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It probably does't say August on your calendar anymore but never mind, this is your
August issue, #2 deals exclusively with Italy -~~ even down to the fillers. There are
Sowe experiments {n this 1ssue, teo, We start out with two articles on openings, one con-
ventional (the Western Lepanto) and one decidedly unconventional (the Key Opening).

Articles on openings are usually all theory and no practice. Oh, the author will occasione
ally refer you by Boardman number and zine to a game with the opening, but for the average
player the odds are against him getting that tine, Further, the game may only be in its
infancy, so that the reader must wait many months to see how, for example, the opaming
prepares the country for mid-game. This is particularly a problem with little used openings

such as the Key, since the reader will probably not be able to locata such a game by Flipping
through his back copiese

Accordingly, I've written an article describing two games with the Key opening, so the
reader can see two cases of how it actually worked out. One has a stellar cast of British
players; the other, really a variant on the Key, had Jeff Key playing Italy. -

Next, there's a look at an Itale-Turkish alliance, viewed from the perspective of the
“victory" statements (the game drew 17-17) and the QM. This type of article, to my knowledge,
is never reprinted, presumably on the theory that it would be of interest only to these who
have follewed the game, It is also an experiment in the sense that it was "reduced® in 1ts
original publication; I hope it xsroxes wvell. Rounding out the issue is Ver Plmg’s point-

blank ®"why I hate Italy* and Steve MolLendon's lighthearted look at the rise and fall of
an Italian empire.

Next issue will be & potpourri issue, like #1, and will likely contain ne articles
written by me. If you like the sine, please let others know. Copies of #l are still avail-
able for a SASE, I am very interested in reader reaction to the zine, aespecially to the.
experiments in #2, If you wish to present commentary or rebuttal to any articles (such as I
have done in #1 and #2) please feel free to do so. This can be seriecus or humorous, and if
it is of substantial length, I will pay in sub extensions. If it is to an article which I -
have not printed, it would be best to include a photocopy ef the article,

I'¢ like to welcome aboard subacribers Clyde Hayman, Dennis Klein, John McElvaney,
David Mueth, Robert Stimmel, Walt Buchanan, John Sokol, Robaert Correll, Mike Recamora, Bruce
Degi, Lawrence Savino, Michael Gray, Phillip Jurgens, Francls McIlvaine, John Leeder,Charles
Hansen, Andrew Tomcufcik, Fred ¢ Davis, Randolf sSmyth, Brenton Ver Ploeg, Elliot Bold, Eric

Kirchner, Carlton Hommel, Steve McLendon, Doug Beyerlein, Bob Gable, Charles Hallmark, and
Greg Gnl.l.aghor:

I'd alsc like to thank the editors of Ihe Mixumaxu Gazette, Bushwacker, Dragon and the
Lamb, Dippy, Fal $i Fie, Rebus Sic Stanibus, Valinor, Beaucouillom, Runestone, Electra Glide

Blue, Libertarian, piplemacy World, Podunk News, Speculum, Pacific Diplodeur-Origins wWest,
Gettsnews (in Prench!) and Ihe Watergate fer their kind. words @n my behalf,
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We'll start out with two articles on openings. In this and all other reprin
see in DIFLOMACY DIGEST, material that I have added will appear in double parenthes
first one comes from The Arena, and was written by its editor, Edi Birsane.

The Western Lepanto

The Lepanto opening, in which Italy uses a convoy of an army into Tunis on the Fall
1901 in order to prepare for an invasion of Turkey is well known by now, In fact, I think
it is one of the most widely reprinted and read articles in Diplomacy History!

Thera is ((sic)) now a few people experimenting with the Western version of this
opening In which Italy uses the convoy te zain a jump on the French. The set up goes
something like this:

Diplomatically: Austria must be a strong ally willing to go east with east against
the odd man whiliie Italy geoes off on his own against France with the help of Zngland and/or
Germany. England should be willing to play to the channel in the spring and ldeally Germany
should be willing to deny France Belgium and come in on him two-three armies in the 1902
period., You can never count on Germany gaining Burgundy in 1901 but if possible and the
German is willing to settle for two bullds it is an ideal spot

Tactlcally: The Itallans open with: Spring 1901 A Rome to Tuscanny, A Venice to Pled=
mont, F Naples to Tyn Sea, This allows Italy to threaten Marseilles, and perform the vital
convoy to Tunils in the fall with army Tuscanny or toss out an adventuresome and suleidal
Austrian Fleet in Venice ((Maybe! If Austria has gotten wind of your opening he may go F Tri
=Ven and back it up with A Vie=Tri, If he takes this all-or-nothing approach, then Ven
cannot be retaken in the fall, unless you can get help from Ger A Tyo)).

In the fall the Italians make the convey to Tunis and then have to decide what to do
with A Pledmont, With the alpine army they can attack Marseilles, hold or let the Frenchman
go wild L{f you are able to pull off a support of his army Spain against Marseilles. This
last move, the supporting of a French Army from Spain to Marsellles is used only when you
suspect that the French will try for a self standoff ((using either A Gas or A Bur. Of couse,
if you can arrainge a Sp Ol clash im Bur, France won't have this option)) in order to get
room in Marsellles to bufld a fleet and to deny Italy the taking of the important towne

In the winter the Italians build Fleet Naples and prepare to play F Tyn = Lyo, F Nap =~
Tyt in the Spring of 1902, This is the whole point of the opening for it allows the Italians
to get into the Gulf of Lyon ((provided of course that France has not raised F Mars, This is
why it i3 3o important for Italy to elther take Mar or make sure it isn't open for a wintar
build. Similarly, if France has gome F Mid = Spa(s¢c) you could also be blocked out of Lyo))
in the Spring of 1902 thus allowing for a supported attack against Marseilles or an attack
on Spein via convoy in the Fall of 1902, Alone such an opening is weak, but im combination
with an English and German attack it is capable of keeping the Italians abreagt of the ex-

plosive potential of England or Germany wheh they hit France that is also under attack
from the south,

HHEH R : R I b B
THE ITALIAN FILLERS

i. "An early attack by ltaly on Austria only cuts Italy's own throat™, So sald Ed{
Birsan in En Passant #16, 1971, Of course, this doesn't apply to Edi. In 1976 BG, the
Hossier Archives demo game, Edi took Trieste, Vienna and Tunis in Fall 01, wWith three
duilds, no one else cut Edi's throat either, and he went on to win in 1509,

2o Bellave it or not, that was not the worst knlfing ever performed on Austria by
Italy in 1901, That honor goes to William Ameling, in 1976DX(Graustark)., In Fall Ol
he held Trieste, supported Russian Army Galacia to Vienna AND stood Austria out of Greece,
The hapless Austrian player (who did not NMR) thus had one center at winter 01, possibly
the first time this has ever been done to a non-NMRing Austria,
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Key opening for Italy is probably Italy's most ambitious and potentially
opening. Unlike most others, i& tends to put Italy in the driver's seat,.

an a position of reacting to the actions of others, This next article is by
y and first appeared in The Voice, Vol 5, #2, As I do not have that issue, I am
the version which appeared in Arena #35 (9=18-73)

The Key Openinz for Italy

At - the time of its conception, the tactic received the name "The difChiave Opening"

n honor of our Italian alter-ego, Ghiandaia Conigliera, Lle Conte di Chiave. It has also
peen called the "Lampiguerra Opening" and from Ed{ Rirsan "The Key Opening". We continus

to favor the original name ((In fact it {s now nearly always referred to as the Key Opening)).

This strategy is not suggested for the inexperienced Diplomacy players, The first and
most necessary element is a strong and constant effort at diplomacy...and, this effort must
bear fruit., The initial effort is eastward at either Austria~Hungary or Turkey, but which=
ever targat you have chosen, the Spring 1901 moves are the same and the most critical in
the entire first half of the game,

First, Austria-Hungary must be convinced to go to war against Turkey. And he must be
either trusting or gullible, for it is he who must take the greatest risks., But, surprisingly,
we have had little difficulty in convincing the Austrian to go along time after time ((Alas,

. I myself have had no such luck, I have broached this opening to Austria im all three of
my postal games as Italy.,- In two cases, the Austrian never responded and MMRed in Sp Ol.
In the third;—ire agreed -~ only to block my spring 0l moves)). Austria's first moves should
be the traditional A Vienna to Budapest, A Budapest to Serbia and 7 Trieste to Albania.

Every effort should be made to aim Turkey at Russia and or Austria, The important- thing
Is that the Turkish fleet be retained within the Balck Jjea Basin if Turkey is not Italy®s
long range ally.

ITaly's initlal decision concerning an ally is between Austria and Turkey. In either
case, the opening is the same: Arome to Venice, A Venice to Trieste, and F Naples to lonian.
This is, to all outward appearences, an immediate invasion of Austria, Diplomatically, a
strong non~agression pact with France is a necessity. Hopefully ((cringel)) Ingland, France
and Germany have been talked into a conflict in which the two less experienced players have
been talked-into—attacking the strongest of the three. This is so they will become embroiled
and neutralized for as long as possible.

Fall 1901 is the moment of truth for Italy., If he has chosen to ally with Austria
against Turkey, then they should move as followss Italy A Ven = Apu, A Tri = Ser, F Jon -~
Aeg or Easj Austria A Ser = Gre A Bud § It A Tri = Ser, F Alb « Jon, Turkey is hopefully
((sigh)) maneuvering against Russia, Rumania or Serbia ((but not Greece)) through having
heen so convinced by Austria and Italy. Austria and Italy each get one quiet build and few
» except for Turkey take notice of events in the Medit ((Actually, its hard to imagime such
strange goings-on as It F Aeg or Eas and Aus F Ion not being noticed)), However, Italy is
now set for a Spring 02 convoy to Smyrna or Syria and the allies have armies in Greeca,
Serbla, Budapest and Vienna ready for 1902's offensiva,

If, however, Italy has chosen the more flamboyant alliance with Turkey, they should
move as follows: Italy:A Ven=-Tri, A Tri=Vie, and F Ion=-Gre; Turkeyz A Bul either suppert
Ital F Ion=Gre or move to Serbia with ACon following to Bul; and Austria still thinking
that the anti Turkish option is being used moves as above., The end results are four butlds
for the allies (either 3 for Italy and 1 for Turkey or 2 each and one removal for Austria.
((Actually, this is somewhat garbled. Neither of the two Turkish options will produce 2
builds for Turkey in 190l. A Bul-Ser will be blocked when Aus A Ser is stood out of Greece
by Ital F Ions It won't help for Italy to support Tur A Bul-Gre because that support will
be cut by Aus F Albeloms Turkey can get 2 builds if Italy does either F Iom H (postponing
the taking of Tun but avoiding the muisance of Aus F Ion) or does F Ion=Tum, which actually
provides five bullds for the allies. As for the I-3, T-l1 option, it may not be so easy to
persuade Turkey of the wisdom of that (Russian military pressure will help), Turkey wili be
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creating a monster that he cannot contrel. Bud and Tun will fall in 1902, while

get Ser only with help (all this assuming that Austria disbands his fleet)., This
Italy 8, Turkey 5. If Turkey has attacked Russia this may net him a center in 1902,
then Italy will probably have any ally against Turkey))} 1902 will see the complete di
tion of the Dual Monarchy.

Note that in either option, Tunis remains unoeccupied in 1901 yet is easily occupied
by Italy for an additional build in 1902,

Using this second opening at DipCon in Chicagoe 1972 Itzly gained three units in 1901
and again in 1902 and went to a win after first securing a firm alllance with Turkey (throug
diplomacy and old fashion military pressure) and then breaking up an anti-Italian alllance
formed by France, England, Germany and Russia, Flamboyant openings tend to cause such
alliiances, so be forewarned!

It is never wise to divulge all of cne's strategies or ideas in matters such as these
((becuase a future intended victim may have read the article)). Therefore, we shall not
do so now and shall bring thls article to a close by providing a glimpse into the middle
game, Remember, at the moment that Austria or Turkey collapses, as this strategy is applied,
is the best moment for Italy to attack its ally (or vice versal), For this reason, Italy
should always bear in mind the genuine possibility of turning to iussia as an ally at this
point while Austria or Turkey should be dealing actively with Russia or Franca,

So, there it is -- a framework for lightning warfare, Italian style! If you feel you
have experience (or moxie, now that we have published this) to give it a try, be our guests.
All we ask is that you let us know how you did «- and why. New ideas are always welcome
at the Warrenhof,

A, Look at two MKey Opening" Games

by Mark L Berch

I am going to pick up on that final suggestion, in a slifghtly different form, and
report on two games in which Key (or Key-like) openings were employed.

The first of these is 1974 DX, also referred to as BDC 77, and "The Committee Game',
It was labeled at {its start as a '*semi-demo' game, In fact, it had one of the most illuse
trious collections of players ever sssembled for a British geame, Italy was played by
Richard Walkerdine, publisher of Mad Policy, Austria by Mick Bullock, publisher of 1901
and all that.s.e.se It should be noted that these two were firmly allled as Zngland and
Germany respectively in 1973 DR in the same zine. Also playing were Richard Sharp,
editor of Dolchstoss (the game had a guegt M) as Russia; Les Pimley, editor of The Black
Spot as France; Tony Ball, the National Games Commision Treasidrer, was Turkey. Rounding out
the field were Richard Scott-as England, and Nicky Palmer as Germany, both well known players,
The game began in Dolchstoss #23, 8Sept 1974,

Fall 0l found the Key opening in full swing, with Italy in Apulia, Serbia and the Aegean;
and Austria in Greece, the Jonian and (varying things a bit) in Rumania (taken unopposed!).
The only curiosity in the area was German A Gal. In the north, all manner of Odd Things
had happened, including a French F in the N.A.0,, a8 Russian army in Nwy, a sucessful British
convoy to Belglium, with a standoff In Demmark, and two impossible moves, The zine with the
Fall 0l moves also included a commentary by Russia, who explicitly labeled the Balkan site
uation as the Key opening (the spring commentary by Colin Patch had made no mention of an
Italian "3Tab"0, Russia also did a bit of bragging about how he took Wy, which supposedly
included both Russia and Germany sending forged letters to Italy, But I digress. Russia
also landed up with an army in Ukr and P Sev, with Turkey having A Bul, A Arm and F Con.

The Turks had in fact supported Aus A Bud <Rum so lt is possible he was fooled by the Ital=-
ian spring 01 moves, or perhaps was trying to wean Austria's affections away.
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nter OI, armles appeared in Bud, Vie, War, Mos, with fleets in Ank amd Néples. .
rth, it was only fleets: Berlin, Brest and London,.

Spring 02, Turkey bowed to the inevitable, supporting F Con to Smy and A Bul to Con
er move opposed). Russia continued to aid Turkey by not entering the Black but rather
ting himself (unsucessfully) into Rum, 1Italy moved into Bul from Servia with plentyy
pport, and moved his new fleet out to take Tum in the fall. Austria cut the German
poT T Tor the Russlanm move to Rumr by-A-View Gxl; wirtlst-taking the-Pas-Meds In-the-

rth, England moved decisively on Germany as France entered Liverpool but stayed out of the
nnel, and Russia took Denmark. o

/ In Fall 02, things bogged down in the southeast. Turkey defended Smy sucessfully,

" pulled his army to Syr where it could be more useful and in the winter scuttled F Ank,

which never should have built in the first place., Italy declined the convoy, taking Tun
with his fleet while moving A Apu to Ven, and built a third fleet in Naples. This time the
attack on Rum came from Ger A Gal, so it suceeded, since the Russian -supports could not be
cute Russia befriended the German in the north, too,supporting him inte the North Sea.
Russia by this point held all of Scandinavia, a remarkable achievement for 1902 and the high
point of his game. He bullt A mos. BEngland swept Hol and Kiel, but lost Bel (and, of
course Lvl) to France. France built two fleets and an army and at this point had no
effective opposition.

The game was then delayed for several months as a squabble developed over the German
removal, F Nth, The issues raised in this dispute will be covered in a later issue of
DIPLOMACY DIGEST.

Spring 03 saw the I-A alliance roll on, as Italy supported himself A Bul - Com, with
the Aus F cutting the Smy support, Tur retreating to Ank, Opting against an immediate
opening of a second front, Italy contented himseif with F Nap-Tyn, but F Tun B and A Ven=-Tyo.
Austria moved into Bul and again. clashed with Russia over Gal. Germany stabbed his Russiam
ally, supporting England into Demmark. Russia finally entered the Black Sea.

Fall 03 saw Russia lose two more S.C.'s to the E-G alliance and Sev to the Germans,
all in the game's first NMR. Italy took Mun(l!) and supported A Conm=Smy (thus not taking
Con in 1903 but wiping out the last Turkish fleet) Austria retook Rum with A Bul so that
Italy gained Smy and Mun, Meanwhile, the F-I war broke out at last, with Italy entering
the Wes and France convoying to NAf. France eschewed Edi but went for the Norwegian Sea,
and prepared to bring F Bel south by moving it into the E.C, Austria finally took Gal,
Thus 1903 was a year of major changes for the I-A alliance. The sucess of the E-G alliance
in the north, plus German moves in the south, plus the Russian NMR had removed Russia as
an effective counterforce to Austria, Turkey was down to Ank and Con. Italy had gome to
war with France (building F Nap and F Rom for this purpose, giving a winter 03 Italy with
3 fleets, a most unusual situation).

Beginning in 1904, it is really no longer the story of the Key opening anymore, but
of an I-A alliance,. Fall 04 saw Con and Spa taken by the Italians, who lost Mum and turned
over But to the Austrians, Austria made no progress against the ocutnumbered German-Russian
alliance in the south, and Italy became stalled in the Western Mediter, area, By fall 05,
Turkey was out, and Russia down to one, with England(StP), Austria (Sev, from the Germans,
actually) and Italy(War -- remember A Apu in Pall 01?2 Well, it took War by way of Ven, Tyo,
Mun, Ber, Pru and Liv) all moving on Russian centers.

Alas, this is all I have of the game. When the game is reperted in Everything (or
1€ I can get alvld of some later issues of Dolchstoss) I'1l let you know how it all turned out.
The other game I want to present is 1972 DE, which featured Jeff Key himself playing
Italy, in a game which was running at the time that the above article appeared in Arena,
The other players weres Austria, Childers; England, Tansley (replaced inWinter Ol by Johm
Leeder); France, Hendry; Germany, Just; Russia, Klein and Turkey, Brackman.
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The game began in Costaguana Vol 6, #5, In Spring 1901, Austria and Italy b
attack with Italy attempting some camamflage with anti-Austrian Press, Turkey and
both moved on Russia, as armies entered Pru, Sil and Arm and fleets clashed in the
Sea, This anti=Russian stance by Turkey may have persuaded Italy to stick with Austri

In the fall, tha allies decided to vary things a bit, as the Austrian took both
Serbia and Greece; Italy, Bud. This is thus the Key opening, but with armies In Ser and
Bud reversed, Italy also entered the Eas Med and Apulia, Russia chose to use A Ukr to
defend War, so that the German attack falled, As a result, there was no support for
F Sev-Rum, which was stood off by A Bul, as Turkey took the 3lack sea, Turkey had been
sucessfully targeted away from his real enemies,.

In the North, things were totally confused. Russia didn't bother with Sweden but
sailed directly into the Baltic¢, so that Germany stumbled into Sweden, France took Murr.
MNeutral moves were again used for England, who just took Nwy, Thus Belgium, Holland,
Denmark, Tunis and Rumania were all open, With France declining one of his builds,
Winter 01 found only 28 pieces on the board, a rather bizarre situation, considering that
there wera no NBR's. In the South, fleets appeared in MNap and Smy and an army in, of
all places, Triestal

In Spring 02, Austria entered the Aezean {(again reversing the situation from 1974 DX,
where it was Aus P Eas and Ital F Aeg) and supported his A Gre into Bul and,obscurely,
moved 4 Tri-Tyo, Italy moved A Apu-Ven, put his new fleet ir the Tyr and managed to pick
up Russian support for A Bud=Rum, which move was foiled by Turkey,

Fall 02 found Austria convoying ABul-Syr, with A Ser moving in to Bul and Turkey taking
a purely defensive stance, Because of such shenanigans, Italy had no support for A Bud«~Rum,
which was folled this time by the Russlans, as the R-T alliance formed at last., This
dearth of armies in the Balkans was due not only to the convoy to Syr but alsotwo wasted
armies moving Aus A Tyo=2oh and Ital A Ven~Tyo, with no apparent purpose, Meanwhile, Russia
finally gained an English ally and took Kiel for his vary first build, Winter 02 saw (in
the south) the building of A Vie, ¥ Nap and the disbanding of A Arm.

Spring 03 saw the fall of Smy to the Austrians, who also moved into Galacia, en
unopposed move supported by pointless A Tyo. But Turkey punched back, supporting himself
A Con=Bul (thus providing a vacant Con for the dislodged F Smy to retreat to), Italy did
absolutely nothing useful. Fleets moved aimlessly to Apu and Tyr, the Army Bud, still
lacking support, failed to take Rum. A Tyo supported A Boh, which no one was interested’
in dislodging anyway,. If one of the Jtalian fleets had gone to the Ionian, the loss of Bul
would not have been so serious, as this fleet could have covered Greece, As it was, the
dislodged Aus A had to retreat to Greece, leaving Ser open, Thus in the fall, when support
would finally be available for A Bud=Rum, A Bud was needed to cover Serbila,

Fall 03 saw the fall of Con, as Turkey opted to use the fleet to support Rus F Seve'
Rum, and Italy picked up Smy and Russia took Rum, But the need to cover Ser meant that
Italy took Serbia, so that Aus had to withdraw A Gal-Bud amd A Boh=Tyo, as Italy pulled
back A Tyo-Pie (Got all that?? There may be a quiz later),

Thus winter 03 found Italy with Armies in Pie, and Ser, Fleets in Ion, Tyn and Smy and
one build coming. Austria had armies in Tyo, Bud, Gre and Con, with F Aeg and no bullds,
This provides a much weaker postion for the allies than in 1974 DX, The I-A alllance had
put virtually no pressure on Russia, who had grown to 6 centers and had finally thrown off
the German pests., In the west, France was strong (7) and totally unengaged, A=l was boxedin,

Winter 03 saw armies appear in Ven and Sev (and Edi. England at this point had 5
armies to only 2 fleets, Strange!)., 1904 saw Turkey down to just Ankara, but little else
done, The big break was the English sTab of Russia, In 1905, A-I moved west setting up
a stalemate line cornering on Tunis and Tvrr, while England moved into Northern Russia,

In 1906 Russia joined the Austrian=Italian alliance to stalemate the game as a RIAEF draw,
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This overview of Italy comes from Hoosler Archives #20 (5 June 1971) and
by one of the most sucessful and highly rated Diplemacy players of all time,

WHY I HATE ITALY
by Erenton Ver Ploeg

Italy is doubtless the worst country to play in Diplomacy and there are severa
reasen for that, Italy has nowhere to g0+ Defensively, she is wide open to attack
from one side when she leans far out to attack in arother, and that's inherent in
Italy's position, Other powers can gain centers in one front, and THEN move to a rajo
attack while sti1l leaving some Pleces to guard against and therefore hopefully dis-
couragze a sTab, Pity poor Italy, however, because in order to GET those extra pieces,
she has to lean in the first place,

Offensively, it's just as ted, Assume she roves against Austria, which is about
the only way to make headway early in the geme, After Austria collapses, only expert
Diplomacy will save Italy from a Russo=Turkish alliance, and often even that is not
enough, Players of equal ability in Turkey will almost always take the Russian alliance,
Russia is the best hope, but is not really a hope at all if she is pushed in the center
or north, as is often the case, All too often, Russia is ORE than willing to withdraw
troops from the south to use against Germany or England, That obviously limits the
diplomatic offensive capability,

For this reason, players with experience for Italy often bide their tire, The
better players often go so far as to SUPPORT Austria, if Austria is under attack,

Eut, that's no game %o play., If a player sits tack and waiis to see what develops too
long, he will generally find that it's a big attack--against HIY,

So, that's a tactical and a diplomatic reason, There remains one more tactical
reason, which is always a factor if the previous two points go by the boaxrd, and we find
Italy as a rajor moving power, say with eight or nine pieces--she has less ability to
ring new units to the front than any other power by a very consideratle rargin, This
may well be what constitutes the blggest Italian weakness, Often good players will set
up the alliance structure with such skill that they pass the first hurdle and make ITtaly
into a fighting power, But the sa2d part about Italy as a contending power is that she
has. to contend and that usually is the end of her, An army, in order to get out of
Italy, has to pass a tortuous route, If there are two bullds, and Italy needs armies,
where are they to go? Venice is one but western armies get. blocked, But if there is a
second tuild, it's at ROME, I don't even have to mention that disadvantage, It takes
a year and a half cf play to even get an army out of Italy from Rone! OFf course, you czn
hold tack fleets to convoy, btut is that better? It will always tale two, mayte three
fleets, conirasted with the single fleet in the North Sea for England, and even when
the armies are landed, they do not have a great deal of mobility, England, to zo tack
to the example, can throw armies over a vast territory through only the Norih Sea,

Enough? Italy, which is sometimes fun to play, is nevertheless the worst country
on the tocrd, She is surrounded by enemies and has few advantages, Cood play for
Italy protably involves a very good "special palr" (Calhamer's wording) with Austria,
and a move against France in conjunction with toth Gexrany and England=-PROVIDED that
you know that you can trust one of them to attack the other after France has falien,

It seems clear, to me at least, that a given player will have to work much harder for
Success in Italy than anyvhere else,

3. Italy in fact rarely goes for Greece in 1901, It ls even rarer for Italy to
Attempt a convoy, because the attack on Greece is usually just to deny Austria the
build, which means that the armies should be busy elsevhere. But in 1977FL, not only was
there a convoy, but it was supportsd by TWO countries, 2s both Austria and Turkey vied
for appreval from the Italian(Clyde Hayman, one of our subbers, in Dragon and the Lamb).

&, Of course, not all Italys (Italies? Italees?) fam so well{ In the same zine,
the Italian player in 1977CQ, despita stremuots efforts, was unable to move a single place
during all eof 1901 and 1902,

3. Anether slow Italy was 1972 DP (sfab), who did not take Tunis until Fall 1904!

6, Lastly, consider the Italian Player in 19758 (Liaisons Dangerruses) who had 4
centers at the end of 1901, Pretty average, you say? That player was dead last, All
othar players had 3,



st item was written by Steve McLendon, and appeared in his zine, The Dragon
b #7 July, 1977 (Box 57066, Webster Texas 77398), Steve featurea colored maps
pring and fall positions, to facilitate spectator play. There are no openings.

A Mittish Musing
by
D.B.Platypus

11, another geme has started, Let's see what I drew this time.....Italy! Oh, no! Why
do I all the sudden feel three inches shorter, just because I don't know how to play this
stupid country?

Shall I go into Tyrolia and hit Austria or march into Pledmont to hassle France. Gee, I
don't know either of those guys. Wait....8 letter from Russia, Glad to see that scmebody
knows I'm alive. OK,I'1ll go along.

Now one from Austria. (Sorry chump, but my hand is already won), Yes, France, I'll stay
out,eese

Fantagtic! I'm now in Tyrolia and Austria {s being smashed, Things agoing alright!

Ahat Trieste 1s mine! Two buildas! Now we're really rolling, Watch Frances.se+no, no
fleet in Marseilles., Yassir, now ve're really gonna,.. Turkey! What® he gonna do with
that fleet! I'l1 have to teach him a lesson..., hey, Russia ol' buddy, how about....

Wow! Nine units in 19041 Who said this country was tuff to play? Guess it was never
played by a player of my caliber before, I guess I'd better start moving west now., They
are almost through with England, But what,,..a letter from Germany. Hmmm, Yes, you have
a point, The Russian is ripe for a stab, But he has been my game-long ally. Well, true
conquerors must be ruthless at times. Yes, I agree, you owe France nothing., Very well,
Let us join forces and swesep the swine from the board!

Ya-hah! Boy I really nailed that Russian good, He never knew what hit him. Tough luck,
chum, but [ gotta world to conquer, Hold it. Yes...Germany is sitting there in Burgandy
pretty as you please, Now that man’s got class. Attabéey! We is rol-l-in' now!

Let's see. That stupid Russian will lose 3 to me and 2 to the German,...yeah, he's out of
it now, France can still fight bt he's not long for this game edther. I'll give him time
te pull back his forces to use against the German, then Whammo! I*1l let him have it, -

At last! The GM is a week late, but now,...WHAT! How could France afford to take Tunis,
he has to protect against,...NO0! Germany withdraws from Burgandyl...moves into Tyrolia and
Bohemia!, .. takes Galicia with Russia sup...RUSSIAN SUPPORT? How could he o

A PUP=P=-PeE=T=T«T!!

0K, creeps. I've got 13 units, Try to pull a fast one on me, huh? Well, ya'll just bit
off a little more than you can cheWeeeeodon’t know whe you're up against, Yessir! I?11
teach all three of 'emeseses

OK, they got two centers from me but that's just because they guessed lucky. I can stilil
deliver a knockout to one and then they'll alleccee

They got four more that time, The GM must be giving them my moves! Why that cheape.e.!
Well, I won't give the Russian the satisfaction of seeing me....HE'S OUT? GERMANY...TOCK
...HISQ.‘M...CMR!...C..““..‘h-hl

ssseeDOWR to 2 lousy centers. Hey guys, what say we call this a 3-way draw? After all,
I dont't even know how to play this stupid ceuntry andececsss

T




