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Well, bloodfans, heére we are with another issue of guts and gore. There is so
much here that I have had %to go to reduced type on a large portion of it. We

have 1977K in its entirety with final comments from the players. Some of you

newcomers may want to try to analyze the moves yourself, At any rate, I hope

you enjoy the wrapup.

And our new game is filled already, and I regret that I had to turn some people
away--even those who had expressed 'a desire some time earlier. I took the first
seven people to send me money. MNoney always talks louder than anything else.

We finally had our little get together a couple of weeks ago as Don Ditter, Vic
Carpenter, Larry Krauser, and two of my friends from the office came over to play.
My two friends had never played Diplomacy before but they wielded the knife just
like a true veteran. The blades were flying such that I thought I was in a Rus-
slan saber dance instead of a "friendly" little game. Don brought over his King-
Maker and we svent the last six hours trying to play that. Don won the zame just
as the rest of us were getting the hang of it. Seriously, I didn't know what I
was doing all night., When you invite everybody over to shoot some pool, beware
the guy who brings his own stick.,

This reduced type apbeals to me somewhat. As large as the last several issues
have been, I may have to change my format to reflect reduced type, It certainly
would cost less, thereby cuttlng my losses. So don't be surprlsed if you see a
significant change in the next issue or so. '

And Robert Lipton, in issue #89, informs us that soon he will be folding The Mix-
umaxu Gazette. I consider this a profound loss to the hobby as TMG has been one
of the premier dipzines for almost six years. We will miss you Robert, and we

_ bid thee a sad farewell, :

I regret that this issue will be goineg out about a week late. This being Thanks-
giving weekend my printer is closed not only Thursday but also Friday and Satur-
day. So this will not go out until Tuesday the 28th. As a result, we also have
to make our next deadline a week later. I hope this does not cause anybody any
problems.,

And now.....to the screams,

***********-l"l-l"l-**4**&*********-I-***-I-******************************************‘
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* DIPLOMACY is a registered trademark for a game invented by Allen B. Calhamer*
: E and copyrighted by Avalon Hill Corporation, 4517 Hartford Road, Baltimure,.
»*

- Maryland 21214, -
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1977CQ Thermopylae Spring,1911

ENGLAND BRACES FOR AVALANCHE!!

AUSTRIA (Ditter) : Refuses builds. A Con-Tus, F Aeg + F Ion + F Tyr C A Con-Tus,
A Fin-Nwy, A StP (S} A Fin-Nwy, A Mos-H, A Lvn-H, A Tyo-H,
A Mun-H, A Ruh-H, A Sil-H

ENGLAND (Sokol) : F Lpl r/OTB,removes F Nwy. A Swe-Nwy, F Bal-Kie, A Edi-H,
F Den (S) F Bal-Kie, F Lon-H

FRANCE (Morrison): Builds A Bre,plays 2 short., F Nth-Ska, F NAt-Nwg, F Mid-NAt,
F Bel-Nth, A Wal-Yor, A Lpl (S} A Wal-Yor, A Bre-wal,
F Eng C A Bre-wWal, A Kie-Ber, A Hol-Kie, F Iri (S) A Lpl

There is a proposal'for a 2-way draw between Austria and France. Please vote on
this for next time and remember absence of a vote counts as YES,

Fall,1911 orders are due by the deadline date, _
A A R W R R AN R AR N K SN H R R N R H U NSRRI N R U FRE RN R SRR NSNS

1977HP Trafalgar Fall, 1908
' THERE IS A SUCKER BORN EVERY MINUTE.

AUSTRIA (Crockett) :+ F Midrr/NAf. F NAf (S) Italian F Wes-Mid, A Iwn-StP, A Mos-
' Ukr, A Boh (S) A Si1l, A Tyo-Mun, F Alb-Ion, A Bul-Rum,
A Gal-Ukr, A Pru-War, A Sil (5) A Pru-war, F Tun-H

ENGLAND (McElvaney): F NAt-Mid, F Eng (S) F NAt-Mid, F Mid-Spa(sc)(r/Bre,Iri,0TB),
F Por (5) F Mid-Spa, A War-Mos{anni), A StP (S) A War-¥Nos,
A Fin {(S) A StP

GERMANY (Kodman) : F Swe-Nwy, A Ruh-Bel, A Mun-H, A Bre-Gas, A Bur (S) A Bre-Gas,
A Ber-Swe, F Bal C A Ber-Swe

ITALY - (Kelly) s+ F Wes-Mid, F Tyr-Wes, F Spa(sc) (S) F Wes-Mid, F Lyo (S) 7
Spa(se), A Mar-Gas, A Pie-Mar, F Con-Aeg, A Smy-Con

SUPPLY GERTER™CRART ~~ "~~~ ~~TTTTTTTTTTTTTTRTTTTT 1508
Austria: (11) Home,Ser,Gre,War, Bul,Mos,Sev,¥dr,Rum, Tur EVEN
England: {(5?) Home,¥¥#,EBLY,Por,StP,Z¥4,Bre? REMOVE 17
Germany: (10?)Kie,Ber,Den,Hol,Par,Swe,BFr£7, Mun, Nwy, Bel BUILD 2
Italy : (8) Home,Z¥r,Con,Ank,Smy,Mar,Spa EVEN

Please take note that if England retreats to Brest he stays even; Germany will
be at 9 but in eilther case still builds two,

Winter, 1908 and Spring,1909 orders are due by the deadline date and may be made
conditional upon the builds/removals,
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Prussia: General Bergoff has been put before the firing squad for not ordering
the 12th armored division into Warsaw. It seems that Frau Eva enticed him into
getting drunk and giving the dividion a 3-day pass,
*********%*********%**************#************#**************%******************

Advertising may be described as the science of arresting the human intelligence
long enough to get money from it.
--Stephen Leacock
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19’2821".:'2 Avocolypse Fall, 1902

RED OCTOPUS GROWS TENTACLES!!

AUSTRIA (Sherwood) : A Ser-Bul, F Gre (3) A Ser-Bul, A Tri-Ser, A Bud-Rum,
A Mos-Lvn, A Gal-Ukr
ENGLAND (Verheiden) : A Nwy-StP, F Nth-Den{dis), F Eng-Mid{r/Lon,Wal,Iri,OTB)
FRANCE (Shreve) + A Spa-Mar, F Lyo-Spa(r/Tus,0TB), A Par-Gas, F Bre-Eng,
F Mid (S) F Bre-Eng
GERMANY(Kendter,Sr) ¢ F Hel-Nth, F Den (S) F Hel—Nth; A Hol (S) A Bel, A Tyo-H,
A Bel (S) A Hol, A Mun (S) A Tyo
ITALY (Machir) + A Pie-Mar, A Ven-H, F Tyr-Lyo, F Wes (S8) F Tyr-Lyo
RUSSTA (Zornow) i+ F Sev-Rum, A Lvn-Mosg, A Ukr (S) A Lvn-Mos, F GoB-StP
TURKEY (Ledder) + F Smy-Aeg, A Bul-Ser(r/Con,0TB), F Bla (S) Russian F .Rum-Se
) A Arm-Sev
S ‘SOPPLY CERTER™CRART ~~~~~~""""""T7TTTTUU15p3
Austria: (8) Home,Ser,Gre,War,Mos,Bul BUILD 2
England: (4) Home,Nwy BUILD 1 (was 1 short)
France : (5) Home,Spa,Por EVEN
Germany: (6) Home,Den,Hol,Bel EVEN
Italy : (4) Home,Tun EVEN
Rugsia 1 (2) MEZ,ZE#,StP,Rum. REMOVE 2
‘Purkey : (4) Home,BdY,Sev EVEN

Sweden is still neutrall
Winter,1902 and Spring,1903 orders are due by the deadline date.

- ——— L S  —— e A == A = s W S G S e R S G M G S A R TS Ak S S o ST T AM g M N g e m s A

Constantinople to selected neighbors: Which is worse, a neighbor who never writes
or one who stabs early in the game?

363630 3 2 0 20 96 95 06 90 36 3 35 36 30 36 3636 30 36 96 46 26 4030 3036 96 3 95 26 36 396 26 36 30 36 39636 30 26 26 3696 96 0 96 2096 06 36 3909630 96 36 45 36 40 20 9 36 3040 24 90 3636 0 26 0 40 46 2 26
1977FL Cynoscephalae Winter, 1908
AUSTRIA: EVEN, Hag A Lvn.

GERMANY: A Edi r/Lpl,builds A Ber,A Kie,A Mun. Also has F Swe,F Nth,F Hel,F Yor,
A Spa,A Lpl,F Mid,A Mar,A Pie,A Tyo

ITALY : F Spa r/Lyo, Has F Lyo,A Tus,F Apu,A Rom,A Ven
RUSSIA 1 A Vie r/Boh. Has A Boh,A Ukr,A Mos,A War

TURKEY : Builds A Con,F Smy. Also has F Tyr,F Ion,A Vie,A Bugd,F Sev,A Rum,F Bla,
A Gal

ENGLAND: Removes F Edi. Has F Nwg

Sprihg.i909 orders are due by the deadline date. Thanks to Jerry Rogowski for

submitting standby orders for Italy, though they were not needed.
A M U N A I S AR I A I M W I SR A AR I A I M A M A M A A A 3 WA I I S M A A R A S A A

Unmentionables--those articles of ladies' apparel that are never discussed in
public, except in full-page, illustrated ads.
: . ---Changing Times
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1976EN Derelict Fall, 1907
HAIL! HAIL! THE GANG'S ALL HERE!! 1!
ENGLAND (Kelly) t F StP(sc)~H, F Swe-Den, F Nwy-Nth, F Wal-Eng, F Nth-Hel

FRANCE (Schiwautz): A Bre-Pic, A Par-Gas
GERMANY (Kador) t A Pic (S) A Bur-Bel, A Bur-Bel, A Kie-H(u/o)
ITALY (Berch)

A Ser-Tri, . A Vie (S) A Tri-Bud, A Tri-Bud,
A Pie-Ven, F Spa-Wes, A Mer-Gas, F NAt-Lpl, F Nid-Eng,
F Por-Mid, F Tyr-Ion

RUSSIA (Carson) :+ A Pru-Lvn, A Mos (S) A Pru-Lvn, A Gal (S) Turkish A Bud,

F Ber-Bal
TURKEY (Sokol) : A Bul-Ser, A Bud (S) A Bul-Ser, F Gre-H, F Adr-Tri,
: i F Rum-Bul{ec), A Ukr-Rum, A Sev-H
SUPPLY CERTERCRART ~~ """~~~ "~ "TTTTTTTTTTTT 1907
Erigland: (6) Lon,Edi,Den,Nwy,Swe,StP BUILD 1
France : (2) Par,Bre,B£Y,Vs¥ EVEN
Germany: (4) Mun,Kie,Hol,Bel BUILD 1
Italy ¢ (11)Home,Tun,Tri,Spa,Mar,B4Y,Vie,Por,Lpl,Ser BUILD 1
Russia : (3) Wos,War,ZX¥, B¥d, Ber | REMOVE 1
Turkey : (8) Home,8¢¥,Gre,Sev,Rum,Bul,Bud BUILD 1

We welcome John Kador to our little group, and I thank Ron, Bill, and Pat for
taking over the leaderless countries.

Winter,1907 and Spring,1908 orders are due by the deadline date.
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Warsaw-rFall,1907: Greetings, fellow European countries. You may not know who
P.D.C.C. 1s but.....you willll :

Moscow to Ankara: What's this we hear about the Italians not letting you visit
with the Pope?

Venice: The Derelict ship, having been abandoned by its former skipper, took on
a new one, added a bit more crew, righted itself in the water, and sailed forth
to find its destiny. Other WATERGATE abandonees should be so luckyl!

AN I I R KA A A M N N N R I A A A A A N RN R I A I AR KR E RN NR N

1977KQ Apcllyon Winter, 1905

AUSTRIA: Builds A Vie. Also has A War, A Sil, A Tri, A Tyo, A Rom, A Boh
ENGLAND: F StP r/0TB,removes F Wal. Has F Yor,F Eng

FRANCE : Even. Has F Mid,F Bre,A Gas,A Spa,A Bur

GERMANY: Builds A Ber. Alsc has A StP,F Nwy,F Nth,A Mun,F Edi,A Kie,A Lvn
ITALY 1+ Even. Has F Gre

TURKEY : Even. Has F Nap,F Lyo,F Wes,F Tyr,F Ion,F Aeg,A Con,A Ukr,A Mos

Seasons were separated per player request. Many thanks to Don D;tter for submitt-
ing standby orders for Turkey, though they were not needed. Spring,1906 orders
are due by the deadline date.
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Turkish High Sea Command: Up till now, the Turkish fleet has shown great patience
and restramnt in not attacking a mouthy French army and press. But now the Turk-
ish High Command deems that if England is to be saved from the Hun the French
must allow the Turkish navy intoc the Atlantic or suffer. Turkey is sorry that
the French campaign into England and Italy fared so poorly but to quote Italy's
last press: "Why were others so stupid?" Thanks, Lee, for an excellent defense

against tremendous odds.

Vienna: Held over one more monthl: "The Green Slime That Wouldn't Die"!
Rome: Europe's finest physicians continue to battle feverishly against the "Black

Plague" which has infested northern lands.

Paris: Remember, Kendter, don't fire until you see the whites of their eyes. By
the way, do those mindless Turkish hoardes have eyes? :
*************%%%%*k&&iﬁ&&%ﬁ&****%****%****%*%*%&&*i***&**********%***%***********%

D&L PRESENTS: 1977K

Spring, 1901 _Fall, 1001
AUSTRIA: F Tri-Alb, A Bud-Ser, A Vie-Tri AUSTRIA: A Tri-Bud, F Alb-Gre, A Ser (S) F Alb-Gre,
ENGLAND: P Lon-Nth, A Lpl«Edi, F Bdi-Nwg ENGLAND: F Nth-Bel, A Edi-Nwy, F Nwg C A Edi-Nwy
FRANCE 1 A Par-Bur, F Bre-Mid, A Mar-Pie FRANCE 1+ A Mar-Spa, F Mid-Por, A Bur-Ruh
GERMANY: P Kie-Den, A Ber-Kie, A Mun-Ruh GERMANY: A Kie-Mun, A Ruh-Hol, F Den (S) Russian F GoB-Swe
ITALY s F Nap-Ion, A Ven-Ple, A Rom-Ven ITALY : F Ion-Tun, A Yen-Pie, A Rom-Ven
RUSSIA 1+ F Sev-Bla, A Mos-Ukr, A War-Gal, F S5tP-GoB RUSSIA « F GoB-Swe, & Ukr-Rum, A Gal + F Sev (5) A Ukr-Rum
TURKEY 1 A Con-Bul, A Smy-Con, F Ank-Bla TURKEY i+ A Bul-Gre, A Con-Bul, F Ank-Bla

Winter, 1901

;:iii;;a (5; Home,Gre,Ser +A Yie,A Tri ITALY 1 (4) Home,Tun +F Nap
ane ' (5) Home,Bel,Nwy  +F Lon,F Lpl RUSSIA + (6) Home,Rum,Swe +A War,A Mos
ARCE v (5) Home,Spa,For  +A Par,F Mar TURKEY 1 (4) Home,Bul +F Smy
GERMANY: (5) Home,Den,Hol +A Kie,A Ber
Spring. 1902 _Fall, 1902
AUSTRIA: A Bud-Cal, A Vie (S) A Bud-Gal, A Tri-Bud, A Ser-Bul, AUSTRIA« A CGal-Rum, A Bud + A Ser {S) A Gal-Rum, A Vie (S) Italis
" F Gre (5) A Ser-Bul A Ven-Tyo(nso), F Aeg (3) Italian F Ion-Aeg{nso,r7aibj
ENGLAND: F Nwg-NAt, F Lpl-Iri, F Lon-Eng, F Bel-Plc, A Nwy-H ENGLAND: F Iri-Mid, P NAt (S) F Iri-Nid, F Pic-Bre, F Eng (S) F
FRANCE + F Por-Mid, F Mar-Spa{sc), A Spa-Gas, A Par {S} A Ruh-Bur, Pic-Bre, A Nwy (5) Russian F Swe
& Ruh-Bur FRANCE 1 F Mid-BreiriNﬁf%. A Par (S) F Mid-Bre, A Gas (S} A Bur-p
GERMANY: A Kie-Ruh, A Hol (5) A Kle-Ruh, F Den-H, A Mun-Bur, F Spa({sc) (S5) A Bur-Mar(r/GolL}, A Bur-Mar
A Ber-HMun i GERMANY: A Mun-Bur, A Ruh (S} A Mun-Bur, A Hcl-Bel, F Den-H,
ITALY 1 F Nap-Ton, A Ple-Mar, A Ven-H, F Tun-Wes A Ber-Mun
RUSSIA + A Rum (S) Turkish A Bul-Ser, F Sev (S} A Rum, A Gal-Boh, ITALY 1« A Mar-Spa, F Wes (S) A Mar-Spa, F Ion-Adr, A Ven-Tri
A War-Gal, A Mos-Ukr, F Swe-H RUSSTA 1 P Swe-H, A Ukr-Gal, A War + A Boh (5) A Ukr-Gal, F Sev (
TURKEY 1 A Bul-Ser, A Con-Bul, F Bla (S) A Con-Bul, F Smy-Aeg A Rum, A Rum (S) A Ukr-Gal(r/Ukr)

TURKEY : A Bul-Gre, A4 Con (5) F Bla-Bul{ec), F Bla-Bul{ec), F Aeg
{S) A Bul-Gre

Winter, 1902
AUSTRIA1 (4) T£X,Vie,Bud,Ser,&rd,Rum -A Rum
ENGLAND: (&) Home,Nwy,BAY _F NAt ITALY 1 (6) Home,Tun,Spa,®fri +A Ven,F Nep
FRANCE 1 (4) Home,Por,ggd -A Par RUSSIA 1 {5) Home,Swe,Fix ~F Swe
TURKEY 1 (5) Home,Bul,Gre +F Smy

CEBRMANY: (6) Home,Hol,Den,Bal +A Ber
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Spring, 190 Fall, 1903
USTRIA+ F Alb-Tri, A Ser + A Bud + A Vie(r/Tyo) (S) F Alb-Tri AUSTRIA: A Bud-Tri, A Tyo + A Ser(r/0TB) (S) A Bud-Tri, F Alb-Adr
NGLAND: ; N:¥-St§.SP Fic:ire. F Eng (S) F Ple-Bre, F Mid (S ENGLAND: F Mid-Por, F Bre-H, F Eng-Bel, A4 StP-Mos
talian palotm
FRANCE t A Pie-Mar, A Sps (S) A Pie-Mar, F NAf-Tun, F_Tyr-Nap
-Spa, ~Tun, F GoL~T A Mar-Pi
RANCE + & Gas-Spa, F_NAf-Tun OL=Zyr, A Mar-+ié GERMANY: P Swe-H, A Mun-Sil, A Bur (S) French A Ple-Mar, A Ruh-Mu-
ERMANY: P Den-Swe, A Ber-Mun, A Mun-Bur, A Ruh (S} A Mun-Bur, A Pic-Par, A Gas (5) French A Spa
A Bel-Pic, A Bur-Gas
ITALY + A Mar-Pie{annl), A Yen-Rom, F Adr-Yen, F lon-Nap,
TALY 1 A_Tri (S} Russian A Gsl-Vie, A Ven + F Adr (S) A Tri, A Tri-H(r/0TB], F Wes-Spa(sc)
F Nap-Ion, F Wes-Tun, A Spa-Mar RUSSIA &+ A Gal-Bud, A Rum + & Yie (S) A Gal-Bud, F Sev (S) A Rum,
USSIA 1+ A Uxr-Rum, P Sev (S) A Ukr-Rum, A Gal-Vie, A War-Gal, A Boh (5) A Vie
A Boh (5) A Gal-Vie TURKEY ¢ & Bul-Ser, A Gre {(S) A Bul-Ser, F Aeg (5) A Gre.
YRKEY 1 F Smy-Con, A Con-Bul, A Gre {5) A Con-Bul, F Aeg (5) A Gre, F Bla-Bul(ec), F Con (S) F Bla-Bul(ec)
F Bul(ec)-Bla
Winter, 1903
Tri -& Tyo,A Trl
AUSTRI;A‘ (1) Yfﬁ-ﬂﬁﬂ-s#’f-}mﬂ-_r Y ITALY (3) Home.,’l’ﬁﬂ,ﬁ'ﬁi.f}‘f -P Wes
- ENGLAND: (8) Home,Nwy,Bel,Por,Mos,Bre +F Edi,A Lpl,A Lon (i short) RUSSIA 1 (6) War,Sev,StP,Mdd, dHd +A War ©
1 1 '
FRANCE 1« (3) FA{,EF#.Fp¥.Mar.Spa,Tun  -A Spa Rum,Vie,Bua'
GERMANT: (?) Home,Hol,Den,¥fX,Swe,Par +4 Ber PURKEY 1 (6) Homae,Bul,Gre,Ser +F Smy
Spring, 1904 Fall, 1904

ISTRIA1
IGLAND:

RMANY

ALY

Adr-Apu

Edi-Nwg, A4 Lpl-Edi, A Lon-H, F Bel-Eng, F Bre-Mid,
Por-Spa(sc), A Mos (S} German A Sil-War

Ber-Sil, P Swe-H, A Sil-War, A Bur-Mun, A Mun-Tyo,
Par-Pic, A Gas-Bur

F
F
F
ANCE + A Mar-Pie, F Tyr (S} F Tun, F Tun-H
A
A
P

Ven-Tri, F Ion-Nap, A Rom-Ven

AUSTRIA: NMR! F Apu-H

ENGLAND: F Spa (S) German A Bur-Mar, F Mid-NAf, F Eng-Mid, A Lon-Yor,
A Edi-Nwy, F Nwg C A Edi-Nwy, A Mos-StP

FRANCE : A Pie (S) German A Tyo-Ven{nso}, F Tun-H, F Tyr-Nap

GERMANY: A Pic-Bur, A Bur-Mar, F Swe-GoB, A War-Mos, A Ber-5il,
A Tvyo-Boh, A Mun (S) A Tyo-Boh

ITALY : F Ven-Apu, A Rom {(S) F Nap, P Nap (S} F Ven-Apu

F Sev-H, A Rum-Ukr, A War {5} A Rum-Ukr{r/Lvn}), A Boh-Sil RUSSIA : F Sev-H, A Gal-War, A Ukr-Mos, A Boh-Tyo, 4 Lvn (S) A Ukr-Mo

iSSIA 2 ags-cat
A Bud-Gal, A Vie ($) Turkish A Ser-Tri A Vie (S) & Boh-Tyo
RKEY 1 A Ser-Tri, A Gre-Ser, F Aeg-Gre, F Bul(ec)-H, F Con-Aeg: TURKEY « A Tri (S) Italian F Ven(otm), A Ser (S) A Tri, F Eas-Ion,
F Smy-Eas F Gre + F Aeg (8] F Eas-Ion, F Bul{ec)-H
Winter, 1904
AUSTRIAt (0) TX{ ouT
ITALY Hom
ENGLAND: (9) Home,Nwy,Bel,Por,Bre,Mdd,S1P,S5pa  +A Edi,F Lon v (3) ¢ EVEN
RUSSIA © WAX,Sev,f%¥.Rum,Vie,Bud, Mos «A Bon
FRANCE 1 (1) MAYX,Z64, Tun P Tye,E TN pKEY + Home,Bul,Gre,Ser,Tei +A S
m » e Ber
GERMANY: (9) Home,Hol,Den,Swe,Par,Mar,War +A Kie,A Ber e r 111 my
Spring, 1505 Fall, 1605
NGLAND: P Mid-Eng, F NAf-Mid, F Spa-H, F Lon-Nth, A Yor-Lon, ENGLAND: F Sva {S) French A Pie-Mar, F Mid-Wes, A Lon-Bel,
A Edi-H, A StP (S) Russian A Lvn, A Nwy-Swe, F Nwg-Nwy F Eng ¢ A Lon~Bel, A Edi-Hol, F Nth C A Edi-Hol, A Swe-Den,
RANCE : A Ple-Mar F Nwy-Swe, A 5tP (S) Russian A Lvn
ERMANY: A War + F GoB {s; English A StP-Lvn(nso), A Sil-Boh, FRANCE 1 A Fie-Mar
A Mun + A Tyo (S) A.Sil-Boh, & Ber-Sil, A Kie-Ber, GERMANY, P GoB-Swe, A War-H{r/OTB), A 5il (S) A War, A Ber-Kie,
A Bur-Mar, A Mar-Pie A MunTRuh, A Boh-Mun, A Bur-Bel, A Tyo-Pie, A Mar (S} A
TALY 1 P Ven {S) Turkish A Tri, A Rom (S) P Ven, F Nap-Tyr Iyo-Pie(r/Gas)
USSIA « NMR! F Sev-H, A Gal-H, A Mos-H, A Lvn-H, A Vie-H ITALY 4 F Ven (S) Turkish A 2ri, A Rom (S) F Ven, F Tyr-Tun
URKEY 1 A Smy-Arm, F Bul-Bla, F Gre-Ion, F Aeg (S} F Gre-Ion, RUSSIA 1 F ng-H(r[OTB!. A Gal-War, A Lvn + A Mos (5) A Gal-War,
F Ion-Adr, A Ser-Bud, A Tri {5) A Ser-Bud A Vie-Gal
TURKEY 1 A Arm-Sev, F Bla (S) A Arm-Sev, F Yon-Tyr, F Aeg-Ion,
F Adr (S) A Tri, A Bud-H, A Tri (S) A Bud
Minter, 1905
YGLAKD: {11) Home,Nwy,Bel,Por,Bre,5tP,Spa,Hol,Den +A Edi,F Lpl ITALY . (4) Home,Tun +F Nap
IANCE « (1) THA,Mar EVEN RUSSIA 1 {4) Mos,dar,Zé# Rum,Vie, Eid EVEN
IRMANY1 (5) Home,Par,HdY,Ber, Swe, M, WdX -A Pie,A 5il,A Mun TURKEY ¢ {9} Home,Bul,Gre,Ser,Tri,Bud,Sey +A Con,A Ank
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ENGLAND

FRANCE
GERMANY

ITALY ¢
RUSSIA 1
TURKEY 1

o 4 B )

Spring, 1906
A StP-Fin, F Nwy-Swe, A Fdi-Bel, F Nth C A Edi-Bel,
A Rl -Kie. A Den (S) A Wol-Kle, F Lpl-Iri, A Lon-Plo,
ng Lon-Ple, F Spa (3} F Wes, F Wes {5) Italian F Wes
A Mar-Gas

F GoB-Bal, A Kie-Hol, A Ruh (5) A Kie-Hol, A Bur-Bel,
A Gas-Bre

F_Nap-Ion, F Yen-Apu, A Rom-Tun, F _Tun-Wes

A Cal-Rum, A War-Ukr, A Lvn-StP, A Mos (S) A Lvn-StP
A Sev-Ukr, F Bla C A Con-Rum, A Ank-Arm, A Con-Rum,

A Bud (5] A Con-Rum, A Tri-Vie, F Adr (S} F Ion, F Ion-H,
P Tyr-Lyo

Fall, 1906
ENGLAND: A Pin-Nwy, P _Swe-Bal, A Hol-Kie, A Den (S) A Hol-Kie,
A Edi-Bel, F Nth C A& Edi-Bel, F Eng + A Pic (5) A Edi-Bel
F Iri-Mid, F Spa-Mar, F Wes-Spa :
FRANCE 1 A Gas-Par
GERMANY: F Bal-Den, A Kle-Hol, A Bur-Bel, A Ruh {5) A Bur-Bel,
A Bre-H
ITALY  F Pun (S) Turkish F Lyo-Wes, A Tus-Pie, F Nap-Rom,
F Apu~-Nap
RUSSTA « A StP-H, A Gal—Ukr;r[Nar!. A Mos {(5) A& Cal-Uxr, A War-Si
TURKEY 1 F Lyo-Wes, P len (S) Italian F Tun, F Adr (S) F Ion,
A Vie (S) A Bud-Cal, A Bud-Gal, A Rum {3} A Sev-Ukr,

}_Sev-Uxr, A Arm-Sev, F Bla (S} A Arm-Sev

Winter,1906

ENGLAND: (11) Home,Nwy,Bel,Par,Brd,B4F,5pa,Hol, EVEN
’ Den,3we,Maxr
FRANCE 1 {1) MAx, Par EVEN
. GERMANY: (&) Yome FAX,B¥é.Bre -A Bre
. . Spring, 1907
INGLAND: A N S) Russian A StP{otm), F Swe-Den, A Den-Kie(anni},

F Nth-Hel, A Bel-Ruh, A Hol (S) A Bel-Ruh, F Eng-Bre,

A Pic (S) French A Par-Bur(nso), P Spa (S} F Mar,
F Mid is; Ttfallen F "un-Wesinso), F Mar {S) F Spa

ITALY : (4) Home,Tun EVEN
RUSSIA : (3) Mos,War,Fdd,¥IF,5LP -A 511
TURKEY 1 {(11) Home,Bul,Cre,Ser,Tri,Bud,Sev,Rum,Vie P Smy,A'Con

Pall, 1907 }

ENGLAND: F Bre (S) P Mid, F Mid (S} F Spa, F Spa (8) F Far,
® Mar (S) P Spa, A Nwy (S) Russian A 5tP, F Swe-Den,
F Hel-Kie, A Hol (S) F Hel-Kie, A Ruh-Mun, A Pic-Bel

A_Par-Bur

FRANGE

- B
FRANCE 1 A Par (S) English A Bel-Bur{nso) GERMANY: F Den (S} A Kie, A Xie (S) F Den{r/Ber}), A Mun (5) A Kie,
JERMANY: A Bur %S% italian A Pie-Mar, A Ruh-Hol{r/Mun}, F Bal-Den, A Bur-Bel
A Kie (S) F Bal-Den —_——
ITALY F NAf (S) Turkish F Wes-Mid, A Pie-M F Tus-L; Rom-
[TALY 1 F Tun-NAf, A Pie-Mar, F Rom-Tus, F Nap-Rom RUSSIA : A Nar}({ )A :tPi:‘los ::‘mi(;) A w:r = ue-lyo, ¥ fom
RUSSIA :+ A War-H, A StP-Lvn, A Mos-5tP T —==t
: KE - ' = ' b H b
TURKEY s P Smy-Aeg, A Sev-Ukr, A Rum (S) A Sev-Ukr, & Arm-5ev, A Gal TURKEY + F Aeg_éon r Adr_(S) P hog Eon P urciles, 2 Wea_Nid.
A Vie-Boh, A Gal-War, A Rum-Gal, A Ukr, {8) A Gal-War,
{S) A Sev-Ukr, F Bla (S} A Arm-Sev, A Con-Bul, A Vie-H, A Sev-Mos, A Bul-Ser, F Bla-H
F Ion-Tyr, F Adr-H, F Wes (S) Italian F Tun-NAf E— '
Winter, 190
ENGLAND: (12} Home,Nwy,Bel,Por,Spa,Hol
Swe.ﬁar.ére.ﬁig.' D&, f +F Lon,A Edi TTALY .« (&) Home,Tun EVEN
FRANCE 1 (f) Par — EVEN RUSSIA 1 (3) Mos,War,StP EVEN
GERMANYs (3) Mun,Ber,KI#, B¥d,Den -& Bur TURKEY 1 (11) Home o s geor Ser et Bud, EVER
L]
Spring, 1908 Fall, 1908
ENGLAND: P Mar-Lyo(anni), F Spa (S) P Mar-Lyo, F Mid (S) F Spa ENGLAND
] - 1 F Spa (S} P Mid bu
K :re g F Mid, F Lon-Nth, A Ed%-Yor. F Swe-Den, F Kie-Bal, A Ruh-Mun, A BeLféugT)A goffziés)FanidEs§_%i%3%%% s
AN Russian A StP{otm), A Hol-Kie, A Pic-Bel, A Nwy-5tP, F Bal (S} Russian A ﬁru-B AY N &
e (- ugen 4 SIRG F Nth C A Yor-Nwy e A Tor=iny.
FRANCE 1 A Par-B?r ‘ FRANCE + A Bur (S} English A Ruh-Mun
GERMANY: F Den-Kie, A Ber (S) F Den-Kie, A Mun (S) F Den-Kie GERMANY: F Kie (S} & Ber(r/0TB}, A Ber (5) F Kie({anni}), A Mun {
TTALY 1 F Lyo-Mar, A Fie (S) F Lyo-Mar, F Tus-Lyo, F NAf-Mid FKie '
RUSSIA 1 A StP-los, A War (S) A StP-Mos(r/Pru), A Lvn (S) A StP-Mog  ITALY ¢ FMar + P Lyo (S) Turkish # Wes-Spa, A Ple (S) F
- F NAf-Mid ra, ( ) Mar,
+ P Wes-Spa, F Tyr (S} Italian F Tus-Lyo, F Adr-H, F Bla-H -
‘"‘: %kb‘n‘ TS F Tyr, A Ser-Bud. A Rum-Cal, A Gal-War, A Bon-Sil, RUSSIA 1 A Pru-Ber, A Mog-War(anni), A Lvn (S) A Mos-War
r (S) A Gal-War, A Sev-Mog TURKEY ¢« P Wes«Spa, F Tyr-Wes, P Ion-Tyr, F Adr-Ion, A Bud-Vie,
SRR A 51} (5) German A Mun, A Cal (S) A War, A Sev-Mos
A War + A Uxr (S) A Sev-Mos, F Bla-Con '
Winter, 1908
ENGLAND: (12) Home,Nwy,Bel,Por, 3« ,Hol +
B ko pnrate ' A Lon ITALY 1 (5) Home,Tun,Mar +A Ven
FRANCE « (1) Par EVEN RUSSIA + (1) MZE,WAX,Z£F,Ber -A Lvn
comsar, (1) o .34 pon T (M) Eommaesenann ok Ak S o
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Spring, 1909 Fall, 190
_Fall, 1909

INGLAND: F Por + F Bre ($) F Mid, F Mid (S) Italian ¥ Lyo-Spa(nso), ENGLAND: F Eng + F Por (S) P Mid, F Mid (S} Italian F Lyo-Spa(nso)

1; E’““E;‘g' % ge%-gle. ﬁ glg-gun:\ ﬁ Ruh (5) A Kie-Mun, F Bre-Gas, A Pic-Par, A Lon-Wal, A Ruh {3) A Mun, F Kis-Ber

en-Kie, F_Bal-Ber, tP-H, wy-H, A Lon-H A Mun + F Bal (S) F Kie-Ber, A StP-Mos, A Nwy-StP

RANCE 1+ A Bur (S) English A Kie-Mun FRANCE 1 A Bur (S) English A Mun
LERMANY: 4 Mun-H{anni} GERMANY: No units
"TALY 1+ A Ven-Pie, F Mar-Lyo, A Pie-Mar, F Lyo-Tus, F NAf-Mid ITALY : A Mar-Bur, A Pig-Mar, F NAf-Mid, F Lyo (S) F Tua-Pie,
.USSTA 1 A Ber-H F Tus-Ple
"URKEY 1 P_Weg-Mid, F Spa (S) F Wes-Mid, F_Tyr-Wes, F Ion-Tyr, RUSSIA « A Ber-H

F Con-Aeg, A Smy-Arm, A Ank-Con, A War-Pru, A Gal-Boh, TURKEY 1 F Spa-H, F Wes-Tun, F Tyr-R F - -

A Sil (5) A War-Pru, A Vie-Tyo, A Mos-StP, A Ukr-War F AGg-Ton, A Gon-Bul, A ArmeSev. A Mosmir: 2 benchi.

A 5il-Mun, A War-Lvn, A Beh (S) A Sil-WMun

Winter, 190

ENGLAND: {15) Home,Nwy,Bel,Por,Hol,5we,Bre,Kie,Den,StP, ITALY 1 (1) YEA, Rd. WG, TrA, Var
Mun, Ber, Par RUSSIA ¢« (0) EAY

RANCE A
F 1 (o) ¥ TURKEY : (18) Home,Bul,Gre,Ser,Tri,Bud,Sev,Rum, Vie, War,
GERMANY: (0) pid Wos,Spa,Yen,Rom,Nap, Tun “

COMMENTARY PROM TURKEY

1 was nleased to win this game as I was quite unhappy in the early stapes. First, I opted for a Rus-
Tur allimnce, but I later was to regret it as Russis wae a poor diplomat. Often, hie renlys came one
. 'or two days before the deadline, if at all. This made planning very difficult, I decided to look elge-

where for an ally, and planned to stab the Russian at the earliest poasible moment., ¥y real problem
was an apparent Aus-Ita asllimnce. However, Austria kept trying to get me te mlly with him as he mis-
trusted the Italian from previous experience. I didn't like the attitude of the Austrian, so I made a
strone divlomatic effort towards Italy. My telling him of the Austrian mistrust helved tc cause him

to stab the Austrian. This made my position look a little better,

Meanwhile, the Enpg-Ger alliance was beginning to look very strong, and this again prevented me from
stabbing the Russian, Without him on my side, they {(E-G) would grow too fast, Italy was under seige
from France and not really in 8 good poeition to help me. 1 was quite sure at that point that the game
would end in a 4- or S-way draw.

Then England came forth with a very daring offer to simultaneously stab both our allies. 1 would hit
Russia, and he Germany. I agreed 1o this figuring it was worth the risk, and it would prevent the draw
I felt was unacceptable. However, I did not fellow through on one part, that was my attacking Italy.

1 figured he would bz my ace in the hole. As it turned out England never kept his agreement past the .
original stab, so I was glad tc have Italy on my side. All that I had to do now was wait for the richt
moment, Obviously, my timing was Tight.

I thank Jerry for being a great ally, I'm sorry it had to be him as my vietim. Tharnks also to Bob Ser-
geant for hanging on as he did. His offer to fight only England if I would leave him alone was very
important to my strategy. A tip of the hat to Steve for an excellent example of first class games-
mastering.

‘COMMENTARY PROM GCERMANY

T initlally wanted an alliance with France against England, I heard from Austria that he and France
were already allied--in the first letter. Phone usare beins what it is, 1 saw no reason to doubt it.
However, I 4id not care for the implications of Austria and France taking out Italy immediately, Bo
I tried negotiations with England,

England was very non-committal, which usually means problems. Then France attacked me and claimeq
Italy had given him information that I was going to attack Burpundy. He claimed.Italy had given him
the information over the vhone, I called the Itelian and discussed it. He nointed out that he never
used the phone in playing, and that had been my experience. Then in the Fall, after I told France I
would be ecovering myself, he moved inte the Ruhr. A rather foolish move, unless he was counting on
an alliance with England,

However, in 1902 England atiacked France with me and France began to suicide against Italy for some
unknown reason, In 1903, I had to decide whether to attack Italy or Enpland. I would have preferred
to attack England since my position was better arainst him, and he was the major long-term threat,
But ¥ received a letter from Italy stating that an attack on Enzland would be an attack on him. Eng-
land had made no such statement so I attacked Italy,

In 1904 I received a letter from Turkey saying that he would attack his ally Russia if I would stab
England, otherwise he threatened to throw up a stalemate line. I wasg noi convinced that Turkey and
Rugsia were in a position to do that, so I refused hias offer. England was evidently more convinced
than I was by this ploy because in 1905 he stabbed me. Presumably Turkey had written him the same
thing.

England d4id neot, however, have the armies to¢ make this stab profitable, and most importantly, he did
not have any of his forces on the other side of the customary stalemate line, To win, and Turkey's
offer was a race for a win, NOT a draw, England had to completely take my centers, and the one beleong-
ing to the French pupvet. England was forced to use the services of Russia, which meant that the Rus-
sian centers were going to go to Turkey, since they had no stalemate line there either, I told Turkey
I was willing to play for second, and if he would not attack me I would hold England off until Turkey
could achieve the win.

I did this simply because I do not like to be stabbed ineptly. A vear later, a stab by England might
have won him the game. At the time he d4id it, he was simply not in a position to win by deing it, if
I chose to right him.

I was net at my best in this game. At the time it started, I was suffering a temporary loss of en-
thusiasm so I sat back and let the more active diplomats take direction of the game. And that's always
a losing policy. I congratulate Lee Kendter on his victory, and assure him there are no hard feelings.

COMMENTARY FROM TTALY

I'm teo trusting for my own good. Who else still drives an £dsel, has a quadraphonic stereo, a three
dimensicnal 35mm camera, and owns 500 shares in the 5Studebaker Auto Go? But Lee played it well and
deserved the win. By the way, Lee, I've decided agzinst that Florida property you mentioned.

©A lot of the praise for a good game goes to the GM, a bad one can make the time like a spell of majer
dental surgery, without anesthesia. Thanks, Painless bMcLendon.
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COMMENTARY PROM ENGCLAND

T began by writing a 1ot of letters to France, Germany, and Russia. France and Germany both corres-
ponded at great length with me, and I agreed to ally with each of them. WMy early moves were quite
ambiguous; I made it a policy to tell éach of my allies what I was going to do, as far as possible,
in order to build up their confidence in my reliability.

In Winter,1901 I chose Germany to ally with “"permanently“--which means several years, at least. UGer-
many seemed the better cholce because he projected an image {which turned out to be true) of 100% hon-
esty, while France was too much of a realist and too obviously a dangerous player to successfully
project such a trustworthy image. I played honest with Germany, and would have remajined so through-
out the game in the absence of an opportunity to stab.

BUT, there was an opportunity, In 1904 the game seemed to have pretty well settled down into a dull
grind (as the GM's headlines reflected)--England and Germany were firmly allied and so were Rgssig
and Turkey. The game seemed to be headed toward a 4- or S-way draw. I would soon have no units in
position to betray my ally, and would have been forced to stal with him until the end. So I began an
active campaign by mail to persuade Turkey to join me in a double stab, he of Russia and I of Germany.
Turkey agreed. Had he not, I would have continued my alliance and the course of the game would have
been completely different.

The Houserules which combined the Winter,1904 and Spring,1905 seasons, and which allowed Turkey and

I to make our Spring,1905 orders conditional upon each others' winter builds, made the double stab
possible. If the GM has kept my original orders he can verify that if Turkey had not sent in the
particular build that he did, my moves would have remained completely loyal to my German ally and in

fact would have shifted me out of position for an effective later stab. M

With the combined seasons my anti-German Winter,1904 builds did not cause him to take any defensive
measures in Spring,1905--he would have had to have been psychic te send in the right conditional or-
ders. I agree that combined seasons are great for speeding up a game, but in this case they were
gomewhat unfair since they, in effect, gave the stabbers a free move.

After setting up the double stab, I went one step furtiher and atabbed a stabber. 1 sent complgte
information about Turkey's intentions to Russia, along with suggested countermeasures for Russia to -
protect himself. Had he taken my advice, I think that I had a good chance to roll over Germany yxth

my stab while Turkey would have been stalled and would have made esgsentially no progress. I bvelieved

that T had a gehuine chance for a quick win--until I saw the zine and read that Russia had NMMR'ed and
dropped out! That action went a long way toward determining the outcome of the game.

I tried to ally with the new Russian player and get his aid against Germany, but he was hesitant and
1t ended up taking me several years lénger than I had planned to Teduce the German forces sufficient-
ly. fTurkey, in the meantime, made great progress agalnat weak Russian defense and simultaneously
managed to enlist Italy as a puppet, X suppese in exchange for some small favors (perhaps Italy or
Turkey will explain). My last chance to stop the Turkish win was in 1908, but my pleas with Italy to
joln me and form a stalemate line and a J-way draw falled. I don't know why Italy refused to go for
the draw with me, and accepted a i-unit finish inatead; Turkey's intentlons were obvious. Ferhaps my
correspondence was insufficlently persuasive--I tried as best as I could.

That's the game as I saw lt--an ambiguous opening which let me choose my ally as late as possible, a
loyal middlegame in which we made progress together, a double-stab that could have been & triple-stab
but for an NMR, and an unfortunate (for me) endzame. Besides the demire to win, & major motivation
on my part {and probably on Turkey's part) for the stab was the goal of making this a more exciting
“demo™ game for the GM's zine, Perhaps we Buccaedad.,

In closing, 1 would like to publicly apslogize to Hob Sergeant for betraying him so viclously(?),
Bob, I like you & lot, more than anyone else I've met by mall in this hobby. Your honesty-mbove-all
strategy will pay dividends in the long run, in terms of batter alliances and higher averaze results.
1 would only suggest that you not frust your alliea quite &8 much as you trusted me--most of them
(like me) will repay your honesty m& long as you don't tempt them tooc much. You can certainly argue
that we both would have done better had I not stabbed you--we did have 1B centers between us in 1904,
and the game result is evidence for your argument, But I think that my expected result (had Russia
not dropped out in Spring,1905) from the stab made my cholce justified. Maybe I'm wrong. In any
event, I hope we can stlll be friends, Bob.

I alpe want to thank Frank Mcllvaine for getting my part of the board off to an interesting start,
and to thank Don Ditter for beinpg such a fine ally for the last half of the game. My congratulations
to Lea Kendter,Sr for e nice winl

This is my last game of Diplomacy, and I'm glad to see it over. I think that Diplomacy and the Dip-
lomacy concept {simultaneous movement, no random facters, multi-player alliancesg is probavly the
most significant gaming development of the past few centuries, and I wish the hobby well, But I find
that I no longer have sufficlient free time and energy to give the game the exiended correspondence
and attention it deserves if it is to be really well-played. (My double/triple stab of 1905 was my
last burst of effort). .

I*ve alsco become absorbed in what I think of as the most significant gaming development of the last
few millenia--the game of go. Go tales simplicity of structure to its peak; the game 1s an extraor-
dinary example "much out of little", to gquote John Wheeler., Go 1s what chess should have been and
isn't--it emphasizes positional play and pattern recognition, not tactical tree-searching. The best
computer chess programs have almost reached master level; the best go programs are utter novices that
a person can best after playing the game for only a few hours.

I could try to say more about go, but it probadbly wouldn't make much sense unless the reader knows the
game, and I won't make you type it up, Steve. I'd like te thank you for an excellently run Diplomacy
game--you're on a par with John Boardman as a great GM, and your zine is always a pleasure to read,

9
#AE

Well, there you have it., I am very humbled by all the nice compliments, but be-~

lieve me this game was my pleasure.

of guys,

Lakofka.

It was really hard fought by a class group

It saddens me that HMark is leaving the hobby, I wish it were not so.
You're a fine player, Mark--one of the best. We will miss you. So much talent
has been lost to the hobby during the past 3 or 4 years; I fear our little organ-
ization may be crumbling.

Gone are Buchanan, Boyer, Birsan, Rocamora, Pulsipher, Beyerlein, Calhamer, and

These talents will never be replaced, although some will argue that the
last one doesn't need to.




ULl cesWil AU LIS

Wil :
LR S

¥rom Rod Walker:

iy T

LETTERS

Dear Steves

This will not be short. DL 25 is here today and this is a
responses  Craig Reges' comrents are valid (and he's after zll in
the rieht discipline; 1'm not), bur I'm not sure & 1ist of cxceptions
necessarily invalidires a vhole point., | did, I confess, guite forpet
the fact vhat nmany wicro-orpanieims produce toxins. Even so, 1 still
contend thar we nust net assume that the medical science of an alien
culture will he of much bepelit ro us.

In a recent article, Isanc Asinov estimaves there may be currently
in the paltaxy sora 50,000,000 cultures more advanced thgn ours.  You
ask 1f there wirht not be ar lesst } which understinds (or could under-
stand} Man., It's quite possible they all understand us...which would
certainly explain why they are having nothing to deo with us.

Whether the USSR is teday significantiy more powerful rthan China
is 8 moor point. China's reinvestment rate was approaching 30% at the
end of the last decade, . -:ich is phenomenal, I would puess Lhat a
strategte military supericrity aver Rossia will be achieved by the PRS
nat later than 1981/35. .

Russia's chances ot winning a Sino-Soviet war diminish epach year.
Siberia ts sparsely populated, and rhe people of Central Asia are bot
exactly rreat lovers of rhe Russians. by estimate is that the Chinese
will have little ditfficulty reaching roc Urals.

Whether fhe Russians are "desperate” depoends on Row you define cthe
rerm. The USSR pow _has rore foree ar the Chinese frontier than in
Eurcope. She is buildine mitirary highways in Central Asia as last as
possible. She is bending a#ll her efforts ro crrate a stronp military

resence seuth of China via rhe Indian Ocean and Southeast Asia.
he Russians feel moro aod rore caupht between us and the Chineses..
a situaries nor fully appreciated, nor exploited, in Washington.

Well, on to thwe bible quotarions.

The correct citariag is Isatah 40:22, (Isalah 40 is the first
of the chuapters corpog.d by the Deutero-Isalah toward the end ol the
Babylontan caprivity.s In the Kinpeg James it reads: "I¢ is he rhat
sitreth upon rthe eirele of the earth...." The word "circle" mipht be
better translated as "sphere", true. However, this single passape in
no way shows that the Leutero-Isasiah, nror the ancient Hebrews/Jews,
thoupht of the world us it is, a plobe in space circling the sun. There
i3 encuch rarerial io rhe Bible to convince scholurs that rhe Hebrews
conceived of tne surface of the cartn as a flar plane.

But the word "gircle” or "srhere" here comes from a Babvionian
milleeu, and has 1o be understood frow the point of view of Hebrew
costolory as moditied vy zabylonian beliefs. The Hebrews carly be-
lieved in a universe wmich consisted ol earth in the center, heaven
arcning above and Sheel arching belows T?rmwn tnis surrounding
srhere the Sun, Moon, and five planets. The seven branches of Lhe
penorah cririnally co.mermorated the seven bodies just mentioned. )

The Babvlanians, however, posrulated seven spheres, one for cach
of the seven haenly boadies, one inside anothers At the time of the
Captivity, If not belere, the debrows adeproed rhe gabylopian cosmology,
Just as rhey picked up Mescpotamian crearion mytns, the tale of rthe
Fleoed, and so on. This pradually changed into a cosmolopy of seven
heavens and seven earths, and laborate descriptions of all of them
were developed. This narerial may stil® be found in a beok wnich once
had a hieh repurarion amonp the Jews, but is not now regarded as .can-
onical, EE Fonch.

Most of this cosmoleey is not derailed in the Hebrew books now
accepted as cononical. iowever, fie word "heaven" appears in the plural
quite freqomently in the Bdible, often in reference ro that cosnolory. In
facr, rhe verse vou cite oes ent "{It is he...that strercherh out the
heavens as a curtain, and spreaderh them our 45 a4 tent to dwell ins...”
That has reference ror cnly 1o tne 7 heavens, but specificually to the
lovest, Wilon, which wos regerded as a curtain wnich was drawn back at
nieht to ler 1he anon and avurs saine,.

Wnun the Greeks sdopted tne Babylonian cosmolopy, some philsophers
speculated rhat the heavenly spheres vibrated and praduced perfect
amusical rones, That's the oripin of our expression, "music of the
srheres".  Anyway, the passape in Isaiah is using "sphere" in that
same sense, rthe "sphere of the earth" relating to the sphere which
surrounds the planar earth on which we dwell,

**However, It vou wish to have it that the Second Isalah is saying
that the world is a rlobe, there's no real cbjection to that. He lived
in Babylon, vhich was s1i1l {in its decline) toe maljor center of ustro=
nomic research and krowledpe ol the anctent world. "Although rhere is no
concrete evidence rthut any Babylonian observers believed in a spherical

earth or 4 heliocentric Ylanerup;_sysrem. there is nnrniny to surpest
it itmpossible, either. T is difficulr to believe that rhey ceould have

acceumilated as ruch data as they did witnout some observers Lumbling to
the fart that rthe earrn, moon, and sun (ar least) were 5Eh9riou1 hodies,
The Deutern-Isaiah could have picked up that idea, possibly. There is
norting in rthe norion of o srherical earth which would conflict with the
essential Hebrew weltanschavune.  Anyway, while Isalah 11 nay or may not
have accepted the idea 61 a srherical earth, hls ideas were ¢rawn {rom
the Babvlonian millieu and nowhere else.

The passare you cuote xxxRfrom Hevalations stems ulrimatrely from
rthe sare scurce as rhat trom Isalanm {seek below}. 1I'd like to prefuace
bv ohs9rvin§ thar pulling frapmentary quotations froa the bible and
extracting “meanings™ tvrem them wirhout any repard to centext %not to
menticn the intent of the author) is a bad procedure.
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In the rraditional Christian context, "Rejoice, ye heavens, and
ye that cwedl in them..." is merely a poetic way of saying, "Rejolce,
ye anpels...*. This simplistic interpretaricn in no way does viclence
to the intent of rreo aurbor and rhe basic meaning ot rhe phrase,
However, the phrise actunlly has doeper meanings, in that it is
related to oriental nvstery beliefs. Epyplian and Babylonian beliefs
minsled hrowphour the ancient hiddle East, producing all sorts of
hybrid forms whose most important common {eature 15 that their credo
and cult were considered mysteries, vro be revealed to the initiated
onlyv. Podern Masenry is a distant and feeble eche of theose earlier
secyer scrieties.
in Ervpr the nvsrery cult was Gnosricism, and there was i Gnostic
branch of Chrisrianity wnich deeply influenced the early Church in both
pasirive 4od peparive wavse  That iy, some Gposric idcas were tahken over
by the Church, on one hand., ©Opn the other, some Church doctrines were
develoes spocifically tor firhting Gnosticism...the Trimity is foremost
ol rhose,
Cnosticism is a bewilderine complex of ideas and beliefs, some of
which are not mutually cemparible, Epyprian relipion had for millenia
been a process of foublethink in whieh murually exclusive or contradictory
ideas may be simulranesusly believeds So Gnosticism is rypiecally
Eeyptian in thar repard. The aosr basic common denominaior of rhe
Gnnsric systeas is the idxxxRax idea that God did not createqthe uni=
verse., Instead, God in rne way or anotrher caused the Demiurpge to be .
created (sore Jewish hererics reparded Jehovah as the pDenmiprge)s The
’ N Detriurpe then created the material universe. The human soul is a divine
spark irprisoned in a maurerial shell (and the aim of the hidden beliefs
of Gnosticisz is vo +ruble the enlirhtenad soul to [ree ltseif [rom the
travail of incarrarisn), The Gnostic Christians reparded Jesus uas a
creation of God, who orposed the essentially evil Demiurpe/Jchovans
- [ In Jucra there was a widespread sort of Gnosticism, which adopted .
much of the Gnostie casitolopy (which resembled rhe Babyleopian in its
myriad heavens and hells) bur rejecred its theolopy. YHWH (Jehovah)
wis barh God and Crearar, opposed by the Enemy (& borrowing from lrunian
dualism). ~ These beliers were held in varying ways by Pharisitic
mysrery socteries, tne Fssenes, and North Palestrinian seecss rencrallyess
of which the zodern buandgeans (whe repard Jonn vhe captistc as the
Messiah) are dircet descondents, These proups and sects shared the
beltief that Isras 1 su-t be purified befaore the hessiah would comeess
althourh the Essenes seened to believe rhat the efforts of their com-
mupity atene could hrine abour that resulr, Jesus was influsnced by
Fssene rhealary, bur notr trheir cosmelory, which he rejected...apfarently.
Paul, however, was the Jewish equivalent of a buson and occepred the
cosxolaries of tne bharisitic mystery socieries.
The Beok of Revelarion, despite its erorrous debt to Daniel, also
awes a ereil dobt to the Boolk of Enoch...which Paul himself (not to
pention the authior of Jude) reparded with nuch favor...see Hebrews 1135
and Jude 14. 1In addition, where rhe symbology of Revelation's author
is mot Arawn Tror Daniel (e.rc., the beast), or creared for his own
purposcs eare, 016, i Number of the Beast [tenr sinee miswritten
65 POCE"Y), It ir crton elearly Gnostie sy, rhe Woman wno Is witn
Chita).
£y U@ way, Uwe Gnosties are fascinoting. There ts pood coverage
of thom in Josoph Camphell's Masks of God series (see the volume
Qcoident al ﬁvtwolnrx). The best book op them I've seen is Jeun Doresse,
The Secver books ol roe Feyprian Grostics, which ineludes rhe complete
text of the Gnostic Guspel {("Taomas").
Amwav, Revelaricons 12112 rust ultimately be vndersteoad apainst
the backrround of Cresricism and Jewish mysticisme  (Earlier, in
Colossians, Paul wrore (1:161s “For by him were all tnings creuted,
that a-e in be.ven, .nd rhat are in earth, visible endk invisitle,
whether taey Le threres, or doninions, or principalities, or POWELS1 sy
Those are fownr orders of anpels, hipher than archanpels, according to
Cnostic and Jewish-mystic beliefs. The uuthor of Kevelarions is simi-
larly influenced, ile appears to Ytave heen ol Epyuptian {Alexandrian)
packeroundi a Jew who had learned Greek, althouph not with SUrKIS5ing
Flucncy.  Wien he speats of the bheavens and those wio dwell in theam, he
15 sreakines of the soven heavens of Jewish mysticism and all the
inhabitents:  anrels, archaneels, Chrones, dominions, principalities,
powers, serarhim, cherubim, phoenixes, and whatnot. Cddly encugh, the
Beok of Frnoch has hewen doubling sorewhar for hell. Sinners awalt
judeerent in the Secondieaven. Fden lies in the Third Heaven, but
the rarrures of Gehenna lie just nerth of Eden. The Fallen anpels are
iapriscned in rhe Fiftn ticavens  Tne Babyleonian Talaud {conpiled c.
500 A.D. but cenfairine traditions far, far older) has sone contrasting
viewss the tlarira tractare also lists 7 heavens, but wirh considerably
different fupctions. The aurher of Revelations was probably familiar
with Frech, but nat vith gavli.

I1'11 ¢uir in a #ipute, Just o note hear bbour 1he Number of the
Beast, sipce 1 brouenr it up. Early MsS nostly read "0616". This was
aprarently éiswrirren ar sone peint to "666"...which is ip itsell a
mystic nusber of gross imperfection...that 1s, it sisses the perfect
[mysticall ncaber 7 thriee by 1.

Revelatrions has heen varicnsly dated, but iv is now penerally
aprecd to tte nid-$0s. That fits perfeetiy. The Iaperial seal [of
Domitian) for rhe year 95-96 (g now one wis dode annually) would have
read "IN MATSALOS" (. aond the Greek values for those lerters add up to
616. The ipscriptien also has "10 heads"...that is, Yerrers, waich is
one of rhe pointers imvolved in the symbolopy of rhe Beast, 0Oddly
encurh, the Greek valurs for NERU KALISAR alse add up to 616, but Nero is
manifestly nol the Beast on chronolopical prounds alone...not To aention
lineuistic, sinee one has 10 drop & letier from the correct NERON KalzAR
in order to per rhe rieht result.  On the orher huand, NERON KAlSAR adds
up te 6bh.a..

we will now have o 19-minute quiz.
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A’Whlt a pleasure to discusa something like thie with someone so learned {if you other guys are retting
bored, tuff. 1 find it famcinating). And thanke for pointing out my typo error of Isalash 41:22,

It 1s true that moet of the ancient Hebrews thought of the earth as flat. But, many times, what people

%gliave the Bible says and what it actually says are entirely different. Examples sbound: many Christ-
ans today pleture Satan (the DevilT ms & sinipter-lecking demon with m tail, horns, and pitchfork,

But the Blble actually says that Lucifer was the most beautiful of the anpgels; many Christians in the
19308 belleved that Hitler (and in the latter 1540s, Stalin} was the AntiChrist, yet the DBible plainly
atated that this could not be.

And of course Isalah 40:22 in no way shows the earth as a globe in space circling the sun., I didn't
sayiit did. 1In fact, it makes no mention of that aspect. All it says is that the earth is a sohere.
Perlod.

My philosovhy is te interpret Blblical passages literally, unlese it fs obvious that the passase is
symbolic. The Bible is not a book that says one thing and means another. It has generally only one
gimple meaning. If a few passages have a double meaning, tha. 1s quite clear from the passage ltself
or from vparallel passages. OCne cannot, as it is commonly believed, get a thousand different meanings
from any one npassage.

The Bible is not a speciman of God's skill as a writer or logiclan. It is a book written by men whom
Ged used to record His revelation. God used these men by giving them freedom of expression to use
their own language and ways of expressing truth, All that inspiration guarantees is unity of thought,
net the sameness of words and expression.

) The Bible is not a book of systematic discourses on any one subject, but it does give divine information
on practically every subject. One must collect together here and there all God's information through
various writers in order to get the whole truth. When this is done, there ie perfect harmony throughout
the Bible, and everything about the subject that Man really needs to know. is clear.

Too often this is not done, or, people try to see symbolism in every passage. This is wny there are
80 many different sects within the Christian faith.

. I agree wholeheartedly that “pulling frarsmentary guotations from the Bible and extracting "meanings’ " -
from them without regard to context (not to mention the intent of the author} is a bad procedure.,*

But there are many Biblical passages that do stand by themselves. The passage of Rev 12112 means ex-

actly what it says, and you are taking unfounded liberties to say that it means simply, "Rejoice, ye

angels.,...”. That Paul is referring to only spiritual beings is sheer speculation. At any rate, natv-

ural, flesh-and-bleood life ms we know it is certainly net prohibited.

You say the phrase actually has deeper meanings? Baloney! There you are trying to find hidden symbol-
ism when a literal interpretation makes so much more sense. What you are deing is directly analogous
to what God told Adam and Eve in Gen 2:16-17 and what they said God told them in Gen 3:2-3. Adding to
and subtracting from, looking for hidden meanings--can get you in irouble.

The "ten heads" you speak of have nothing to do with letters =t all. Rather, they are ien nations
that form, in conglemerate, what was the old Roman Empire (territirially speaking). The AntiChrist
{or Beast) will come from one of these ten nations. Specifically, the Bible makes it plain that the
AntiChrist will come from Syria--not Russia, not Greece., not Germany, nor anywhere else.

Our basic difference, however, is that you believe that most Biblical writers borrowed from other cul-
tures--Babylon, Egypt, China, ete. It is my belief that these writers had but CNE source. f

From Dwayne Shreve:

I'm inclined to think that alien cultures are avoiding direct contact with
us because of the potential damage to our cultures. This would, of course,
be radically different from the missionary mentality of the dogmas on our
planet and presupposes some level of alien benevolence,

This makes sense if one assumes that survival of the.fittest cultures.in-
volves development of benevolence, something our various ones have failed
as yet to do.

//Very interesting concept.//
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ON THE SUBJECT OF WONEN'S LIB

T asked a Burmese why women, after centuries of followipg their men, now walk
ahead, He said there were many unexploded land mines since the war.
~--Robert Mueller

Most hierarchies were established by men who now monopol@zg the upper levels,
thus depriving women of their rightful share of oppeortunities to achlieve incom-
petence.

--Laurence J. Feter

The only way women could have equal rights nowadays would be to surrender some.
~-=-Burton Hillis

Verily the best of women are those who are content with little.
—-Mohammed(570-632)
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A society in which women are taught anything but the management of a family, the
care of men, and the creation of the future generation is a society which is on

the way out. |
--L. Ron Hubbard

Give a woman a Jjob and she grows balls. --Jack Gelber
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NEW GAME STARTS!! (Inferno)

AUSTRIA: Glenn Ledder, 2249 Delaware Ave., Buffalo,NY 14216

ENGLAND: Fred Zornow, 313 E. 90th St., 4A, New York,NY 10028

FRANCE : John Sokol, 147 Virginia Ave., Uniontown,PA 19135

ITALY : Dwayne Shreve, 2732 Ezekiel, Zion,Illinois 60099

RUSSIA : George Pyfrom, 609 Chinguapin Dr., Eglin AFB,Florida 32542 ,
TURKEY : Michael Tucker, 753 Rockland, Lake Bluff,Illinois 60044

GERMANY: Tom Zelinski, 653 Country Club Ave., Ft. Walton Beach,Florida 32548

I welcome Tom and Micheel to our little funny farm. Good luck, gentlemen. I can
khear +the blades bheing sharpened already. .
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NEWS OF THE REALNM

IMPORTED POTHOLES

Designers at British Leyland are imworting potholes from the U.S.--they wanted

to know if their export models could survive American streets. To obtain samples,
they made vlaster casts of selected U.S. urban potholes, from which rubber forms
were then fabricated and shipped back to Britain. The holes were dupliczted on
Leyland's test track. In commenting on the "quality" of U.S. potholes, a British
engineer stated: "Nothing beats a New York City hole for size and depnth." //He
anparently was never in Chicago.

MALTREATED GOLDFISH

Under the category of over-zealous enforcement of government regulation, please
file this item from Britain: An investigator for the Royal Society for the Pre-
vention of Cruelty to Animals noticed that a goldfish in a bowl was being used

as one of the provs in a play. The inspector warned the cast and producer that
using goldfish in such a manner constituted cruelty to animals. Although the pro-
ducer complied by replacing the goldfish with a sliver of carrot, the RSPCA man
decided the heinous crime required retribution and hauled the play's cast and pro-
ducer into court. (Rumors are that the defense will base its case on the idea
that a goldfish is not an animal.) '

****************%******************************%*%*******************%******%%***ﬁ

If vou are looking for something different to play, look for two new variants to
be out shortly. The first is a world variant that I have just about completed
after about three months' effort. It is a 9-player variant and I am just now
completing the final design to incorporate suggestions from Bob Sergeant, Wark
Berch, and Eric Verheiden.,

The second variant is a whopper! 1Initial plans call for a 19-player world variant
It is still in the initial design phase but since both Bob Sergeant and myself
are designing portions of it, between the two of us it should be completed before
too long, For this variant we need two things: Can we find 19 players and then
gan we find a GM who will run the thing. Any takers out there Tor players?

The 9-player variant {(as yet untitled) should be ready to go by next issue. Just
have to finalize some rule changes.
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Jell, I saw the Lord of the Rinss last week. It turned out better that I thought
it would. The animztion was excellent, and sometimes yvou could noet %ell that it
was animation. This first movie was 2 _hpours and 17 minutes long, with the other

two segments coming later, n—— j—— - f:y

But I have one complaint: It moved too.fast, even withoZplitting it I Into three _
movies. Throughout the thing I felt like~I was in a »eeac-the names sdre \FTlving
too fast and so was the plot., DC NOT TART SOUEONE WHE-FS NOT FAMILIARWITH ™01-
KIEMI  Believe me, he will be thoroughly confused. There is just no way you can
take s work of thatl magnitude and turn it into only seven hours of movie (not if
YoOu want 1o ©4 1t lus.ioe..
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