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For the first time in the history of DD, a iree issue, and a double at that.
All subbers have had ¢ issues added tc their sub. The respconse to #100 was the
heaviest of any issue I've ever dcone --- by a wide margin. And I wanted to run them.
But I figured that many of you either never read much of the issue, or have had enuf
by now. S¢ the issue is free. But even if you're not interested in any more, I urge
you to check out the "A final Comment on Flashcards/bit cards" that starts further
down this page. Its something that I wish I had put in last issue, an iImportant point,
so I'm saying it here.

I'd like to thank Steve Hutton and Bruce Linsey for sending along materials
for flashcards; its apprecilated.

A FINAL COMMFNT ON FLASHCARDS/BITCARDS

I do not expect anvone to be "s0ld" on flashcards just by
reading about them InDD, We weren't s0ld on them after slmost a week at
TAHP, a much more intenhse experience, If thev hadn't worked out, Ttd have
dropped them (which 1s largely what hss happened with the word cards).
What s0ld us was the resction of Joshua and Fzra to the csrda, Nothing
more T8 needed, and nothing else would have sufficed, &rzre, without using
words, has unmistakably communicated his enthusfasm, Fe will sometimes

ask for them by crawling over to where they are kept and pointing, He coos

and smiles at birds, waves his arms In excitement at the Remington paint-
Iings (of cobys and indians), jebs at the musical instruments, snd unleash-

es veolleys of baby-talk at pictures of people, And 1f I should pau=e =2 bit

too long between Jezcks, T can expect an impstient grunt from ¥zra, Many a
car ride has been &Saved by their entrancing effect on him, 4And as for Jo-
shua, woe be 41t to me 1f I leave in the morning before showing him his

cards, He complains then and repr_oaches me when I come home, We occa-

sionally will take obgects he has seen 1n bitcerds (especially paint-
ings) and"encorporatethem into, say, some tinkertoy contraption he

13 putting together, Tf he sees an animal at the zoo thet he remem-
vers from his cards, het's apb to point that out. I b elieve he views
the card=s are largely entertsinment, altho ocassionslly, he asks me why
I show them to him, He views these sessions as a normal part of the
day, snd often he signals the end of dinner by asking for book-and-flash-
cards, He even likes to plavy Daddy, tryins to explain to me whats golng
on in the painting, In these dnd many other ways, “oshua has made 1t
quile clear that flashcards are importsnt to him, Only the future will
tell what long range benefits will come, but for now, their obvious in=-
tereat and delight 1s validetion enough,



LEE KENDTER: What a bore, 7T thousht T had stopped subbing to Parent's

Magazine years ago.

KEN PEEL: If you care for my candid appraisal ,.., I'd say thet 1t was
éxcesalvely self-indulgant, and not all that interesting.

KONRAD BAUMEISTER: T got a lot out of 1it. I approsched it with some
hesitation, the education of bables/very voung children not being of great
interest to me (right now), but at the end I think I learned a good deal
about you that I didn't know before, Maybe a triple~issue would not heve
been necessary, but 1t wasn't & total waste, Besgaes, as a subscriber to
Piggottts law of Tanzines myself, and out of respect for your 100th is-
sue, I found even that indulgence easy to overlook,

HUGH CHRISTIE: ,..bthe peraonal touch adds a lot to our understanding of
who and what Mark Rerch is, {{And that, I feel, i1s exactly what legitimi-
zes #100 as a dipzine, 0Oetting to know the editor 1s part of eslmost
every dipzine which goes beyond being a gsmezine, altho editors ro about
this self-revelation process in very different ways})

DR, NETL HARVEY ((He 1s the Dean of the Temple Tay Tnstitute for Acade-
mics, This Ls the umbrella outfit within TAHP for sil of their educa-
tional activities, including thelr private school, the adult education
programs, etc))

Most impressed by the 100th issue of your Diplomacy Digest, Glenn Doman has asked
me to reply to your letter and the fulsome report in the Digest, to tell you how
pleased he is that you, Joshua and Mona have apparently derived much of value from
your attendance at the Better Baby Course, and that you have obviously understood
and agreed with the vast majority of what we are saying and what we represent. We
are especilally delighted that Ezra will also benefit from your enthusiastic parti-
cipation in his early learning program.

In your publication you briefly aired the matter of the absence of studies that
would validate ocur approach to helping parents help their kids learn at very early
ages. I have the impression that, in the hard sciences, carefully—controlled
studies do not normally produce results that contradict each other (I may be

wrong about that). It seems so hard for me to believe that such outcomes are
possible in sciences such as physics (except in exotic areas) or in your field,
chemistry. While such studies may not develop significant outcomes, I suspect

that, given rédasonably sound hypotheses, they would probaBly tend to produce results
in the same direction.

{{(True, In the hard sciences, reproducability 1s usuallvy not & major pro-
blem, The challenge 1= generallv figurine out which nuestions to ask, and
figuring out s method of answering them,})

It is my personal opinion that the studies usually demanded as proof of validity
of early learning have no place in such quasi disciplines as education and psycho-
logy where a multitude of variables are just about impossible to control, where
each individual dis truly unique and, therefore, not eligible to be manipulated

"as a subject {n-population statistics. I believe that the Gaussian curve and
"all that it implies is an abomination whenr applied to the kind of warm experience

you describe as having enjoyed with Joshua. 1In my view, the entire sterile enter-—

prise of so-called controlled studies in education and psychology is wasteful at
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best and harmful at worst. It is an exercise in futility. I stressed this point
in a talk I presented to the World Organization for Human Potential back in 1981.
A reprint of that talk is enclosed.

On the other hand, longitudinal (very, very costly) and retrospective studies

(time-consuming) do have certain value. Enclosed is a brief bibliography which

lists some recent important examples of this kind of work in the field of early
stimulation.

((The 1ssue of"controlled studies"in the soft disciplines, especially ed-
ucation, 1s a contentious one, The tension comes from the conflict be-
tween those whe insist on such studies, and practicioners who find such
studies to be either vervy difficult or imnossible to perform, Longitu-
tinal and restorpective studiea, altho resuirine an awful lot of money
and foresight, have more potential for gaining meaningzful results, but 1t
takes & long time to replicste them, On the other hand, without such
studies, your theories, indeed, any "nonconventional" theoriles, will never
Z2in the scceptance they presumably deserve, The oversll results 1s that
people beleive what thev want to bellieve, While some educational princ-
1{ples =re well established (eo,g, smaller classes are best), these are so
few and so inadequate to the task, This is reflected in the extreme d4dif-.
ficulty 1n devising standards for "teacher competancy” thet states are
running into,

T.et me state in passing that T beleive thst there will be
e major revolution in education, esapeciallvy elementary schoecl educsatlon, in
the 1990s, Thes . wil! come from "interactive computers™, The computers,
with staggeringly large databases, will have software which sllows the
computer to determine how auickly the kid 1s ebsorbing the mnsteriel, and
ad just what is presented accordingly, If e kid 1s doing too well on s test
, the computer switches to harder questions, or the reverse, or can switeh
from s test auestion to educstional msterisl underlying it if the kid =o
desires, ™is meterisl 1sn't qulite on the market yet; 1t will probsbly
appear first in well-to-do educational districts, snd in Christisan
Schools, Amoung other things, it will radically redefine the role of the
teacher, and give us more insights into how fest kids csn learn)

Your depth of understanding of what we're doing and positive expressions are so
numerous that I hate to cavil, but I must stress that our rejection of the term,
"flashcard"” is not the result of whim, or a wish to be cute. The term, "flashcard"
is normally associated with a high-school or college study technique (e.g. cramming
for an exam). Or, with stacks of hundreds, maybe thousands of itty-bitty cards
designed to help adults memorize a myriad of facts. When used with small children,
such cards have, and deserve, a poor reputation.

On the other hand, the cards advocated by The Institutes directly result from basic
principles of Child Brain Development, Z.e¢., how the brain grows and develops,

the neurophysiological substrates of very, very early learning. The empirical
evidence we've assembled from our work with some 15,000 children over the past

40 years has demonstrated clearly the value of having such cards be precise,
discrete, unambiguous, new. Superficially simple, the concept is quite sophisticated.
Likewise, the name, BOI, (Bit of Intelligence) derives from our reliance on that most
compelling brain~computer analogy. Thus, we eschew the term, "flashcard," and all

of its negative connotations. When it is used with reference to the BIT cards. you
employed with Joshua, we wince. In the minds of your Diplomacy Digest readers, when
they see the word, "flashcard," they do not think of an exquisitely—-developed

early learning procedure, rather, they inevitably conjure up the commonly-held
notion of an adult cramming technique.
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((T vsed the term "flashcard" because thats what thev are called around
our house, and because T was efraid that the synthetic, exotic "Ritcard"
would be somewhat offputting, The notion that one 1s "programming™ (or
more precisely, inputting data into} a.child in a manner similar to a
computer is going to strike some peéecople as vsguely repellant, even 1f
thats exactly what happens when Daddy exclatms "Look &t that Cpow™ to the
kid, However T must concede that the points you make are essentially
correct, the distinctions you draw sre real, and T may have made an error
in jadgement here, I did describe iIn detall what these cards look 1lilke,
And 1'11 emphasize sgsin thet these are radically different from the cards
used by adults for cramming and d4rill, These cards shoW pictures of
things, which adult cards do not, And they are much, much bigger --- 11
inches by 11 inches, Sire is an essentisl ingredient, There's not much
point in showing a picture of a white-tipped shark 1f the plcture is so
small that he has to squint to meke out the white tips, T have refected
many plctures for use on cards simply because they were too small (altho
some compromises must be made for insects, since magnified material is

hard to come by). Lapge cards are easpecially Wital during the first 2
years whem visual aculty 1s still developing, Large cards mean your thumb
doesn't obscure the picture and facilitates a rapid pace of presentation))

Again, thank you for sending us the Diplomacy Digest. As The Institutes' Historian,
I shall maintain it in our archives. Know that I read it from cover-to-cover with
undiminished interest. ‘I was particularly delighted that you had emphasized the
fact that exposure to a rich, abeit structured, enviromment and the enjoyment
of creative "free" time are not mutually exclusive activities during the 16 hours
of a child's waking day, and that school for tiny children is not be be confused
with the parent-child learning experience. I find those two issues particularly
exasperating.

Wit

égchool Wwill be discussed a bit more in Lindat sﬁletter, later on, While

cards could be used in a school setting, T ﬁon't think 1t would be
desirable, With more than 3 kids, you will run into serious dogistical
problems, You could bypass that with an overheasd projector, but with a
significant loss of immediacy and visual detsil, Rut beyond all that,
doing it one on one allows you to talor the pave precisely to the child's
need, and to respond if he wants to speak, And anything that the psrent
does Will have a greater impect, because tiny kids sssume that what the
parent- does is very important, The one-on-one inttmacy i1s a huge boost
to this kind of learning,

And yea, there 18, T repesast, plenty of time in the daw
for all sorts of activities, structured and otherwise, provided you are
willing to give the kid the time she needs, 2 session of wvestibulsr . .
excercises takes sbout 30 seconds, To reach for a jar of spices, give &
amell, tell the neme, and put 1t bsck 1s , what, 10 seconds® Fow long
does 1t take to put your kid itn front of a closet full of costs sand let him
feel all the textures? Tp gtrike & Xylaphone to give her a pure tone to
hear? There 1s plenty of time in the dsv for free play and all this too))

LINDA COURTEMANCFE: ..,..It was fascinating resding and Y appreciate vour
sending it along. “teve snd I don't have anv kids yet, but when we do, T
plen to reread the 1ssue ((Someone else expressed a similar thought in a .
fone cell. That may be year's off, and 1f you've lost vour copy, Write me
again, and I'11l send you another copy)).
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JOHN KADOR: Vou've done & real service with vour surmarv of vour ap -
proach, The best part is that you've suceeded in avoiding any hint of
defensiveness (altho 2 smideen of petualance or even rambun.ctiousness mey
be detected) T realize that your audience can be stubborn snd mechsnistic
to the extreme., TI'm sure vour message left a lot of people scratching
their heads ,gg Dr. Spock is the guy with funny ears,

Reading the essays, T saw that I, too, could write a book
on fathering, T feel fortunate to be able to take such direct care of
Danny. More thar most men, I can arrainge my day to revolve around Nannvts
requirements, should T choose ((Well, why don't wvou? Vou are 8 profes-
sional writer, and sucessful enough at it that you could afford to set
aglde a little time for a long term project, Vou should be keeping =a
Journal, collecting resource materials, and looking for wavys to sharpen
your 1deas. We could use more good books on fathering by fathers)) My
bookk would differ slightly from. yours ,,. refleséting the differences be-
tween you and I, less so between Joshua and Denny, Who seem to me to have
a8 lot in common, T seem _to concentrate on socialized oppressions of pser-
ents and children and the impnact of these oppressiona, 7T have a falrly
integrated theory of how 1t all operates --- the detatils of which T'1l
spare vyou today, .

T did wish you hsd addreogssed & couple of issues ..,
((1like)) totlet tr=ining, This is a subject that'!s probesbly zermane to
many of your readert's ,...1t's somethine we're struggling with now, Danny
18 ceesf{etc, T don't think my readers are much Interested in tollet
treinine Joshua, let alone MNanny, s#nd T don't think T had anvthing really
creative to add, Mona felt wvervy strongly thst a low key spproach would
be best, thet he would be toilet trained when he was pgood and ready, sand
not a week esarller, Se alone with teaching him, we herd to teach ourselv-
es patience. Joshus missed poine to csmp last summer because he wasn't
trsined yet, Mona was furiovs about this, but her anger was directed at
the camps, not at Joshua, ))

We know that girls, bv snd large, master potty control
faster than boys ((especially bladder control)). T can't prove it, but
T believe the differences are socid 1lv engineered rather than based on anv
substantisl physiological differences, irls are simply"expected" to get
1t faste than boys, and to thst extmnt, invites s self-forfillineg pro-
phecy....((Cause and effect are o"ten hard to separste, especislly in
childraising, since kids hav~ such &8 tendency to do as kids are expected
.to do,. But I'm dubious., T read somewhere that this difference is =seen
In a very wide variety of cultures, which reduces the chances of cultursal
bias, Toreover, this is one area where there is a phva¥logicsl differ-
ence, Resides which, girls tend to develope faster than boys over a very
wide §?nge of s8kills, especlally sround the age where toilet trainines
occurs

Ve mentioned this wher we sooke last --- the 1ssue of
cholce, TI'm committed to maximizing Danny's pallette of slternatives at
every opportunity. The trick 1s to be patient and not to overrule or
censor him, unless his choices are clearly dengerous or pgrossly ineppro-
priate. ((By contrast, Joshus hsd a number o dietygrv resptrictions, even
to the point of what order he can eat foods (he can't stert dinner off
wlth fruit, for example). A lot of TV is off limits to him e.z. the Sat
morning cartoons, He's not sllowed to take toys sway from ¥zra, he hsas

only a very limited ability to affect his be dtime, and his wishes thst
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shampoo not be used on his head aren't res "

pected, ¥e has no "war tovs"
no Christmas tree, etc, None of these would meet vour "dangerous or ’
grossly inappropriate" criteria, but he can't choose them anyway, Of
course, 1f all kids were raised the same way, this would be a dull world))

ELLEN DICKINSON: ({(Fllen is not in the hobby, but 1s one of my oldest
friends, going back to High School)) My firat resction to the plece wasa
that 1t took me back to the Mark T knew 25 () vears sgo. How 1like Mark
to approach fatherhood with flashcards, ¥Vow appr.opriate for him to be
wWith Joshus in this way., Mark, who was slways interested in anvthing and
everything, to whom nothing waa benesth his notice or curiosity} Mark,
Who was competitive, but without the poison of ambition, Vho was so
nonw~judgemental sbout everything ((Ellen, some of my subscribers sre rol-
ling on the floor with laughter at this pointl!)) and who never got depres-
sed about anything more important than losing hils jacket, Vou have to be
aware as to why most people are sa opposed to flashcards, Vou have to be
aware of this Yuppie movement to get their kids placed in the right pre-
school, so that they can get into the right elementary school, so thev
can enter Neerfleld Academy ,..,. 80 thet Harvardysleprinceton can be the
crowhing end,{(Uh, well, as you surely recall, T went to an Tvy League
school undergrad, and then to M,IT.,T, =nd 1f Joshue and ¥xra did something
like that, I'd consider thet & crowning end, fnd we're plenning on moving
in part because of dissatiafaction with the locrl {(public) schools)) VYou
must know sbout parents who push their children from vear one and flash-
cards would fit in with this regime perfectly, ((Ah, yes, "pushing”. A
tremendous trigger word, Virtually every responsible parent pushes their
ch1ld, but we 2ll think being too pushy 1s pushing more than we oubselves
do --- 8 very subjective standard)), But its aquite clear that you are not
one of these people and that they flashcasrds nourish a relationship and a
value system that ias pretty uninue .to you (and perhpaes your familyl. Tts
also ocuite clear that 1f T had used flashcards on my children, 7 would
heve poisoned the relationship & the value syatem, RBecause unlike Yyou, I
am both competitive and ambltious ..., Ordinarily, T would be appalled =at
giving a babg fleshcards, but somehow with you its slright, ((BIT csards

re just neutral objects, Thev don't come with an evil enchantment which
can only be overcome by a parent whose motives are stouthearted and true,
As 1t hesppena, we use flashcardas because the kids like them, because T
like to teach and explsin, beceuse T hope 1t will "expand" their mind (es-
peclally memory and visual centers in the brsin) and beceaus~ I want to in=
fuse in them & joy in learnning, =ut 1f my secret purpose was to give ‘
them s '"competitive" edpe to getting Iinto Farvardete, the flashcards would
look just the s-me, While T suppose its possible that flashcards could
influence whether or where a person went to college, that 1s so far re-
mote that the chences seem tenuous, If such a connection did ocecur, T
think it would comefrom an attitude toward learning rather than the speci-
fic facts per se, And 1f such a thing did happen with Joshus or Fzrsa,
that would be fine by me)) ,... Have vou tried any FEscher on Joshus? Will
particularly liked Fscher, but then ill was heavily into rezes and puzzl-
es ,.. ({((Joshua has one set ofFScher, and his reaction was uniouwe, With
all other decks, his interest in the deck either staved the saame, or

, much more commonly, df€clined, the more he saw it (he had learned 1t and
thus wanted something newer), This deck was the reverse, The older he
gets, the more fascinated he i8 with trving to figure out what 1% golng
on (sorting out the impossible structures, figuring out how one thing
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melds into snother, and other games ,))

One last thought I'1l leave you with thet hess helped me
tremendously over_the years ,,, T firmly beleive that a spercific child 1is
gent into o Specific family for 2 reasomns: One, thast child is deficiant in
something that the famlly can offer; two, the family is deficlant in some-
thing the child cen offer, Yot only -re wvou teasching vour child, your
chtld 1s teachinz you ... ((I don't belleve that a child is "sent”, altho

do believe that everv child adds an extra dimension to a family, =and in

at sense supplies something that is missing. T think that what wvou get
18 a combinstion of genes, enviormment and luck, T think a parents obli-
gations are to 1) be respectful of the child's inborn charlctaristics(whi=-
ch range from predisposition te diseases, some personality and intellegence

tendencies, physical makeup) 2) provide a stimulsating snviormment, an es-
sential component to psrental love and 3) accept Eﬁa% a certdaln amount of
luck 18 involved,))

2 ... wondered at first what vou meant by your opening com-
ment on the cover =--- "Alas, this won't bhe one of vour favorites,..,” T
hestily flipped through the 1ssue to see what would be likely to offend
Me., s Your sssumption was cuite wrong, ™his was far and awav my frvor-
tte i1ssue of DNy .T'd be hard pressed to think of an issue of any zine
thet I enjoyed more,..

T have seen three sisters ralsing kids, #2nd T have socme
definate 1desa on what each has done right end wrong, It was good to hear
an honest sccount from someone who has used the "Better Bab y programme”

I think your approach, and wvour conclusions about what would work and
what would not, are similar to whet mine would be (Will be?)

Its not widely known in the Diplomaecy F¥obby, but T would
like to heve children one day ({(Sthve is gey)), T reaslize it may not be
verv likely, since it will only happen 1f T find a life-long partner, and
if he also wants kids, and 1f, and if, and 1f ..., Rut T've always heen
good with kids, and T enjoy plaving with them,2nd talking with them =snd
listening to them, I know that whatever mistaskes T would make {(and T
know that the job 1s so difficult that it can't be done perfectly) ((even
for a single dayl)), I would still do a better job than many of the people
T see who claim to be parents,., ((My comments will follow the next letter))

LARRY PEFRY: I'm not too worried about having kid=s, 7T'm too busy making
sure all my striaght friends ((Larry is also gay)) raise theirs properly,
And yes, T do give good advice in that area, or so they tell me, And, un=-
t1l they start changing some of the archaic laws that prevent gav couvples
from adopting kids, there 1sn't any chance of me having any, “onsidering
I'm pushing 4O now, T may never get the chance, There are at lesst L0-50
gey teenagers in San NDiego "homea" who strsight couples aren't interested
in, either because they are gay, sociel misafits, etc, Most of them have
never had & decent gay role model to learn from. And so when thev get out
, moat of them will end up on the streets or in the prisons, And start s
new round of problems, 1Its unfortunste, because there are & lot of atable
gay couples who could provide them with a home and an understanding envion
mment to mature $in...{((My own views on this have changed since T became a
parent, T now would find it impossible to explain to a child that its bet-
ter to have no daddy at all than to have two daddies, end thats basicslly
what societyts sttitude now 1s, T'm aware of the argument based on child
molestation. 7"ltho most male child molestora are straight, the proportion
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of child- eators who are gay/blsexual is much higher than anvonets eg-
timate ofj the general population, However, the bigcest riak factor for
being a ¢hild molestor 1= having been sbused or molested oneself, And
since that doean't disqualify people, I don't see that homosexuals can be
disqualified on that basis, Sure, kids don't kike to be "different”, but
there are so many ways families are "different” these days (single parent,
blended families, unusual ethnic backrounds), thst T wonder 1f this is as
blg & factor as it used to be, ‘

I haven't seen mention of this in the press (perhaps 1its
in the gay press which I don't read), but I wonder if the surrogete mother
("Baby M") and host uterus (tho that would recuire an ovum donor) proced- '
upre would provide a private-adoption route to get around the problem))

LINDA WIGHTMAN: ,.. This was the first dipzine I read before Porter did.
ees We never went to any meetings of La Leche lLeague, but T'm Just ass gung
-ho about nursing as they are,,,.B2ck in Rochester, we knew several SE
Asian refugee families, and 1t always made me so mad when women who hsd
breatfed several babies in Laos insisted on bottla~feeding thelr American
~born bables, in order to be "American" ,.,.. Of course, it didn't help that
they got free formula from the WIC program, but thett's another story ((And
not, I think,a relevant one, If a woman 18 to make a free choice, then
both must be available, The WIC program should not take the risk that
» lacking free formula, the woman will resort to watered formula or worse,
In sueh a matter, 1f suasion does not work, that should he the end of it
for pruducts which are needed but are not h.rmful per se)) ... The only
thing I can see against 1t that it does make bonding more difficult for the
father ,.,. {(Who)) must make a renl sffort to acheive bonding, &nd may
never experience it until the ebhild 18 much older, ((If he doesn't, 1ts
his own fault; there 1is no natural law which savs that bonding comes only
via nursing. The child will bond with any consistant caregiver, and milk
18 only one form of care))
Congraulations on Keeping Joshua off sugar for so long.

Now you must redouble your efforts, Yeather had no salt or supar for her
entire first year, At ... 3 she was stll eating peanutbutter and weatgerm
anadwiches, and he birthday cakes were no sweefaglthan bae;Eaibread.IIF%;

w 8Yre ... ecar nfluence, g8 ver ar
%g é‘oat?trgo %’?a{lﬂ 3’ g‘ari?magho{her'kiég", lfouses ssee(2) Perter's andymy une-
willingness to do Without cookies, 1. e cream, and the like ourselves,
After age 3 kids can't be fooled anymore, 1f vou ¥¥eep the stuff in the
house, ({ The firat point 1s certainly true, snd we see 1t with Joshuna,
The second point im less of a problem for us, since we don't normally keep
anything sweeter than muffins in the house, and consumtion ocutside the
house 1s easier to hide, But the sabsolute quantities of sweets 1sntt the
issue, but rather the attitude toward them, Many three year olds are ob-
sessed with sweets, and view them es an entitle’ment, especinlly if they
have eaten their meal properly., That 18 what we have -w- 50 AP -=-- suc-
cessfully avolded with Joshua, Sometimes Joahus will take his (unsweet-
ened) crackers; noisily pretend that they ere cookles, and cram them into
his mouth with great gusto, RBut he does this without complaint sbout his
not having real cookies at home))

s+ sWe have never been to the Inatitutea, nor have we

pade any concerted erﬁgrt to foliow their programas, Rut 1f thev are erooks
I sure wish someone had tried to eece us that way vears ago, T'1ll agree
that asome of what they ¢laim 1s not as intulitive as they say 1t 18, end no
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doubt some of it 18 just plain wrong, but it is rare that T react to 2 book
book the way that T have done with "lenn Doman's books, wanting to shout:
it's true, 1t's true, 1t's so obvious; why hasn't anyone sald this before2
Every negative comment T have read about the IARP's meth.
ods(which usually cames without menti~nning their name) has betrayed almost
complete ignorance of thelir philosophy, There are warnings that 1t puts
children under too much oressure, that thev are being deprived of their
childhood, that they don't leave time for fun, Indeed, T once (in ig-
norance) levelled similar ctpticisma, 7T saw absolutely no:; point in pus-
hing a e¢hild to learn to read or add, or to play a musical instrument, or
whathver, I felt very strongly that the young child should set the pace
of his own learning, that he will learn to walk when he is resdy, to be
toilet trained when he 18 ready, etc,, and that 1t makes little sense to
try to rush the procesas, T 3ti1ll beleive that, for the most part, altho T
have learned that it 18 not only possible, but &lzo sometimes desirable to
alter the child's timetable once gn a while, (When Janet showed no incli-
netion to wean herself, even approaching her lLith birthday, T took matters
into my own hands, There is such a thing as earrying a good thin~ too far
o) But how does & child learn to walk: Surely, sSome timing is built ing:
a 2-month-old cannot learn to walk ,.. But just ss surely the enviorrmment
is important: {f & child never saw anyone walking, would he learn to do
1t? ((T doubt it, My guess is that crawling 1s inborn, Kids do 1t with-
out adults modeling that kind of travel, Walking i1s imitative, tho I sus-
pect that eventually the kid would walk simply becauae it gives a better
view and frees the hands)) 7T have my dobts ,.. but not everything i=
automatically presented to a child in this way; some teaching 1= necessary,

Most of 2all, what I didn't realize at the time, and which most of t he In-
stitutes? critics don't seem to realize, is the philosophy that makes this
teaching so child-centered: that the goal 1s intimate parent-child inter-
action, with the pace set by the child, and if 1t can't be done with joy
by both parent and child 1t should not be done at 8ll ((Agreed, tho vou
oversimplify when you say the pace is set by the child, e parent has =a
major role in this, In fact, T would say that the TAHP's view 1s that the
pace i3 actually set by the parent, But to set the pace, the parent needs
have have 1) an optimistic view of the child's asbility to learn, and ?) a
very close monitoring of how the child reacts, 7T belleve thst an alert
perent will be provided for by the child of ail the information he or she
needs to know if he 1s goine too fast or too slow, So the parent sets the
pace, but under the continuons,if unconscious,gutidance of the child,))

My other concern was for whatever activity this type of
instruction might be replecing. 7Tf a child 1s learning to read, whst 1s
he missing ((One must ask also the compasnion cuestion: If a child 1s un-
able to read, what 1s he missing?)) & child's 1ife 18 full, and he tends
to concentrate on learning one thineg at a time, (At least our kids did)
((I don't agree at al1l, Kids learn a lot of different things a1l »t the
same time, altho we may not even be aware of 1t)) Have wou read
Superbabies ((Can't locsete)), Tt is the fascinating storv of Antrony
Morris Johnson, whose parents followed the TAHP's progrsm for mormal kilds
With as much enthusiassm as Dorants mother fol'owed their prorram for hurt
kids, We seems to have prospered under it (to sav the least), but 1t is
obvious that he has missed out on much of the independent exploration that
most kids get, I don't know how important that 1a, but T would be nervous
about interfering quite sc drasf¥ically with nature ((If you're not comfort-
able with a given level of this, then its not right for you)) =Rut that
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obviously is an extreme, As T learned more about the program, and obhser-
our own kids and others, 7T begsn to realize a few things, T™he first is
that T have never met a child who hed too much attention from his parents,
((IT'm.assuming that you refer here just to younger children, A 10-vear
old can obviously be mmothered by too much sttention)), That is almost a
universal deficisncy. Any program that promotes more, loving, pareht-
child Iintersction deserves consideration for that resson slone ((And 1its
helpful for a parent who wants to intereact with his kid more, but 1= at

a loss for what to do beyond hovering while she plavs with toys)). The
second 1s thet most children have vast amounts of their time wasted, That
is, they spend i1t in front of s television set, 7T don't think much of
Sesame Street myaelf, but even 1f you consider 1t to be worthwhile, the
numbey of children who wsteh only such programs must be smell, ((8S 1a

a fairly harmleas form of entertaimment, with a amall amount of education-
al material thrown in, Tts not educstional ™7, because the msain purpose

is to entertain, Joshus sees it 3-5 times n week,  in 4~?2 hour blocks, Mo
be honest, 1t 1s often used as 8 babysitter, espetenlly now that ¥zra is
more demanding, *nd sometimes, Joshusa needs a break from more Active
pursuits, Por this he may get records or S3, Aside from an ocesasionsl
nature show, SS ia about all the TV Joshua gets, snd T recognize that he's
atyplcel in that regard. "“hen he rets older, that could be a problem, as
kid's play 18 often 1loosely based on what they see on TV, and he's not
going to know what thev are talking sbout)) 7TI'd bet thet more than 90%

of American kids watech He-Man, the Smurfs, or similar Sat Morning Car-
toon" fare, and more than %at mornings, tooc. Fow can any self-respecting
humen being (let slone en intellegant educator) say thet this 1s prefera-
to sitting on a parent's lap, looking a2t pictures of great art {({Tt amazesn
me that a parent can have his kid watch "Rosdrunner" cartoons but =
flashcard of a real roadrunner bird is considered being too pushy bv thnat
same parent, A¥ Joshua's school, one of the monthly newsletters took a
jJibe at flashcards as being "second-hand learning™., This sarme school

shows movies on Wedneasdays,)) At some point, T realized thet our children
are going to learn, whether we like it or not, the only thing we cen try to
do 18 influence the direction of their learning., *ltho T am somewhst of a
civil libertaréan (desiring that government leave people alone Aas much as
posaible) 1t does not bother me in the least thst parents have such great
povwer in their c¢children's 1lives, T happen to belefive that that is what
parents are for, And T am also conceited enuf to believe that we know

more about what!'s best for the $articular crildren thst have been entrusted
to us than all the child«care books, government agencieg, educators,
busineases, TV programs, psychologists, teacherts unions, and “adison Ave
tvpes in the world, ({0f course, such a séntiment moes contrsarv to your
eerlier observation about how So many psrents let theilr kids wstch swful
™Yy, for example}) ,

e..d2¥e vou noticed that most of the child care "experta"
would have vou beleive that 1t 1s good for a child to be able to able to
recognize Big RBird, but not the ona Lisa; to memorire nursarv rhymesa, but
not poetry; to learn commercial jingles, but not a Bach fugue? T have yet
to see anv cormment on the sbsurdity of this position,..((7ts rootbd in &
failure to understand that kids will be interested in practicslly anvthing
thet their parents show them with enthusiesm, and in an sssumption that

kids must have evervything simplifiled for them-.-which just 4isn't so))
Terewith are some of my observations that lead me to

beleive thst Jlen NDomen 48 more right tﬁ;n wrongs
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.. (1) With both of ,our kids, we started swimming lessons
when they were vounger thsn 5 months, Ve did not think thie was anvthing
unusual;’we did it at the r ecommendation of our family doctor ... our les-
sons were at the YWCA, snd they incorporated many of the TAWPta 1deas,
altho T didn't know it st the time, It was a parent-child program:; the
instructors were there to teach the parents, not the children ((which is
the TAHP's approach as well)), The children set the pace, and a wonder-
ful time was had by all, At leest 1%t was for the vounger children ===
those who were older .than about 1% tended to be scared, Rut the bsbies,
never, They were soon moving about under water as 1f thev'd been born
to 1t ... We did not go into the program with the idea of making oul kids
Olympic swimmers, ‘leachings them to swim at An eerrlvy age was not even wvery
important to us:; we didn't know thast we would he moving to ™la, to a house
with a pool, and would later credit those lessons with saving Janet's 1life,
Tndeed, 1t was an important time for fsther-dsughter bonding, as Porter was
sble to come for several of the sessions ,.. T™hey are good swimmers, snd
whet's more, have always loved the water ,., But so meny people these deys
think thet its & terrible thing to do to s child] Tven the Amer Acad of
Pediatrica (or Pediatriciasns or something like that) has come out agerinst
swimming lessons for children under three, Thev especilally dislike the
1deca of letting small children put thelr hesds under water, Tf we didn't
alread know better, mand had listen to those folks, our family would have

%ssed out on & lot of fun, not to mention a very valuable experience,cce
T Swimming programs 1s one of the verv few aress where ideas that TAWP
espouses are gaining some mainstream acceptance, T think this is due in
part to the fact that while its educstion, 1t doesn't have that "stigma"
of "academic" education, I think 1ts also due in part to the fact that
the parent gets immediate and ummistakable feedback that the child 1is
learning and enjoying and benefitting, TRut 1ts important to show thet
"Experts Say to Moms: Walt™ isn't elwmys good advice, and if parents msee
that earlier can be betLter there, then perhpes thev!ll think: Where else
might earlier he betterg Alas, bhecause of concerns for hveeine, we A4id
not do this , worrylng about ear infectiona, T think we well mayv have
made a misteske in that regard,

(2) It seema to be the universal tenet of modern educa-
tion thst thildren will learn about things that itnterest them, Tn order
to teach something, you find out what the chilfd 1s inerested in, and then
figure out how to relate it to what wou want to teach (e.,g, let him lesrn
decimal fractions by figuring out betting averages, if he 1likes bsseball),
Or, you can diegulse the lesson with » 1lot of interesting action, a la
Sesame Street, Roth of these approaches may be useful, but T think they
represent a backwards approech, Its been my observation that children
(and adults too, for that matter) are interested in whetever things they
know somethinc about, Meach a child to recognize a few birds, rnd sudden-
1y heta a bird watcher, Teach him to count, and he'll do 1t all the time,

s.oTake him to sn orghestra concert eand he'll be bor~d after a few -
tes, but 1f they play music he'salresdy familiar with, hetll 1tston,miggt,
to the whole show, There are exceptions, of course ,,, Rut 1t has been
my experlence that, whatever a child is exposed to on a regular basis, 1in
8 positive context, he will enjoy. What a responsibility this is for psre
ents] We have so few years in which we have the power to influence our
children's tastes, in which, whatever we do and think is important simply

because we are Mom and Ded,,.I do not think this power is misplaced ,..Do
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some people really think that the influence of thelr children's peers, say
s 18 more legitimate than their own? ,.. -

) (3) We are classical music fans, and have alwavs had erood
music in the house ((note how auickly "classical” and "good" become eous-
tedl)). ®But 1t was not until Janet was 3 and Heather 6 that we had the
idea of giving them a tape of Bach music to fall asleep to., Thev had had
many records and tapes of their own, mostly of the "kid music" and e torv
type (Wwhich I am not knocking) and had often listened to them at bedtime,
but Bach was an instant hit .., it has been a bedtime miracle, perticulsrly
for Janet ,,, We never have any trouble getting the kids to sleep in e
strenge place, 1f we have the tape recorder and muausic, T wish T had known
abbut this eariier ,,, Jenet, after a few menths of this was easily recog-
nizing the difference between "Bach" and "not Rach" ,... you emntioned
Suzuki mustic lessons,..Heather takes Suzuki pieno, and T have nothing dbut
praise for the philosophy., She started aulte late, just after her 7th
birthdey, but the methods are =till valuable,

(It} Tor years T looked for books with simple, clearly-
defined, distinct pictures, There are no color books, for example, that
show simply "red"; instead, thev have a confusing profusion of red birds,
red wagons, re flags, etec., And the books of animels have too many differ-
ent kinds on one page ,,., I felt that at least some of the books for chil-
dren should be simple in style rathey than content., TI've never found any-
think like what I was lookingz for, so you can see Why the flsshcard con-
cept appeal to me (there are a few books out 1like that, which T cut up for

flashcards, (5) I discovered the truth that is so cleverly hidden
by all the professionals: there 1s very little that is ss much fun eas
teaching your own children ... Not only do they not encourage parents to
share in the jJoy of teaching, but they actively discourage it, Were in
Florida it 1s (for this year st leastg legal for a parent to teech his
children at home, as long as 1t can be shown that the children are lear-
ning what they should be, Altho very few people take advantage of this
opportunity, you'd be surprised at the fuss that the NFA 1s making just
because its legal ... I have nothing but admiration for the Mrue Teacher,
Wwho can teach a whole classroom of kids, 7T've tried 1t as a Sunday School
teacher; I can't do 1t, and T don't 1like 1t, =ut with my own kids, 1ts a
different story. PRut with my own kids, 1ts a different story ... they en-
joy learning &8s much as T do teaching, Whether this 1s from a true joy of
learning, or because they can sense that T'm having fun, and that makes it
more fun for them, T don't know, but T don't think 1t makes much differ-
ence, ((I suspect that the former arises eventuslly from the 1lstter)),
I will be forever grateful to "lenn Noman (and to Rawymond Moore, who from
an enitrely different perspective gaid the same thing) for telling me thst
ts 0K to teash my own children thus giving me somethine to do w
eiEe *Fs “Far more Zﬁtereating theh endless gages of "oandyiang."o ten them
coelt come a3 a =murprise to me to find out that we were
actually doing our kids some good by hanging them upside down, swinging
them around, flying thru the sir, T thought we were just shocking the
relatives, If I'd have known, T'd have done more, {{Its a pit more than
Just tossing the kid thru the air, Its not actunlily hangineg up stde down
per 8e, which kids may like simply because it makes the world look diff-
erent, Rather, 1ts the changing of the child's orientation that stimulsas-
tes the brain; its the process, not the orientation, thsest metters, I

would swing Joshua (and now Ezrsa) upslﬁ; down, but he wouldn't normally be
I



held that way for more than a second before being swung up again., A ses-
sion would be 6-10 of these, in falrly rapid sucession, snd T generally
tried for 3 or LI sessions a day))

They say thet kids don't like testing, I know, but ours
insist on 1t, Whenever we do flashcards (we have a modest few ,.,.) T al-
ways hear "don't ssy 1t, Mom, let me puessi™ To get anv tesching in, T
have to say, "you can say it, but yqu have to be faster than T am,™ ™This
s8lso lets me get her off the hock 1# she really doesn't know, ((Sounds
like you need some new flashcards, We continue to use the "Flashcard Geme"
(Joshua stands in the center of a eirle of well-known cerds, and he points
to them as T call off their names), and he continues to view 1t as a treat,
and 1f I promize it to him, and we forget, he reminds me the next morning
that he got gypped, T can sometime control late-evenine weldness by re-
rminding him that if he's not cooperative, he won't get the gsme, Ttve be-
come worried that he may forget the meteriel thats in Fzra's decks, since
he doean't see them on & reguler baais; thep'r not in his rotstion eny
more, So, '+ © . I pilck out one of Fxra's decks, and we have e"review
geasion” on that deck morning snd evening, with his regular cards, Yor-
mally, he would be offended by having to look at Exra's cards, which he
views as having slready learned,. But I can cover the whole thing by
presenting it as preparation for the evening's "Flashcerd Game" -~ which
ts indeed what 1t 1s, My point here is not the detsils of what T do, but
thet testing 1) can be enjoyable, so long as the kid gets the clear mesa-
sage that the procesa 1s to demonstrate what he knows (and not to expose
what he doesn't know) 2) cen be integrsted into the learninas proceas,

When he gets older, that integration will tarke on much more sophisticated
forma)).

Granted, there is much less support available in our soc-
fety for father than for mothers, but I don't believe that theret!s that
much for mothers, elther, Tt've hardly found 1t "suffoceting™, I agree
that there sre 2 lot of women's magazines out there, but ,,. T have yet to
see one that even comes close to supporting the eclectic mix of philoso-
phies that compose my approach to motherhoocd... Most such magazines seem
to assume that parents (especislly mothers) are complete idiots, ®Rut I
would give up 8l1ll the magazines for some neighbors who share more than =
few of our approeches to childbearing, 7T'11 admit that T am an anachro-
nism, being one who strongly beleives that it is importent for the child-
ren to have gt least one 5%11 time psrent,..T am firmly opposed to dey-
care, even before-and-after s8chool carla, unless it 1s 2 matter of finan-
cizal necessity, Thies old-fashioned attitude immedistely alienates me from
most people in this country,..We are bhlessed with many friends on our
block, but there are no other full time mothers, wWe do know some full-

time mothers ,,., further away, and I've found their support very helpful,
but I am even more radical than that, That is, T am totslly opposed to
nursery school, or formal preschoocl 1n &ny form, T know no other parents
who feel this way. T firmly beleive that the home 1s the child's bent
enviormment in the early years, (I'd exterd t-et to about 8, but T can't
do anything about 1t, short of taking Weatrer out of school)

are an "anachronism", altho thev are the minority(g}ewogmguggiggtio:;pgizge

and mothers in this country, Moreover, I suspect that most the

do go back to work, especielly with a child ugder -] yearooldTorSCg;nrzg

full well the drawbacks to the babv,, even 1f they feel thet, oversll

gﬁey are makineg the best decision, ™here are women who feel honestily ’that
ey just gannot cooe With a 2 year o0ld, all day, every week day, without



rather ser!ous aidéieffects on themselves, on their marrsige, and even on
their relationship with their kid, Vour’flat—out opposit%oﬁ to chilld °

care (except for finsncisl necessity) translrtes into the message that such

a woman should not have a child, snd T beleive you you are setting too de-
manding a standard, No day cere cen ever be 1deal, but there's no justti-

fication for concluding thet no day c¢are can be as good &8s the worst mo-
ther, Sure, no day care 18 golnm to be as good as you, 8o day care 1is
wrong for you. RBut other mothers may lack your res ancy and pateience,
mey not have as committed a husband es you do, may feel unable to halt
thelir career without some resenthent spilling over toward their kid, or
a dozen other human fallinge which a flat out oppositi~n to day care re-
fuses to ecknowledge, Your home mav be™the hest enviormment™, agreed,
but to be totally oppsed to child cere is to make a statement about ell
homes which 12 just not justified)) T agree with Faymond Mocre (I d4ldn't
know that the TAHP's mav sc too) that peer scclalization 1s mostly nega-
tive for preschcolers, (Translation: kids pick up bad habits faster then
good ohes, s truth 1f T ever heard ones,) There 1s very little that a
child learns 1imnx preschool that can't be tsught better at home, thanx to

the resources that are avallable in most cormunities, We have never felt
that our kids have been deprived of intersction with other kids, Thanx to
church activities, library storytime, swimming lessons (which are without
parents from age 3 up), gymnastics classes, they have had plenty of op=
portunity to learn about group dynamics ((She goes on to explein how well
her two children have turned out in school even tho they didn't attend any
preschool)) ((I really wish I could agree with you on the subject of pre=
school, but I don't, Josgua's sreschsol sterts 8-9 AM, and runs t111 1 PM
we had acholice of three day a week, or five, and chose the letter, Pre-
school 1s where you start getting into herd compromises, There are sub=
stantial numbers of pluses and minuses, and while the kid gets nearly all
the minuses, he doesn't reap all the pluses, That is, preschoocl functions
somewhat for the benefit of others, In this cesse, Fira and Mona, Joghusa
golng to school gives Ezra s large block of time in the morning when he
can get the kind of individueslized time that is just not available when
Joshua is eround --- and which Joshua had when he was small, A second kild
con almost never get the asttention the first kid does, but Joshus being in
"school gives him &a bit of "only-child" time, I firmly belelve that this
benefit begsn hefore Fzre waes born, Pregnant women need many things in
excess ofndrmal amounta, and one of them 1is rest, This 1s especilally true
for older women (Mona was [0 when Ezra was born), Its even effective now
to sacme degree, as a late morning nap (when Fzrs is asleep) can leave
her in much better positinn todeal with the both of them in . . . after-
noon and evening. T am aware of what kids pick up even at preschool,
Yesterday, JToshua was procleiking that he was "Supermsn and G,I.Jones"

I asked him who these people were, and he hadn't the slightest clue; he .
was jJust repeating playground talk. You try to reenforce the good, and
counteract the bad, but there are limits toc how effective that csn be, At
the same time, he gets things in sachool which he 1s, as s prrcticel matter,
unlikely to get At home, esgpecially in the arts end crafts department, snd
in terms of playrround easuipment thats aveilable to him, and in being
teught songa, The socialization auestion 1s perhaps the most contentious,
turning on two unresolved points: At whet age do the advnetages of such
interactions outweirh the dissdvantsges? To what extent are non-school
socializhtions able to do whest pre-school does? One of the things thet
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preegchools can do, esp cially for 3 and i vesr olds, 1s tesch how to fun-
ction in medium size groups. 7 don't mean =much matters ags how to wait in
line, but a2lsc how to adjust to the peopnle arcund vou, 7Ry 8eecineg the same
group of kids on a regular basis, your kid erine some knowledge of what to
expect from them, asnd learns how to put thet knowledee to use, Trom this
flows a clesrer sense of how people differ in wavs other than size (which
the family can usually tesch verv well, since evervone usually differs in
size from vour kid), and from that cen flow a cleerer sense of self, e
have no regrets at all about sending Toshus to pre-school, sltho part of
this was luck -- We happen to have hit two veryv good ones, sand Joshusa's
personality seems to hsve adapted well,))

Vvou will not be surprised, then, when 7 sey that T find
the idea of all-dsv kinderssrten, or public pre-K classes, sapnalling,

Since I don't approve of the theory, vou can imagine how T feel about our
tax monev payine for svch s thing, T would far rather see the money go
toward teasching"disadvanteged'" parents to help their kids st home, ms some
of the newer"headstartetvpe" progrems have done ({The one in Missouri is
open to 211 parenta, not just disadvantaced one)),T would rathe-, 41f 1t
came to that, pay a mother~ or father to stsv at homfwith her child, then
offer federslly funded dav-ctcre so she can go to wWork, {((Fave vou sny 1den
how collosally expensive such a plan would be? Sopoclety 1an't even wil-
ling to put up enuf money to run enuf federally funded dav-care facilities
, Which ere more efficiant (#$-wise) in that one person cen tske care of

» gay, I or S kids, Paving people the difference between their sslerv and
childeare costs would be far more exvensive, Moraover, people Work for
more than just their "pay". In meny ceses, people »slso work for health
benefitas {for themselves and their family), for Socelal Security cuarters,
to gain the experience needed for a better job, and even for the self-
esteem that comes from a job)) ... “ven here in"heckward"%lorida, all day
K is state-mandated, and public pre-K is starting next year in certain
counties ,.., "™he schooles themselves don' t think much of 1t, There 1s
really little sained by those extra hours, since thev need to 1nclude lunch
and naptime (also state-mandeted; T don't know sbout Joshus, but our kids
haven't napped since they were two), ((Joshua naps about half the days, but
more on that later, Janet will 1likelv just be put on a mat with a book or
two., The apgument against all-day X 18 onlv 511ightly stronger than the
argument against all-day first egrede, With so many kidas coming into X with
1-3 years backround in pre-school, the o0ld notion thet kids cen't handle so
much time away from their parents has been demolished, o it comes down to
a8 gquestion of economica: Are S-vear olds worth the money people are willing
to spend on six-yéar olds? If a parent feels that all dey-X is undesira-
ble for their child (e.g., you), thev should h=ve the right to 1limit it to
half-day, unless the ateste can show that the parent is not scting in the
best interest of their child (which would be rather difficult to showl)

Rut otherwise, T think all-day K should be available for perents, like me,
who feel that is what 1s best for thelr kid, _

The really bir crime of pulic educstion (and most pri-
vate schools saren't much better) is thst so much of a childts precious time
1s wasted. Take a 1:30 teacher student rstio ((that would bhe very very
unusual in this erea for an elementarv s2chool, as Va, Md and NC erll mandate
lower ratios)), sdd to the fact that meny of the children are poorly be
hatived ({(etc.. Pnblic schools will be coverad in a future essav some vyears
hence, a8 Tt've no personal experience to drew from, TRnt the issue is im-
portant, Tndeed, in looking for our home recentlv, we heard such good £
things sbout & particulsr elementary school thet we limited our search to
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the boundaries of that school districtl)})

ves BY the way, thaks for printing Mona's comment that mother-
hood 18 bv far the hardest job she's ever done, T needed thst, 'hen T
earnéd my living &s a computer progremmer, T had the respect, even ave, of
many people, Motherhood is much trickler, much harder, =nd much more eX-
hausting, end you can't leave it behind you at 5:00. Its a good thinge 1ts
slso much more rewarding, because 211 those people who think it tskes a
brilkiant person to be a computer programmer think any fool can bhe a
((good)) parent, ((Thanx for your letter which was, even with ell the
editing, the longest ever run in DIPLOMACY DIGEST)Y)

RANDOLPH SMYTH:. ... I found it interestine enough to tske & couple of
precious hours away from studying to go through it. ¥Yothing has any pra=-
ctlcal value today, but who knows, in five years? Anyhow, its an lasue T
intend to keep until I know whether it ever will be relevant...

cee Has this organization come out with recommendations
for older kids as well? {((None'thgt I know of, It may be that thev are
waiting for some experience with older kids, to be generated at their
achool)) Presumably the flashcards aren't going to grab the interest of
a 10-year old in cuite the ssme way, ((The course never made anv mention
a8 to how long the biteard program could be kept up., Thev did say it
should start before the kid turns 6, or by the time he was 5, but this is
not the same thing, At current turnaround rates, cards intorduced to
Joshua could last as long as 2 years before being turned over to Fzra ===
but will he st111 be viewing them at 5k ??? There is no doubt that his
relationship to the cards cheges as he grows older, TIn the past few months
s I've seen a phenominon which didn't exist when T wrote the earlier essay
and can best be descibed ss Joshua ‘:taking the bitcards for granted., This
sometimes occurs in the evening session if ¥Fzra 4s in the same room and
moving about, Joshua tries to monitor both Fzra and the bitcards, egiving
the cards the briefest look and then watching Fzra, T mav spedd up the
rate, or engage him in discussion offi particular cards, or admonish him to
pay attention, If that doesn't work, T'm not about to let the bitcards
become backround viewing, and so I abruptly terminate the session, tel-
1ling him that he's just not paying sttention. Fe invariably become qulte
ajarmefd and pleads with me, sometimes with tears in his eves, to show him
the rest of his cards (which T do), Ttve never hed to do this twice, a3
he's quite good afterwards))You made a pessing reference to acrobatic &
vear olds without much description of how they got thst way,

SCOTT MARIEY: Tssue #100was the best reason for renewing you could heve
sent me, 1'm glad vou're not letting some ((expletive deleted)) child
psvcholomist tell vou what Piaget sald, Plaget never sald it was hermful
to expose kids to ideas too early, just that thev won't absorb them until
8 certain age, ((And keep in mind that "ideas" and what bitcards display
(facts) aren't the same thing, The idesa of e,g. gracefullness is beyond
the one year old, but the plcture of a cheetash she csan absorb, When she's
older, she can stert to sssociste the two)), #merican education sucks,
and educators like to use that ss an excuse, when the truth 1s that our
teachers can't teach, and when Joshua growa up knowing who Xandinsky and
Lautrec are, 1t'1l meke evervbody else look real bsd, ((Part of this=s aria
ses from how poorly we pay teachers, In the areas where college gradustes
move into, teachers get paid the worst, Ry contrssti in Jepan, =# teachgr
starts at a salary which 1s spproximately at the medlian for college grads,
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That means that a lot of college students just don't trke the idea of
teaching seriously --- because societv doesn't. fchool svstems cannot

be very selective in hiring, sd, particalarly in mesth and the sciences,
are vulnersble to be'ng raided by outsiders lookine for, e.g. computer
programmers, technicisns, etec, This is especially true when the tescher
has children to support. "You get what vou pay for" 1sn't the whole
atoryﬁ but 1ts a good part of 1t.)) Just don't force mnvthing on JToshua
that he doesn't really like, snd you'll be fine, Q?eople shouldn't really
worry so much sbout "forcing" #ltho you can force a, sav, 13 vear old to
learn, you really can't forcea three yesr old to learn, If she's not in-
terested, thats the end of 1t, TI've vet to run across a blitcesrd that
Joshua doesn't like, altho he seema to just tolerate the dotcards)), Tven
if he goes for the trashy stuff for & while, encournsge 1it, give him plenty
of 1t, and when he gets a l1little tired of it he will be ready for the
subtler stuff, Before you appreciate Plcasso, you have to go thru s stage
where vou like cets with big eves and poker plaving dogs, ((T don't agree
with you here, I'm not golne to show him poker plaving dogs -~~~ he'll see
thet in the general enviormment, and T don't think you need to become
Bored-with-the-kitch to aoppreciste the “subtler stuff", "vPicasso"is the
stenderd for ,* ridicule for showing art to kids, but in fact, a lot of
his work 1s not unduly asbstact, cubist or bilzarre, Some of 1t, moreover,
i1s only moderstely strange, which doesn't seem to bother him., T™he prob-
Jem sarises is theat when Joshus asks, "Why ¢s one eye red and the other ewye
blue", T don't have the slightest 1deal Picassoc has Plentv of pictures
with children in them, and one of them, "Two Rrothers” is one of Joshua's
favorite cards, T repeat, there is nothineg wrong with showing Picasmo to

a8 kid who cannot vet walk. Do not underestimaste whet can delight.))

J.C, HODGINS: Congratulations on your 100th anniversary issue,.,., V ou
mentioned that Joshua could ({(virtuslly memorize a book read to him 15
timea, which surprised me gince T couldnt't have done 1t)), We hss one
advantage over you --- Joshua can't read,

cesWhile taking a course on Gresek and Roman lLiterature
in second year universaity, the professcr told us a very interesting thing,
eesThe (treek performers used to recite the Tliad, thst verv long poem '
for their asudiences --= from memory} {({(Or so they cleimed, No culture is
{mmune to exxageration))}., It soundsz amezing, but adults, (ss oporosed to
children ... ) could and d4id memorize very long, verv complex stories,
This 1llustrates that the phemonon 1s not restricted to klds,

However, all this happened before writing, and reading,
came 1Into common practice in Greece, ‘/hen writing begen to dominate, and
more and more people learned how to read, those "educated" people began to
losc their capacity to remember, because they didn't need 1t snvmore., Tven
todey, ertain cultures still practice storytelling as a much better =art
than the western culturea, These cultures haven't ceught up to us in the
ability to read snd write, The professor used the exampls of children and
nursery rhymes to 1llustrate her poilnt., “hildren gave a great capacity
to remember rhymes when little, but as soon as they begin to read, they
lose this abllity very quickly ... T think it is not so much that they can
learn easily, but they can use the humna ability of memory to a erester
extent than can we adults who are"educated", ... Interesting, iasntt 1t7?
((Inter~sting, yess persuasive, no, 7T agree that necessity {s the mother
of invention. TRut all you can say here is that socletles which become
1iterate need not rely on gifted 1ndividuals to preserve stories, That 1s
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s 1ts entirely posasible thet the memory in our soclety is every bit as good
as the memory in ancifent Greece (that 1s, our reading hsan't harmed our
memory). In each society, perhaps one adult in 100,000 haes an extrecrdin-
ary memory. In Greece, this special gift would sllow such ¢ person to
gain great visibility as a story teller, In our societv, the ssme people
could not gain such visibility, =2ince we dontt need them all thet much,
Such 2 person might get a job as a numbers-runner (no need to carrv those
incriminating betting slips) or a waltreas (wows the petrons by keeping
track of complex dinner orders for large parties with mo note pad}, but

no miverasity professor is going Zo rgm:ik on them 2000 years later, Now,
there 18 & strange phemonon celled eldetlc memorvy

heve the abtlit% tg recall images with astonTghlﬁqiglzgig:.cegga;gpzzggle
that thease people store information in a different wav, in a more directly
visuel way, than do orndinesrv people, but little is known about it be-
cause it 18 so rare, 'There 13 some evidence that the abllitv 19 more com=
mon in small children, and then usually dissppears, Whether this very
gnus??l abilityv disappears becsuse the kid starts to read 18 rrother mat-
er,

scoccFinally, a word erbout the 1ssue as A whole. Vou =tete

on page 1 that a publisher whould write about what he i3 interested 1h, not
the readers, 7You then proceed to do Ssoc. T agree with you to a certesin
extent. You won't produce good work 1f vou are not interested im the toplc
at hand, But in the case of a zine like DD, don't you think the resders
have the right to expect the topic(m) to be somewhat related to Diplomacy
in some forta? A publisher may write about his favorit move€e, or his
atamp collection, or his peraonal 1life, but thet should only tske up s
portion of the issue, I think, The reader should sexpect most of the issue
to pertain to what he has paid for -~= in thils case, articles on I'iplo-
macy. Vou did state that the issue was an atypical one, and T will admit
that vou generally don't write sbout vour personel 1life, but my point is
thet you have "used" 3 i1saues of my subscription, st vour whim, to devote
to this topic., In & wav, vou have reduced my sub by three without pro-
dueing the "promised" material ... T think this 1s taking publishers!
guidelines a bit too far...((You've made valid points, snd T'm sure that
many of my readers agree with vou entirely, end mieht even use stronger
lenguage, Taken over the span‘of seversl years, ™D prints less on .
personal life than manyv zlnes, For some zines -—-=-= gsome of the hest =zines
wmw= this material is s staple, DD 13 not gﬁtsigi the nogms%n :2;3 :3;rv

ard, simpl ackege 1t differently. Rather an A mode e Y "
gtzer 1£Bue grysg, yegrs go bv With nothinr, and then its 211 bunched to=-
gether, Tts a matter of format, Toould have broken the essav down 1ngo
10-20 pleces, and then serimlized 1t over a psriod of, sav, ? yeers, An
could heve met vour "take only a portion of the issue” criterion, but 2 g
gfeat deal would have been lost in that anprosch. Qecondlw, keeE én Tsn
£het this 1s smsteur publishing. T'ltimately, whet you Are promisae

nothine more than whet the publisher feels like putting out. A Zine may
h.ave m miXture of gemes snd reading materisl, but then o for s%veral 18-
sues with nothing bevond the gemes beceuse the editor lacks the time or
jnelination to do more, Neweweek can't do something 11ike that, but T:
ematefir publishers cen, Please keep that in mind, because 1 we can \
Write sbout what we want to, then the whole operation becomes less fun,))
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BRUCE LINSEY: I greatly enjoyed your essays on parenting. You hsd one
{dea which T've also been planning to implement 1f/whenever T heve kids,
nemely, the avoidance of Bweets, Subject of course to my partners feelw
ings, too, T'd even eliminate dried fruit and ice cream from 2 babyts diet
right from dsy one, Not only do T think that 1ts probable thet a child's
tastes are acauired very early, but my sister JTudy tells me that stuffing
a kid full of calories like this in the first year cen lay the groundwork
for obesity, ¥at cells are formed very early even |f the weight gein
doesn't appear abnormal ti1ll later, (Judy has a masfers degree 1in nutri-
tiorial therapy, ,and my peraphrase of what she told me may not be L00%
accurate, but its close), ((Its best not to be too rigid, because you
don't want fights over food to dominate the relatTenship with the kid,

The problem is not the "first year™, Diet then 1= easvy to control, the
kids preferences aren't expressed is shsrp form, and driled fruit 1is beyond
their ability to est anyway, Dried fruit -«- which normally comes down to
raising --~ is a vervy commoen snsck and an extremely portable twvpe of food,
and you often need something to take the edge off 1f a meal 1s delayved,
Aside from the effect on teeth, IT'm not sure thsat there!s much moint in
drawing a line beteen grapes and reisins --- theyvtve got the same¥bunt of
sugar in them, And dried figs cen help regulde a kid's bowels, Fresh
figs are rather hard to come by. #nd sconething like dried sapple is pro=-
bably less swedt than a fresh orasnge, So aside from diluting his fruit
juice, we don't really worrry about that, And ocassional ice cream at a
party, or hamant aschen at Purim, etc 1 just no big desl, snd T don't see
any justification for csusing the kid to feel left out, The purpose here
1s not to avoid anv contamination with things that are not, after all,
poisons, The purpose is to avold the attitude that sweets aAare a normal
part of every meal, that the kid is entitled to sweets, sand thereby to
evold the obsession with sweets, especislly cooklea, that so msny kids de-

velope))

s«esAn added benefit ((to the bitcards)), one that T doht't
think vou mentioned, 1s that the person who makes up and administers the
cards is likely to lesrn a lot too. ({(Ouite true, T never hesrd of e,g,
7 trillo before all this s terted, Ttve also leasrned to be cauttious about
the names of anlmals, because they are so often generiec, 7T had 2 nice
picture of a sea lion, only to learn thst there are at lesst 6 different
kindas of sea lions., If've learned thsest artists sometimes use the ssame
title for severel different works --- e,g, Cezanne has st leest 5 versions
of "the Card Plevers", I ve leerned that the esppesarence of sculpture can
vary widely accordins . to how its photographed, and much much more})

DON'T USE MY NAMF: People used to say thst "every new generation thinks
they have discovered sex", 1In looking =2t your education section, T think
youtve hit on a new version: "Fvery new, enthusiastic parent thinks thev
have discoversd Tnfant Stimulation.” DNespite wvour freauent posing as a
radlical, usinm methods, K so exotic that people need to read DD to hear about
them, the budk of thisPTnfant Stimulation., And IS s certainly part of
the mainstream of modern parenting. Our church ran 8 course on "Your
Bab?%s Needs" for new parents, and it was pointed out,:..c, in a matter-of-
fact way, that stimulation 13 one of the bsby's needs, just as are naps,
Skin contact and all the rest, srnd vou can start this =8 early ss vou like
Stimulation 1s just another aspect or catagorv of child care, s legitimnrte
actleity, And aside from perhars something 1like flashcards, its not really
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controversial, If you look in up-to-dste books snd magarines, vou'll see
1t covered, ({(Ah, would that what you say be true, but its not, Tor ex-
ample., the Washlington Post recently ran a short interview with Dr, Louilse
tmes, of the very fzmous Gesell Institute of Human Development, <he
doesn't even like hooks about 1nfant stimulstion, saving, "the kind of
parent who reads the book is the kihd who is already doing evervthing =
parent should Be doing. Thev read the book and get the 1dea thew should
be doing = lot more," She also says, " ,,., a lot of the populsrrity of in-
fant stimulstion has petered out. T am not enthusiastie about 1t," So
much for no conkroversy, And ss for stimulation being uderstood as an
activity per se in childraising books, have a look 1llke T did, T checked
out "Better Homes and Gardens New Baby Book", "How to Tather™, "No Wault
Parenting” and even "Dr, Spocks Babv and chilld Care”™, All have indexes,
som@ cduite substantial, yet NONE had an entry under "Stimulation”™, And
where there is one, it can be fairly grim, Tn "nderstesnding your cthild
from 3irth to Three", there is a chapter of about 1% pages on "NDeprivation
» 2ftimulation and Overstimulation®™, Altho there are some general remarks
on the value of stimulstion, the chapter closes with a stern warning on the
dangers of overstimulation, In fact, my general impression has been thst
there 18 a2z much or more written about the s2llepged dangers of overstimulsa-
ticn As on the bhenefits of stimulation, T don't know why this 1s, TIf

a baby is getting too much vi=sual stimulation, she!ll ju=t turn her head,
pull away from physicsl contact, etc., An alert parent can tell if a baby
is trving to disengage, 1If Joshus dnesn't want to see his biteards, he

doesn't look at them. Even the more substantive discussions can be quite
timid, Take this cuote from "The Parents' Encveclopeedia"” :"As soon as the
child is able to understand, begginning about 2, you can begin pointine out
to him shapes and proportions, letters and colors, rhytims and sounds,'

I cannot understand why the writer would suggest age 2 as sn soppropnriste
time to start, Kids are interested in shapes, etc long before their firat
birthday, Joshua at age I months was entranced by my slowly rotsating
shapes like pentagons in front of his eyves,)) TFlashcards are a bit dif-
ferent, and in our course, the 1lady mentioned that 1t was better to have
your kild experience the world directly rather than indirectly thru flashe «:
cards ((The school bulltin where Joshua goes made a similar remark sbout
"second hand knowledge"™, Sure, T could ¥ake Toshua down to the corner and
we can wait for an Edsel to crulse by, or maybe an aircraft carrier, asnd
get 1t all first hand., The other day we left s resteraunt, and Joshus was
able to correctly identify the floodvear blimp on a2 very large biliboesrd —--
and T'm Sure 1f he ever sees the real thing, he'll recognize it too)) St111
I'd consider flashcards as perhaps an extreme form of TS, but not a step
beyond 1t as you see it, Tsn't that how it was presented at your course
({(No. TIAHP presented the bitcards as their own crestion, &nd did not sttem-
pt to legitimize ("contextuaslize™?) them as part of the IS methodology, T
recently looked at a book called "How to Wave s “marter Paby™, subtitled,
"The Revolutionary Infent Stimulation Program ¥xplsined in Tull" (by
Ludington-Hoe), It was chock full of gagets, snd methods snd tows, etc,
nany duite imaginative, There was NO MENTION of using flashcards to show
plctures of things, The only place theyv mentioned them was for teaching
letters and numersls --- a rather unnecesary use because such things =are
done in zillions of books., Moreover, the method thev sugrested -- fanfold
computer peper -- is so clumsy that T wonder &f the authors, tpped 1t.))
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JOAN FXTROM: ,..Rreastfeeding -- it certeinly can be confining to have =a
child physically dependent on you for such a beslc need as food ,,. Mothers
have to become proficient at balanecins a nursine babv on one arm and hand-
ling & fork with the other, tryving not to spill tooc much food on the kid in
the process, Semantha ({who tunred I} in Teb)) nursed until she was 16
months old, tho by the end she was nursing only in the mornines and evenine,
.sWeaning was easy -- one night she had the choice between me snd a_bottle
of juice and she chose juice, That was 1t, ((Joshua's weaning at 11% wes
even more gradnual, as he was down to about % fesding per day, FEzra, on the
other hand, is over e year and hes ° ohly started the proceas))

Loved the story about Joshus and the library book, <aman-
tha does the same thing. We've often eavesdropped on her, playing in her
bedroom and reciting, with the proper iInflection, the entire text of one of
her books without even lookinz at the book, She "r~ad" me the hook T
Lorax by Dr., Seuss ,.,. ((which 13 auite 2 long book, tho the rhyme ot the
book helpa. The point here 1s not that Joan and T have extraordinsry kids,
but that we dont't, When the parent teaches, the dild can learn smazingly
well)).

ceceP.9 "This was a very labor-intensive form of child
care,”" That was a problem I had when Samantha was little, RBeing home alone
with a baby all day involves so many routine, exhansting details of physic-
cal care that when T finally got a chance to sit down and rest, the last
thing I felt like doing was proviéing stimulation for my child, I wanted
to sit . and read the paper or jest vegetate,...({(When we took the course at
JAHP, I was a bit put off by the large amounts of rah-rah put into the
course: T felt the time could be better spent in giving us more information,
Now that I'm a parent, tho, T understand that the "motivational material"is
going to be needed, This 1s particularly true for making bitcerds, since
that entails keeping at it even after the kid 1s asleep))

: I appreciate the rfact that you switched back and forth
between "he" and "she" when talking about sn unlidentified child, T'm very
much in favor of non-sexist language and examples of it mwre hard to find,
((True, Fven IAHP's book, "How to Multiply Your Baby's Tntellemence" says
lamely, "To solve the msaddening problems of referring to all human beings
as "grown up male persons" or "tiny female persons" we have decided to re-
fer most often to all parents as mothers sbd to all children as boys,

Seems falr," No, it doean't, In the great ms joritv of cases, the context
18 so clear that there's no doubt 28 to whéther you spealt of the child or
the adult, In other cases, an extra word is a8ll thet is regiired, or two
(e.g. "his" becomes "his or her"; "he™ becomes "the baby" or“s/he“}. Tta

not necessary that all be combined as "his or her'", or that there be exactly
equal number of each, but just plenty of each,))

Page 16=-dot cards to téach numbers, Xen and T pley back-
gammon a lot, Samantha has learned to f{dentify numbers from the dice and 1=a
learning to add the dots on the dice together, We're not teaching her, its
Just a natural extension from playing cames with dice, ({A pood 1dea, but
your child mav be learning dice, not numbers, =2ix on the die is very dif-
ferent from six on the dotcsrd, because the former h=as 2 pattern, Samantha

may be learning not sixness per se, but the-pettern-used-for-six))

’ rPage 17 playpens and wai kers, We've never had elther,

but ... there are times when 1t would be nice to have a safe place to confige
your kid, Ever tried to walk around the kitchen with a2 bsbv crawling aroun
your feet or hanging onto your legs {(Many times)), The baby could easily be
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stepped on or spilled on or could trip you, T've spent many an evening
cooking dinner while carrving Semantha in a backpack. It wasn't comfort-
able, but {1t was the only solutlion T could come up with. ((I'd sgree;

a8 you are viewing the playpen as a temporary, necessarv evil, and not
something thats done for the benefit of the child, Many times T have cut
the lawn with someone in the backpack, another tvpe of compromise))

I havent't seen anythin~ postive written sbout walkers, but
babiles do get to 2 point before crawling when the despirately want to be
mobile, but are physlcally unable to transport themselves, 2 walker may
not help them walk eny sooner({{indeed, 1t mav delawv 1t)) , but 1t sallows
them to get somewhere under their own power and T wonder if 1t might have
8 positive effect on theilr self esteem, ({Mavybe, but theilr ijob is to -
learn, and the leg movements to opersate s wAlker are ones a brby 13 born
with, so she learns nothing. Joshus was desplraste to learn how to crawl,
but déspite all our help, he just couldn't get the hang of transfering
his weight to the forward arm so he could move the back arm, But his de-
sire to move was so great that he kept trying snd trving until he fi gured
1t out, If we had switched him to a walker he would just have been
marking time, learning nothiyg about transferinz weight, a sk1ll needsd
for both crawling and walking.))

I disagree with your comments abou* childrent's literstupre
on page 21, Sure flashcards have facts sssociated with them. Thats pro-
bably important to you as a sclentist, Tub T think books and stories deal
with people and relationships, interactions and problem solving in a2 way
that flashcards canft, 7T could easily see how books and flashcards could
be good supplements for esch other, ({(Agreeds each ean do what the other
can't, In Ezra®s case, the distinction 18 academic, While he adores his
bitcards, its impossible to get him to look 2t » book while T read it to
him, Joshua was the same wav; it wasn't t111l 15 months that he would con-
sent to having a book read to him, Previously, he would either not be 1in-
terested, or would want to attack the book physically))

) If you don't like what you see in children's literature,
Wwhy not consider writing some books yourself, I'm considering doing that,
For example, T wear hearing aids, They're s normal part of my life and
Samantha knows it, I have yet to find a children's book that even mentions
hearing alds at all, tho many people use them ,.. books deal with deafness
and sign language, not hearing aids,((Any kind of handicap, whether 1ts

2 k14 In a wheelchsair or a bedridden uncle or a disfiguring scar or whsot-
ever occurs far less in kids books than in resl 1life, Moreover, i1f such
a thing dDesa occurs, 1ts more 1likely to be the focus of the book, rather
than something thats remarked upon, but is not of overriding importance,
In fairness, I should note that some o the problems with older books,
such a8 the fact that boys are depicted as more active and curious than
girls, seem to be dlsappesaring))

((And T think "facts" should be of concern not just to
“sclentists% Tts my improssion (no facts to back it up) thest kids see
muech less in the way of real animsls than thev used to, Part is the in-
%ga?%h?g proportion oﬁ'kids who 1live in an urban setting, But fo much of
wha ey are_TeXposed" to_1is_ T derance of t*>a
fnatasy antmals, é,g. Big B&rd;vﬁmaggsthgtgfeaftgrgpggrersgorygook tﬁ"%s
has a real animal, as oppoSed to one which wears clothes sand generally 1s
& hybrid of mmimal and human charictaristicas, T once overheard a woman

at work, saying she had taken her girl to the zoo as part of her hth
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birthday, and the kid was delighted, but "maybe its the novelty; she's
only been once before," Mind you, D,C, has a superlative 7oco, easily
sccesable and no admission charge --- but T11l1l bet her attitude 1= not
that atypical, Ritcards are of course no substitute for the zoo, but
they are an excellent compliment))

seefiS For the -rgument sboul 2 snd L} year olds not bveing
able to handle long days ,.. when Samanths 1is in dsy care a couple of af -
ternnoons a Week she gets overstimulated and needs more rest ... getting
tired in day care really wears her out, 7 wonder how she'll handle pres .
school for 3 hours & day, || days & week, I expect her to need regulsar
naps, ({(Good, Joshus is much more likely to teke a nap on a school=day
than a noneschool day, Coming home tired tells me he's had an active,
engaging daX -== &8nd thests what T send him there for, not for passive ac-
tivities, nd the nap per se is a plus --=it means he'll be on better he-
haivior for the few hours T get to see him after work, snd 1% frees™ up
Monats time, for Tzra or herself))

Ken's ideas about fathering are similar to yours ((she
gives many meny examples of what he does)) Wave you ever notieced fathers
referring to how they "babvsit" their kids? Its &s if i1ts somethirg outb
of the ordinary ((and custedisl, rather than childraisine)) Have vou ever
heard of a mother "babvsitting'" her own kids? Wo, because its sssumed that
chlldcare is the mother's responsibility, I'm totelly in ngreement with
Mone that motherhcod is an extremely hard job., Tts s fulltime job in it-
self, but besides, = mother 18 usually expected to tske full responsbility
for the house .., plus have the time and energwv left over for s relstion-
ship with her husband, That leaves 1little, if anytime left over for her
emotional and intellectusl needs, T find 1f my own needs are neglected
for any length of time {(we're talking =about 2 few darys) things fall apart
in other areas, So, T'm 1in a book discussion group, on committees at
church, taking a writing class, and so on. I'm a much better mother when
I can get away from my kid regulsrly, #8 deal with other adults...

Samantha slept with us until she was about twe, “he still
Joins us several hights a week, “he considers our bed hers, tho she hss
her own room, bed, etc, ((In))se.The Tamily Red ,.. the anthor nzaively
suggests that there just doessn't seem to be anv problems =sssccinted with a
family bed ,,. for at lea-t two yrara Samantha wouldn't go to sleep unless
someone lay down wWith her. ™hat was often a 1-2 hour process, Fver in a
gqueen size bed a wiggly kid can make sleep difficult or uncomforteble for
parents({ T suspect using the parentt's hed routinely at nicht easily be-
comes s habit very difficutl to break when the parepnts have hsad enough,

We have nsed it sparingly on nirhts when Tzra doesn t seem to be sble to
get back to sleep sfter a middle of the night feedinrm.))

BB G BB B G

Therets more to Joans letter, but thats all the room, slas, T am of course
intersted in any reaction to this issue, but T dontt plan to print any
more. Next issue we go back to the regulzsr format, end 7111 give my COA

at that time, We will be moving in early July, snd while T can get out =
May issue, a June issue is doubtful at this time, wNext 1szsue should have
Some discussion of hob! events, including the revival of ~ostacusna and
Greatest Hita, the demise of Furcpa FXpress {2obi), the fine new issue of
DW, & Funestone Balloet, =2nd more,
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Merk T Befeh
492 Yaylor Place
Alexandria, VA 22304

If you are Pete Birks, this
1ssue constitutes an offer
to resume trading,

Larry Péery
Box Bly16 m o

San Diego CA92102
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