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Published by Steve Mclendon, Box 57066, Webster,Texas 77598 (713-332-6620).
Openings in regular DIPLOMACY are available. Gamefees are $2.50 (plus a $2.50
refundable deposit if the player does not drop his p081tlon) + a subscription
of $3.00/12 issues.

Deadline for all games is Wednesday, June 8.
*************%************************************%******************************
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FRENCH FQRCES UNDER THREE FRONT ASSAULT!

ITALY TAKES MARSEILLES! AUSTRIA PUTS UP
VALIANT DEFENSE!
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Austria(J.H. Fleming) Bud-Gal, A Vie (S) A Bud-Gal, A Tri-Bud, A Ser-Bul,

Gre (S) A Ser-Bul
Nwg-NAt, F Lpl-Iri, F Lon-Eng, F Bel-Pic, A Nwy-H

Por-Mid, ¥ Mar-Spa{(sec), A Spa-Gas, A Ruh-Bur,
Par (S) A Ruh-Bur

Kie-Ruh, A Hol (S) A Kie-Ruh, F Den-H, A& Mun-Bur,
Ber-Mun

Nap-Ion, A Pie-Mar, A Ven-H, F Tun-Wes

Rum (S) Turkish A Bul-Ser, F Sev (S) A Rum, A Gal-Boh,
War-Gal, A Mos-Ukr, ¥ Swe-H

Bul-Ser, A Con-Bul, F Bla (S) A Con-Bul, F Smy-Aeg

England (Mark Zimmerman):

France(Frank McIlvaine):

Germanv(Bob Sergeant)

Italy{(Jerry Rogowski)

Russia(Robin Smith) :

Turkey(Lee Kendter,Sr,):

Pall,1902 moves are due by the deadline and may not be made conditional on the
amount of rainfall on June 1 in Tulsa,Oklahoma!
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1977K Press

Paris to Vienna: Why should I write interesting press? You are supposed to be
the court Jester!

France-More Tales of the Light Blue Forest: Once upon a time there was an archery
contest designed to find the best archer in all of Europe. Francis the Honest
(given this nickname by Bob the Knife as he attempted to use said knife on Francis
was invited to this tournament, as were other archers from all parts of Europe.
Francis the Honest didn't want to go but an English archer named Mark of the Woods

(cont'd on pg.s)
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¥ DIPLOMACY is a registered trademark for a game invented by Allen B, Calhamer
x and copyrighted by Avalon Hill Corporation, h517 Hartford Road, Baltimore,
¥ Maryland 21214,
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When I played with him postally we always
got along just great, but when I met him
in this face to face game here,..well,
just can't stand short little guys.
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FRENCH TAKE MUNICH!
RUSSIA CLASH IN THE NORTH!

Sadl, 1901

ENGLAND AND
TURKS

MARCH INTO GREECE!

Austria(Don Ditter) : F Adr-Ion,
England(John Sokol) : A Yor-Nwy,
France(Marck Morrison) A Pic-Bel,
Germany{(Fred Zornow) : A Ruh-Bel,
Ttalv(Cliff Mann) : F Nap-Ion,
Russia(Josh Shaine) : F GoB-Swe,
Turkey(David Malmouist): A Bul-Gre,

Austria:
England:
France
Germany:
Italy
Russia :
Turkey :

(4)
(4)
(5)
(5)
(3)
(6)
(5)

Home,

A Tri-Ser, & Vie-Tri

F Nth C A Yor-Nwy, P Nwg (S) A Yor-Nwy
A Bur-Mun, P Mid-Spa(sc)

F Hol (S) A Ruh-Bel, A Kie-Den

A Ven-H, A Rom (S) A Ven

A StP-Nwy, A Ukr-Sev, F Rum-H

A Con-Bul, F Bla (S) A Con-Bul

SUPPLY CENTER CHART, 1901

Ser Build 1

Home, Nwy 3Build 1

Home, Spa, Mun Build 2

Ber, Kie, Mdr, Den, Hol, Bel Build 2
Home EVEN

Home, Swe, Rum Build 2

Home, Bul, Gre Build 2
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Vienna: Word has it that the Pope is so obsessed with having an air force,
That he actually believes his unit in Naples can fly. Keep trying, Your Holi-
ness, maybe next time it will sprout wings.

: /Jilould you believe that's all the press for
this game?/

i

1977K Press (cont'd}

urged him on saying, "You are a fine archer and
T will be at your side to prevent any treachery”.

Francis the Honest thought this over and because

of Bob the Knife's treachery and those arrows cov-
ered with pasta that had been found near the back
of Francis the Honest, he was unsure, Suddenly,

. ré John the Court Jester from Austria also urged
iix;gﬁgzménisglﬂg1§ keep Francis to go, "For a better friend than me no man
| S - meememd c2n havel®”, Francis had his doubts but decided to

go to the contest.

It was a bright fine day when the contest began. Robin Shood of Russia was
dressed in brown, Lee of Turkey was dressed in brilliant yellow. As Francis
saw Jerry dressed in his distinctive black pin-striped suit with white tie come
in and Bob the Knife come in with knives gleaming, he called out to his friends,
"John and Mark keep alert, for they come". At this John moved away and waxed his
bow softly humming to himself. As Francis turned to his foes an ‘arrow penetrated
his back. He guickly turned around and Mark said, "You are far too good an ar-
cher for me so if I shoot you quickly I will win the tournament”. The others
quickly unloosed their arrows and Francis looked like a pin cushion. Tune into
this spot next week to find out if Bob the Knife's great sense of fair play will
now have him turn against the evil Mark even though Mark is now his friend. Or
will Bob ignore this treachery in his own way justifying this to himself.

Moral--If Francis is so good why are all these arrows in his back?

I don't know why you are
so bent out of shape. When
'I agreed to a draw, I
thought you meant "a la

As you may have noticed, Deadlines now fall on a Wednesday. This is to give me
more time before the weekend to get the issue out, and avoids a Saturday trip
to the printers. As a new policy, phoned in orders will be due by 11:00 pm the
day before the deadline. This will insure stable typing on the night of the
deadline.

Well, we have reached the point that most pubbers reach sooner or later: the
dreaded reader survey. Enclosed in this issue is a little guestionairre that
I hope will give me some feedback as to what you guys want and don't want.
Simply circle the appropriate response, or write your own (more than one res-
ponse may be circled for a particular category, if applicable) and mail them
back to me by the next deadline. Results will be published next issue.

****-!-***************************************************************************

Wjonsistency”is the last refuge of the unimaginative.
-=-Anon
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—_The Messenger by  Sheve McPondon

Mankind's first serious attempt to communicate with extraterrestrial civilization
occurred on March 3, 1972, with the launching of the Pioneer 10 spacecraft from
Cape Kennedy. Pioneer 10 was the first space vehicle designed to explore the
environment of the vlanet Jupiter and, earlier in its voyage, the asteroids that
lie between the orbits of Mars and Juplter. It approached Jupiter in late
December 1973, and then was accelerated by Jupiter's gravity to become the first
man-made ob?ect to leave the Solar System. Its exit velocity is about 7 miles
ver second (25,200 miles per hour).

Pioneer 10 is the speediest object launched to date by mankind. But space is
very empty, and the distances between the stars are vast. In the next 10 billion
years, Ploneer 10 will not enter the planetary system of any other star, even
assuming that all the stars in the Galaxy have such planetary systems. The
spacecraft will take about 80,000 years merely to travel the distance to the
nearest star, about 4.3 light-years away.

But Pioneer 10 is not directed to the vicinity of the nearest star. Instead,
it will be travelling toward a point on the celestial sphere near the boundary
of the constellation Taurus and Orion, where there are no nearby objects.

It is conceivable that the spacecraft will be encountered by extraterrestrial
civilization only if such a civilization has an extensive capability for inter-
steller space flight and is able to intercept and recover such silent space
derelicts.

Placing a message aboard Pioneer 10 is very much like a shipwrecked sailor
casting a bottled message into the ocean--but the ocean of space is much vaster
than any ocean on Earth.

The message itself is shown on the next page. It is etched on a 6-inch gold-
anodized aluminum plate, attached to the antenna support struts of Pioneer 10.
The expected erosion rate in interstellar space is sufficiently small that this
message should remain intact for hundreds of millions of years, and probably
for a much longer period of time. It is, thus, the artifact of mankind with
the longest expected lifetime.

The message itself intends to communicate the locale, epoch, and something of

the nature of the builders of the spacecraft. It is written in the only lang-
uage we share with the recipients: Science. At top left is a schematic represen-
tation of the hyperfine transition between parallel and antiparallel proton and
electron spins of the neutral hydrogen atom. Beneath this representation is the
binary number 1, Such transitions of hydrogen are accompanied by the emission
of a radio-frequency photon of wavelength about 21 centimeters and frequency of
about 1,420 Megahertz. Thus, there is a characteristic distance and a character-
istic time associated with the transition. Since hydrogen is the most abundant
atom in the Galaxy, and physics is the same throughout the Galaxy, there should
be no difficulty for an advanced civilization to understand this part of the
message.

Further binary numbers are shown in the radial burst pattern comprising the main
part of the diagram at left center. These numbers, if written in decimal notat-
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jon, would be ten digits long. They must represent eitﬂer distances or times.
1f distances, they are of the order of several times 107 centimeters, or a few
dozen times the distence between the Earth and the Moon. It is highly unlikely
that we would consider them useful to communicate. Because of the motion of
objects within the Solar System, such distances vary in continuous and complex
ways.

However, the corresponding times are on the order of 1/10 second to 1 second.
These are the characteristic periods of the pulsars, natural and regular sources
of cosmic radio emission; pulsars are rapidly rotating neutron stars produced in
catastrophic stellar explosions. A scientifically sophisticated civilization
should have no difficulty understanding the radial burst pattern as the positions
and periods of 14 pulsars with respect to the Solar System of launch.

But pulsars are cosmic clocks that are running down at largely known rates. The
recivients of the message must ask themselves not only where it was ever possible
to see 14 pulsars arrayed in such a relative position, but also when it was pos-
sible to see them. The answers are: Only from a very small volume of the Milky
Way Galaxy and in a single year in the history of the Galaxy. Within that small
volume there are perhaps a thousand stars; only one is anticipated to have the
array of planets with relative distances as indicated at the bottom of the dia-
gram., The rough sizes of the planets and the rings of Saturn are also schemat-
ically shown. A schematic representation of the initial trajectory of the space-
craft launched from Earth and passing by Jupiter is also displayed. Thus, the
message specifies one star in about 250 billion and one year (1970) in about

10 billion.

The content of the message to this point should be clear to an advanced extra-
terrestrial civilization, which will, of course, have the entire Ploneer 10
spacecraft to examine as well. The message is probably less clear to the man on
the street, if the street is on the planet Earth. (However, scientific com-
munities on Earth have had little difficulty decoding the message.) The opposite
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is the case with the renresentatlons of human beings to¢ the right. Extrater-
restrial beings, which are the product of 4.5 billion years or more of independ-
ent blological evolution, may net at all resemble humans, nor may the perspectlve
and line-drawing conventions be the same there as here. The human beings are in-
deed the most mysterious part of the message.

The graphics of the message have been reproduced widely in newspapers and tele-
vision programs, small art and literary magazines, and national newsweeklies.
Response was both enthusiastic and critical. especially from women's groups.

We do not think this man and woman are ignoring each other. They are not shown
holding hands lest the extraterrestrial recipients believe that the couple is

one organism joined at the fingertips. (In the absence of indigenous horses,
both the Azteecs and the Incas interpreted the mounted conqu1stador as one animal-
a two-headed centaur.) The man and woman are not shown in precisely the same
position or carriage so that the suppleness of the limbs could be communicated--
although we well understand that the conventions of perspective and ling-drawing
popular on Earth may not be readily apparent to civilizations with other artistic
conventions.

The man's right hand is raised in what is generally regarded as a "universal"
sign of gooedwill--although any literal universality is of course unlikely. At
least the greeting displays our opposable thumbs. Only one of the two people is
shown with hand raised in greeting, lest the recipients deduce erronecusly that
one of our arms is bent permanently at the elbow.

Cne man wrote of his concern that the message has doomed all of mankind. Amer-
ican movies of Second World War vintage, he argued, are very likely propogating
via television transmission through interstellar space. From such programming,
the extraterrestrials will easily be able to deduce (1) that the Nazis were very
bad fellows, and (2) that they greeted each other with their right hand extended
outward. From the fact that the man on the plaque is portrayed as making what
our correspondent erroneocusly percelves as the same sort of greeting, he is con-
cerned that the extraterrestrials will deduce that the wrong side won World War
Il and promptly mount a punitive expedition to Earth to set matters straight.

Such a letter more nearly describes the state of mind of the writer than of the
likely extraterrestrial recipients of the message. The raised right hand in
greeting is historically connected with militarism, but in a negative way: The
raised and empty right hand symbolizes that no weapon is being carried.

Perhaps the most perceptive editorial comment was from the New York Times:
...that gold-plated plaque is more of a challenge to us. Despite the
uncanny mastery of celestial laws that permits man to shoot his artifacts
at the stars, we find ourselves still depressingly inept at ordering our
own systems here on Earth. Even as we try to find a way to insure that
sapient man will not consume his planet in nuclear fires, a rising chorus
warns us that man may very well exhaust his earth either by overbreeding or
by inordinate demands on its resources, or both.

So the marker launched into space is at the same time a gauntlet thrown down

to Earth: That the gold-plated plaque convey in its time the message that

man is still here--not that he had been here.
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Sound thinking is a term used to describe the mental activities of those who
agree with us.

--Boston Globe
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D&L Reader Survey
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CARTOONS

a. Would like to see more.
b. Present number is satisfactory.

'¢. I don't think they're at all

funny, so knock it off.

MAPS

a, Like ‘em.
b, Don't like 'em.

c. They're 0K, but I wouldn't
miss them.

ARTICLES

a. Would like to see more on
strategy and tactics.

b. Would be receptive to non-
Dippy type articles.

c.-I don't read them anyway.
d. (other comments)

COLOR COVERS (plavers only)

a. Like 'em,

b. Indifferent.

¢c. Don't like ‘em.
d. (other commﬁnts)

The $2.50 gamefee is

‘b. Reasonable. :

a. Too high, t;gm down somewhere,

dying to pay more.
this one, I can

c. Too lowe-i'!
(If you check

give you a good deal on some watches.)

6._The $2.50 game deposit is
a, Unreasonable.
b. Fine with me.

. 7._OVERALL CONTENT (Suggestions,

praise, flattery, gripes, etc.)
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