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WHAT THE HELL IS DIPLOMACY, AND WHC THE HELL IS GLEN TAYLOR?

Weeeceeell...long answer first. Glen Taylor is Me, sometimes appearing
as a 22-yesar-cld computer programmer living in Silver Spring, Maryland,
(No, I am not a pseudonym for Buddy Tretick.) I have been playing postal
Diplomacy since the summer of 1975, and refereeing postal Diplomacy games
by carbon copy for -almost as long. Publishing a Diplomacy magazine {(Dip-
zine for short) has been a cherished desire of mine “nrougnﬁut that perwod
but never have I had time for it (and never was I quite insane encugh to
start publishing when I knew damn well I wouldn't hawve time to do justice
to the endeavor,) Well, I certainly have less free time now than I did in
college, with a full- tlme-plus -overtime job and wife and daught er, but
this has forced me to learn to Budget My Time, and my lifestyle 1s relatively
settled now (not to mention that I now have access to reproduction facili-
ties-- no nasty cracks from you wise-asses out there}, so I'm finally taking
the Big Plunge. I have a very geccd idea how much worklead is involved,
since I have Gli'ed several postal Diplomacy games .and variants in the past,
and published amateur magazines dealing with wargamlmv and science fiction,
Also, be assured that I am fully aware that I can't possibly produce a zine
as large as this one with any kind of regularity-- that's why this is a
triple issue., (I always did like starting with a bamg.) The average issue
will be more like 12 pages. I hope to be able to publish on a 3-3-2 week
schedule (2 weeks allowed for Winter adgustmen?s), though events may force
me to increase the delay times between issues to 3 weeks always, or even 4
{(though I'm goirg to fight it tooth and nail).

As for what Dﬁplolacy is, to quote Brad Hessel in Diman #29 (22 January

1977): "Diplomacy is 2 registered trademark for a game 1in vented Dy AL]an B.
Calhamer and copyrighted and marketed by the Avalen HIll Company Baltl-
more, It is a seven-handed game of negoctiation, cc&neratiom, and nonflict

loosely based upon Zuropean ﬂealpolltlk ((iJ the Worid War I pericd)).
Mechanically simple, the meat of Diplomacy is the give and take beftween the
players, as each attempts to gain ascendancy over ail the others.,” It is
also eminently suited to postal play, ﬂleng the players the chanc to com-
mur.icate with one another secretly {unless the bastard Xeroxes your letter
and sends a copy to the mutual target you'd been preposing) and at as much
length as you desire (or until he gives up in boredom and lines his birdecage
with your letter)., I have to admit that seven years of heavy play have
somewhat dulled my appreciation of the basic game's ?ObS”DlLW+le—— if ite
physically possible to do in regular Diplomacy, l've probably heard about
seen 1%, or done it myself However, there are many excellent Dirlowmacy
variants ocut there, of whlch I've parely scratched the surface, S0 I wiil
raferee those in DIJAGH. I will also run 2 rcgular gane cor two, since
many people seem to want to play the basic t*'s not wuch wWork.
However, the games are not ithe primary r DIJACH'Ys existence,
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although T intend to referee them accurately and well., The primary reascns
for the existence of this bizarre object in your manipulatory appendage(s)
are: the production and dissemination of material I find interesting, no
matter what the subject matter; and the aggrandizement of my ego. Now, I
have a large backlog of material, both related and unrelated to Diplomacy,
which I feel youse guys would find interesting; but eventually I will run
out. This means that I need YOU to help me make this zine a succesa, I
need your articles, press releases, and letters to give me something to
print and something for the other readers to respond to. Contributors will
be paid handsomely in the form of free issues of DIJAGH, free game entries,
-and/or my undying gratitude, not to mention the thrill of seeing theilr
name in print and propelled to the eight corners of the tesseract by the
supersonic zephyrs of the U, S. Snail. Sc-- please write me and let me
know what you think of this here zine! And subscribe, too. Subscriptioas
are 55¢/issue, although double or triple issues will count double or triple
against your subscription. If this seems high to you. note that there are
many ways you can reccive this rag absitively frec: writing for me, as
noted above; entering and winning the contests I will run regularly in the
zine (in addition to the two in this issue, I am preparing Trivia Quizuves
on Science Fiction and Diploracy Hobby History); cor, if you publish your
own Dipzine, extending to me Mutual Subscription Credit. (I will accept
this arrangement with any Dipzine which is not a warehouse zine, that is,
which carries subslantial amounts of material not directly related to the
mechanics of ordering units around, though I reserve the right to terminate
the arrangement in case Terminal Boredom, Leprosy or Captain Trips sets in.)
However, as 1 said, I will print anything 1 find interesting, including
articles on history, politics (especially Libertarian politics, of which T
am prcud to be a bellever, led by the Great Godd Cestikyann), technology,
scilence fictlon, sclence, mathematics, or whatever I*wve left out. (Be
warned that any letters any of you write me from now on will be considered
Fair Game for my letters column, unless the materiazal is obviously of a
private nature or you slap a DNQ (Do Ncot Quote) on it.) This issue, for
instance, containg two Diplomacy-related articles: CGreg Costikyan's useful
dissertation on personalities and reputations in our hobby, and Bob Lipton's
hilarious "tThe Tunisian Opening" (which won a Calhzamer Award for Ouitstanding
Technical Article in 1976), plus of course the zctual adjudications and
press releases of the four games 1 am now running. There are also, however,
many non-Dip-related itemsc, including the first part of a serialized
satire on mathematics and high school matnh competitions (because most Dip
players I know have some interest in or knowledge of mathematics, and even
those who don't should greatly enjoy this caper), an a2ccount of my travels
to the recent World Science Fiction Conventlion (under the theory that most
wargzners and Dip players are 5.7, fang, and those who aren't ought to be--
I find myself attracted by the same qualitices in both activities), and a
Rock Music Trivia Quiz (because I felt like it, so there!). Oh yes-- T
can't forget Anything Coes, Chris Mattern's contribution. It's a subxyn
of the main zine (tnough he misspells it “"subzine®)., Or, in the noiation
that would be uscd 1n my FPormal Languages course, "AG" C "DIJAGH". Tor
future issuves I hope te have a lively letters column, and I aiready have
lined vp accounts of some games I've run in the past, with much press and
ny, not to mention the rest of Tropp's article. But,

interesting goings-o ‘
as I can't iterate frequently enough, I need your material too,
Welcome te my Dipzine...l think you gonna lilks it!
P SR TR S LA I SR R R - S A I S T R B S G A T . e R T 5

rars Dercli, the publisher of a Tine reprints zine called Dinlomzcy Dicest,
SRR | 3 ~

L 11 |
has said that bhis decislon on whether o plug a new zine deopends on now
many times his name 1g mentioned in it.  Well, T think this is a disgusting
poliﬁy of fark Soreh. I weould never meornticn Mark Zerch's name just to get
some stupid write-tp in Zark Bereh's Divsine, and 1 re that no one



outside the warped "mind" of Mark Berch would ever whisper the name of

Mark Berch in pollte company, much less allow "lark Berch" to sully the

pages of his Dllene._ I pPropose that all publishers of real Dipzines (of

which Mark Berch'®s zine is not a member) boycott Mark Berch rch and all pub-

lications of iark Berch until Mark Berch agrees to grant the Central

Commisariat of the Hobby complete veto power over all of Mark Berch's plugs.
ell, Mark Berch? What do you say to that???

***********************K**************

GAME OPENINGS: PHEN

‘I am now announcing openings in all of the following games., All play-
ers must maintain a subscription to DIJAGE for the duration of their par-
ticivation in the game, Failure to do so may result in their summary
ejection from the game. Game fees listed below are in addition to sub-
scrlptlon fees. I will print my Hcuse Rules in a near-future issue of
DIJAGH (probably the next one), as I am far too tired and pressed for time
to type all of them right now. I do not employ preference lists,

REGUIAR DTPTOLAFY One section of the old favorlte, for you sticks-in-the-
mud who can't deal with variants. Game fee v5-

GUNBOAT DIPLOMACY: The same as regular Diplomacy, but with NO NEGOTIATION
allowed. This means you don't even know who the other players are (and
any attempt to find out is considered cheating and may result in expulsion
from the game). Excellent for those people like me who are too lazy or too
strapped for time to negotiate very much in their games., Gametfee 35,

ANARCHY DIPLOMACY: 34 players, each with one sunply center and one unit,
The wheeling and dea ll\r is incredible, since you can only gain at someone’c
chpenve. and you have to get someone else to help you do it, while risking
that someone else may sl;p into your original supply ¢ entﬂr. T don't

expect thiz to f£ill up quickly, but the game fee is only i (after all,
statistically mos+t of the players will be eliminatea in the first Iew years,
not to mention the difficulty of filling the board in the first places).

SCIENCE FICTION DIPLOMACY: This will be one or another of the wvariants
from Lew Pulsipher's Science Fiction and Fantasy Variants Packet I don't
have it handy now, and in any case hadn't really made up my mind w1ich one

to offer. Susgestions are welcome., Game fee 5.

THE PRESS CGAlNZ: This special szction has no game fee, To get in, you
‘must simply impress me with Press releases you have written., If-you
succeed, you will win a free spot in this gam T have several people
signed up already; if you think you might ual¢fv, send me ssveral samples
of your writing. It will be a variant of some sort, totith fo make tnings
mere interesting and te accomodate more than 7 players. In fact, 1 am
currently designing a tuclear Jar variant (yes, I know it's been done
before, but my version will add on complexity and rezlism in many forms
and still be wnlayabie), and that may well be it. .

This may sound like 2 bit much, but both of the regular Dip games
I'm running now are fairly close to completion, and L'“ confidewc I can
nandle the lead, I also have a need for stand-by players for any or all
games, to take over the position in case someone guits or is zhrown out,
You will receive issues added to your DIJAGH subscripzion for taking over
a position, and more ifT you complete the piay of the country without an NIKR.
I am also open Lo suggestions for other variants you vwould like run.

% .

A statistician is a man who, with his head in an oven and his feet in

an ice bu ccz says, "On the average 1 am comfortable,”

N




"NVARYLAND-VIRGINIA GANE" (1980Pcv)  &pring 1909 (Youngstown IV)

Py
LIMEYS GAIN ST.P. BUT LOSE JAVA, BRE3T, KARAFUTC; "LITTLE THREZ" DOOMID

CHINA d): A ,+n d/disl and removed,
ENGLAUD (ine

Crumpb): NMR, See below. A Ton—uwy P Nth CON A Lon-iwy, F lirz-
Bar, A Fin- ot? 4 Ben-lvn, T Zot 5 A Fin-3tP, 7 Bal (Ol A Den—Lvn,
F JVAtl 5 F Zre, 7 Iri 3 F [Atl, © Sre o A Jeln?ic/disl-(ing or dizgoand),
A Hol-3Z3el, A bel-Pic, P ZpPagc & Cel=11 © 30 » F Var, F ZChi 3 F Javn,
F Phi 3 7 Srac, r .am-oa-, 2 5 ¢ osia=-.al/ALl, F Far 3
w JdD/dlSl (sak or disoand), :
FRANCE (B. Taylor): NiiR, see Dbelov F Por-lA%tl, A Gas-3re,
A Par 3 A Ges-3re, A Nar=-5Sp
GERNANY (Gereau): NLR, see below, 4 .un =, A Sil H/disl and removed.
INDIA (B, Julff): A Bag-Jor, A ¥an S RUSSIAN A Xor, A Pek S A Han-C+*n,
A Han-Ctn, A Lao S A Joh-Tha, A Jon-Tha, F ldr-iInd, F Clt-lir, 7 ZInd
S F ilal-Jav, F And 3 F Zum-lali, ¥ al-Jav, 7 Sum-ial, ¥ Tim=Cel,
F Tok 3 F SAtl 083~-5Fac, I t1 Q6B -
ITALY (Krebs): a Ven-Tri, F J.ed-.c: Ion-Aeg, A Tyo S A Ven-
TrA, F -rl-ndr, A Con-=2Zul, c)=Con, F Zied S F Lib-

)

Pen, A Rom-Ven, I Aar-Ion.

FUSSIA (Bongard): ¥ NPac S F Okh~-Xar, ¥ Okh-Xar, ¥ Vla-lap, 4 Kor i,
F Ank ﬁv_é Vna H, A Gal-5il, A war S A Gal-3il, A Pru-Pos, A los-lvn,
A StP 4/d1“7—(0mo or disband), F Dar 3 A StP,

TURKEY (Fenn): F Pen HJANN, F Jor{we ) -5zy(nc).

PRESS:

({This release was subm1t+ed several turns ago, lost by me, then re-found.)

Kadra% Times-Yheel, 14 Aucust, 1907
"Kapowl™ Tne large Rolls sk fided across the road. It did a slow
figure-eight, firnally coming to a ccmplete stop, facing in the dirsciion

it naa come from,
"Sorry, sir. e seem to have a flat tire," th

The darx man in th2 back t22% ran his fingers
and sighed, "Can you fix it, Fahatma?®

"Could you help, sir?"

"You know I don't know a thing about changing tires. After all, I
am not a liechanical Zngineer."

The two men climbed out of the car and walxed to “he back of *he car,

The broken shaft of an arrow protrucded from the left rear tirs. "Someone
tried to xill us!™

"Precicsely, my little Gandhi,™ a thick voilce said. The two men slowly
turned around. 'They were confronted oy a huge man, every bit of 7 feex
tall and 20 stone. He was flanked on both sides by a man carrying a carbire,

"So, we meet at last, Nehru.”

"That we do, Sir William," the big man said, "Now, 1f you and vour vals-
would gn+ back into Jour car, we would be happy to have you accompany us
on- our journay.

"Tn case you forgot, you gave us a flat tire, And besides, I
that Sir William has no desire to-" Gandhi jumped as a dagger pri
back., His face went dead white.

"Ha," Nehru laughed. "Don't take me for a fool. The tire is fixed,
Mow, let's move iti"® ’

e smal. chauff r
througn nis curly hair

o1;
2u

. SeCen d, the surrounded vy 30 to -0 men,

nd nad accompanied their arrival and the change of

"Are you veady, sccretary?”

cems I have no choice. Well, we might as well get started.” And
the back seat of the Rolls.,

~

tire was

ct
O

with that, sir William climbed int



v

...Secretary of Labour Sir William Wulff disappeared yesterday while
travelling in Bihar. His valet, Mahatma Gandhi, is also missing. It is
feared that both men were kidnapped by separatist rebels led by Jawaharlal
Nehru. This group has frequently threatened to assassinate the Secretary
for his labour policieS...

Castle Fenwick, Grand Fenwick, March 11th oo .

"Very well, Mr. Bascombe, would you please explain why you are back so
soon after your expedition left to invade and be crushed by the Indian
Empire ?*" oo ,

"Yes, your Grace, We found something better in Geneva. When we
arrived there, it was deserted, except for the Indian Embassy, 2 few fire
companies and a Turkish delegation who wouldn't leave thelir house. Since
the Indian Ambassador said they had to be guarding something military,
we broke in. We were negotiating terms with their leader, when this
scientist here," Bascombe poked the dejected 1little man next to him, "rushed
in, yelling "It's finished, Mahatma-- we're ready to go." ©So the Mahatma
fellow pulled out a pistol and shot Jackson and we feathered him with eight
arrows and had to kill a few more before they calmed down."

‘"So, what were, they doing?"

"They say they'd finished some sort of a super-bomb, We've got it
right here," he added, kicking the heavy box in front of him. The Turks
winced, but nothing happened. "Obviously, your Grace, they were bluffing.
I might suggest that we sink them in the lake, and threaten India with
the bomb.,"

“Mr, Bascombe, we'll do it the other way around. We'll smash and
sink the bomb-~ if it is one-- and threaten India with the scientists.
Meanwhile, they can be put to work at something useful. Cleaning the
stables, perhaps."” ‘ '

"As you wish, Your Grace. Shall I keep & guard on them?",

"0f course. And see tc the 'bomb' immediately."

. rs o s L .

Imperlal Ministry 9f Provaganda, Vladivostok, 15 April 190S: "Three
new battleships of the Imperial Navy were commissioned to-day at the New Navv
Yards. ?hese ships, each armed with twelve 340 mm gurs and many smaller cannci,
and naned the Alelcenidr Nevely, Kikhail Kutusov, and Poiemkin, are expected to
greatly-strengthen the Far Eastern Fleet, and promote the liberation of Nippon
from the vile British," ’

Alexandria Cazette, 21 April 1909 Combined Aeroplane-Roc patrols are
reported to be scouring the Mediterranean for the last remnants of the
Turkish navy. Apparently it is operating in exile from Africa and Jordan.
Italian Navy units, assisted by the Indian Mid-East Army, have pledged to
eradicate the Turkish die-hards.
Zuricher Zeitung, lay 3d, 1909, "Cur sources in Budapest report that
the Russian attempt in this city and its environs to promcte local autcnomy appear
headed for disaster., Russian civil and nilitezry officials in Rumaniz and Ausiria
are beceming increasingly anncyed at the incessant political infightirng among
Yagysrs, Slavs, Cermans, and renesade Turks inside the city. There is also
considerable evidence that some groups in the city are sending aid to the Turks."

Glen here again. I forgot to mention that, since both Beki Taylor and

Qave McCrumb had General Orders on file, their moves were done by Richard

laltz and Carl Burke respectively, This counts as % of an NVR for each

of phem, the first for either, Also, Italy wrote his order as "F Smy-Seria.

That's as close to being "Serbia" as it is "Syria.™ I declared it a valié '

order cnly because "F Smy-Ser" is illegal. Be careful!! Also, Pam Gereau

has resigned as Germany, which nation is now vlaced in Civil :-Disorder
Finally- contrary to one player's remark- Ber changed hands some years ago. -




"HOKIZ GAKE® (1981Djm) Spring 1907 (Youngstown XII)

RUSSTANS APPARENTLY SUFFERING SETBACKS; ITALY STABS FRANCE HARD!

ENGLAND (Dorsey): F Lpl-Iri, F _Lon-Eng, F Nrg-Kwy, F Nth S RUSSIAN F Den,
F Gua-Car., .

FRANCE (IicCrumb): NINR, see below. A Xot-Ike, A _Leo S A Xct-Tke, F Ivo-0vd
F SAtl 5 F Ivo-CVd, F GoG 5 F Ivo-CVd, F Tra-Kio, A Lau o A Tra-Rio,

A

A Sah-Cas, A nl”-wh&. F POr—hAul F C2r S F Por-ivAtl, ¥ Sre-Zng
GERFANY (iattern): A ~in -/"1 (Arﬂola or - disband), r Gor =,
"A Bud H"/HQJ. A Vna H Juo A Pos-sax, F Nwy-Ska, F Swe S F Nwy-Ska,

A Ber S A FPos-3ax, A hle-Don.

INDIA (liaylor): A Raj-3nd, F Ara 3 A Raj-Snd, A Brm-Clt, A Tib S A Sik-Kan,
A Sik-Xan, A Del-Afz/disl-(¥Xas, RaJ, Dec or dlsband)

ITALY (Burke): ¢ lyn-Lyc, F Nap-Tyn, F Adr-Ion, A Ven-Pie, A Apu- -Ven,

: A Sud S A Xen, A Ken 3 A Sud, A Tri 5 TURKISH A Ser, F Som S
F Gor, F Yem-Ade, A Cyr-Lib, I Egy-Red. :

JAPAN (Wulff): A Ctn-Vim, A Kyo-Hir, A Tok-llok, F MPac=-Jap
F SChi-Ct F Ton CON A ”tn-Vtm, 7 S5ai S ¥ Sia-Cam, -

+

J

L Ca—l¢ A"'LLI

F ZChi-Jav,

]
sia-Cam, © Jon-

Y
n
i
n
el

9
Tha/invalid (no coast specified), F And-Tha, ¢ WInd-Zind, F m*ud—JLﬂG.
RUSSZIA (bozma J: A StP S HHJLIo“ F lrg=-iwy, ©r Ska-Swe/Allll, F Den S ¥ Skz-
Swa, A Tud S A Clu, A Clu S A Urkr-Gal, A Ukr=-Gal, A _il--ax, A Arm-ovev,

A Rum 5 A Arm-Sev, A Syr
: A Snd-Del, A Snd-Del, ;
TRANSVAAL (B, Taylor): A B

cks It Un/disl-(Jor or dicb=nd), A Afz S

A p s A snd-Jel, A Kan-Skz, F Xor H, A M¥an H.
a em, A Wbu-Zas, A Fat-xin, A& Loz S A Kat-¥ir,
A Aur-bhq, r CFr-1eo, A Dar F oz S A Dar, A Ngo-Kat
TURKEY (i2ltz): P Tun-Wl.ed, F Bul (sc)-&ez, F Zla S A Anx-nrm, A 3ag S A
Smy-Syr, & Gre-ul, & Ser S GERIAN A vra-c1n/m:o, A Smy-Syr, A Ank-Arnm
A Ira 3 A Ank-Arm, ’
UNITED STATES ( onyavd) F RA
® Sar CON : \
P Cvd CON A ;
SAtl, A nfk-Cna.
Dave licCrumb failed to submit his orders, but Keith Evans made his
moves for him on the basis of his General Orders. That counts as : missed
move for Dave, his first of the game. Dlore orders and retreat options bel

[ON
-t

1 S BRITISH F Lpl-*rl. F 4+1-3na (s2)/
S F Cnr, F Rio-Tra/ENN, r _ar co.
z

-
/disl
T o~
N T N -
wooad SR R

o, Lbr, Gna, Sen, Tra or disband,;, F ars-

(a0
PRESS :
London Times-Dispatch (October 20, 1906) An unusual flurry of diplomatic
activity has been observed at 10 Downing Street recently. he German am-

bassador was seen leaving with disturbed glances toward the Russian emoacc"
Informed sources believe the Hun was formally dressed down for his suppor
of French improvrieties in London and the scandalous usurpation of Her
Vajesty's Soandinavian interests of the past year,

’ Also observed, with ~lﬂgntlj hag~a“d countenances, were the Russian,
Italian, United States, and Transvaal ambassadors. It is obvious that
highly secret and very delicate negotiavlons have been conducted, bdut with
what outcome, no one can discern, possibly nct even the participants.

One item was significant, however: the absence of lonsieur [cCrumb. The
P.. is obviously still incensed over the infestation of frogs in Liverpcol
and London which was only recently driven into the Welsh countryside (sus-
pected ta be hiding in the hills). Further developments will be reported
here as thay become evident. . '

waioot Troo Top lecret Report (July G4
To new “Jnlster of Intelligence From SE Asian Bureau

“

Subject Untimely Death of 3.Z.A. Bureau Chief ) )
«o.unfortunate drowning of the Chief...during extended vacation 1in
Borneo nills...not sure, but think mavbe we lost the island...can't find

Union Jack in 3ureau closet..:lots of funny-looking fellows in uniform

ek R NP T et



around...tell new P,M, that old vacation spot may be difficult tc get to.
Telescopes with epicanthic folds seem to be sinking everything in sight...

'Fraid

we lost the admiral's yacht...thought it was in the harbor when we

left for vacation in the hills,..not there anymore. Crazy people in uni-
form shoot everything that's not nailed down...keep raving about dragons...
dragons...hope to continue clandestine operations...more later.

Le Grandeé Monster - October 28, 19053 The top song this past month was recorded by

WOI".

Titled "Convoy"”, it set all previous records for sales in one week. We have

recleved permision to reprint the text.

CONVOY

Got a breaker one-nine, this here's the Angry Frog. You got a copy on me, Big
Black, Come on? Yeah, 10-4 Big Black, for sure, for sure, by golly it's clean clear
to London Town, come on? Yeah, that's a big 10-4 there Big Black. Yeah, we
definitely got the front door there, good buddy. Mercl sakes alive, it looks like
we got us a convoy. '

It was the dark of the moon on the 6th of June in a cruiser haulin' shells,

Gunners on deck with a Bertha primed and a frigate haulin®' Huns,

We was headed for Brits on the North Sea side, 'bout a league out of Ansterdam,

I said "Big Black, this here's the Angry Frog and I'm about to put my hammers down.

Cause we got a little convoy, steamin' through the night,
Yeah, we got a little convoy, ain't she a beautiful sight,
Come on and join our convoy, ain't nothin' gonna get in out way, -
We gonna float this steamin' convoy 'cross to the USA, CONVOY...

Got a breaker, Big Black, this here's the Frog. You want to back off with them Huns.

10 'LI’.

'bout 5 leagues of so. 10-4, them Huns is gettin® intense up here.

By the time we got into London town we had 85 ships in all, but there was a blockade
in on the River Thames and them Brits was bow to bow. Them Limies was thick as

bugs on a Hun; they even had a Brit in the air. I said, "Callin' all ships, this
here's the Frog. We about to go a-huntin' Brit.”

Cause we got a great big convoy, steamin' through the night,
Yeah we got a great big convoy, ain't she a beautiful sight,

Come on and Jjoin our convoy, ain't nothin' gonna get in our way,
We gonna float this steamin' convoy 'cross to the USA, CONVOY...

Well, we steamed up the British coast like a rocket sled on rails., We tore up all
of their counter, attacks and left them tryin' to fix their sails. By the time -

we hit 014 Ed's town, them Brits was a gettin' smart. They'd brought up scme
reinforcements from the Liverpool National Guard. There was armored cars and tanks
and jeeps and ships of every size. Yeah, them coastal forts was full of Brits, and
gepplins filled the skies. Well, we shot their lire and we went for broke with a
thousand screaming shells, and 11 long-haired friends of Jesus in a chartreuse
motor-boat.

Uh, Angry Frog, this is the Clyde Waster. 'Yeah, 10-4, there Clyde Waster.' Listen,
you want to move that motor-boat in behind that suicide jockey? Yeah, he's

sweepin' a mine field and he can use all the help he can get. .

Well, we laid a strip for the Liverpool shore, and prepared to hit its shore. I could
see the beaches lined with Brits, but I couldn't wait for more time. I said, "Big
Bjack, this here's the Angry Frog. We Jjust ain't gonna wait no more."” So we
crashed the line doin' 99, I said let them Berthas roar, 10-4 ‘

Cause we got a mighty convoy, steamin' through the night,

Yeah we got a mighty convoy, ain't she a beutiful sight,

Come on and Jjoin our convoy, ain‘t nothin' gonna get in our way,
We gonna float this steamin' convoy ‘cross to the USA, CONVOY...

10-4 Big Black. Whats your 20?7 WARSAW! Well, they ought to know what to do with
them Huns out there. Well, merci sakes alive, good buddy, we're gonna have to back
on out of here. Keep the bugs off your glass and the Brits off your - tall. This
here's the Angry Frog on the side. We gone, bye-bye.




New York Tinmes, 24 March 1909: "Reports are coming in from the
South Atlantic of French atrocities on the Falkland Islands., OCur sources indi-
cate that the French fleet operating in the South Atlantic has occupied the small
1sland group, inhabited by sheep farmers. The islands are of strategic value, as
their coaling station provides the French with a valuable forward base. The

exact nature of French behavicr on the islands has not been detailed.”

SILVER SPRING (G.0.D.): The rest of the French orders are: F Iri S F Por-
MAtl/disl-(Ire, Wal or disband), A Bel H, F Cam H/ANN, A Pic-Bre.
Also, the American fleet dislodged from MAtl .must retreat to Gas, Gra
or be disbanded., ' :

“BLADENSBURG GAME" (1979KS) Spring 1912 (Regular Dip, BION)

THE AUSTRO-HUNGARIAN EMPIRE STRIKES BACK UNDER NEW (TEMP.) MANAGEMENT

ENGLAND (Burke): A StpP-Nos, F Nwg H, F Bar H, 4 Lvn S A StP-Mos/disl-(StP
or disband), A Gal-Ukr/disl-(Boh or disband), F Pru S A Lvn, F Nth-Ska.

FRANCE (McCrumb): F Eas-Smy, F Tyn-Ion, F Tun S F_Tyn-Ion, F Nap S F Tyn-
Ion, F Rom S F Nap, A Mar-Pie, F Lyo S A Mar-Pie, A Tyo-Ven/ANN,

A Tus S A Tyo=-Ven, A Bur-Bel, A lun S A Ber, A Ber S A lun, A Kie S A
Mun. . ~ :
AUSTRIA-HUNGARY (B. Taylor): NMR, see below. A War S A Mos-Lvn, A Mos-Lvn,
F Ion Hy, F Gre S F Ion, FAdr S F Ion, F Apu S F Ion, A Ven 5 A Boh-
Tyo, A Boh-Tyo, A Tri S A Ven, A Vie S A Boh-Tyo, A Sil-Pru, A Rum S

A Bud-Gal, A Bud-Gal, A Ukr H.

Beki Taylor did not submit moves, but since she had General Orders on
file, Richard Maltz did her moves. This counts as 3 NMR for Beki, her first.

There ain't no press- why don't you pezople start writing some???
"GROUNDHOG'S GAME" (1981II) Spring 1907 (Regular Dipsomania)

I have tempoarily misplaced the orders of one of the players, and
since I am now typing this at 11:00 AM, with many pages left to type and
people arriving for the Great DIJAGH Kick-Off Party at noon, I have no time
~to hunt for them. I will adjudicate this game separately within the next
few days and mail the turns out to all the players. 3orry about this.

¥ O % 3 3% 3 3¢ 3 3 & % 3 ¥ G 3 36 I ¥ 3% I % I 3 3 ¥ % H I % ¥ 3 ¥ S

If you enjoy Diplomacy press at all (though I must say that the
mostly mediocre releases in this issue are far from the best I have S$een,
although there are a few exceptions to that), then you'd love Slobbovia.
Rather distinctive even among the more far-out Dip variants, Slobbovia
keeps inventing features like retrograde technology, political purges--

But why am I talking about the mechanics of the variant? The major
boast of Slobbovia, in fact, its raison d'etre, is Press! 60 pages of
" excellent-to-fair Press (written by only about 12 active players§ is the
rather astonishing average for an issue of the Slobinpolit Zhurnal, while the
ceiling for actual game-mechanics (strumph, as opposed to strakh, the press)
has rarely gone above the 5-page mark. It is a press-writer®s bonanzal

Taking place on an imaginary world with province names like Strait
Annarrow, Thither Slobbovia, Pairadice and Helangon, Slobbovia has less to
do with the real world than the press in most Dipgames (though just about
everything you can think of has been parodied there at one time or another),
and there's a big backlog of stuff which is helpful to know. However, the
current Arkhivist, Roger Oliver, and several players are very helpfu} to nig
“Slobbs (unlike Bob Lipton, Roger's predecessor, whose paranoia of new peopr
, _ , (cont. on page 24)
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CHICON 1v: _ OFFICIALLY TO BLAME:

T : Glen R. Taylor
L ; 3007 Hewitt Ave. #428
The T'VV@ iOwers Silver Spring, MD
v ‘ _ 20906 301-L60-5653
(C.0.D. bombs not acceptec
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BEING a double-barrellecd one-shot produced as a»Z§‘(summation) of my
Chicon IV experience for the benefit of my friends ir: fandom and elsewhere,
and as a "get-acquainted” item to be rammed through several APAe in which
I hope to have time and money to become involved.

I've been attending science fiction conventions in and around the
Washington, D.C. area since 1978, and since escaping “rom college and
becoming gainfully employed last December, have ranged a bit more widely
among East Coast cons. Still, Chicon IV was to be my first Worldcon.

I still haven't really left the ranks of the poverty-stricken, vecause

my wife Beki has not yet succeeded in trapping that elusive beast, A Job,
So, airline fares were out of the question, and since our car has been
~behaving strangely for some time, we began investigating the possibility
of renting a car, sending out "feelers" through our fan contacts for
people to share the ride and expenses, At firet, all looked rosy. A
friend in New York City put us in touch with four siklings who call them-
selves the Clones, and I lined up two of my co-workers as well, one of
whom was attending the convention of the Church of tle Sub-Genius (which
bills itself as an "inherently begus religion") in a nearby hotel rather
“than the Worldcoen. 1 phoned Hertz Rent-a-Car, and, =hough we had to .
agree to slap down a usurious deposit to atone for tiiz horrible sin of
not having a credit card among us, they said they wowld call us back to
confirm our reservation for an 8-passenger station wegon,

Things began falling apart the week before the con. When Carl Burke,
my co-worker and feilow fan, called Hertz tc change <the car reservation
to his name, he was informed that the reservation had never been confirmed,
and they couldn't promise us anything. Supposedly, they had tried to
inform us of this and failed; I think they should have tried harder.) I
called them to bitch about this, and a horrible susmicion grew in me.
Finally I asked them point-blank: "Is this failure %o confirm because you

have no wagons available or because we den't have 2 .credit card?" "We
can't tell that from here," said National Headguarte rs primly, "we leave
that decision up to the local managers," After a fauw well-chosen words

about their lack of sincerity and solicitude toward potential customers,
I slammed deown the receiver, determined never again ©o deal with Hertz
if there were any way to avoid it. Bekl spent many hours over the next
few days calling every agency in the phone book, going farther and farther
afield as it became apparent that most station wagorss had already been
claimed by college students returning to schooi. Tiien the other shoe
drepped: the Clones called on Saturday morning. Ome of their number had
been told, "Go aheau ani %take a vacation, but you mizht nct have a job
when you get back." So now we were dcwn to seven people. We toyed
briefly with the idea of stuffing them into a 5-passenger wagon- which
was confirmed- but then they called again to say thwt for three of them,
public +“ransportation would cost less than throwing in with us. And then
there were four, , '

I almost gave up at this point. However, we thsn discovered that
National Car Rental had a spzcial on 4-door sedans, which would come to

no more per person that the wagon would have for a larger group. Wwe
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accepted gleefully- the more so beczuse their deposit was much more
reascnable than Hertz's- and began our rounds of last-minute preparations,

We planned to leave about noon wWednesday. I made the misiske of
working until about 2:00 that morning. ILats-night hours spent staring
at a CRT and assembly-language listings and trying to figure out just
why a UYK-20 computer bLombed, followed by insufficient sleep, make for an
inauspicious start for a Worldcon. When we awoke, Seki set out to £0
get the car with Carl and drop Sara, our 10-month-old, off at my parents'
home, and I rushed around packing and gathering stuff up. Bekl and Carl
came back about 3:00, due to various delays (which was probably fortunate,
as otherwise I wouldn't have been able tc get everything togethner). We
picked up Craig, our token SubGeniuvs, and set out for the Great Beyond,

We took turns driving for a few hours at a time., By the time we
reached Indiana it was the wee hours, and my turn. I was only about 70%
awake, but that was sufficient for interstate driving provided one con-
centrates fully. Carl took over and got us as Tar as legendary Gary,
Indiana, when he began falling aslecp at the wheel, Zo, we pulled intn
a rest stop and snored for a few hours. When we pressed on, we decided
to stop for breakfast in Gary. That city, or at least the parts of it
we drove through, 1s even worse than its reputation: more dezcrepit than
the worst parts of downtown washington, D.C., for exsmple. The kichonalds
we found was btuilt like a fortress, without any such slgns of civilization
as a drive-through or <tebles insiuc. we got vul of Gary as Jasy A5 pus-
sible, and scon found cuxselves trying to puzzle out the Chicago map.

When we reached the hotel, we discoversd the architectural plan which
gave this essay its title. One could get from East Tower to Westl only
by going outside or by means of an underground connourve. 1 was sure 1°d
get everything figured out bty Monduy afternoon. The hotel parking syst
was monumentally screwy: 1t was valel pzriing oaly in 2 multi-level sub-
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terranean garage, and at busy times like when I reiturned to the car to
unpack, cne had to wait up to half an hour to b2 escorted down to the car
This annoyed me, and, in the light of latesr events, enraged me, The Lhoie
also managed to screw up our roow reservations; we found out that they
had two roous reserved for us, because friends had made the origiral
reservation for us., But neither rcom had the two deouble beds we'd been
promised, Ah, well, While unpacking I ran into Greg Ccetikyan, a fan
and game-desipgner friend from NYC whom I only get to see at conventions
anymore, and Dave Kadlecek, with whom I'd been in a pcstal Diplomacy gane
years ago bubt had never gotten to meet, and had an enjoyable conversation
about T5R's gutting of SPI and verious cother items of interest.

I couldn'*t find anyone to go to dinner with that nighs, so I decided
to strike out on my own and try @ Chicago speciality, stuffed plzza., It
was quite good, though a bit overpriced. Eack at The con, there was a
short movie I wanted to see again: The Dove, a hilarious Ingmar Bergran
parody, featuring mock-3wedish years beicre the Muppets' chefl got in on
it. Subtitles like "Did you put the flowers in water?” would accompany
lines like "Uad didst thou schtick dem in da H,C0-cska?" I also caught
the last few nminutes of Iscape frowm ew York, wWhich I had writien off
from what I'd heard about it, but the tuil end looked very good, complecte
with music from Van Gelis pitiched so low that it affects the intestines
rather than the eardrums. 1'l1 have to seec it when I get a chance,

The con suilte bore a sign: "Welcome tc Liberty Hall, where you can
spit on the mat, and call the cat a bastard!" This sounded vaguely fam-
iliar to me, which is surprising in retrogpect, since I bought Bertram
Chandler's The Road to +he Rim at the convention amd discovered 1t wds
the source 5T the quotation- and 1'd never read any Chandlier vefore., I
went to several Tilksings that night. Al one poini someone started ?o
sing a computer song, then asked how many of those‘pr§sent‘y?re_1?V0ﬁfgg

. . - . ' 7 including a 1l5-year-old girl, said they were.
with computers., About 755, including

4o
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I also traded convention horror stories with a young lady from the Midwest,
who told me of a con in Kansas where the V.F.W. was also present, and the
hotel, sympathetic to them, did things like turning off the air conditioner
~in the con suite %o clear it out. I retaliated with the tale of this
year's Balticon, at the brand-new Hyatt Regency in Baltimore, where the
management decided that it could make lots of money by forcing the fans
running the con to send out notices that Private Parties Were Not Allowed--
after all, people who go to cecnventions of any sort are all on corporation
expense accounts and spend money like water, right? I believe the hotel
lost money on that one, because not only did nobody (of course) use their
catering service, but they pissed off enough people so that little of any
description was bought from the hotel restaurant, gift shop, etc., The
hotel also did cute things like treating fen as pariah nerds, and saying

so within our earshot. In spite of this debacle, the Hyatt will be one

of the main hotels for next year's Worldcon, and I understand that they
will still have a no-fan-party policy. We must do something about this now!
Write to the Hyatt at 300 Light St., Baltimore, MD 21202 and tell themnm
that you will not stay at their hotel unless they change this policy.

(Unless you'd rather walk half a mile through the city at night, of course.,)

I am starting a petition drive at conventions for this purpose, and anyone
who'd like to help out by collecting signatures of fen in their area is
urged to write to me. ,

I also ran into Marc Stiegler that night. He was one of the best
Computer Science Graduate Teaching Assistants I had at VeP.I., and has
since sold several stories to Analog (though I'd read only his first,

"The Bully and the Crazy Boy" from late 1980), He commented that the
novellas rated first and third in Analog's 1981 reader poll- Emergence
and The Saturn Game,. respectively- had btoth been nominated for =z Hugo,

but that one ol his own, which was rated second, was not. I condoled
with him- it is unfortunate but true that a lot of people tend to nominate
and vote for Hugos on the basis of the author and not the story. Marc
said this was his first con in five years; I hope it won't be the last.,

When I finally crashed about 4:00 AM, I still didn't get any sleep.

I was rather annoyed at this, since it resulted in my being zombied-out
for the next day or two, :

****************%***%******************************************************

How many Carl Sagans does it take to change a light bulb?

Billions and billions and billionS...
****************************************%**********************************

This is On Friday I went to the Hard Science Fiction panel, on which
the ' most interesting speaker by far was Larry Niven. On SF films,
he said the essential problem was that the money men in New York
believe their audiences are technological and scientific illiter-
ates, so most films are stupid like "Black Hole." "With Spielberg
and Lucas," he said, “"we finally have people who take pride in
the movies they make, but the science needs a lot more work. It
is possible to make SF both entertaining and informative- I've been
doing it for years- but far from easy. So support Spielberg and
Lucas, but only until something better comes along." He pointed
out that A Gift From Earth could be made well with a small special
effects budget, and if successful, might'gpable:him to tackle
#21 something really ambitious like Ringworld. PBS would be most
likely to undertake such a venture, given .The lathe of Heaven.
Niven also discoursed on recent articles by Tipler (I ocelieve),
presenting some pretty damn convincing arguments that We May Be Alone After
All. For two billion years, the highest form of life on Earth was pro-
karyotic microbes, and all it would have taken to remedy that would have

been an alien landing or base with an outdoor latrine. "One possible
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equilibrium situation is really frightening,” he said., "Assume that 99

out of 100 races in the gzlaxy are Nice Guys, who send outl probes to the
stars with recordings of Jimmy Carter's volce, but that the 100th race is

a bunch of paranoid sons of bitches. They could plant an automated device
in each star system to send a message to thelr nearest base whenever

radio broadcasts are detected- and the EZarth emits more radio waves than
most stars. The one in the Solar System may be malfunctioning. "1 Love
Lucy" just reachasd Tau Cetl, so we have maybe ten or fifteen years to get
ready.” 1 pointed out that such a schome would work if They were thorough--
it's very hard to destroy a plznet but child's play to destroy a biosphere~-
but that They had better make absolutely sure not to leave any fragments of
our civilization underground or in space large enough to rebuild, or all
their paranoid fears would come true in spades shortly afterward., "Ckay,"
he said, "you could make that a nice optimistic sclence fiction novel." He
also speculated that our technology may not yet have reached a point They
would consider dangerous.

There was also an interesiing panel on Andre Norton, who is certainly
a.major author in terms of sales but is not often mentioned in the top
ranks. It included a& Trivia Quiz with questions I might have been able to
anser if I'd read any lorton recently ("What was the name of Captain
Jellico's pet hoobat?"). I entered the Cosmic Encounters tournament that
evening for the hell of it, and won my first round game, mainly because
the guy I got my Tifth base from felt honor--bound not to point out to the
others that I already had four, so they all allied with me. The second
game didn‘*t go =o well, but I made the cut into the second round (which was
the following day, but I didn't go becauss I lost track of what time it wasj.
I also met the Clones at this tournament,

" At the filksing that night, I heard a superb sang aboul Apollic 13, to
the tune of “The Wreck of the Edmund iitzgerald." I1°'d thought nothing
could tep "The Wreck of the Imperizl Death Star," but was wrong though
both are better then the original song vy Lightfoot)., I remember only one
haurting phrase from the sorg: "...in fact, and not fiction." I also
learned a nzw torm: "ose," meaning morbid/depressing, when someone sang
an extremely “"ose" song about a dog killed in a battle. The con suite that
night was infested with balloons saying, "Blame me- I could have voted for
Detroit."” The filksing was later invaded by thet well-known kKidwestern
fan-turned-author, Fobert Headache, who proceeded to inflict his Songs of
the Dark Whore upon us.

On Saturday morning, Beki went out to breaklast with some friends,
and accidentelly left her wallet in their car. About a half hour later,
she realiized this and went to get it, but all the money had been siolen,
and it had been rifled for credi* cards. (I almost wish we'd had some- it
would have increased the odds of catching the bastard.) Now the people
at the parking garage had told us that the valet-only parking system had
been instituted because a lot of things were being stolen from cars- so
who ripped us off? Unless someone got past them, it had to be the valet,
Hotel Security didn't even make much of a show of doing anything about this.

That afternoon, I checked out the Huckster room and movie exhibits,
picking up lots of freebie promo buttons. I also stoocd in line for over
an hour to et the autograph of Gene Wolfe, one of the supreme stylists
in science fiction today, who locks like an overworked accountant. This
was the only really long autograph line I had to stand in, apparently
because Wolfe was talking to people for minutes at 2 %time in the line. It
turnsd out that the persen behind me in line was Dick Lynch, who told me

]

in great detail exactly why Bill and Andre Bridget get nominated for so
many negative-type “"awards" in fandom. Since I'm in APA-Q with tn§m, T
toléd him in turn of Bill's delusion that he can triseci an angle with
compass and stralghtedge. . i ) ‘ .
The members of the Church of the sub=-Cenius had been busily posting

flyers all over downtown Chicago near the hotel, saying things like,
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"I HAVE A NIETZCHE TRIGGER FINGER-- I'm the one who re

Reagan's make-up is Khmer Rouge-- and I play Jim Brad Ygaﬁggdt§§; Ronald .

Fen retaliated b t i " " Y ike a piccolo.
ed by stampin FNORD" all over the posters.

Saturday night was the Masquerade. I didn't go, because I was depressed
for a variety of minor reasons, but I regretted this later. I did see part
of a Swedish (real Swedish, this time) comedy movie called "Apple War",
and met an engaging young lady whom I was supposed to see again at the L-5
party that night. I didn't party-hop either, though. Another interesting
result of the Masquerade was a mention in a Daley Planet, the con infor-
mation organ, that one Lon Levy was entered., 1 went to college with Lon,
and haven't heard from him in years; had no idea he was a fan. My efforts
to find him at the con were unsuccessful, however,

The big event of Sunday was, of course, the Hugo ceremony. Beki and
I had mailed in our ballots in time, We'd had to rush out and buy as many
of the nominated works we could find- not many- so as to be able to vote
intelligently. The only novel nominees I'd read were Project Pope, which,
like most of Simak's books, had a lot of scope but little depth; and Down-
below Station, which was superb (though it needed more transitional mater-
ial toward the ending). Of the movies nominated, I hadn't seen Time
Bandits or Outland, thought that Dragonslayer was interesting but not top-
-notch, and voted for Excalibur. Raiders of the Lost Ark, I still firmly

heliewa, chould nat even have heeon on the lict, LA cagc con be mads cut

-——

for its being fantasy, but a very weak case, in my opinion. I didn't like
the thing, either, though that's probably because I was in a very sercon
mood when I went in to see it. (I seem to be alone on the planet in this.)

Supposedly, one had to get tickets for the Hugo ceremony; but after
getting up early to do this, I learned that the Powers that Be had decided
not to require tickeis. Apparently, there had been a big snhafu with the
Masquerade tickets, and there'd been plenty of empty seats- but some joker
went around selling bogus tickets he'd brought. Anyway, Marta Randall
was in chargs of tne ceremony, and conducted it very well. Xvery now and
then, someone would interrupt her with a little slip of paper bearing the
name of one of the movie nominees, and people would go up on the stage and
perform a little skit based on that movie. The only one I remember well
was the Excalibur one. DMerlin and Uther come on stage, and Merlin casts
a spell to make Uther look like Ygraine's husband. He starts to tear away,
then stops. "Merlin." "Yes?" "My armor's still on, Merlin." "Well, what
do you expect?" "Merlin, this just won't work."” "All right, all right,
but you have to promise me your firstborn. Ahem...Nay your armor be light
as a feather! Wait a minute, Uther, you have to make your saving throw...
ah yes, 53, that's high enough. Oh, and Uther?" "Yes?" "Ygraine's worth
750 Experience Points." -

When Randall Garrett won his award as an SF humorist, his wife accep-
ted it for him. She told us that Randall has for several years been the
victim of a debilitating disease that destroys memory, and that signs of
recovery were apparently false., This news sobered us all. Iater, Jerry
Pournelle arose to present a Hugo, wearing a T-shirt saying "Six-Time Hugo
Loser," and offered his now-traditional toast, "Money will get you through
times of no Hugos better than Hugos will get you through times of no money."
Interestingly, the L.A. people had prepared a publication called Fanac,
which contained a mention of Pournelle's brief speech and various other
things in a curiously distorted form which happened at the con-- but it was
written BEFORE THE CON. They explained this by saying that once you've
been around long enough, you know what sorts of things to expect. Fanac
also contained other gems such as: "Prizes awarded included "Best 'ET' Cos-
tume", "Nost Authentic Indiana Jones", and "Best Wings and Tits". That
the same person won both of the last two awards demonstrated a salutary
willingness to compromise on the part of the judges.” For the actual
Hugos, and several more interesting anecdotes, see attached Daley Planet.
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On Monday morning I ran into Washington-area writer Somehow Suedforlibel
in the huckster's room, and condoled with him over his failure to win the
Short Story Hugo. I also began teasing a fan friend of mine, who wishes
to be referresd to.in this connection only as "Griz," for what I had observed
him doing at the Australia in '85 party the previous night. Griz is one
of these guys who wears buttons saying "Ask Me- I Might" and "I'm Shy,"
but whom femmefen seem to find unbearably cute. He constantly flagellates
himself for not having the guts to take the initiative in such matters,
so it was somewhat of a shock to me to see him administering a backrub to
a buxom, partially disrobed blonde, Other guys kept wanting to "give him
(or her) a hand," but he discouraged them from horning in on the action,
so to speak. (With regard to the other Sunday night parties, the L.A.

Party was very laid-back, the Philly in '86 party had the best entertainment
by far, and the Atlanta in '86 party was too bloody crowded to move in.)
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From the flyer for "THREE-MILE-ISLAND CON":

"Blackhole Party featuring the Schwartzchild Limit- once you enter
you cannot come out

"MUSIC: The 0Oak Ridge Boys in the Klein Bottle Room
Atom and the Ants in the Radium Room
v.The Heavy Metal sound ol Led Zeppelln-in Tne Convalinnent Vessel
"Half-lives are better than no lives at all!

"Select the fittest...Darwinian Jeans! Look for the double helix on
the pocket!!! Jeans by Mendel and Calvin Clone...

: "Livermore sandwiches, Ice cold isotopes, Charm Pops, Quarks of all
flavors, Pions 2 la mode, Tokemak donuts- get 'em while they're HCT, Patty
meltdown sandwiches, Eggs over AEC, Lemb Curie, Mushroom clouds, Av gadro
guacamole, Fission chips, and Plasma Punch - hop, skip, and go critical.

"We hope to megaton of money to free the Carbon 14 and the Strontium 90.,"
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Monday's most interesting event was the "Hogu Awards Ranquet." “We
researched through thousands of dusty~old fanzines to discover that the
award was named after Hogu Chabsnerg, the founder of modern Sinus Friction
(never call it "Si-Fri"!)...A Pole Tax has been added, so if you are either
part or fully Polish you will need to send in some extra money, unless of
course you don't want to...Ballot stuffing is mandatory, so stuff it!...
Voting is by the AUSTRIAN BALLOT SYSTEM: Vote often and secretly, but we
decice the results in an independant closed caucus so as not to be unduly
influenced by the actual vote. The Hogu consists c¢f a charred block of
virgin pinewood, a fine romantic symbolization of a rocket take-off."
Categories included Worst Fanzine Title (Uncle Dick's Little Thing, Private
Heat, Intergalactic Staerbarn, Dillinger's Relic, Enemaster), Best Traumatic
Presentation (Modern Egyptizn Election Methods, Air Florida's 14th St.
Special, Polish Law & Order, The Xlaus Trial, The End of the Space Age,
Central American Domino Theory, Argentina‘'s Fleecing the Falklands), and
Best Dead Writer (lMust be living to qualify) (Lin Carter, Glen larson,
Barry Malzberg, John Norman Nailer, Noah Ward). The Deposed Dictator's
Award went to a write-in candidate, Margaret Trudeau. There were also
several Puns Based on Movies awards: "I'm past Karen" and "Tanis, anyone?",
and in the Most Putrid Scene from Star Wars III category: "Leia: 'Use the
force, Luke. Oh,oh,oh!*' *Chewie, I never knew...', and Lando being asked

to sit at the back of the spaceship. Gary Gygax won most of the Hogus.

The ride back was a royal pain: we were ail extremgly tired and getting
on each other's nerves, Cut-rate Worldcon attendance 1s not recomTended,
though 3t's certainly better than not going at all. A? well, the *83 '
Worldcon is in our backyard, and we hope to make '84, *85, etcs C.U, Thereil .
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Welcome to Anythlnv foes, a subzine of DIJAGH, I8 Chris " attern,
and T'l1l ve 0 for ol Tue jiaies played in tonis zine., Toe idea oI the
zine is inFgits title; I'll try anjunlng that can te played PBM.

Here are the House Rules

l. Some issues hlll have a secticn descriving new games and
their PBI rules, . Send in a letter heniing the 781e you want into and
containing the gamefce., OQuce I have all the pecplﬁ necegsary to nley
the zame, I will run a notice in the new g22es section anncuncing
the players and their positions (which will be deternined raudouly)
and king for the first ioves,

- “2. Requests will be talken for the nevw zame section.

3. Game fess are d**L““ePt for each rgane and will be announced
:Wltb the gane they apon to.

4, Gane fees for ca 1celled zamez 2nd ganes filled when the apuliic-
~ation arrives will be refunded. In adcitio n, a player nay withdiraw
from a zame anytime before it sturts, and be will bLe refunded his
gamefee., Gamefees for zanes in which the EV‘"er nas alrecdy sent
in a nove will not be refunded under any circumsiances.

5. The subzine will run in all issues of DluuG{, and the due
date for 21l noves in all games in the zine will be given on tue
rnacs thead,

6, If I have not received a plaver's rove by the due date, I
will call bin once collect, .If I do not successTully contact hin,
bis move will carry the notation MR (no noves %eCFlva4/, and ncne
of uis units or rorces will de anything.

Te I 2 vlayer IIR's twice in a single galie, he is considerad to
have quit tLat gane, and a revplacement will Te found for himg

8, Rerlacenments for nlayers who qui’, whether toefpl: mers quit
by their owm statenent or by rule 7, apply exactly as 1£ Tor a uew
game., However, there is no gamefee. Reguests for replaceuent pogi-
tions are taiten on a first come, TFirst served bases, and all applica-
ticns should contain a rove for that position Tor Loe next turn,

9. Dlayers should serd in uhelr Full dureuSﬁs and pPho one nlmuers,

and try to.keep me updated-on-such-maticrse - T
£1 zirExEaddress is Christopuer J, Mattern
Rto 3, Box 280
’urrentdn, Va, 22186
(703) 347-1961

11, If I, as GM, make an exrror in & move of any gane, Llease
contact me at once. I will get in touch with the players concerned,
If an error 1s not corrected by the time the next issue goes out, it
will stand as puol$oned so pay close attention to tﬂe roves.

12, 4 copy of any back issue or any PoSM rules being used nay
be obtained by & request and = postase Tee of 25¢.

13. Press for any ganes will be taken fron anyone, wnether an
actual plaryer in the zame concerned or not, .0 restirvictions or edit~
orial werd will ue apllied +o press except xxx that <the byline 1IBZ
(liy Excellent and Really Devastating Editorials) is reserved *to the
gamenaster, and no player may use it.

I an running inythins Goes for one primary reason. Pressd
Preos. PRESD. I will run a ~ane of chinese checkers 1if +ha ~1nwamn

VAR ucdoy$Per artlcies, oatilerield orders or reperts, fiction-like
SCenes, or whatever, but WRITE ME PRE3S!

One last note. Don't send me requests fo-
varlanis: That's what we have DIJLGH for. Send
use the business),

oicmacy or Di
en o Glen (he can
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The TH! rules used r this ﬂane will be Jokn Bosrdman'!s .l asg
-pub¢1oheu in [LLOVZS #52, Eu rules ay vte obtained from me Ior tue usual
posba*e fee of 25¢ (see Zouse Rule #12) if you don't have that issue
of 1.OVES. The scenario vlarved will De llillenium. All ordiocnal rules
w771 be used. The gaefee will be 55 =
ST.RFCRCZ :

No POl rules for this gane are really 'required. Siuply send in
the Siliove vlotw to me. To save tine, all tactical situations occuring
dn a sinzle gane=turn will be resolved simsultaneously. ote that 1f a
battle occurs, there will De one mailling belore any combatl bezins so
thot elither or both players nay call in reserve stariorces. The scenario
played will Ye Scenaric 5: LE¥Chal=dab Contact, and it will Ge aiwarcea
Garie with full optional rules (except sey aentlal play). Tune samefee
will be $6.

Christ's Closing Comnents (€€C): This will be a cclumm as the end of
each zine. Tt will conteln address cunange, important nCulCeS, and
yE¥¥xxvarious ranblings fron the Ganemester.. Hope therel's Dbeen scne=-
thing here you like, =Excelsior! '
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YOU “AI TRUST W?: USIQG YOUR REPUTATION

by Gre g Costikya
Reprinted from Urf Durfal, Crandson of Fouch # 48-49

W¥hen many players think about what sort of actions you, as a player,
are likely to tzke in a game, their parcevpiions will be irfluenced rot
only by the positions on the board and the current alliance-structure in
the game, but also by what they know about you-- your reputation from ’
previous games, and the attitude which you project in your letters and
phone calls, B8y projecting the right attitude, you can influence their
decisions in the direction you desire; the catch, of course, is that% vou
can't change your reputation in the middle of your carecr as a Diplomacy
player*, and you can't changes the tone of your letters half-way through
the game-- although you can, of course, use a different tone when writing
to different players.

DOCTOR STRANGE: My reputation, fer instance-- and tge reputation of many
Conspiracy players-- is that I'm weird., Conspiracy“ players will do
something stupid because it's cute, or try a strangs strategy simply
because it's amusing. Conrad von lMetzke will, for instance, order (as.
Austria in S01) F Tri-Adr, A Vie-Tyo, A Bud-Tri-- giving him Venice in
1901 and a chance to find another game in 1902-- simply toc see what the
reactions of the other players are,. '

By projecting a gonzo image, you can persuade the other players *o
let you do things they'd never let a straishtforward nlaver do-- 2= A

tance, there 13 a very powerful opening for Italy znown as

15
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the Key Openi:

—

'S
ng. This is: 501: A Ven-iri, F Nap-Ton, A Rom-apu; FOL:
»)

A Tri-3er, F Ion COun A Apu-Tun, A Apu-Tun. This gives Italy iwo bul}ds .

in 01 (Austria still gets one for Greece, 2nd poOS sibly a second for Rumaniaj,
~ oy 3 : e € N

and results in tremendous Italo-Austrian sureng+‘ zgainst the Turks fron
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02 onward (especially with Italian fleets maneuvering toward Turkey's
underbelly in the Med). Now, as a straightforward player, Austria is
unlikely to allow Italy to use the Key Opening-- the Opening requires too
much trust on the part of Austria. After all, Italy might always decide
just to stay in Trieste-- and since Austria won't be heading for Serbia at
the same time, Austria may not even get that center, leaving a very weak
Austria to face a strong Italy. But if you're a gonzo player, Austria
will be more likely to trust you when you say “I want to try this really
cute anti-Turkish opening, and I know 1t sounds like I'm setting you up,
but this is a really great opening."

Another thing you can do as a gonzo Italy is-- believe it or not--
get three builds as Italy in 01, In 501, move A Ven-Tyo, A Rom-Ven, F
Nap-Ion. Tell the French that you want to 2lly with him against Germany--
and you want to do so because you're a gonzo player and you really like
the idea of a Franco-Italian alliance against Germany because it sounds

So stupid and improbable., Tell the Cermans that of course your units aren't

going to be used against Munich, you're going to take Trieste., Tell
the Austrians that you aren't going to take Trieste, you're going to take
Munich-- and the second unit is there so you can assure the Germans you
aren't heading for Munich, Show the Austrians your letters to France,
and reinforce your argument by claiming you're a gonzo player.

Unless the Germans are incredibiy paranoid, tiuey'll belleve you--
with luck, you can get the French to support your army into Munich. Move
A Ven-Tri-- with luck, the Austrians will believe you and head south., (If
not, you've still got two builds,) And, of course, hit Tunis with your
fleet. (As an alternative, you might consider hitting Greece with your
fleet-- possibly with Turkish support.) Believe it or not, I've seen
people pull this off-- three builds for Italy in O1.

PLEASE DON'T HIT ME: If you have a weak position-- Florence in MACHIAVELLI,
to a lesser extent Italy or Austq}a-- or you're a novice, decry your
weakness to anyone who'll listen.” Gratefully accept the crumbs of alliance
that some stronger player lets fall from his fingers. Plunge into the
alliance with enthusiasm, obeying the player's commands generally (but
don't do anything stupid). With luck, you will persuade your ally that
you're so weak that you'd never consider stabbing him-- why, you'd be
annihilated instantly! A poor novice like you has to follow the brilliant
advice of a more experienced player-- you'd be lost without your ally's
advice! Your ally will continue believing this until the moment that

you shaft him.,

This ploy can also be pulled effectively if you take over a position
in the middle of a game. Obviously, you don't know the diplomatic struc-
ture-- who is in bed with whom, etc.-- and must rely on the advice of
someone who has been in the game longer. So much the better if you have
two centers and everyone else has eight. Claim your willingness to
"puppet" yourself to a stronger power, and obey his every demand as long
as he ensures your continuing survival. Under these circumstances, you
will probably never get a chance to stab-- working your way up from two
centers to major power status would be difficult-- but you will probably
ensure your continued existence, and may gain some centers, possibly even
ending the game as a second or third-place country. If possible, you
should covertly-- or, if necessary, openly-- work to establish a stale-
mate line; in a stalemate situation, even your piddling power has a chance
of participating in a draw (especially if the ally to whom you have been
so loyal demands that you participate in any draw).

GOD WILL GET YOU FOR THIS!: Many players try to cultivate the ;mprgssiop
of being a loyal ally who will never, EVER, stab anyone. Stabbing 1s evil,

R
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More, such players will suicide against anyone who stabs them, and threa=

to attack the stabber in any future game. “"You stabbed me," they claim.
"Therefore you are an evil, nasty person-- and if I'm ever in a zame with
ycu again, you can bezt u“at I'1ll attack ycu right off, Fur-her..rz, 1':

going tc do my best to hurt you as viciously as possible before I'm out
of this game-- I don't care if France tak=s all my centers while 211 my
units are off fighting you, I'm going to GET you!l"

One good thing avbout projecting this impression is that some players
will think they can play you for a dupe. Obvicusly, they have to worr
about what you're going to do when they stab you; however, in the mean-
time they can be assured that you won't stab them. They won't worry acout
the units you've placed next to their home centers, as long as you nave
a pseudo-reasonable justificaticn for their presence; and when you do stab,
they will be astounded., {You can try to preserve your reputation as one
who never stabs by "informing" your ally that you're about to attack him
too late for him to do anything about it-- mail your letter informing him
on the day of the deadline.>)

The other advantage is that your allies will think twice-- or three
times-~ before stabbing you. Unless you have scruples about cross-gare
negotiation (I, personally, have none, and think such scruples arz silly
you can reinforce their unwillingness to stab you by threatening r=prisa
in other games. Additionally, when you stab ycur ally, you may be able o
justify doing so as a sort of preventive retaliatory action-- "I knew you
were going to stab me, so I attacked you to rrevent you from doing so,
you moral leper!"

fod

STICK WITH ME, KID: Reing Michael Rocamora, Ben Zablocki, or someorne else
who is well-kXnown as an excellent player has its advantages as well
itz disadvantages., Ore disadvantage is that the other vlayers may &
you're too dangerous to dezl with, ‘ard rust be destroyed Tou 2
(This haprened to me-- although I'm really a rather mediocre p.
an Crigins one year. I was the only postal player in the game,
rest decided that, as I obvicusly knew a lot about the game, they sh
knife me in 0l1. They attacked my Austria with all four adjacent pow
except Russia. Russiz claimed he was my ally, but refused to move
his units in 01, "What, you want me to move outside -¢f my bcrders'
first turn? But...but...that's naked aggression!" A most

The major advantage is that you may te able to overawe any novices--
L
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or even relatively experienced players who are in awe of your repuszes
(Michael Rocamora, for instance, 2t cne DipCon picked up the 1st prize,
plus two Best Countries-- there were only two rounds to the tourna cnb)
Tell the players, quite honestly, that you '1l1 stab if it seems lwke the
intelligent thing to do-- but as long as it is in your interest to retain
the dlllance, and as long as they don t do something stupld, you'll remzin
faithful., Any reasonably intelligent player will buy this. Subtly imply
that doing anything except what you tell your ally to do is "doing someining
stupid " (Don't say "stupid", of course-- point out, quite veaaoh¢o]",
why the nove your ally made in contraventicn of your instructicns
stupid, and why it hurts the alliance's chances against its enemies
luck and skillful Diplomacy, you may be able to manlpulate less exp
allies, _

Another advantage to being a well-known player 1is that other good
players will treat you with respect. Other good pvlavers wnn't ha 2Frqiqd
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puypct tnemselves to you. However, they will think twice about "ttacklr&
you, and will be more than willing to form an 2lliance on a cautiocus basi

I AN THE DARK LORD: If you are a good player, you might cultivate <he




20

reputation of a knife-- one who stabs at a moment's notice for the

slightest provocation. ,(Gaining this reputation as a lousy player is

likely to be suicidal.)6 As a knife, you may find difficulty getting allies--
but your allies may come to you. For instance, if you are one of the four
Eastern powers and two of these powers ally against the third, you have a
ready-made ally in the third-- he may fear you, but he'll need your

strength,

In fact, your greatest asset as the Dark Lord is the fact that everyone
fears you. You can play upon their fears-- "Stay out of Sweden, you asshole,
or I'11l stab you so deeply you'll never get up." "Well, Joe, I've been
thinking of stabbing you. You'd go under so fast you'd never know what
hit you. However, that would leave me in a chancy position. If you give
me Rumania and Greece, I won't stab you." "Well fellas, I've remained
more or less neutral in this war up till now. How'd you like me to come
in on the enemy's side? No? I thought not. How about a couple of
centers, guys?"

A SIX-PACK A YEAR, SIR: This style of play is best suited to face-to-face
play, and really owes its origin to the style of Poker playing. The idea
is to imbibe tremendous quantities of alcohol during the game-- or at
least to pretend to do so., The other players will imagine that your per-
ceptions are buzzed and blurred bv vour drinkineg; in reality, you will
have built up a tremendous resistance to alcohol over the previous week
by drinking constantly. (Or, possibly, you have a natural resistance.)

A postal variation of this is to project the image of a pothead-- "Shit,
man, I'm sorry about those moves-- I was stoned out of my gourd all week,
and wrote them hastily three days before the deadline while sky-high,
Don't worry, I'm not going to stab you." Yet a third alternative is to
write all your letters in such illiterate Engli;h that your correspond-
ents will assume that you're a low-grade moron.

NOTA BENE:

This article is based on my observations of the playing style of
several New York players over the years., For your edification, these are:

DOCTOR STRANGE: Matthew Diller

PLEASE DON'T HIT ME: Greg Costikyan

GOD WILL GET YOU FOR THIS!: Arnold Proujansky ((deceased))
STICK WITH ME, KID: Michael Rocamora

I AM THE DARK LORD: Edi Birsan _

A STIX-PACK A YEAR, SIR: Ben Grossman

EDITOR'S NOTES:

1 Actually, you can change your reputation in mid-career, though it's
difficult. Bob Sergeant, for example, entered the hobby about the same
time I did, playing Turkey to my Russia in Diman's 1975GV (my first
postal game, his second). He stabbed me a couple of times, though I
can't really fault him, since I did do some stupld things, it being my
first game (I didn't even own a map when the countries were assigned).
However, he also stabbed people in several other Diman games, prompting
him to write his article The Stab: Act of a Moral Degenerate?, wherein
he tried to justify his various stabs. He also made a point of playing
quite a few postal games after that as a very faithful ally to try to
erase this reputation as a stabber. In a game at the 1981 DipCon, he
drew Russia to my Turkey, and I jokingly asked him if he'd like a taste
of his own medicine from 1975GV. He swore up and down that he was a Nice
Guy these days, especially when he played Russia. (And he kept this
promise,) I asked, "Is that a halo I see?" and he replied, "Damn right--

I had to work very hard to get this halo, too!"
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2 The "New York Conspiracy" was a grouv of NYC players and publishers
who, in the 1970's, produced some of the best D1p21nes, articles, and
press the hobby has seen. liost of them have since left tha hobh:r, thousgh
a few can still pe found in Slobbovia (see elsewhere thish). lost of
them, however, will now claim that with their passing, the hobby lost
most or all of its interesting reading matter-- which is just not true;
as Nark Berch has said, Voice of Joom and Zurona Zxpress give the lie to
this notion.

3 Ned Coltz specializes in doing incredible things as Italy-- in Diman's
1975HW, the game where I made his acquaintance, he tcox Nunich and Trieste
in 1901, The latter looked, of course, like an anti-Austrian move, and

in 1902 he went to Serbia (with no opposition from A-H, who bludgeoned his
way eastward against the Russlans) and succeeded in getiing Constantinople
in the rall- giving him 6 centers in 1902 with Tunis still neutral! It
turned out later that the whole Trieste-Serbia business was part of a
secret alliance between the two of them, albeit a rather unbelievable parti.
That alliance held togethsr for many years, though. Also, in Uberschrift
Game (currently being GK'ed by Dave NcCrumb), he did something almost as
incredible as Italy in the first few years. I don't remember the details
now, but I'm sure Ned will be glad to brag about them. (A Mun & A Gre in C1,

& Kathy Byrne did this in her first-round game at this year's Origiﬂs,
screaning, "Oh, no, I got Ausirial I'm headed right down the tubes," or
something %o this effect. Psi-warfare has always been her %peczal,y...

5 Another way to get away with stahs and still be regarded as a "God will
get you for this!" player-- albeit a slippery and perhaps hypocritical one--
is to ustlfy your stab by some Tiricky clause in your alliance with that
person wnich he mignht hdve broxen withont realizing it. Tf you do this <o
often, however, people will get wise to you and you'll lose the advantages
of this sort of image. 1 once played a face-to-face game of Jarlord, a
simple but fascinating game somewhat like a cross beiween Diplomacy and
Risk, with sequential movement {(and nuclear missiles), with 3111 Wulff ana
several other people. Eill and I had deployed missiles against one anofne
but he made me an offer that if I didn't.fire my nukes 2t-him, - he would
not attack me for three turns. As he almost always keeps his word, I
trusted him to keep to his half of the agreement after I kept to mine., How-
ever, when it came to be his turn, he informed me that he'd meant player-
turns, not game-turns (making his part of the agreement pointless;, and
attacked me. Later on, however, he chose to strixze back at someone who
had attacked him treacherously rather than preventing me from winning,
which I did. This latter was certainly a case of preserving his image,
though I think he also might have felt a bit guilty for hoodwinking me that
way., ) .
, ((Note 6 appears on page 25.))
1 strongly suspect that this playing style works much better in pcker
than in Diplomacy, where you have to convince at least somebody that you'll
do what you say. Not only is a drunken player (or one simulating drunken-
ness) unreliable in the extreme, even if his intentions are good, btut many
players (including szelf) have esthetic sensibilities regarding what a
Diplomacy player should be, which are strongly offended by this sort of
thing-- so I tend to attack such plavers the first chance T eet, both
. - G ¥ . L e . - T ’ N
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When my last issue of Graustark arrived, I was concerned when I sa
that page 9 was entirely blank- I thought it a misprint. However, I i
roticed his statement, "Page 9 of this issue 1s devoted to an Inventaor
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of the contents of Bruce Linsey's brain."

I spent many hours mulling over this comment, and reached the con-
clusion that John Boardman has thereby earned the first annual Rcbert
Bryan Lipton Memorial Award for Emotional Maturity. Nominations for
future incarnations of this award (and "annual" can mean "when a year
has gone by in your Dip game") are welcomed. Send $20 to have your
suggestion placed on the ballot...

And speaking of Bob Lipton, here's

THE TUNISIAN OPENING
by Robert Bryan Lipton (Reprinted from Diman #29)

Being a gamesmaster offers one many chances to gain insights into
the minds of players. One of the things that astounded me recently was
a player's confession of his reason for playing Diplomacy. It was simple,
yet revealing, and I want to share this bit of useful knowledge with you,

He said he played because he liked to win.,

This information struck me with the force of a piledriver and set off
many conjectures. This player played to win. Could it be other players
also played to win? (This is always the crucial portion of a piece of
reasoning-- to jump from the particular to the general.) For many days
I struggled with this important question. 1 analyzed 1t Lo see il this
desire to win was peculiar to this one player. At length, I even asked
other players. Slowly a pattern emerged. Some people do play Diplomacy
to win., '

As a noted man of good taste and ingenuity, I decided to write an
article to help people win.

Let us suppose that you play Diplomacy to win and you are playing
Italy in a particular game, Are these two statements mutually exclusive?
No, for Italy has won games of Diplomacy. Some simple analysis indicated
guickly that all players who have won playing Italy have one thing in
common: either they controlled eighteen supply centers at the end of the
game, or the other Players agreed that Italy would soon control eighteen
Supply Centers., Could this be mere coincidence? I think not, for the
1971 Rulebook states in Section II that control of eighteen Centers by
a player means victory for that player.

With regard to the purpose of winning, we can make several statements
about Italy. We will all agree, I am sure, that Italy has several advan-
tages over, say, Albania in any attempt to win. For example, whereas
Albania has no Supply Centers under its control at the beginning of a game,
Italy has three, This means that Italy need gain three less centers than
Albania to be victorious. Italy also starts out with three more units
than Albania, and since one can gain additional Supply Centers only by
having one's units in those new centers following a Fall move (Section
XII.1 of the Rules), it becomes obvious to anyone with a modicum of tac-
tical ability that Italy's chances are vastly superior to Albania's.
Indeed, the records reveal, so great is this advantage that Albania has
never won a game, overwhelmed from the very start by Italy's superiority.
This may seem unfair, but the only way to have any certainty of not playing
Albania is to put it at the bottom of your preference list.

Be that as it may, moving back to the subject of Italy's winning, we
should next ask the question "Are there any other factors which all or
most victorious Italies have in common?" The answer 1is an unqualified
"Yes!" All victorious Italies, as incontrovertibly revealed by a pains-
taking examination of the records, control Venice, Rome and Naples at one
point or another in their games. Unfortunately, the records also reveal
that this is not an assured key to victory. A check of over fifty games
reveals that while the Italies control those three Centers at some point
in all those games, only six of the fifty-plus Italies eventually won.
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While this is clearly a helpful guide to the victory-seeking Italian
player-- make sure you control Venice, Rome and liaples at some point in
the game-- it would be preferable to find some other factor which has a
nigner correlation with Italizn victoriss. I thsre one?

Yes! In forty-six out of forty-nine games *to which I dedicated s*till
more intense research, the Italian player proved to control Tunis at somne
point. Ircluded among th?ce fortv-six games were all six Italicn victories!
Thus, the correlation wish winning nas increasasd from less than 12,5 0T
Italies controlling pnmv, Venice and Naples to better than 13% for the
control of Tunis! This is a vlgnlflcanu inkrease,

I therefore submit that the Italian player who seeks victory should
try to take Tunis., ‘

It is, however, very easy to say something should be done, but it is
often very difficult to state how 1t can be done. lany hours spent over
a gameboard have yislded an answer.

First, Italy should try to take Tunis in 1901, This may be greeted
witn guffaws of astonishment. "A unit," these doubtirg Thomases will gasp
between chortles, "can move only to adjacent spaces., It says so in Sec-
tion VII.1 of the Rules. Italy starts out with units in Venice, Rome, and
Naples., U[lNone of these border on Tunis. What you say is impossible!”

The superficial tacticianb, thoughtless creatures, simply overlook

entirely the vpossibility of a trllllant {(no, I am not being vain; this
stabexvnt is JUutlfl?d on the basis of observations of other players’
movements) c?fl“S of moves which can place Tunis in the grasp of the

crafty Italian o¢aver.

To take Tunls in 1901, the Italian player should consider t
in Naples. Section VI.3 of the Rulesbook unequivocally =tates that it is
a fleet,

iet us assume Italy maxes the followirg move in Spring 1901:

Fleet Naples to Tyrrhnei.ian Sea

A check of the resulting position on the gameboard will reveal the
fact that this fleet, previously not adjacent to Tunis, now is adjacent
to that provincz! I am sure that any decpnt tactician with The skill of,
say, Doug BeJEVIQiﬂ, can tell you that this fleet may ondeed be moveﬂ to
-Tunis, simply by writing the Fall 1501 order:

Fleet Tyrrhenian Sea to Tunis,

which move may be made in the ¥rall 1901 season.

Italy, having made these moves, will be found to be in control of Tunis,

assuming no other country moves to Tunis at that time, and of the forty-
nine more intensively investigated games, not once has anonther country ever
successfully opposed this move! (4 check of the possible moves, or a swg-
nificant portlon of them, makes it statistically unlikely *that such cpprosi-
tion is possible,) By the previously cited Section VII.1 c¢f the Ruil eﬁon“,
Italy now controls Tunis. The chances of an Italian victory have been in-
creased by more than 19! ‘

Careful study of the literature of Diplomacy has failed to turn up an;
article wnich names this sirong-- nay, powerful-- opening. I trust my
readers will therefore not take it amiss, if, in return for imparting tais
significant tactical variation to them, I assume the privelege of nanring
this Uambit.

Tn mama an onening, one should choogn 2 noma that So hath et

B U I R P P chiab I G0C suteeg i R, sedi .
Yne Junisian Onnnlng. Not "Roverti Biyan Lipton's Tunisian OpenNN'”; I am,
as my friends are all aware, a modest person, and seex not the laurels for
doing =ood to all who seek the goal of guiding Ttaly to victory. The =z
isfaction of a good deed well done is encugh for me.
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(cont. from page 8)

caused him to actively discourage new players). I myself would be glad

to assist your transition into the bizarre world of Slobbovia. For a

sample issue of the best of the Slobinpolit Zhurnal, send $2 or so to

Donald Wileman, 98 Sanderling Crescent, Lindsay, Ontario, CANADA K9V 4N2,

Or, if you'd rather see the current issue, send $1,50 or so to the Arkhivist,
Roger Oliver, 67 Franklin Rd., Denville, NJ 07834. (Prices are inexact
because they vary with the size of the issue, and I'm not sure exactly

what Don's asking for the sample issue.) The Zhurnal reached its 100th

issue last summer, so it should be around for a while yet.

# 3 3 ¥ 96 3 3 % S8 3 % % 6 6 3 3 ¥ 3E % O X F ¥ % ¥ I I ¥ 3 & ¥ I % o % on

I was planning to include the first part of a satire on mathematics,
but I have discovered that my copy of it is missing. This ticks me off
in the extreme, since it is a hilarious article which most of you should

love. Oh well, nothing for it but to ask Jim Propp to send me another
copy. 1'll begin serializing i% ASAP, hopefully next issue. This also
means that this issue should really be considered a double issue, not
triple; but that would mean changing the issue number and clever little
comment in the masthead, so I'll just not count it toward making the first

issue it appears in a double issue. Now I'd better get to...

YE AULDE ROCK MUSIC TRIVIA QUIZ

All you pseudo-intellectuals out there who sneer at rock music can
ignore this and go off and dc whatever form of mental masturbation you
prefer. For the rest of you, the high scorer on this Quiz will receive
10 free issues of DIJAGH, or the equivalent in Taylor Publishing Empire
products (such as YATAKANG, my SF zine for APA-Q, etc.). This can also
be applied to a gamefee. You get 2 peints for giving the title of the
song the quote is from (partial credit may be given for near-misses), and
1 point for identifying the artist (I want the person/group who did the
original version).

~

1. "The sirens are screaming and the fires are howling
Way down in the valley tonignht, '
There's a man in the shadows with a gun in his eye
And a blade shining oh so bright,
There's evil in the air and there's thunder in the sky
And a killer's on the bloodshot streets,
Oh and down in the tunnel where the deadly are rising
Oh I swear I saw a young boy down in the gutter
He was starting to foam in the heat..."

2, (Spoken) "This ain't rock and roll-- this is genocide!"

3. "And curtains laced with diamonds dear for you,
And all the Roman noblemen for you,

And kingdoms, Christian soldiers, dear, for you,
And melting icecap mountaintops for you,

And knights in flaming silver robes for you,

And bats that with a kiss turn prince for you..."

L, "Born in the heat of the night...when things ain't going right"
5. "Yellow matter custard...dripping from a dead dog's eye"
6. (Spoken) "I'd like a cold glass of gravy with a hair in it.”

7. "Cive me a job, give me security, give me a chance to survive, )
I'm just a poor soul in the unemployment line, my God I'm hardly alive../

8., "There's a feeling I get when I look to the west,
And my spirit is crying for leaving..."
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9., "You xnow the sheriff's got his preblems too,
He will surely take them out on you.
In walks the village idiot, and his face is all aglow..."

10, "Madman drummers, bummers, and Indians in the summer
With the teenags diplomat..." (hmm, not a bad title for a Dipzine, eh?}

(S

11, "And you don't need to wonder, you're doing fine,
Iy lord, the pleasure's mine..."

12, "Pretty women out walkirg with gorillas,down my street..."

CONTZST #2

Count the number of times the rame "lark Barch" appears in ng form
your copy of this zine. You must list the number of them on each ypage,

to rule out lucky guesses, ONLY A PERFECT SCORE WILI WIN (prlze is the
same as contest #1). Hint: Searcn very carefully! : )

Fll
e

6 ((from page 21)) Rick Crabill, who plays in the postal games I run ard
those Dave Nelrumb runs, is a case in point. He is a good tactician (well,
he miswrites an order once in a great while, but that happens to most of
us), but nhis strategy consisis of stabbling everyone in sight, He even
insists that GM's print the fact that he is a compulsive stabber in *he
brief bicgravhical sketches they do at game stars, Apparently he velieves
that somehcw it will increacge his chances of winning, btut in fact tnis is
why he has never won or drawn a rpostal game, It would be different if he
stabbed for the slightest provoc atlon, but he stabs for no provacation,
not realizing that an ally is often mucn more valuable than a center or
two. And, since he plays amceng a fairly limized woup of players, moz* of
them already xnow what he is, so he tands —to gev-wined out very -eaz 1y, :
15 exirem ely predictavle-- there are cprToJ reople he ha
udlng me), so given a cnoice he will stab then before anyone else,

-
<
.y

)

If you're an exceedingly dull individual, you may have won-
dersd why "Falindromic Press qallcation #21" appears on page 11
while PPP #22 appears to the leff Well, it's because the World-
con report leads a serarate existence as a Publicaticn in its own
right in several APA's (Araueur Press Associations)., It's =also
because I'm getting 1ncrcasln;iy desperate to fill up the rage-and-
a-half I have remaining in this issue...zh, I know what I'll dc.

A bunch of us were sitting around recently telling light-bulb
jokes: "How many Christian Scientists does 1t take to change a
light bulb?" "The lignt bulb is not out."™ "How many Jewish-
American Princesses does it take to change a light bulb?" "What?
~oAnd ruin-my nails”” o"How many John Bcardmans does it take to

#22 change a light bul»?" "“Two- one to change the bulb and one to

talk about it endlessly.” “How many psy vehiatrists does it take
to change a ligh*t bulb?" "Only one, but it's a long and tedious proce
and the light bulb has to really want to change."

So the:;: Carl Burke (I belloveT_;b&ed "How many immortals does 1t take
to change a light bulb?" and 3eki answsred, "None- they just sit and wait
for the roof to go away." Then we all started making up immortal jckes

O RS O M e
SO FEDO O C

".'AV*;"u‘r‘_Y\ ,j-'ﬂ. "'1""7 ""»"""‘7 Ny ‘.1,‘.- - 4'_,\,“,\'| ,/ B I N 7ﬁ+;ﬁ‘w;{\ ’f"’ff\"‘ ,}ﬁnﬁ,\Wh.
R R N U R N, i e e e e . . . s .

escape Co nulnonde erit. 1n9n we were off and ruanlng with "Wnat do ’
immortals take for a neadache?" “Ixtra-strength Tylenol wa>hed down with
grape Kool-Aid." I 1r LlCCCd my old slogan: "Join the Howard Families--
tne Immorval Linority," then 1 came up with, "Why did *the immortals create



turn's corn karnels?" "Do they could ~ome back for porpcorn
a:t,r the a.”

If anywxiy czn think of any cthers, YIgHAZL/ K444/ LY Ha LT iy
net submit them to DIJAGHTY
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