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RECENT CHROMOLOGY:¢ (1) December 5: 195th anopiversary of the death
of Johannea Chryscomtomaus Wolfgangus Gottliesk Mozart. (2) December 61
th aoniversary of the birth of Fric Phillip wvon Metzke. {3) December 7:
¥5th anniversary of the day it wvas conolusively proved that several U.8.
battleships bhad rather severs flotation problems.

It 1w dinetruotive to reflect that both Erie P. von Metzke and His
Highness Hirohito, Esparor of Japan (who just happens to be the =ams guy
whe was on the throme 45 yesars 2g0 whan all those battleahip dafecte cams
to Light) are »till living., Nozart, on the cother hand, lives on only
in spirit and wwsiocj his flesh no longer inhabits our world, excspt as
topacil on the outskirts of Visnna, Soms day (probably soon), Hirohito
will ba topseoil as well. And sventually, sad ¢t pay but true, so will
Erio. Thers ia perbaps & lesson here. If not, then at lesst there's
& rathar loag introductory paragraph....

THIS IB COBTAQUANA, a journsl of postal gaming and olfmctory omnivor-

ousness, slacked sut om one of his tws wmagio typewriters by Conrad Friesner
“Tacle Connie™ von Hetzke, 4374 Donald Ave., San Dilasgo, CA 92117-3813,
USA, Jdames openi Logical Diplomacy; Railway Rivals; Hypersconomioc Fasa-
the-Piga. Fess: MNone, but you must sub or trade. Trades: All-for all,
and welcome, Hubs: At my cosat, send a daposit and I'1l deduct and keep
the books.

LAST JA8UE coatained at lemst two srrors. The first waa reather ridi-
culous; I sust have had the integer "11" rather firmly on the bramin, bhecause
the issue wes hesded Vol, 11, Mo, 11, when in fact it was No. 5. BSorry,
¥ou who keep records. Second, on page 2 the designer of tha Auatriac
anti-drug stemp was listesd as Prof. Xarl Stefferl. Ths gentleman's nams
ies ia faot Otto Stefferl. My apologlea, Steffis.

LABT ISSUE (Fart II) featured a cute cover which was regretfully
upattributed. That little fox licking mn envelope ie in fact a reproduction
of the front cover of the Austrisn squivalent to the ZIP code directory.

And the unidentified cutwand-alash warrior on the inside back cover ims
none othar than Erie Phillip "Er-Bear” von Hetzke, who ia now five, Just
ask him, Hs']ll be glad to tell you that., He"ll also be pleased to count
to one thousand for yon. Not to be ontdone, hias brother Roas (7 4/2) will
gladly name the oontinento, planeta, and capitals of every stmts for you.
And %o round out the evening; I will cheerfully hum the themes of all the
Bruckner symphoniss for you. Adalssion $5.00, Bring a date.

DEFARTHENT OF CARTOGRAPHIC ENQUIRY: My son Roma in = “map froak, "
an they oay in the contewporary Jjargon., He loves to road mapa, and when
he faila to find what he wante obp a wap mveilable to hiw, he draws his
own, He's been doing this for almomt two years now; and hia interest
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hasn't flagged for ons minute., HAe is now to the polnt that, if you =
his the location of any strest in San Disge, he will gst cut the big
book, look it up, oross-reference it, and give youn directions.

Eut Rose deaperately needs new horizonms, He has expresassd an in
in other locales, and =y meagsr collection of maps of Los Angelens, P
and Austris have not sated his desire. And I thersfores ask a favor
you, ths readerat If you have a cbhbapce, would you be s¢ kind am to
up m atreet map of your locality, and send it te Rose? Don't go ove
a oinple bamic meap such am the kind one geta at the gas statlon is p
If you need to keep the original, photocoples ara welooms too.

Any and all contributions will bhe acknowledged by s personal not
{and stamp on the snvelops) from Ross. 1If volume jim hemvy, resplies w
take timej; he does have Bechool, F'knows...

Forsign items welcome. I can fake wy way through any major lan
excopt Chinese and Japaneae, {(No, frisnds, Urdun and Catalan are nutﬁ
languagen.} |

"BANKRUPTCY AYOIDANCE FEE." Thie wam the term glven to his eont
by John Croaby, who apparently read my essay of last issue to meamn t
sither you guym kick in or T get locksad up. This is by no means the
I am oot about to sink in an ccean of drunken debt., 5So - Johm, with
thanks for the kindness, 1I%1ll just add your monsy to your sub balano
go back to plotting my next aplurge....

Seriously, bankruptey was never on my mind. Thers's an ethical
lem I aimply could not surscunt, even if I were that far gone: Excs
vary extresme instances, bankruptey ie merely the way of teking a qui
the law and using it to avoid personal responsibility. To =y mimd,
is unfair. Peopls whe lend me wonsy or whe sell me thinge have sva
to expect repayment (mee the film "Soul Han") for a womderfnl mament
vein). Okay, they're probably insured againet default. But the mer
debtors dafault, the higher thesir premiums, and ths highar the scost
cobmumer credit, Furthermore, using bankruptoy as an "out¥ rails te
the fundsmwental isaue, namely that people who get themaselves inte f£1
megsss need very desperatsly to remnalyse and restruoture their mone
lifs atrles. If they don't,; then bankruptcy mssrsly buys time sgains
next morass. In the interssts of sslf-sduncation, psrsonal pride and
herence to ethica, I wonld rathsr take this as an spportunity to sho
ayself out, rather than ask a sourt to warvre a sagic gavel.

Now don't mipunderstacd, I don't ebject te the laws of bankrup
per se; they exist for m ressocn, and there sre times whenh there ars
reasons for using them, Ths same appliss to tha welfare system and
e#imilar programe, It 1o a blepsing thet a nation is able to buittres
citizens with lamt-ditch help of this nature. But, am with any beil
program, there are loopholes, and thers will always be some who will
them in ways that ware nsver intendsd, More commonly, there will be
who will uss them, not sut of maliese, but rather oot of lazinesa, ig
of othear optiona, or mersly as & quick-relesase of atresasx or gullt or

In a2y event, I'm very glad none of this is really relevant to
1 emn juat imagine the blow to nelf-image such things sost caume. A
have thias pat theory running avound that the biggest problem wa face
this society today is the deterioratior of self=image in our cltizen
We're bombarded with 4t: WeTre Just a nusber. Our Jobs are Just co
in a chein. We'rs too fat, ¥We're tac thin. We drink too much. We
cur children too much. A Taw years of that propaganda, and the self-
meter plummsts to record lowsa. HNo wonder the "I'm QO.XK." achool of 1
paychotherapy is so0 popular. We nesd it in pure self-defenme! T
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YES, FRIENDS, THAT WAS EKACTLY WHAT YOU THOUGHY XIT WAS!I The preceding two
pages have Yasn ai eaxact reconstruction of COBTAQUANA, ¥eol, I, Number 1,
first imsued on April Fool's Day 196%. (How appropriatet, though am a
matter of fact it wasn't plannsd in any senss of that day that COSTA has
aince mpde famous.) Am I recall, T sesat ocut about thirty coples to psaple
whose addresses Etevs Cartier and John Bomrdman gave me, and wound up with
eight or nine subscribers and one trade: GRAUSTARK. One game filled rather
quickly (1955F), the other took a bit loager but eventually got going am
well. BPBoth games, along with a third started rather later, wound up as
srphans in ey firet {ané only truly messy)} fold; Dr. Boardman finished

off 1965C for we (along with the iniwmitable presa seriez he had baen
contributing from the outsst, deaplte his not being a player), Charles
Wolls tock one, Bob Ward took onS....

Anyway = please let me express a very graat public debt to Mark
Berch, gentlewan snd friend; who ~ when asked if he ¢ould poasibly pro-
vids a photecopy of my first issue (I hadn’t hed ons in ten ysars), ssnt
his originall! “Everyons shounld hare his owvn ficrst issus,”™ Mark asserts,
and so, thanks to hims, I do, (Imoidentally, why 4id I retyps it instead
of just copying it? Becauss ths origioal was so poerly printed that it
is illegible in spots. That may be why Mark did what bhe did) maybs he
couldn't get a copy te priatl VWhatever,,..the preceding has besn an
saxaet reproduction sxcspt for the typewritsr usedy tha one I had to type
on im 1935 was a 193% manuval Underwood which was finmlly destroyed im
1973 by Buster, m rasbunctious Labrador Retrlever, who knocked it off
wy desk and cracked the camt-iron frame., It atill worked, but the geping
metal was a hazard, so I junked it and bought -~ this one?! The wanual
Olyspia with Spanish keyboard, It has served faithfully sver aince,
having been in the ahop sxactly one time since I got it.)

P11 10811 12 iasdi iyl teis ety

ARD BPEAKIRG OF ISEUE NUMBER ONE,

a young gentlasasn pamsd Mieozysiaw Geryk (he atyles himaself *Bruce’
now) has just put us all to shame. Hs has plunged finkc thse publishing
world with the first lssws of BLUNT INSTRUMENTS, snd ths initial) impression
is one of pure mstonishment, I am reninded ever so strongly of my own
uanssake, Jozef Korseniownki {("Joseph Cotirad®), the Pole who grew up without
English, retired from a carser as a merchant seaman at the mge of thirty-
eight, and rather gquickly burat on the scens (1895) as one of ths greatsst
novalists Engliah literature has produced., ('Lord Jim," "Heart of Dark-
ness,"'" "The Sscrst Sharer,' 'Noatrosme' - the latter being ths source of
COSTAGUANA's nama} HNow it jis 1986; Bruce Geryk, having graced ocur shores
for s msrs seven Years, has put aside his Folish, taken up ‘our' language,
and has made it bim own in & way that will make svary budding writer
abaclutely boggle. Now, I supposs ws could accspt it if this production
woare gramatioally correct Put rmther otilted; that's not uncommon in
language transplants, But this thing is not cnly gramatioslly perfect,
it 48 alee smooth, idiomatic amd funl

Okay, you say, Bruce is a frisnd; it's only logical that I'l1l get
oxolted for friendship's sake. Pasides, Bruce is inascures Jjust am ars
the rest of us; ac he won't beliere my enthusisam in any case. ({(HNever
mind twoe 'phone calls this past week waxing effusive....) Bo I took
the ataple out, put several pages aside, and askesd ay mothar tc remd
a souple of Bruce's writinge, She Iinished "The Boapbox® {Bruce's
forum pages), looksd up, and said, "Gee, he knows how to write, doesn't
bhe? Too bad he mpelled 'cilvilised' the British way, and aplit mn io-
finitive ("...m0 as to best foster....") But otherwise, he's goodlI™
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Now you must understand that my mother doean't care for beans ahouvt thia
hobbyy her only intereat 1m that she has been m teacher ¢f English grammar
and atyles for twenty yoars (after retiring as an R.N.). 8he was quite
imprasesd, When I told her latar abteut Erucs's backgromnd, sha aimnst
loat her teeth. Inpressed? That's putting it =ildly....

In terms of graphics, I'1ll go on record as lamigting, after just
one issue, thkat BLUNT INSTRUMENTS is the most atitractive product in the
entirs bobby, with just one exception: Rip Gooch's DIVERSIONS and its
companion, Robin ap Cynan's MONOCHROME, And the cholse hers is really a
toss-up.

But it is in content that Bruoe has wade his mark, and for which I
Buggent ho has alremdy gone down in bobby history without saver having
fellowsd thrcugh on Issus 2. Essays on a variety of subjects, from the
expected (gawe openings, houss rules) to ths random (Amsrican palitics,
#ilms mnd litsrature, Bruxcoen/Tomatoeon '86) are intarspersed om the
basia of varlety, continuwous interest and continuity. Whether a given
readsr likes svarything, woat readers will 1iks many things, and thay
will be inspired to read the whole just %o find their favorite parts,
It'm & good snd tested editorial atyle, whioch jwet happens to be my own,
and J am impressed that Bruce has dons 80 well with it with no mdvance
practios.

I recommend this effort withowt qualification, snd I offer my (rare)
personal guarantee of satisfactiont Aub, read an issue, and than if yom
rogreat your sxpenditure, ssnd me the resquest for a refund. I'il pay.
The few involved im $70/10 lssues, or $1.10 sach. Trades welcoms,

Games are cpen, rsgular Diplomacy (MO FEE 1if you aign up now), and
Bruce 1s also mngling for other, non-Dip games to run, I'm trying teo
talk hin into RAILWAY RIYALS. However, the poor sod may settls for
eomething mundane like UNITED {Socecer) - yucahl

The address is: Bruce Geryk, 5788 2, Blacksetone Ave., #310, Chicage,
IL 60637-1882,

SN NSNS NSNS NENE NN

Anothsr good place to lock fer game copenimgs is with Russ Rusnak,
(From Poland to Csmechoslovakia in one linear separator, eh%)} ¥Now here
ws have a superior "small’ gine, ons that mskea no bones about its intent
to atay intimate and unpretentious. BSome ctute filler and fun remding,
but in general this is intended ms = relisble pleace to play games, sad
Russ does that function rather well, WHO CAREST has been with na for
a while, and has a superior reputation for reliability, honesty and
accurmcys And after forty-two lmsues, it still retains those ideals.
Russ' political viewpoint leaves a lot to bs desired, but hey, we can't
all be perfect. I'l1l gladly take the husmor snd sagouracy, and we'll argue
about governmsnt intervention in human life later:. (If all people were
ethicml and sguitable, I'd oppoas goverhment "infringement™ too,)

In a recent letter, Russ writesm, "I think...ws wonld not agres sbout
4 1ot of things,” He was referriog to politiocs and 1ife, but thers's
one other aream he may mot have considered. Based on his reputation and
pant performeance, I think I consider Russ a far mere important and wital
momber of the publishing hobby than he doas. All the annusl awsrds go
to the big flanhy *=minss, liks COSTA, whoss editors spend big bucks and
write resms. But the life-blood, the undereurrent, is prople like Ruans.
He makes the games gocd, mnd gives us all m batch of fum in the prooess.
Geme fes 370, HRues Rusnak is at 900 N, Rohlwing Rd., #3333, Addieson, XL
60101-1009,. Openings in regular HHyp, Coamic Dip and W.¥W.IIIb.



THE MAILBOX FILLETH:

Doug Rod Walker apparsntly missed the polnt of ny reference to the
Baker “ipachings of Jeaus" in sy letter about the *Suzasne’ article.

I mentioned the teachings of Jeaus only to give an 1dea of where
I waz coming from. Am Rod has noted in sowe of hie writing, ths mors you
know about whers a person is coming from, the more likely you are to be
able to coomunicate effectively with them, Howsver, as I stated in =y letter,
I was not trying to use tha Jesus teachings as ap argument in favoer of the
point I wans making, I trisd te confine mysell to ressoning from my exper-
isnce and to "common senpa’ obsarvaticne. The fact that Jesus aald some-
thing would only be a compelling arguseat to someons who belisved that He
was the Son of God, In my lattar I did pot assume that I was talking to
anyone who believed that. Actually, it was essentially a peracmal letter
to you, Conrad, although published with my persission,

Howaver, sinae Red railsed the issus, and sinoe you lovite s responae
to hins sssertions, lat me do so briefly. It is certalunly true that Jesus
414 not say snything about pornography. It was not much of an issue at
the time., He was vary smch a Jew, and mads it olear that he saw himnelf
as belng both & product snd an sxtenmsion of traditionml Jewish teachiag.
It i» generally sufe to assume thyt he was im agresement with traditional
rabbinie teaching unless he apecificelly stated ctherwias. The oase Rod
umsntions (Jasus teschimg about divorcs) was in fuct an example of Jemus
saying that traditional intesrpretation ¢f the seripture sz allowing
divorce was too liberal.

Bod apparently fesls that Jesus cannst really wmean what he says sbout
ddverce Wedavas that would put Jesus "in an anti-husanist® light, and
Rod correctly recognises that Jeasus' teachings are as a while profoundly
fhnmaniat® in the sense that they help ma to undsrstand wvhat it sesanas to
e most deaply and fully husan, Another possible regolution of the dilemma
would be that divoroe itgslf is not husanistie,

This is all very interesting to as, but I doubt 1if you want to turn
COSTAGUANA inte a msjor forus for thecloglical debate....

({On the centrary, my dear friend, I cannot think of a hetter topleo
for which we counld possibly utilise =y pages. And thia ias ones place
where you writsra - Red, Doug, and Craig so far - have been gullty of
profoundly sducating your sditor. In & 'phone converastion discussing
his letter and Cralg'a response last iasue, Rod posed what I suppose han
got to be the “ultimata™ challenge: "Hey, 1if you'rs ao lotareatesd, why
don*t youwu remd the Bibla?" And so, I am, I find mypel?f takipg a great
deal of 1t an allegory, but I am truly startled that quite a lot of it
is both good resding, sand vantly profound., I plan a najor report on my
adventures in an upcoming issué. In the smsanwhile, I would very much
hope that, if any of you feels impelled to comment on the points raised
by the otheras, or if any new psople wish to pop in hare - Alan Stewert? -
Pleass so do. Not only is it interesating, I think maybs you'll agrase, it
is almo important. Far more ac than discusasiona of hobby archives....))

On mnother tople. How to explaln to your ¢hildren why you do thingas
in pip that you would mever (hopefully) do in raeal 1ife, It know that
this will seem like another corary idea, but how about if you resoclve that
dilemma by mot lying in Diplomacy gamesal Obviocusly this l1dea has a very
amall sonastituvency in the curresamt hobby, or slases those who practics 1t
resain mighty gquiet. But I am mot convinc-d that it nesds to ba & recips
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for dafeat, I have won & couple of gamea, and I do not remembsr lying
to anyone 1o them,

1t meems to me that one who comsimtently kept promimes made would be
A Tairly demirable partner in any slliance. The gain in friends and allies
might well outweigh the gmin of g few ceanters in a stab. Of course you
would want to be careful to aveld waking promises of gamelong allimnce,
as these might be very inconvenisnt later, but most players do not demand
a gamslong promine anyway preoissly becauss they know it im worthlesa.

I genarally try to get vp the board ac no aingle stab in a given year
1s going to do me in, If momeons wants teo cows and get ma, it is pgoing to
taks them a couple of years, I assume that my oppeonents wounld do theo came,
Ideally, at least, snch of us ahould avold a situvation wvherse everything
depends upon one other person being honest. 1Is any oapable player going
to put himeself in a position vhere he will live or die bamsed on ths resulte
of m single turn? HNaturally, I do not assume that anyone slas is telling
the truthe. If he hes unite in position to stab we, I wonuld want te have
unite in position to defend.

I wish I had mors time to axpand this theory. {(Mas tool)) I think
that & convincing case« can bs mads that even from a resulte-orisnted
standpoint, thism philomophy could be very practical, You will netice
that I heve not exactly =said that I follow this approach. I do not knoow
1f I want to take all the Zuesns-work away for thoss of you with whom X
pla]’.

I realire almo that there is a certain inconsistency here, becausw
in real-lifs, consciously allowing = perscn to smisinterpret =y intentions
would be m= bad as delibsrately decelring. Zo0 I guess I am not proposing
a moral one-to-one aquivalence betwsen Dip and real 1life. But it makes
an interesting proposition anywary,

((You min't kidding, it makes a whopper of a propesitiont

{(I've actumlly heard your thesis wet forth before, in one form or
ansther. There was, in fact, a publisher who onoe folded his "rine and
dropped from the hobby becmuase of his moral inabllity to countenance the
inherent lying and deception in thes game., Not too long ago, I had a
letter from n frisnd - 1 prefer not to oames him, for his makes - who
exprenssd that he was wrestling with the very dilemma you propound, and
wan thinking meriously of withdrawing from poatal Dip becanas aof the same
moral dilemna, (He thought he'd be Batter off sticking to ether postal
ganes whears "treachery' is naot invelved.)

{{I would think that the walidity of your theory depends entirely
upon whethsr one ie playing for “the moment' or for an overmll reputation,
Many people think nothing of & postal stab, precisely because they recog-—
nize that they are unlikaly to mest most of thelr opponsnts sgain - the

attrition and game prolifaration being soc high, and 511, Othera, parhaps

mnaore far-sighted - or committed to0 a Dmore active hebby involvrement -
take your propeositions very sericusly because they kiow that atraying
from your dictm will nconer or later sose back to haunt them, And thie
ip not even conaidering those who havs moral or ethicel problems with
dishonesty, nevsr mind that the game rules speocifically invite such
behaviores..

((I should be extremely interested in receiving coements on Deung's
isouan, and reactions thersto. 1 know the issvues haves been Adiscumsed
before in sthical/moral terms, but I do not reoxll that they‘ve aver been
put forth as a possible game stratagy. RodT Walt? Merk? Bruca? Harvs
I miseed something?

{(In faot, T agres with Doug, The rules of the game may well aay that
you can lis, but theres is no overriding reason why one mumt in faot de so,
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Mow, if you will keop in mind that I have besn playing thie gams for a
quarter of a centiry, let me attest to this: I have 1lied,; and I have
decelived, sand I have gons the opponite way and played it honestly. I=
wy sxperience, the honest way is far more sucosssful an a strategy in
the lemg run. The lying and deceptlon say work nicely for the gams at
hand, but - rus the day that youv stab an opponent in oms game, and then
mest him mgainm in another!

((My own fesling is this: If you plan to play just = game or two,
or to shetgun your playing among many 'sines without repetition; and if
you have ng athical or moral chbjectiocnsy then go ahead, lie throuwgh your
testh, The rules permit it, thers ars nd legal comntraints,. But look
wvary carsfully over your shoulder. Regardlesa of the rules, pscople do
indesd remamber dishomsaty. In one of my most recent game starts {(in
England), I was faced with {a) & player with no known reputation, {b)

a playsr with a reputation for unsquivccoal reliability, and (c) a playsr
with a reputation for devicus dealinga. I promptly offared cne a strong
alliance, another a short=-term alliance, and didn't write at all to the
third, I leavs it to you to Figure out the assortment,

{{Discussion iy not only weloomad, it is sncouraged.))
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CONTROVERSIALLY, but rather proudly, I respectfully dedicate this lssue
to the Hom, Toney Anayam, the ounitgoing QGovernor of New Mexico. Barred by
State law from running for « asacond term, and faced with a reactionary
successor in a State that is {as 18 all the Sun Balt) increasingly
conmarvative, GQov, Anaya put his political future in severs Jeopardy
(one presumes he ham hopes of a futures in New Mexico politicm) by
anmouncing the commutmtion of all sentences of death im the Etate to
11fe impriscoment, It is a small token = New Mexice han only four
death-row criminale - but, in =y visw, 1t is s sirong statement of
hupanity and an act of powerful courage. In his mexsage of commutation,
Govr. Anaya sxpresmad the hope that his act would be the herald of a
movemwent away from legal murder snd revenge-killing, which - in his
opinion, and mine - is rsally all that capitel punishment ia. There

is no evidence whataoceaver that the death penslty detsrs orime, And as
for tha oft<cited arguvment that the taxpayer ought not to be maksd to
faed and hounss vioclous oriminmls, I can avggest only that a sophisticated
nation of numan bsipgm ought not to lowar itself to the same lesvel &=
that of the oriminales 1t seeks to 'Innce’ by gas and lethal injection,
There is scmewhat more werit in the argument that obJjecta to killers
being relsased intc mociety mso that thay may then kill again. Actually,
the recidivism rate among homicide offenders ia relatively low, compared
against the ramtes of other criminal typesa; but it is nevartheless high
enough to bear acrutiny. I would suggeet that a viable = and Euch wore
enlightened — optlion would be to restructure the legal alternative., It
im not necemsary that a brutal killer, s.g., bte incarcesratsed for m few
years and then relsased for "good behavrior." It ip perfectly reasonable,
and posalble,; to combine sn slimination of the capltal penalty with =
tightening of the altsroativs penalty. As it stands im Califormnia, for
example, the capital sentsnce may only be impossd on & sahowing of one of
a ahort limt of Yspeoial elrcumstances”™ — gxamples of thesas arst surder
of o law snforcement officer) multiple murderi second-offense murder|
surder by poleson, lylng-in-wailt or torture - there are a few others.
Ferhaps we could revise the statites t0o make these showings of "special
slircumptances" requiremsnta for a sshitence of life imprisonment without
the possibility of parele, and further hounsing such perasons in a special
inatitution bullt solely for them - m aslect population, mllowing of
strict control and closs acrutiay, thus reducing the {mlrsady tiay, in
California) risk of ascapse.

Thisa aloplified propoaition cries owt for refinement, I acknowledge
that thers will always be a icophole somewvhere, and I Ffurther accept that
proponents of legal murder will triuvemphantly soreech, "Yem, but killing
the bLastards elizminates sl}l loopholes!" No, actually, 1t doesn't it
elininates s few old loopholes, but creates somes new ones of its own, ®.g.
the accidantal execution of a wrongly-convicted person (it?'a rare, but
it has bappenad), prejudiced verdiots (blacks have m poorer chance of
escap® from oapital sentsnces than whitas), and varying standardas from
place to place Furb-n arsas more accustomsd to higher crime ratss are
far leas inclined to impose capltal sesntences for heinouws crimes than
ares even neaarby, asseclatsd rural aress). I sugmest that it is unreascnabls
to kill pecple bacauese of irrslevancien, and further that it is incumbent
on any civilizad asociety to restrain its fnstant swotions and beharvre on
a higher plana, Failing that, we become ne more noble than other world
reginmea which we are wont to criticizet the Irmn of Khomeini, the Kauwpm—
chea 0of Fol Pot, the revolutiokary Cuba of Cantro,
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EARLY YULE DEPFT,: One of the advance Christmas presants I've received
thils year, is a book of ‘clasalcal music enecdotes.' Kind of a fun by—way
for specialists, but there are a few roaring gems in thers. For sxanple:

1. Earlheinz Stockhausen is sn avant~garde composer of the presant
day, noted for slectronioco experimenta of dubious musicelity. Shortly
before his death, the great British waeatro Sir Thomas Beacham was asked,
"Hava you ever conducted any Stockhpusani?™ His reaply: "No, but I think
I may have oteppsd in some once.”

2, Leonard Bernatsin, America's most famous musician, was once rebears-
ing mn opera in Vienna and was asaddled with a particularly unresponaive
tanor, Aftar a serisa of ineptitudes, the minger apparently did something
sapscially aminine, at which Lenny's normal equanimity finally broke and
he bellowed, "I rsalize that it is the historical prerogative of tenoras
to be stupid, but you, sir, have abussd the privilegsl"™

VI I I T AT T P S T I T T T A T A T S A T T ¥ /4

SPRING CLEANING DEPT. (ONE SEASON EARLY): In the procesa of unpacking
Christmas decorations, std.y I had coctanion to investigate two old and
largely forgotten cardboard boxen atuffed onto a shelf in the garage.

In them were a numbsy of itemw 0f no special intsreat, but also a faw

that might intrigue you - thinges which I'd forgotten ws had:

7= A Oonyx pen-holder, made for me by a former smplayes about ten
Fears ago| the gantleman (¥Willard Jewett) ocut, polished and rounded tha
stons himeself in his garsags, sat a pen into it, and precanted it to me,
Quite apart from the friendship involved, it i indescribably beautiful.
1 had thought for years that thim item was lostj now that it's found, it
finally kas ths honourad place on my desk that it deasrves.

2. A wood carving of s flying fieh, wade by ons ¥Warrsn Christian,
I navar knew Warren, but his nieoe was once (195B-60 or so) a pen-pal
of mine, Both Betty Christimn mnd her uncle Warren live on Pitcairn
Island, end are direct descendants of Flstoher Chriatian, ths leader
of the "Bounty" mutinesra,. This carving was Batiy's Christmaa gift to
my in 1958; a second carving (of a tarn) came in 1959, Jean hates the
flying fish, tolerates the tern, and has finally = after eleven years of
marriages - agreed to defeor to my requsat that they bs set out in the house.
My own feeling is that they are sxcellent work, and guite unusual - how
many of you have souvenirs of Pltcairn?

3. An old, yellowed, naarly-crumbled mewspaper from Hamilton, Ountario,
Canada, deted April 17, 1912. This has besn preserved because, on one of
the inside pages, thers is a brief atory mbout a bank manager named Hermann
Metxke who aborted an attempted robbery st his bank and killed the perpe-
trator. (Hersann was =y great-uncle.} 7This is all well and good, but
it jusat so happsns that this issus of the paper had a rather histerie
headline: »TITANIC STNKSI® Yup - the *Titanic® sank on April 15, tincle
Hersann killed the robber on the 16th, and the two stories came together
in the isave of the 17th. And my late Aunt dretchen saved the thing, not
for the 'Titanic’ bueinessa, but for the Uncle Hermann atory!

k., A series of eight letters, written to my grandfather by one Charles
Ross, a good friend and Journallst, from San Francisco about a week (et seqg,)
after the 1306 sarthquake, They describe in incredible and lucid detail the
disaster, the clty in the aftermath, and the feelings of the survivors, I
think I way print one or two of these - they are really intriguinge...
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IPIOTIC JOKES OF THE MONTH DEPT.

Bid yow hear about the pide—show artist with Ringling Bros,. who
cmnlled in aick one day, complaining ¢f w severe aword thromt?

And then there's the woman who wa= deathly afrsid of dentiste, but
had a horrible toothache wnd finally deocidad she ha? no recourese. Se
ahs want, sand the dentist put her in the shair amd atarted probing. Aftar
o fow moments he mtopped, locked at the patient and anid, "Madam, ars
you aware that your hand im clutehing my testiales?

"Yes, doctor, I am," replisd the patisnt, ™"And I amingoerely hops that
neither chne of ua will be hurt by this esxawmiI™

YAV AV AV AN AV AV AV AV VAV AV AV SV SV S N

PNCLE CORNIE SINKS FURTHER AND FURTHER INTO THE MIRE OF ROCK MUSIC

B.B.KING:1 Twenty Greatest Hite, I've sald before that I hate "Gremtast
Aits' mlbum=, but in the case of classice such aw this, there ain't toe
many choicesi the old disce are long ont of print, This guy is one of
the great onea in rook/R&B; soms people mesert that he's the greatest
of all, B.B. EKing syntheaizres a lot of things: Urban big-band jazs,
country bluems, e#arly black rock, and 'fiftiea dance rhythmas, "Hearvy
Metalt froaks won't like this etuffy it's too earthy, too intenge, toeo
husan. The rest of you? I'd be inclined to think yow'd find it poweriwl,
empgtional material. At the risk of misleading, this ia wvhers "son]l musioc’
originsted - deep, heartfelt intenaity in a rhythmio cioak, E.B. King is
aleo the griginator of "the atrut”™ - the guitariest atriding soross ths
atage, belting hls messags and waving his guitar in ssphasis. Mick Jagger
parfected the fdiom, bwit hers is the source, Incidentally, this tape ia
Italian-mada, and the fine print ia rather charming: Ws have "Lato 1 § 2%
instead of "3ide t & 2", and the legal disclaiser reads, "Riservati tutti
1 dritti del produgsione fonogr, e del prop. delltopers registr., BSalve
autorirz, sonc vietate la duplic, la locas. ¢ 1'ultilies, di guesto prod,
per pubbl, esec. ¢ radiodiff.” In other wordm, this is copyright stuff,
and no ripping 1t off or the Hafia will bs in contacts...

FONOQRAF: Wkat's The News, My, Wagrey? This chie ipn on Alsc onhly, and
1 venture to suggest that not one pingle reader has ever heard of it. The
enoamble *Fonograf' are, as the napwe implies, a studiv concoction that do
not do tours or concerts, they make discs and that's it. They also imftmte
a lot, but in & sanpsr sc charsing and startling that they siwply munpt be
taken periously. V¥What they imitate is Amarican bluss, American country rock,
and American light pop — and they do it all very well, with a fesling not
normally found in imitatora. Tt im especially unuaual to find auch fine-
tunsad, original ‘imitaticn® in a foreign group, hecause, you ses, 'Fonogreaf’
ara an Hungarian ensemble, and all songs are versed in Magyar. The #ffeot
is, to say the very leaat, mtriking, Do youn like The Carpentera? BPpil}
Staineaa? John Demver? Are you willlng to mccept Bill Staines singivg imn
an unknown tongue, and backed by m moderate electrioc rhythw? Then ask me -
I'il teps thia thing for you. Hecanse, Lord knows, you’ll never sver find
it on the open snrket....
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CREEDENCE CLEARWATER: The Horvie Album, If yon like rock, you don't
sead & dascription herejy CCR ars toe well known, teoo popular to require
detailed discusaion, They've split now, but in their day their albuas
hit the charts roughly every fifteen minutes. The particular tape cited
is merely a cospendbum of some of the graat numbers: ‘'Midanight Spmoial,”’
'Proud Mary*, 'Bad Heon Rising,’ 'Who'll Stop the Rein?,' eta., etc. If
there ip a better snsemble, pleass tell me of themj it'e hard to imagines.
Nete: 4 baockground im (and 1liking for) Little Richard, Cajun, and country
blues is a raquisite hers.

CLIFFON CHENIER: Jolie Bloan', You thought it was welrd reviewing
Fonograf on the last page, with country rock in Hungarian? Try this onet
Cajun roock inm Louwisiszna Fremch! Clifton Chenier ia a black sccordion-
Player from the bayous, and he takes traditiconsl Louisians wusic, meshas
it with mainstream REB, and conss up with something of incredible sxoite-
mant, Little Richard in walts tempo. Bobby DPay in French - a peculiarly
bastardized French at that. Atrong rhythms, blues tinges, and = drummepr
whe has & most avasing ability to play snares and bass drum and cyabals
and smoke & sigarette all at once « I sheuld know, I met Clifton and his
band in 1968, and they put on gquite s rousing mshow. These are scarce
records these days, but they're out there; if you ean't find thew (they're
on the Arhoolie label), ank me to get "em for Yewu, or to tape them.

to bs Gﬂlt-d..--aoaao
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A ATEGOSAUORTUS NOT EATING GROTTLED GUREEPS
Eric FP. von Metzke

Gouache on Kitchen Table
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APROFOS of the GCresdence Clearwster comment con the previons pagem, I harve
an Important Question. How, I like theas guys mnd all, but I am atruggling
with ths lyriam. And, in one particoular ocase, I have the lyrics down but
I'm struggling with the meaning.

Pray tall, what inm the hell im "chooglin'"?

TV AV AV AV A SV A A AV A A

MADCON '87 has been ascheduled, or maybe that's re-achsduled, for the first
weeksnd in June - I have no oaleandar, but T think we're laooking at June
4-5-6 heres, It haud besn intanded for abvout a wonth later, but ressrvations
at the Student Onion conflicted, so these ars the new mnd final dates.

I plan to attend (444 you know that round-trip on Amtrak is only
$200, and I get to see Portland in the bhargain?), and hops to mest as
wmany of you there am I possibly vsan.

Unfortunately, the dates thesy*ve nslescted will pome =& problem for me
in another vein. There is no way in the world that I cen held wy own pro-
posad "Con-Con' ons weekend, drive or train back east the next, and still
malntain my faclly coumitsents mt m time when both children are Juat about
te get out of scheol for the suwasr. Bo - CON-CCON is cancellsd for mow.
1*11 do it again, sowmetiwes;, when schedules mssh bettsr, I'1ll just ride the
train (six daya round tripi), attend HMadCon for a day or two, and get bask
in timwas to do the snd-of-schoal bit,

To thoss of you who had planned to drive esst with we = well, mayhe
we can work it out anyway. Bob - eall your lecal Amtrak, get a guote
from Portland to Hadisorn (the trip ia %1 hours sach way) and sss if you
can join we for a cross-couniry adventure., 1'4d love your company. And
Davidy TIt*ms easy, you're mo clamsse, all you do ia plan to be at MadCon
on that weskend; I’1ll buy dinner, we can share floor spacs or a room,
and T*']1]l stomp you mt your cholce of games,

Thess revimed dates are, I predict {(scorrowfully), going to pome a
problem for soms. So many of us are students or teachers, and thiwm
may well create a conflict with the snd-of-sesenter/quarter exams, ato.
I hope attendance won't be utterly shattered as a result....
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COMPLETE WASTE OF TYME DEPT.: ‘'Parade,' a Sunday-supplement magacine
vhich comea with many newspapers across the country, has recently begua
a new feature. Thay've hired a lady named Marilyn Mach vos Savant, a
3I9=year-old raving beauty, to do a QA solumn, Heyr claim to fams iz that
she 1a on record es having the highest I.Q. escore ever recordsd - 230 on
an unapecified scales, So, 'Parade’ has iavited readsrs to "challshge her
to do what ahe does best = think.™

Fine po far? Yeah, but look at the queationa they give her. *wWhat
kind of musioc do you listen to when you'ra alone?” *Do you think Iran or
Irmq will win the Arab Gulf war?" "Do yom believe in GodT™

1 would @deeply appreciate it if some reader would enlighten we. Wwhat
exsctly do questiona much as thame have to do with a high I.0.7 Eh?
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MOST NOTABLE STUPID QUOTE OF 19861 'The next issue...({will bes)} m moves-
only issue, with no preas, no lattars, ns articles, and no nothlng else."

- C, von Metzkse, COBTAGUOANA, Yol. XI, No. 5, P.7
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POSTAL CATHEDRAL, ANTYONE? I've recently discovered a new games (new to me,
at any rate) to whioch I have bacome uttsrly addictsd, 'Cathedral' comea .
in a red box which looks exactly like "Trivial Purault,' but the similarity
ands right there. 'Cathedral® is for two playsys. It iavelves a tompeti-
tive attempt to bulld a medimeval walled city atop a board pimiler to a
chess-board, with pre-formed buildings the tokens and points acorsd for
territory claimed and/or number of buildings built, The gams enda when
no-one can bulld any more, and the winner is the cna who has, by strateglo
Placement of hias edifices, built the wost and accumulated the wmost terri-
tory.

The game is on sale in Amsrica for the frighteming price of $h0=45,
and originates from New Zealand, It ie s truly fine gams ast - real wood,
top gquality in all reapecte, It even cowss with a printesd endorssment
from aightelub aiager Johan Davidson.,

I have bought the game, and would very much like to teach it to some
of wy readers., I bave also designed a mock-up whick can be used in lieu
of spending all thoae bucks on your own set, The result would be roughly
squivalant to playing that old standard *Battleship' on graph paper with
pancil, ss opposed to apsnding greesn things om the currently-the-rage
"Elactronlic Battleaship" set.

Is anyone interseated? The gase can be played quite easily with or
without referes, and I would bs more then thrilled to sponsor an unlimitad
nusber of gases either ans opponent, referee or mersly reporter. I will
supply to any interested party my veraion of the rules (merely a photocopy)},
& mook-up board and a full sst of playing-piecs configurations. Cost is
$1.50. Or, ssnd a 22c stampsd envalope for juat the rules, and decide
on that basis whether you want more,

It atrikes me ams the moat unusual, most intriguing gase of pure skill
that I have ancountered in wontold years., I think it cvould easily taks
ite place alongaide various other two-psrson games - chsss, backgamman,
Mah-Jongg, et¢., a5 a real olassic with an endless challenge. And if any-
one wiwhes te try it, hers in ¢O3TA, there’as mno reason in the world why
I oouldn't accomodats reports of a vast number of games = after all, there
would be no adjudication (the move ie either legal, or it isn't), no press,
and no filler, Why, I'1ll betcha I could do twenty CATHEDRAL gawes on ons
page, and prepars and type the whole thing in half an hour.

Anyone wanns try 1it7?
TV VAV VAV AV AV AV A A N N A A |

MOTHER GOOSE & GRIMM Mike Felen

WINNIE THE PUNK
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A NOTABLE LETTER FROM ROD WALKER:

'm wvery gratified that you published Craig Mills' thoughtful and interesting fetter, 1 don't a-
gree with it much, but | enjoyed reading HIt. 1'm also going to answer tt, although the letter does
stray quite a blt from the point ' was primarlly making: that the "teachings of Jesus" don't refate
at all to what we now call "porn®. Cralg does bring uvp one passage (Matthew $5:27-32} which
might be iInterpreted a relating indirectly to the subject--but I my opinion It doesn't. Most of
Cralg's letter, however, Is more general In context.

Assessing JeSus as an historical figure is as much Inhibited by the sources as it Is assisted by
them. Albert Schweitzer's famous Search for the Historical Jesus (1910) remains the best summary
of how that search proceeded over two centuries, even H his own conclusions were outflanked by
newer thinking wvirtually even as he wrote the manuscript. Traditlonal Christianity stift insists on
the literal truth of the received text (something long known to be impossible) and on the absolute
cofrectness of received Interpretations. Some of those tatter will wvary from =mect o sect, of
course. However, not only Is the recelved text unreliable without intensive analysls, the received
interpretations are all too often dead off-target, This creates an almost Insuperable problem in any
discussion of this subject between those who really want to get at tha truth and those who want
to preserve the received text and sectarlan readings at any cost. Cralg doesn't Impress me as to-
taity hridebound In that regard but we could run Into problems In that area which would render thla
whole thing a debate betwen apples and oranges.

Referring to Jesus as a "humanist® is not In the least an mnachronism, as Craig suggests. It
is true the term Is more moderp, but in fact humanism is very anclent, originating at least wlith
the Greeks. Renalssance humanism was marely thelr expression of Grasco-Roman phllosophic val-
ves, Humanism was in the alr in early Palestlne, and to argue that the actual term wasn't used
until some centuries tater Is avoiding the Issue. Jewish humaniam flourished mostly among the Per-
ushim -- the Pharisees. At their worst the Pharisees were pettifogging pedants, and It is against
these antihumanistic Individuals that Jesus hurled some his most stinging rebukes —- not as examp-
tars of the cause, but as traltors to It. At thelr best, the Pharlsess sought to humanize and
soften the rigors of the Law., .Jesus went further and aimed at overhauling It (which explalns his
otherwise puzzting fallure to "convert" any great number of his contemporaries).

1 want right now to dispose of the notion that 1st-Century Jawish soclety wasn't operating
under a gross double-standard as regards the genders. Under the Law, "adultery™ was defined as
infldelity on the part of a marrled woman oniy. An affair between a married man and an vnmar-
rled woman was not considered adultery. Certainly it was not socially approved, but neither was
it punlshed and it was generally winked at, Furthermore, as Cralg's discussion clearly shows, it
was the woman who was viewed as the chlef tempter amn chief culprit in adultery cases. Further-
more, it's Instructive to note In the story Craig cltea {John 7:53-8:11), even though the gullty coup-
fe was caught in the act, it appears to be only the woman who Is being punished {whereas the
Law requires both of them to be stoned)., Similarly, In divorce: under ths Law, only a man may
give a woman a t {writ of divorce), not the other way around. The traditional wording of a @i
in the Mishnah (Gittin 9:3) futher empbasizes this: "Behold, you are free to marry any man.
Jesus was clearly offended by this sort of injustice.

Jesug did indeed say he had come to "fulflit" tha Law; but we must be careful of that term,
The Greek word translated as "tulfilI" means many things. It could mean "carry out”, "complete",
or "bring to a culmination”. . .but It can also mean "clarify"” or "reveal the true meaning of".
We don't know what the original Aramalc was, so Jesus' statement must remaln enlgmatic--and
not a eclearcut statement of "messtanic® purpeose, which is usually the recelved Interpretation. We
might be able to get at this statement by observing Jesus'® attitude toward the Law In hls own
time, Statements and actions of his which can reasonably be regarded ms authentic shaow a thinly
velled contempt for the Law's more unreasonable strictures. Jesus refused to countenance the ex-
acution of a woman clearly guilty of adultery: be consorted with unclean persons; he accomplished
and permitted work on the Sabbath., In faoctk, his statement that the Sabbath was made for man,
and not man for the Sabbath, is not only a frantal attack on the Law as undarstood In his time,
it |z the most perfect statement one could find of a humanist position. My own reading of "fuf-
fin", therefore, Is "reveal the truve meaning of" the Law. By revealing the true meaning of the




.

17

Law, Jesus' misslon is itself ravaaled: that of replacing the shadows with the substance (the two
"Great Commandments”), |t was to have been a gloricus ravolution In Judaic thought; but it fzlled
and Instead bore the garishly mutated fruit of Christianity. [t could have been worse: the (Gnost-
Ics very nearly got the upper hand, It now appears.]

{By the way, Craig, premarital sex and rape were not necessarily capital offenses: the former
never was and the latter only if the wvictim was married. Otherwise, only a fine was Involved,
An unmarrled man who seduced a virgln not only paid, but was obllged to marry her. More im-
portantly, and typlcal of the anti-female thinking of the tlme, she was forced to marry the man
who raped her. Loveriy.)

As to Matthew 5:27-32 - does this In fact represent an added stricture, as the received in-
terpretation wants us to believe? | doubt it. FIrst of all, the sarings of Jesus were originally
preserved In pithy, epigrammatic form, without the surrounding context, The Gospsl of Thomas,
despite the lata (and ecitorially mutilated) state of Ilts content, still shows uvs the form of these
original testimony collectlons {on which the present Gospels are partly based}. They are mostly
1- and 2- szentence statements, with no hint of context or clrcomstance. 1T Jesus' preaching style
clearly makes axtensive use of irony and paradox. Mo doubt many of his hearers failed to plck up
on what he meant, even though they were impressed by what he said, And what was remembered
and retained later on was conditioned by many vartables. Certainly the intent of many sayings
would be lost when the pithier parts were removed from the context. %% That seems to be
what happenad in this case. It's unreasonable to suppose that Jesus actually intends to make the
Law satricter. It's mora reasonable to supposs that he trying to impress his audience how difficult
it is to aveld disruptive saxual temptations and how much effort must ba devoted to avolding acts
which whl destroy otherwise harmonjous families, "Do you think It Is easy to avodd adultery?
How can that be, which even If you look at a married woman Justfully, you have committed adul-
tery with her in your hearti” [The term %adultery™ in the actual Gospel passage means that only a
married woman lg meant.] "If you can't even avoid the small teamptation of lust, how can you av-
old the act |f opportunity arlses? It's hard work to avold wrongful acts.” Of course that's just
one reconstruction of the possible context (and {'Ml be using one similar to It in my novel [tenta-
tively] The Mank however, the point | most want to maks here is that we can’t assuma automat-
ically that either the recelved text or the received interpretation of Jesus' sayings will always be
correct, Mn the present Iastance, | can't see any potentlal quarrel with the text {incomplate though
it obviouwaly Is), but the interpretatlon comes from an Institution tar more Interested In moral out-
rage than in humanity.

Mow we have John T:53-8:11. Cralg rightly points out ig a late insertion where we find it
{iIt's one of the few passages which demanstrably got Inte the recelved text after the book was
written down In otherwise its present form).

[Bottom of p.10, Cralg talks about my use of the idea of "late additions". This is, agreed,
less obvious. The Gospels aro all built up out of other written or oral materials, These sources
in turn contain layers of material. Sceme of It Is authentlc and some of It was created after

Jesus' death within the context of the evolutlon of the early church. A lot of scholarly hard

work has gone into identifying which materials are which, and whHe absolute certainty is impossi-
ble, there Is a lot of relatlve certainty in many areas. A splendld modern source which summar-
izag a lot of modern progress here Is Jesus by ths Dutch thaologian Edward Schiliebeeckx, quite
possibly the best mind presently working on the sublect.}

Anyway, Cralig actually downpiays how intrusive the passage In John really is. For one thing
It disrupts the narrative {and the narrative in John Is very disordered anyway). In vocabulary and
syntax It is entirely unJohannine; and instead t's typically Lucan {in fact, this same passage also
appears in some garly mss. of Luke). bt Is theretore wholly foreign to John. (That's actualy a
relie¥s since John is the most manlpulated, distorted, and inauthentic of all the cancnical Gospels.)

Does thls mean that the story ksn't authentic? No. This may be the same story which Euse-
bius says the Church Father Paplas recounted out of the Gospel According to the Hebrows. GH
i3 in many quarters considered to be a testimonial source used by the authors of Matthew and
Luke. If this story was in GH, then It apparently floated around lcose from the tst Century until
the 3rd or 4th, when it was inserted Into various places in John.




18

[That 15, this story Is found in different tocations in different early mss. of John; In one of

them, at the very end of the book.]|

. The story of the adulteress Is manifestly a very late and Intrusive interpolation into John: but
for all that It may be one of the most authentic storles we have about Jesus. The pecutiar detait
about writing in the dust...an inexplicable and almost loony aspect of the story...has all the hall-
marks of a real memory of a real evant.

[Jesus' doodling on the ground here Ig the sublect of quite a debate among possible explana-
tions.  The Anchor Bible editlon of John lists 5 possibitities (I.333f). Desmond Stewart {The For-
elner, ¥981) suggests it might be sand-writing, then as now a form of divination in Egyptian magic-
al practice. This incident Is in fact one of the main guns in the arsenal of those who claim
that Jesus dabbled in magic {e.g., Morton Smith, Jesus the Maglcian [1978]).]

Be that as it may, what can we learn from this Incident?

First of all, Jesus absolutely oppozes the punishment for adultery which Is prescribed by the
Law. Here, as elsewhere, Jesus stands precisely In the role of the "prophet ke Moses" proclalmed
in Deuteropomy 18:15-13; that is, he has hrought a naw Law. People who fall to sea the wholly
revolutionary purpose In Jesus' career have fafled to come te grips with what's poing on here.

Secondly, this is one of the places we see Jesus' fundamental opposition to Judicial murder,
I don't see how any Christian can favor or support caplta! punishment except through massively
seff-delusive hypocrisy. But | digress.

Thirdly, this story shows, on analysls, that Jesus recognized and condemned tha double
standard of his own soclety. He throws out the challenge that only a man without sin should cast
the first stone. This passage seems ludicrous on the face of It {although the church accepts this
still surface meaning n all seriousness). The men whom Jesus addressed would have laughed him
to scorn and stoned the lady If all he meant was any old sins. Obviousily no man's hand would ba
stayed If his sins were on the order of reciting the paragraphs of the Shema In the wrong order
or has sworn a valn oath {examples of minor and major sins under the Law). Jesus must mean a
capital sin hers. But how many of these men could have bheen guilty of a capital sin and still
live? Obviously what Jesus meant {and probably actually sald more directly) is: ™et him who has
not skwmed in this manner™. . .calling thelr attentlon to the fact that each of them had done what
the woman had done but had not themselves been stoned {elther bocauze the woman was unmarried
or because they didn't get caught). [Raymond E. Brown, in the Anchor Blbia John, by the way,
spins the interesting speculation that the woman in this story may have been the victim of entrap-
ment. Fascinating, but not as important to interpreting the text as he secems to believe it is.]

Fourthly, where, really, is the forgiveness in this story? Cralg's assertion aside, It Jsn't In
or through Jesus {who does not say, "I forglve you" or "you are forgiven"). Jesus merely remarks,
"Nelther do | condemn you." To get any decper Into this subject now would entall a lengthy expo-
sition now and ongoing theological arguments which would HIl many, many COSTAs. And there
would still be no way of settilng the lssue with any finality. Let me just say here that I'm con-
vinced that the church has who!lly misinterpreted Jesus' message. For him, faith, repentenca, for-
giveness, salvation, and the Kingdom are atl wholly internal matters for each Individual human be-
Ing. Traditional dogma In these matters is quite simply wrong. The story of the adulteress,
probably one of the most ancient and asthentic storles about Jesus we possess, Ig a keystone to un-
derstanding just how wrong the Church is,

All of which doesn't settle the "porn" question, does It? My original point was that there Is
ne teaching of Jesus which relates specifically to this question. One can argue only by Indirection
at best. Porn is a human weakness, perhaps, but hardly sinful or wicked--it contraveness neither of
the two Great Commandments. (Yes, there are some circumstances with the production of wvisual
porn which do 50 at times, but I'm trying to look only at the generality.) In a more cynlcal mood
| might say vive la faible. However, everyone has waaknesses, and It's no sin to cater to them so
long as this harms no one else. Parhapz In a more truly human world {(which Jesus envisioned but
falled to bring about) peaple would pot have weaknesses: they would certalnly have no wish to harm
othars, as {5 the rule presently. ‘Fhat's what Jesus was telling us: that we can achleve whoaleness,
but that each of us can only do It for him/hersetf. Guldance and encouragement are all anycne
else, including God, can offer us; and God's ability is not very great. The traditional theology wil

A
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tell you that God can do it all; you have only to "believe'. The traditional theclogy wilt tell you
that some Innocent acts are sins and some horriblte acts are merilorlous. And it will tell you that
"salvation™ js something awarded wholly cutside the self, whereas it is really the self alone which
can achieve It. [t's no wonder, then, that the most depraved and violent of humans are found to
have traditionalist/fundamentalist Chrigtian upbringings, The church's fallures, In this regard as In
many others, may be traced to tha delusive nature of fts baslc doctrines.

Please don't misunderstand: | don't hate the churches. They are mostly usefu] social Inctity-
tions and they've preserved the truth about Jesus buried In their own deluslons about him, But
the churches have lost the ability to listen to the voice of God. That volce Is there whenaver
the truth iz belhy spoken. There have continually been prophets among us, but the church mostly
gshung or ignores them. Sometimes they are even part of the church and expose Its sterility from
within {az Jesus did with the .Judaism of his own time). To [Mustrate, let me name a few! Charles
Darwlin, Sigmund Freud, Albert Einstein, Plerre Tellhard de Chardin, Loren Eisley, Stepben Jay
Gowld, Edward Schilebeeckx, and even (horrors!) Bertrand Russell. [I find it strange, and yet
uvnsurprising, that an atheist should be considerably closer to God than John Paul 11 and Infinitsly
closer than Pat Robertson. Wyouw want a modern analogue to what Jesus was really like, Lord Rus-
sell is certainly a prime candidate.)

And again, i have digressed. That's the danger of discussing the infinitessimally minor issue
of "porn"™ in a religious context. Major and complex Issupas get ralsed. You get 3- and 4-page let-
ters discussing things about which even large books aren't necessarily adeguate. You get Craig
Mills and me and no doubt others filing your pages with what meost of your readers might regard
as claptrap, You'll have to decide how far you want this to go, Conrad -- because It will go very
far if you lat it.

Let's return to the "porn" question at the end. Cralg wlll argue that even if Jesus really
didn't get down to the precise subject, the general tenor of hls teachihgs suggests that he was a-
gainst it, 1 can't say this argument would be demonstrably incorrect--but | wouldn't agree with It
svither. Back to the "lust..adultery” saying of Matthew 5. Jesus is addressing himsalf here to the
fantasy [ife of the pormal male. Although both genders have sexual fantasles, the male's Is appar-
ently ongoing almost continuously. A recent study supggested that the mormal male has a thought
of some sexual content every 25 saconds. That sounds a bit much, but I'? bet it’s not more than,
gay, a8 minute off. What Jésus was getting at was: If your fantasy life revolves around somebody
else's wife, the fantasy will make the deed that much easier, so you really have to watch It. The
fantasy fs dangerous, hut the deed Is bhad karma.,

Porn, howaver, iz often part of one's fantasy ilfe. iIn some ways, it's aven a positive part,
since it directs the fantasy away from some specific person and toward idealized and unattalnchle
bodies. | have no problem with people who wish to avold it because of moral standards they bhave
set for themselves {so long as they recognize that this Is purely an individual cholce and not a
response to gome unlveraal principle). MNor do | have a problem with people who hold that porn is
fn bad taste. Chacun a son t, of course; we alfl have opinions in that regard. For instance (8
anent another COSTA discussion), | consider rock music to be right down there, tastewise, with
"nigger" jokes and cheap imitations of Michagtangelo's "David”. Lapses in taste are hardly sinful:
why, even Beethoven and Mozart {especially Mozarl} had lapses In taste. (As anybody who knows
thelr pottery can attest, the anclent Greeks {whose taste we o admirs nowadays] absolutely adored
porn. | flgure that If {"'m with Sokrates and Alkibiades, | can't be poing all that wrong.

Which brings me back to "Suzanne", whose charming capers prompted atl this dreary deep dis-
cussion. Whatever olsa sha Iz, she ain't porn--a point | made bafore and which hasn't since beon
addressed. Satire, yes, and pretty good too. Porn? Get serjouS....

Let me conclude with a personsl note. M'm not much into haterosoxual porn, but I've seon a
few. Possibly the funnlest, sexiest, and yet most frightening pornflick aver made was "The Devlf in
Miss Jones", an old ctasafc which y'all ought to see If you haven't, Thare Iz art and meaning to
this fiim, unlike most of the genre. It, and a bit of dogperal verse, inspired an as-yat unpublished
fantasy short of mine, "Miss Twye"”. {'Il close with the verse, . .it's cute. '

Miss Twye was soaping her breasts In the batt,
When she heard behind her a meaning laugh.
And to her surprise she discovered .

A wicked man In the bathroom cupboard,
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THE GAMES N ﬁ\_A,ﬁx_k \-‘*—_{-““ﬂaﬁg
L PHE DEADLINE FOR THE NEXT MOVEA
IN ALL GAMES WILL BE

SATURDAY, JANUARY 3%, 1987
e e

QAME 1985D - The Narcoclaptioc Nilgal - on bold

I regret that it will be nscessary to atall this wns. Last lasue
I printed mn English build of F Lon. Untertunately, this is not what
ths player ordersdj his bulld was A Lon. He wrote it clasrly, but I
copied 1%t mloppily, and when it came tims to type up the report, I sis-
read sy own handwriting, Further, I was apprisesd of this error only ia
the lant fow daye, and I've now been amsked to hold the game ovar te allow
time for the correotion to sink in,

And while wa'rs about it, letts mention the other goof. The German
retreat last time was to 3tP, nmot Lyn - the latter being already coocupled.

I have moves from all players, but with this holdover I will socept
changea until tha above-captioned deadline.

TN NN EEEEEEEEEEEENNEEEEENNNNNS NN,
GAME 1986 1 - Thomas R. Marshall {*Jikad-II") = on hold

Again, a delay is needed. Only yrecently has it proved possibls to
pond claar and usabls maps to all playersj they were sailed several darys
ago, along with a few clarifications of rulea.

Armed at last with these, I think wa can go on smoothly. S&pring 635
Mowens {or changea to extant submisasions) are now finally and unsquivocamlly
echaduled for the deadlins bracketsd abovs.

VAV AV VAV AV AV VAV AV AV B A N A A e

GAME 19B5HE -~ The Delirious Dik-Dik - W.05/58,06

Regrettably, Ron Brown kas not bsen heard from, Rusaia thus becomes
the propsrty of Larry Botimer. In departing, Ron has aolved one problem
but ¢reated one far mores asverst! He has sliminated the confuasisn between
himaelf and the Hon Brown of Cansda, but by the same token he has removed
cne of the brightest and weat intereating vembers this hobly has recantly
hade I will mien him, and so will many othsra, I hope he will coms back
mone day, or nt the very least keep in touch....

AUSTRIA builde A Bud. RUSSIA removas A Ank,

AUSTRIA (John Walker): a bul s per-rum. & sAy & arv-ack, = ser-rus,.
a arm-ank, a tri s viea. m rum-nukr. a vise s tri. a war s rum-ukr.
a bud 8 sar-rum. f con & arsm-ank.

ENGLAND (8imon Billenness)t a yor-bel. f den-kie. eng & yor-bal.
f owy he £ nth ¢ yor-bsl.
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FRANCE {Robert Acheson): = gan & par-bur. & BAr s ppi. & par-bur, f mid
he f mpa sc h,

GQERMANY (Daniel Gorheam)r = bel-bol. & ruh-mun. { hel-nth. f pic-bel.

ITALY (Pat Jensen): = _tyo—mun. a ven-tyo. f 1lyo-tyn. T wes-tun,

RUSBIA {(Larry Botimer): a boh-gal. a bsr s ENG den-kies. a pev-mosn.

& ukr & boh-gal, f bla-smav. f awe-bot,

Fussisn army Ukraina snnihilated, Ho retrests,

See top of last page for Fall 1906 deadlines this will be the newv format
5o watch for Qt....

FROM THE GERMAN IMPERIAL H.Q.!: Desar England; WwWe might as well make o publie
declaration of a pence tremty: "He war no mors.” OK?

§3 BA 34 AN gy BN g9 AN 3 AR ¢ OB ¢ BA 33 BA 3 AR 3 BA g AR ¢y AR 53
GAME 19860 - The Convoluted Cassowary - Fall 1904

The French army Rubhr retreated to Munich, as anticipated, And I
regrot to have to announce Reon Brown's departurs ss Ruwelie, and kis replace-
went am what's left of Rueaia by Feter Mateunas. {(Pon't mimread this; I
do not regrst Pster's arrival, he's rapidly bspowing a very fine frisnd.
But sae the intro-blurbd to the previous game for oy real regrat,)

AUSTRIA (Evanes Givan)y & bud-vie. a tyo-ven, & trli s budavis. £ alb
e ITA ion,
ENGLAND (Robert O'Donnelll)t w owy-atp, f ntheshige f bar-nwy. I aske=-swe,.
FRANCE {lLarry Potimer): & pie-tyo. a bur a mun. a pic & bur. a2 mun =
bur. f mid-wes,
GERMANY (Michael Pustilnik): a hol & bel. & bel & ruhe a kie s bar-mun.
® ber-mun, & ruh & ber-mun, f den s ENJ ake-aswe,
ITALY (Robert Greier):t a apu s AUS tyo-ven., a tun-pie. ¢ adr s ion,
f dom h,
RUSSIA (Peter Mateunas)! = sev-mos, a boh-viy, = #i)l s OER kie-mun.
a4 gal-bud, I owe s GER den,.
TORKE elinda Holley): & ser s rum-bud, a rum-bud. 2 ess-ion.
f aog = gre. I gre s was-ion. { con-bul sc.

Franch A Mun annihileted, Russian f Swe may ratreat tec Bal, Bot,
Fin or o.t.b.; adjustmsnts may be conditional,

CENTRES y

Az &3 vwie, Dwd, tri, ven. Even,

Ex &1 len, lvp, ¢di, nvy, ewe, stp. Build two.

F: 5: pary bre, mar, apa, por, Build one.

@t 63 ber, kie, muwn, hol, besl, den. Even.

I 3t rom, map, FPun. Rsmors one.

Rt 3t sev, mom, war. Resmovs two,

Tt 71 con, smy, ank, grs, esr, bul, rum. BPuild one,

(Bes top of P,20) Next deadline is for retreate, adjustments and
Bpring 1905 movea all at once, Conditionmsls allowed, of course.

FRANCE TO ITALY: HNow T understand, yom learned to play from barwood
Bowen. That sxplefns everything.

FRANCE TO ITALY: Comparad to what I was called on the footbmll field,
your teras fall teo impresas =me,
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TORKEY TO JAMUL: Nervous? Why shonld 1i*l ol* me make you nervousT
JANMOL TO TURKEY: Oh, I dunno,..dompetition with that sind of yours, msayhe?

FRANCE TO JAMUL: Does your mind always rumn to food...to blacuit, to
deout, ato.? .

JAMUL: More like prime rib and chooclats mousse, but...yest

AUSTRIA TC ITALY: Well, how d4id the Evil from the South do thie time?
Do we have any dote laft?

JAHUL: Yes, a few, but bowars the Great White-out in the Bky....

FRANCE TO JAMUL: All right, how about "Let's rumble? That should give
¥ou a chance to exercise your imaginationt

JAMUL: Heay, friend, could we maybe coss up with scmething wlse? Thia is
California. Down hare, "rumble’ refers to the sarth shaking and skyscrapers
crumbling around us. Do you miad terribly net resinding me?

AUSPRIA TO RUSSIA: Anothsr NMR and you'll have an mlly in your centesrs,
b 4 b‘t-

JAMUL TQ AUBTRIA: Did you havs any money on that betl If so, can I
borrow soms of your winnlngse?

FRANCE TO TURKEY: It's dimguasting the way people toady for yom, Ir I
didn't know better, I'd awsar you lived in Flushing, New York.

JAMUL: HNot gquite, but by our Wastern standards, it's a suburb....
FRANCE TO AUSTRIA: wWhat a winplt Just ancther tosdy for Millifiocsnt....

JAMUL: Well, why net? It ls Christoss, and it is eold...vhat's so bad
sbout a little hot toady?

TURKEY TO FRANCE: I ¥now why you're nervous.
FRANCE TO ENGQLAND: Sigh! I bow to the inesvizabls.

W PN e T e N Y e W VY Y T T VoY T T T T VoY T Ve 34 Fo V¥ 3p Yo ¥5 Vi Vi T4 74
GAME 1983CL - The Sulcidal Suni « Winter 1913

It has been reaquesated that this game ba held at Winter owing to thas
complaxity of the adjuatmenta. HNoc problem with me, 5o hers we have 1it:

France retresatas F Mid-Por and builda F Bre. Runsia sent no orders,
#0 the Gamsgmaster retreata the Aray Tyrolia te cobliviocn and further removes
F Eng and F Nwg, Turkey bwilda A Ank, A Smy and has no place to put the
third.,

It is re-proposed that this game be conoeded to Turkey. Voteas with
Spring, Fleassj votea not received count as "yes.,' And for a standby
for Ruesia, how abont Jaks Walters, PO Box 1064, Brooklins, MA 02146,

Deadline for Spring 191k orders/changea is on Page 20,

ERD oF PAGE
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GAME 1986AC -~ The Bisexual Bear - Fall 1903
AUSTRIA (Nalsom Heintgman}: a gal s RUS war., a gre-serl. = bud=-tri,

f alb » TUR asg-ion, £ mid-eng.

ENGLAND (Part Denny): a lon-plc. f sng ¢ lon-plc. f stp neo h. f iri-
mid. f oly-nak,

FRANCE (David Anderson): a gag-mar, & pic-par. f por m AUS mid-mpa.
f bra-eng.

QERMANY (Johm Crosby)t a bel = ENI lon-ple, a bur = bal. =a mar & ITA
apas & Sll-ver, a kile-den, a pru » pil-war, f dsn-nth,

ITALI’%%hhorE Greler)t = naf-tun, a ven-tus. f{ spa mc s AUS wmid.
I tyn-wen,

RUBETIA (Blair Cummck}): HNMR, a ukr /r/ o.t.b. =& war h.

TURKEY (Stephan Wilcex): mn ukr & pav-moes, & rub-ser, a ssv-mos, a bul
2 rus-ger,. [ asg~=ion, f bla=rum,

RETREATA: Nona, PRESSt None,
CENTRES 1

At h: vwie, bud, tri, gre, Relove cne,

E:r %t lon, lvrp, edi, nwy, stp. Even.

Fr 3: par, bre, por. Remove one.

dr B8: ber, kie, mun, hol, bal, den, =wve, mar. Build ons.
I: 5: rom, nap, ven, tun, apa. Pulld cne.

R: 1 war, Even.

*;y B8: com, way, ank, wev, mos, ru,, bul, aer, Bulld two.

Let's hold it next round to sdjnotments, sh? Ses Pags 20 for deadline.
No standby will s called for Blair, now or im the Spring.

IS8 —= v mm mmmm e e = SIS S

GAME 1986Arb32 - Schuylsr Colfax (‘dunbeat’) - winter 1904 / Spring 1305
In the Winter, Rusasia ratremted A Ssv=Mos, Italy built A Yem and T Rom.

ENGLANKD: a dsn-sve. a lon-nwy. f iri-eng. £ wal-lon, T kie-hol. f hel
8 kig=hel, [ nth o lon-nwy.
FRANCE: a bur-sar. a tyo-pie. f eng s bel-nth. f bealenth. I mid-por.
GERMANT: 5 hol h.
ITALY: a bud-sesr. a mar-gas, =» gal=vie, a tri » bud-ser. a ven~tyo,.
f rom-tyn. f nap-ion. f alb-gre. f =pa sc - mid,
RUSSIAr a mos h, a ukr-war, &8 bar-aun. f bal-sws.
TORKEY: & ser-alb. a sev g bul-rum, a bul—yrum, I{ asx-ion, [ iom-adr.
f axrm n Bev, f gre ® meg-ion. f bla s bul-rum.

Ratreate! German A Hol sannihilsted. Turkiah A Ser-Bul, c.t.b.y Fall
moves may be conditional on phim {fairly obvious) abagquatulation.

ITALY TO LONDCON: Paris 1s beaufiful any time of year,

ENGLAND TO ITALY: I will take A mors active movement toward the French pig
womsh next turn - sapetinlly next ysar., Ruesia keeps questioning whe owne
Scandinarim, This will hopefully gat squarsd away quickly,.

FROM FRANCE TCO ALL: Just walt until next yearl
RUSSIA TO ENQLAND: Can I exchange Berlin for Sweden? JI'm moving to Hunioh,
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ITALY TQ GERMANY: You'rs welcooe,

ENGLAND TO JAMUL: As I understand from Rusocian press, they are frisnde with
France and England? 1 feel so trusting that I anacunce my plannad trips
intoe Norway and 3weden ara only for sightsesaing,.

JAMUL: Yeas, of couras, that's what they all say....
RUSSTA TO TURKETY: Pax?
ITALY TO TURKEY: Northl Not wentl

VAV AT AN AN VA T AT AN T A P A T AP P P A T AT A AN AN R A A A A
GAME 19B6AP¥ {06 - Return J,. Msigse, Jr, {"Rather 8illy 2,.75') - interim

Moves will continue to be received through the desdllite for all games
as remarked on Page 20. In the weanwhile, it is wy honocur to advise that
I have orders on file for you 1f this space 1ls ticked: a

VAR TR A R A S AN N A T T S T I T S A T I AR I I T I T B T B/

RATLWAY RIVALS: ‘Pimaalione' (U3 487C)

I am in process of putting together my own sst of housms rulsa for my
Railway Rivals ganes. They won't differ msuch froem David's but thay make
a few thinga clearsr- and in at lesst ons cass, they may make a radical
change; I don't really know, but I'm doing it =y way mnyway.

Pending complation of thase rulea, let me adviss you of & faw ltema
in advance:

1« I will continue to provide thrae die throwe per turni in affect,
for purposea of postal apeed-up, this represents threses regulmr Lturme per
the in-perscn rules., YTou may, however, tremt thess thres rolls as cne grand
total in most reaspecta, Ses the next game for a clesar sxampls of what this
megans in practical terms.

2» In cone particular respsat, however, the thres throws will indeed
be taken meparably, This 1a in regard to bcocpuses for reaching towna. If
¥you reach a town, say, on the first of the thres throws, your bonos will
atsrus a8 from that moment, and may be spent if desired during the second
and third throws of the sams postal turm.

3. If two (or, theoreticmlly, mors) playsrs resch a town gilmultanecusly,
the bonua for being firat les sgually divided., The sams appliem if players
build alongeide one ancther aimultanecusly; the payments to rivals wiil
in effect offset. Simultaneity is determined by counting from the beginning
of each turn; in the present case, the die rolls were 5-4-5, and thenme
will be treated sma a single progression of 14, If twe of you arrive at
the same point, both on the seventh of theme fourteen extensions, asimul-
taneity exlets; if one arrives on six and ancothar on five, than five was
thers firet and six geta to pay (or loses tha bonua)., In other words,
it vattera not one whit whether you're both there on the same turng what
ia important ia when during the turn you got there.

4, Bocnusne of an asbiguity in the Aserican rules, pleams take thip
apparently obricus rule to heart: ¥No mlayer may, on any turm, build opr
move more Lthan the total on the die rolls, no matter how much *money’ he
has on hand. The point herwe is that builde (or moves), and paymants to
rivals, are separately funded; the diastinction needa to be borne in mind,
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Okay, So: First pst of orders in "Pimmalione':

ACHTUNG {Brian Lopgstaff, Red): {New Orleana) - C-36. {(C36) - C=34 -
E-33, (E=33) = 0=32 - Dallas - F-29,

AOG WILD RAILWAYS {Paul Gardner, Green}: (New Orleans) - B-38 - B-35.
(B36) -~ B-33 - C-33, {(C-3)) - Houston - C-28,

DULUTH OREAT WESTERM (David Watta, Blus)i (Memphis) - L-37 = L=35, {(L~35)
1~31. {L=31) - Oklahoma City - 0-28,

HOBOKEN HOBD HOME® {Doug Prown, Brown)t (Milwaukee) - Yu35 - A-7h. {A-7H&)
Minneapolis - C-71. {C-71) - D-70 -~ D69 - Farge - D-68 - D67,

DOCTOR {(Dop Del Grande, Black): {Chicage) = W=36; {Chicage) - Milwaukes.
(W=36) = W=34, (W=33) - Dem Moines - V-30 - COmahn,

I have had to do & 1littles fiddling with the Hed and Green moves, and
I*ve sxplained privately. Also, I've changed the Furple ¢olciur arbitrarily
to Blus inasmuch as thers is no purple sarksr in the American sast,

REVENDE: Red, Dullams (6}, dreen, Hounton {6}, Blune, Ok.C, {6),
Brown, Mples., Farge (12). Black, Mllwaukes, Des Moines, Fargo (18),

NEXT THROWES: H-3-5, Bese deadlines on P.20,

CHICAGD: The First track has be=n tajd for the new Denver,
Dk lahoma City, Tucspn, Omabha, and Reno Railroad just
oulside of Chicago. When asied why Chicaga, a spakesman
reprasenling a number of persons with few scruples but,
arnd this is the important factor, lots of money said,
"We have to show the worid that lhis country' s ratl
systeam rcan be avery blt am silly as the Brilish ane.
Kemp In mind that we are at a disadvantage hera |in that

they have gevernment suypport. Hauevar ., we have a few
triceks up our sleeva." Just then, the spekeaman was
interrupted by a serles of large explosions. "There =
an saxample,” he continued. *"While Breat Britain 1is
drawing tha maps to Fit the he-ss, we are changing the
geography. Do you realize how hard it is to create aix-

sided mountains? HNol to mention digging new courses for
rivers.," so nobody did.

A kAN Ak R S AL ARy Smas apem  SAe  EEER S S Es AR s SR Sman e Ghas e SER B e AEE W

RAJILWAY RIVALSE: "Il Crescendo" (U3 4861}

In this game, the offect of considering thes thrae die threows aa
ons continuocus unit (mee *Pimmalione’ notes) ia especially elear. The
player atarting at Birkenhead hes érdered a build of the Mersey Tunnel
ap his first order, sxtending through the firat gnd into the second roll,.
In my view, this 1ls perfectly legal, and I have sccepted ths orders so
offering.

DIFED {(Davlid Wattm, Blus): {Brimtol) = D=31 = Fu30. (F=10Q) - G-30 -
0-29 - Oloucsaster, {(Glousestar) - Fa27 - I-27 - I-2h,

AQO-HO=-HO {(Doug Brown, Brewn): (Birkenhemd) - Liverpocl (Mersey Tunnel),
(Marmey) -~ C-8, (Birkenhemd) - A-10 - C=11 - D=-10 - E-11.,
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DEUTSCH {(Brian Longstaft, Red): (Preaton) - E-3 - G-k, {QG-4) - Burnley -~
J=i, (J=bt} - Bradtord - N=3 - Lseds,

FETHON (Don Del Urande, Black): (London) = L=69. {(L-69) - L-68 - J-67,.
(J=-57) - J=66 - F-6h.

PISTOL'S PULLERS (Paul Gardner, Green): (Grimsby) - L 47 - K-47 - J=L7,
(J-47) = J=50, {J=50) -~ Linceln - I-52 - F-5a,

Again, a cartain amount of fiddling with certain moves wan neaded,
I truat and hope that we are treating these two gamse as a learning sx-
poriencs, thus allowing me to do whatever fiddling ia needed....

REVENUE: Blue, Gloucester (6). Brown, Liverpoeol {6)., Red, Burnley,
Bradford, Leeds (18). BPlack, {0). Grasen, Liucoln (6).

Once again, I've changed David's colour to Blus to accord with the
‘fact that Agerican ssta have nao purple....

NEXT THROWS: H&-2-4. Ses deadlins on P,.20,

ILONDO0OHN = MHews has arrived today that work has begun on the
Prestorr, York, Tauntgn, Hull, O=xfgrd, and HNottingham R.R.
Howevar, ocwing to the Fact that news travels aslowly, mainly
because it took so long to get railways started in the first
place, the work praobably began weeks ago. finyway, a
spokesman  for the Ministry of Drawing Maps OFf England That
Conferm To Hesagonal Grids For Use In Railway Construction
sald that wark bagan in Landon insisad of Preston et al for
two reasons: one, the cities in question are too busy
rebuilding thamseives to conform t¢ the haxagonal shape, and
two, to guole ihe spgokesman, "Is thet the time I really must
Le running impeortant business you know' .

Mecanwhile, ypuestions have been ralsed concerning the
routes chosen, A FP.Y.T.H.O.N. spokesman said that the routes
had been carefully planned to avoid miscellaneocus exlra costs
likte buillding bhridges . When asked about the money collected
for the sole purpose of buirlding rail bBridges, the spolcecaman
had the guestioners slapped around in accerdance with the
fisk.tng Quesiicns Which Make Rail Spolesmen Stupid, Dishonest ,
Or- Especially Both Act.

COMMENTARY by David Wette:

IL CRESCENDO: Firast soves from Bristol are perhapa the momt pre-
dictakle of all starts on any map. Wot a faveured start point, yeat it
bas a good record in postal play. Its dissdvantage is the few towns down
that way; but it's ths firest to reach Birmingham, and from thers you can
wanily get to the othar parts of the map, Plenty of time for the London
linka, wvis L26 ar L30 and Oxford, later. From I2k, Hound 2's wmoves depend
principally on what the London and Birkenhead plspers have done, though
drimaby can alno be m factor. From Birkephemd I*d be at F17; from Lendon,
Fé&hkj Preston, I11; Grimaby, F53 or D50,

{(Interesting that only London hae accorded with these predictions,
though Griasby ie clbeae....
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PIMMALIONE: With two startere at New Orlsane and only two at Chicago/
Hilwaukse, ths target for the Memphlis startsr must bes @19. If thers weras
only onw at Hew Orlesns, then F16 or K17. But with two in the Scouth and two
in the North, ths D.O.W, must sstablish a strong c¢antral axias from which te
ssrve the NE, as well am ths 8E, towns. The Hilwaukes starter smhould reach
CE6 or U28.

{{Interssting that the Milwavkees starter, who has no sxperience with
this game whatsosver, is exactly one hex off the recommsndation of ths in-
vantor....})

GAMESMASTER'S COMMENTE: Hey, guysy I'm learning too., "Il Crescendo®™
is going to bs a truly fascimating game,; and I look forward to it and itas
eventual déncuement. "Pimmalions,” howsvar, is by no means the asme animal;
it should Dever have atarted with two at Rew Orleans, an that throws things
groosly off-belance, 1 aw, in fect, strongly tempted to ptart thim one over,
but I think I will let it g0 as is priwerily because I want to sse what hap-
pens in the South. Areed with m distinct dissdvantage, theme two players
May well achieve momething surprising....

VIRV A T T P TS R T T T B VA T T S I S 4 4

GAME 1986Ban05 - William Rufus deVans King ('Cline-9*) - winter 1903/Epring *0O4

RETREATS: Rnuasisan A Rus-Gal; English F Can o,t.b.

ADJUSTMERTS: Barbary builde F Mor, F Alg, Ttaly Bullds A Rom, F Nap,
Peraia removes Army Syria. Turkay reamoves ¥ E.Msd.

AUSTRIA {(Kevin Tighe): a vum h., o wer s rum, & bud-tri. a alb 5 bod-tri.
f bol 89 = gre.

BARBARY (Jake Walters): a exy s sth. = sth s egy. f can-m.at. f por =
can-m.mat. f s.at-w.at, f mor-a.at. f slg-mor,

ENGLAND (Darid Andarscnl)lt & wal-lvp, a den-edi, f nth o den-edi. f swe=

bot. f m.at-por.
FRARCE (Jeff Hoffuan): s bre h, & bur-mar, ¢ lvp-iri.
GERMANY (Michasl Pustilnik}: a kie-dan,. & mub=ruh, a kol h. a vie s ITA

trdi. f ber-bal, f hel s kis-den.
ITALY (Robert Acheson): a tri-mlb. g ven-tri. a rom-tus. a mar-bur.
N f adr o tri-alb, f don e tri-alb.” f nap-tyn. f apa sc h.
PERSIA {(John Croaby}: a jor-egy. f red a Jor-egy. f m.me s Jor-egry.

f cre h, .
RUSSIA {C.Friesner von Metzke)l: & sev-rum. a g8l 8 sev-rum, a war a g=l},
f mos h.

TURKEY (Robert O'Donnell}s a ank-arm, a ale ¢ ank-arm, ASg-COnN,

Retreats: AUS a alb annihilated., ENG f m.at /r/ eng, gam, o.t.be.
BAR & egy /r/ 1lib, o.t.b. Fall moves may be conditional on these....

THE DEADLINE FOR FALL 190% MOVES is Friday, January 16, 198&8. The
Gumesnaster is Siwon Billenness, see this imsue’s player list for address.
Him 'phene is (718) 981-6247.

CONSTANTINOPLE TO ¥IENNAT Ouay, you have convinced me that you are my
woret enemyl I would think that you would want at lesst one friend....

CONSTANTINOFLE TO ROME, MOSCOW AND BERLIN: I'l1l %e happy to help you
remove Austrial Please aend regquentsl
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MOSCOW TO CONSTANTINROFLE: Okay, here’s my requeat: Go intc the Black, and
get your damned armies the hell away from ma!

CONSTANTINCPLE TO PERSIA: Removae your flestem from my ahores and we'll ba
frienda.

MOSCOW TO PERSIA AND TURKEY: Look, you itwoj we are, all thrses of us, in
great danger of getting sgquished., England is going to take St.Pete froa
me, and that puts ms down one. All I can do thereafter is hold off the
aliwe in Austrisa while Italy takes him out. This 1s parfectly fine with me,
sxceapt that after that you guys are golng to hare ta be in & solid position
or you'll fall under the steamroller next, May I suggest as a sound strategy
that you (a} work somsthing out to work together, (b} divide my conters
befors somebody else gets them (JFohn in Moscow, Bob in Sevastopol?), and
(o) do something useful to avoid getting stranded in the cornar?

Oh - Michaal, you might as well come geot Warsawss.s

VIR TRV VNS AT ATV R T AN P T VAV T A S A T AV T AV {

MURFPHY wWAS AN OPTIMIST

Lras /A sv A v SAns S v S s 2w S LSS s S s A s S s S
GAME 1984Ygf2h — Wilason S, PBlesel (“World War IIIb") ~ W.2109/5.2110

I wish to preface this game report with a Big Public Tributa to a very
nice gentleman: Jeff Richmond, a gentlemanly astudent at my mothar's Alma
Mater (O, of Mich.) mnd publisher of ths small but aupsrb FROBOZZ (you
want challenging puzzles? Jeff's got *em.) Jeff, though in no way in-
volved in this game, sent me m superb map - it's romnghly 2x3 feet and
reaponde very nicely to Xeroxiang - in NINE SEGMENTE! But when I put the
segmonin together, I have m map I can almp on the table and uae for thess
adjudimtions, and even without my glassss it is clarity iteelf.

I now have master maps fox every concelvable use, and from hers on
it's al) my fault if I acrew up. Thanka, Jaff - and to all the rast of
you contributors as walll

WINTER 2109: A couple of mistakes - and, amazingly enough, only
Hark Frueh menticned them! In the supply centrs chart, Warsaw gained
Poland from USSR and is thersfors even. USSR naturally lost Pcland, but
wae also srronecusly not credited with Fradesh frow Indis, thus the USSR
total and bulld info, is correct, T¥Tinally, a printing error, the last
line of the USSR mcvean ooeowa to have been cut off by the copy shop, mand
the moves involved werat F NORAWY - NORWEGIAN BEAy F SEA OF JAPAN -
HONSHU.

The ECH fleet Mid-aAtlantio retreated to Wanstern Med,

BFRING 2110

AUSTRALIA (Eric Oxog)t a thaliasnd-vistoam, f mew south wales - coral msea.
f bay of bengal = ¢, indian ocean, f sumatra {s) bay of bemgal - e. indian.
f brunel - philippinen. f w. pacific (s) phil, sem = kyushu, f yellow sem =~

?on-n. f philippine mea - kyushun, f philippinea =~ taiwan., f w,sunstralis
h}. N
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BRAZIL (James Wall): = sshara {8} bahim-mauritenin. a goles-bahia, =
ln pampa (H). a bahim-mavritanis. f belem - mouth of smaron. f portugal
{n) mid-atlantic ~ apajn, f s,.,w. atlantic {(a) cent.atlantio. f beruuda
trIangi- -~ n.w, atlantie. f dixie (s} bermuda triangle - n.w, atlantic.

4 g¥1non (8) bahia + mauriteania. f cent. atlantie (&) bahia-msuritania.
mid-atlantioco = apm m.c-

CANADA (Xonrad Baumeinter): a new angland - ontartic. a dakota-orsgon.

T quebsc a.c. = labrader mea. f denmark atralt (s} quabec — labrador sea.

CAINA {Matt Fleming)s: = szechuan {({illegibles)). = _assam-bangladesh.

f honan-srxechuan.

EUROPEAN COMMON MARKEY {(Mark S, Kellsr): a libya (e) WAR egypt=sudan, m
sauritanla-sahsra. f algerim-west med. f n.atl. {a) spa-portugal. f
west med - & B+s9s f moroeco - mid-atlantio. I spaln s.c. - portugnal.
¥ united Elngso! {s) USER norweglan sea - greenland mea.

INRIA {(disordar): £ mabharashtra (h).

PERU (Jim Purgesm)?! a buenom alres (h). a texas (h}. a saskatchewan-
ontario., f finca (h)., f ecuador {(h), f n.e. pacific {(a) alacka.

Y fsikland (s) drake, f oregon - british coluebia, f alaska t!) orsgon-
british coluskia, f madras-pradesh, f drake (8) BRAZIL s, w.atlantis,

f cent=-pacific (8) n,e, pacifie. I lebrador~greouland, f gulf of calif. =
califernia,

UNION OF SQOUTH AFRICA (Don ESwartz)t & saire (s) Xenya. a kenya (s} sndan.
& sudan (s} kenya. { transveal-so.lndian ocean. f weat indisn ccesn -
gulf of aden. f moxambigue channel {(s) soc.indimn - west indian, f so.
indian - west ipdian, f nigeria-camarcoa. f gulf of guinem - camercom.
f mye,atlantic {(a) tranavaal-ac.indlan,

USSR (Marc Peters): a hungary.rumania, & ksshmir-maharsshtra. » pradesh
{h)., a nepal-tibet. & teinghai - inner mongeila., a bangladesh (s) pradesh.
e innrer mongolis - wanchuriam., m south korea (h). £ georgia-turkey. {

sast china ses -~ talwan, f chukeohl (s) bering-alapka. £ bering-alassks.

f h,w,paolfle - n.e.pacific. f hokkaldo — n,w.pmoific. f sea of okhotsk -
kemchatka. f greeniand sea - zreeniand. { honshu (s} hokkaido - n.w.
paciric, £ norwveghan ssa = gresnland sam.

WARSAW PACT (Mark Frueh): m poland-crzechoslovakia. a csechomlovakim~hungary.
a sethiople~kenya. & chad {=) sgypt-sudan, & agypt-sudan. 7 red aea (s)
egypt-pudan., f sommnlia (s} sthiopla-kenya.  persian gulf - madreas.

f arabian sea (s)péraian gulf - madra=.

WEST AFRICA (Andy Lischett)t a mali—guinea.

Retreats: BRAZIL f portugal t¢runched. FPERU f labrader to hudson,
baffin island, baffin bay, iceland or off. U.8.A. a msudan to cantral af.
or offt, ECM s mauritania squieshed. PERU f madras splattersd, PFERU ¢
alanka to gulf of alasks or ta-ta.

Deadline for retreats and Fall 2190 is printed on Page 20,

I have a proposal for a zaven-way draw, but I alsoc hare m veto of it
befores it's evan propeoasd. 8o - on it sloughs....

WARBAW PACT TO G.M.: Let's have & bit longer deadlines, pleanss.

G.H. (JAMUL): 1 mgree, mnd I'm sorry. Last issue went out about six days
later than it was intended, but I failed to altsr the deadline.

CANADA TO WORLD: Rrrri*ms rrrrorry!
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80ME FINAL NOTES:

1. Hext ippus will include asuch carrigsd-over items ams revisws of British
dipzines by Derwood Bowsn, a wonderfully wars lstter from Linda Courtemanche,
more con the Holocaust from Ren Ben-Israel and me {and wmaybe Melinda tool},
another in the Melindea merisa of anecdotaa which I honesatly think 1a m.y
favorite thing in &ll COS8TA-dom, photos of trains (thanka, Poug Brown!),

a voaview of the firat recording issued by Dietrich Fischer-Dieskau as &
conductor (D F-D greced a past cover, aa you say remember; he is the world'as
fineat intsrpreter of (erman songs, and juat by chance a friend and god-
father to my younger aon, Dietrich Erick Phillip von Metzkse - guess for
whos Eric was named?)}, the firsat article in my new series of attempta to
becoma a real creative writer ("The Postusstsr of Nowhere'}, the world's
firat postal *'Cathadral’ gawe moves, and....

2. Sorry, this issue is late. We postal owployees cught to have better
ssnaw than to plen an issus in Decsmber. But, mors to the peoint, it is
lats becmuse I frankly couldn't afford to have it printed. Until I finieh
sorting out my finances from the drunken days, you will havs to be preparsd
for this sort of thingey put bluntly, it is more important to se right

now to atraighten out my foul-ups than to win the *'87 Runsatone. Sorry.

3. Best gquote of this time in my life, concerning the Iran/"Contra™ busi~
nese, froa Charles Robb, Governor of ¥irginiat "The issus lsn't whether
Reagan knew mbgut it ar notj the lssus ip when Reagan forgot about itI®

4. Memo to Britons) Whatever time it is in your houme, 1t's elght hours
sarlisr in minse.

5, Well, frienda: I DID I?! I pnow own a compubtsr with two dise drives,
a colour monitor and m dot-matrix printer. Plus thres software packages,
ons joyatick (which I shall probably nevsr usae), ten blank flopples,

and a two-year warranty., Total price $1050 plus tax.

80 what did I get? Jt's a Tandy 1000 IBM clone. Good atuff; and the
decision as to what to buy was based partly on price, because Tandy (that's
Radio Shack for thome who don't know) had a pre-Christmas apecial. Buy the
computar for 800, get the monitor free. The printer was discounted $100,
The mecond (external) disc drive wmm bought slsewhers, frow a dealer in
used hardware, for $30. And twe of the acftware packages came with the
unit; I cooned them into throwing in the third one. A friend gave me &
spare joystick.

A lot of peopls were urging ms on to Hcintosh, and in truth I eam very
impressed with thelr offaringa, but frankly I just couldn't mest the price.
PFut if I could have dons, I think that might have been my cholce. OQiven,
though, that I found myself having to 'isettle” (ia that the word when cne
im happy in any event?) for less, 1'm convinced I got & fine unit and a good
deal. A couple of friends who know infinltely more than I agree.

And ao, BE PREPARED. The future of thies wagazine holda many surprises.
One of them is this: To what extent will Connie=poe bore his readers with
hie baptiem into the world of PCs? Thowe ¢f you whe subecribe to Britian
magarines have to put up with the Ametrad blither {(now that is what I
really wish I could afford!) and Bruce Geryk (among others) has extolled
the McIntosh litany - s0,; get ready for Connie's Tandyl

Which means, of ccurma, I gotta do wy own labels now, ah?



« « «and now for something completely different.
COSTAGUANA presents The 101st Fxcuse for Not Having Sex Tomightr
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EREHYON IS5 AN IRREGULAR SUBZINE MHICH YDU-ALL HAVE TO PUT UP WITH BECAUSE UN-
CLE COMNIE LIKES 1IT. THIS IS5 PANDEMONIUM prUBLTICATIOM FB96, EDITED 8Y ROD
MALKER, 1273 CREST DR., ENCINITAS TR 92024-52035, Y'ALL WRITE!

Bafore we launch into thish's topic, we have some generic materials.

1. No letters this rime. I thought we'd ger at least a couple of letters. but.... 1'd
expected that we'd ralse hackles in the pro-Atlantis crowd, but if we did, no sign of it ap-
peared in the maflbox. Are there no Atlantis-lovonies out there?

2. Lletters in general would be nice. I'd like ERE to have a lettercol (not too exten-
sive, of course. So as not to interfere with Conrad's). But whatever....

3, Those of you who were waiting with bated breath for the article on the Shroud of Tu-
rin are due for another disappointment. Not yet., Of course, If you are walting with bated
breath. It would be a good idea to let me know. In the meantime. I have delayed the essay.
I have 2 mafn reassons. (1} In October the Pope fipally authorized a Carbon-14 test. Id
1ike to wait uwntil the results are made public. T don't expect any surprises here (the
age of the Shround shouvld come out to 1900 yemars or seol), but it would be nice to see the data
rfirst. [2Z} There's probably encugh religion in thish of COSTA anyway. (3] I'm . . . ¥V I
have 3 main reasons. [1] Waiting on Carbon-14 test. (2] Enough relfgion in COSTA. [3] I'=
not really in the wood. (4] . . . uh. §f T have 4 main reasons. (1] Waleing on Carbon-
14 tesat. [2] Enough religton In COSTA. (3] Not in mood. [4] I've jJjust hought this great
new book, (5] None, There is po 5th reason,

You were expecting maybe the Spanish Inquisition?

HOW ABOUT THEM DINOSAURST
I've just finished reading Robert Bakker’s splendld new book, The Dinosaur Heresles, published this
yoar and availabla at discount for about $18 (regularly only $2D. which Ts still a great bargain for
a book of this size and solid contentl. The title probably overemphasizes Bakker's position as pal-
eoblology's enfant terrible, since tha field has pretty much caught up with him by now, but In some
areas he's stili pretty controversial. There are othar sxcellent books on the subject availlable, and
'l tist those In my library at tho end of this sssay.

I grew up in the Dark Ages, when The Earth for Sam was stil a popular book for children
and high school!co"ege taxts were saying things about the dinosaurs which turned out to be pretty
silly. But wea've only found out thay were sgilly in the last decade or so. Even now, soma profes-
sionals are still sticking to notlons about the dinosaurs which don't squara with the evidence. So
tha chances are, dear reader, that there are many things we know {(or are pretty sure of)} about
thoe dinosawrs which will surprise you. 1 thought I'd spend gome time discussing a few of the rather
surpriging new knowledge (or strong suspiclons) about dinosaurs. If you've not before had much
contact with this fascinating subject, | hopa this Httle Introduction will encourage you to read more
on that Intrigulng era in our planet's past.

1. Dinosaure are not extinct.

¥You see them every day, I'm sure. You see them mostly on trees end rooftops, but also on
ponds and seashores. You eat them and thelr eggs and you probably devoured a dinosaur this last
Thanksgiving. Of course! Birds are the last living repraesentativex of the great famlly of dinosaurs
--how thes mighty have fallen! It was once thought that birds and dinosaurs had a common ancas-
tor but were not together In a direct line of descent., HMNow we know of dinosaurs whoss skeletons
area virtually indistinguizshable from those of the earllest bird. We are clearly dealing hare with an-
cestors and descendents or close contemporary relatlves. It's spaculated that some of these dino-
saurs who are not-yat or not-guite birds already were growing feathers. (The original function of
feathars Iz thought to be insulation, sexual attraction, snarlng insscts, or soms combination of
thosa,} So pity that poor turkay; his distant refatives could have munched you for Thanksgivingl

2. Dinosaurs were warm-blooded,
Mammals and birds didn't Invent endotharmy {keeplag yoursalf warm); dinosaurs oid, Thay
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ware bsalieved to be cold-bloodad until recentiy; after all, wearen't they just reptiles? Not likely.
Dinosaurs are desgended from reptiles {as mammails are), but like thair descendants tha bhicds, they
were warm-blooded agg-layers. There iIs direct visual evidence that dinosaurs are not reptlles: their
legs. Reptiles (those with legs, anyway) have a sprawling gailt In which the legs stick out sideways
from the body and the flat belty nearly touches the ground. Dinosaurs (itka mammals) have fuller,
more roundad chasts and guts, and !egs which are socketed straight down from the shoulders and
hips, rather than sideways. Furthermore, many (probably the majority) dinosaurs are bipedal {just
as all birds and many mammals are): there Is no such thing as a bipedal reptile {although some llz-
ards can--and do--run on 2 legs for short distances).

Evidence of warm-bloodedness per se is more inferential but very convincing. Some of the
important points to date:

f. Dinosaurs were not confined to the tropics. Although the tropic reglion 100-65 milllon
years ago wag much broader than It s now, there were still colder reglons and even frequent icing
at the poles. Dinosaurs flourished right upfe fj- possibly even in) the tundra. Even If this is a mi-
gratory pattern, it's not a cotd-bloocded lifestyle.

2. Although the argument still rages, it seems unlikety that a biosystem the size of bronto-
saurus or braciosaurus (65 tons or marel) could function as an ectatharm {getting its body heat
from the sun or warm atr) [oops; that's "brachiosaurus"). Certainly reptiles have nevar shown tha
tendency toward extrame gigantism which we find in dinosaurs and mammais. And whereas reptiles
have never béeen as large as the bigger land mammals, the dinosauwrs got even larger, which is sug-
gestive. At sea it's the same: reptiles and other cold-blooded animals never got as large as the
sea-golng mammals and dinosaurs. In this context, cold-blocdad dinosaurs make no sense at all.

3. The predator/pray_ratio indicates warm-bloodedness., Endothermic animals spend so much
anergy keeping warm that:éarnlvora must sat 5-10 times as much food as (t8 ectothermic equlva-
lent. TFhis means that endothermic predators will form a much lower percentage of the total pop-
ulation than ectothermic predators. This is the predator/prey ratio; among endotharms about 4%,
among ectotharms ebout 25%. Sure enough: fossil remains of reptiles from the pra-dinosaur sras
show an actothermic ratio; fossil remains of dinosaturs and, later, mammals show eandotharmic
rattos.

4. The bone structure aof ectothermic animals differs significantly from that of endothermic
animals, This Is primarlly due te the fact that endotherms grow to adulthood far, far more rapic-
Iy than ectotherms {genus homo being the significant exception: a slow-growing endotherm; but we
still malntain endothermic bone structure). Thin stices of dinosaur bones from many species have
been esxaminad microscopically and . . . guass what? They all shaw typlcal endothermic structura,

And so it goes. Scientists of the last century [and this)} slmply assumed that dinosaurs were
"cold-blooded" for no bstter reason than the perception that thoy looked llka big llzards. [In point
of tact they don't look ke lizards at all, but In the past dinosaur skeletons wera mounted with
sprawling legs (oven though the sockeis didn't work that way), so the “resemblance” seamed more
obvious, Unfortunately, we can't go ocut and stick a thermomeater vp a Tyrannosaur's butt {and who
would want to even if we couvid?), 50 we can't ahsolutely praove warm-bloodedness, But all the
availlable evidence points toward "warm" and away from "cola".

3. Some dinosaurs had fur.

Usuvally a fossil consiasts only of bones. But very rarely the hody Is mummified before it's
buried and fossilized. When that happens we gst impressions of the outer surface in the rock, We
have found a number of such things, and among them have been flying dinosaurs {wa lay people
call them "ptarodactyls", although that's the name of only some of them). Darned if the things
aren't actually cavered with hairl Of course we don't know If all the fiying dinosaurs had hair,
but it seems a good bet they did. This also suggests that some other dinosaurs might have been
hairy, although none has been found that way yet.

Slde note: A pink pterodactyli?! Hard to believe, but probably true. The "bristletooth plero-
dactyl* had a mouth much Nke the flamingo's. It lived in the same sort of habitat and presumably
ata the same sort of food (little red shrimp & plankton) which turns the flamingo pink. Chances
ara, therefgre, that we have here a plnk dinosaur! )

4, Dinosaurs with trunks?
We haven't found an actual trunk yet, but indlcations are that some dinosaurs had them, The
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evidence, such as It Is, is in nose holes in the skell, In some dinosaurs, these are located above
the eyes, sometimes right on top of the head. Why would the airholes have migrated up to such
a position? One explanation would be that the dingsaur's normal habltat was a deep-water environ-
ment, such as a laks, In which it was a bottom-walker. In fact It was once popular to depict the
targer dinogsaurs, such as brontosaurus, In just such 8 way: bottom-walkers in Jakes and wallowers
in swamps. The probilem is: that's not where they died. The bodles of blg dinosaurs with skull-top
alr holes are found almost entirely assoclated with floodplalns, a normally dry environment, A few
are found assoclated with river channels or deltas, a very few In swamps, and none on lake bhot-
toms! The conclusion is Inescapable: these dinosaurs ware not water-dwellers but land-lubbing brow-
sers--efther tree browsers Nke the elephant or the giraffe, or ground browsers like the bulfalo
(or possibly both: the stegosaurus weas In a good low-browsing position but could aiso easily swivel
up on Its hind iegs for tree-browsing). [Another good Indication that the brontosavrus, for instance,
was a land browser and didn't llve on moshy water vagetation Is sbundant evidence that they had
glzzards lines with stones for digesting tough dry-fand plants.]

50 why skull-top air holes? Possibly no reason at atl: it's easy, In the Darwinian view of av-
clution, to assume that each anatomical feature has a purpose, but we've long since learned that
It ain't necessarly 0. Try, for instance, explaining male—pattern baldness In terms of evolutionary
advantage!l No, they could have "jest growed", like Topsy. But there is one land-browsing animal
nowadays which has Its nose holes above its eyes. Care to guess which one? The eiaphant, of
course; Its trunk alds In ite foraging fifestyle. Dinosaurs with similar Tifestyles might sometimes
have developed slmilar appendages. 1'd say it's a good bet.

5. Dinoaaurs without egpos?

Some dinosaurs may have plven birth without eggs. There's na evidence for this on land, and
we've found plenty of fossilfzed eggs. But no fossilized eggs for the sea-going dingsawrs have yet
been found. Furthermore a ccouple of interesting fossils have been found: within the bones of an
adult individual are the bones of a baby of the same specles. Possible explanations:

[a] Baby's body lay under (or on top of} adult's body. Not a ilkely clrcumstance, but certaln-
Iy possible.

[b] Adult had eaten baby. Also possible; canniballsm of juveniles occurs in many carniverous
specles, even now, evon among mammals,

[c] Adult was pregnant. Fossillzation s such a rere occurrance that [a] and [b] are sufficlent-
Iy unlikely;s0 MEE tha probabillty of finding a fossillzed spacimen approaches zero. But If the din-
osaur in question was viviparous (glving live birth), we would be statistically likely to find 2 female
who died while pregnant. So "pregnant female" Iz the most [tkely explanation of what we have
in fact tound, especlally when we've not found any eggs.

6. OK, a0 what happensad to the dinosayrs?

About 85-87 million years ago, all the dinosaurs svddenly disappeared, except for thae amalt
feathered flylng ones (the birds)l, That was the end of the Cretaceocus Perlod {and the Mesozoic
Era). There Is a world-wide boundary marker for this event: a thin layer of sediment rich In
the rara element Hidium. This element Isn't much native to Earth, and most of what we find is
axtraterrestrial in origin {(metaors and the like). It"s sometimes minutely presant in volcanic detr)-
tus. Anyway, that makes this sadiment layer unusual., What also makes It meaningful s that
below It we find dinosaurs. Above it: no dinosaurs: In fact, no Hving thing weighing more than 25
pounds {not for a while, at jeast, until the surviving mammals and reptlies and birds started getting
bigger). The scope of this blological disaster was so great that 5% of all existing specles, from
milcroscoplc ptankton to the giant dinosaurs, perished,

Mor was thls the first nor the last time there has been a cataftophe of this magnitude;
It wasn't even the worst (which was the Permisn terminal catastrophe, 245 mitHon years ago).
The evidence suggests that these events are cyclical, occurring about every 26 million years. (Even
though we have vranium decay and other methods for measuring the age of rocks, none of tham
have anything llke pinpoint accuracy.) The current hypothesiz Js that every 26,000,000 ysars some-
thing disturbs the oolitic beit, a mass of cometary bodles surrounding the sofar system, disladging
a veritable raln of the things, and one or more (probably severall of tham atrike the Earth, What
this object might be, whether a dark companion to the sun or a 10th planagt, or what, s uncertain.




EREHWON 130 p. 4.

Almost certainly, though, something quite targe did hit the Pacific Ocean about 65 miltlon years
ago. Tha crater on the pcean flooor has long since besan subducted, but one relic remains: a weak-
ened place in the crust, a "hot spot", which has generated a series of volcanic islands as the FPacif-
ic plate moves over it; the latest of thesa s Hawail Island.

A series of comet strikes at the end of the Cretaceous Age would explain that layer of Iridi-
um-rich sediment. It would also generate a disastrous "cometary winter” which would last long
enough to disrupt all food chains at sea and on land,

in case you were worrying, the last mass axtinction, a fairly mlld ons, occurred 13 million
years ago. Wsa have a while toc go yet.

Naturalty, the "catastrophe" idea doesn't appeal to all the exparts. The great die-offs obvl-
ously occurred, but the data ws have don't establish the cause{s) In a self-evident fashlon. The |-
dea of catastrophic events denies the nice, smoocth, gradual operation of Darwinlan evolution. Make
no mistake: evolution is a fact. The theory of evalution, be It Darwin's or whatever, is an explan-
ation of why and how evolution occurs. Tha modern theory of "punctwated equilibria", for Instance,
Is non-Darwiniapn in that it sees avoiution as frequently non-gradeal. Theories which Involve “catas-
trophism"” are even further outside the Darwinian model, so the most ardent Darwintans prefer to
find more gradualist explanations for the fossil evidence.

Robert Bakker, whom | mentioned at the start, is In soma ways an odd man out here. He is
definitely in the “"punctuated equilibria™ camp. But he adopts a much more Darwlinlan approach to
the problem of the Cretaceous terminal catastrophe. He points to certain other data. [1]1 Owver
the last few milllon years of the Cretaceous, there was a general lowering of ocean levels {some-
thing which preceded seaveral of the other catastrophes, too) and a consequent drying up of the fe-
cund shallow seas. [2) Mammals had begun to grow rapldly: in size, In numbers, in number of spe-
cles; thus an indication that dinosaurs were YoSing their orip on the ecology. [3] Dlnogaurs were
going from a healthy mix of competlng species to single-specles dominance {e.g., Triceratops ac-
countad for T0% of herblvores toward the and}), indicating that the ecosystem was becoming mogsl-
bend, Thus, Bakker argues, if there was a catastrophe, it merely administered the coup de grace
to an ecosystem which was going to go smash anyway, It's probably fair to say that Bakker has
established a good case for the premise that the ecosystem was gearlng up for a period of major
evolutionary change after a long period of equllibrtum. But he hasn't shown that all the dinosaurs
{except tha birds) would have dled out, nor for anything like the major death rate even In tha o-
ceans (11% of al! families and something lke 50% ot all species); the oceans wera virtually dead
for 10,000 years after the end of the Cretaceous.

The Cretaceous terminal debate rages on, without termination.

I said we'd have a short gutde to Interesting books. Here are some In my library (aside
from Bakker's superb and controversial 481-page book already mentioned.

Jobn Nable Wilford, The Riddle of the Dinosaur, 304pp {1985k Includes both a good general
history of paleontclogy and a summary of the latest thinking about dinosaurs. Some gocd illustra-
tions, especially the striking color plates In the center.

Adrian J. Desmond, The Hot-Blooded Dinosaurs, 352pp {1975/77). A good early bcok on dino-
saurian endothermy. Also has a good history of paleonfology. Micely, if sometimes dimly, ilustra-
ted, [I should mention that Bakker's illos, though alt black/white, are the best of any book.]

Blrn Kuetén, The Age of the Dinosaurs, 255pp (¥1968). Really a general survey of the dino-
saurs’ world, what preceded It, and what came after it. OK illos, Often out of date, espectally
in referring to dinosaurs as "reptlles"., But otherwise an Interesting survey of the successive ages
in our planet's history.

willlam Stout, William Servicel, & Byron Preiss), The Dinosaurs, 160pp. (1981). A truly stun-
ning book! [t Isa't so0 much a text about dinosaurs as a series of wvery short storles and vignettes
about the dinosaurs and their daily Hves, WVery Iimaginative, but ali based on what we know or sus-
pact about dinosaurs. GLavishly & imaginatively iHusirated in color.

) John C. McLoughlin, Synapsidia, 148pp. (1980). Subtitled "A New Look into the Origin of
Mammats™, it's not reaily about dinosaurs but about early reptililan evolution and how & whence we
got mammals. An interesting study of the same perlod which saw the origin of dinosaurs.,

David Lambert, Dinosaurs, 95pp., {1978). More perhaps aimed at younger readers, stilt a very
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good general survey. The illustrations, all color, are detailed and vivid, Pretty up-to-date {furry
pterodactyls, parenting dinosaura, endothermy, &c.), but published before the 26-milllon-year—cycle
became known.

Richard Moody, Prehistoric World, 320pp. (1980). A thorough, age-by-agse treatment of the
Earth's paleobiology from the beginning to the presesnt. Maps, drawings, photos, color Iliog, the
works. Very informative, although it still presents the dinosaurs as “reptiles".

Anthony Haltam (Ed.), Encyclopedia of the Planet Earth, 319pp. {1977). A much more gencr-
al text about nearly everything: minerals, geclogy, geagraphy, blalogy: from the beginning to the
present, with general text and topical entrles both., Exceilent [Hustratlons. A bit out of date, un-
fortunately, also referring to dinosaurs as "reptlles".

Rick Meyefowitz & Henry Beard, The Dodosaurs, 63pp. {(1983). Based on the very latest re-
search, this book reveals hitherto unknown famlly of animals which existed on the minlcontinent of
Thingamagaeca 120 million years ago. Deatails hitherto unknown species such as the incognitodons,
the Triceratush, the Cineramasaur, the Brunchasaurus, the Ptakeoutyl, the Attackadactyl, and the
totally unfit Dementodon. WNo dinosaur lhrary s complete without thiz onea.

Th-th-th-th-that's all, folks.
fAnd don't forget, keep those cards B fetters coming. ©Or, at teast, start them coming,

oK?)
THISHERE ISAL TNEARSEPARN T RMHITHUSED TUBEPOPULARBUTEVENCONRADDUE SH * TUSE THEMANYMORE . HOMCOME , CIRNTE 7THE ¥ *REK TNDOF FURNAND T

with Ross and Eric, a few additional cbscura dinosaurs have
oose to light:

ACHOOOBAUR- The only dinossur known to have survivad through the Ice Age,
albelit net in the bemt of haalth,

NEGROSAURUS~ The dinosaur with natural rhytha.
DIDDLODON- Self-sabusing reptilian,

DISNEYOSAUR- A giant wouse-liks creature, best viewsd from a train, (If
you've never been to Dianeylend, thie one won't mean anything.)

YERBOSOSAURDE~ Looka m lot like me.
Neadleas to say, I made some contributiones as well,
WELL , ONEOFTHEPRINCIPALPROBEEMSVIT ELINEARSEPARATORS ISTHATIOFTENTEN DTOFORGET

LAYLIST for thim issus: ‘"Manon Lescaut," complste opera by - no, not

that one!, thims ie by Daniel-Francois-Eeprit Auberl; Brahme' Fourth Sys-
phony, conducted by Eric's godfather Dietrioh Fircher-Dieskauj Cherubini'e
C Minor Requies, newly recorded by the Dulgarian Radie Orchestra {the only
preavious edition was by the Mumic Department at the Univeraity of Colorado,
end wesn't half bad but 41d show its amateurish nature); Gene=zis, *Inviaible
Touch' (wow!)y Christmas with Kiri Te Xanawa {disappointing); Dokken, 'Under
Lock amd Key' (a surprisingly mood group, derivative but freah and powerful);
Schubert, *Schwanengesang,' in a new recording made Just last Octocber by
Conrad von Hetrke and Ilana Mysicr (ws have now taped over the originel
crack in the voice in *In der Ferne,' and have also reworked 'Fischermidchen®
and *Taubenpost'jy I hare xlao ocompleted Schphert's original aketches for

the second vearae of '"Labensmuth'! and harve stuck my resaligaticn of this one,
along with 'Herbat', back intc the oyole where they beleng}) and one of
Reose' Christeas presents, 'Peter and the Wolf' and "Carnival of the Ani-
Bals,’ narrated and conducted by Leonard Barnatein (vho, in thie houss,
sits at the right hand of God).

*BYEI]
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GAMEFINDER

BISEXUAL BEAR — 2.3

WILSON S. BISSEL — 2§
CONVOLUTED CASSOWARY — 2 {
SCHUYLER COLFAX — 2-3

IL CRESCENDO — 2.5

DELIRIOUS DIK-DIK — 20

L+ HOTELLERIE PORTUGAISE (59°")
WILLIAM RUFUS DE VANE XING — &7
THOMAS R. MARSHALL — 2.0

RETURN J,. MEIGS, JR. — nvexT (5H
NARCOLEPTIC NILGAI — 2 0O
PIMMALIONE — =¥

SUICIDAL SUNI — ZZ- -rmf)
TERGIVERSATORY TAPIR —(WV&XT
HUBERT WORK (reeY ()

ss-and the upcoming series of
- 'Cathedral’ gamea (see inside) will
- all be named for auctioneers of postage
-stampsl Look for Apfelbaum, Ivy, Schiff,
 Faldman, Koerber, and other games of
. ﬂ;..il..r callbreccce.
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