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DIPLOMAG

This is the bimonthly newsletter of the Postal Diplomacy SIG
of American Mensa, bringing hobby and SIG news to Mensans -
interested in Postsl Diplomacy and related events, The SIG
arranges postal games for its members, including first games
for novices, For SIG game openings, contact the Chairman.
Membeghip dues are $3,00 per year, Diplomacy is a copy=-
righted board game produced in the U.S.A. by The Avalon Hill
Game Co. of Beltimore, Meryland, Any opinions expressed
herein are not necessarily those of American Mensa, Ltd.
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THE MENSA #32 GAME IS NOW OPEN fer players. Stephen Glasgew of Willeughby Hills, Chie,
will be the GM, However, please send all intertiens te sign up to me. When I get 7
names, I'1l turn them over to Stephen, and he will then inform you ef his House Hules
and the smount eof his Game Fees. FKEach GM gets his own rules, deadlines and fees.
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DIPCON XXII A SUCCESS

Appreximately 55 people participated in the DipCon Teurnament, which was held &t the
Tewn & Country Hotel in San Diege, July 27-30, 1989, There were separete divisions
for such items as Regular Dip, Gunboat, Variant Dip, Computer Dip and & test on your
knewledge of the Diplomacy board snd hobby., There were 13 games of Individual Regular
Dip played (7 en Ssturday & 6 en Sumday). The winner was Hohn Che of Berkeley, CA.
Seven er eight teams played Regular Dip on Saturday morning. The winning team, called
"Cameron's Californisns,™ was led by Asst, DipCon Coordinater Ron Cameren. The scores
sarned in those game were not added te those earned in the Individual Division, But,
when.all ef the various Divigion_scores were added up, the oversll DipCen winner was
Old Timer Kdi Birsan. "The BirSauron," .as he was dubbed, was considered the world's
- best Diplemecy player back in the 70's. He now lives in Califernia, and came ocut ef
semi-retirement to participate in DipCen. ,

Second Place went te Jeff McKee, Third place te sur ewn Jehn D. Galt, and Fourth Place
te Eric Neuhaus. Hehn Che came in 7th. {Some publishers have felt that there should
have been more weight given to the Individual Tournement, snd Hohn renked higher, but
Iarry Peery's concept here was te find the eversll "Compleat Diplomat.® Don del Grende
kept treck of the scoring, which was kept secret from the players. A full repert en
the sceres will appear shertly in DIPLOMACY WORID and sther gines.)

P.S. D.W. #55 is already eut with the cemplete sceres, etc., including 15 pages ef
Dhetes. Price for s single cepy is $4.00.
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I ran the Variant Divisien, which consisted ef twe games of SkinnyDip. We werenft abl
te £il1l a third beard, In this variant, there are the standard 7 Powers, but the total
number of SC's is reduced te 24, Thus, it's easier to complete a game within the time
limits of & tournament.. Both games did reach logicsl conclusions without srtificial
time restreints, SIG member Rebert Cheek finished third in Geme One., BUSHWACKER player
Steve Smith won the second game with & concession victory ae Russia, and that gave him
the Variant Division championship., Copies of the SkimnyDip II Rules & Map &re available
from me for 50¢, if you'd like to try this eut on a FIF game.

The DipCop Society selected DixieCon, at Chapel Hill, N.C., &3 the site of the 1990
DipCon., This will also include World DipCen II. Overseas players are invited te jein
us, &nd severel British players have already anneunced their intention to come, There
is geed air service out of nearby Raleigh~Durhem Airpert, while Easterners will have an
easy drive down I-95 and I-85,

The Hobby Awards were alse snnounced, The Don Miller Award for Hebby Services went te
Doug Achesen, coordinator ef the Canadian Diplemscy Organization. The Rod Walker Litersry
Award was presented to the team led Rex Martin fer the special Diplomacy issue of THE
GENERAL in Harch 1988 (Vel. 24, No, 3). This article brought many new players inte the
Pestal hebby, The John Koning Best Player Award went te ‘arc Peters, one ef the "Had
Lads,” fer his win at the 1988 CanCon end third place finish at the '88 DipCen.

Ron Cameren digplayed a new trephy,te be called the Melinda Helley Award, which will ge
te the lady player whe hag perfermed the most participatien in the hebby each year.
Melinda could net attend DipCon this year, but it sheuld be neted that she finished
second in beth the Miller and Kening Award veting this year, The plaques fer the
winners should be in the mail by the time this is printed. (Hey, I'm the Treasurer
fer the Hobby Awards Cemn, The Treasury is now empty., I'd appreciate any contribu=-
tions from anyene to help pay fer the cests ef buying and mailing these plagues,

which has been ene of my jobs feor the past six years.)

Ren Cameren is replacing larry Peery as Cesrdinater of the Awardw Cemm. fer next year,
Expect te see a lot better publicity fer the Hebby Awards in 1990, Somehew, the
enthusiagm jJust waan't up t.o‘:ﬂr this year.

David Heed will be Chairman ef the 1990 DipCen Beciety Administretive Cemm,, which
will run the event. He will be assisted by Tem Nash of Bsltimere and Ken Peel of
Washington. Ken is the carry-ever member frem 1989, It was alse announced that
David Hood will be the new Associate Editer fer DIPLOMACY WORLD.

The new Orphan Geme Service Director will bs Vince Lutterbie. If you ever find that
ene of your GM's has gene bye-bye, contact him at: 1021 Stenshaven, Marshall, MO.
65340, for assistance.
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OTHER DIP TOURNAMENT WINNERS:

At AtlantiCen, in Baltimere, Md,, July 22-23, 1989: First Place = Frank "Baltimere"
Jones., Secend - Ken League. Third - Brad Wilgen. Feurth - John Caruse.

gp%:g:;, in early Juns, the winner, I'm teld, was David HeCrumb, “publisher of THE ~/
Aug, L-6,

At CanCen, in Terente, Canade,/Fred Hyatt (THE HOME OFFICE pubber) was the winner.

*® N % ¥ ¥
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wEMBEZRSHIP REPORT

Ne nevices, but we regained ene o1d member this menth. He is: Richard Yeung,
1789 Kirkwsy L., Lapeer, Mich L8u46. Rick hed been @ member frem 1980 te 1982,

and has nevw feund time to rejein the Diplemacy hebby.

We varely gain nev mempers in midsumners Fertunately, the SIG Tist will be printed
in the September BULLETIN. This alweys brings jn seversl jnquiries. 1111 be printing
the SIG's Membership List in the next issue. If yeu're planning te mesve in the near
future, pleese send me your new address nevw.

The fellewing peeples' SIG merberahips will expire 88 of Ccteber 31, 1989. Please
renevt ASAP. If ywu can send me $6,00 for Lue year's dues, 1'4 appreciate thete.

Jeseph P. Carsen, Rebert St ruwe sseT

1 THINK ONE FEASON for the recent lack of nev DipSIG members has been disclesed. It
seems that the overell yecrulting of new menbers into Metionsl Menst has dropped off
considerably jn the pest 18 months. Since & large percentage of new members, in this
and most other 5IGs, have cone from brand new M's, based on ghe SIG listing they re-
ceive when they join, 4% stands to peason that this drop-off would also gffect the
SIGS' grovwthe So, it looks like we're going to have Lo take the mpenbe rehip recruiting
4o our own hands. Most of you must know st least one other Dip player who 38 lensa-
qual:l.fied. wWhy not suggest Mensa menbership o yhat persont Mention the Diplomacy S1G,
of course, but also mantion there are about 150-edd other SIGs as well, I1f you want to
nelp us gein new members, you can write to the Ne¥w York office and request 8 bsteh of
ten Mensa brochures for no cheTrge. Then, pess 8 few of these out at games parties or
other places where bright people gathers Experience heas shown that nearly everybody

crazy enough to engage in Postal gaming on a regulsr basis is 8180 Mensa-eligible.

*****

THE RUNESTONE POLL RESULTS are in. The Tep Five zines were: 1. FIAT EELLWM, by
Don Williamsj 2. PLHELANDRA, Pete Geughén; 3, CAROLINA cMD & COM, David Heoodj

L. DENZENE, Mark lew; 5. PENGUIN DIP, Stephen Dornemans DIPLOMAG received exactly
the 10 votes needed to make the mein list, and finished 57¢h eut of 72, A slight
drep fren 1sst year, but welre net trying te win any prizes here. My oWn BUSHWACKER
finished 31ste The one real shocker on the Pell was the 1eW rating given to DIPLO-
MACY WORLD, which was given 8 36th place finish. Since D.W. finished Ath in 1988,

The Tep GM's were: 1. Russ Rusnak, 2. Prancois Currier 3, Andy 1i
. » . ﬂchctt h. Jim .
Benes, 5. Kathy Ceruse, and 6. David Heod. 1 was ranke:l 12th (dewn 3 plac’es).

BENZENE dees net c4rry Dip games, noT dees HOUSE OF LORDS (finished gth). Othexwise,
1 can recemsend all but ene ef the first nine finishers en the +g9 Runestone Pell a8
good places te play Diplemacye If you need any addresses from me, please ask, bt
it might be better if you bought & cepy of the current ZINE FEGISTER frem Tom Nash, -
5512 Pilgrim Rd., Beltimere, Md. 21214, fer .15¢, se you'd have @ complete list.

*****
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SIG GAI‘E‘IS_ REPORTS

ML—M' GM: Ralph Baty (by flyer) (See Pge 5 for list of lengeat games)
This 1s now the £1fth longest of @21 the Monsa gemes, reaching Fay1 1914, England

edted, Ttaly will ewn 11 SC's (+1) a5 of Winter 1914, 1o tie with Fre
Austria eccuvied st, Pete, te stand pat with 7. Engla;d is dewn 1 te 6nce

Mensa_#26, 1987 HY. @:  Bruce Poppe (by flyer)

Young's Germany still eWns 5, but A Bohemia has Just been annihilated, 4 2-way Italian-
Turkish Draw has been Proposed,

Mensa #28, 1988 a7, @f:  Tony Dousette, TH: CONTT NUING CRISIS

In Fall 1905, Frence, Italy and Russia esch gained one Center,while Austyia > England &
Germany esch lost one. France (Robert Struppeck) 1is top dog with 10 ¢ty having sdded
Holland to hig empire, Italy (Ralph Baty) captured Trieste to go up to 6, and second
place. Charles Byrne took over the "hopeless position of Englend, which still survive-
With one unit, Austpig (Eriec Young), which had been tied for 2nd, lest twe Centers
seized Munich from Germeny to remain at 4« Russia (Bill Port) regained Warsaw frem
Austriz, to hold 3rd place with 5o Winter 1905 Wag played separately, since there Were
80 miny adjustments, The Spring 1906 deadline ig September 15¢h,

Merigq #29, 1988 HP. oM John Barmes, N0 NAME FLYER

There was & one-month delay in reperting the Spring 1903 resulis, as John had been work-
ing 60/70 hours per week. Stephen Glasgow's 7-Center France attempted te move to Kiel
and Munich, but wag rebuffed. ITtaly (B{1] Young) now owng the Hed, with F's that could
g0 in either direction (5 SC's)s Iiss Shea's 6~Certor England is in second place., She
has just geigeq Sweden from John Galt's Rugsia, gnd moved into the Charmel, 1'1] have
more comments after the Fall '03 moves errive,

Mensa #30, 1989 Y. GM: John D, Galt, THE ASSASSIN'S BLADE

David Schultzt's France did get its 3 Builds fer W 01 after @ll, eo Frence has 6 unitse
on the board, stretched from Kisl ta Spain in Sprig 1902, The other 6=-5C Pewer, Russis
(Andy Tillett ), has invaded Nerway & Gelicia, England (Kurt Crake), playing 1 short
due to his Winter NMR, hes been disledged from Norvway. Germany (Teny Dousette) has
lest 2/3 of hig homeland to foreign invaders, but retains the Iew Countries ang Dermari,

Ne'll wait for the Fall results before makije a furthey anslysis,
Mensa #31. Boardman Ne. applied for, GM: Craig Reges, AGAINST T 0DDS

Creig has revived his old zine, which had felded in 1980, to run this game, The coun’
assignments gre: A=Phi]l Reynolds; E-Jim Zilmer; F-Erc Young; G-Derek Shirk, I-Tim
Shaw, R-Scott Purdy, and T-Scott Shacter, ipe Spring 1901 woves are out. Most of the
BeVes were the clagsical ones, with me standeffs anyvwhere, Burgundy and Rlack Sea re-
mained empty as A Paris went to Picardy and A Mun-Ruhr, Seme interesting Press here,
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CONQUEST OF THE NEW WORLD III - 19884Q weO3 (Hensas Variant #lh) WINTER 1625

SEPARATION OF SEASONS REQUESTED. ENGLAND AND FRANCE DROP; SPAIN BUILDS.
Current, Strength

ENGLAND (McCrumb): F Antilles (R) OTB. Remeve F's Bshamas 7 (=3)

N ' and Hispaniela, Neva Scetis named Build Center

FRANCE (Baty): Remeve F Csribbean 6 (-1)

PORTUGAL (Cheek): Ne change (ene unit annihilated). Has net 2 (~1)
. designated a Heme Build Center.

RUSSIA (Greaves): Ne change 7 (--)

SPAIN (Deusette): Build A La Plata (Heme 5C). £ (+1)

The lesses were mainly due te disappearence ef an Off~-Beard SC fer each Pever.
Everysne is new dewn te a single OBSC,

PRESS:

1ONDON (1625): The King is dead! Teng 1ive the Xing! ((Jsmes I died in 1625. He
was succeeded by Charles I.))

10NDON (Early 1630): "Demn Parlisment!" cursed the King. Den't they knew anything

sbeut fereign pelicy? We need te appease Frence seme Way, and sacrificing McCrumb

weuld be the easiest, They are such reund heads!®

"Byt Charles, as King ysu cén disselve Parliament and then teke care of McCrumb yourself,"

"Yea, thet's just what Cremwell and his bunch want. If I didn't knew better, I might
think Lhey were pletting & revelutien against me."  ({Te be centinued next menth)).

DEADLINE fer SPRING 1630 erders will be FRIDAY, Qcteber 13, 1989, Phene deadline will
be Thursday, Oct. 12th, at 9:00 p.m. Eastern Time. Pertugal is requested te designate
a Heme SC en the beard, even theugh prespects are net very bright. Orders slready en
hand fer 1630 will be used, unleas new enes are received.

% H# # ¥

MAGNETIC DIPLOMACY BOARDS FOR SALE

Eric Brosius has designed and built some magnetic sets. These consist of a regular
Cenference map attached te & metal cockie sheet, with magnetic rubber armies & {leets
in seven different celers. He hes "cleared" this with Avalen Hill, so it is legal te
gell them, Eric sent me & sample set to bring with me te DipCon. 1 found it & very
useful device, whether you used one to keep your pleces in place fer a Pestal game,
or for a trevelling game, such as st a picnic or in & moving vehicle. (We were going
te use it on the San Diego Trelley and take it to Tiajuena, but this didn't happen).

The price is $8.00, plus $2.00 for shipping within the U.S5. The shipping costs my
be higher to Canada. Te srder write te: Eric Bresius, 4t Hayward St., Milford,
Mass. 01757. (Severel peeple at Diplon were jmpressed, and erdered sets).

% % &

FOR YOUR INFORMATION, the three longest Mensa gamesg were:

1. Mensa ¥18, 1983AV, which ran to Fall 1918, and ended in a Rulebook victery for
Russia, played by Ren Brewn.

2. Mensa #14, 1981AQ, which ended in & twe-way Draw in Spring 1918, between Russia
(Rslph Baty) and Turkey (Ken Hager). ’

(ever)
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3+ Mensa ¥7 1977CY. This ended in Fall 1916 in @ 3-vzy Drew ame Austria (Line
Beaumoats, Italy (H.D. Bassett) amd France (Paui Funkenbush ), "¢

The shertest Mengs game ever wag Mensa #27 1987 IS, which ended with a Russian 20
Center Rulesbook Victery for Steve St, Clai;- in Fall,1905! i

Three All-Menss games ended in Fall 1907. Menss #3, 1975AA, vas a Rulebeel: Victery
for Austria (Bil]l Young), #13, 1980 KI, was & 3-way Drew fer A-EG (Relph Bsty, Dean
Hess and Ren Brewn), #2L4, 1987 AZ, ended in a Rulebsek Win fer Turkey (Steve St,
Clair). The aversge Menss game seems te have anded in 1910,

# % % %

THERE ARE TWO MENSA PUBLICATIONS yeu may be interested in, One is INTERIOC. This

is eimed st all efficers of Iscal Greups and SIGs, plus Precters and Gifted Children
cnrdins'—u'tcrs. It centains seme interesting materisl on American Mensa, including the
membe rship strength of each Lecs) Greup, and whst s happening at AMc meetings, Any M
DAy receive this at ne charge, Just send yeur subseription request te AMC Hqs, s

2626 E. 14th St., Breeklyn, N.Y. 11235,

The ether is SIGNET, a newsletter specifically designed for and sbeut the varieus 51Gs,
It's suppesed te come sut quarterly, but the August 1989 issue wasg the first ene in

quite a while. There are discussiens of recruiting, feedback, cepyright laws, and en
varieus "hew te" ideas fer running & SIG. I den't knew whether peeple whe are neither
officers ner ceerdinaters can subscribe. Na price is shewn, but if yeu're interested,
try writing ts: Cindy Meag, SIGnet Editer, 2511 N. Kentucky Ave., #10, Evansgville,

Ind. 47711, end ask if you can get en the meiling list, -’

L R S RS

Having £illed the requisite six pages with desthless prese, I will new turn te mailding
this eut tdyeu ASAP, 1Ir you're interested in mere histery (ska "useless trivia") abeut
the Diplemacy SIG, let me knew, and I'1 try te dig up seme mere., Yeu sheuld receivs

yeur next issue shertly befere Thankagiving, se yeu'll have twe Turkeys fer your
holidﬂy.

¥ # ¥ # #

DIPIOMAG - Mensa Pestsl Diplemacy SIG Newsaltr,
¢/e Fred C. Davis, 9Jp,

3210-K Wheaten Way

Ellicett City, Md, 21043

U.S.A.

FIRST CLASS Mak
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CONQUEST OF THE NEW WORLD IIY - 1988AQ we0O3 SPRING 1630

ENGLISH AND FRENCH SUPPORT BACH OTHER., RUSSIANS GET THE “BOOT* IN TEXAS, FIND
CHILR RECEPTION IN SOUTH AMERICA. SPAIN MOVES SOUTH.

ENGLAND (McCrumb): A La.-Texas, F Florida (H). F Bermuda (H). 1F Atlantic-Northern

(7) Sea., 2F Atlantic (S) FRENCH F Jamsica-Hisp. A Huron-Saskatchewan.

A Ohio (S) A Huron-Sask.
FRANCE (Baty): F Gulf (S) ENGLISH A 1s.-Texas. F Panama-Central Pacific. A Jamaica-
(6) Hisp. A Cuba (H). A Cartagena and A Venezuels (3) Standing A Peru.
IEOI;.TUGAL (Cheek): F Antilles (H). F Atlantic (S) F Antilles.
2
RUSSIA (Greaves): A Sask-Missouri. A Texss (5) A Sask-Mo. /d/, (R) Pueblo (only space
(1) open). F Falklands-ls Plata. F Western Pacific-Falklands. F Bo-

livie=Chile. F Centrel Pac-South Pacific. F North Pac-Gentral Pac.
SPAIN (Dousette): A Matto Grosso-Bolivia, A La Plata (S) A Matto Grosse-Bolivia.
(5) F Pampss-Chile. F The Nose-Shelf. F Para-The Nose.

CHANGE OF ADDHESS (effective immediately): David McCrumb (England): Route 1, Box 10,
Showesville, Va., 24,162

PRESS:

LONDON (the chamber of Charles I) (Cont. from last month):
"Sir, noe. A revolution would be unthinkable,“replied the courtier,

"Don't count on it. Now, do you have any ideas on how to sack that bastard, MeCrumb,
My father couldn't do it, and now I'm having trouble.*

"Well, aire, he enjoys tremendous respect with the peasants, parliament loves him, and
the Royal Navy would do anything he asked, probshly even shell the Tower. I recommend
assassination. We could always blame it on the French, or sven the Pertuguese, since
they stole one of our colenies.*

RGreat idea. ILet it bve so.®

BUSHWMACKER, CAPE COD, 1630: The "Pilgrim" enterprise iz turning out to be quite
succespful, Mr, Fitegersld reperts that booze sales to the dry-er arees are doubling
every year, A Mre. Smith has mede a big business out of making pwmpkin pies, Wild
turkeys have been domesticated in such numbers that a Mr, Perdue has been asked to
form an establishment te sell them abroad. And se many people wish to emigrate te
the area that an entire fleet of “Mayflewers" hms been Miild to carry them and their
househeld geods, 7This is semething to be thankful fer,

PORTUGAL has selected a Heme i3, but under the circumstances I won't publish it yet.
DEADLINE for FALL 1630 erders will bATUESD&Y, Novamber i), 1989, Telephone deadline

will be Menday, November 13th, at 9:00 P.m, Emstern Stendard Time, Everybody got
their orders in early this time. Thankyou.
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