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Don't forget to .
vote in the Marco Poll

and the ¥hitestonia o

Playera Poll. The
deadline for both is
November 22, 1982 of
and EE #19 will carry JNEW
ballots for both of T
them. Now there is also
the Toady and Toad Poll

o o

Q'_ 5

E l982

§ Iuaxrethutthecontentsof this:l.m. sounllkothanathatmmused
to, may not be to the taste of some. But several things have happened in this hobby
that*ihetve wither upset or angered me and that is why this issue is both so0 large and
to every subber. EE #19 will also be free and should be much saikller.
§ There is no table of contents on page 2. The DIPSCRIFTION and the new plcture
are on page 2. The guesses for the picture in EE #16 & #17 begin on page 28.
" The results of the EMinent Awards are on page 40. The top twenty in the Leedsr Poll
is on_page 42,.FE's Ombudsman Policy is on page 6.

+§+%0p page 318 a new feature called "Police Call.” On page i3 is an article on
players® rights versus a GM and an ombudasman. On page 33 is the beginning of my
detalled response to Dick Martin's vendetta in his latest Retaliation.

’ The articles on pages 3, 13 and 33 all have introductory paragraphs warning you
of what they are in case you don't wish to read controversy. Again thia issue is free.
The yeason that thsse articles are so long is that I, unlike certalin pubbers, do not
lash eut with wild accusations at others. But wher I do respond to sald accusaations,

_ everyone will know exactly where ] am coming from and why. Chapter and verse.

'§  Jim Williams(2: 61;h St., SW, Altoona, Iowa 50009 USA) wants to know what games
mplu'basidesnipl Y. Hemtstodoamyofplmrsbothinﬂorthmnca
and Barope. Will other pubbers notify your subbers of this? If there is a large encugh
interest in other games, they may become more available in North Amexican sines.

§ Three new zines I want to mention: No Fixed Address(Steve Hutton, 704 Brant St.,
London, Ontario, CANADA N5Y 3N1) is Canada‘s 's newest zine, Steve is GMing the o s
from the messy Pasachendasle .fold and costs $5/10. Check him out......The P::lnceEJin
Meinel, 628 Whitworth Lane So., Renton, Washington 98055 USA) is for players only and
his gans will be ™ih on the Buropean method where Fall and Winter are combined. 25¢/issue
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§‘ DIPLOMACY is a registered trademark for a game invented by Allan B. Calhamer
3 by The Avalon Hill Company.
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) b g new Dutch zine avallable from Hauke Jensen, Hammarskj8ldaan 371,
«-- :'l::;m'x THe Nethexlands. JM will have an English lan letter column.

ENTIONS: Mark Larzelere, Tom Mainardi, Mike s, Al Pearson,
Rando ) "_;Sw.- BET OF DISTINGUISHED AWARD MENTIONS: Bruce Linsey, Andy Lischett,
Jack B&b Olaen, Al Pearson, Larry Peery, David Perlmutter, Allen Wells.




DIPSCRIPTION /

Pat Hart of South Tarolina, my great ally in "Emilia-Romagna" who didn't go to
Spain after I supported him but rather to Tunis and left me holding the bag with a
very surprised France(Don't read this James Woodson!!!) but I'll forget that since Fat
is a Southerner and let's get on with this, does what he calls DIPSCRIPTIONS of EE subbers
based on what he reads about you in this zine and in the other zines that he receives.
YOU could be next! This month Pat takes a look at Bruce Linsey, pubber of Voice of
Doom. compBler of innumerable houserules and the center of many past controversies in
this hobby. Bruce should feel right at home with this EE issue and his Dipscription
is the most appropriate for this EE. Let's look!

NAME: Bruce Linsey SEXz Only indoors i
NICKNAME: BRUX EYE3: Beedy 1
HOME: Tin Can Alley HAIR: Tweedy

BIRTHDATE: Family secret LOOKS: Better in the dark ;
BIRTHSIGN: Exit ;‘
NOTED FOR: Supernova(wovice Packet) AMBITION: To be noted for anything else ;
FAVORITE TV SHOW: "Family Feud" FAVORITE MOVIE: The Hatfields & The McCoys ]
FAVORITE CITY: Lansdale ~ FAVORITE NUMBER: 100 ’ '

TURN ON Having an ally TURN—OFF: Having Kathy Byrne as that ally {

FAVORITE SONG: "I'Ve done everything for you{you've done nothing for me)—Rick Springfield
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FAVORITE POEM: Bruce Linsey is :eal snell,
From all his friends you can tell, ]
I think he suffers a bad rap, S o ‘L
And all in favor Just went clap. ]

mi!IﬁE ™ You're a Malmberger! That f you are on the list with
IMM ﬁMﬂ’éEu’rIEﬂs?b this consclentious thirty-two whoije to iy make EE’'s games _
ﬂﬁ“ﬁgbﬂz)? . run smoothly. In return, you get two free issues to your sub b
— “7£.‘;'—"_—"’ now, and when you complete an asslgmment{you are only called £
s ,once), you get 4 more. The 32 Malmbergers are: Ieapo Stabo,
Mike Barno, Mary Beck, Bill Becker, Doug Beyerlein, James
) Briggs, Don Del Grande, Steven Duke, Jim Finley, Al Giddings,
Z;i Scott Hanson, Pat Hart, Steve Heinowski, Bill Highfield, Rich

Holman, Eric Kane, Mark Keller, Rob Landeros, Mark Larzelere,
728 . .Mark Luedi, John MacFarlane, Jack Masters, Larry Neubauer,
—_— Jane Proskin, Helmit Schmidt, Kevin Stone, Anders Strigén,

Terry Tallman. Brad Trutt BEarl Wiggers, Dan Wilson, and James Woodson. Thank you alil!

PICTURE CONTEST FOR EE #191!! Get your guesses in about this EE
subber by October 29, 1982. Hurry, do it today!! If yours comes
too late, I will print them in #20, even after the contest. As
a rule, I have been typing up the picture guesses about one week
after the deflines. The way it works 1s that you write in what
the person in this picture seems llke to you. It can be about
anything. Is Diplomacy this guy's favorite game? Is he more
akle to play Italy or does he prefer Russia? Is this the face of
a Canadian? An American? A European? What country? Is he a
student? A carpenter? A teacher? Or what does he do for a 1living?
What does he do to have a good time? 1Is this the face of someone
you would trust in a face-to-face game? Is he a stabber? Could
this be one of your closest allies and you Just don't know what he
looks 1ike? You tell me! CGCuess who it is if you can! Teday!

FAKES! Two fakes have come out! I will review them in depth next time. The f f
were of The Modern Patriot(with a Hitler cover! !) and another one of Diplomacy Digest ]
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POLICE CALL
Welcome to a new feature in EE which I hope will not

have to be here for very long. Those of you who have served
in the Army or other tranch of service know that Police
y'| Call means circling the barracks and pickling up cigarette
Jtatts and other trash and generally cleaning up or tidying
jup the area.
That is what Police Call in EE intends to do in regard
‘1to me and my szine. ILately, especlally lately, I have been
- ireading untrue things about myself and/or my sine and/or
L)y positions. In most cases I write the zine concerned

4" ltut lately some of these comments have appeared in zines
ta.|¥ith irTegular deadlines or very long deadlines. I intend
" 1to answer such comments in the future, both in Police Call
dand in the zZines in question unless I cut my sub with
{them.

I. s - I am quite sure that the pbbers concerned will not
and Patrick Henry 11ke their zines or names appearing in Police Call. Well.
lified the issuest - Pear in mind, that I don't like what 1s appearing about

e - =~ =Qy name and my zine, especially when they are untrue.

The zines and subzines commented on this issue are: Diplomacy Digest, Give Me A
Weapon, Dipilomacy By Moonilght, Mos Eilsley and Retaliation. What appeared about me in
Retallation 18 sc involved that it is contained under a separate sectlion called,

"Poor Richard®s Almanack™ on page 33 . :

I think I am like most of you. I don®t mind when the truth is printed about me,
ny zine or may positions. No one can have any quarrel with that. It is the fuszy
areas that bother me. Once pubbers, and subbers, pay close attention to what they
write, there will be no need for this column. By the way, I think all zimes should
have such a column. So let's begin:

1. Diplomacy Digest: In DD #60 on pages 11 and 12 of that issue, Mark Berch
made several misieading statements about my position on the Leeder Poll and distoriked
my position. I commented on this in EE #16, page 18 when I said: "Mark Berch has
erected a straw man, supposedly representing my position, and destroyed it with all
the subtlety, finesse and savoir-faire of a flame-thrower.™

Anyone who is a regular reader of EE knows that what Mark Berch wrote was misleading
and distorted. So, when my sub to DD ran out with issue #62, I decided not to renew
it for two reasons. One: X donft:iike zines which delliberately distort my poslitlons.
Of course I cannot prove this but I refuse to belleve that Mark Berch is so dumb that
he didn't know he was uriting mislteading statements about me. That is why I am not
even goling to answer him in DD. @%p

The second reason has to do with/"Mark Berch wrote me in a letter dated June 1, 1682
during my R-3 ombudsman case{thls case is discussed beginning on page \3 Y. I had
just cut off Don Ditter®s sub to EE and had asked for the immeddate return of my subd
fee to Ditter's Everything. Mark Berch's comment about that was: "You seem to think -
you can-just demand a refund from E.((Everything)) I dorn't know what the refund policy
is at B, but I'M sure that, just like any other zine, its{SIC SIC SIC] set by the
pubber, not the subber. You can ask for one, but you can't insist on it."

I don't want to take the chance, besides not wanting to pay tc see misleading
statements wrltten abomt me, of not being able to get a refund when I want one back
from DD. I think Maxrk Berch should clarify his refund policy in view of his comments.

Digest is recommended for the articles he reprints there. But I caution
all of you to take anything Mark Berch writes, especially about me, in his “The Zine
Column™ with a large grain of salt.

oo

2. Give Me A Weapon: In the latest GMAW #18-19, Kormrad Baumeister was discussing
the fake Leeder Poll resulis and siates that i¥ was "quite obviously a fake." He
goes on to say: " (It should be noted that several ‘'zines are buying the story that
some of these results are real! Iike Europa Express and others. In any evemd, don't
belleve 1it.”

Those are my words to you readers too. In any evenk, don't believe what was written
in GMAW, In EE #17, I never discussed the fake Leeder Poll results without putting
"fake" before it anmd it was discussed in the "Focus on Fakeg® . section on page 12,

((continued on page Y4 ))
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,"POLICE CALL" continued from page .

I have written Konrad about this error. He obviously did not read EE #17 completely.
But my point is, one should not make statements on people or zines or anything unless
you are sure what you are saying is the truth. And it wasn't here. This is a small
thing but then it wasn't YOU who was portrayed as being too dumb to see what was
"quite obviously a fake."

an

This next section almost caused me to fold this sine this past weekend. I called
all of my GMs and cancelled all the press in my games. This was preparatory to sending
in final moves and resigning out of all my games. I fully intended to GM the games in
EE and nothing else. I felt that bad and that low that people could write what was
written about me in Diplomacy By Moonlight and ¢o Mes Eisley.

Please remember as you read this next sectlon that this issue and #19 are free so
Yyou are not paying for this. Please excuse my bltter words tut remember that I am
feellng very bitter that garbage like this can be printed in thls hobby. And lastly
pul yourself in my place and think how you would feel if such trash as this were
written about you and published for all the world to see. Then condemn me but not
before doing that.

3. Diplomacy By Moonlight: In DBM #4i4, Dan Stafford wrote some comments about
his recent trip to ORIGINS at Baltimore, Maryland which I also attended. The pubber
of DEM 1s Eric Ozog and both his and Stafford®s pertinent comments are reprinted here:

Dan Stafford: "And to think that I thought the hobby was run by the Jews. Now
they tell me 1i°s the homosexunals! Who was it that started those "terrible” rumors
about Walker and Coughlan! I can't really remember. I am neither Jew nor homosexual,
but feel that the hobby is in pretty good hands.™

Eric Ozog: “Funny, I cannot remember either who started those rumors. No matter,
it’s not important.”™

An contraire, I think 1t is most "important". But then again I am the one that
this junk is being wrltten about. Please remember that these comments are not appearing
in a game, nor in black press, nor in fun. This is not humor by any stretch of the
imagination. There 1s no excuse for this trash to be yrinted anywhere, never mind
that it isnft true. It appeared in a zine that I have always highly regarded and was
printed by a pubber that I had aiways considered my friend.

DBM only publishes every two months. That is a little too long to let garbage
like this go unanswered. I have also written Eric Ozog a response to Stafford's
garbage and I expect some answers in the Flaruwbe<BEE.Y\ouemboe D3N,

And for the question of who started these “rumors"”, I know that it is Pan
Stafford. And Dan Stafford has certalnly been btusy. He alsc wrote to John Michaliski
who published the subzine Mos Eisley. And now he apparently has a friend.

4. Mos Eisley: In MS #10,.John Michalski printed the following: ™...why is
everyone getting on Gary Coughlan's case? Two letters I've received reviewing cons
have sald how effeminate he seemed. Hopefully no one will print that stuff,.”

"That stuaff" must be preity bad indeed if John Michalski won't even print it. I
hope you are having a lot of fun, Dan Stafford. You have caused more hurt than you
will evexr know. If it weren't for two friends, in particular, who talked and wrote to
me, this zine would be folded today and I would be out of the hobby.

Mark Fassio called me and knew I was depressed. He =aid if I just quit and slunk
away, some pecple might believe these untrue statements. Also that my firiends would
say, "If he won't stand up for himself, why should we stand up for him?"” And Fas
also sald that if 2 or 3 people had hurt me, why should I abendon the 100 or more
friends and subbers that I have. This turned me around from feeling sorry for myself
to feeling angry that I should be subjected to such treatment which 1s nobody's
husiness tut my own and has nothing to do with the hobby anyway.

The second friend was Steve Langley, who was one of sy GMs that I called up when
I was cancelling my press. He wrote me a letter puxkxaf which said: (I had met
Steve at Wichita Con before this letter was written):

“I've been depressed about the way the world seems to work since your call. Being
labeled homosexual 1s one of the slanders to which there is no reply. I can honestly
say that I wish 1t were me instead. I don't care all that much, one way or the gther,
what labels get attached to me." ;

((Steve's letter continues on page § )) @
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“POLICE CALL" continued from page L . T wWORDTAKEA T

. BRONX CHEER, OBSCENE
(Steve langley's letter contimied from pagelty .) -

!

GESTURES AND GAGGING
SOUNPS TO APEQUATELY
EXPRESS MY FEELINGS
"It isn't me though, and my indifference doesn't do much '

for your hurt. I want you to know that I am your friend.
“I want to say all sortits of supportive things and none of
it comes out. I guess the problem is that there isn't a lot

that can be done. ,@ .

"There are some people who wWill see the label and put =
you in a box marked "Queer" without any thoughts to who you are or what you are. There
are others to whom your supposed sexual preferences willl make no difference at all.
Most of the world falls between those extiremes. Defending yourself won't change the
closed minds and isn®t neccessary to the open mindse and will only make the discussion
a larger and a longer one.

"I personally could care less. Just as I don't care what labels get pinned on
me, 1t doean't matter all that much what labels others carry. I have one very close
friend who is homosexual. Through him, I have met a fairly wilde selection of gay
people. I know from first hand experience then that you can't tell by looking at a
perssn if he is gay. The “pretty, flouncy, Hollywood stereotype”™ gay is a figment.
I've known only one who comes on like that image, and he is an actor amd the image is
an act with him.

"*So--s80 what? I don't know. You are pretty. That is a dumb word to use in a
supportive type letter--tut it is there for a purpose. You are very good looking and
you come close, physically, to a stereotype of gay. The stereotypes have nothing to do
with reality. As a teen, I was as pretty as you, honest, and I was approached falrly
frequently by men, hoping I was gay. I wasn't. I do know that how a person looks can
and does hold a lot of influence in how others think of him.

"That you are gay, straight, switch, whatever, is your personal uslness. That it
should be a topic for discussion in Dipdom is a stupid shame. That you should be being
hurt by the stupid, thoughtless "cleverness" of people who don't even know you is
wrong. What is even more wrong is that there is no recourse. No real recourse.

"You could fight back. Maybe 1f you did and you made a blg enough fight of it,
you might even win. There is just enough Don Quixote in me to believe that you could
convince the world that it was wrong.

*Whatever——I want you to know that I'm your friend. I also want you to know that
the label is meaningless to most people. It really is.”

Thank you for that letter, Steve. It came at a very low point in my life. By
that time, after also talking with Faz, I was coming out of the dumps. And I was mad.
And with damn good reason. Then I got a letter from another good friend, Bob Omuch,
who does Mass Murders in this zine, and in a few short words, he summed up the
situations:

*Do what you want, Gary. It pains me to see you take the shit laying down. ¥Why
must you be so fuckling sensltive to such garbage? 90% of the hobby knows you well
enough to know better.....FUCK these people., Say it to yourself. You don't need their
shit. There comes a time when you mast either take that stance and move along with
your hedd held high or spend the rest of your 1ife sniveling and feeling sorry for
yourself.”

Thanks for that letter too, Bob. I choose to hold my head up. I have done
nothing to feel sorry about. On the other hand, I feel sorry for Dan Stafford and
his peculiar lidea of fun. Since he is getting this copy of EE, I have scmething to
say to him.

Dan Stafford, if I had to make a choice between being gay for the rest of ny
natural l1life knowing full well all the scorn, contempt and disdaln that gay people
have to unfairly endure or being you for one hour, I would unhesitatingly choose to
be gay for the rest of my life even if I could return to being myself after being you
for one hour. That's how djﬁusted I am with what you have been writing around the
hobby. :

t:WNtzo'!'.:I.ce to all pubbers reading this: Should any of you allow your zines to become
a forum for Dan Stafford or anyone else to write non-hobby comments like this garbage
hich appeared in ﬁiﬂonacx By Moonlight, I will be cutting my sub. This includes any
subzine he may have or any press he may write in a game. If you feel this is something
with which you cannot live, please, by all means, exercise your God-given rights to
allow Dan Stafford and his ilk to libkel me as gay in your zine. I have my friends.@




OMBUDSMEN AND EE's POLICY

-—--by Gary L. Coughlan !

If you will notice the game "Swedish Roundabout" 1s not in EE this issue. The
rlayers in "Swedish Roundabout” were sent the followlng notice by me September 13th.

"A request has been made for ‘'Swedish Roundabout' to be delayed so the servlices of
an ombudsman can be used. The request came in a letter that I received today and stated:
‘Please delay 81AM until we can find an ombudsman to rule on possitble GM misconduct.
Details will follow when I can get to a copy machine. How about Michalski?""

Because I had been treated so shabbily in an ombudsman case myself{See page\3),

I do everything in my power to Sifsure the players that they will be treated fairly. I
delayed the game and this player was not identified to the other players in his gane.

The "possitle GM misconduct" was not specified and took me by surprise. I know
I have done nothing. John Michalskl was notified. But I had reckoned without the
reactions of the other players. Randolph Smyth, "Swedish Roundabout” Germany wrote:

"I've just received your notice that my game, "Swedish Roundabout", is belng
delayed because someone has accused you of GMing misconduct, tut I can hardly be satis-
-fled with that. What's the prohlem and sez who?"

"Obviously, for whatever reason, you are keeping further details from the other
players; tut beyond my desire to satisfy idle curiosity, I think we have good reason to
get more information than you've given out. If one of the players is going to delay the
game and cloud your reputation as a GM, I don't think he has the right of anonymity; and
heaven forhld, 1if there is anything to the accusation, other players may well have
opiniona of their own to contribute.”

"The anonymity of this complainer leaves me,in particular, in an unfortunate
position. The other players may feel that I have the most to gain from a game delay,
and therefore that I am the most likely culprit. I don't think I should have to defend
myself against these suspicions; the diplomacy becomes doully difficult since I'm not
sure that the other players feel this way, and I don't want to lock paranoid about it
either.”

“This assumes that there is, posalbly, an ulterior(delay-of-game) motive behind
this complaint. The possiblliity is certainly on the mind of every non-involved player,
since I for one have no reason to imagine that the game has been irregular in any way.
These days I am extremely selective about the GMs I will play under--offhand, I
think 81-AM is now my only game in a U.S. zine—-and I'd be very disappointed to

encounter any problems.”
*So I hope you can see your way clear to giving us the whole story...and for the

e e

Randolph's letter expressed what was going through my own mind at the time too.
Accusations like thls have ripple effects. I wanted the matter cleared up as soon as
possible. I called Randolph. In the meantime, Bruce Linsey, "Swedish Roundabout”
France, had called me wanting to know if it was Pick Martin, "Swedish Roundabout"
Austria, since he knew that Dick and I had on-going troutles(See page 33 ). Bruce
then sent a clrcular letter to all the players in 81-AM and to Michalski, the ombudsman.
It said, in part: "I have been playing in °'81-AM for almost a year and a half now,
and Gary's GMing has been 100% impeccable for the entire time. As far as I am concerned,
there is not a ghost of a chance that he has committed any acts of misconduct in this
game. I°'ll stake my own reputation on that--and you know how picky I am when it comes
to GMing....Once again, I do not intend to get inveolved in Gary and Dick's other
disagreements. But if Dick 1s using "Swedish Roundabout"” as a means for venting his
anger agalnst Gary, then I as a player cannot remain silent. And 1f he does perchance
have a valid complaint, then I want to hear what it is."

And T still want to know what the "possithle GM misconduct” could be. The game
is still delayed until October 29, 1982 tut Dick has inexplicably dropped his request
for an ombudsman “at this point."” I don't know why---in a game of mine, I would want to
deal immediately with "possille GM misconduct.” I don't know what Dick’s motives were,
tut in view of his vendetta against me in his latest Retaliation(See page't3), I am
releasing this information that it was indeed Dick Martin who brought up the "possitle

e FUS
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GM misconduct”. I would not, at this point, put a smear campalgn of my GMing beyond him.

In the meantime, John Michalski has made the fallewing decision on September 24th:
John said: "Yesterday I recelved word that the complainant had decided not to level any
charges. Therefore, no misconduct is found, and the matter is considered dropped.”

EE's houserules say: "Player-GM disputes will be settled by an estahlished

ombudsman i&j.ccordance th hob procedures. The GM will choose the ombu .
(( Bux "5 s a ¥ .t:yLY@“‘\Wt ot AL D walswhiswa own — S @rg ¢ Y
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ENGLAND SECURES THE NORTH SEA AS GERMANY TAKES SCANDINAVIA!!
RUSSIANS LIBERATE MOSCOW!! FRENCH SAIL INTO THE NORTH ATLANTIC!!!

£X) POSITIONS IN SPRING 1906 M § CAME: "Windsor" 1981 AN
- . L. - . - . e 'y

§ GM: Herr Girren L. Kaufland

§ NEXT SEASON IS: Fall 1906

§ ZAT: Friday, October 29, 1982

§ GAME COLOR: _ Grfin e

9 GAME NOTES: Thanks to Earl Wiggers
for unused Malmberger orders for Germany.

Nothing much to say. Thank you for
holiing your press down this issue. O
Once more, in #19, and we're home free!

Dislodgements This Time:

England's Fleet Tyrrhenian Sea and
Germany's Army Moscow.

Your cartoon is from And the
Pursuit of Happiness.

- D i TR A R L ——
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]E § ORDERS OF BATTLE FOR SPRING 1906 §
!

. DEUTSCHLAND: A Stp-(NWY), A (SWE) S A Stp-Nwy, F Kie-(HEL)
(Herr Jack Fleming) A (MOS)EW Holds(r—Lvn St

F (HOL)-Nth, F (DEN) S F Hoi-Nth, A (BEL) Holds,
A -Bur, A (RUH) S A Mun-Bur
ENGLARD: F Lon-(NTH), F (S8KA)S F Lon-Nth, F (ENG) S F Lon-Nth
(Hexr Mark Fassio) F_(TYS)E -Ion(r*Tus~Wes~OTB)
% FRANKREICH: A (GAS)-Bur, A (PAR) S A Gas-Bur, F Mar-(LYO)
: Marsden

| (HexT John A Spa~(MAR), F Mao-(NAO), F Wes-{TUN)
ITALIEN; F Rom-(TYS), F (NAP) S F Rom-Tys
(Herr Allen Pearson) D=
[‘ RUBLAND s A Sev-(MOS), A (WAR) S A Sev-Mos, A Rum—(UKR) THE SUN SHINES FOR
- (Herr Patrick J. Conlon) F_(BLA)~Rum, F (CON) Holds RUSSIA AS THE TSAR LEADS
A (SMY) S F €on HIS TROOPS INTO MOSCOW!!!

i

USTERREICH-UNGARN: A Vie-(GAL), A (BUD)-Rum, A Ven-(TYO), F Alb-(ION)
(Herr Kerry Blant) F(ARG) S F Alb-Ion, F (BUL-sc) Holds, A (SER) S F Bul(sc)

Memphis to Windsor: First up, we have some " joke" orders which couldn®t fit in
above....Germany ordered: "Army Belgium holds his head in despair at Munich's
indiscretion.” And also: "“Army Moscow holds for all he's worth."

[PARIS]- The French President is too tusy enjoying the late English summer sunshine to
wWrite any press thls season. Enjoy yourselves!

Memphis to Windsor: Apparently Monsieur Présdident forgot that I held over some Press. ..
France to Germany: My, but you're getting big now.

England to Germany: Kalser Jack, you are a wretch. Like I said in my letter, if you
treat women llke your game neighbors, you either are a permanent bachelor heart-lreaker,
or else you've murdered them all for the insurance money. With your predicted 3 fleets,
you wlill be able to keep up drastic essure on me. At least get some tactics this time
around; you wasted three game-years e last time trying to destrey me; I don't feel
like delaying death this time around,

Memphis to Windsor: Press continues on vaze 8 .




.

Austria-Hungary to England: Beware of the Catholic plot. i
England to the Archduck: Franz-Blant, I was gonna Jjust forget all about any antagonis-
-tic moves toward you, and just go home, tut I figured, “why not?" Everyone else is
strugegling--may as well make you get into some work, too.

Austria-Hungary to England: You have totally misread this game. Austria-Hungary is

a threat to no one aml vulnerable to all my neighbors.

Memphis to Austria-Hungary: I wonder 1f you will get anyone else to agree with that?
France to Austria: I agree with every word of your letter, my friend.

Memphis to France: Friend, such a nice WOrd........

Austria-Hungary to Italy: We need each other more than ever. Haven't we always been
friends?

Memphis to Austria-Hungary: Friend, ally,what's the difference any way?
Aastria-Hungary to Russia: Ally? Allies share conquered supply centers. How many
Turkish @enters do I have? Let anyone who considers allying with you take note of your
version of sharing the spoills.

Me s to Austria-H ary: Yeah, well some people will grab at any ally, even Russia.....

England to Russla: Tsar Patrick, I'm on the way to rescue yous please stay in one
place long enough to be rescued...as for LSU: Well, it's not, say, Pitt or Penn State,
or even an Indiana University of PA, ut for a "Southern School™, you have made a

wise cholce.

Austria-Hungary to England: Your Mediterrean fleet is a burr ut not much of a threat.
IHALES} We await the coming storm with resignation. If the French continue on in
thelr posltion strategy, we have a s8light chance of slowing the Hun, altho no doubt,
we would be hit again if we looked like we'd gain something for England.

[FORTRESS LONDON]- In a statement made to the English people, His Supreme Generalship
Joe Minl stated that the fight agalnst the German barbarians shall continue unabated,
until *the last drop of blood has been drained " from the bodies of the people. Blood
banks are doing a hrisk usiness.

England to France: Mon-sewer, after all our “"minor disagreements™ and such, I hope
that you have seen the peril at hand., While it would be consistent to anticipate your
clone-reaction moves to counter Germany (??? what'd I say??), I nevertheless can't help
fearing another love tap from.a neighbor. After this move, I hope that fear will
disappear, and with it any Austrian accusations about you and Germany lying in bed
together this game.

Memphis to England: But Austria is accusing Germany of sleeping with Russial!
Austria-Hungary to the World: French withdrawal from Pope Pearsondénl's land has
negated the need for a French garrison to protect the Pontiff. Franz-Blant has
withdrawn this defensive post in order to protect Hapshurg property from the coszy
Russo-Hun's greedy armles poised at our heartland.

Memphis to Austrla-Hungary: Heartland? Sounds like home center talk to me......
Austria-Hungary to Russia: To abarndon a home center to show good falth? To show myself
for a fool maybe. Weak and vulnerable maybe. A fool never. '
Austria-Hungary to Germany: Help Russia anymore and you face a two front war. Maybe
three fronts,

Mem.g!is to Austria——Hgﬁg! ] That rumor _Ls_ 8meading- eeeeHaTk.ccaAnd .o seliOceesnns
England to Germany: Kaiser Jack, I anticipate a 3-power coalition against you soong

no doubt you and your Red Pal will gang up on us separately, ut for the time belng,
try and congquer us! Your fleets will rot in the harbors, until your feeble imagination
resorts to Russian-style tactics, i.e., sending overwhelaming odds against one point and
steamrolling your way over minor odds. Till that happens, may you rot in your enclave.
England to Als Do I get to write this much press in your zine, now that I've subbed?
If not, then 1'1l1l have to name EE as the Flagship of The Hobby, instead of your rag.
Memphis to England: What mindiess drivel.....

and to all:t I write a lot of mindless drivel for a 4-center power, don't I?
Memphis to England: Not any more.....well maybe just one more......
England to Whoever's Lefis There was a young couple named Kelly
Who used to mess around belly-to-belly
One day they wolte up
And were promptly stuck
They used cement instead of petroleum Jjelly.

Continued from page 10O )} ELTON JOHN! If you add some glitter to his glasses,
oop coild be a real get-down Rock n' Roller:”

77 I just had to print that one! o
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AUSTRIA FACES SULTAN'S YELLOW PHALANX!! MOHAMMEDANS
IN MOSCOW!! NEW KAISER ARISES IN GERMANY'S DARKEST HOUR!!!

§ GAMB: *“Apis" 1981 A0

§ GM: Mister Gary L. Coughlan
§ NEXT SEASON IS: Spring 1907

§ ZAT: Priday, October 29, 1982
§

o

£fX1 POSITIONS IN

G g BT s A A

FALL 1906 (R

GAMB COLOR s Blue

% GAME NOTES; Allen Wells is now the
German player of record. Two proposals
this time: An E-T draw and a mroposal
to “hang Fred Malmberg in effigy and I
want this proposal made public.”™

Jeff Noto has a COA:

303-15 Diamond Village

Gainesville, Floxrida 32603 USA

————

§  Annihilation This T
'Austria's Arny Serbia and Germany's
Army Picardy. .

Thanks for holding your press down.
One more issue and no restrictions.

Your cartoon 1is from Punch. I
couldn't resist 14 so crowded orders!

§ ORDERS OF BATTLE FOR FALL 1906 §

AIISTRIA-HUNGARY: A (TRI) S French A Ven
(Mister Mike Mazszer) A (SHER )#@® Holds

A (TYO)-Mun, A (BUD) S A Sexr

ENGLAND: A Wal-(PIC), F Emcg C A Wal-Pic
(Mister Jim Williams) F (BEL) S A Wal-Pic

A (PAR) S A ¥Wal-Pic, F (NTH) S F Bel
F (NWY) S F Nth, F Stp(nc)-(BAR)

FRANCE: A {(VEN) salutes the efforts of :
(Mister Jeff Noto; Wiltur Marshall(Holds)

GERMANY: F Hel-(KIEg, A (RUH) S A Bur-Mun
(Mister Allen Wells D

RUSSIA: F (SWE)-Den, A Pru-(BER)
(Mistexr Don Swarts A (SIL)-Mun

TURKEY: A Bul-(SER), A (GRE) S A Bul-Ser
(Mistexr Dave Carter) A (RUM)-Bud
A Sev-(MOS), F Ion-(ALB), A Arm-(SEV)

F_(APU)-Ven, F (ADR)-Tri, F (ROM) Holds

—— . - -—

The 1906 Supply Center Chart and the
press for Apls 1s on page \0. Since going
to Wichita, I now have met everyone of you -
in this game perscnally except for Jeff, ! S
We'll have to arrange for a FlorildaCon j i 8 A 7 (= gy

this winter Jeff. A NICE time of th ear . @ o
@ CAN THE E-T EXPRESS BE STOPPED??77?!!!!!




. ¥ 1906 Supply Center Chart §
Gains

:
3
§
4

'

J———— e G e Rlinfiemes
ENGLAND Home, Bel, Bre, Mar, Nwy 12 +1 (Was one :

Par, Por, Spa, Stp, Tun ( short) %
FRANCE Ven 1 No change 3
GERMANY .7 Kie, Mun, Den, Hol 4 No change
RUSSIA BER Yide War, Swe 3 No change
TURKEY MOS, SER Home, Bul, Gre, Nap, 30

Rom, Rum, Sev +2

Russia to Memphis: Is this short enocugh?

Memphis to Russiat Whatever you think 1s best.......

Venice to Russla: I think you're making a Mg mistake.

Vienna to Warsaw: OK, here’s my first lesson by mall. Oppose the guys that have
lots of units. Ally with the weak ones. Got that? Oh, never mind.

Venice to Anstria: In regards to last season®s plan, I think our Russian “ally” lost
the playbook.

Vienna to Warsaw: You don't think Turkey will take Moscow? You know, I've got this
ridge in New York that I'm willing to let go for a bergain.

Vienna to Munich: I'm sorry. This is so embarrassing. I'm really Just rescuing
you from the Russians.

Vienna to dnkara: I still think you're going to get more resistance than England.
France to Turkey(with apologies to Woody Allen): I don't want to achieve imwortality
through my press---I want to achieve it through not being eliminated.

Turkey to Venlice: Nothing is assured in PBM Diplomacy.

Mem to Turkeys Well some things are gquite assured.......

[SERBIA Quick, Scotty, beam us out of here!l

Yienna to Memphis: You know, I'm coming to see the beauty in DIAS more and more these
days

Memphis to Vienna: Now, I know you're not in your “right™ mind.

JBN to JRWs By the time you read this, you should have a letter from me. Keep in touch.
Vienna to Venice: Well, kimosabe, I think we'd better git the wagons in a circle. It's
beginnin' to look like we're headin' fer the last roundup.

Vienna to Venlce: 4And don'’t say "What mean we, Palefacel®™

Gainesville to the Warld: 9/4/82 Florida 17 Miami 14

9/11/82 Florida 17 Usc 9
How *bout them Gators?! Especially Wilbur Marshall and James Jones!

Vienna to Memphis: It's starting to lock like tollet bowl time.
Memphis to Apis: And my bedtime. It®s only 3:30 AM!! T41 Halloween!

Picture Guesses continued from page S\ . - - -

"American but not California. I'd guess East Coast. I don’t think he looks very trusts-
-worthy at all, tut then, the onl; pexrson 1've ever thought trustsworthy-leoking was
Dave Grabar, soc who am I to Jjudge™ To put a name to him--John Caruso. PS. Wha '\)1

R o e A s mE S St SR

t
happened to my Allen Wells' picture guess?" ((Q,oux QU W o o gpueat \Leder] Do sepornke
Mark Luedi(Michigan, USA): “This, I think, is ancther of the people I met at ChicagoCon ]
but didn't get a chance to chat with. Yes! Hiding behind that shirt and tie is somebody
who looks an awful lot like Jim Willlams. Is it he? A real definite guess there, huh?”

] Well, all those guesses sounded definite to me. The man whose picture appeared in i
EEs 16 & 17 is none other than...... Jim Williams of Iowa, a.k.a. England in EE's "Apis™. i
Jim was in my very first game in this hobby in Murd'ring Ministers and we were immediate :
friends. I still picture him in my mind as a young Jimmy Stewax® even after meeting hin.
"He is a good article and letter writer and a good cartoonist and just became the father

of Krystal Nicole Williams. I'm sure he will have some responses to yowr guesses.

Jim Willlams(Jowa, USA): "As I was perus through EE #17 and Greg Russell's I
E‘E‘.fe"_u?ﬁ'ﬁ"i"lgictufe of)Scooper Bercl?ehinse - I couldn't help tutgnotice the ggn' ance

between Berch and Mr. "Saturday Nights All Right for Fightin'" himself(See paged )(10O)
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TURKEY TILTS TOWARD AUSTRIA CAUSING RUMANIA DISASTER FOR RUSSIA!!!
ENCLISH WARSHIPS OFF KIEL AS GERMANY THWARTS A FURTHER FRANCO-ITALIAN ATTACK!!!
(X} POSITIONS IN SPRING 1902 (XD

i PRE SRRt L
S er P B Do
- - e

GAME: "Alsace-lLorralne™ 1981 IC

o TR o 2\ ALY
NEXT SEASON IS: PFall 1902
ZAT: Friday, December 3, 1982
CAME COLOR: Gumbich®

GAMR NOTES: So "Alsace-Lorraine” is
back onn track and is on 10-week deadlines.

If all the players.agwee, the deadlines
l' ’ -3 can be switched to 5-weeks in the future.
) ‘ Next season is Fall 1902 and, in the

x' - North American fashion, only Fall moves
are due. You do not have to sutwmit . .. -

] Fall moves. ' ) :
ZAT is German shorthsnd for “th

next deadline™ and is used in German zines,
Robexrt Jewett will be returning to
the US in Felxuary, 1963 and Thomas Franke

»
. Jaap Jacobs is now the Turkish player
) T . a and his press byline is "Heer Bommel”, the

. aln character in a popular Dutch cartcon
. which 18 your game's cartoon for this time by the way.

Heer Bommel is the beaxr in the
- bAg csh!th:lth;MT Your game 18 in Korean this time. Break the tle!!

/"

A kov O O WY W

+ Russia®s Flest Rumania,
| § oRpERS OF BATTLE Fom SPRING 1902 § 8
‘%‘rr'mh A Ven-(TYO), A Rom-(VEN),

|

|

[ﬂ (Kathy Byrne-yang) A (MUN) S FPrench A Bur-Ruh
3 F Nap-(I0N), F Tun-(TYS

¥ OSUT*RIA-HANGGARI: A Bud-(RUM), A Vie-(GAL)
% (Malc Smith-esi) A (SER) S A Bud-Rum

oy

P Tri-(ALB)

"j P RANGSU: A éar-—(PIc) » A -(GAS),
% (Thomas Franke-ssi) A (Nm?-ﬁuh, F Por-{MAO)
F Mar-(SPA-sc)

0SIAs F_(RUM S _A Sev, A (SEV) S F Runm Heer Boamel(see GAME NOTES) th
¢ (Robert -J'mt;—%—_t-ssi F Bot—(SWE), A Ukr-(MOS o g Joins the
k (Ro A uar-smmg' (wos) | _party of "Alsace-Lorraine®!

A (Bﬂ]-%g, A (RUH) S A Ber-Mun -
i (David O°Harxe-ssi) F Swe-(DEN), A (HOL) S English F Nth-Bel{NSO)

ET'0K I A (BUL) S Austrian A Bud-Rum, F (BLA) S Austrian A Bud-Rum
§ (Jaap Jacobs-Bsi) A (CRE) S A Bul, F Con~(ANK), F Smy-(AEG)
T YONGGUK s A Nwy-(FIN), F Nug-(NWY)

-

fMike Close-s=si) F Nth-(HEL), F Lon-(NTH)

f

e

%

{Austris to her Allles: It's been =0 long, that now I can't remember my superb plan to
i'take over the world. Damn.

‘Memphis to Austria: The game has been delayed since Aril and I'm afrald some of the
Ypress shows signs of wear and te&r.......

“Malc to Marion: Get well soon kid. :

Memphis to Alsace-Lorraine: On page\R is more of your long-delayed press. @

‘é‘:




. [ROME]- Help wanted! Red, white and Green hlocks are needed to stop the Yellow Fever

which wants to invade all of EFurope. If we allow this epldeaic, we might as well give

up and surrender to the Argentines. Well, why not, they®ll never hold the Falklinds-———

—--so0 we might as well give them hlocks to push around. By the way, this American 1is
~British--—-I'm pro-anyone who speaks English.

ﬁmvos AIRESVILLE, PRINCESS ANN LAND,(formerly Buenos Aires, _Argentina) J(VIA RUSSIA)

The British fleet has just departed after knocking the piss o of the Argentines, and

installing a government more amicable to British claims and sovereignty, the past

- government having been too friendly and close to ex—-Nazls like Adolf Eichwmann and Dr,

Mengele to name a few. The former government, which had the audacity to invade
British territory, was infiltrated with German Nazis who escaped from Germany after
World War II.

Memphis to Russia: I'm sure with such pro-British sentiments that You are going to
welcome the English with open arms into Finland, right?!

France to Memphis: How is Elsie? I'm very sorry that I won't be able to visit
DipCon

Memphis to France: Well if 1t‘*s not toco late for you to visit DipCon which was last
July, it's not too late for you to send a postcard to "Dunk Scott’s Head™ elther.....
Italy to Ne bors: If you really want an alliance with me——send me a postcard or
letter saying “Dunk Scotti's Head!™ For anyone who doesn't know what kind of lowlife
Hanson is--he 1s the same Scott Hanson who wrote the Argentines and told them to be the
first in their hemisphere to blow the British out of the Falklands!

Heer Bommel to Italia: Congratulations on your Warid Cup.

Memphis to Alsace-Lorraine: The rest of the press held up better than this, ha ha!!
France to England: We hope that Rhys will remain a trustful ally!

Memphis to AlLL: Rhys 1s a small town Welsh Yoy who has joined an international game
in America and 1s, even now, traveling to the USA and.....

Rhys of Cwmbau 1'r Bolo(Part IV)(England) *{The Journey Begins)“......On a grey[17],
windy morning the tank engine at the head of the 7:115 AM Merthyr to Cardiff chugged
merrlily along. In the rear carriage, Rhys sat and watched the countryside go past.

' He found it difficult to relax. This was his first trip on the train since last
year®'s Sunday School [18] outing to the funfair and seaside resort of Barry Island.
Tl'sesea?id.phadsoenedtobemchalongmmy£19]then.axﬂnowheuasgoingto
America .

Once Rhys had finally convinced his parents that he should play in the International
Game (if only to inform Americans of their errors in Diplomatic geography) the days up
to hls departure had passed in a blur. The farewell from Cwmbau had been amazing. On
his last night home a special party had been organized at the Coronation Cludb [Note 15,
Episode III | in his honour, and Nerys Jenkina had even let him walk her home, and then
(Rhys tlushed even as he formed the thought) kissed him to say goodnight.

Then the tearful parting on the rallway station this morning--it seemed that half
the town had come to see him off. A last hug from Nerys (and Tight in front of their
parents too--they would have him engaged in three days!), the engine beginning to puff
and clank, and he was off, a final plaintive cry from his mother ringing in his ear—-
--"And don't forget to wear clean underpants [20]] every day, boys, in case you get run
over and taken to the hospitall®™

The train od into Cardiff Central £ mimites later, tut Rhys didn*t have
time to dawdle [21]. No visit to the big city | 22] of Cardiff for him, no tright lights
of the exotic capital of Wales. He crossed rapidly to Platform 2 to catch the Express
to London Airport! : :

(Translator's Ngtes: [17J- Note proper speiling.

(183~ Held between the two normal Sunday Services in the church and chapels to
give Religious Instruction to the younger people of the area (and give the parents a
it of peace on Sunday afternoon!)

19 Cwmben to Cardiff-- 22 miles; Cardiff to Barry-- 10 miles.
20 “underpants” --- Iriefs, jockey shorts, etc,
21 “dawdle” --- hang around, waste time,
22 Cardiff population about 250¢,000.
Heer Bommel to the GM: Am I expected to write press?
GH to Heer Bommel: At least say "hi" to your friendly neighbors....
Malc to Jaap and Robhert: Welcome to the game, would you be so kind as to turn to face
the Eastern wall so I can use this sharp bit of surgical steel.....
Malc to Kathy: Woicha uggerlegs. I suppese it's my turn to say (et bloody writing”.
emphis to Malcs "Buggerlegs" Byrne replies on page v\ . I
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PLAYERS* RIGHTS WHEN DEALING WITH GMS AND OMBUDSMEN
OR

. SO FAR, LIKE, "ALICE IN WONDERLAND", MAN!
SR R IR I R K R 2R I IR I R 2R 2k 2 R b 0 R BRI R 2R A TR N

Yy Dick Martin(June 16, 1982): "Regarding the whole Dippy Don episcde-
B —-1 know exactly how you feel, I've felt the same way before. However,
A7I've fourki that writing the angriest letter possihble and setting it aside
“for a few days hslps me cool down. In the meantime, keep me up to date
" on the crusade. It's much more fun to be sitting on the sidelines
~cheering than it is to be in the ring, battling away!"

Dick Martin(September 16, 1982): “I don't know why I should restrict my press to
give you more space to abuse Don Ditter. {(if the rumors I hear are true). Does it mean
that if you lose the third time straight we'll have to go for four out of sevea® Why
do you insist on dredging up dead issues--just s0 you can eventually find someone who

agrees with you?r

Mark Berch{June 8, 1982)3 "The situation is a lot more complicated than I had
originally assumed.”

Rod Walker(July 18, 1982): “I believe we alWways have known this sort of probtlem
exlsted, tut until you twrought up this situation nobody was thinking much about it. T
hope that this subject will be discussed by various hobby presses and that one or more
volunteers(of sultable gualificatlons) will be avallable to start doing the necessary
work[ of investigating games(on the basis of complaints received J*

John Michalski(June 18, 1982): "You made a good choice in asking Berch and Walkerxr
to comment: +they know what's what. Unfortunately, 1t also means you will get two more
thumbs-down votes. You see, the basic complaint is only that Dick did a poor job of
GMing, which 1s not uncommon, sad to say. He viclated no rule of the game, only perhaps
of «~é&tiguette. From Chicage reports I've seen, you and Dick got aleng real chummy, so
I guess your chagrin has been transferred to Ditter. But to attack Ditter because he
failed to sympathize wlth the case you imagined you had , will only generate support for
Ditter. I suggest you devote the space to something else: maybe a bilg spread of Scott
dunking Kathy's head at Origins?"

John Caruso{August 16, 1982): "I think I'm going to take the Wll by the horms and
start an Omtudsman service. that, with the BNC's permission, will have the power to
infinence the BNC [ BOARDMAN NUMBER CUSTODIAN--present BNC is Don D:Ltter] to declare a
game lrregular. Thils service can also work as a medilator service for feuds, disputes
between pubbers and even in assistance to the Orpban Service. I am soliciting velunteers
for the OMBUDSMAN SERVICE POOL. This will be a group listing of all those avallable to
serve as a mediator for disputes, and approved by the BNC, a.nd/or other custodians. I'm
locking for feedback on thils, as I think it's a long time in coming. Long encugh have
the players suffered, feuds gone on and garbage been thrown at dipdom. It's time to
start having services that protect people*s xrights.”

Eric Kane{September 15, 1982): "If...anyone else has any complaints about my ruling,
I would suggest you contact Mark Berch(omtudsman)......If you want a different ombudsman
that is fine with me tut I don't know any others and besides, Mark is the only one who
gets Anduin so he would be most familiar with the zame.®

Gary Coughlan(June 2, 1982): "Please don't underestimate my bitterness or my
capaclty for getting my point across on a hobby-wlde baslis. I have been screwed and I
don't like it. Since Jamiary, I have worked within this system and I have received
nothing but being screwed. Ditter's failures 4did it. I am golng to get action of some
kind even if it is only in my zine. However some support would be nice. I don't see
this rallying around the BNC and defending his perogatives merely because he is the BNC.
Doesn't the player who seeks an ombudsman have any damn rights in this hobby at all?
Doesn't anybody glve a damn or least somethling more than 1lp service? We shall find out.”

8tgtistics. This hobby is filled with statistics. Statistics about almost any
toplc you can think of. For instance, 18.5% of all Austrias open with the so-called
“Balkan Gambit, Galicia Variation.” More people ose last name starts with "S" began 2
({contirmed on page \\



“"PLAYERS* RIGHTS" Continued from page \3

]
games in 1981 than any other letter of the alphabet(6l); 14 zines were responsitle for
starting 68 of the 140 games which were began in 1981 in North Americaj; Dick Martin's

- Hobby Census shows 803 players and their addresses and this is only a partial lising

as only 27 pubbers sent in their address lists. We can predict the average number of
zines that willl arise each year, and how many of them will fold. Yes, statisties on
almost every subject.

Except one in particular: how many players get disgusted with a GM's treatment of
thelr game, see no remedy and leave the hobby disillusioned? I know just how they feel
because that situation happened to me. But instead of leaving the hobby, I decided to
work to remedy my case within the system that the hobby has evolved for settling game
disputes. I avalled myself of the services of an omtudsman and when I began, I knew
nothing of how the system worked. I certainly know now and although my “case" supposedly
was settled in early March, I am still bitter at the teeatment at I received 6 months
later, today. So bitter, that I have resolved that no player who reads thils article will
be as stupld as I was or as nalve 1f they decide to go to an ombudsman. It has also
redoubled my efforts to bend over backward to give EE players the fall benefit .of the :
doubt and do everything within my power to see that they have no reason for complaints.

Before I get into that part of this article, let me stress that you do not run for
an ombudsman at the first sign of trouble with a GM. You should try to wexrk it out with
him if at all possible. Most GMs are reasonaltile I found; a few are not. But if there
is continuing trouhle or you and the GM cannot resolve your difficultles, then you
sheuld seek an ombudsman. Usually the GM is the one who decides& who the ombudsman will
be but most will try to pick someone who is agreeable to you.

Now for the kad news, from the player's viewpcint. The GM doesn't have to call an
ombudsman. He can ignore your request. And there is absolutely zilch that you can deo
about it. Some GMs write into their houserules that ayers can have access to an
ombudsman in the event of conflict, like EE (See for EB's ombudsman poilcy). But
even if an ombudsman is called, the GM is in no way required to ablide by the ombudsman's
decision should it go against himself. And again there is nothing the player can do
about that. When you, as a player, walk into the hobby's world of ombudsman and
difficulties with your GM, you are entering a world with its own logic and if you are
like me everything seems topsy-turvy like "Alice In Wonderland."

This story is a true one and it is about an ombudsman case that I had this year.

I am still very bitter about what I had to experience and I am afrald that this will show
through at times. I have decided that instead of sulking about it, that I am goling to
throw my welght towards the ideas that John Caruso and Rod Walker mentloned in their
quotes at the beginning of this article on page \3 . More on that later.

Yo you think that when an ombudsman is called in your game dispute, that beth you
and the GM have to present your sides to the ombudsman? Wrong! The burden of proof is
entirely on you as the player. Most GMs are decent and competent and treat their
players fairly. Because of this, or in large measure because of 1it, the GM in all
ombudsman cases is given the benefit of every doubt---count on that. You as the player
will have to prove every single point and you will never be given the benefit of the
doudbt. The reputation of the good GMs is such that this benefit of the doubt also is
covering bad GMs. Count on that too. It's the nature of the game. Again, I didn‘'t
know that either. Beneflt by my experience.

Anyone can be an ombudsman but a few individuals get called repeatedly like
Mark Berch, Randolph Smyth and John Michalskil.

If you think that a G¥ has messed up your game so badly that it should be declared
irregular, there is only one person you can go to in this hobby, the Boardman Numberx

Custodian. The present BNC is Don Ditter, who can also act as an ombudsman. No other
ombudsman has the authority to declare a game irregular; only Ditter has that right.
Remember that so that your GM doesn't let you waste time and stamps sending your
complaint to an ombudsman who cannot rule on that specific point.

In this hobby there is no "GM Code of Ethlcs" although one has been talked about
for years. GMscan write their own rules, before and during games in progress . GMs
are a law unto themselves. At the very least you, as a player, should check a GM's
houserules before you ever sign up for one of hls games.

I am hopeful that this article will create some sort of awareness among players,
GMs and (1s there any othexr category?) that something needs to be done to prevent players
from feeling that GMs and ombudsmen are acting against their interests. I never used

+to think that, but now that ve been through the ombudsman system, I have very
negative feellngs abo“tt%"e #nold syste ((Continued on page \S ))
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2 The only way I know how to do this is to show you what I
went through. I doubt I would even be concerned with this Xkssue
unless I had had thls experlence. This is essentially my view
in this issue. In #19, Mark Berch, Rod Walker and Don Dititer
will present their side of thls issue. John Michalski and
_ “ Dick Martin can also, tut I will be correcting Dick in that issu
. L .g,sf,/: due to his vendetta against me in his Retaliation 1f he submits
anything. Mark Berch has told me that he will be in Spain in October so ifXfoes not
have the time to prepare his sutmission for #19, he can put it in for EE #20. I will
not be correcting Berch, Pitter, Walker or Michalski in #19. That is, in effect, their
issue. T

I realize that #18 and #19 is shutting out the subbers to a large degree. Only
the plcture contests and a few other things are being carried. But the lssues are
free to you and I hope you will regard them as worth your time. I have heard from
two subbers on thils, Mark Keller and Mark Luedi.

Mark Keller says: "I have some ideas about ombudsman disputes. They may be as off
or on base as my ideas about orphans(the next Voice gg_Doom). I'11l hold off saying
anything 'till I get the inside story from you in #18 and #19.“

Mark Luedi says: "Don't you think you'd better reserve a lot of space in #20 for
all the unsplicited responses you'll be getting from your readers® If this is as hot
as it sounds, you're going to be getting a lot of people with their comments in your
mallbox. Myself, I think if you're going to put EE readers in on this, you should
let them respond in the pages of EE. It's only falr. I'm (kina of?) looking Fforward
to it."”

Well I hope that subbers will respond in #20. But please walt until you do see
what is put forward in #19, and not just what you willl read in #185. I certainly do
want your feedback. I know that several of you who are also Whitestonia subbers have
already volunteered to be a part of the OMBUDSMAN SERVICE POOL that John Caruso has
proposed. GCet invelved. These are your rights we are talking about. If you don't care
about how your games are handled, no one else will.

Briefly, the game that I was in,R-3, went first to John Michalskl as omtudsman and
then to Don Ditter as omtudsman/BNC. (It should have gone to Ditter at the very first
bat that was the GM's fault and my ignorance. I wanted an irregular ruling from the
first). Don Ditter did not tell me why he ruled as he did. He ignored me for 3 months.
I became angry and then had Rod Walker and Mark Berch review this case. They essentiall:-
held up Don Ditter's position. I was determined that no player would be ignored in this
fashion without some pulhlic notice. It was wrong. Based on this, that it would be going
public, Mark Berch wrote me the following on June 8, 1982:

*You have obviously put out a tremendous amount of effort into this already. I
could have put out an entire issue of Diplomacy Digest, I suspect with the time and
effort that you have already poured into this. BSo far, you have nothing to show for it;
indeed, matters have actually gotten worse as your complaint has been expanded from
Martin to Ditter. The question you must ask yourself is whether you are putting even
more “costs" into this merely in an attempt to have something to "show" for your already
nassive investment. And believe me, the costs will go up. There will be the additional
time that Rod and I put in, the time to present this stuff in a zine, and if it's in EE,
the space allocation there, and the fact that you will be altering the very nature of
the zlne. Your hobby reputation will suffer---and is this issue worth the cost of
reducing your hobby reputation? Even if your position is generally recognized as
correct, your reputation will suffer--make NO mistake about that. Unless the target is
utterly villainous, people don't like to hear this kind of stuff, and will resent it.

No one really likes a giant killer, particularly a glant who has been doing the part of
the job,they are concerned with,well (assigning numbers, reporting games, etc.). Believe
me, I know what I am talking about. Nothimg I have done in Diplomacy Digest has gotten
me more complalnts from my readers than my attacks on Tretick. It may seem very
unidealistic to consider the costs of an operation as having to be balanced against its
value, but that's the real world."

I replied to Mark Berch on June 10, 1982: "You are not the first to observe that
I have put out a tremendous effort in this matter. DPerhaps you will be unlike the others
who obviously did not think I was serious in my complaints or that I would not follow
through. You see, when I am screueq)as in this case, I want to find out every little

detail that went into that decision. Apparently some of these people are not used to
({(Continued on page 14 )g




e -

"PLAYERS' RIGHTS" Continued from page S

"being questioned on their actions, period. There is no room for infallibility in this
hobby ."

"We will see whether my reputation will suffer or not. Ditter may be a "giant" to
you but to me this “giant” has clay feet. I was alsc one of the people who was bored
stiff at the Tretick issue. It was in every zine it seemed issue after lssue after
interminable issue. While bored though, it at least sunk in and I neither subbed to nor
played under him nor is he allowed to sub to or play in my zine. I think Don Ditter had
better be worried about his own reputation in this matter and I think, my own opinion
now, that is what you are primarily concerned with here also. You don't seem to mind
that a player was screwed, you only comment "The situation is a lot more complicated
than I had originally assumed."” Indeed 1t is."

+ ++++F++FF+ AT FF At

S0 now you know why your EE 18 and 19 are speclal issues and that you are getting
them ¥Free. I worked within the hobby system until ORIGINS in Baltimore and found no
Teal satisfaction. But some of the ideas that Rod and Mark proposed can be made to work
as John Caruso is trying to do. Most of these events you are about to read happened
over 6 months ago and, while my feelings have cooled off considerably, I am still quite
upset at the treatment I received. And believe me, what happened to me can happen to
you. To prevent that is the primary reason for these two special issues. So let's
get down to cases:

Essentials: R-~-3, or 1979 KG is a game carried in Retaliation anmd GMed by Dick
Martin. I am Turkey, Jack Masters came in as a standby for Austria(and was replaced
by Steve Langley), Scott Jones is England, Stephen Lee is France and Bob Olsen was
Germany.

This game has been plagued with GMing errors by Dick Martin who showed irritation
whenever he was questioned. Midway in the game, he imposed DIAS {Draws Include All
Survivors] on 1t. I did not sign up for a DIAS game and was upset about this. Masters
changed sides, cliting DIAS made our 2-way alliance impossible. My position was ruined
by this and further GMing errors. Eventually, we got Dick to put DIAS up for a vote.
Since I was Instrumental in getting him to do this, I naturally assumed that it would be
voted by game [There were 4 games eligihle to votej. It was not. 6 people voted to
throw it out, 4 people voted to retain it, and 4 didn't tother to vote. Dick claimed
this as an 8-6 victory for DIAS and kept it.

Later I found out that at least 3 of the 5 R-3ers, and with strong suspiclons of
the remalning 2 had voted to oust DIAS from R-3. Clearly Dick had gone against the will
of the majority in this game. Coupled with this was what I regarded as another GMing
act of reprisal against me. This is item 4. With this I had had it. I felt Dick was
a sloppy GM and was twlsting the rules agalnst me. I asked for an ombudsman.

Bear in mind, that this was one of my first games. I had poured tons of enthuslasm
into it. It was, or had been, my favorite game. The deadline was announced to be on
January 21st. I wrote Dick a letter asking for an ombtudsman on January 2, 1982. The

——— -

"We talked hefbreEA previous disagreement when I was trylng to remove the game
from Retaliation] that both of us thought Ron Brown[ of California_] would be a good
choice. Any of these guys would also be acceptable to me: Jchn Daly, Bob Sergeant,
Don Ditter, Andy Lischett or John Michalsk} in additicn to Ron Brown. I hope one of
them 1s acceptahble to you also. All of them scored at the top of the last Leedexr GM
poll{for experlence of GMing many games) and I want someone with experience because I
want him to rule specifically whether R-3 can be ruled irregular or not.”

“That is how strongly I feel about how R-3 has been run. I diddn't put in 2 years
of work Jjust to see it go down the drain through what I conslider unfalr rulings. I
know you have a different perspectlive and that's why I want an ombudsman."

"I'm golng to enclose a postcard so you can tell me if the delay is granted and
which omtudsman you would like to have. I will make sure that you get a copy of every-
-thing that I write to the ombudsman you choose. I would llke to get this settled as
soon as possible so the game can elther continue at the deadline after thls one or be

I think I have an advantage most player®*doc not have; I own a xerox machine. I
would send copies of everything that I sent to the ombudsman to Dick Martin, my GM.
I made copies for myself. My case papers totalled 18 pages. If I had had to do this
at the lilrary xerox machine the cost would have been prohibitive.
((Ccontinued on page V1 )) (»
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So I settled back and walted for Dick Martin to return my post-
-card letting me know who he had chosen as ombudsman. I had still
heard nothing from my GM by January 16th and the deadline was January
21st and I didn't know 1f he was granting a delay or anything. 3So

*It has been two weeks now since I have written to you about R-3.
I have not yet receilved back the post card I sent you so you could tell
me who the ombudsman you chose was. I hope you got the original lettier.

: ‘ - Just in case you didn't, I will send you a copy of that letter.......
«+..1 can't overemphasize both how important calling an ombudsman i1s to me and that this
game, and how it has been run, has nothing to do with our personal friendship. All of
this was explained in the January 2nd letter of which you are getting a copy.

You called a deadline of January 21st for R-3. Therefore, in case the Jan Znd
letter 4id not reach you I am sending this letter plus a copy of the Jan 2nd letter plus
my orders to you in 3 separate letters each with a postcard for your reply as to whom
will be the ombudsman.

One letter will go by special delivery--certified so that you have to slgn to get
1t. Another letter will go by regular mail to your Greenbelt address and the 3rd
letter will go to your Rockville address. All will be malled from the post office today
and I know that of these 3 letters plus the one I mailed to you 2 weeks ago, that at
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Speclal delivery letters are expensive., Certified letters are more expensfe.
On Jamuary 20th, 1982, the day before the deadline and over two weeks after I had written
Dick, the postcard from the January 2nd letter arrived in Memphis naming John Michalski
as the ombudsman.{I had numbtered the postcards in the other three letters|. Later,
much later, I found out why Dick had delayed for so long. He wrote me on February 25,
1982: "I waited so long because I'm very tired of the whole thing. There was no need
for one ombudsman, mich less two.” And on March 23, 1982 Dick Martin wrote: *I
waited 2 weeks intentionally out of apathy, not conspiracy as you imply." And a 1little
later in that same March 23, 1982 letter he said:s "While I am a falr and impartial
GM, T don't work quickly to correct any problems. Only those which are problems.”

Now 1t is time to look at some of those problems. I will not reproduce the entire
18 pages of evidence here, don't worry. But I will produce just one page of the 3-page
cover letter that I sent to John Michalskl on January 30th. Dick had waited so long
to get back to me with his choice that I had to put EE ocut on my deadline weekend and
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"This letter and these supporting documents are to present my case for you to
mediate between me, as & player in 1979 KG (Retaliation's "R-3") and Dick Martin as
the GM for R-3. Before I begin, I want it understood that my dispute is with Dick as
a GM and not with him as a person or a friend. Friendship should have nothing to do
with GMing or playling in a game. Dick is recelving copies of everything that I am
sending to you.

Dick Martin has interfered with R-3 to an extraordinary extent and his interference
has changed the outcome of R-3. I feel that R-3 should be declared irregular and volided
as a game as a result. I intend to prove this with the supporting documents which I
have numbered 1 to 13 for your convenience.

Dick's interferences have fallen into three categories: (1) Questionable GM rulings
such as the Winter 1910 season--mamber 4. (2) His 1llegal imposition of DIAS upon R-3
and his malntaining of it when a clear majority of the R-3 players did not want it and
(3) His removal of Jack Masters from R-3 for unexplained reasons. I will deal with
each of these separately.

(1) In both Winter 1908 and Winter 1909, Dick screwed up the supply chart center.
In Retaliation #37/38 (August 8, 1981), Dick listed Anstria as being even. 1 discovered
that Austria could tuild one unit. I told this to France who had not noticed 1t.
Austria being our enemy at the time, we did not tell him that he was really entitled to
tild another unit to throw at us in Winter 1909. Neither of us submitted conditional
orders so as not to tip off the GM to tip off Austria.

The GM is supposed to be fair and impartial. It is still inconcelvable to me that
Dick never told us that he was golng to allow Austria to build that one unit which is
what he did in Retaliation #39/40(September 12, 1981). The zine was also one week late
and Dick did not adjust the deadlines. I asked r a delay and he was very reluctant

((Continued on page \§ ))
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“about granting it but when I got the other players to request a delay he flnally did.
But he refused to allow Spring 1910(the season when the Austrian effectively used the
one build we were not told about) to be played over and my position consequently became
worse than it was before. I hold this to be squarely Dick Martin's fault. He should
have informed us that Austria was given a build so that we could have submitted
conditional orders. He did not.

[(Dick's explanatisﬁ%of this failure to notify the players of the Austrian tuiild
came to me Octeber 2nd en he said: "The Austrlian F Tri-Alb 1is legitimate. It replaces
an army which had been annihilated. I just forgot to list it, is all"]

"I should point out at this time, Dick and I were not friends. It was during the
aftermath of this Winter 1909/Spring 1910 season that he sent out the letter to the
R+3 players This is number 1. I indeed was trying to remove the game from Dick's
GMing because his mistakes showed no sign of ceasing, especially in view of how he
sald he GMed(which was in Retaliation #39/40, page 24). Also I felt he was needling me
and I felt just removing the game would be best."

[That way of Gming by Dick was, in his words: "To give you folks some background,
I GM all my games at the typewriter as I go along. I don't set up the board, ever. I
don't use maps. After 7 years of Dip, I have the thing pretty well memorlzed. The only
problem is, I trust my players to know what they are doing. So if a player Jjust orders
a tuild, or unit he doean't have, sometimes I catch it, sometimes I don't. I also
rely very lightly on the previous turn's results." ]

“This brings us to Dick's removal of Jack Masters. Jack resigned after Dick's
critical remarks about him in Retaliation #41/42(0October 10, 1981). But, apparently
before the Winter 1910/Spring 1911 season deadline, wanted his position back and Pick
refused to allow thils for "related developments”. This has not yet been explained
because Retaliatlion has not been published since November. I find it hard to believe
that Jack decelwved the GM in some way which is really the only legitimate way someone
conld be removed from a game. This is number 4, circled in red flair.

I also take issue with the way Dick handled R-3 in Winter 1910 and Spring 1911
(See mumber 4 and 5). It is true in my orders that I did not retreat my dislodged
Fleet Naples to Apulia. It is also equally clear that I wanted io remove Fleet
Constantinople and Fleet Ankara.

My oxrders and the Anstrilan orders make 1t clear that my “intent" was to have a
fleet in Apulia and that it was attacking Venice with support of the Austrians. He
correctly stated that "no retreat recelved” and retreated it to the box. Then he, in
effect, removed one of my fleets because he “accepted the first removal listed as the
one intendéd rather than use the CD removal rules{which, even though not ambiguous,
are not suited for this instance.* [This last quote is Dick Martin's wnrds]

I no longer know what houserules are acceptable in what instances to Dick. He
seems to do what he want to. If he is going to remove one of my fleets because it was
simply 1isted first and not in alphabetical order and not according to any established
procedure because he thinks that was “the one intendéd”, then why didn't he start even
earlier and see that my “intent* was to have a Fleet Apulla? Instead he removes the
dislodged Fleet Naples and thereby interferes with what was clearly Turkey's and
Austria's intent from their orders........

{(My Turkey had allied with the new standby for Austria, Steve Langley. In this
cover letter I also discussed the DIAS situation in R-3 already mentloned on page lb
I then ended my letter to John Michalski with these comments]

"So, to sum up: Dick Martin, as the GM, has made several GM errors which hawe
damaged my posltion unfairly and beyond my "diplomacy™ to correct. He has lmposed DIAS
on a game after that game had begun and he is keeping it in that game when the clear
majority of the players have voted against keeping it in their game. He has removed
Jack Masters as a player from a position he wished to keep and he has not explained
these reasons. He 1s removing my units by what he thinks I intend and not by any
establ ished standard.

All of these actions have rulned my position as the Turkish player. Due to Jack
Masters® interpretation of DIAS, he turned from a sure Austro-Turkish victory to
attacking me because DIAS rendered hls goal, at least, impessihle. Now the game 1is
ggigf Agon by the English-French. 1 was prepared to accept this and be exterminated

called for ,,..i47 secott Jones{ R~3 England who made 3 of 5 voting against DIAS ]
((continued on page {9 ) ‘
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”ca.lled and until Dick started removing my units without any real

- As a result, I do not feel it is enough to throw DIAS out now.
3 The damage has been done. It is impossitble to put Jack Masters back
" . into the game. He has been removed for "related developments". It
would be "unfair® to the other players to replay Winter 1910/Spring
31911 as I and Austria "intended" 1t due to Dick's actions. This game
has been interfered in to an extraordinary extent by the GM and I
think becauseoixis actions, which are at the very least questionabtle, that R-3 should

be declared irregula.r and volded.

Thanks for reading through all this John and I will abide by your decision no matter
what{ it is. Under no circumstances am I resigning from R-3. Either this game is
declared irregular or I'm writing my end game statement! One of the two! But that is

In the meantime, Dick Martin had sent me a letter telling him he was going to
ad judicate R-3 on February 13th which was certainly less tharn a month's delay and
wouldn't give Michalskil time to delve intc any guestions that he might want answered
from elther of us. Dick's reasoning was: “This whole matter is taking more time than
it should. So I'1l be adjudicating R-3 on 2/13." My thoughis were that it wasn't I
who had delayed naming an ombudsman for over two weeks.

I got Michalskl's decislion on Felwuary 8, 1982, a Monday. It had been written
Felruary 4th. Before I tell you what it said I must mention that I latexr that week

got a note from Dick Martin written on Felpruary 6 and malled February 8. Dick's
note said:
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"Got all your stuff regarding R-3 today. I think I should point ocut one important
fact: only the BNC can declare a game lrregular. That's something to keep in mind,
wouldn't you

I suppose 1'll get legalistic and send my side of the story to JM [John Michalski ]
and you'll get a copy when I get to it. Sigh....

«s:..01d I tell you that only the BNC can declare a game irregular? So if that's
what you have in mind, you should start writing to Dippy Don. I don't think he'll
touch R-3, but that's just my personal belief. You're free to find out for yourself,
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Since I had stated in my January 2nd letter to Dick Martin that I wanted an
ombudaman who could "specifically"” declare R-3 irregular and that Don Ditter was among
those listed, I quite naturally wondered why, since Dick from this letter obvieusly
knew that only the BNC fit that description, why he went ahead and picked someone
whe did not have that authority. He had picked Michalskl. Finally he answered my
question to this in a letter of Felruary 25, 1982 when Dick said: "I picked John because
I knew he'd make a fair judgement, and it'd be interesting to read.” Yes, John did
make a falr judgement in so far as he had authority; but he couldn't declare the game
irregular which is what I had "speclfically"” asked for.

I also wondered in view of what Dick wrote in his February 6th letter if he had
sent anything in at all to Michalski. Slowly I was learning..... John Michalski’s
comments in hls ombudsman decision are next:

“"Re the dispute: Overall, Dick #wins. Not really, as the issues aren't "hard"
enough to really nail down, but I hate suspense, so I thought I'd start with the overall
leaning first, and get down to these explanations later.

The issues:t Gary calls on me to rule the game ilxregular for varlous reasons, a
serious charge. Fortunately for the hobby, ruling a game regular or irregular is solely
the perogative of the then-reigning 8NC, Don Ditter at the present time, in case you
want to forward a lot of this to him. Of all the issues, I would have to say that the
only real basis for ruling it lrregular that would really stand up might be the Masgters
item. I suggest that if this is pushed te the BNC, you beef up the claim with something
firmer though, if at all possihle, from Masters himself on this. It will be an uphill
fight though, if Masters did sulmit a resignation......

The next most serlous charge is the GM interference part. Gary 1s right that the
events named did affect hils position; however, it is not adeguate grounds for lrregularity.
.=..Now, as to removing F Con over F Ank: we come close on_this, since it is a ess on
the GM's part when two removals are listed and one is needed, which to remove. fsl a .
practical matter, the GM can do almosti a.nyth:Ln% :a%ly. +r+sse+.The possibllity does exist

- {(' ontinued on page <O
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"that a GM can use such judgement calls for or against people for his own reasons; that
is true tut it is in the very nature of postal Dip that you are accepting the honor of
the GM 1n such matters. GMs do not always prove to be honorable, btut a player's only
recourse in such cases is to elther resign, get the game moved via agreement of all the
other players, start a feud, make attacking editorials, vote him low in the next leeder
poll......For as long as the GM covers himself with a fig leaf of falrness, he 1s
covered; he is presumed right and honorable unless proven otherwise, and to say that
cne's positlion suffered Justifies your being pissed, tut frankly, that’s about it.....
.es...ON DIAS IN R-3]...Dick announced that his games would be up to a vote, and
that non-votes would be yeses. Stacking the deck perhaps, ut again, this is a
legitimate GM perogative. You announce the basis and then hold the vote, Gary did not
understand this to be on an all-games-affected basis, and thought it was on a game-by-
-game basis, and feels rightly pissed. Dick has good reason for doing so, however, in
wanting to run all affected games either one way or the other, so again, in matters of

When I got Michalski'’s decision, I was really stunned. I thought I had presented
my case so well, all those documents,all that time. Then seeing the GM winning by
definition, winning by benefit of the doubt. I wrote John Michalskl asking what Pick
had sent him and just how bad a GM had to be before a game is declared irregular—-I
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*PDick's letter.....there was nothing to it: only a ho-hum,please rule-so-we-can-
get-on-with-the-game. He did say he felt DIAS was not an issue, which was not exactly
true. It could have been if he had mishandled or misapplied it. As to Pwhat must he
do”, well, the CM must violate the rules of play and/or principles of falrness. He has
not, at least not as far as has been argued....Any GM operates in a position of trust--
--he is trusted to do right.....

ess.:All the 'legalistic mishmash' you deride is in fact fairness: applying some
loglcal standard against his conduct before Jjudging it. ‘'Players’ rights'? Come on,
Gary, that's just sour grapes. He adjudicates the oxders and gets out the results.
Maybe not like Kendter or Conner does, but 'within the law' so to speak...Pendancy,
arrogance, even sloppiness and tardiness, do not make a game irregular. A poor GM,
yes, but an irregular game, no. It detracts from the fun, btut if all the playexrs
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As reported on page 1€, we had tried to remove the game tut one player wouldn't go
along. That one player has a subzine in Dick's zine Retallation. Kathy Byrne is trying
to move her R-12 game from Retaliatlon and she has told me that this same one player
is the only sticking point. But the fact remalns: all players have to agree to move
a game or it doesn't get moved.

I decided to forward my documents to Don Ditter since someone who had the authority
to rule R-3 irregular in the first place was who 1 had wanted from the start. I
sent the following to him on Febmuary 10th, 1982. As always I sent copies of everything
to my GM, Dick Martin. I still had not seen what he had sulmitted to Michalski.

T am in a game dispute with my GM, Dick Martin. The game 1s 1979 KG also known
as "R—}:, Dick selected John Michalski as the ombudsman but he says that only you, the
BNC, can declare a game irregular if 1t needs to be and sugzested that I forward my
complaint to you....

John states that I need to "beef up my claim with something firmer though, if at
all possible, from Masters himself on thls" I'm sending this letter to you special
delivery. At the same time, Dick Martin is getting copies of all this both special
delivery and by regular mail. Jack Masters is being contacted by special dellvery
also. I am enclesing a copy of my letter to Dick where I am asking him tc postpone the
deadline from Feb. 20th until February 27th so that Jack has time to reach you and you
have time to come to a decision. Also the 15th is a mail holiday so I don't think this
delay 1s unreasonable since I am further appealing my case to you.

I don't know if you are a subber of Retaliation, as John was, so I am enclosing
additional documents for you which are explained in the "“G" letter in the main....

ver+.] am enclosing some stamps for you to use to write to the other R-3 players
and/or send all of these documents back to me when you have made your decision. You can
send back any extra stamps at that time itoo.”

Although I have requested February 27th as a deadline, I do think Dick should wait

((continued on paged) ))
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"to adjudicate the game until he hears from you. I know as the BNC
: you are very busy. So I await your decision. Thanks for your time,
Don."

b e T e e M e . v O s ——————— —— T T e LD, Y ekt e o . e et i i e AN o S T

Okay, let's get a guick review in here of what had happened
up to this point in time. I had requested an omtudsman who could
declare a game irregular not knowing, in my lignorance, that only

the BNC had this right. I had also listed the BNC as one of my
:ﬁé’”{"ﬁ?iﬁfﬁ?g hel cholces. The GM, because he thought it would be “"interesting"
————————————————————— Fpicked an ombudsman who couldn't rule the game irregular: ' The
GM kept sending me postcards(all of which I had provided when I was wondering why he
hain't told me who the ombudsman was for over two weeks) telling me that he was goling to
go ahead and adjudicate R-3 on such-and-such a date.

In the meantime, I was sending complete coples of everything I was writing to the
GM and had got nothing about what he was writing in return. I was sending much of my
stuff by special delivery so that it would speed up the resolving of things. Costly.
= Jack Masters, the player who had been removed from R-3, had been criticized by
almost the entire hobby for printing uncalled—for remarks about Kathy Byrne in his
zine and had announced that he was leaving the hobtby. I didn't know if he would write
to Don Ditter or not. Then, on February 25, 1982, Don Ditter replieds ____ __

“"After reviewlng all informatlion on 1979 KG, I must agree with the omtudsman
decision. The GMing was proper, albeit not perfect. GMs use different metheds of - -
making a decislion if ambiguities occur. While I agree with John, that Dick was a bit
too technical in his ruling, there are GMs in the hobby who are very technical.
Apparently, Dick is one of them.

As for the DIAS ruling; a vote was taken and it passed. I can sympathimize with
the fact your fellow players were agalnst it, btut the majority ruled. It 1s certainly
Dick's perogative to txeat all games as a block. You should not have assumed it was
an individual game ruling.

As for the rest of your points, I have to agree with John Michalski‘'s judgement.
John 1s an established GM. In a situation llke this he is an excellent choice for
ombud sman .

In conclusion I will refer to your letter to John dated January 30, 1982 and 1
quote, "Thanks for reading through all this John, and I will abide by your decision no
matter what it is." You asked for an omtudsman ruling, you received it and I concur.

P.8. If you want your evidence returned, let me know."

[And 1in a personal note at the bottom, Don Ditter wrote to me]:

"Gary: Sorry my ruling could not be more favorabtle for you, tut the other players
would certainly feel cheated 1f the game was declared irregular. 1 probably would feel
the same as you in this matter and probably would have resigned long ago, as I don't
iike to play for a technical GM."

———— ——— —— e e U —— —— . . S— — o A — —— . — T " i S . S . PO i it e e

Bear two things in mind about this Don Ditter letter. He sald absolutely nothing
about the removal of Jaok® Masters from R-3, which was a big part of my case. And he
didn't return my documents even though I had sent him the stamps and asked him to do so
in my February 10th letter. Remember these two points because they will come up again.
Also remember his comment to me where I sald that I would abide by Michalski's decision.

The day before I got Don Ditter's letter, I finally got some answers from Dick
Martin which have been meviously discussed in this article. He finally sent me the
only thing that he had sent to John Michalskl's as his "side” in this case. It was:

“As you may - -know you've been chosen as the "ombudsman" for R-3. You don't? OCh.
To correct Gary, the only thing under dispute are the Turkish orders. DIAS is not a
question! This is all pretty silly, actually. I Jjust will not accept impllied retreats
and see no reason why I should. Sigh. Then I just took the first removal listed,
rather than use CD removals. No blg deal. Could you please rule ASAP [As Soon As
Possitle], so_the_gsme can get back on_the track?"

—_———e e ML e = R e - e ke ————— i — e B Y — W m—— — —— — — —

That was the only thing that Dick Martin as the GM submitted in his behalf. Please
notice that it also didn't mention Masters' removal in any way. Since I had had to
badger Dick for weeks to even get this from him, I wondered whether Don Ditter had
recelved the same thing from Dick when he made his decision since this letter arriwved
from Dick the day before Ditter's letter arrived at my house.

((Continued on page R




"PLAYERS® RIGHTS" Contimued from page A1V .

Also in Dick's letter was the reason why he had removed Jack Masters from the ga.me.'
I won't reveal that until later in the article. Retaliation had arrived on Felmuary 3,
1982 and all Dick had said in the zine about the "related developments" of removing
Jack Masters was: "Masters has been removed because I never want to have anything to do
with the lying SOB again. I'm in this hobby for fun, and I get very upset when jerks
do what they can do to ruin that. I won't put up with that trash." Very moving words
and I'm sure that they were sincere tut it was not a fit explanation for removing Jack
Masters. Don Ditter had been sent a copy of this too. I replied to Don Ditter's
letter on February 25, 1982. Please remember the polnts that I told you to remember
on_page 2} about Don Ditter’'s previous letter and its omissions. _ _______ ____ __

"I received your letter today concerning 1979 KG(R-3), and I want to clear up a few fa
points and misconceptions and to request some further information from you. I recognize
that R-3 will not be declared irregular and that the game will go on.

1 agree that John Michalskl 1s an excellent GM. I had him listed as one of my
original choldes for Dick to select that would be acceptalble to me. However, this is .
what I said in my original letter to Dick, which is item (6).

*We talked before that both of us thought Ron Brown would be a good choice.
Any of these guys would also be acceptable to me: John Daly, Bob Sergeant, Don Ditter,
Andy Lischett or John Michalskl in addition to Ron Brown. I hope one of them is
acceptahle to you also. All of them scored at the top of the last Leeder GM Poll(for
experience of CMing many games) and I want someone with experience because I want him
to rule specifically whether R-3 can be ruled irregular or not."

I don't know how this could have been made clearer. I have not been in an ommudsman
situation before, I did not know that only the BNC could declare a game irregular as
John Michaiskl pointed out to me. From a later postcard, I know now that Dick knew this
all along. Then why did Dick pick John in the first place? I don't know tut this type
of minxl game has been what Dick has done to me lately. He also waited two weeks to
even choose an ombudsman so it wasn't a rushed decislon.

John sald that I could forward my evidence to the BNC which 1is you and you were
listed on my list tc Dick. He suggested that I "beef up"” my charges if I did so. I
feel I was fully wilthin my rights in going to a GM who had the power of declaring a
game regular or irregular, which is what I clearly requested in the first place.

I have written to John telling him that I agreed with his decision based on the facts.
that he had and that I fully expected you to agree with his declision. I think John is
also - fair and competent and my decision to go to you is no reflection on his abllity.
But I have put two years into this game, and I don't enter many, and I wanted to do
everything possitle to keep it from goling down the drain from my viewpoint.

So then I wrote; “Thanks for readlng through all this John, and I will ablide by
your decision no matter what it 1s." I wrote this thinking that John or any orbudsman
could rule a game irregular. You wrote me: "You asked for an ombudsman muling, you
recelved it, and I concur.” I asked for sommone who could rule it irregular, a different
matter.

You also said: "P.S. If you want your evidence returned, let me know." Well, Don
if you read my letter to you when I sent you ny evidemne on February 10th you will see
these words: "I am enclosing some stamps for you to use to write the other R-3 players
and/or send all of these documents back to me when you have made your decision.  You
can send back any extra stamps at that time too."” You must pardon me here 1f I feel that
you didn't really look very much at what I sent you when I read that. But I am returning
these stamps because I do want my evidence back. Thank you.

And I have one final regquest and there is absolutely no rush on it, I just want an
honest answer. In your letter to me, you didn"t mention, at all, that Dick removed
Jack Masters from the game. I would l1ike to know how Dick explained this away amd if,
indeed, he sent you any explanation{you see only yesterday did I receive what his
explanation was). In what he sent me, he said that Jack's sub ran out. But when he
printed Jack's letter dated October 18th, 1981, it sald that Jack sent him a check to
extend his sub to Retaliation. The very next issue of Retallatlion was when he removed
Jack who wanted to come back after his resignation. My, my, that must have been a
nighthy small check but I am sure you went into all of this wilth Dick and received a
satisfactory answer. I Jjust want to know what it was.

And I agree that the other players in R-3 "would certainly feel cheated if the game
was declared irregular" as you say. Especially since of them are wimning because

((Continued on page R> ))



“PLAYERS' RIGHTS" Continued from page —2= .

"of GM errors and imposition of a rule after the game has started. Well, then
if you can feel for them so much, you can overlook my bitter feelings in this
letter because I have seen a sloppy GM screw me out of a win or a draw in that
rsame game by his "proper, albelt not perfect" GMing and be technically upheld

by the omtudsman. I'll take your advice in the future and Jjust resign from such
a GM as Dick. I sure won't ever go to an ombudsman again. That is no reflection
on you or Jochni I'm just increduluous that the GM gets the beneflit of every
doubt. But as John would say, that’'s "tough bananas” for me.

At this point, I was not trying to get the game declared irregular; indeed
it was rumming again. I just wanted to know the reascons why Don Ditter had
! decided as he had. Throwing a player out of a game is pretty serious to me and
and I wanted to know how Dick had explained that away. In the meantime, Dick

M had been getting copies of all this material and I was sending him personal

letters stressing my friendship, (in spite of the fact that I thought he had not
acted in a manner calculated to resolve this whole omtudsman deal as fast as possitlg.
But now, Dick was becoming snippy in his comments. In early March, I recelved a postcard
from Dick which said: "I don‘t like the insimuations you make. ‘Keep talking'? Why
should I, when all I get back is accusations? In the future I think it best that we keep
our relatlionship strictly on the professional level.”

This was qulckly followed by the latest R-3 results, which would be printed for all
subbers of Retallation to read. In the game report, Dick wrote: “The ombudsman called
to rule: on last season, John Michalski, has ruled that the GM did not act improperly.
The adjudications stand as written. Now I will have NO more pursult of the matter.
Isn’t that right, Gary? PLAY THE GAME!" In the press, the French player attacked me
| saying that there was no need for an ombudsman(the French player was now winning) and
: Dick, supposedly the impartial and falixr GM sald: "I couldn't agree morel"™ and also

wrote about R-3 that “Gary Coughlan ruined it for everybody else."

The ombudsmen, either of them, had hardly giving Dick's GMing a clean bill of
health and I didn't like what had happened belng misrepresented within the pages of
Retaliation [ A preview of Dick’s later "vendetta"--see page *§ | . So I sent the R-3
players coples of the ombudzian reports,and corrected Dick's impression that he had done
nothing wromgyon March 12th._As always, Dick got _a copy of that letter and I wrote him:
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“Y hope I can strajighten out what you are apparently trying to make a messy situat-
-lon between us. A "professional level™? Why? All along I have said that my complaint
was with you as my GM, not my friend. I consider you my friend but that doesn't mean I
have to s8it back and let you screw me over in a game. No more so thana I would expect
you to sit back and let me screw you in “Swedish Roundabout.™

Don't you think that you're being just a little too tocuchy about having your GMing
questioned? Why don't we say that I am a real prick as a player and that you are a real
prick as a GM? How's that for a mutually satisfactory description? Of course, I am
allowed to believe the part of it that I want and you can also belleve only -part of 1it.

The point is: let's not quarrel. We, at least I think so, are friends and we have
many friends in common. Surely you don't mant a repeat- of GenCon this year. I let you
get_to me then; T won't this time,”

Only the R-3 players, the ombudsmen and Dick got a copy of my letter to the R-3
w Players. The mass of Retallation subbers were to only read Dick's version which was not
wholly the truth by any means. In the meantime, Don Ditter had sent me an answer to my
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"I apologlize for not sending your evidence with my last letter. I assure yocu that
" I did read everything you sent me before deciding to concur w/Michalski's decision. I
read your note to return your materials but I forgot about it....Sorry.

Regarding omudsmen...they are very helpful to me and the hobby. They are called
in to arbitrate a mid-game dispute between a GM and a player. They make recommendations
of what can be done to rectify a bad situation and have saved many a game for the hobby.

I rely very heavily on ombudsmen recommendations when it comes to a game being rated
irregular, though I review the matter myself. I've found that good, dependable GMs, used
as ombudsmen, make falr decisions. That's not to say I wouldn't overturn a decision I
felt was wrong. I would.

Regarding Masters....Dick had a written resignation from Jack, which he accepted,
albeit not right away, tut certainly before Jack orde his units agaln. Had Dick

{("ontinued on page %



"PLAYERS®* RIGHTS" Continued from page T3 .

. "allowed Jack to sulmit orders after iomming his resignation and then replaced him......
....he would have some explanation to make.

I am sorry you became so bitter over this matter. Disputes such as these are
certalnly the least enjoyable part of the hobby. It makes one wonder if people have
forget that it 1s just a game. I'm sorry I could not rule in your favor in this dispute.
I hope its result does not sour your considerable contributions to the hobby..or Dick's
or mine.

Gary, this 1s the last I have to say on this matter. I refuse to drag the argument
on. _I hope you can lay 1t to rest and get on with_enjoying the hobby.”

When I got this letter, Don Ditter still had not told me what Dick had sent to him
to make him decide the way he had. I had already sald that I was not any longer trying
to get R-3 declared irregular. I had accepted the decision. I just wanted to know why. 7
One thing that struck me about thils letter was that he mentioned he hoped that this
situation wouldn't make him or Dick bitter as well as me. I couldn't see any reason wWhy
either of them should feel bitter. I was the one whose game had been screwed and now I
wasn't getting any answers. I wrote Don Ditter on March 12th this letter: _

"I guess it's appropriate now to say congratulations on your marriage, no? I hope
you and Debble will be very happy together. I hope I spelled her maiden name correctly
in the last issue of EE and that someone responds to her request, other wives I mean)who
don't like to play Diplomacy.

I am sending you a copy of the R-3 game results and the press. Dick apparently
intends to be puhlicly nasty about this as witness some of hlis comments in the press.

He is Rockville. I'm sending you this because I am privately telling the othexr R-3
players what happened and since I gquoted you I thought you should see the context that
prompted 1t.

I consider Dick my friend albeit a bad, sloppy GM. I received the followlng from
him: "In the future I think it best that we keep our relationship strictly on the
professional level." Personally I find that very childish tut I will be writing him and
see if we can work this out. But that doesn not mean that I will let him tell a
censored version of what went on, or that it was I who ruined the game.

Anyway, what prompted his remarks above, is that I asked him some pointed questions
and for what he sent to you. As you know I sent him copies of what I sent to you. I
would like you to just summarize what he wrote to you. You sddd: "“Regarding Masters....
...Dick had a written resignation from Jack, which he accepted, albeit not right away,
but certainly before Jack ordered his units again." You could have read this from the
xeroxed forms that I sent you of Michalski's letter. What I want to know is did Dick
send you anything at all like the series of letters between him and Masters where he
printed Masters' orders?

I saw what he[Dick | wrote to Michalski and he didn't even mention Masters in that
l-page letter. I am not dragging out this argument; I concurw with the decision. I
simply want to know what was said by Dick 1n his defense of his actlions. I feel that
this is my right, especially since the decislon went agalnst me. I would appreclate your

— —— —— e ——————— — —
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After this, I got a letter from Jack Masters, the player Dick had kept from his
position, Part of Jack's letter sald: "Regaxrd the letter to Ditter that you requested.
I will write him. I have intended to all along, but have not gotten arcund to i1t. I
cuess I have a great deal of bitterness towards the hobby and about as mich toward
Martin as anybody else in 1t. Thinking about the situation stirs up emotions in me
that are better off(for my own sake) left dormant." I wrote Jack and told him not to
write to Ditter since the declsion had already been made. I also saw no need for Jack
to dredge up these feelings when no purpose would be served by it.

I had discussed aspects of this case very briefly with Mark Berch who expressed
interest 1n a case that had two ombudemen-in it. His Diplomacy Digest #54 had been a
theme_issue on "GMing Errors.” In early April, I recelved Dick's March 23 lettexrs __

"Let's get this letter off to a bad start, shall we? Regarding R-3--I think this
whole dispute has gone on long enough. So, this xeroxed 3/12/82 letter you sent out

will be your last as an R-3 player. Do I make myself clear? If I get wind of another
one, you will be asked to resign your position. Falling that, I will remove you from

the game. Do you understand?
****'Why don't we just say you're a "real prick" as a player, Gary? Have you ever
({Continued on page 3S))




'"PLAYERS®' RIGHTS" Continued from page &%t
"paused to think that I'm merely reacting to the way you're treating me?
You're not the only person to have ever questioned my GMing, you know,
and I've managed to get along fine with the rest. I may not be the
greatest GM, btut I'm not that bad, either. Don't project your
incompetence as a player onto my GMing abilitles.

I do plan to keep my ultimatum regarding R-3 between the two of
us, and maybe Don Ditter.

I might have to accept ombudsmen decisions, and I had, but there
was no way any GM could bully a player with an uwltimatum like this. I
was beginning to get angry too. Dick had also made comments in that
{ letter about my Jjob and my finances. This was early April and Chicago
Con was coming up and I did not want a repeat of GenCon between Dick and
' - - me. I called in Kathy Byrne and Erlc Ozog who had mediated between us
earlier(See page 35 ). I wrote the R-3 players about this. I started sending in 3 sets
of orders each season for R-3. And I wrote Dick on April 4th:

"I really am getting tired of writing to you and getting hit back with cheap shots
instead. You seem, from my viewpoint, intent on starting a feud, with some of your
remarks about my gaming abilities, my job and my finances. Not to mention your remarks
about me in the R-3 press..... ‘

+++I too think the dispute about R-3 has gone on long enough.
stop harping about it already?

So why don't you :
I accepted the decislon, I have dropped my attempts to

either get the game declared irregular or removed from your GMing, and I am not resigning.

But what do I see?
subbers.....

Nor is it right for you to give me and only me an ultimatum like you did....When
you Wrote what you did in R-3, I wrote the other players in R-3 to give them my sige.
My side is not your side and your side 1s not my side. As it is, all the rest of the.
Retaliation readers have heard only your side. I have wrote all I intend to on the
matter; you can have a feud by yourself---count me out! But I won't take bullying,
1like this ultimatum deal, from you or anyone.....

Dick, have you ever paused to think that I'm merely reacting to the way you're
treating me? Stop the putlic snide remarks and the problem will go away. I am not
attacking you in the press, I am not sending you ultimatums and you are doling these
things to me. I think you forget that I went through a year of your GMing mistakes
before I ever went to an ombudsman. I may not be the greatest player to GM for, tut
I'm not that bad either. Don't try to get out of your responsitbility for some pretty
sloppy @Ming in R-3 either.” _ __ __ _ o

By this itime, it had been over three weeks since I had heard from Don BDitter who
had not answered my March 12th letter to him. I wrote him telling him of this ultimatum

"T think it would be a good idea if you write to Dick and get him to cool things.
All of this is explalned in the enclosure [This was about the ultimatum]

Should he throw me out of R-3, I will be coming immediately to you to get the game
declared irregular. I know that the GM gets the benefit of the doubt but it certainly
doesn't cover an "ultimatum" of this type. For the record, I am not resigning, and
I am not sending a resignatlion statement in and I will not resign if asked to do so by
Dick. This is my game and I am playing the position out to the end. No GM can abuse
a player like this merely because the player sought the services of an ombudsman.

I know that you travel a lot tut I still want an answer to my last letter about
exactly what Dick sent you about Jack Masters. What Dick sent you himself. I am
turning all of this over to Mark Berch who has expressed interest in a game where a
player resigned, then wanted to come back before the deadline, and was refused by the
GM. Until I get this information, I cannot forward these documents. Please answer as

You attacking me in print in R-3 which will be read by all your
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In the meantime, Eric and Kathy had got through to Dick and he again wrote polite
letters minus the cheap shots. Kathy did say that when she called Dick and told him
that he couldn’'t give me an ultimatum and throw me out of my game, She sald he threaten-
-ed to throw her out of her Retaliation game. She believed that he was serious.
Almost four weeks passed since I had written to Don Ditter on April 4th and he had
still not answered that letter nor the March 12th letter wrote again on April 30th:
{(Continued on page 30O b))
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,1981HP MASS MURDERS FALL 1907

FROGS SEIZE KIEL

AUSTHIA (Olsen): A VIE-Tyo; A MUN S A Vie-Tyo; A Pud-GAlL; A SIL S TUBKISH
A Ber; F ALB S TUBKISE F Ion; A TYO-Ven; A TRI S A Tyo-=Ven

FRBANCE (Sherwood): F EDI-Nwg;:; F NTH 3 GESMAN F Hel-Den; F BEL S A Hel (OTM);
A Hol-KIE; A  RUH S A Hol-Kie; A BUR-Mun: F MIA-WES; A VEN S ITALIAN
A Apu; A PIE & A TUS S A Ven; F TUN-1on; F TYIN S F Tun-ion

GERMANY {(Mazzer): F HEL-Den

ITALY (Martin): A APU chuckles a little bit this time (H); A NAP S A Apu, s
oven though 1ts sides hurt from laughter ,

BRUSSIA (Larzelers): A Lwvn-MOS; P Kie S A Den/d/r to Bal, Otb; A DEN S F Kie;
P BAR-Nux: F NWY-Nth .

TURKEY (Byrne): A BER S AUSTRIAN A Mun:; P ADR 8 AUSTRIAN A Tyo-Ven; A BOH
S AUSTRIAN A Vie-Tyo; A GAE~Tun; P ION C A Gre-Tun; F AEG S F Ion;
A RBum-SEV

Yes, France took Kiel, and Germany's out. Thanka for your lively and rell-
able play, Mike. You damn near survived for another year in Denmark, but
a late change took care of that. And the FAHT draw came within ene vote of
passing! 3 yes votes, 1 no vote, 2 NVR, and Kelth Sherwood voted yes to
FART. Hmmmmm. ART had 3 yes, one no, 2 NVid; the other one (AFGIRT) had no
yes votes.

There has been some bitching about my accepting perpetual orders. This
will be discussed in the press.

COA: Dick Martin, 26 Orchard Way N, Hoeckville, MD 20854
COA (as of 9-21): Keith Sherwood, PO Box 6457, La Jolla, CA 92037

Deadline for AUTUMN/WINTER 1907 and SPRING 1908 is Saturday, 9-18-82., I
should be in Wichita by then. If so, I'll notify you and probably extend
the deadline, but for now, mall the orders to my home address.

1907 # NET COUNTRY CENTERS
6 -1 Austria Home, HRum, War, grX#, Mun
13 +1 France Home, England, Spa, Por, Tun, Ven, Hol, Bel, KIE
0 -1 Germany Be¥
2 0 Italy Bom, lMNap
50 or H1 Bussia StP, Nwy, Swe, Den, Kig, MOS
E 0 Turkey Home, Bul, Sev, Mgsf, Ser, GRE
PRESS

PARIS-CHRICAGO: I have a complaint about the letter enclosed with the last
isgue addressed to *Kathy, Bob, Keith...". Now I can understand you plac-
ing EKathy in front of me, age before beauty and all of that., But why was
Bob's name in front of mine? Do I not have more centera? Am I not more of
a consummate genius? Is he not more of a toady? Oh, I think I answered my
own guesation.

PAR-STP: We've got them now.

HEL-PAR: I warned you about Russia. He was llike this with me the whole
S‘-e .

HEL-PAR: Stab a one-center power? Gax me with a spoont

CHICAGO-HEL: One-center power? Isn't that a contradiction?

TURKEY~AUSTRIA: Honey, believe me when I tell you I'm not ccomling after you
on the board. Now physically, well, that's another mattert See you in Sept.
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MASS MURDERS .

CON-PARIS: If you want a four-way, you'd better talk to me about Italy!

As I told Russia, I will never let him in the draw...perpstual orders...
boo-hiss on him and the GM!!! He isn't even playing the positien, Sherwood.
Wake up, if it wasn't for a perpetual order, he'd be outt Do you want a
draw or mot? If you want a draw, kill Nartinti

CON-FPAR: I've made my last offer to you! It's now your choilce and no Italy
will ever get a part of the draw!

MARK DAVID CHAPMAN: Mr. Sherwood?

CHICAGO: I lied about AFGIRT. Mark voted yes to all threes draws.

CBS: "Toady to the Max: The Bob Olsen Story" will net be seen thiz evening
80 that we may present Fall '07 eof Mass Murders...

BOARD-CON: "Miss Nice Guy”"7T! Give us a break!

STP-CON: Oh, give me a break! Do I look like a man who would veto a draw
including myself with this pathetic a positiontt

PAR-CON: Right, Mark and I vetoed the draw together. We're working fer a
two-way, but you figured us out. Tetally. I am sure.

CON-PARIS: Don't bother warning me on Olsen, 1'll mnever buy it! If he bullt
in Budapest, he had a good reason, like no other open centersl

STP: Hey hey for the toadles, we keep on toading around, but wa're too busy
stabbing to put anybody down...

PARTIS~-NYSELF: Punny, and I thought I was FRANCE! FRANCEt FRANCE! FRANCE!
PRANCE! FRANCE! FRANCE! _
FRANCE-TUREKEEY: Um, Kathy...giggle...be sure to...hee, hee, hee,...watch out
for Olsen. Ho, ho, ho. He's a great, sneaky diplomat! HAHAHAHAHABAHAHAHA!
HEL-OSUCH: Are you really going to move in with Olsen? Be careful, if he's
as hard on roommates as he is on parakeets, it may be a short stay. See you
at Pudgecon on 9/10.

OSUCH: I hope.

HEL-NAP: Why thank you. I'm glad you appreciate my consummation.
FPRANCE~BOARD: Well, I never! I can see by the last twenty press releasses
last report that I am no longer appreciated by any of you. Never mind the
fact that none of the releases were from home centers or that they all bear
a slight resemblance to Kathy's style, I really believe sveryone wrete that
press as 1t was datelined. Sniff. Now I fesl really bad....

KB-GM: If you accept psrpstual orders from any player, you must accept them
from all players! Sorry, Bob, but I'1l]l never agree wlith you on this pointt
Dippy Don Ditter says if you accept them from one, you must accept them
from the rest of the players! Otherwise, you're changing the game resultst
So my orders atand! (Forever!)

XB-GM: Don't use "pearpetual orders are at your discretion” with me. If you
want to play favorites you shouldn't be a GM! I've asked numerous GNs and
they all say if you take orders like that from one player you must take

the same from us! Sorry for the difficulty, but I feel you're helping the
Italiant And that, in my book, 1s GM interference!

GM-KB: It's a shame you had to go through all that time and trouble over

a remark which, as 1 explained over the phcone, was made in Jest. The fact
is that I have accspted perpetual orders from svery player in the game
except Germany and Russia. So much for GM intsrferencs.

CHICAGO: To bring the rest of you up to date, Kathy Byrne and 1 had a lang-
thy phone conversation recently on whether or not 1 should be accepting
perpetual orders in this game. Ny side of the argument is this: I have

‘always tried to run my games as 1f they were FIF contests. I abhor MMids,

and do everything in my power to prevent theam, including phoning the tardy
Player on deadline day, Af necessary. If I cannot reach the player, then
he NMEs. In _May, Dick Martin asked if 1 accspted perpetual orders, as

he had an obviocusly stalemated position and wanted to submit the same or-
ders for five consecutive seazscns. I said that I would accept the orders.
% reallze% thattperpetual orders could potentially turn the game into a
arce r ed the ers e

onIy ifbghe srgua ion wx%?{nged Tg?szstfn':ﬁgmﬁazzazftzeﬁt:§2$:t2§° them
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CHICAGO{(cont): position. Other players did submit perpetual orders as a
form of ;N insurance, but updated them every season., This was fine with
ne. 1 write Kathy at the beginning and tell her how disappointed I
would be if she started any trouble out of spite. She said that ashe didn't
like my decision, but that ahe would abide by 1it. Everything was OK until
I Jokingly said that I would accept perpetual orders only at my discretion.
Kathy called and was quite pissed about this, as she thought I was serious.
I laughed because I thought it was sort of funny. She didn't. I explained.
everything to her, yet she didn't want to belleve me. She kept using words
like "favoritism” and "GM interference”™ until 1 started getting a little
upset myself. It was then that she admitted the fact that my accepting
Dick's perpetual orders was her real gripe, because I was not glving her
the chance to benerit by Dick'as NMEs. She said that this was ruining the
gsame, along with her position. I saw her point, but commented that her
strategy of hoping for an NM3 was pretty deplorable. She disagreed, and
we finally ended up agreeing to dissgree. I did promise her that I would
rescind the perpetual order rule as of Spring '08, and so I have. In this
setting, with the people involved, I made a mistake, and I am sorry for
any inconvenlence I may have caused. After all, this is postal Diplomacy,
as Kathy kept pointing out. Oh, 1 will no longer accept phoned orders, nor
will I call those without orders in from here on out. After all...
CHICAGO: Kathy and I are friends, just so you know,

A MINI-LETTER COLUMN

Look no more! You've come to the right place. Due to
the special nature of EE #18 there is no letter column except
for the picture guesses for the man in #16 and #17. Also C-G
Spare responds to the guesses about his picture which appeared
in EE #15. First C-G, then your guesses. New pic on_page 2!

C-G Spare(Finland): "I was surprised by the many answers to my
Pic contest. Here are my comments. Lo and behold, there he
stands afore ye in all his glory! You hit it, Steven Duke: Oh,
how I, the uxorious husband of a termagant hoyden, have suffered through life. But I

have a hard time in Dippy also. Some satisfaction I get out of writing arrogant letters
to forelgn punks. Well, James Briggs, I don't know if I support IRA, but admire, certaigg
~ly. She was s0 beautiful. We are speaking of Ira Fiirstenberg, of course, who alnogfa‘.
Hababurg prince in Mexico. The Habsburgs are related to the Rassendylls, poor relatives
of the Walkers in California. The most famous Walkers are Rod and his elder brother
Mister. Mister Walker wears a king-sisze gray condom and a tiny mask. He resides in a
cavern in Africa. Together with his assistant K-9 Devil he slaps bandits in the face .
with his SS-ring. "Rod Walker has attracted much attention lately visiting many porn
shops where he has tried to draw various sexnal aids over his head. His plans are to
Join his Ixother in hils quest as soon as he has acquired a uniform of his own and a
Perlmutter's-head ring. :

How could you, Dave Carter? Ian't Mickie NiAuley Lc-g also wrote me, "Have you
tasted NiDonald's Big Ni?" | an exceedingly purty girl, a phig FEXXdmfE, AAALILALS
#éksdA, Girl Friday in the Mounted Canadian Sulmarines? I have pictured her as Beetle
Bailey's general's prettier secretary???7?

You were half right Steve Arnawcodian, I beal my three daughters when they dare
to near me, tut Langley I am not.

If you had spelt tuccaneeras right, your characterization would have been 100%
correct, Mark Fassio. But, alas, to my own disappointment I am not Michalski, who is
my idol too. ~ ]

Kerry Blant won, because he guessed quite right, Kerry wrote: 7....that man looks
like...spare. And Spire it indeed was. As an ignorant foreigner you are excused for
omitiing the circle on the letter a. g

Kathy Byrne, you add insult to infamy! First you spirit away my money, then you
call me dumb, ya stoopid btroad. I command you to cease and desist as of now. If you
disobey me I wlll tell your mother Jane Byrne in Chicago. Then you will cxry as she
sehds her political myrmidons down to wash g()m.r mouth with cognaretto. And 1f that does

((Continued on page X\ @




Picture comments continued from page 22 % .

"not help I will come myself to your abode in the south Bronx and wash your mouth with
Perncd and Buttermilk. (Yum-yum, hey, Gary?)

And where do you come off, Judy Winsome, criticizing my halrless navel? Your navel
you grow ristles arocund already? Besldes, I do too have a halir on my chest although
I've lost Alphonse recently, but I expect a new haixr to grow out soon. Oh well, you gain
some and forfeit some, eh? The wWord mlssing from your vocabtulary 1s "gregarious”.

The word 1s spelled lascivious, Mike Mills. I do consider your snide remarks about
my gastric protuberance both lugubrious and louche. And I am deflnitely not Standarten-
-ftihrer Perlmutter (Heute gehSrt uns Pennsylvanien, morgen die ganze Welt).

I do nct collect swords, Mark Iuedl, in the sense that I purchase them for filthy
money. They are all inherited. Some are ceremonial, more or less only decorative
officer's swords, but some have surely been used in improving the looks of sundry
muscovites, beautifying them through nose, jugular and even total capital joba. Sc you
see they are the real KlCoy.

So you want a Burcpean to stab, John Pack? Step right in to my cellar, sir. Can
I offer you a glass of Anontillado”......(Does your illiterate readership know the story
4Amontillado by Poe?)"

O I don't know but I would urge John Pack to read 1t first before meeting youl
an

Bruce Linsey{New York, USA)s "That picture looka a little like me."

Mike Barno(New York, USA): "Hmm, tie, but no jacket. Not a super clue. Either there's
a shadow in the picture oxr he's trying to grow a welrd-looking moustache, of the slob
should have wiped his nose. He's striking a confident posae, suggesting powerful,
agressive play. He'll attack straight~forwardly, and can stab with a vengeance. When
he plays France, he lgnores Iberia. Big Bill Becker maybe? No, this guy looks a bit
too conservative. The hair's not terribly short--maybe he's one of thomse fellows from
the continent. Either that or it's my sister.”

Simon Billenness{United Kingdom): “"I'm sure that the person in your picture contest is
Geoff Challinger trying hard not to be recognlized by any of the London crowd. He's
doing his best not to make it obvious by wearing those glasses and that hideous tie, btut
he doesn't fool me. I expect the photo is one of the left-overs from his passport
application. EHe's recently been on holiday.)"

James Woodson(Minnesota, USA): "H'mm. Glasses, wearing a tie, definitely from the East
Coast. Looks like the sort of guy that never tells you anything in negotiations{despite
talking a lot. Notice the tightly closed lips.). I'm going to guesa Eric Kane, sven
though I have never written, heard from or otherwise negotiated with him. Then again,
it could be Dick Martin, but I'1l} guess Eric Kane.”™

Pete Gaughan{California, USA): "About this month’'s photo--1'd say it was Mark Larrzelere
if s0 many people didn't already know him. The tie and the grin give him away as.....
.. .Dave Marshall.”

Steve Arnawcodian(Pennsylvania, USA): “Class, Gary, class; that's what this guy is lack-
~ing. He does care about his personal appearance as his toupee 18 of an excellent
quality. I hope I can meet this guy sometime. I think I'd enjoy meeting a Mr. Magoo
Clone. Obviously this person does not play Diplomacy. Just look at that stupid sairk
and puffy Adam's apple. This man could never understand the Dip rules as some words
have more than 4 letters, Thus placing Calhamer's rules beyond his vocalbulary level.
But do not worry about this wimp; he is fascinated by the game molitalre. He has plenty
of time to master the game too, after all he sits around all day at work. Well, if you
can call it work---he drives the train on the cover of EE! Well Gary, as usual, this
EE photo 1s of somewhat less than a sophisticated person. But Gary, you realMhit an
all-time low this month by printing Andy Lischett's photo. Actually I would have guessed
you but this guy looks sober.™

Jim Meinel(Washington, USA): "The person in the pilcture looks like a jock through-and-
-through, no doubt about that. Erect back, high ch:Ln. big chest,sllly asa grin on his
face. Someone who'd say:t ‘Let wme do that for you' and slide a knife up your gut. Hell,
I have no idea who he is. American I'm pretty sure. Pat Conlon?"

Michel Liesnard{Belgium): "That guy looks like a European, and more precisely like one
of my former Dutch teachers...He must be Jaap Jacobs(though I can't see either “gouda"
or "maatjes™ on the picture. I suppose he's smiling 'cause he's already eaten both..
..Those damn Dutchmen never share.")

Hauke Jansen(The Netherlands): "That is a very British locking guy in the picture conte
However I can't think of anyone over there he looks like. I'11 take a guess...(See3\ @




“"PLAYERS' RIGHIS" Continued from page 35 -
{Below is a copy of the letter that I sent to Don Ditter on April 30th, 19827 ’

"It has now been 7 weeks since I wrote you and sent you a stamp for you to tell me
exactly what Dick Martin submitted to you in the Ombudsman dispute over R-3, 1979 KG.
I wrote you the followlng on that date, March 12th, 1982:

I would like you to just summarize what he wrote to you. You said: "Regarding
Masters--Dick had a written resignation from Jack, which he accepted, albeit it not
right away, but certainly before Jack ordered his units again.” You could have
read this from the xeroxed forme that I sent you of Michalski's letter. What I
want %0 know 1s did Dick send you anything at all like the series of letters betwee
him and Masters where he printed Masters orders? :

I saw what he[Dick] wrote to Michalski and he didn't even mention Masters in -
that l-page letter. I am not dragging ocut this argument; I concurs with the decis-
-lon. I simply want to know what was sald by Dick in defense of his actions. I
feel that this is my right, especially since the decislion went against me. I would

__ _appreciate your help in this. Thanks in_advance; here is_a stamp for your trouble."

—— e ——— —— ————m s ——

Af ter over three weeks of no answer from you, I again wrote you on April 4, 1982,
again requesting thls information. At that time I sald the following:

I know that you travel a lot but I stil]l want an answer to my last letter
about exactly what Dick sent you about Jack Masters. What Dick sent you himself.
I am turning all of this over to Mark Berch who has expressed interest in a ganme
where a player resigned, then wanted to come back before the deadline, and was
refused by the GM. Until I get this information from you, I cannot forward these
documents. FPlease answer as quickly as possihle. I sent you a stamp last time.

———— —— o —— — B ——— e

It has now been almost 4 weeks since I sent the second letter to you, Don. I
think that during this 7 weeks you would have been home at least long enough to jot me
a quilck postcard telling me what I want to know. I realize that you have Jjust beconme
married and travel a lot but after all, it has been 7 weeks now. I think T have been
made to walt long enough for what should be a relatively simple letter from you. Please
send it to me.

I care very deeply about my games, and especially R-3 which I spent 2 years of hard
woxrk in. If the declsion went agalinst me, as it did, I want to know what the CM said or
wrote to you, that convinced you of this fact. Specifically, I want to know what Dick
Martin said to you about Jack Masters in writing; he said nothing at all to John Michalski
about Masters and his handling of him. Please let me know as soon as possiltle.

I do not like the feeling that I am getting of being farted off by you. Rest
assured that I will not drop this lasue until my leglitimate questions are answered. Why
drag this out? Just tell me what Dick teld you. This is my right since the decislon
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Two weeks later I still had not heard anything from Don Ditter. I was becomlng
increasingly angry. It was one thing to rule in favor of the GM. I had accepted
that. But it was qulite another thing to not be told the reason and to be ignored.

On May 14-16, I went to Chicago CON and there, at long last, I me¥¢ Dick Martin.

We got along very well. I asked Dick about Don Ditter and what he had sent him
about R-3. Dick sald that he had not sent Don Ditter anything at all. He said that
Don Ditter had not written to him nor called him about R-3 or anything else.

I was really pissed off at Ditter now. I had learned, the hard way, that the GM
is given the benefit of the doubt by the ombudsman. But this was golng too far in
giving the GM the benefit of the doubt.

A player had been removed from a game. The GM had never written one word to any-
-one about why the player was removed. Another player, me, had questioned this with
18 pages of documents. And Don Ditter, the ombudsman/BNC, did not even bother to check
into a single reason why the GM did this. Indeed he didn't even write the GM one word.
And he had refused to answer my letters asking why he had ruled against me. I told
him I had accepted his decision but I wanted to know why he decided as he did. I
had been screwed by the ombudsman system and I didn't like it cne bit.

I wrote Don Ditter the following letter on May 24, 1982 and I sent coples of it
to Mark Berch, Fred Davis, Dick Martin, John Michalski and Rod Walker. It wouldn't be
polite either. My three previous polite letters had gotten me nothing tut ignored. I

also decided to cut off Don Ditter's sub to EE and end my sub to Ditier’s Everything.
That letter appeaxrs on page 2V . ((Continued on page 3\ » <>



““If you ask me, he really abuses the systern." "PLAYERS' RIGHTS" Continued from page =2o:
[(My May 24th letter to Don Ditter ] !

*I have been trying for 3 months, since
March, now to get you to answer one simple
question for me, something you seem either
222 | unable or unwilling to do. I sent you a
stamp on March 12 and I have written you
letters on March 12, April & and April 30 all
asking for an answer to my one question. All
have remained unanswered by you. '

To sum up, you as an ombudsman ruled
against me, a player in a dispute with my GM
y iIn the game known as R-3. In this game, a
player had been removed by the GM under very
o - * questionable circumstances to say the least.

I sent you 18 pages of zeroxed material setting out in detail my disputes with this
GM. The question I have been waliting for you to answer for these many months is: What
did the GM send to you to explain why he removed the player from the game and when did
he send 1t?

I know now that the GM did not send you one single solitary item, not even a
pParagraph(not to mention 18 pages of xeroxed material) to explain his position. And
you didn't even bother to write him one damn thing about shy he removed a player from
the game. So much for falrness in your decision. And this is why you have ignored me
and fajiled to answer my question. You disgust me.

When I questioned some of John Michalski's actions as an ombudsman alsc in this
same case concerning R-3, he answered me immediately, unlike you, and said: "OK, you
deserve some straight repllies, even if tactless ones.” That is class.

_ You have completely failed as a competent and impartial omtudsman. You have
failed to live up to the responsibdlities of your position in so far as it applies to
declaring games regular or irregular. You don‘t desserve to have this power which you
have alused in my case. Granted the GM in these ombudsman cases is given the benefit
of the doubt, but to not even question him when the player has raised some serious
charges, such as removing a player, 1s inexcusable.

I am sending a copy of this letter to Mark Berch, Fred Davis and Rod Walker to find
out what I can propose at the DipCon meeting at ORIGINS this year to have another person
or groups of persons perform the duty of declaring games regular or irregular since
You are so obviously lncapahble of glving the players in these disputes any kind of falr
hearing.

Your sub to my zine runs out with the next issue. Don't bother trying to renew

it.

And I want a refund of my sudb to Everything and I don't want to wailt three months
for it as I have had to walt for an answer to my simple question. My sudb credit with
you is $5.90, Please use the stamp that I sent you on March 12th and send me my money.
And if you wish to end your sub to EE with this issue, instead of the next one, just
deduct 60¢, which is all I owe you, from the $5.90 and send me $5.30. But send it.
Thanks awfully.

I wish I could say it has been pleasant dealing with you but then I would be

I got my money by the first of June. And that started a long summer of correspond-
—ence between mostly me and Rod Walker and Mark Berch. My letters were full of venom
because I had put my faith into this system and it had really screwed me over. It was
- not enough that I had been ruled against. I could, did and have accepted that. But I
was also lgnored. I wasn't to even be told why I was decided againast. And what galled
me most of all, was that Don Ditter didn’'t write one word to the GM.

Rod and Mark both were opposed to removing any power from Ditter at all, even if
it could be done. The BNC is appointed by a BNC who is leaving the job. No committee
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"I do know...that Dick Martin, both in the letter, item 37 and in person to me in
Chicago sald that he had no connection with Don Ditter on this matter at all. What this
means 1s that Dick Martin never explained to any ombudsman nor was asked by any ombuds-
-man why or under what conditions he removed Jack Masters from the game. Ditter failed
in this primary duty to falrness. He completely fai to get me a fair hearing. He

((Continued on page 3A )) &
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"PLAYERS' RIGHTS" Continued from page 3%
"did not bother to check out what I consider very serlous charges against this GM. And
in the face of repeated letters, written in polite terms, he maintained silence and
refused to tell me why he ruled against me. I do not like this and I am prepared, quite
rrepared, to make my disapproval puhlicly known. And I will if I don't get some satis-
-faction in this matter.

That is primarily why you two and Fred Davis have been made aware of what is happen-
ing. I know you have been around a long time and know how things operate in this hobby.
I want to know who decided that only the BNC could declare games irregular, when and
why. And why such power can be givento someone who abuses it so badly with no system
of checks and balances. Hell, even Nixon could have faced impeachmesnt.

At this point I don't care about R-3 being ruled one way or the other. On my
own, I kept badgering Dick Martin who finally sent me his reasons for removing Masters.
++».But the point is that it was I, not Don Ditter the ombud=sman with the power to rule
the game regular or irregular, who made attempts to get Dick's reasons. Ditter didn't
do one damn thing.....

iy alm now 1s to get this power taken away from Ditter, either voluntarily or
forclbly through existing hobby institutions. If that involves him resighing from the
BRC, and I really don't see why he couldn't go on assigning numbers--he apparently does
that very well, then I will campaign for that tco. Ditter has falled in his job as
regards me. 1If he has done it to me, he could have done it to others in the past, and
may do it to others in the future. Players in this hobby deserve a fdlr hearing and
they are not getting it under Ditter. And 1f you three wring your hands and say as
Rod saida

“If you were to consider doing it voluntarily,[This 1s a letter Rod sent to
Don Ditter about the role of the BNC] and if you asked my advice in the matter, I
would advise against it. It is not in the best interest of the BNC position, noxr of
the hobby in general, to do so.” :

The bteast intexest of the BNC position should be to command respect for it by
having someone who 1is interested in doing the job and who is capable of dolng it.....
...The best interest of the "hobby in general” is for players, who make up the vast
majority of the hobby, to have someone in this position who 1s going to fairly consider
their complalnts when they ask that thelr games be declared irregular. I didn‘'t
receive such treatment...Ditter didn't even bother to write the GM 1n question and he
had removed a player from the game, for God's sake.,.How many others before me have
received similiar shoddy treatment from Ditter and how many aftexr me? Ditter failed.
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Like I say, time has mellowed some of my feelings. I no longer seek to tzke any
thing away from the BNC's position. But I will never ask Don Ditter to be an omtudsman
for any EE game. Whoever I choose as an ombudasman you can be damn sure will rake both
you the player and me the GM over the coals. He or she will investigate your charges.

Kathy Byrne sald that when she told Don Ditter that Dick Martin had also threatened
to remove her from her game when she disagreed with him about his ultimatum to me,
that Ditter replied that he thought Dick Martin was just doing that to get me to shut
up. Ditter did send an answer to my May 24th,letter explaining his position to Rod,
Mark, Fred and me but it is not for print.

This has been a long story and I hope most of you subbers have read it. I have
not quoted from Rod's and Mark's letters like I wished tut there 1s space limitations.
Mark did say that a player could go to a rating master(like the Dragon Tooth System,
etc.) and try to convince them to not rate a pooﬁgﬁﬂed game even if the BNC doesn't
declare it irregular. But Rod Walker summed it up best of all and it goes along so
well with John Caruso's idea. Rod wrote to me on June 15, 19823 (Think about this)

T — T A . = o ———

*If I may summarize your last letter, though, it seems to me that you are saying
you feel you were wronged and would like to see repeats of the wrong prevented. If
that is the case, then the best solution would be the creation of some group that lnvest-
-gates charges of bad GM practices(which of course moves right over into the repeated
sugzestions ikhat should be a GM Code of Ethics). I hope you'll agree with me that it
would be better to spend time and energy constructively than destructively..I am sure
that if there were eventually such a group, its recommendations that a game not be

rated(or whatever) because the GM did a notoriously poor job, pecple would pay attention.

~+I believe it would be a boon to the hobby and encourage a blg upgrading of GM standards..
...which would in turn help all players." ((Stay tuned to #19))



Dennis The Menace ) ‘ POOR RICHARD'S ALMANACK

’ ¥

——-by Gary L. Coughlan

{~ Please remember that this issue is frees. If
you do not want to read my reaction and detalled

S responses to Dick Martin's “vendetia™ attack against

me in his latest Retaliatlon, and the background of

the so—called Martin-Coughlan feud, please skip

this page and pages 34351 . BUT don't say

that you weren't warned at the very beginning. The

.cholice is yours.

I have had on-going diffdculties with Dick
Martin for close to two years now. These difficulties
have culminated in what John Caruso called in his
1 ; 1Whitestonia a “vendetta™ against me.by Dick Martin,

' Qa "vendetta® that I can not overlook becausme it is

. so filled with lies.

: I am sure that many of you who are subbers to
Retaliation were surprised that Dick Martin was
capahle of writing such things. I wasn't since I
"have had to endure, in letters from Dick, insults
_,about my Jjob, my playing ability, demands from him,
%an ultimatum and other assorted cheap shots. I have
never gone putlic with this tut his unpriacipled
attack on me was the last straw. 1 have now had it
and I'm simply not going to put up with it any longer.
Dick Martin has amked for this for a long time and
he is now goling to get it. And I will even grant a
few of his demands along the way.

I realize that this is a situation where I am damned if I do and damned if I don't
so I prefer to be damned for doing. I am not just golng to rodl over and play like
nothing has happened. I'm a great believer in "Live and let live™", "give the benefit
of the doubt™ and "bend over backwards to avoid unpleasant situations". The 17 issues
of EE before this one have amply proved that. But the latest Retallation by Dick Martin
amply preved that these beliefs were totally wasted on Dick Martin.

So I intend to start at the beginning and work my way up to the present vendetta
by Dick Martin. One significant area, my ombudsman case against Dick Martin in my
Retaliation game of R-3, will not be discussed 1in this section tut baginning on page \3.
The ombudmman case is the source of many of the difficulties between Dick Martin and
mnyself tut by no means the sole source.

The story starts when I first entered the hobby in November, 1979. One of my very
first games was R-3 in a new zine called Retaliation pubbed by a very friendly Dick
Martin. The games there could write as much press as they wanted. There were lots of
articles and friendly patter between the subbers. It became my favorite zine and for
a long time any article that I wrote in this hobby appeared there and I wrote often.

I considered Dick a good friemd and even today, even now, I can't believe that I could
so totally misread what an individual 1s like. I really don't think I am alone in
thinking that Dick Martin has thanged in some radical ways from the friemdly guy he was.

I faked Retaliation in November, 1980 as a tritute to a zine and a friend that I
enjoyed knowing. Dick Martin enjoyed this fake and I have the letters to prove it.
However, by this time, problems were occuring with Retaliation. It was often late
and, more and more, the games were belng send out on separate inserts, also often later

" than they should be. In the real November Retaliation, Dick printed every game's press
except for R-3. This miffed me and I will freely admit that I made too btig a deal
about it when I complained. But Dd¢k'’s reaction was also very irritating. He seemed
to go out of his way to antagonigze me. Our differences were papered over riefly,

Then EE made its delut in Jamuary, 1981. John Boardman threw me out of Graustark
when I sent him a complimentary copy of EE and a long letter explaining why I liked fakes
and that I faked zines. I Jjoined the list of people who are perlodically attacked in
Graustark and not allowed to see what is written about them, much less have a chance to
respord. “

Dick Martin was and is a subber of Graustark and he immediately wrote a note to

((Continued on page B ))
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John Boardman which was printed. It said:; “Thanks for putting Coughlan in his place.
When he faked my Zeen it caused no end of trouble. Players were writing and giving me
nasty phone calls! I had no idea what was going on, a real mess. I doubt 1t will do
any real good though, people like him are just incorrigible.”

Jim Willlams, one of my oldest friends in the hobby, read in EE that John Boardman
had thrown me out of Graustark for faking zines. He wrote a letter to Boardman and
received a most lnsulting letter back from Boardman accusing him of being my pseudonym.
And, in the Graustark article where Dick Martin®s comments were putlished, Boardman
weht on to lnsult Jim which further embittered me against Dick.

I putlished the houserules in EE #2(the game starts were ounced in #3 and the
games themselves began in #4) and thanked Bruce Linsey who ha reviewed my houserules
and made valuable Suggestions. Almost immedlately, Dick wrote a very picky letter about
the houserules, a letter designed only to irritate and which was poor timing in view
of the chllly relations between us. I aight add here that my method of being angry
with someone, then, was to simply not write the person and to remain silent. Dick's
method is to needle, to irritate and to constantly annoy instead of trying to resolve
a sltuation. This was 1981 and I let it get to me then. In 1982 I have not let it
get to me. But Dick hasn't changed.

Also Dick Martin began to make an incredible number of GMing mistakes in R-3,

I had heard about numercus errors in other games tut R-3 had been relatively free

of mignificent game errors. Dick was usually snotty about correcting them and seemed
ultra-sensitive to any suggestions that his GMing was less than the best. I go 1into
this sjituation in detall in the ombudsman case starting on page \3.

The situatlion betwesn Dick and myself showed no signs of ending soon and GenCon
East in New Jersey was comlng up. I wrote Dick a conciliatory letter saying that I
saw no need for us not to talk to each other at GenCon as that would make our friends
uncoafortable, I saild that I did not want, however, to discuss our problems. (I didn't
see any quick resslutions of them and many of his irritating comments stiil stung. But
I didn®t write that to him). I also enclosed a sub check to Retallation even though
my sub had a long time before it would expire. The point is I tried to be nice even
though I felt I had real grievances,

In response, I got the next Retaliation all messed up. Those of you who never
saw Retallation in those days must understand the giant size of each issue often in
excess of 40 pages and it was an open-page format, not digest. My copy had the pages,
all out of order, upeide down and backward. It looked like somecne had just grabbed
the pages which were to be collated and threw them up in the alr and stapled them the
way they came down. Dick wrote on my copy: "Good thing we're not enemies...” I
got this just before I was to leave for GenCon, I decided I wouldn®t even talk to
Dick at all. I got a call from Al Pearson who had talked to Dick and he said that
Dick had laughingly told him: *"Walit till Gary gets his Retaliation.” Dick really
sounded like somenne who wanted to end a quarrel didn't he?

I arrived in New York at John “and Kathy's where I was to stay for a few days
before GenCon. Kathy's copy of Retallation had Dick gloating again about what he
had done to mny copy and he said: “Julle did it.” I was not amused.

GenCon did make many people uncomfortable because Dick and I had a loti . of friends
in common. I didn't talk to him and he didn®'t talk to me. I had every intention of
resigning out of R-3 and cancelling my sub to Retaliation. One thing stopped me and
that was that Retaliation, in spite of the friction between Dick and me, was my
favorite zine. Indeed, I still wrote articles for it ut it was in response to other
friendh® articles, usually Jjibes about the South. Dick couldn't understand how I could
write humorous articles and not get along with him at the same time. I don't think he
ever tried to understand my position period. s uE

I could only guess what Dick might do in his post-GenCon issue so in my post-GenCon

" which came out before his, I pilcture-plugged Retaliation and called it my favorite zine.

Everything I sald about the gine was true. I Jjust didn't say that Dick and I weren't
friends. I also discussed this situation with several of my hobby friends. The
general hobby knew nothing of this feud.

The next Retaliation was late, over a week. It had a significant game error and
I tried to get the other R-3 players to remove the game to a competent GM. One player
d14d not want to leave so0 we were stuck. The GMing mistakes continued. I wrote a

Ve e letter to Julie Glass, Dick's girl friend(now his wife) explaining in detail my
feelings about the situation between Dick and me. She could have done something to help

end the feud. She never did. ((Continued on page 35 )) @
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bl It was now about September, 1981. Diplomacy By Moonlight,
4, Bric Ozog's zlne which came out once a month then, had mentioned
*-how he had tried to get along with John Boardman at GenCon East.
. (Bric is another Graustark outcast). I wrote him asking why he
- would want to be friends with such a man as Boardman and I
obliquely refexred to Dick and my situation with him based on
what Dick had written to Boardaan.
, : ; wifl What I wrote in DBM #33 was: “Yet there are people who defend

) T ___.i‘i’hin [Boardman] even knowing shat he is like and how he huris people.
I call such people, "Boardman Toadies' and to me there is no lower form of 1life in the
Dip world than a Boardman Toady. Now there are some people who genuinely belleve and
admire Boardman and I don't include them here. A Boardman Toady 1s someone who panders
to Boardman and tells him what he wants to hear--they are in effect making fun of the

man while they attack their "friends™, comments which find their way into Graustark.

I thought I had a good friend, someone I really liked and who I thought liked me. This
"friend” wrote same comments, about me to Boardman knowing they would be published, as
they were, before Graustark subbers whom I do not know. He fails to understand why I am
hurt at this. If he doesn't know, then no amount of explaining on my part can tell him.”

I knew that Dick got DBM. I knew that he wouyld know about the Julie Glass letter
I had written. I thought maybe this would get acreoas tc him. NoO names were mentloned
in my comments. I didn’tisully anyone's reputation. Eric Ozog didn't even know that
I was talking about Dick Martin.

DBM #34 arrived. It was a so-called "The Toadles Feuds Exposes Issue™ and for
the first time in public, the "Martin-Coughlan Feud™ was aired. There was also a
letter from Dick, in response to mine, although I had not mentioned his name. Dick
wrote: "My opindon of Gary has spiraled down drastically since GenCon. First he
would only say one sentence to me, and I had to drag that out of him. Not a very good
way to resolve a dispute. Second, he made several very uncalled for remarks about me
to several people at GenCon(I, however, will never stoop to crudity). Third, he plugged
my zZeen as his favorite zeen in EE #6. Several socurces have informed me that he only
did this to put himself in a good light, when I continued to attack him. I'm all for
sarcasm plus tongue in cheek humor, ut outright hypocrisy 1s something which turns me
off totally. Then he writes Julie(you remember her--*subtle plus shrewd®), who tells
me he just doesn®t want to be picked on. OK by me, why didn't he say so in the first
place? I would®ve complied. Then came his letter which you printed in DBM #33. I
can't see 1t as any more than an unprovoked insuit directed at me. This doesn't sound
like a man who just doesn’t want to be picked on! On the contrary, he sounds like he
wants to fight. Well, I won't go for it.”

Of course I was upset. I had not dragged Dick's name through the mud and he had
gone for the throat. You must remember that the people reading DBM dlid not know the
background of my difficulties with Dick. I decided to give Dick a taste of his own
medicine. I wrote a very critical letter to Brutus Bulletin and was preparing my
response for DBEM when I thought about two things. Eric in his "Toady"” issue had
shown how ugly this could be if the pudslinging continued. And Kathy Byrne, who was a
friend to both me and Dick kept at both of us to bury the hatchet. So because of Eric
and Kathy, I called Dick and talked for two hours long distance and ended the quarrel.
We both agreed to mutual apologies in our sines{Dick brought up that he wanted an apology
for the Boardman Toady statements I had made in EE. I waan't adout to apologigze to him
without getting one in return.).

Although I didn't like what Dick had written in DBM #34, I let it go and wrote a
very positive letter to Eric. I cancelled my Brutus Bulletin letter.

DBM #35 was a special issue about St. Louis Con so it didn't have any letters in

it or amything about DBM #34°'s "Toady Issue". Then DBM #36 came, two months after my

call to Dick and Julie Glass when the feud was supposedly ended. My . pomitive letiter
was in there. Dick didn't see fit to clear up any of his letter tut merely said about
the feud: "What is this, starting a fight between me and Gary? Seriocusly, thanks a lot
for your help in the matter." There was a joint p.stcard written partly by me, partly by
Dick to show that our feud was over. BPBut what really ticked me off was a letter by Julie
Glass, Dick®s girl friend. I considered this a Iow blow, especlally since the feud had
‘been over for two months. But it is a style I have come to expect from Dick and Julle.

In DBM #36, Julie Glass wrote: "Of course, I'm not trying to imply that Gary can't
take a joke at his expense once in a while, right? All adults can, can't they?

((continued on page 36 ))

b "’



+ "POOR RICHARD'S ALMANACK™ Continued from page 35"

((Julie Glass letter from DBM #36 continued)) "Of course, Dick just doesn't know when

to guit---#—that's the problem according to you [Eric Ozog, pubber of DBM, had said that
about Dick]. Bull. Bruce Linsey doesn't know when to quit. Brad Wilson doesn't know
when to quit. Woody Mainardi don't know when to quit. But I think Dick does know when
to quit, Just like Gary knows when to quit. The crux of the problem is, as you have
Tealized, that 'diplomatic relations® beiween the two have not "troken down' tut rather
have ‘ceased to exist.' Gary has chosen to air all his gripes to other people besides
those at)uhoa his gripes are directed(not just Dick, tut also me, Woody, God knows

who else).”

When I am troubled I talk about my problems to my friends. I also knew that these
friends would somehow be a link between Dick and myself. He mentinned“several sources"
in his letter. What this episode taught me was that Dick could be nice over the phone,
in private letters,whem he wanted to be, and later, in person, as I would discover. But
in public letter columns, he would continue. to be a nit-picker. I resolved that I would
always answer him point for point in any future letters anywhere he wrote about me. But
for the sake of our mutual friends, I let this DBM episode pass unmentioned.

In late December, early Jamary, I went for an ombudsman in my R-3 game that Dick
Gled. 1 made up my mind that no one would hear anything about this situation between
Dick and me to avold any charges like Julie Glass had brought up. Throughout the
& contimally wrote to Dick and stressed the fact that my disagreement was with him as
a GM, and not with him as a friend. At first, he seemed to appreciate this tat later
his letters turned to barbs. More on this later. (The R-3 omludsman case is discussed
beginning on page \3.)

A new zine, Anduiln, appeared in late 1981, had an sxcellent letter column. Its
pubber was Eric Kane and heretofore he had beehfd Bubber of Graustark. I wrote to him
my views on fakes and he said if I sent him coples of my two fakes(Volce of Doom and
Retaliation) that he would review them in Anduln and £€ive his opinion. This was quite
nice for him 4o do because John Boardman of Graustark was a subber of Anduin and he
could concelvably throw Eric out of Craustark too. And by reading Graustark., Eric
had mostly heard btad things about me. Here was one Graustark reader that I could clear
my reputation with, since any response from me printed in Graustark was ocutlawed.

In Anduin #5, Eric Kane reviewed my fakes and said: "In any case, when John
Boardman found out that Gary was responslible for these fakes, he threw him out of
Craustark and tried io have him removed from the hobby. It is my opinion that Dr.
Boardman went a 1iitle too far in dolng this. Gary's fakes didn't hurt anyone and
were done in fun. I don't see this as *fraud'’ like Boardman sald it was. Perhaps
if John were to lock at the fakes more carefully he might see this and let Gary back
in tat that's up to him. I'd say that fakes are indeed part of the hobby."

This was very courageous of Eric Xane and I knew that John Boardman and many
other Graustark subbers got Anduin and would read it.

But In Anduin #6, John Caruso wrote: “However, Gary's 2 fakes done in the fall
were very good, btut he never mentlons his 3Jrd fake--The Shogun's Sword. That fake
was a must., It wasn't good, funny or decelving at all." Eric Kane replied: "So
Mr. Coughlan has been holding ocut on me eh? I doubt that he dld it on purpose.”

I never did a 3rd fake of Shogun®s Sward and I had told the #ruth to Eric. It
wasn't at all apparent that John was Jjoking(John and I are good friends) so I wrote
a letter in Anduin #7 saying: "I am quickily finding out that the best way to deal
with lies, deliberate or otherwise, such as John Caruso wrote about me in Anduin #6
i1s to respond to them in Anduin #7." And I pointed out that I had only faked twice
amd that I wasn't a liar as John Boardman has said.

In Anduin #8, John Caruso wrote: "To Gary--my apologies if I hurt your feelings
or offended you. We both know who did the fake TSS, Tom Swider. I only printed the
stuff about the fakes to illustrate a point that people will believe a story with
i facts, 4 fiction...If you place enough stuff close to the truth in an article or
letter, you can make people bellieve it's true.” Everything was stralghtened between
John and me, both publicly and privately. Thls should have been the end of the matter.

Enter Dick Martin. In Anduin #9, he wrote: "I must respond to the second letter
from Gary in #7. He's become paranoid lately(too much 'shine?), and the letter really
shows 1t. A few examples: 1) He confuges Caruso's kidding with-deliberate lying or some
other hideous plot....Cary "lies" by saying that Boaxdman is gﬁs_’a_nt%ﬁ attacking him
as a GM, Now, Eric, you know as well as I do that John B has done nothlng of th_? sort.
Possiily twice tut surely not more than ;.ha.t. I&J}B Jumped on Gary for GMing. Fdrging"

; ((Continued on page 37T )
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(Dick Martin's Apduin etter comtinued from page 36 ): “is another story altogether. I
can't help tut feel that Gary is spending much of his energy looking for trouble so he
can defand’ his reputation®. There are other examples, tut I won't go into them here.”
Eric Kane replied: "I don't exactly agree with Dick about Gary. I thought Gary was well
within his rights when he defended himself..." 'I thought Eric's comments eliminated any
need for me to reply to Dick even though I didn't.like being called “paranoid®.

But in the next issue, Anduin #10, Dick Martin came back again. He sald: “First--
~-the letters. Mine regarding Gary is old news. However, I never said he wasn't
*within his rights'. That wasn't my point at all. My point was that he was ‘defending*
himself against a joke. Paranoids usually act within their ‘rights®, so to speak.”
He went on to say about puﬁlisher s burnout which Rod Walker and Mark Berch had mentionsd
in a previocus Anduin: "I view "uwrnout' differently than Walker and Berch....l still
get warned about turnout{chuckle}, even though I'm farther from that that than ever.

Erlc Kane's response to this was: "I think I'11l allow Gary to reply to the part
about him if he wishes to." I 4did wish to, but my letter wasn't p:gj.n‘bed until Anduin
12 since Anduin 11 was a warehousey issue with no letter column. .~ e

Before I p: print that letter I must update you on what was happenﬁi< the meantime.
I had Tinally met Dick in person in Chicago and Baltimore and we had - dlong nicely.

He is very nice in person lut in a letter column it 1s necessary to sink _to his level.
His zine Retaliation had been very lirregular for months and the game resdiis Were nearly
always late. He had been sending me totally uncalled-for cemments 1n lettyrs to me
during the omhudsman case. With Chicago and Baltimore coming up, I didn't want a repeat
of GenCon making our common friends uncomfortable. So I asked Eric Ozog and Kathy Byrne
to once again step in to 1lron out differences and try to get through to Dick. They
did, just in time for Chicago amd Baltimore. During this period is when his Anduln
letters were appearing. Now my letter which appeared in Anduin #12: e
_____ "In Anduin #10, you [Eric Kane ) sald you would allow me to reply to what Dick
Martin wrote atout me if I srished to, I do wish to. To backtrack, Dick has written
you at least two letters commenting on my own response to some things that John Caruso
said about me that I disagreed with in Anduln. He calls me ‘'paranocid® for *'defending’
myself® against a 'joke®.

*T get 3 lot of zines and I read every one of them. If scmeone says something about
me that I don't particularly care for, or is untruthful or 1s misleading, I have absolute-
-1y no qualms at all about writing in with my own response. I think most people feel
this way. And that is what I did in Anduin.”

*The ‘'disagreement’ was between John Caruso and me. The disagreement 1s over. John
is satisfied. I am satisfied. The whole matter 1s closed. But noooocooo! Dick has
to write not one, but two letters about it. I really don’t see what his point could be.
However, I know from personal dealings with Dick that he likes to needle people and
“pick at" what he may think are "wourds"--sort of like rubbing salt in a wound--that's
Dick!®

“I suggest that instead of writing Andulp long letters discussing a “disagreement”
that is over and done with, that Dick concentrate on putting out his Retaliation which
used to come out once a month like clockwork. Lately it has been very lxregular., Maybe
that Ais why Dick wrote you and said that he 1s farther from burn-ocut "than evex™. When
you don®*t publish, u can't bturn-out, right Dickiepoo?! Well, that's all for this
lparanoid® this time Eric,” ————— —————— e e

To my letter, Eric Kane replied: “Actually, I still agree with Gary. I would do
the same thing if I were in his shoes."” Please remember this Anduin epilsode. It plays
a part in Dick's letters which I will be publishing later in this article.

Now we are finally getting to the meat of this article. the Retaliation"vendetta”
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trat Dick launched against me in his latest(take that both ways!) issue. I am now
going to publish a series of letters between Dick and myself to show you what I have had
to read from him and how I have responded to his barbs. BEverything is dated and will be
printed in exact chronological order.

Some explanations: Dick is angry about the anonymous bitches. He bhlames Woody
for one of them. Woody is Steve Arnawo&ian, pubber of Coat of Arm's Diplomatic Immunity
and he gave me permlsslon to use his name in the reprint of these letters. 1979 CG is
2 Lheesecake game that Dick and I are in together. I just changed sides away from Dick's
9-canter Russla. I am a Z-center Turkey. We both came in as standbys.

From Dick's letters, it is quite apparent to me that he likes to dish it out tut he
can't take it himself. It seems to me that he thinks he 1s beyond criticism and applies

a different set of standards to himself than to others. Me 1n this case. I will divide
the letters by lines,

"Oear® Cary, T TTTTTTTTTTTTTTTrTTTTTTTTTTTOTS August 24,718827 "7 T

Thanks for the kind words in the latest Anduin. I »eally needed that. If you
don't want people to comment on your 'feuds®,keep them ocut of the papers.

Which lxrings up ancther thing: those “cute" anonymous remarks on yowr bitch -
pege. If you think that's the way to run a zeen, fine. Just refund the balance of ny
subscription, please. I don't really care what Woody(95% guess) has to say about the
way I run my zsen. I do care that he(just a guess) is afraid to show his name on the
snide comments. What's the matter, 1s he afrald to hurt his reputation along with mine?
If I cared about reputations, I might get really mad. Bah! The whole mess stinks. Go
ahead, Mr. Hobby Consclence, run Dlpdom the way you think 1t should be run. Just leave
me alone, OK?

The census 1s finished by the way. And thanks about the comment on press systems.
1 did appreclate that. Take Care, Dick

PS re:1 79 CG --you sure got a lot of builds from your new "ally" didn't you?
Dear DIck, T T T T T T TTTTTTT T T T T T Rugust 29, 71582
I think yours 15 the most difficult on-going friendship that I have in this

hobby. There is so much that I llke about you and then again a lot that I just don't
understand about where you are coming from. I got your note on the R-3 orders and I'1ll
Just go down in paragraph by paragraph.

First you thank me for "the kind words in the latest Anduin" and say "I really
needed that. If you don't want people to comment on your *feuds®, keep them out of the

s .ts
paperln the first place, I don't care what you write about me or when you write it. But,
count on it, I'11l be writing a reply if I see fit. So, take your own advice, 1f you
don't want people commenting on letters that you write, don't write them. I still don't
see the point of your two letters in Anduin and that is what I brought out in my own
letter. Surely you are not saying that it is OK for you to write whatever you want about
me Wt that, for some reason, I can't have the same right?

2nd paragraph was about the "bitch e”. When I announced what it was golng to be
and that it would be in the next 1sﬁne(#€2§. I didn't hear from you at all., Are you
opposed to it because you were one who was criticized? Would 1t have been OK 1If it was
someone else who was being criticized? I sald "any bitches" from “anybody”. After I
sajd that, 1 couldn't very well turn down subtmissions now could I7?

For some reason, and I'm sure you'll correct me if I have this wrong, I am getting
the impression that you think you shoizld be beyond criticlsm. Look at it this way, Dick,
you are a very visiltle person in the hobby. Ret tlion was a top-flight zine which has
been irregular due to your losing the free xeroXi%%%' Then, when the zine hasn't been
seen{at that time) for a couple of months, it is announced, everywhere, in the hobby,
that Dick Martin 1s going to be doing the hobby census. I think it was a very valid
point for these people to question how you would be able to do thils, when your own zine
hadn®t come out, especilally since these pubbers(and both "anonymous” were pubbers) were
belng asked to take their time to type out thelir address lists and send it to you.

I wish you would read my reply in #16 to them again. I just stated facts and gave
your own explanation from the ORIGINS Retaliation about why the census wasn't ready and
that the response bf sending address lists was smaller than you had hoped.

Now, #17 is at the printer's now and your letter came too late to print ut Konrad
484 write = bitch about it and that was printed. I don't know how you will feel about

that either. #18 will be a special issue but Mark Berch, 1f he answers a question that
({Continued on page 3% )
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“"he falled to answer this time, and I'1ll print it

if you have a response to #16 andt #17 taken together.
#17 will be mailed shortly after this letter, hope-
fully.

Jrd paragraph: I°m glad the census is finished.
In my response to Konrad in #17, I could have said
*And the census still hasn't been done.” but I - :
didn't. I will be glad to announce that it is done.
Please tell me what I should serd to you to get a
copy. 1'd like to give some detaills about 1it, ete.

4th paragraph: You thanked me for what I said
about the press systems in Retallation, Well, Dick, I ‘believe in glving credli where -
credit is due. Both you and I have faults hd'. we a.lso have virtues too.

Anether note on the bitch page: I am not immune to it either. Anyone can write
in anything and it can be sent anonymously via third parties if about me and the person
doesn't want me to know who they are.

I don't know if after reading this, and #17,if you wlll still wsnt your sub balance
refunded or not. If so, this means that someone else will have to be called to play
Austria in "Swedish Roundabout" since players must maintaln an actlive sub. If this is
what you lhtend, please submit final orders so that the position isn't worsened. This
sulmitting of final orders will also give you back $1.00 of your game fee since you will
be out before Winter 1905. I do wish you would reconsider if only for the other players'
sakes. I stayed with R-3 through thick and thin in my relatioms with you.

Sincerely, Gary
({(I left out a detalled statement about our Cheesecake game which was also in this letter))

Gaxy, T T T T T T T T T T T T T T T T T T Septenber T3,719827 T
) You airhead, Did you even read what I sent you? It would appear not. My main
objection was not that I was criticized. I object to the "anonymocus" bitches. I also
object to your printing bltches without letting the accused reply in the same isaue.
As you have it set up, your wonderfully cute invention will be the source of plenty of
strife. Unless you abedish the "anonymous" bitch I fully intend to request my subdb
refunded or worse. And i1f you intend to remove me from 81AM as a result{even if, the
way you do it, a sub is not necessary to play) that's just too bad.

Also, since my anonymous complainers are both pubbers, surely they are men enough
to step forward and claim responsibillty for their words. So I insist on knowing who
they are so I can settle any problems privately. I'm not going to do my dirty laundrxy
in puhlic for your benefit. Make that my 2nd conditicn for subbing to EE peacefully.

As for Anduin, I guess you weren't paying attention again. I had no problems with
your reply to my letter. It was the “"don't comment on what I have to say--after all,
you aren't allowed to write letters until you've put out your zeen" attitude you have
that put me off., Your comment to that effect was also put in a most unkind way. 5So,
sure, if you want me tc write anything about you, I will. If you'd like me to keep it
relevant, true and polite, I expect you to do the same. At this point, you're not.

Retaliation has been irregular since I lost the free xeroxing, not due to 1t. I
Just have little desire to keep up the pace I once did. If you don't like it, either
get a sub refund or shut up. I'm tired of your heoller-than-thou attitude. You're not
By conscience.

I had a time figuring ocut what you were talking about in regard to future EEs.
What dces Berch have to do with this?

Census stuff is on the enclosed sheet. Too bad it's done, huh? If it wasn't,
we'd have some more "fun" bitches, eh? Yes, you could have =aid that it still wasn't
done, ut you®'d look pretty foolish again.

79 CG Russia to Turkey: I'm not worrlied about you. I know your competency level,
Unless you let Italy order your units, Turkey won't be doing anything toc me. I'm better
off without you. When Italy takes you out, don't cry to me. As far as I'm concerned
you can fly a kiteor jump in a lake: your choice. Take Care, Dick

PS What, you want me to be eliminated in 81 AM anyway. It's hard to get game reports
when you mail them to the wrong address.

———— — ———— ——— T o W ——— A —— it T =

Of course, I had an answer to this tut some other things have to be explained 1in
this next section. This is one of Dick's reques @ I*'11 let him tell you about i€,
((Continued on page 43 )




LY Heer Bommel and EE greei the results of the First EMinent Awards '
. compiled by Mike Mills. Who i1s Heer Bomwel? Well you will have io read
the “Alsace-lorralne"” GAME NOTES for that information...As for what the
3} -BMinent Awards are, it 1s a poll based upon the Britlsh "Gladys Awards”
N _# . and Tun by Mike Mills, pubber of Emhain Macha. Unlike any other poll
5?/ MMike sent out certificates to the top wimmenr of each,suitable for
‘;1‘"/ framing, ha ha. All in all 37 people voted which is good for a new
#*>% 3 poll which was only announced about 3 months ago. Nike divided 1t up
"\3‘.\ ‘_by votes and gave percentage of all votes for the top 3 zines in each

L .A_category. The results aves (There are several tles) ______ ___ ___
BEST ZINE (36 votes) BEST NEW ZINE(34 votes)
1. BRuropa Express 27.70% 10 votes! 1. Damn The Torpedcea 19.35% 6 votes
2. Just Among Friends 11.11% 4 votes{ 2. Winsome-Losesonme 16.12% 5 votes
Whitestonia 11.11% &4 votesH 3. Coat of Amms 6.45% 2 votes
Europa Express 6.45% 2 votes
(18 votes among 11 zines: Cheesecake, Perelandra 6.45% 2 votes
Coat of Arms, Diplomacy By Moonlight, (14 votes among 11 zines: Borm To Dip,
Dogs of War, Emhain Macha, Eapire, Coat of Arms, Emhain Macha, Helcaraxe,
Fol Si Fle, Le Front, Sleepless Knights, Irksome, Lone Star Diplomat, Magus, Paranolacs'
Voice of Doom, Winsome-losesome) ______ | _ Monthly, The Schemer, Sleepless Knights, Tacky
MOST IMPROVED ZINE (26 votes) BEST FOR DIPLOMACY (34 votes)
1. Diplomacy By Moonlight 15.38% U4 votes|l. Dogs of War 14.70% 5 votes
Irksome 15.38% 4 votes| 2. UCheesecake 8.80% 3 votes
3. Snafu 11.53% 3 vote Yoice of Doom 8.80#% 3 votes

{15 votes among 11 zines: Anduin, Appalling] (23 votes among 18 zines: Appalling Greed,
Greed, Born To Dip, Coat of Arms, Diplomacy Cheesecake, Coat of Arms, Dip By Moonlight,
World, Buropa Express, Just Among Friends,/ Dot Happy, EFGIART, Ewxhain Macha, Envoy,
The Schemer, Sleepless Knights, Volce of Eurcpa Express, Fol 51 Fie, Just Among

Doom, Whitestonia e _ Friends, Magus, Murd'ring Ministers, Saint
George and the Dragon, Sleepless Knights, Snafu, Ter-ran, Whitestonla, _______________
BEST FOR BON-BIF GAMES (26 votes) BEST ZINE FOR HOBBY NEWS (32 votes)

1. Envoy %2.30% 11 votes 1. Whitestonia a4, 37% 11 votes

2. Empire 11.53% 3 votes 2. Diplomacy Digest 15.62% 5 votes

3. Non-Applicable, a 5-way tile 3. Buropa Express 12.50% 4 vyotes

{12 votes among 8 sines: Bushwacker, (12 votes among 9 zines: DBIFISIMEFIRIEXNEEY
Emhain Macha, Empire, Kathy's Xornor, Diplomacy World, Graustazk, Just Among Frilends,
Mike's Mag, Saint George and the Dragon,d Lone Star Diplomat, Mos Eisley Spaceport,

Ter-ran, The Shogun's Sword ________ ___ - _Muxd'ring Ministers, Snafu _ (‘!EE-'E 's_9, Mike?!! )
BEST ZINE LETTER COLUMN (34 votes) BEST-LOOKING ZINE (35 votes)
1. Europa Express 44.11% 15 votes 1. Lone Star Diplomat 25.71% 9 votes
2. Volce of Doom 20.58% 7 votes 2. Just Among Friends 17.18% 6 votes
3. ¥Whitestonila 11.76% b votes 3. Diplomacy By Moonlight 8.57% 13 votes
(8 votes among 6 sines: Anduin, Burcopa Express 8.57% 3 votes
Diplomacy World, Fol Si Fle, Lone S (1% votes among 11 zines: Cheesecake, Coat of
Diplomat, Mos Eisley Spaceport, -1v - L Arms, Damn the Torpedoes, Diplomacy World,
Murd*ring Ministers Emhain Macha, Envoy, Le Front du Liberation,
- — ——wu_l_Peek, Sleepless Knights, Snafu, Tacky _______
BEST GM (36 votes) DISTINGUISHED SERVICE (28 votes)
1. John Daly(Dogs of War) 11.11% 4 votes| 1. John Daly 10.71% 3 votes
2. Bob Arnett(R-Q7) 8.30% 3 votes| 2. Kathy Byrne 7.14% 2 votes
Bruce Linsey(Voice of Doom) 8.30% 3 votes Don Ditter 7.14% 2 votes
Andy Lischetti(Cheesecake) B.30% 3 votes Michael Mills 7.14% 2 votes
Bob Sergeant(8t.GeorgedDrag) 8.30% 3 votes Rod Walker 7.14% 2 votes
(20 votes among 15 GMs: Doug Beyerlein, John |(17 votes among 17 others: Mark Berch,
Boardman, Ron Brown(California), John Caruso, [Edi Birsan, Ron Brown(Canada), Allan
Gary Coughlan, Fred Davlis, Steve Heinewski, Calhamer, John Caruso, Dave Crockett

Roy Henricks, Lee Kendter, Steve Langley, Fred Davis, Roy Henricks, John @r
((The rest of the names for these two categories is on page ) ))
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»4lsace-Lorraine® 1981 IC Press continued from page 12 . -

Kathy to Malcy Baby: Thank you for the nice letter, telling me what a jerk I am for
not letting you take Venice! You certainly have a way with words, I sure hope you have
a way with Turks or the Anstrian h‘.l.ockswillsoonﬁndﬂxeye].low alime invading his
country!

Memphis to Kathy: Don't take it personally; I think all Americans are "uggerlegs™ to
mc......
Malc to the Tsar: Wotcha Buggerlegs. Hey, how can I write ya, when I don't even know
Where you live, huh? Hell I don't even know which hloody continent you're from?
Malc to Robert: I wanna peace babe! But my poor 11l ol® dove here, man, don't know
where to go, man. If I knew where your digs is, ya dig, 1'd know where to send it.
Mem s to Malcs Others don't seem to know where they are elther.....

13
L)

Germany to GM: How can Thomas Franke invite Elsie to Germany? He ain’t there yet.

GM to Germanys And he and "Buggerlegs™ Byrne didn't get anything off of you this time
elther Elaje's trip is put into abeyance anyway. I won the tosa and went to Wichlta,
LVIENNESE BOYS® mm}l-’(muia Je :

Behind the smile the stranger lies
Beware of wshat 1s in her eyes

Looks like fun, but she's after you
It*s not funny what that smile can do.

Behind the smile there lies a face

Filled with cunning but she's full of grace
Comes on friendly tut she's deadly too
Peware or she'll take care of you.

An inmmocence so0 well rehearsed
So naive that's all you ever see
Behind the smile you cannot see
Lies another full of mystery
" Don't be fooled Ly that friendly grin
The jaﬂs of Death are soing ‘0 call Jyou b U W,
Dedicated to Kathy)
Apologles to David Coverdale and Rog-r Glover)
¢ to Malc: Ever been confused?
France to and: Sometimes your "information™ 1is very confusing--—or do you have a
certain aim,....? Remember your last letter! _
Memphis to France: Remember Bernie Marsdenl -
Austria to France: Who's Bernle Marsden you ask? My God, a bloody heathen. Hpold still
while I mobllize my forces =20 that I can blast the heretic off the face of the board.
Besides, who's this tloody Ieapo Stabo then? Some no-good upstart from the Bronx I bet..
Amatria bo. Frances Didn't see Whitesnake elther, my God. This guy deserves to be stabbed.
-Italy to France: Cute uild! Would you like me to tell you where to shove that fleet?
It }ntte:r be in Spain or else! That was an official warning, one wrong move and it's
WAR

‘France to Ital? I didn't stab you, as you can see by Ay moves—-1 hope we can keep on
. good relations .
- Germany to France: "Welcome, welcome” may I ask you to stay for supper? We shall

txy BYRNT FRANKS. I must admit that your proposition to meet our Rusalan friend in
BERLIN will have to bes postponed for now. How about Ixresakfast?

Memphis to Germany: Will you be serving French toast? You know what they say about

French toast...cs.

Ws Sometimes French toast doesn't taste very well; people got a certain
s called the "Surrender Disease™: they won't fight anymore and move sastwards!

Usuaily only German troops are affected....
HEE_}_,B to0 Francet Usually, tut then there are other known cases as well......

¢ to Cafés Who's gay, you sniveeling little Eyetie? I'm only a good natured ¢ollege
student with a severe bout of identity crisias! Rumour has it that the crisis is xrought
on by a severe affliction of soberity, so I'm ixrying to amend this little problem.
[MALC]- Yippee, I've actually finished my degree and qualified! So, guess what...I'm
bloody drunk again! Hiya Gary.
Malc to Kathy: Outtamawayyou, I'm & comin' thru. I'- off on a pllgrimage to the west.
S8p gethehellouta Munich, I need the space to move my armies. This France hasgottago.
Italy to G t How dare you call me a pain in your "nich"(?) Always using those »

t “those™? Turn to page Wi} for the rma.ling answers!))
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* Alsace-Lorraine” 1981 IC Press continued from page “H .

foreign words. What's the matter pes den't speak English like the rest of us—-no
wonder you lost Munich.

Germany to Italy: I guess you looked at the wrong side of the paper, you could also
use a mirror. PFPlease stay for supper if you can.
Malcy Baby to Caf8; Still in the game then, eh? Ever contemplated dropping out?
MS_to KBs Ir you pop off before me, I'1]l do you a little obituary in Bohemian
M tut unfortunately I'm not as flattering as Gary Coughdrop.
M 8 to Malc: Bohemian Rhapscdy, Bohemian Rhapsody, where have I heard that name?
France to Mstria: Send a sample copy of Echemian Rhapsody, or do you really think
I'm subscrilidng to "a cat in the sack". as a German proverbd says? Anyway-~-where was
your lettexr?
Hengg to Pwminece: The English equivalent is "a plg in a poke™!
Malc to Gary:s Marry, sh? You haven't been looking at Saxe-Colurg-Gotha( (undur))
press then, eh? I don't know who I could marry amongst my neighbours, now that dear
0l®* Marion{bless her cotion socks) has left us. I suppose that leaves ol®' hloodsucking,
tackstabbing. . . AARGHHY . .. ..
Gary to &‘l_.cs Oh, now, KEathy can be real nice when she wants to be.....
KB to GM:  Of course, you will receive the Miggest kiss, cause you're so clever! Ha, ha
on Scottiel

GM to KB: Yeah, tut you dunked me at Wichita!
France to Rusaia: How about dropping a line?

Heexr Bo to_the World; I hate pressi!

M is Hear s Vell, then, let’s end it for now, shall we?!

UUDUUUUUUUEIDUDUUUUDUGUUUUUUUUUUUUUUUODUUUUUU

NEW SUBBERS AND COAS (And their sines):

5 Everyone on this liat got EE #17, at least, so #18 l1ls NOT the
:ﬁrst issue of this zine that they*ve seen. Remember the code of the

A ' South—- - —-(chicken leg), (chicken breast, and chicken wing)!
& (1. Petexr Ashley: 2530 N. Chelton Road, Colorado Springs, Colorado
' 80909 USA

"3(2. Mike Barno: Box 1153, 25 Andrews Memorial Drive, Rochester,
. New York 14623 USA (The Shogun's Sword)

| 3) P3 James M. Briggs, 2nd Plt. D Btry/MSL/3rd Tng Bn/
; ; , lst ADA Tng Bde, Ft. Bliss, Texas 79916 USA
(4. Konrad Baumeistexr: Box 6050 Henle Village, Goorgctotm Univeraity, Washington,

D.C. 20057 (Give A ¥ n) USA
{(5) Cathy Cunning: 710 ¥. Las Palmaritas, Pho‘n:lx. Arinonl. F%
6) Scott Hanmon:s 939 18th Ave SE, Minneapolis, Ninnesota 55414 USA (Irkeome)
57 Steve Hutton: 704 Prant St., London, Ontario, CANADA N5Y 3N1 {No Fixed Address)

8) Jim Meinel: 628 Whitworth lane So., Renton, Washington 98055 USA {The Prince
9. Jeff Noto: 303-15 Diamond Village, Gainesville, Florida 32603 USA
Eto. Keith Sherwood: PO Box 6457, La Jolla, California 92037 USA (T4 t To R:l.do)
11. Texrxry Tallman: 16047 28th N.E., Seattle, Washington 98155 USA
' llart.h Sel.lth. Nesat
(12) Richard Walkerdine: 144 Stoughton Road, Guil |, Serrey, U.K. 6PG
(Mad Policy)
(13. Judy Winsome: 1993 Plymouth Drive #11, Mountain View, California 94043 USA
(¥insome-Losesome)
(14) _James Woodson: 2329 S._ 9th St., Apt #414, Minneapolis, Winnesota 53506 USA__ _ _
Rodﬁﬂkwuasthgtn_i.mlﬂwldull be three to four weeks later than usual.
However he did tell the top 20 zines and top 21 GMa. They are: 1. D_i%@
2. Diplomatic Imsunity 3. EE 4. % 5. Paranoiscs®’ Mon . Just Among
Friends 7. wm"g Brutus etin 9. Lone Star D1 10. Sleeypless
Knights 11. Ter-ran 12. Hoslinle 13. Kathy's Kornor 14%. Voice of Doom
: 0a’ s 1 -_5_(}_"{, 18. Magus 19. Diplomacy World
20. ‘l'heSchc-.r........ . DXty — 3. Heinowskl 4. Lischett 5. Osuch
6. Sorgua.nt 7. Kendtex ({ tO.Goudllsn 11. Carter
12. Boaniman 13. leeder 14. DPe ; Sampson  16. Barno 17. Linssy 18. Conner
19. 3ayth 20. lLarzelere 21. Cmao...........lﬂ.mty plus votes were cast and I to
have complete results next lasue. Ties are circled. Check out GMa numbexr B!!




"POOR RICHARD'S ALMANACK" Continued from page 39 . .

In a September 16, 1982 letter to me, Dick wrote the following: "OK what I'd like is \
this: reprint the long anonymous bitch before mine, preferably in issue #18."

"Then, reprint your letter of September 7 with this letiter following it., It would
be best 1if you interspérsed my reply paragraph by paragraph with your original. Call it
an article titled “The Other Side of Gary Coughlan". It also should go into #18 because
with time, 1t wlll lose its relevance.” Take C , Dick o

OK, Dick gets his wishes 1n this case. My September 7, 1982 letter is what I wrote
in reply to his September 3, 1982 lettexr on page 39 . When I wretke it, I had not yet
seen the "vendetta™ attack that Dick Martin had launched on me in Retaliation . I got
that issue on September 13, 1982, Bear in mind that what Dick wrote at the top of this
page here and what is contained in his letter of September 16, 1982 was written after
he wrote his "vendetta” and knew that I would have seen it. Of course, it is not mentioned
at all. This is, to me, Dick's double standard coming through again. First up the
Bitches. The long anonymous bitch which appeared in #16 said: (A lot of the “You"
is referring to me, Gary Coughlan):

(3) Anonymous: "Dick Martin doing the hobby census? Does that mean no Retaliation for
three months? The old Dick Martin, you know the reliable ocne, would have done the list.
But the new one, associated with John Carlos Enterprises, can only NMR in Diplomacy games.
If Dick wants my sub list, he'll have to come to my house and copy the subbers’ names and
addressesgé or each subber will have to send thelr name and address to the Drip."™

And Dick's reply, after his "vendetta® (Ik'= on page "8 1f you can't walt to read it!)

"Here's my complaint about your anonymous bitches, as expected. I don't object so
much to the questions raised, some ppople consider publishing a zZeen on ashedule (if
at all) a prerequisite to participation in Dipdom. You're one of those picky types, so
it's understandable why you would consider the census and my zZeen as linked. Obviously
when I pick a project, I see it out to its conclusion(remember who started the USOS?)
No, I thought not....5 {USCS was an Orphan Service started by Dick Martin, John Daly
and Jack Brawner ] ~-—often not on schedule, Wt I finish what I start.

“What I do object to 1s what you consider "personal™ or not. Now, I never knew
that calling someone a "drip" was impersomal, and the tone of the long anomymous gripe
was anything ut impersonal. I certalnly expected nothing better from a cheapshot
artist like Woody. I'm not even surprised that he didn*t even have the guts to take
responsibllity for his words. (What®s the matter Woody, don't you want éwerybody to see
your total lack of class?) I had expected you to have enough class not to print trash
like that. I don®t mind criticism if 1t's done constructively, and I don't mind doubts
expressed openly. This was nelther, just another one of Woody's attempts to be "cute”
at someone else's expense. Ha ha. I had hoped you would recognize it as such, at
instead you call it "not perscnal™. Really? What I wrote to Boardman regarding your
faking was less personal than this, and you sure took that personally! I thought you
were past the point of trying to "get me back™ for that. Are we even now?

Do you really want everybody to be able to express their feelings about some things
they don®t 1ike? You're golng to have more hurt feelings than you expect, I bet. But
hey, if your objective to cause as much anguish as possible, I'1l1 make sure Robert Sacks
gets a gift sub to EE. That should make you ecstatic!

Secondarily, I'm disappointed that the gripers feel they must be anonymous. I
certainly don't feel that I'm the vindictive aert, and that would be the only reason
Y can see for remaining anonymous. The lack of communicationr is discouraging. So
have fun with your bitches while you can, I don’t think they’ll last long. ________ ___

o . I e . e . PP ek s . i

My reply to Dick's response to the anonymous bitch about him: I made a mistake when
I printed the word "drip”. I am sorry. I apologize. But the rest of that anonymous
bitch was facts. I mean all thls year since last November I have been thinking that
Retaliation has been late., It's only come out 4 or 5 times this year. But now I see
that you are not into schedules. I wish I had known that so I wouldn't have been ripped
off by those ridiculous double issues for $1.00 a blow. Especially revealing was what
Dick wrote in the latest Anduln about his publishing:

"On publishing--I put out Retaljiation religiously for 2% years. That®s long enough
as far as I'm coneerned. So now I publish when I feel like it. I've adopted much the
sane attitude as Konrad--I'm only doing this for the amusement of myself and a small -~

segment of my subbers. When 1t ceases to be fun for u *11l probably fold. The games
((Continued on page t4i}



“POCK RICHARD'S ALMANACK" Continued from page W3 .

(Dick Martin's Anduin #13 letter continued)

"are all delinked so there 1s no turning need to publish regularly--a “schedule" is not
enough reason for me. I might add that Gary 1s welcome to a sub refund any time, if
he doesn't like the way I work. At least I have a sense of decency"

Take care, Dick

Anyone who wants to see Dick®2 "sense of decency”, please, please, please look
at his vendetta against me on page Y8 .

Much of the time, Retalliation was late. When I did the fake Retaliation in
November, 1980, when the zine was about 1—% years old, 1ts often lateness was commented
on. The game results are often late. This “delink” idea intrigues me. How long
has 1t been in effect? Iidsten very carefully, I want a sub refund back from you for
Retaliation only if 1t means that I can continue in R-3. If I am reading your Anduin
letter correctly, this does mean that I don't have to malntain a sub to Retaliation
and can still remadn in R-3, right? I no longer want to receive Retaliation since
the "vendetta” as John Caruso called it.

Other points in your bitch: What you wrote to Boardman was a lie. He used it to
attack me, in print, before Grmustark readers with whom I have no means of responding.
If I thought he'd read them, I'd send Boardman your letters to me pralsing the fake and
even asking for additlonal copies for some of your friends. In EE, you have the right
of reply which you have just gotten.

I, after the "vendetta™ you launched against me before you wrote this bitch, can
quite easlly understand why these pubbers would want to remaln anonymous. If that
issue of Retaliation doesn't prove that you are "the vindictive sort" , nothing will
convince people,. And the bitches will last just as long as people have gripes in this
hobby, either open or anonymous.

Now, we move on to shat I describved on pageéh3d . I have never responded to Dick®
letter of September 16 until now. So the 1lst Gary 1s my September 7, 1982 letter in
response to Dick®s September 3, 1982 letter. Dick's repllies in here are from his
September 16, 1982 letter after he had written the vendetta in Retaliation and knew
that I had gotten it. The 3rd is my answers now, after seeing the vendetta. This is
what Dick requested and I'm going to see -that he gets it.

1. (Gaxy)s "I got your letter of Sept. 3rd today and that is why I'm writing. You set
the policy in your zine and I*1l set the policy in my zine, okay? If my zine doesn't

meet your standards, then just ask for your sub money back, but don't just bluster about

it.”

2. (Dick): "You set the policy in EE, and let me set mine? You seem to be only too

happy to tell me how frequently I should putlish. Next time you tell me to mind my

own usiness, make sure you are minding your own at the time."

3. (Cary):s "When I signed up for Retallation as a subber and fer a.game, I was led to

believe that I would be receiving it on time. Now I see from the Amduin letter that

you are publishing for the "amusement" of a “small segment"” of your subbers. I knew

that it wasn't for the rest of us who pald good money. Like I said above, end my

sub_if I can still Tremain in the supposedly "delinked” R-3. What a novel concept!” ___

1. (Gary): "I will not abelish the "anonymous™ on the bitch page unless a sizeable
number of people wish me too ard that Jjust hasn’t happened. An example of this 1s my
love for current events and the political discussions in EE. I personally like this tut
my perception was that most or many of the subbers were not in favor of it. 5o it has
one,"”
g. {Dick): "So, do a sizeable mumber of people like the anonymous bitch page? I've
not heard anybody who defends it except you. Do you know any major newspaper that
prints letters anonymously? No, because it is abominahle ediltorial policy. The current
events stuff was interesting, you should have kept it."
3. (Gary): "So you liked the current events, eh? Funny I never heard from you one way
or another about it and my changing policy was announced several 1ssues ago and most of
the letters I received applauded that decision. Certalnly major newspapers and magazines
print anonymous letters. I do believe they are signed something like this: “Name
Withheld Due to Request™. They probably want to avoid vendetta attacks by you! The

majority of EEers have not sald anything about the bitch e, Jjust like most sub s
don*t eipress the;.tr:' feeligfskon most to%ics. Sort of likga%hé curren%kevengs, You oW
c -

how that goes don ¥you
- * ((Continued on page %5 ))



*POOR w's AIMANACK" Continued from pa.ge‘“(—’
"PRA"™ because Dick Martin will no

' Six Diplomacy ((mis 1=
LI — T e ; doudbt £find some way to call it an unprovoked

attack!))

1. (Gary): "I type my zine, including the bitch page, over a period of several days.
Frauke’s letter came during that time and made it intc the letier column. Had tha® -
been an entry for the bltch page, there would have been no way that the "accused®™ could
have had time to have hils reply in. And such a system is unworkable anyway. And every-
-one has the right of reply which has been hobby practice in other =imiliar areas.”

2. (Dick): “What is more important to you--typing your precious zeen or the feelings
of your subbers? If 3it's the former, I think you're an irresponsitle jerk. If the
latter, you're doing a lousy Jjob. Yes, the system works--I've seen it. It's very {
simple, you don't print slander until the accused has a chance to reply. If it delays

it by an issue, what's the big deal? Right of zreply is not all 1it's cracked up to be.

If I'd had a chance to reply at all, all I had to say was "the census 1s finished™ and
that would be it. Now I have to go through this whole thing shile everybody gets to
ponder how bad I am.for a month., And what of anybody whose sub expires--are you goling
to make sure that they see my reply? I doubt it. If the system I like worked in BB
with its 2-week deadlines, surely it can work with 5-week deadlines.”

3. (Gary): "You say, "It's very simple, you don't print slander until the accused has
a chance to reply.' Pray tell how that philosophy was followed 1in view of your vendetta
in Retaligtion. After the way, you delayed even naming me an omludsman for R-3 (See
pageV7), why should I allow you to delay what was a valid complaint for God who knows
how long? BB, or Brutus Bulletin never had a system like that. I would often write
letters to that zine in response to other letters. I remember when Bob Arnett insulted
Bruce Linsey---I didn't see Bruce's reply in that issue. It came in the next one, along
with one from me. I am doing nothing that has not been done before. If you’re so hepped
up about this, why don't you wrlte Erlc Ozog about the Dan Stafford comments he printed
about me(See page 4 ). I have to walt 2 months to reply there. How about an Ozog vendetta:

1. (Gary): "I don't reveal those who wish to remain anonymous and with your publica-
-tion of the Hobby Census, it will show beyond any doubt that you are capable of setting
a task for yourself and carrylng it out. Find enclosed a check for $2.00 for sending
me the census.”

2. (Dick): "I completed my tour with the USOS [Orphan Service--see page™] with no
hitches. I've proved myself more than 99+% of Dipdom has, and I'm tired of it. You,

on the other hand, have never done anything of general value. I suppose that those of
you who never set tasks and carry them out mist keep a close eye on those of us who do?
Yeah, we might not complete it, right? Ha. The people who do the work are just opeaidng
themselves up for criticism from the do-nothings. I don't know if it's worth it, 1it's

a wonder anybody does anything.™

3. {(Gary): "My, my, we're certailnly playing the martyr®s role this time, aren't we?!

I was nothing less than supportive of your Hobby Census preject. I plugged it repeatedly
in this zine. I sent you my address list. I sent you money for the completed project.
But, if you are golng to charge $2.00 to those who contributed and $5.00 to anyone else,
you are not going to have many people even see 1t. That's hardly “general value"”. I am
not one to toot my own horn but I think when I typed up the Foreign section of the Zine
Dlrectory and gave a complete listing to ail European zines for the first time in hobby
history that that is of general value. Mike Mills, Zine Directory pubber, certainly
thoggh% so and the ZD is widely spread throughout the hobby. It only costs $1.00. In
EE, T am proud of having hrought North Americans and Burcpeans together on a wide basis.

- — ——— e ——— —— e e S e [

1. (Gary): *"I think my Anduin letter can be summed up as that old moral: °‘People who
live in glass houses shouldn®t throw stones*. I didn't writing criticizing anything
about you in Anduln until you threw some pinpricks my way first.”

2. {Dick): "My Anduiln letter was relevant to yours. On the other hand, yours expanded
into irrelevant areas with your catty remarks. You seem to have missed my point---too
many beers?*®

3. {(Gary): ™That's a cheap shot, even for you, Dick. As I have a cow named Elsie and
always eat Grits for hreakfast, so I am now tagged with the image of the drinker in this
hobby. Just call me the "Dean Martin" of the hobby; I've got the reputation but others
drink just as much, or more, than I do. Pardon me, tut I replied to your Anduln letter
and I do believe it mentioned "burn-out®. This letter is on page 37 . You're just u t
because at long last, I'm starting tc reply to your cheap-chots. !No mere one-ways.," @
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* POOR R?CHARD'S ALVANACK" Continued from page %5 .
1, *(qﬁry)z “When %-3 ends, and I am voting for the 4-way draw, you don't have to worry
about ‘sending Retaliation to me anymore. Please just take any sub credit that I have,
aftei’R—B ends, and buy Julie a present with it or something.”™

{Dick): *R-3 will end someday, maybe. Just because you voted for the draw doesn't

2.

it's over(you still haven't grasped this concept). I will not keep a penny of your
sulY money. No, I will not give you the opportunity to call me a thief for not refunding
sudb money. I wouldn't put it past you. Thanks anyway."
(Cary)s “This 1s typical of why I can no longer be nice towards Dick. Besides the
endetta™{see pagebﬁs), he just shoves a cheap shot back. As much as I have criticized
olding pubbers in this hobby who do not refund money, do you really think after I
Joffer you my refund money for a gift for your wife, that I would turn arcund and call
you a thief? My @od, all you would have to do is produce my letter telling you to keep

1t or use it for Julle. As for R-3, T know that 2 of the 4 players are voting for the
draw and a 3rd one proposed it. 1 am reasonably certain that the bth one would vote for

it. God, I hope it's over. I'm getting real impatient to write my endgame statement.

1. (Gary): “EE #18 will be my viewpoint of how Ditter as ombudsman failed to glve me
a faAr hearing. I wrote extensively during the summer tc Rod Walker and Mark Berch and
I will be gquoting from their letters. In #19, they have their right of reply without me
putting in my comments. You can too 1f you want to since 1 am going to be giving out
the background of the R-3 situation in order to show how Ditter wronged me.”

2. (Dick): I got courtesy carbon coples of much of Berch and Walker's stuff. Don't
just quote their stuff, print it all, or you'll be giving your own blas, which is
consideratle. In particular, print the long P.S. by Walker on your btullyling hablts in
its entirety. I certainly found it to be true. "Ditter wronged you" by upholding an
omudsman's decision agalnst you. You certainly have an active imagination. Some
people have better things to do than waste time on reading all the Jjunk you spewed out
on R-3. Just because you spend 40 hours preparing your case and Ditter spends 1 reading
the stuff makes you right and him a criminal?"

3. (Gary): ™Of course I have considerahble blas---everyone does in this R-3 case which
is discussed in detall beginning on page!? . It still pisses the hell out of me that
your sloppy GMing screwed me out of a Turkish win or an Austro-Turkish draw. The reason
Ditter, Berch and Walker are getting an entire issue in #19 1s so that they can fully
and adequately present that side. I don't think I can be fairer than that. I am not '
about to use my issue, #18 to build their arguments for them; they are perfectly capable
of doing that on their own, in #19. Rod and I both wrote some letters in the heat of
our Leeder discussions. He can print in #19 whatever he wants. You can still present
your "side” too if you wish. But I will be correcting you point by point in view of
your Retaliation vendetta. Rod, Mark and Don will not be corrected, in #19. Whatever
they say will stand for the full five weeks until #20. Mark Berch will be 1n Spain
during October, so_he can have his comments_in #20 if he_1s unable to make #19.

— - o T o it i s s . i o S e e it e e ot

1. (Gary): "I won't cry when Italy takes me out in Cheesecake if he does. So far

you are the only one who &s crylng, in your press.”

2. (Dick): ™I really don't care. TItaly is keeping you alive as a favor to me, so 1
won't turn him down.”

3. (Gary): =Oh? Is this then the reascn that you threatened to sulcide out in Italy's
favor unless France and England joiln your Russia(total of 20 units) in dlsciplining
Garry Hamlin's lsoait Germany and my 2-unit Turkey for our "foollsh play”? You keep

((Cont
Hang in
There! If
you've read
this far,
you're
gonna
make it!!



"POOR RICHARD'S ALMANACK" “Continued from page &b .

1. (Gary): "You say, "It's hard to get game reports when you mail them to the wrong
address." I have wondered, three tlimes now, why you have never infoxmed me of your
address changes if you want the results as btadly as you claim. I am enclesing the coples
of notices that I sent your fellow game-players on your address changes on the dates of
August 18, 1981; May 11, 1982; and August 26, 1982, Randobph's [Randolph Smyth who is
Germany in "Swedish Roundabout” and lives in Alberta, Canada | were always sent special
delivery or he was notifted. by telephone. This was an extra empense to me since if you
had informed me, in time, on these three occassions, I could have included your COA .in
the me results insert.”™

2. Dick}: "I usually change address on short notice, and send out COAs with the zeen.
Andy does not get Retallation so I write him specially. He often gets my COAs flrst. I
usually inform the players of my COAs myself.” ’

3. {(Gary): *"Sorry, I might believe that one time, btut THREE times? No way Hosea! I
am left to read about your LOAs, once in Life of Monty and twice in Cheesecake. This
goes beyond mere colincidence. As I expect mny GlMs to keep me fully informed of any
player's COA, so I keep the players in my games that I Gl fully informed of COAs. But

1., (Gary): "On your quders for this season you say: “Request separation of seasons
since GM maliled game report to wrong address." I am denylng this for the following

reasonSi:, In our Cheesecake game, the deadline was Angust 18th, 1982, The deadline
this past season for “Swedish Roundabout™ was August 20th, 1982, You infommed Andy
because your COA was printed Iin Cheesecake. I was not so informed and my deadlline was
after Andy's.

b. None of the other players in "Swedish Roundabout"” have had any addresses to
change thls season sc you know what thelir addresses are. Furthermore, as stated above,
all of them were immediately informed of your own address change."

2. (Dick): "I owe you an apology, 1 thought I had announced my COA in the Retallation
I handed out at ORIGINS. I was mistaken, I'm sorxry."
3. {(Gary): "I wonder why you weren't sorry about your Retaliation vendetta against me

1. (Gary): "If you still want to end your sub, let me know. I will mail it to you,

if you so request, on September 25, 1982, the day after the deadline so you will have
abundant time to change your mind if you want to. But when your sudb ends, you can't
continue as Austria in "Swedlish Roundabout”. Virtually all GMs say that players must
maintain subs to the zine 1f they wish to play in it.”

2. (Dick): "I will not kill my sub if it means that I must drop 81 AM. I start games,
and follow them to the end. Just ask Jim Meinel. You won't get rid of me that easily.
Most GMs require subs because the game reportis are printed only in the zeen. Do you

know what your houserules are for?"

3. (Gary): ™"Yes, I know what houserules are for. They are there to assure the players
that they will treated falrly and under what rules which I have bound myself to ablde by.
It is a courtes8y that I give the EE players by malling theilr game results, complete with
maps, press and moves in advance of the gine. It is a courtesy that costs me time,
stamps and envelopes. The least, the very leasi, a player can do 1ls maintailn a sub to
ithe_zline when he is getting such a courtesy.”

- —— e - ————— A —— ——— e . o ——

1. (Gary): "My houserules on this, contained in Issue #2, which you received, state:
*2., To participate 1n a game, a player must maintain a sud to EUROCPA EXPRESS

and pay a game fee...3hould a player's sud expire, he will be replaced by a standby."

A sub has always been necessary to play in my zine nc matter whether the EE players
get the game by separate insert or not. And in case you think I am singling you out,
please check the game reports for "Windsor"™ and "“Apls"™ in the 17th, and latest issue of
EUROPA EXPRESS."™
2. (Dick): "A subdb to EE has always been required to play in your games, but it has
never been necessary. Except in your mind.”
3. (Gary): "Does any pubber reading thils agree with Dick? 1In any case, ny houserules
appeared in EE #2, the gams start announcements appeared in EE #3 and the games themselves
started in EE #4. You knew which rules you weuld be playing under before you ever started
Unlike_ you when you imposed DIAS on your games after they had bepgun, I have never added
any rules. I don't believe in using houserules to screw players or forcing new rules
on players that they didn't sign up for. I have ys been upfront.

({Continued on page 48 N



S e e o T . . — e T S0 W . TR M e o e = o . T ——————— —— o ————— —

"POOR RICHARD'S ALMANACK"™ Continued from page W7 .

1, Gary): "So let me know what you decide. Til then......

2. (Dick): "I've decided that the Jury is still ocut on you. It'll
be interesting to see what kind of fool you can make of yourself over

: the next few issues. Have fun, I will.®

y 3. (Gary): "Still having fun, Dick?! Your mistake was in pushing
Ry == mne just a little bit too far. As I said at the beginning of this
"expose™, 1 have overlooked a lot but your vendetta was it. I've mentioned that “vendetta"
so much that it’s time we finally looked at it. I will print it in its entirety, then
correct it point by point.

— i = —— At ——

. . i 2t = - ——— ————— ——— . ——

The following words were written by Dick Martin and appeared in Retaliation #53/54.
It was an attack out of the blue, completely unprovoked. Jcohn Carusoc called it a
"vendetta™. It made me decide that Dick needed to get what he had been asking for all
these months. See what you think of it and perhaps you can see why I am angry:

THE BITCH PAGE

»T can't recall being this disgusted with dipdom since the late Jack Masters left us.
It seems that a certain Memphis pubber is lacking in either integrity or intelligence.
I don*t know which, tut I am hoping it is merely intelligence. Noit since Robert Sacks
have I met anybody who thought his word was law like this. What is hard to stomach is
that his "friends™ encourage this behaviour of his because to do otherwise would incur
his wrath. And believe me, when he gets upset, he tries to drive folks out of dipdom.
First it was Don Ditter, then John Leeder., Who will be next? I hope it's not you,
becanse this guy will stoop to Just about any meams to get "even™ with anyone who was
foolish enough to do him "wrong". I know what 1it's like, because he has taken to printing
anonymous slander directed at me, while calling it "well-founded and not perscnal.”
Really now,. calding people a "drip™ is definitely a sober volicing of a complaint? Not
where I come from.

Now he is encouraging folks to write in lies about anyone they don't happen to care
for at the moment. And what's better, you don't even have to take responsibility for
your words. Boy, the fun you can have with that, eh? I'm really looking forward to
all the productive change this novel invention will Iring! Either that, or this pubber
will use his forum for anonymous character assassination directed at anyone he doesn't
care for. I expect that "The Bitch Page™ 1is merely a trial run as he finds out how far
he can go. Who knows, maybe we'll have the second all character assaesination zeen in
dipdom(the unlamented BLACK FROG was the first). I, for one, will be glad to see it go
away for good. Ii's a good thing I didn't mention this Memphis drunkard's name, or
he might expect me to glve him equal space. But since I didn*t, nobody really knows
who I'm talking about. Isn't anomymity a wonderful thing?"

((That was page 4. And on page =20 of that Retaliation, Dick Martin wrote:)):

*"There's been a big deal made about the Leeder poll lately, as if you hadn't
noticed. It's a month past the deadline, and we have no idea what the results are. That
nasty man Rod Walker tried to scoop everybody with the results, too. So what? I mean,
the poll is not golng to make or wreak anybody, except maybe Leeder's patience. Maybe
that®s because I don't measure my value in terms of other pecple’s opinions, that I don't
got upset about it. I didn®t care when I was #21 or so, I didn't care when I was #5,
and I don't really care where I end up this year. As far as I'm concerned, he can do
what he wants with it. Leeder's doing all the work. The Mouth of the South has started
a campaigx to destroy the poll if it®s not run to his liking. Being much more visible
than Leeder, he may be ahle to do it. If it's su¢h a big deal, why doesn't he do the
work, rather than sit around and complain abmt those who do? I mean, falr is fair—-
—-give us a chance to gripe for a change!"™

Before I answer these preposterous lies, I want to include the correspondénce that
Dickfly way with that Retaliation and after it.
Because I am slowly becoming aware of how unfair Dick can be, and in such a public
way, I am going to anticipate one of his lies just in case. Ordinarily I would never
reveal, outside the game, an omtudsman request. I will in this case and you will see
why.
Y With that copy of Retaliation came a letter from Dick Martin which said: "Flease
delay 81AM until we can find an ombudsman to rule on pogsible GM misconduct. Details
({(Continued on mage A )) -
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“POOR RICHARD'S ALMANACK® Continued from page L4q .

*w11]1 follow when I can get to a copy machine. How about Michalski? He did well the
first time. Take care, Dick :

PS. I won't get to a copy machine until I return home at the end of aamtiweek.

Since I had been treated so0 shabblly by Dick Martin in my R-3 game when I went for
an ombudsman, delays etc...(See page '3), I have bent over backward to be fair in my games
to all players. I have complete falth in Michalski, who ruled in the R-3 case. That
very day, even as I read the “vendetta™ in Retaliation, I delayed Swedish Roundabout and
informed all the players and Michalski. In the meantime, I received the Hobly Census
report from Dick where he saidi

“Here's your €¢ensus. I really am trylng to be reasanatile with you, you know."

I had to laugh at this, a bitter laugh. I had just seen how "reasonable” Dick
was trying to be with me with his “"vendetta™, Then came his September 16, 1982 letter
which you have already read on page W4+ . Then last came a postcard on Septeabem 17,
1982;

*I have decided that there are more important things in iife than winning arguments
and proving points. FPlease drop my request for the ombudsman at this point. I'm writing
all the players and informing them of my decislion. I don't even need a separation of
sSeasSons. )

*“I'm willing to call a truce on one occasion-Af you abolish the anonymous Bitch
Page, Simple as that.” Take care, Dick

Not word one about the "verdetta™ he had launched against me in the pages of
Retaliation. 3But he's willing to “call a truce.” That'’s a btit like the Japaneae wanting
to talk peace right after Pearl Harbor and not even mentioning Pearl Harbor. Jack
Masters sald something in Black Frog #52 which I am coming to agree with more and more.
Jack said: *“Dick Martin, whose logic always has escaped me..." That was on another
topic ut it certainly holds true here.

I am quite sure that the onbudsman regquest was elthexr El; A shabby attempt to “get
me back” for ever daring to ask for an omtudsman in R-3 or (2) A ruse to get "Swedish
Roundabout" delayed, when his separation request had already been denied. In any case,
his notice of dropping the omhudsman case came U days before the original deadline for
that game and there was no way that I could reach the players in time. So the game 18
still delayed. If Dick Martin has any possible reascon to charge me with “possible GM
misconduct™, he's got till October 29, 1982 to do so. John Michalskil is standing by.
In the meahtime, 1've asked Michalskl to let me know Af deception of the GM has occurred
becanse I do think this was a ruse. I know that I have done nothing wrong. M re on
ombudsmen, "Swedish Roundabout™ and EE policy on page & .

The reason 1 am mentioning Dick's request for an omtudsman is because his chmrges
of “possihle GM misconduct” are undocumented and now hi has dyopped his regmest. Funny,
if I thought there was “possible GM misconduct” in one of ay games, I would want to go"
to the bottom of it. Since Dick has dropped it, I am anticipating, in view of his
"vendetta™, a possllile smear campaign against my CMing. Remember you heard it here first.

Kow to anewer his ridiculous chargesa in his vendetta against me. I cannot imagine
anyone, outside of Boardman, raging on like A1 know that the size of this article
night seem excesslve compared to the barely one page attack that Dick laznched on me,
ut I feel that explanations and background information are very important.

To begin, I have never stated that my word was law, anytime, any place. 1 have
never tried to drive anyone out of the hobby. Ia that within anyone's power? Would
anyone want to use such power if they had 1t? I know I wouldn't,

Dick saysi™....he tries to drive folks out of dipdom. First it was Don Ditter,
then John Leeder.” As far as I know Don Ditter is =stlll the Boardman Number Custodian
and is still assigning nmumbers for games. As this issue shows, I do have difficulties
with Don Ditter over my R-3 case and I do think he did not give me a fair hearing and
I 414 say earlier in letters to Rod Walker and Mark Berch that I think he should glve
up his sole right to declare games irregular or resign as ENC. I have cooled off
remarkably since then. But at no time did I try to drive Don Ditter from the hobby.
And up to the time of the publishing of the Retallation "vendetta™, nothing appeared,

in print anywhere in this hobby where I tried to dril Don Ditter ocut of the hobby.
{(Contimued on page SO @
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*POOR HICHARD'S ALMANACK™ Continued frem page 48 .

I-challenge Dick Martin to provide such proof and show how I carried. out this plot!

Then he mentions John lLeeder. Here he strikes a position that is somewhat true,
at least in regard to the fact that Leeder is leaving the hobby. But I certainly cane-
-not claim credit for it. John Leeder sent me Runestons #361 (September 7, 1982) in
which he announced his imminent leaving of the hobby. John Leeder saild in #361:

"I have decided to phase myself out of Diplomacy publishing. The major reason is
that I have regained custody of my two older children.......Just for the record, this is
not a reaction to the recent controversies surrounding elther the Miller Numbers or the
Zine and GM Polls. I've weathered much greater controversies in the past; these are
haxdly enough to drive ms from the hobby.™

So, sven though I disagreed with the way the lLeeder Poll was handled this year, I
did vote in 1t and as I sald last issue and the issue before that, I am publishing the
resulis., But, I have not driven John Leeder from the hobby either.

Beyond ﬂm.t, John Leeder wrote me a personal note part of which saldy "As you can
see from the accompanying Runestone, I'm leaving the hobby. and looking for new homes
for all ny gamea. To my knowledge, you're the only North American GM running worldwide
games. Are You in the market for worldwids orphans?.....don't feel ohligated to take
‘any or all games--tut any you wanted to take would be a help.”

I told John Leeder that I would take two of these: games and run them separately
from EE a0 that the pjayers didn't have to bother about a sub fee, especially since
one livea in Atu Dhald! VWould John Leeder write me such a letter if I had driven him
from the hobby? I think not. Let's move on,

I have already apologized to Dick on page 43 for printing that he is a drip. In
view of his "vendetta™, I find it 1ronic that he gets all worked up over one word.
“Memphis drunkard™ is probably what Dick calls "definitely a sober voiclng of a
complaint?” Hmammm.

I have never encouraged anybody to write in "l1lies about anyone they don't happen to
care for at the moment.” If that were true, you could expect every pudber in this hodbby
to Jump all over me and I would deserve 1t. The Blich page is for gripes about what is
btothering any of you in the hobby. This has been explained each time the Bitch Page
has appeared and as 1 sald on page 3f, even I am not immune. And I do not print
personal attacks. Again, I am sorry that I printed "drip"---tut this cannot excuse or
condone the "vendetta™ that Dick Martin launched against me in Retaliation.

I don't do character assassination. Dick Martin has a penchant for that as this
article, in his own words, shows beyond a doubt. And if he thought that I would ignore
such a "vendetta™, he was sadly mistaken. If he wishes to construe this as "character
assassination”, well I've seen ample proof of how he can portray himself as a martyr
and a wictim despite what he dishes out to others.

“Memphis drunkard™ I have already discussed and "equal space™ within the next
Retaliation, I will discuss later in thlis article.

I, as "Mouth of the South", never®started any campaign to destroy the [Leeder]
poll if 11:'5 not run to"™ my "liking.” I simply sald that I would g it anymore nor
would I publish the rmlts unless the resulis were open to all zines on a equal basls
as the case has been up to this year. I 414 not urge anyone to boycott the poll. I
voted in the poll myself. I am printing the results in EE when they come ocut also.

In fact, the only one that I know of who puhblicly stated that she intended to
boycott the Leeder Poll was Kathy Byrne. She changed her mind. I wonder if Dick intemds
to launch a “vendetta” against Kathy? Or did he launch a "vendetta” against me just
becaunse he wanted to? None of his points ! - B
have made any sense to me so far so why
should this be any different?

W¥hat really grabbed my eye was Dick®s
statements on his not caring where he placed
in the Leeder Poll. Let's look at his enct
words again: He sald:

“I d1dn*t care when I was #21 or so,

I 434n°t care when I was #5, and I don't
really care where I end up this year."

That is a lie, at least it was last
year when Dick Martin and his co~puthlisher,
Julle Glass cared very much where

aced.

pl o _
((Continued on page S| )) “Remember, we're all in this thing rogether.”




i "POOR RICHARD®S ALMANACK™ ™~ Continued from page 6 .

I ‘ To find out how #very much Dick Martin and Julie Glass, the "co-publishers of »
Retaliation”, cared about placing in last year's Leeder Poll, we must turn to John Leeder'®s
§ Runestone 332?, page 2. Bear 1n mind, that each issue of Retallation had a different

name for each issue like "But John, It's Supposed To Be!", "No Cute Name This Time", etc.
John Leeder wrote in that August 17, 1981 issue of Runestone #327: '

“I'm informed that Retaliatlon has been published under a variety of names, I don't
know them, as I don't get the zine. The co-publishers of Retalilation both gave "10%
ratings to a number of zines which no one else rated. (They also gave 10" ratings to
Retaliation and to themselves as GMs). So I have assumed that all of the following are
alternate titles for Retaliation. (If I'm wrong, please let me know; tut I don't think
it will make a great deal of difference anyway, as none of them have enough mentions to
make the main 1ist). They are: "But John, It's Supposed To Bel!™, "No Cute Name This
- Time" ,“OK, You Win!","Obituary", "Banzal For Bonzo!", "Draws Include All Survivors",

; "A GM's Work Is Never Donel", "Prisoner of the Toad", “Special Issues R-3 Press",

+ "Cardy Land", "Your Mileage May Vary", “Up With Elsie" and "Grab Dots". If I'm wrong

; on any of these, let me know and 1I°'1ll pick up the pleces."

i\ So Dick didn't care about how he placed in the Leeder Poll. Bull! And he apparently
doesn't care about his reputation very much either if he goes off on "vendettas” like

this one in the last Retaliation. :

However, I do care about my reputation very much. And I'm not about to let someone
like Dick Martin wlih some kind of axe to grind ruin it with lies and expect to get away
with it.

This 1s an open letter to Dick Martin: I expect you to retract the lies you told SE

t

about me in Retaliation #53/54 . I am not asking for an apology; I want the truth prin

and I want it printed in the next Retaliation or by January 8, 1983 whichever comes

! first. (If this EE crosses Retaliation in the mail this time, then I want the truth

: printed in the Retaliation after that or by January 8, 1983). I am listing Jarnuary 8,

1983, a Saturday because that i1s approximately 3 months from the date you will receive

this EE #18. I figure even you can get roused enough within three months to put out

a Retaliation by then.

; I expect you to be specific and quite clear when you admit that you lled to your

: readers about me. And I expect the true facts to appear in Retallation. Belilieve ke,

that is the very least you can do. And if you don®t do it, I willl do it for you.

And believe me, it will be much better coming from you than from me. The cholce is

yours, —
And a note to anyone else reading thls artiele, If Dick leaves me alone, I will

leave him alone. After his "vendetta™, I have no confidence in the man and no desire

3 to have any relationship with the man, either inside or outside of the hobby. I will

GM "Sweddish Roundabout” as fairly and as impartially for him as I would for any other

Player in that game. I am not out to "get” Dick Martin but I will no e lying go on

or go unanswered. I do not want this feud to spread and if Dick Martin simply prints

the truth, that will be the end of the matter. But, again, that is up to Dick Martin.

?ch§ §§§5855§886886856886886°358 % §88§5685688558585858588588868¢8°

ture guesses continued from page 24

"..Geo{f thallinger. Don‘'t know why."

c-G Spg£§(Finland)s "It is clear that the pallid fatso in EE 16 has a, nay, many problems.

He tries to hide his face with long hair and window-glass spectacles. Look at his shirt

around the .armpits and the collar which cannot be buttoned anymore. This shirt is quite

. too amall, which causes short breath, giddiness and ringing in the ears. Not shown on

1t the pic are his underpants. Probably they are also too =mall, which is the real cause

! of hls problems, you know, uh, uncut mustard and infertility. Whom do we know with

- these symptoms? Well, Kerry Blant wrote in EE 16 that "Karen has been complaining that

i I haven't been dealing out...lately" So poor Kerry it is. Heed my advice before it is

3 too late. Change to XXL ts and you will soon regain your former cutstanding properties.”

) Kathy Byrne(New York, USAg?n"I know the guy in the picture--obviously he's not from the

] US--as he has a wierd tie on. So I'll go with a MidWesterner{that's part of Canada).

; He looks like Jim Williams--I could tell--~his taste in jokes matches his taste in ties——-

--GROSS! I know it's not my honey Olsen as he has class. The jerk with the tie would

probably stab my honey or me--I bet he even reads Diplomacy Digest(Yuck, what a thought)."

Steve Langley(California, USA): "The rerson in the pilcture looks LIG. He looks as if he

were of Mediterrean heritage. That self-satisfied look on his face would deter me from

allying with him and his size and heritage would keep me from stabbing him. The tie is *
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GARY L. COUGHLAN

464k Nartha Cole Lane
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ez were 21 who went %o Vichitalon
at Bob Olsen's. My report will be in
the next IB.)
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