously
cohasidering offerimg, with every sub, s fres sagarins rack for the john!

S
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(ERNANY TO UNCLE CONNIE: T mee Dick, Conrad and Rebert cheated and listed
mors than four albums, so I'11 add: (1) Little Feat, "Feats Don't Fail Ma
Now"; (2) Springsteen, "The Wild, The Innocent" and "E Streot Jhuffle"y
(3) Pete Townahend, "Eapty Glass."” Also aubatitute "My Aim is True' for
“Inperial Bedroom” as your Flvis Coatello album,

NEWFANE TO JAHUL: Save yourself somwe $s8. Put Elmer and Rod on a ssparate
flyer with a sub list of two (guess which two?), Improve the sine for the
resteeqe

JANUL TC NEWFANE:; Okay, goddamnit, I goofed! Wait until next issuel See
how much of this stufr you sesl

JAMUL TO NEWFANE, II: Unleas Walt wants space....
AW, BCREY IT.

I'd just as soon go on with the rock discussion right now, hever mind
waiting until nextish,

BIMON BILLENNESS: Do you atill want some rock recomsendmtions? well,
here'rs sols anyway.

Joy Division: "Unknown Fleasures,” This is the group'a first glbum,
Personally, I don't think it's quite as good as their gecond "Closer," but
I reckon 14's more accessible. The music is very dark and brooding - mar-
vellous astuff for depressivas.

Talking Heads: "Stop Making Sense' or HLittle Creatures.® By contrast,
thess are superd upbsat recorda. The Heads draw heavily on black musis but
retain the originality. I reckon you'll love them.

Young Marble Giants: "Colowssal Youth." If you find this ene, you'll
be very lucky. It's only available oo Japanese import in Britain, whioh is
a shame becsune it's a masterpisoe. Very minimalistic (mo druzal) and
absolutely fascinmating! The sort of album you liaten to 1n the dark with
headphonea.

UNCLE CONNIE; Okay, I'm hunting. My headphene jack is out of whack just
noy, but when it works, what I liaten to is Carl Orff's "Fantesia after
William Byrd," Utterly rivetting! The same music on which Benjamin
Britten built his '"Young Person's GQuide," only for four orohestras with
incredibls interchange. Ancther possibility is the old Jechux recording
of the Bruckner Eighth, where the conductor has doubled the harps and the
snginesr has split them across the two tracka. What you de is, you put on
the 'phones, put on the slow Movement where the full orchestra runs up the
acale at the big elimax (the blg ¢limax, at the cymbal crash and modulationm
from C Hajor to E-Flat Minor), and then yow tell ms that rock ias better!

DERWOCD BOWEN:t I have never heard “"Quadrophenia." ({(Permit me to lend it
to youj look for it included in the packet of British 'sinmes.)) Hy all-time
favoerite Who album ia “What's Next?" Side One is a good collection of
asonga, eapesclally *Baba O'Reilly' and 'Bargain.' But S{de Two 1s 1t!l
Each melaction is really strong, finishing up with the dimillusioned
"H:n't Get Fooled Again." If you liked 'Quadrophenia,’ check this one
out,

Other older cnee to check:

Jethro Tuil, ‘Benefit.t My favorites Jethro Tull work.

Traffio, 'John Barleycorn Must Die.' Steve Winwood's voice, the
haunting melodies, make this a classic.

The Beatles, *Hagical Mystery Tour.' I am a Lf: Bsatlea fan, but this
cae in a goodie!
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Pink Floyd, 'Dark Side of the Moon.' This is the album that brought
them to the attention of the public, Alan Paraons produced this classic.

Blood, Sweat and Tears, 'Rlood, Sweat and Tears.! This album was played
a lot, Tt containe the big hit, “Spinning Wheel," which was played by every
marching band in the world. but ths album is outstanding.

Boms newer stuff:

Van Halen, "Van Halen, Their first album, and ay favorite. Strong,
high-powered, loud raucous rock. This was never meant to be pretty,.

The Clash, 'Sandinista.' Dan Stafford turned me om to this. These
guys are capabls of some axcellent things.

Dire Stralts, 'Love over Gold.' Froa the longue-in-cheek ‘Industrial
Disease' t0 '"Talegraph Road,' a real ges.

The Pretenders, 'The Pretenders.' Thls was made when this atyls of
music was new,

Jefferson Starship, 'Fresdom at Point Zero,' 5till has some of the old
Airplane people, plus the new blood that changed the sound to bring them
into the '80s,

UNCLE CONNIE: Let's cali it quite for now. More tapss to follow, and more
'Education of the ol' Uncle' will enane,

£t 00 03 30 L0 ug 01t 1! LINBARSEPARATORSBUCK 1P &1 11 0% 10 11 0L 11 10
GAME 1986Bon05 - Willfam Bufus DeVane King - Fall 1902
AUSTRIA (Kevin Tighe): a war~ukr. a rus=ser, a viesutri. a bud {a) vie=

tri. [ gre-ion.
BARBARY STATES (Jake Walters)t a 1ib (a) eth, a eth () 1ib, £ vus (s)

spa ¢, f suo-can., f apa s¢ (9) ITA ple-mar.
ENGLAND (David Anderacn): a den-bel, f en,c {a) den-bele I ir.e~w.m.ce.

£ nth (¢) dsn-bel. avu—dan.
FRANCE (Jeff Hoffman): a mar (s s _gas-par. 1 m.ae.0.~can,
f por=spa ac,
EBHAET!Tiiagizi_Pusti1nik}t & bob-vie, @& pic-par, a ruh-bel. o nun-kie,
f hol (s) ruh-bel, ’

ITALY (Conrad Minshall)t a tri !n) GER boh-vie, a pie-mar. a ven-tyo.
f trysa (s) naprion, f nap-ion. I geoed. (8) ple-mar.

PERSIA (John Crosby): a egy-lib. a ale (h), f jor wo = e.m.s {(eic)}.
f s.m.8.-0re, o

RUSSIA (C, Friesner von Netzke): a ukr !5) sav-Eg!. a sev-rus, f kas-mos.
TURKEY (Robert 0O'Donnell): a bul-con, a amy f aseg~ouy. f con-aeg.
Please note, apropos of the Persian orders, that Jordan does not

border the Fast Med., snd the order “a arm-ale" was issued for the unit
which is already in Alexandretta,

Retreats: Fre A Mar to Bur or o.t.,bs Tta A Tri te Alb, Van, or o.t.b,
Your next orders (mine toe!) may be conditional.

CENTRES s

Al ék v¥¢s bud, iri, ser, gre, war, Féd. Even.
Bt 5: alg, mor, tun, eth, apa. Even,
E: 6: lom, lvp, edi, den, awy, ave, Bulld one,
¥: 3t pary bre, por, Aff, Remove one,
G: 61 kie, wun, ber, bel, hol, vis, Build one,
I+ & rom, nap, wen, ple, cor, my, fff, FEven,
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P: 5: arm, jor, ita, egy, ore. Build one.
Rt &i woa, pev, stp, rum, fif. Build one,
T: »: con, smy, ank, bul. Even,

Total 44, B8till neutral: Oan (1),

In futurs we'll do our bast to have twowseason games. This next round,
howaver, it will be held to retreats and bunildas. This is principally becauss
the GM, S8iwon Billenness, is woving bouss, and it would be well, I think,
to kesp his burden to the minimum,

Winter 1902 retreats, builds and removals ars dus FRIDAY, AUGUST
29, 1986, Here are the addressea:

1at = 15th August - 3imon Billenneas
¢/o Sylvia Passoff
333 N. Rutherford Ave.
Mapaapequa, NY 11758
(516) 293-8453

From 16th August Simon Billenness
530 Vintory Bl'do. l.pta é-r
Staten Island, NY 10301
{no 'phone yet}

Obviously, if you plan to ring your moves, you nsed to do it early
on, One presumes that Simon will have a telephone hock-up at his new
homa, but it might be best not to count on that prior to deadline, Simom
also adviges that if you do ring bis interim addreas ("o/o Faasoff") and
he's not present, learve a mensags or ring againj no-ons slse there is in
any position to mcoept moves,

Vhy don't we all try the USPA this time?

There ars no press,

L7077 00707727707 77 A7 770750777777

ROSS & ERIC DEPT.

By the time you read this, Ross will have meen his first real bameball
game| he and I, and his Grandpa Bill, are golng on 30th July to see the
Fadres lose to the Reds, Next issue will kave a full report on the effect
of this experience on our 1little squirt,

Shortly after you sees thia issue, on 16th Auguast, Roas, Eric and I
are golng camping. One night only, but that's probably emough when you
conpider that Eric has naver been camping before, We'll pitch our tent
somevhers quasi-civiligzed in San Diego's Laguna Mountains, and - arsed
with our new lantern, our new caup stove and our nev mlesping bag for
Erie, we'll ses what we shall see as to how asuceesnful this sort of entepr-
prise can ba.

Well, other fathers have done itj so can I, There remain two fears
that only exparience c¢can deal with: 21) What about polson oak? (2) How
the hell am I supposed to flx breskfaet and watch both of them?

Granola bars, maybe? .

And finally, apropos of the cawping plans, Rosa recently asked, "Deddy,
when we go camping, can T helw met us ths teatf®
"3Jure, Ross," I answersd innoceatly.

"dood, Maybe with me helping, you'll 4o it rightin
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THE GREAT AND GLORIOUS COSTAGUANA MAILING LIST (Players Onmly Edition)

{(Players in 'Gunboat! mre not necesaarily inelwded)

ACHESON, Robert - PO Box 4622, 8ta, S.E., Edmonton, Alta., CANADA TGE 2A0

ADDISON, Bob - PO Box 7393, Silver Spring, MD 20907-7393

ANDERBON, David - PO Box 3767, Pontimc, NI 48059-3761

BAUMEISTER, Konrad = 11416 Parkviev Lane, Hales Cornmers, WI 53130-2442

BILLENNESS, Simom - o/o Passoff, 333 N, Rutherford Ave., Haseapequa, BY 11758
{until 15th August); 630 Yictory Blvd,, #6-F, Staten Island, NY 10301
{theresafter).

BOTINER, Larry - 13833 11th St., #3, Bellevue, WA 98005-2948

BROWN, Dowg - PO Box 584, Penngrove, CA 94951-0584

BROWN, J,Rom - 1528 EL Sersno Pl., Bakeratield, CA 93304-4601

CARTIER, Steve - temporarily iz limbe

CROSPY, John - 1496 Washington Lane, West Chester, PA 19382-6871

CUSACK, Blalr - 1208-1375 Prince of Wales Dr,, Ottawa, Ont., CANADA K2C 3L5

DENNY, Bart = 1410 Meadow Vista Rd., Meadow Vista, CA 95722-9533

FLEMING, Matt =~ 45 ¥, Gilman, #4071, Hadison, WI 53703-1041

FRUEH, Mark = 4320 ¥allace Ave,, St.Louis, M0 63116=1330

GARDNER, Paul - Rt. 1, Box 2338, Newfanme, VT 05345-973%

GIVAN, Evans = 8066 Camstook Ct., Citrus Heights, CA 95610-4606

GORHAM, Deniel = 8§00 8. Euclid, Fullerton, CA 92632-2613

GREIER, Rebert ¥W., Jr, = 35171 Gromiey Rd., Balem, OH 44460-9510

HAQER, Ken = 1543% Sherman Way, #2=11h4, Van Nuys, CA 91406-4239

HEINTZMAN, Nelson T, ~ 2255 Delaware Ave., #C-b4, Buffalo, NY 14216-2621

HENRY, Edyin - 31507 106tk P1, B.E., #3-207, Auburn, WA 95002-308%4

HOFFMAM, Jeff - 3 Camoe Brook Dr., Princeton Junction, NJ 08%530-1601

HOLLEY, Kelinda Ann - PO Box 2793, Huntington, WV 25727-2793

JENSEN, Pat - 712 Minnesota Ave., Albert Lea, MN 56007-3521

KELLER, Mark E. ~ 2 Seaside Ct., Sacramento, CA 95831-377S

LISCHETT, Andy - 2402 Ridgeland Ave., Berwyn, IL 60402-2431

MILLS, Craig - 688 Pluff Bt., #202, Carol Stream, IL 60188-3412

MINSHALL, Conrmd 8. ~ 3702 Tarragona Lane, Austin, TX 78727-6049

O'DONKELL, Robert A, - S8tar Rt. 1, Box 732-37, Winaton, OR 97496-9527

0704, Eric - 1526 N, Lawler Ave., Chicago, IL 60651-1565

PETERS, Marc - 1814 Cameron Dr., #3, Madison, WI 53711-313157

PUSTILNIK, Michael - 140 Cadaan Plaza West, Brooklyn, NY 11201-18k4

SWARTZ, Don ~ PO Box 4757, Louisville, XY 40204-0757

TIGHE, Kevin = 2026 Agate, Eugeme, OR 97403-1751

TOUCHETTEy Plerre ~ 1 rue Georgess, Masson, P.Q., CANADA JOX 2E0

WALKER, John C, = 4819 Corian Oak, San Antonio, TX 78219-1843

WALL, Japes - 114 N, Franklin #1, Madison, Wl 53703-2310

WALTERS, R.Jacob - PO Box 1064, Brockiine, MA 021456-1064

WILCOX, Btephen - 5300 W, Gulf Bank, #103, Houston, TX 77685-2906

1t you're not listed, I threw you out! {Or screwed up....)
Current total ¢irculation 102 (including me as a playar in ‘Ciine').

Oh = I supposes I ought to remark that players signed up for 'Rather Silly'
and 'Railyay Rivals' are alsc not necesmarily included above,
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THE QREAT AND GLORIOUS COSTAGUANA WORD GAME

Many long issuea ago, befors I won the 'Runestons' Poll and became
Gody, I ran a series of games that proved lots of fun for several of us,
I'vs just come into possessicn of another along the pame lines, and thought
we might play with it as well, :

This was given to me by a local friend, and was supposedly ereated by
A local group of nurses. I do not have an anaver shaet, so we're golag to
havs to do some work here if we sxpect to get them all,

EXAMNIRE EACH OF THE FOLLOWING AND IDENTIFY WEAT EACH ACRONYN, PHRASE OR
ABBREVIATION SHOWS,

SAMPLE: 26 - L of the A " 26 Latters of the Alphabet

1. 16 « S. and N,B.K,
2e 100 - M, of the 8.
3, 16 = T. of N.N.C.
be 16 « ¥, on a D.M.C.
5. & - 8. and 5.V.A.
64 12 -~ J. on the 5.C.
?. 10 = D, in a D,

8, 2 -~ We don"t M. a R.
9 8 - 0, in a C.

10, 9 -3, of a C,

1. 80 - D.A., the V.
12, 9 - a 5, in T.5.
13, 64 - 0, in a Q.
14, 40 -~ T, and A.B.
15, 6§ « C, in a 8.P,
16, 25 ~ L. of B.R,
17+ 1~ H. ona ¥,

18. 12 - D, of C,

19. 10 = L.I.B.

20, 7 = D, and 8.W,
21. 13 = in a B.D,

22. 101 - T, to Iy with a D.C,
23, 8 = N, in an 0,
24, 66 ~ B, of the B,
25, 206 « B, of the B,
26, 1 - P, for 1.T,

Atswers - if we get them (I have twelve) printed next time. WNo prises,
just some fun (I hope)., Note: In my opinion, two of thess ars defeotiva,
Cac you figure out which, and why? And thanks to John Worthey for this....



75

GAME 1984¥gf24 - wilsoun 8, Bisael (formerly !the Fatted Calf') (World war
I1ib - ¥winter 2108

Sorry for tha small delay in resstarting, I decided at the last =minute
to hold up on this unti)l this isaue, partly because I'm chegp and didn't
want to fork out postage, and partiy because 1 wanted to settle the zatters
of the Miller Number and the rules. (Note wes tow have a Miller Number; as
to rules, I still ain't got, but I know where I can get them, and I'1ll bhave
them by next deadline,)

All players have agreed to continmue ~ welcoms, and thanks!

Special nots to Mark Frueh: Pleass mark Check #457 out of your gheck-
bhook as void; I've torn it up. Why? Well, believe me, I appreciate the
thought, but I have a policyt If I take an orphan, all players get frae
subs for the duration of the game. In days gone by (iong gone by, thank
God!) I oreated quite a few orphans of my ownp this "nobody-ever-pays-for-
ab-orphen" policy is my way of repaying the hobby, 50, maybs it ain't the
same people I screwed over in the 'seventies ~ well, hey, it's the best I
can do, Anyhoo, nobody owes me money, let's just finieh this thing off
before it grows moss,

Pleass cheok my player msailing 1ist (p.73); threes pliayers in this
gaR¢ have nev addresses since last you heard,

Also, we bave a standby for this game available, 8o from here on I
atiticipate a fairly asooth process.

In COSTAGQUANA, m alightly differesnt game=naming system obtains than
you may be used to, Regular games are naMed for soo animals (with a silly
adjective added); variant gamés uwsed to be named for obscure U.5, vice-
preaidents, but when I loarned that snother OM was doing the sama thing,

I iomediately shifted gZears and started nawing variants after obascure U.5.
postaanters-general, (I work for the Post Office.) Wilaon 5, Bissel was

the first of two Postmasters-Oeneral in the second administration of drover
Cleveland; he served fros 1893-1895 and was from New Tork, I know absolutely
nothing elss about the man, but azx a postal employee and sptamp collector,

I ga?not let him drift into total obmocurity, welcome bask to life, Willia-
baby

AUSTRALIA (Eric Ozog): Builds ¥ Western Austr.
BRAZIL (James Wall): Even .

CANADA (Konrad Baumeister): Even,

CRIKA (Matt Fleming): Even.

EURO, COMMON MET, (Mark Xeller): A Mali /r/ Mau. Removes F Or.5.
INDIA (civil diserder): Even.

PERU. (Jim Burgess): Builds F Inoa.

SOUTH AFRICA (Don Bwartx): A Sud /r/ Zai.
ViB.8,R, (Marc Peters): Builds F Kam.

WARSAW PACT (Mark Frueh): Even,

WEST AFRICA (Andy Liachett): Removes A Gha.

It there is a check in this apace s+ YOUu have Sprisg 2109 maves
oh file. If there isn't a check, or if you want to changs what you've sent,
Spring 2109 is dus SBATURDAY, AUGUST 30, 1986,

THIS I8
THE END
OF THIS
PAd
E



76

DIET DEPARTMENT, COSTAGUANA DIVISION

When this issue ia finally dons, I will have produced the largest
single publication I've ever done, and I'm willing to bet it will prove
the most expensive production in hobby himtery (aside, of course, from
¥).

T In some ways 1t has not been fun, but it will have been umeful, The
major aocomplishment of this isaue is that my backlog is how cleared out,
From thia point on it will be possible to be a little more selective in
arranging content, in such a way that I won't have a need for monster lasues
or olearing of backlog. Attrition in the games will help over time, too.
But, by etiploying creativity, I find that I can do evan mora to help out,

I refer to the isaginative use of the typewriter. '

Typed pagea waste 4 lot of space. I've considered this situation for
quite some while now (at least ten minutes, whioh is how lomg it takes to
drive home from dropping Ross and Eric at school), and I've realized that
part of my space problem ia merely poor planning and mivuse of skills
readily available,

Some examples:

1, My writing tends to wander., B8Simple sentsncea ars bast. Can yom
belisve hovw muoh space I wanated on my camping trip article, when all I
really had to say was, "Ross and I went camping. It was fun. DBuffalo ars
big. The snd.#

2. If ona writes clearly not to say auccinctly snough it will not he
necessary deaplts tke conventions and or high schocl English clasass to
set apart clauses dependant or otherwise with space-wasting punctuation

3. If you have the right kind of typar, you don'’t really have to lsave
all thape blank lines between mentences. You might even reduce it to half-

EEo6R8-41E410, 20 -4t 2000 08 Rakight,Doon

5« 1 have often wondered just why most typists insist on using theas big wide margins for ever
6. Eliminat unecesary ltre frm wds,
7. 1 can always pave eight letters and one space by ochanging my name to
John Dosl

Bs prepared, in future, to see some implementation of thess and other
ldens in these pages. But,..perhaps net -ﬁi
thém,

FEEEEAE seoddidd dosads BBGEwE OB GEn PeRbIWw SmeeRs SRS FAS REESENR APREBN Sgpad

GAME 1986 7 - Thomas R, Marshall (*Jihad') = Final countdown “

We're ready. In about ten days (not wore) you'll get the game list,
a reprinted map (better guality, and a few touchuups), and some oclarifi-
cations of points that have confused a couple of you,

So why the stall? Well, unfortunately, one player im in a state of
flux Jugt now, and has no address, So until he does {he says *the first
week of Auguat') he can't get mail.

Yeah, I know you're sager. Me too, But we'll still be going just
about when I'd planned; firat movea will be due two lssues hence, maaning
late Septesber, meaning just whem you're getting the kids baok to school
and are too busy to make maves...,

SEE AlLso P, g4
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Julie Starbrite:
“l may be just a fantasy, but I'm still mef”

‘Gunboat’ - Winter 1902
The retreat: Rusa A Sav=Moa,

The builds: ENG, F Loa., FRA, F Bre. ITALY, A Ven, F Ronm
ﬂll. A Gon, ) ) B.Ill

- 8pring 1903

(one short).

ENGLAND: & nwy-swe, f lon (s) eng-nth, f den (s) hel-kie. f hel-kis.

f .ﬂs-l‘lthi

FRANCES a ruh (=) sun-kie. = gas-spa. & munrkie, { bre-eng.
bre-sng. f bel {(a) bre-eng.

GERMARY: a pru-var. g holokie. [ sve=bot,

ITALY: =& bud (a) vis-gal. a nap-apu. & vis«gal., a ven.tyo,
! tun-iot.

RUSEIAT a mon-sev, a ukr (s) mog-sev. a gal-rus, f kis-den,

TURKEY: a ser (a) rum. a ze¥ (s) rum, n cop-bul, f amy-eps,
ss¥, f seg-ion, I rum ﬂaz sev,

f ajd (=)

f rom=-nap,

f bla (m)

The retreat: Hwe A Gal to Boh, 8il, or poof, Fall moves may be
conditional (now why do I alvays say that? ¥ou know!), and are due en

Saturday, the 30th day of Avgust of 1986,

And now, building to a ssashing climax with Suzanne, here are

THE FRE3S

ENGLAND TO FRANCE: Tour last move attempt was lean than amusing., 1If you'
build in Brest, I guemns thls means WAR| Germany (Mr. Knockwurst) and 1

will attack Belgiuva in alliance, Your growth could be at an snd, and Turkey
will 1iksly control the game, If you stay out of the Channel - I will too =

ve will wipe Germany and then on to Italy and Russis before Turkey. We

will winl

ITALY TO FRANCE: If you want to see sose motion, lat's mpet somewhsrsl

Say, London, Kisl, Warsaw?

FROK FRANCE WITH LOYE TO ENGLAND: My deay Royal Cousin, porry about my
last moves, but our secret service reported that you were going to try

for our seaport of Brest, Now that we know you are firm in your allianmce,
80 are the Frenchl Long live the French-Engliah Friendship Alliancelll!
(By the way, wish you could have been hers for the baheading of our former
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noubers of the seoret service. Just {0 make an sxample of them, they were
tortured for asveral days, then whipped naked through ths straste, and
finally had their palnful existence come to an end on the chopping blookl)

ROME TO CONSTANTINOPLE: Go eany on the flests, Let's rot roock the hoat,
okay?

TURKEY TO RUSSIA AND ITALYy While you fors a shield wall against we, bewmre
of your other neighbors!

NAPLES TO MARSEILLES: I sorewsd things up meeting my lover in Naples.
But I bulld two, with one on hand for later, The Freuch Riviera will mese
pigea yat!

GERMANY TQ ENGLAND: Wasvematts = no aplea anglie?

ROME TO PARIS: Why don't you renams the English Channsl to the French
Channel?

FROM FRANCE WITH LOVE TO SUZANNE: Would you like to join our secret servioe
corpa? We ssem to have a few openingal

ENGLAND TQ SUZANNE: Now, after sesing your pleture, I remember why I play
these gamas, Stay away from that frisky Ed Msess.

GERMANY TO G.M.1 Nice logo. Got anything in color?

JAMUL TO GERMANY: Funny you should write that after I already decided on
this issue's cover. (If it works!)

ITALY TO JAMUL: Canadian bacon? Yeschi! Heathenl

JAMUL, TG ITALY: Heathen wy patootiel TYou want something disgustiag, there
ie actually a place in town that has Turkey and Pinsapple Pizzal

((And now - fasten your meat belts, cross your legs for safety, and....})

SUZANNE to UNCLE CONNIE and the GANG FROM GUNBOAT -- Hi again! Thanks guys
for a real experience -~ I've NEVER, EVER lost a game in only four moves
before. I mean, even in chess I'm usually good for at least 10.

I wasn't sure whether I'd write again, because you got to admit that
most of your contributions are still pretty BORING! Fleets, armies, blah,
blah, blah. That cute JAMUL guy sometimes has a witty comment, but there
isn't much for him to respond to.

But then I saw the "logo"” for the game, and thought whoa, whoever
thought that one up must have an imaginatien. 8o, my creative logo
designer, thanks very much —- that's a very flattering fantasy of what I
might look like. (Actually it's not too far off, but I don't think I've
ever been photographed in precisely that pose befcore! Maybe one day . . .}

Well, as you know, I lucked into a summer job at a national park
somewhere in the northwest -~ don't ask me how I got it! I'm not really .
gquallfied for any of this, though I'm outdoorsy in an amateurish way.

Anyhow, now that the pressure of school is off, I've been able to do
something about these sexual fantasies of mine -- though nothing turns out
exactly the way you expect it to, you know?

Things were pretty gquiet for the first couple of weeks here, but one
morning I was sent along with another girl (Sandy) to check on the campers
in the wilderness area. Sandy had been along the trail before -- it takes
about four hours through some rough terrain to cover it. I thought our
supervisor was rather "liberated” in letting a couple of women tackle this,
but I heard later that it was his way of breaking us in.
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Anyway, we we're hiking aleng this trail, and had checked people at two
sites without problem. The campsites are about a half-mile apart, so
they're fairly isolated. At the third site nobody was around, which isn't
unusual —— if the camp looks lived in, we just try to catch them the next
time. But Sandy said there was a small waterfall and pool not far off the
trail, which I had never seen of course, so we dediced tec take a look. And
sure enough, as we came down through the trees, we could see a couple
swimming in the river. I was just about to call a greeting, when suddenly
Sandy sshhhhhhed me.

*Come over here a minute,” she whispered, and lead me over to a rock
outcropping that completely concealed us, while still gilving us a clear
" view of the pool.

In a few moments the couple emerged from the water. I guess they were
about 25 to 30 years old. The woman had dark, shoulder length hair, soft
pretty features, stood maybe 5' 6''. The man was reddish haired, with a
beard and a trim muscular body -- about 5' 11''. aAnd . . . they were
both naked!

Well, why the hell not? what's wilderness camping for, if not to get
back to nature, But this couple had more in mind. Their foreplay must
have begun in the water, because the man had a whopping big erection -- I'd
never seen a cock s¢ big, except in the movies. 1In a second they were
standing on the bank, embracing. They stood in exact profile to us. He
began to fondle one of her breasts while running his other hand up and down
her back and ass., She had one hand wrapped around that super-cock and sort
of tugged at his balls with the other.

"How'd you like some of that up your pussy?” Sandy whispered at me,
grinning. I was somewhat taken aback by her . . . crudeness? I might
think and write that way in Costa, but I've never talked that way in public
-- even in the girlis' locker room, . '

But puttlng aside how the question was put, the idea was rather
appealing! But something odd struck me. I pulled Sandy down beside me

behind the rock. )
' "Hey, how'd you know about this?" 1 asked her. "You knew something was
. up before they even got out of the water.®

*T didn't exactly EKNOW, dummie,” Sandy replied, hushing me to keep my
voice down. "I sort of guessed. I met these gquys last summer -- and at
the time, they said it was . . . a sort of annual thing for them."

*30 what happened last summer?® I whispered back.

"Suzannel Later, alright? We're missing the show!"

So we crept back to the top of the outcropping, and found our horny
couple had repositioned themgelves. They had moved over to this large
fallen tree, and the womanh was bent at the waist, her handsa on the trunk.
The man was screwing her from behind. We didn't have a good view of the
"action® any more, because they were now mostly facing us, but we could
tell by the jiggle of the lady's breasts each time that hbeautiful rod was
sent home. She was sort of swinging her head back and forth in rhythm, and
her delighted moans were very audible. They were on a slight ingline, so
the man was able to remain falrly erect (his posture, that isl), holding
onto her hips. They seemed to keep this up for guite a while, though it
was likely only five minutes, before the rhythm got very frantic., The
woman seemed to be in the midst of a whopper orgasm when she threw her head
back with a cry —- and looked us both straight in the eyel .

I immediately rolled back, practically injuring myself on an exposed

_root. Sandy didn't even budge,
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"Hey, look who's herel™ I hear from beyond the outcropping. It can
only be the woman's voice. "The ranger girli"

"Tremendousg!” This is the guy. “Come on over, we're okay."

Sandy moves out from behind the outcropping and hops down to the bank.
I am frozen.

.. "It's Sandy, isn't it?" comes the woman's voice. "Nice to gee you, We
didn't think we'd ever meet again after last year."

"I enjoyed the job so much I came back for seconds,” Sandy replied,
laughing. .
you?:That'E Super," says the woman. "But I thought I saw someone with

"Yeah. Suzannnnnnne, you can come out now."

I begin to drag myself to my feet.

_ "Oh, ohhhh!" exclaims the woman. “You brought another girl with you
éhlf :ime? That's very naughty of you . . . do you think you're up to this
raig?"

The quiet Craig was apparently up for it, because as I came out from
behind the outcropping and down to meet them I realized with a shock that
this guy still had an erection ~-- whether he had never lost it or quickly
recovered, I don't know, but I now found myself in the company of two other
women, and one guy with the most fantastic boner I had ever seen, I can
tell you, gunboaters, I never had 3 fantasy that prepared me for this!

"I think Craig's uwp for it," Sandy said, and both women laughed. It
seemed that as I was sizing up Craig (11 or 12 inches) Craig had been
slzing up me, and was apparently pleased. '

"Yup, long and blonde, that's how I like ‘em, eh babe,” Craig joked,
a}applng the woman on her bare ass. T found this rather strange, since his
wife({?) was neither blonde nor long, though she was beautiful. "Hey, how
about a swim for old time's sake, Sandy?"

Sandy and Craig started off for the water, and I blurted out: "But we
didn't bring suits?” They didn't seem to hear me.

"Don't worry. This'll be fun, Suzanne,” the woman whispers into my |
hear, close. "By the way, my name is ponpa, Let me give you a hand,"

I am stunned again —— pretty near comatose, because I can't believe
this is happening. I can't believe Sandy didn't give me any warning, I
can't believe the size of Craig's cock. And I can't believe that Donna is
unbuttoning my uniform shirt, slipping it off my shoulders, unsnapping my
bra {(from the front} and admiringly caressing my tits and tentatively
touching my nipples with her tongue before dropping to her knees, loosening
my belt, unzipping my zipper, pulling my pants down off my hips, slipping a
finger inside my panties and gently exploring my pussy, and finally
elipping my panties off altogether with butterfly strokes down my ass and
the back of my legs.

I've been like a statue though all thig =- though pliable when I was
needed to be. Donna stood up, somehow managing to nuzzle her own erect
nipples against mine, She must have been on tippy toe. "Ready for a
swim? "

*Sure," I replied, though I wasn't too sure about anything.

Somehow I had missed Sandy's disrobing, for she and Craig were already
*in the water. Donna lead the way and dove straight in from a rock near the
waterfall . . . I followed suit, and came up gasping! I'd forgotten these
streams were glacier-fed. Cold}

Anyway, I soon warmed to the spirit of ©
cold water had its effect on Craig’s cock, a
each of us dove under water and gave him a "

hings, as it seemed that the
nd we made up a game in which
bubble job", seeing who could
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stay under the longest. Pretty soon we were all laughing uproariously, and
loudly humming the theme from "Jaws" every time it was someone’'s turn to
"Dive, dive, divel™

After about half-an-hour we retreated to the sunshine on the bank, and
it was time for Craig to do his thing. He took us one at a time, while the
other twe watched. Maybe I won't go intoc all the details about this --
let's just say he managed to fuck all three of us {(Sandy first, me second,
Donna last) in three different and creative pesitions (oh, alright, if you
MUST know, in MY case he went down on me until he knew I was ready, and
then he sat on a rock and I sat in his lap, facing him, literally impaled
on this giant cock . . . ‘he played with my breasts and I rocked back and
forth until I came . . . um, twice I think),

So, gunboaters, what do you think? I'll tell you, it's strange when
something that sounds like a sexual fantasy becomes a reality. I'll
probably never see Craig or Donna again {unless I pull Sandy's trick). 1
got myself thoroughly screwed, in a theroughly kinky fashion, but
something's missing. You know, since that day I sometimes fantasize about
Craig -- not about his y'know'what, but about him as a person. 1 fantasize
a personality for him ., . . maybe he's an architect who designs beautiful
homes, maybe he enjoys a special kind of music, maybe he's a Big Brother --
I don't knowl But scemehow I don't think either Craig or Donna are that
kind of people -- they zeemed to have nothing but sex on the brain, which
is damned scary, because I'm like that sometimes.

Make that a let of the time, for Chrissakest

Well, Conrad, looka I'll I've broken your photocopying budget again ...
but, heck, maybe 1'11l just send you some color slides of life in our "au
naturel" national parks, and then you won't have to stand in line with all
the other postal employees for the matinee at the Puasycat theatre
downtown, It'll save you a bundle, How's about that? Love, Suzanne.

JAMUL: Whew! Amnd to think that Ross and 1 went camping to see buffalosc..

JAMDOL II: I suppose some readers will asee the preceding as pornography.
Well, for the record, here's how I feel about that:

1. Webater defines 'pornography'! as "Material which deplets erotic
behawiour and is intendad to causs sexual excitemesnt,” No comment is of=
foered as to right or wromg, gocd or bad, ste.

2+ Soms courts have demlt with pornography iz terms of *‘redeeming social
value® - poapibly the ultimate im intepgiblea, For my money, the imapginative
use of the language is & major factor. Thus, I Judge by such things asm,

did the author smay 'cumnilingus' or ‘orotoh-gobhle??

3. Perhape By views are slightly coloured by the fact that my very
firet girlfriend waes named Sandy. As a matter of fact, her name was {how
appropriate) Sandy Pall., I cannot help but think I may have mentloned that
faot to Suzanne Auring one of cur ocoffee-meethiigs...,

ko I an a firm and absclute baliever that sex in all its forms, unless
involving coercion or violence, cannot be other thanm healthy, Whan expressed
with ereativity, it can give ue health of body and mind as well as the
pleasure of fine writing,

S5e Sussone is spacial to me, She needs no defense, End of sermon,

THE NEXT TwO PAGES consist in last meason's !'COLFAX' press, which as
you may resember was printed for playerm only by flyer. Here's the flyer.
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SCHUYLER COLFAX - Press for Fall 1902

RUSSIA TO JAMUL: There are a 10t of things that I muat learn about this
gane, I have never heard of the "I losgt interest" ploy. This game is
opening my eyes a lot, dJlad that I joinedl

JAMUL: The "I lost interest” ploy? Extremely famousl Think of it this
way: If you write a press release, and I gtart a regponee and then logs
interest, I juast stop typ

ENGLAND TO FRANCE: 1 vacated the Channel, hopefylly never to return, If
you occupied it, which I doubt, go back to the Mid-Altantic and after thome
atinking pizza makera., We're alliea.

KAISER TO ENGLISH KING: You wouldn't like it over here - ¢cold, damp, rotten
foodj thers ain't a burger in 200 miles of the joint, C'mon, all wo fellow
Germanics under the akin want to do is help the BEF to 1its rightful lands

80 oruelly lost over the lsst thousand years.s..

KAISER TO CZAR: However, I'm open to any auggestions right now....

KAISER TO SULTAN: See note to Czar; ditto.

KAISER TO QO0D: Wait 'til I get my hands on you for this one,...

ITALY TO TURKEY: And if I go for the Frenchman, what, pray tell, will you do?

FROM FRANCE WITH LOVE TO ITALY: No, I don't truly believe the Brit, and aa
far as Italians being better lovers, welllllllll nooooocoocow let's see some
action so we can judge itl1!!1}ill]

ENGLAND TO RUSSIA: I did not take St.Petershurg this time becauss I'd )ike
still to see you recover and take on the evil Turk. But on the apring move,
I expeot some gupport into Sweden,

SUZANNE TO ENGLAND, RUSSIA AND TURKEY: Thanks for being friendly, but it
peen that I'm not very good at this game. I'm right in the middle of
starting my summer job, at a naticnal park in the northwest, ao I haven't
wuch time right now - but maybe Conrad will let me have a few words next
iasue even if France and Italy tosg me on my duff out of the game,

tBye for now - Suganhe,

JAMUL: Oh, you needn't worry; elimination is no barrier to verbosity. I'd
be honored to have you continue your contributiona...in fact, for me, it's:
eanier this way, you can write whatever yon wish without worrying sbout the
stupld units....

FROM FRANCE WITH WONDER TO TURKEY: So you don't want Rome?7??7 And they
announced in the last iszsue that they wars the world*a best lovers!l!|!

Now just what do you expect to find in Norway? Norway?7??? I can't belisve
1ttt

CLYDE ™) SYRIA: Nah na na na na nah,

ROME TO JAHMUL: TIt's simple to understand, Everybody intends to take the
other six, Sece?

JAMUL: 0Oh, ckay., You mean like, with Austria, "one down and five to go?"
Yeah, that makes sense....

KAISER TO ARCHDUKE: Qat the hell zut of ilierei Where am I going to hold
Oktoberfest with all your hobnail~-booted tourists cramming the place?

HELJOLAND T¢ MUNICH: Hope you asurvived. Hel to Kie in the apring?
JAMUL: The preceding is an Edsel-type prees relsase - obeoclete,...
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NAPLES TO MARSEILLES: All depends on how you fix it, Try sausage and
double cheese,

JAMUL: Yerch! Try taking the sausage off and substituting Canadian bacon!

FROM FRANCE WITH DISBELIEF TQ ENGLAND: Did our alliance and treaty of peace
call far English naval units in the Channel??? Please remove the patie and
we can win the game togatharlll|

JAMUL: Edsels are in this year!

KATSER TO JAMUL: Hey, I thought if it was without press it was 'Gunboat’
but if it was with press it was *Anonymity?’

JAMUL: Hmg...you may be right. I don't really know. When I firat played
this thing, twenty years ago, it was 'Anonymity' and there was no such thing
an ‘Gunboat,' Now that I've come back to the hobby after a hiatus, I find
that there are ten trillion ‘Gunboat! games but no 'Anonymity' at all. I
Just assumed they'd ohanged ths name, But saybe hot,..are we playing the
wvrong game? Doesa that make us irregular? Shall we try AnonyMetamucil?

Ve T e VT e IV Ve Ve T T TR T T T e e e e T T

I CANNOT HELP MYISELF! I simply can't resist reprinting, from Mark Berch's
1atest DIPLOMACY DIGEST, one of the warmest and most touching comments ever
aade on a Dipsgine - hia statement about COSTA's wia of the ‘Runsstons' Poll:

"COSTAGUANA has won the Runestons 2ine Poll for 1986. This result was
richly deserved. Detween Conrad's superb writing and the exceptionally
weaty letter column, yon bave a sensational rine, one of only three that
" I rated *'10* in the Poll...{((there follow commants about my decision to
limit suba, whioh as you know has been rescinded)) (His decision) ahould
not, however, deter you from trying to get this extraordizary gine, Write
him anyway...and put on the full grovel treatment. Alternatively, ask to
go on the waiting list. Every zine has some turnover, and Conrad implies
that he will be pruning eome deadwood out, In addition, I stand willing te
form a pecoidary market in COSTAGUANAs, If you would liks to sub, but
saR't, or if you do sub and ars willing to pass your coples along to some-
ohe alge, contaot me and I will try to match people up. I know this is an
extreme action to take, but COSTAGUANA-deprivation is not a pretty thing,
and ay subbers to DD &¢ deserve the best."

Mark = thank yow. Actumlly, that's a stupid thing to say; it expresses
at best a more tonth of how I fesl for the genercsity of that paragragph,
Obvicusiy yow won't need to sufler the secondary market, but that doesn't
change in the elighteat the truth of the following:

Mayba it was smog, Maybe {t was somebody's cigarette in the next booth,
Maybe I wap fuming at the poor waitress service, or at the cost of colour
photecopying, 1 dunne, But I kid you not, as I read your statement over
breakfast this morning, I could swear that it was not coffes steam clouding
By glessen....

That one hit home, Mark, You can never know just how much,

And one mors - one of those remlly special things that happens ohce

in a 11fetime, I've uo idea how well it will reproduce, but I'1l try it,
It's from Jokn Walker.
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ONCE UPON A DEADLINE

Way back on an earlier page I made some comments on Bruce Linsey's
latest publication (with the headline title), a handbook for publishers
and gamesmasters. I stated at that point that a further review in depth
would follow.

Today - the day I intend to go to press at last - the latest DIPLOMACY
DIGESYT wandered in trom Mark Berch, And in it, there isx an in-depth review
that is &0 thoroughly germane, so utterly fitting, so - PERFECT! - that I
find myaslf utterly compelled to snitech it from him, wholly without per-
mission, and reprint it here. Normally I'd ask first, but I haven't time
if I plan to include it now, Forgive mwo, Mark; it's just that I cannot
imaging doing a better job, and - as do you = I want people to buy the

For publishers snd GHy comesa ONCE UPON A DEADLINE, the new Handbook -
wlth emphasis on the 'book,' This astonishing publication runa over 200
pagen, and by the usual hobby standarda, these are oversined pages. There
are well over 100 itewms appearing here, ranging in size from a fraction of
& page to S-plus-page jobm., 29 people wrote material for this publication,
snd when reprinted material is included, you will hear the voices of 80
peaple - surely a hobby record.

The result is a publication of both diversity and depth. Alwost every
toplc imaginable has been coversd, Handling the Cloaked Error, the Great
Joint rders Coup, gase~ending votes, the Paychology of Folding, conditional
ordary and keeping gase records are just a few examplea of topica which are
aendom written on, but which are important,

Even mors impressive are the topies en which you are expomed to several
different points of view., Bhould We Blacklist Dropouts? Should results
be given ovut by 'phone? Trades va, Mutual Suba ~ WVhigh is Better? Striet
va. Lenient GMing. Best of all are topics on which a whels range of people
contribute. Yor example, what actumlly conastitutes GM interfersnce? Bruce
sets out tem hypothetical situations, You san then sit back and hear ten
different people approamch theze questions, and you'd be surprised at how
varied the responses are, The excellent House-Rulses Forum which recently
ran in a nusber of issues of COSYAGUANA has been collectsd here, and it
refleots a lot of careful thinking about how games should be run, and what
choices a GM makes, whether he realizes it or not.

It 1s this diversity of viswpoint that is not only OUAD'a greatest
atrength, but also the vay in which it most faithfully reflecta the game
and hobby of Diplosacy. Postal Diplomacy is fascinating in large part be-
caune the game draws into it such different approaches and philosophiea of
Play. And the hobby is vibrant because it presente, and integrates, & wide
varisty of views and values., Unlike, say, THE GAMER'S GUIDE TO DIPLOMACY,
which largely presents one personte view, OUAD presents a wide array of
views, exactly as the hobby itself does. It makes for the most well-rounded
hobby ?u oation T have ever seen,

((Mark now goes into a fairly extended dimcourse on the content of
OUAD. Rather than reprint this, I'll offer you two chojces: TYou can either
subacribe to DD, or buy CUAD. My suggestion im that you do both,))




Unfortunstely, since this was put eut by Bruce, 1t's lnevitable that
some publishers will mot tell their resders abent this publication, ev =
will dump o it for just that ressen. Tudesd, that bagen well Wafewe &4 .
cama out, Dick Maptisn, who hadn't seen & wingle puge of it, writes (dn .-
LIFE OF NONTY #63) that “it's a ong-sen show, by Bruos Lingsy, for.the

grester glory of Bruce Linssy,” and thai "itis another deapsrate greap fox
" attention by Liasey. And Jobn Carsso has snde some disparaging comments
aa well, {({Mark's sxplication discmsses this firther. 7The gist is - asd
I fully comsur, if sanything sven more stromgly - tiat advazve jaraing mere}y
bedauss there's a Linssy involvement is ssinine. Those vho do snch things
demean Merely thessslves., Okay, so you don't like Bruce, Fins, That’as
your affair, and we aceept it, low would you please be s0 kind as to shwt
the hell up and let the rest of ua jJ OUAD on its merits instead of on
your infantile prajudiges? Thank you,))

Even if you never intend to publish a xine or GM x gane, I sm sure you
will find this of intersst and value. cne who resada this will gaiu a
greater understanding of, and appreciation for, what GHa and publishers do.
And if it tempis you to start up a sine, iry a subsine, or sontributs te
one, or perhapa guest-GM & gamei o much the better. Thema activities are
a lot of work, but immenasly rewarding, and there are sany different ways
of going about doing it, That mensage comes very clearly through the Aand-
book.

I'm an Archivist, and I've seen it all, In my view, thism 1z the richest
asateur publication ever to arise from the Diplowscy hobby, Of courae, not
avary single eseay in hers is tirst-ratej that would bs virtually imposaible
for something of this size. But taken aollectively, this publication is a
triomph, Everyone vho contributed should be pleased that their writing
appearsd in such & aplendid vehiols, ((We are, we artce..)}

1 cannot urge you too strongly to buy this., $3 from Bruce Linsey,

73 Aahuelot St., #3, Dalton, MA 01226-1403.

{(Mark then offers, for his subscribera, to lend thew the $3 if need
bs, and to refund the purchass price in full if anyone 44 dissatiatied.
I'11 go him one batter: If you are a COSTA pubscriber snd want it but
haven't got the bucke, just say #0f I will buy you one. No loans; & free
gift, just 'oos I like yowm, Aind I will alao echo Mark's money-back offer;
If you buy it and don‘t like it, send it back to Brusej I'il refund the
prics myself.

({And to Mark - thanka, 1 hope, Zor not being upset that I awiped your
review. It said it all, quite niocaly.

({And finally - This atolen review came from DIPIOMACY DIGNST, whish
Mark has published nearly forever. It costs $4.50 for tsn Ipaues. If there
is a better investment in this world, with the possible sxception of food,
I'd 1like to know abaut 1t. Mark lives at 492 Naylor Place, Alexandria,
VA 22304-2227, A good time to write weuld be NOW1))

LTt

.min Fy_u (ef, F,76): Ub-oh. The one playsr Beationed whose addrews ia -

o, nov fallen into even greater liwbo. T'ys fired off o Hets
roquesting clariffoation. If ¥e's otill in, fiuej we start, If ho has to
wikhdray, 1'11 be sorzry - but ve'll still start, by vivtee of promoting ~ ~°
the alrssdy-en-tap stamdby to full statos, (And we even have & second
standby tool) 8o ~ a vesk or a equib sore, and we're off!

= e =
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THE GREAT AND GLORIOUS ARCHIVISTA' DEBATE

EDPITOR'S NOTE: A certaln percentage of the readership has expreased
a desire that I ssh-can this discussion/debate/interchangs/"feuwd"/whatever.
Agreed, What follows is the eund. I admit freely that I regret ever having
gotten it started in the first place {by printing a letter 1 should have
refused), Having done that, however, I insiat that a ressonable right of
reply is only proper,

Following ars 'reasonable replies'! {rom Elmer Einton, MNark Berch and
Larry Peery. The only other ‘resscnghle right' I had held spacse for waz
Walt Buchanam, but he ham chosen not to get involved, so after this, it is
at an and in theme pages, MNaturally, I recerve the right to interject the
odd .comiantese.

¥We Elmer Tou say you want a reply to Walkerts leattar of last irsus, eh?
Hinton, Jr. V¥ell, [rankly, I don't telieve it deuserves ons after the way
in which he has insulted the intelligence of your readers with
his moat recent latter. He starts out by saying that I 1lie. He failse to
pelnt any liea out, of course, Ho goes on to may that he has no doouments-
tion « only memory, and we must be content that his "memory" is better than
the dogumentation that has completely damned his allegations, He then
repeats hia prior asserticns, in spite of their harvring been disproved a few
pages sarlier. Ne concludes DY attempting to define a field vhere he ad-
nitted baving no exparience, and offers to wsell teo we lasaves of his zine
(s slup in the face of thoae who have gone oui of their way to donate fully,
aor {or postage alone, hundrads of sines in just the last two moathe).

Frankly, Conrad, such letters am Rod'm laat sare sesn for the mendaciousm
diatribes they are, without any further e fort on my part. Whan Rod hanm
facts, vhe he has becoms well-informed adbout currsnt evente and has docu-
mentation to offer, then let hiam speak. Not hefore.

I will note only twe points in paseing: (1) In his meagre attempt to
throw doubl on a postmark which was not altered in any way prior to copying,
in easily put to rests At your request, Conrad, I will serd you the card
for examination, Your experience with postmarks may decide the cage, (2)
If Rod can point out a single lie about Bill Quinm, be is welcome to maks
that attenpt, However, it is a considerably weak ploy to try to faoe down
the facts ¢f the case being argued by dragging im aide imeues and unrelatsd
argussnts, If he wishes to argue the facts psrtinent to the Archivas, he
may do ao. If ha wishes to argus ancther omee, hs May do that toe, Howaver,
having to reply to one of his porridges of lies, iunnusndos and unrelated
ingidents is net worthwhile. I will take the advice of Eric Verheiden, who
said the followlng to mes when we both aat on Walker's rigged IDA board:
{5-9-80) "As for Valker, he deals in personalities to an extent that I do
not approve of. I've eeen on the recelving end of it before and I suggeat
you simply ignore it."

({Y think I can comment ¢n the igeus of the allegedly forged postmark
howj there's no need to send we an original, I've neen the clear photocopy.
1 bave been a postal employee for 15 years, with wvide experience in all
mauner of postwarik. I'm also a certified Expert for the American Phila-
telic Boolety, with = speclalty 4in forged postmarks -~ admittedly from
British Bornee, but oddly enough the problems ars fairly common in their
easencs to all parts of the world. Anyway: There's ne forgexy hers,

What Elmer has is a cancellation applisa by & rotary die hub suffering
from ink buildup., Happens all the time, especially vith the old Mark II
wachines oommonly in uwse in the 'aeventies, Curiously, I explained the
essence of this to Rod befores he wrote his lettsr,..,))



88

Mark Elpsr'a latter on hobby history mentions we many times, and I'd
Berch like to put some comments in.
flia firet episode deals with the tranafer of DV from you, nct to

him, but to Jerry Jones instead. In this, I functioned as a reporter, trying
to gst the mtory out. For those interestsd, see DIPLOMACY DIGEST 19. I was
rather surprised, to say the leamt, that no one, not you, mot Jerry, not
Walt, bothered to tell Elmer that he wasn't going to get it after allj he
actually learnsd that from me, With regard to your cooments on this, I must
eay that they are momewhat at variance with what you wrote in CLAW & FANG 98
on the matter. In that letter, you sald that you were quite bitter about
vhat some unnamed parson (but you said it wasn't Jerry Jonee) had done to
Elper. You said that you actually supported such actions, though you werea't
proud of that, nor kindly disposed to those who instigated it, I must say
that this didn't come through at all in your essay in the last COSTA.

({May I interrupt? I haven't the alighteet recollection of writing
the letter to CLAW & FANG, but if those were the sentimenta 1 expreseed,
they are largely accurate. Nor do I think they are very much at variance
with last COSTA, Im both cases I acknowledged that I supported the action
against Elmer; in both cases I expressed distaste for this rolej and in
both cases I exoneratsd Jerry., The principal differemce, it would peenm,
is that in my later easay I have come to realize that I am most upset by
my own spinelesa behaviour; perhaps in CLAW & FANG days I hadn't fully
arrived at that analysis, This theory is supported, I would think, by
your remarking my failure to do Elmer the aimple oivility of even telling
him. If there are other discrepancles not treated with in your aummery
of my C&F letter, perhapa you'd be kind snough to send me & copy of that
portion of the issue, and I'1l gladly treat with it.))

The archives business is another matter. When I started up the reprint
rine DIPLOMACY DIGEST, I had only a modest-slised collection, and cast about
for more matarial. This included writing Walt Buchanan in the latter part
of 1977, to sea if he had anything te unload, Walt was very enthusiastic
about DD. He had done moms reprinting in his HODSIER ARCBIVES, but this
was on a much bigger ascale. He had mthing then, but promiged to help
latur,

In mid=-1978, Walt announced that he was tlosing the 'Hoosier Archives.’
({NOTE: We must diastinguish between Walt's zine and his collection, bdoth
of which bore the same title. In my style, the zine £s in CAPS.)) This
involved two motions, The first was to divert the stream of trade coples
which was coming in for DW. TFubbers were told to send thelr issuss to
you, Coarad. As I underatand it, you weren't interestsd in storing them,
80 you turned thess coplea ovar to Rod, who in turn shipped them to Socott
Harley, who didn't do much of anything with them, but was interested in
c¢ollecting them. As I underatand it, the selection of Scott was dome by
Rod, and later ratified (though not publicly) by Walt. Scott was later
to move to NIC when he got a job with GAMES magasine, and turned over all
hia zinss to larry Peery, who appropriated the title of Archivist, which
infuriated Elmer Hinton, who insisted that either no-one carry the title
of Archiviat or, if anyone did, it be he. Oot that? A quis will follow,

Ths other of Walt's actions was to take care of the 'Hoosier Archives
Spares.' In thls regard, Elmer says, "Marley, who waa under thes mistaken
impreseion that the archive was an arm of DV instead of Walt's personal
projectss.s”™ 1In reality, the *Hoosier Archives' was soms of sach, Walt
got his zinea from two sourcea. The Iirst was trade coples for DW, which
ha continued to get even after he was no longer publishing DW. 1In fact,
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Walt was even able to persuade many publishers to actually send him two
copies of their sines for one of DWl (It'a not surprising that Walt won
nearly all his postal Dip gamea. How many paople today could talk pubbers
into a 2=-for-1 trade?) In addition, Walt talked people into turning over
their sine collections to him, uvsually at the polnt wheam they were learving
the hobby. This wam very important for gaining material from the 60s, and
for galning British material. Walt was able teo do this on the basls of
haring earned people’s respect for what he was doing, and bacauvse he was
personally very well liked, Except for a small group in NY City, Walt wans
a vary popular figure in the hobby, and had an extensive network of personal
contaota. Peopls were also very appresciative about DW ~ nothing else like
it even remotely existed in the hobby,

A1l of this generated a lot of duplicates, Walt was extremely anxious
to get rid of them. We are talking now some time in the latter half of
1979, 1 contacted him again, and I atill wanted the aparea, He was very
pleased to send them to me, becauss he wvas very pleassd with DD. I did
talk to him on the phone at tha time. I don't remember all the details,
but he did tell we then that Elmar was also interested in the zines, as
well as Scott. I told him that omce I had the zines, I would dispome of
them as I saw fit. Unlike Walt, T had no interest in saving duplicates,

I would distribute thes to whoever wanted thes, Walt was extremely leery
of Elmer, to say the leant. In part, he was relying on what Rod told him
(Rod wae very oppossd to Elmer, and oppomed to my eyven mending Elmer spares.
Rod wae very bothered by the non-amatsuy status of GPA, He felt that Elmer
wvas one of those who dropped in and out of active hobby isvolvement, had
such trouble getting along with people that he'd never be able to be an
effective arochivist, didn't alwaye tell the truth, eto,, ete,, eto.) But
in part,; Walt didao*t fully trust Elmer. Walt felt thet Elmer was extra-
ordinarily pushy, that what Elmer really wanted was the main collection,
ard that the spares wers just something he'd make do with., {(This latter
point seenms to be consistent with Elmer's letter which you printed.)

Tou must understand what we are talking about. There were 18 boxes,
each 50-60 pounds, closs to half a ton of zines. For this I paid walt the
UPS bill ({(chokel}), 50c each for the boxes thempslves (!), and a long-
texrm DD mub, which just finished this past year.

About this time I got an incredible letter from Elasr, the first
time I'd ever heard from him. It was the most belligerent lstter I'd ever
gsotten in =y lifre, full of accueations about how I'd stolen the spares,
somsthing which was manifestly impossible. It was to be the firat in a
fitful series of sxtraordinarily confrontational letters from him, desand-
ing and accusatory, I was later to learn that quite a few othsr people
had run into the exact same preblem, Fortunately, something has changed,
since his letters to me recently are quite differsnt, and I get along rine
with him, albeit we often disagres. Elmer's recent "Novice Handbook" and
his standby pocl are very constructive jobs, '

Anyhow, I alao heard from Marley, who also wantad them. He gidn't
have any particular plans, but he was pleasant, and he was (supposedly)
getting the DV trads coples, and he did send me a catalogue of hia holdings,
80 1t was olear he had gotten some stuff from Rod's collection,

S0 I sat up the plan for Bending sines to each of them. As I morted
the saterial (I later got half a dogzen boxes from Doug Bsyerlsin too), I
filled boxes in pairs and sent them off, Scott and Elmer weres required
to agree to trade epares with each other. Marley agreed, but never actually
txpresnsed any intereat in doing thia. Elmer grumbled quite & bit, but
agreed, but wanted to know how thim was to work out (pound=-for-pound?
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all-for-all?). Incidentally, I offsred sparas to Keith Sherwood too, but
he was only interested in material from the '80s, of which I had few spares.
When 8cott dropped the whole busineas, Elmer was released from any dupli-
cats trading obligation, and so now the zines go to hinm,

Elmer says, "Mark made no bones about wanting Rod's choice ({of who
would get the original archives)) to prevail....” 1 have no such recollec-
tion. Ae best I recall, I didn't care who got the original archives, sinoe
I was going to give the spares to vhoever I pleased. And, as T reoall,
Walt was in no big rush to get rid of that part of the colleotion of sines
he had,

As for "A'"rohivist, it's been pointed out by all that a wmultiplioity
of archives is certainly desirable, Beyond that, I don't sven see the
need for the hobby to have one designated “A'rchivist with the others
"a"rohiviats, in the sense that one is the 'official’ Archivist for the
hobby and the others are not, I don't guite understand why Elmer was
80 bent out of ahape when Larry used "A", In fact, if we are asking,
"Mirror, Mirror on the Wall, Who's the Moat Archivy of A117," it sesss
to me the anayer is Berch, After all, the Berch Archives, unlike the
othera, 1z actually putting out a substantial predquoet ~ a long history
of reprints in DD, including 'Thems Issues,' And I've provided records
for BNC!, .‘tﬂ..' etec,

I wish the exchange betwessn Wulker and Hinten wvers not mo cluttered
with so Bany side mccusations (e.g., Hinton: Rod hae taken every sort of
post he ban sver managed and made rather a bad mesz with sach," yith one
unspscified excoeption. And Walker's oomplaints abtout sub fses,) It's
unfortunats thut Elmer resorts to such harsh attacks on people (1ike Quinn)
vhon he perceivea as being 'in his way.' It's unfortunate that Walker foels
he is the one who can oet standards for when an archive is a ''real asaet
to the hobby.” The standards Walker met, Walt never metl

But we need pay them no mind, as we have Berch around as a paragon of
g£ood behavior and archiviviality, But I must take notice of the importance
Hinton and Walker and posaibly even Peery attach to the way the first
letter in the word is handled, And I will not be left out. No,

Henceforth, I expect to be called Prohivist.

({Nothing 1ike trying to heal the waters, sh?

{(Firet and forsmoat: Sorry, unlike most typewriters in this culture,
mine -~ neither of mine, in fact, ham the circled 'a' character,

{{As to Mark's point on who got the archives that I once hald, the
facts are theset At the point of one of his many dropouts, I gained Rod's
bound archjive volumea: All manner of o0ld zines bound into bindera. I
did nothing with them except at one point research them theroughly for
deata on lingering orphan games, To this Y added (but at no tiwe organiged)
all the trade coples that camve to we for DW and/or for my own zines at the
time, The latter batch was simply dumped into boxes, and never procesasd
in any way. W¥hen I, in my turn, dropped out for = time, I simply gavs Rod
back his bindered volumes - whioh, in many casés, he thea routed to Scoti =~
and dumped the rest, Literally. I distinctly remswber having to apace
that diapesition over three wesks, becauss San Diego's trash collectors
bave a weight limit of seventy pounds per can, and I had only four oana
to dispsrse them in,

{(There isn't really much elee for ms to commsnt on, Mark has given
a clear; mensible; and detmilsd sxplication of the satter as he has seen
ity and I would venture that thers ia no-one alive who has seen it more
clearly or has the capacity to discuas it more ludidly. I am inclined
to treat Mark's dimcourse as delinitive,

((However, it is not complete. To round out the picturs, we really
need Larry Pesry. And,..funny thingl....))
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REFLECTIONS ON THE ARCHIVES; A GARAGE 15 NOT A HOME

By larry Peery, Custodian

T have appreciated reading the views of others and the past history {or pseudo-history)
of the Archives that has appeared in the last few issues of COSTA, It wae stimulating to
gay the least, My own views are based on the exchanges I have had over the ysars with
noat of the people mantioned in these articles and letters; my own recollections of past
eventa; and documents I have in my posseasion. .

As far as I am concerned I am Scott Marley's heir apparent (if I can use that tem)
or successor as the hobby's archivist if I so wish, tut that does not give me any aspecial
powers or mrivileges, only an awesome responsibility. 1In fact I do pnot see myself as
Scoti's succeasor or as the hobby's Archivist, Rather I see myself and my role in this
case a8 that of care-taker, custodian, trustee, or, I suppose, regent. As for the past,

I am satiafied that the line of succession from Walt Buchanan to myself is intact and valid,
Tha fact is that it exists. The question is what does it mean?

The cn-going dialogue in COSTA (If he can call such a collection of self-serving
pontifications a dialogue) reminds me of a tunch of children "name calling” in a school
yard, Induviging in personallities during streets fights, or telllng tales out of Sunday
gchool, 1 am embarassed for all of them. And I aa disappointed. I was disappointed that
all of these people seemed more concerned about the past then the future and, to me, that
1s what is important,

For the record I do want t¢ correct any misimpression that anyone may have goiten from
reading Elmer Hinton's remarks about our exchange of communjcations, That exchange led to
no agreemont except that we agreed that we disagreed on the baslic principles and issues
involved., T did, however, personally promise Elmer that I would work with him t6 improve
his Granlte Archives, and that we would work together on a modus gperandi to attempt to
cooperate in the fututa,

There is, I suppose, a paraliel between what I did with the Archives and what 1 did
with DW, although it wasn't on my mind in either case at the time. DW's house was in
disorder when I fook it over. Order has been restored. The Archives' house was in danger
when I took them over. Thelr security has been restored. That was my most important job
at the time, to give them a safe refuge.

There has baen, for me, too much discusslon of The Archives, the Archiviat, and the
personalities involved in this for all the wrong reasons, Perhaps it ia time to step back
and examine the archives and the archivist in conceptual terms, Here's my effort.

1 suggest that the Archives Project (or archives project if you feel less threatened
by lower case letters} is really a two part entlty with one part consistlng of the archives
(or The Archives if you feel that gives it more importance) and the other part consisting
of the archivist (or The Archivist if you are a power hungry egomaniac). This scoms to
ba a reasonabls division to me. The Archives congists of what 1s in the archives, where-
ever they are located and whomever has custedy of them, The Archivist is the person who
has cuptody of The Archives and uses them for the benefit of the hobby at large. Nomwally
it has been one person who both had custody and used The Archives for the hobby's benefit,
but who is to say it must be that way, or that it should be that way? There is, I think,
mora then enough authority, responsibility, and work to go around. There has been, in
this digcuseion, too much concern about titles, authority, and responsibility; and not enough
about the woxk involved---or who will do it.

Conslder The Archives which are now in my custody. As of 1 July, 1986 they consisted
of some WY} cases of Diplomacy materials, each case containing approximately 600 items, or
something close to 25,000 items in all; and the eecllection continues to grow at the rate
of 1,000 items per year. As near as I can tell the complete collection breaks down to 7
cases from Peery's personal collection, 2 cases from the IDS Archives, 1 case from the
Don Miller Memorial Collection, 3 cases from Mark Berch collection, 3 cases from the Rod
Walker collection, and 25 cases from The Archives obtained from Scott Marley. That last
collaection represents the accumulation, over ths years, of items and donationg from dogens
and dogens of hobby members, dating tack to the earliest days of the hobby. So much for the
quantity,
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But it is the quality of The Archives that is truly impresajve. It spans the entire
history of the hobby from 1904 to the present, There are complete sets of every major hobiy
potdication, There are curicusitles and one-of-a-kind ifems that are wnigue. And there
are duplicates, tripticates, and more of many of the ‘*sines, For instance, there are two
cgses, or more, of publications by John Boardwan, including many multiiple coples of
GRAUSTARK 100, 200, 300, 400, and 500, My personal archives repreaents the cream of the
hobby'e earljest years and duplicates complate ssts that exist in The Archives, as well as
in some of the other gollsctlons. More receni years are also well duplicated, because of
the Walker/DW and Archives parallel collections. All in all there 1& nothing 1ike it any-
¥here. It s, ungueationably, the hobby 's single most important physlcal asset.

And then thers is the Archivist, What ia his or her role? He actnally has three of
them. He must physically care for the Archives if they are in his posseasion. That is
no small job, 1t requires a lot of space, storage containers, and phyaics) stamipa to
move all of those things around. The total weight involved has got to be at leaat a
thousand pounds and on a warm day it seems like a ton.

Even more important than his physical responsibllity la tha fact that the Archivist
must intellectually and emoiionally care about The Archives. Ii takes a very mpecial
kind of person to be an archirvist; which is why archivee of importance are so rare in the
hobby ,

The Joba of the Archivist are many. They congist of “"must doa,” “should dos,'* and
*wiahful fantasies."

The Archivist pust, for example, keep an Inventory of what is in the Archives, what
}s not in the Archives that should be, and what i& oul on loan at any given time, This
1last is very lmportant because there are individuals in the hobby who will borrew and not
raturn from any lilwary, including the Archivea,

The Archivigt must keep a catalogue of what the Archives haa, preferrably one that
1s published periodically and availahle to the hobly at large, and it must be updated
regularly, ‘

The Archive must deal with the backlog and day to day acquisitions that weed processing
in order to become m permanent part of the Archives.

The Archivist must be able to go out and acquire for the Archivea new publications
and other Diplomacy velated items in order 1o keep the Archives as complete and current
a8 poBsible. It takes a peculiar cosbination of hard gell and soft begging ta make tha
Archives work.

The Archivist should be able to make available to hobby members reprints of materials
from the Archives on a cosi-plus basis, although much of the need for this service has been
covered by Mark Berch's DIFLOMACY DIGEST,

The Archivist should maintain a lending library io make loans of duplicate itema in
The Archives; especially for those doing major hobby related research and original writing.

The Archivist should werk with other archives to estabiish apd maintain ap archives
network so that altemative and back-up sources of hobby materinla are avallabls,

Finally, ths Archivist suat work to gain hobly support for and use of the Archives
by hobby members for the improvement of the hobly as a whole. What good is an archives
if po one uses 1t? The Archivist must be able to beg, borrow, and cajole acguisitions for
the Archivea gut of oftentimes hesistant hobly publishers, collectors, etc. Decawss he will
usually lack the funds to purchase such materlals. At the same time he must convince hobby
members that a seemingly exhorbitant printing/postage charge for reprints, or other aexrviqea,
I8 the only way the Archives can support itself financlally, Or he must be willing and
able to financlally underwrite the costs of malntaining The Archives to the tune of hundreds
or thousands of dollara a year.

The Archivist is our Librarian of Congresa, our Copyright Office, and our Smithsonian
all in one. To we this is a1] toe big a job for cne person, unless that person i a
specialist and commiited to the Arohives on a Twil-time {hobby-wise) Yasis. I cannot
concéive of anyone adequately fulfilling the Job of hobly archivist on thls scale and
8111 continuing to do oilher things, such as publish a 'sine, gamesmaster extenaively, ete,
There just aren't enough hours in the day. Perhaps it 1g time t5 consider a Leam effort,
because whera in one person ars we golng Lo find these kinds of physical reswrces, skills,
and attitudes: a storage capscity equivalent to a large bedroom or garhge; an on-site real
time computer capability; & copring service of high quality; cataloguing skills; financial
security; time for a long term commitment of 2-3 years minimum; an attention to detail;
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and, above all, the speclal "collectionist fanaticism™ fever that affects the trye
archivist? '

That, in slwmary, 18 the kind of person we need to take custody of the Archives and
fulfil)l the role of hobby Archivist. Someonse has to give The Archives a home, not a garage.

Since I now have had custody of The Archives for about a year perhaps I should report
on wvhat I have done and not done in that rcle during the last year. My basic philosophy
has been that actions speak louder than words and sometl imes sllence and lnaction is the
best course of all.

For ihose who don't already know the story of hovw I, of all people, happened to come
inte possession of the hobby's archives perhaps I should explain. Last summer (1585)
Scott Marley, the hobby’s Archivist, was offered 2 job in New York. There wag nv way he
could take the Archives with him. Nor did he wish to leave the materials at his parents'
home (His father fsn‘t a Dippy fan and the temptation of a large fireplace ard the high
price of firevood In southert Califormia might be too much...}. He wanted to find soweone
who would iake custody of and aseume responsibility for the archives physically amd,
equally important, continue the work of the archivist. BScott and I had talked previously
alout the Archives and he knew how fiaportant I believed they were. I bhad no interest in
them myself but 1 wanted them kept safe and sound. So, through the good offices of Rod
Walker, who encouraged both of us, Scott and I arranged a transfer of the Archives from
his place to mine, I drove up with a batch-back and he proceeded to walk me through the
Archlves, explaining what was there, how he had it organized, what his catalogulng eystenm
vas, what he had done--—and not done---and what npeded to be done. He turned it over to
me, lock, stock, end barrel. I told him bluntiy that I did net have the time at the moment
to use the aaterialg he had entrusted o me Wt that I would see that they were kept safe
and sound and, someday, transferred to an individuai{s) who would and could use them for
the hobbty's benefit, if I decided not to do.so myself. And so we brought two carloads of
stuff down to San Diego to my draughty old garage where, %o thls day, it sits, gathering
more and more. .

I have, an best az possible given the clrcumstances, preserved and protacted the
Archives as placed in my custody by Scott Marley. For them my garage wag a place of
teaporary refuge, rnot a home. Simple preservation and protection was my firet job. It is
still my moat iwportant one,

But I have not been totally Inactive with the Archives in the past year. Most of
ny efforta, like most of my efforta with DN, have not been public ones., I have iried to
do what had to be done, and done quickly, to save other materials for addition to the
Archives, and to encoursge others in projects that might be of use to or make use of the
Archives. Mere are soma examples,

Ve (meaning Scott Marley, Mike Maston, and myself) have, to & great extent, completed
a catalogue of substantial proportions of most of the Archives, including the Peery, 1DS,
Don Miller, and Scott Marley matsrials; which accounts for about three—quarters of the
matsrizls in the archives, This catalogue is partially computer-based and partially on
file cards (thousands of them)}, Eventually we'll have a complete computerized catalogue
of the entire archives with cross-weferemcing. To give you an idea of how big this project
is we used three computer floppy diske for this year's BBB. The Archives project will
require eight times that number.

Obviously such a project is going to be incomplete so I have agreed to work with
¥alt Buchanan, and his son Bill, on an independent computer-generaied index eystem which
will combine the Hoosier Archives and The Archives holdings. That ought 4o include it all,

I encouraged Jim Meinel's plan to create a computerized Enclylopedia if Zines, with
information on all the hobby's publicaiions. And although that project died stillbore I
hops asomeone will someday rvevive it,

I have supporied, on DW's behalf, a project by J.C. Hodgins and others to prepare an
annotated commentary on DR's Reprint Series as a model of what other publishers can do
with their own 'zines. .

I have encouraged other publighere and hobty activistis to establish and maintain their
O¥n parsocnal archives, and pudblishers to set aside designated sete of their publications
for eventual deposit in the Archives, :

I have continted to make selective acquisitions for the Archives to i1l out the
few remaining gaps in the coliection, Approximately 40 hobby publications are routinely
added to the archives regularly, and from time to time special collections are added as
well, especially those of historical importance.
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Reprints of materlals from the Archives have been made avajlable to hobby members on
a very limited besie and tentatlve plans for a lending library of Archives materials have
been established and are being tested,

T have worked with other members of the hobly, both active and inactive, te credte a
four part hobby archives network with collections in the sasi, midwest, west, and Canada.

I have, to a limited extent, participated in the public dlscussion ef what the Archlves
are and what the Archivisi's job ought to be,

And, most importantly, I have continued to search for a qualified and worthy suocessor
to take over the Archives. I hope I have made it plain that ay chief concern is to find an
individual who has the philesophy, resources, and skills needed to do the job. I am not
interested in thelr idealogy or their pedigree. f

The Archives are a trust and a responsibility, one I take very msericusly. They are
the hobby's most valuable and important single asset, not a hargaining chip in a game of
MegaDip, When 1 find the person or persons who shars that philosophy, who pomsees the
assets and gkills I have described, and the strong sense of mission and personal commitment
the job demands; the Archives will have found a new home and I will have custody of my garage
again.

Saving DW was an act of faith in the future of the hoblty, on both our parts.

Saving the Archives was a pledge to the hobby's past that it would not be forgotten,
or misused by the present or future. I made thait pledge. Now momeone must redeem it.

The Archives need a home.

Are you the right person for the job?

{{(Conrad hers. I cannot dismgres with one point that Larry wakea; Larry is
noted for a certain - er -~ verbosity, one slemsnt which may. translate into
printing difficulties for me as concerns the margins of his ‘photo-ready"
copy - but in this came I think he's surveyed the issue effectively,

rl

((I am loft with but cne question, and I really wonder what the response
will be, Becauas of this lingering queation, I am willing to keep thias
matter open ohe sore issue ~ SOLELY FOR THE RESPONSE TQ THIS HYPOTHETICAL
QUESTION,

({(Dear Larry: 3hppuaa you recelved an application tomorrow from Elmer
Hinton requesting custody of the arohives you eurrsntly ators, In the
abasnce of a conflicting request, what would you reply?)})
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PHOTO~READY COSTAGUANAE (that is the plural, ia it not?)

In futurs, your contribution will have approx. a 5 trillion psr ocent
better chance of bsing primted if it is typed photo-ready.

My photo-ready requiresents are: (1% A olear, reasonably dark ribbonj
{2) Iapeocabls spelling and grasmar; (2) Horisontal line length max. 7.5";
{4) The firat four lines of the text indented and left-justified at ten
Apaces.

I do regerve the right to censor bassd on my version of good tasts -
and/or potential libel or feud-potentisl)l. Beyond that, if you follow my
typing guidelines, your contribution will be printed. If you accord with
a different format, printing of your material will depend entirely on
whether or not I feel 1like re-typing it,

Exceptions will depend sntirely on my whia,

B +8 B80S sdoa S0Py SR d GPNSONN S LWER SRS BEFRELAN BEEAP R BaedEF buel Say ew w

SAYONARA, COLOUR COVER: For this mpscial longest-ever imsue, a cover had
besn intended in full ¢olour, and I've alluded to it throughout ths iassus,
{Well, twice.) However, now that I've motually run a proof and seen it,

I think 1t would be & waste of money - the colour ia not that good, and
it costs 55¢ per copy. 8o, obviously, this cover that you have in hand
is not c¢olour, and costas wuch less. Howevar, I think it'll do nicely,.
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N RE; ORPHAN GAMES

———

Recent news frem the lorth Americap Orphan Games fionche, Jis Burgess
(he'a the one who finda ¢ home foar your game 1f your publishar belliem-up)
indicates that his funda sre dry to continue the service, It costs bucks,
beligve mé ~ Itve been there -~ and there ig & 1liait to how such peracnal
enbaldizing one can do for ons's mervice position,

Ther¢ uyeed to be a stringa=atiached lunding from Robert Sacka, but
it would sees that has dried up - thank God, becauss Lord knows we don't
nesed him telling us what to do. 1 vots we forget Sacks, let him rant in
hir own obscure world, and sake arrangements to fund the seyvice ouraslves.

Larry Pasry has alrsady sade oajor efforta to supply funding, through
donations channeled through him., I'm golng to do something similar: From
this point on (beginning with RATHER SILLY DIP.), all COSTAGUANA gawes (mot
intluding RAILWAY RIVALS, which hma a separats deal) will have a game feoe
attached in gaddition t¢ the required sub. The fea 1o U.5. 2. I will keep
the subscription money (I can no longer afford not to), but the §2-pex
will be underatood to be & donation te the U.3. {(sorry, 1t's strictly
U.8., not Nopth Amer.) Orpham Service, I'1l forward all mcney st the
time a gams start is monounced,

Naturally, this wvon't represent a major source of yevenus; I'am not
going to be starting too many gamea very soon, 50 in the meanwhile, I
reapectiully andoras Larry Pesery'a donation call -~ cash, or s book of
siamps -~ to be chaoneled through him (or me, for that matter). Larry is
at PO Box 8416, San Diego, CA 92102-0416, You know where 1 pm,

Heanwhile, I happen to have twe odd checke on hand that I'm sending
on to Jim as starter-money. Oue ie a sub fea from Doug Baker, and the
other {s a rebate I got Irom excess food purchased foy the group that
went on the Catalina trip, Total 318 and change, That ought to tids Jim
aver uatil Larry or I start funneling.,..

Az t0 the 1ittle mattsr of Bob Sackas, I thought a tew commsnts might
ba worthwhile ~ meroifully faw, if you please. Iie is a lNew Yorker who
han been sround this hobhy for guite mome while, and has bean extramely
controversial throunghout his preasnce. Curiously, he is an exceptionally
bright guy, but virtually everything he has aver involved himself in has
slther fallen apart through internal disssnt or kicked him out to go om
without his influence. The problem ila that Sacks ssems incapable of
wvorking without controlling; if he im to be involved, hs must ‘own' it,
In cages whare he hasn't had a dowinant position, he has spent most of
kie time tryiog to get one, and in the meanvhile levslling incessant
eriticien at the principals whom he is trying to unseat, The result ie
inevitable unpleasantness. (Whoops, there gees the syntax....)

Host of Diplomucy's ‘pames' gver tha years have run afoul of Bob,
and most have at some polnt thrown up their hande in diggust and flatly
stopped paying any attentiou to him,

In fact, I paid po little attention that I was unaware, until Jim
Burgesa mentioned 1t recently, that Sacka was now funding hobby services,
albeit with tha usual raft of conditions invelved, For all I kagw, Bob
did tell me about it; I've had half a dozen lstters from him in the past
ooupls of yeara. 1've never opaned a single one, becavse frankiy I don't
cars in the least what's in them.

Pontal Diplomacy hea been telling Sacka for years, plesss go away,
you are of no connequence to us and we really don't want you around, For
whatever wasochistic reasons, Bob basn‘t lintened, But I guess we need
to repeat the wosgage from tiwe to time, leat the nevar initiates get
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suckered in. Whenaver given a foot in the door, Sacks turna the appendage
inte a crowbar. For quite a number of years, this hobby has survived quite
nicely without such participatiou, I trust and hope we won't see that

fact change merely becauss Sacka' sfforts have now turned to wmoney.

L1171 7700772270070 7077770780070 7072070777777

And go I arrive at the tailing-off of the longeat thing I've sver
publighed, 1t meotis somehow ironic that, as I coms to thia apot on the
ninsty-sixth and last aotual page, I have run out of things to sayl I
have no ldea how to fill the rest of this space!

T am & firm bsliever that when T have nothing to say, I ought to atop
saying it. T will therefore cloas laconically, and leave you to your other
life: :

Infinteaimally small though our Diplomacy hobby may be in the cosmie
totality that we gal}l 1ife on Earth, it is nevertheless a brotharhood and
sisterficod of committed and dedicated people who come together in jJoy and
glee for the common purpose of sharing obe of the most unusual expsriences
allowed us in this modern age of nuclear threat and earthquake and smog,
an sxperience which no doubt nuierous of the unikitiated would give their
eyes teeth to share if they weren't mo busy worrying about impending star-
vation or the yeduction of their MediCare bLenefits, fears which will, quite
apart froe the economic ramifications, inevitably teamper their susgaptibility
to recruitment into these burgeoning ranks of sharers of stabs and alanders
promulgatad in ways demigned to maintain the warath of the psrsonal inter=
course while indulging in dining-table contests of such slavering brutality
that the pit bulls of thim world would de put quickly to shame, though not
to sleep of courge, inasmuch as the dreesd was created by seslective genetis
manipulation solsly for the purpose of combining in a single asporting arena
the esasntial sleaments of the stadiwm, the boxing ring, the execution chamw
bers at Auschwitz, and the sbbatoir, although of gourse not ons of thess
citations precisely parallels the exaot vista which unfolds when the lover
¢f bloodbaths, having been acelped a ticket and having queusd for the baat
part of an ewsning, finds himsslf witnessing werely the sdvance preparations
required for a Vietnamesme lunchson, sana chef of aourse, vho will arrive
presantly but who is at this moment aboard a smsal) leaky boat somewhers in
the vaat reaches of the South China Sea, alternately retohing over the
gunwalea (pronpunced 'gunnels' for those unfamiliar with the nhovels of
Douglae Resman} and throwing dice to determine if ‘salvation’ will be by
Thai or Brureian patrol vemgel or Kampuchean pirate ship, the latter of
course conaisting in being on the receiving end of an unplensantly-sharp
rapler, or pasrhaps a slightly-used M=1 rifle left over from Nixon'a blatant
incursion into the territory of that unfortunate pation, during which the
Amsrican invadera visd for the honour of dying by a bullet frired by soNeone
other than either a Viat-Cong or one's own inept guaners, and the Kaapucheans
took turns escaping in advance the mass graves destined to be populated by
Pol Pot, a wam yhe vent Hitler one batter in that Pol accomplished hia vers=
ion of population control without recourss to writing a turgid book which
denator Cranston would eventually reprint, much te the chagrin of its author,
who had undoubtedly hoped that his more extrewe rantings would go unnoticed
by those in & position to ohallenge them, which of course they did anyway
because in those days Cranaton was as inaignifigeant as Robert Sacks is now,
which is very, as we have seen, and will again, uwnless I run out of space,
which by some pretarnatural bleseing I Just did,

Amen and adieu,



(Actually, I ;um t:n&t'u "'Q?ﬁnnt by pnpuhr demand")
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