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IVEHADTHISYSSUEINTHEWO RKEFORLITERALL YHONTHSNOWANDPINALL YT GETT0 FYPETTALLUP

EQGGNOG #54 1s a produet of the Crossxoads Press Internationzl, 11416 Park-
“view bane, -Halog Sowmmres Wi-53139 UsS:4.  The Bditor ls Kenrad Beuneister.
EGGNOG normally appeers overy four weeks and sedls at the raie of 10/$3.50,
just 28 it always has. There will never szaln e any game openings,
articles are "paid® for via subscription extensions. This is a speclal ig-
suag, pubiighed off of the normal schedule so as o let everybody Lnow of
the status of my Diplomacy hobby involvement. Thig is EGGNDC Enterprises

Productioa #27. Fhankysw...

EVERYSOGFEENIFINB&YSELFAT&LQSSFORWGRBSBUTTHISiSDEFINITELYNOTGNEOFTHDSETIM@S

PHE (VERSTUFFED RECLINER
(THE BDITOR'S COLUMN)

This, az the sbove clearly states
in bius and grean, is the coluan
of thig dditor. It is the least
imporitant featurs, which is why it
ig tha best-wmritien.

USICAL COLIENTARY

Xink Crimson vas the most inprese-
ive narriage of intaiiiganca and
musical adventure to se oup of

T ahe Part-rock® pericd of 1967-FE.

Net only was it the quimbessentlal
British exporinental band, but Kiag
Crinson aloo ssyved as g ivaining
grougid Tor some of the finest rock
nuigeliane to cona out of the Unit-

" 8d Kingdon during that pariod. Page.
ging through the King®s court at
one tinme or another were such naine
gtays ag Grog Lake {(of Bmerson, lale
& Palmey, later Lake), Ian lielonald
and Like Gites (fho fowmmed Melonald
& Gilews latezr Melonald becone &
nenber of Perelgnar), oz Burrell
(Bad Company},; el Sollims (Kokono)
BiLi Bruferd {Tes)., and Jhhn Wedion
{o2 Pamily). ’

Crimenn wan largely the realliza-
tlon of the drzan of gultzy genlvs
Rodart Fripp., =n areatie zoek losele

lget whe couid slide from rook-
oriented tuned to classlcally-
Ingpired numvers with the wink of
a bespectacled eye. Fripp had
ggﬁun hig career in 1967 as one

hird of tha short-iived pop troups
Giles, Gilesz & Pripp, which fegt-
ured Robasrd along with brothars
Mike sand Peter Gilew. The band's
racording acreer was disustrous ‘
gnd Petar left show business aitoe
2athel.

Fripp and the other Giles, how-

- ewEEy - Want on Vo ferm King Crlmeson.

By January of1969, ths five meme
bers wers busy rehearsing. Iy the
time Crimson piaved the Spsakeasy
in lenden (in dpell), word hnd
spaad that this band was the next
undargasund hit. In July, the wili-
honegd King devagbated a crowd of
gver Lifvy thousand ob the Holling
Stones® Hyds Pork frwedle. UWith
the smbsequent relsuze of $hair
Firat L7, In The Court Of The Crim-
gon King, the gourp fiimly setsab-
ilehed thernselives as being ong of
the big neweomers oF 1969 {with
Yew, Led Zeppelin, efc). .

Thelr sound vas sabitious, sterk,
lyrlesily wsunerising, and poversul.
Am the band’s fellowing mushirooned,
the consiant voshuffling ofmandars
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z@en albun ves BGG lﬂ}zh gane, and I mean 'i,mau 135
:a; m.h,.s » and thy ool of . eralily, a8 there wilil 5 FVRLY arain
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Ly 8 yeexs E .‘;L v returmed with %‘:Ef‘&im.ﬂﬂ plans bo publi igh Mx A3
i p;aﬂz:*vr::ag i g Cx wlmacn that Hobly Handbook u@fﬂﬂmwmv %fs, '
az sieelily, %o be the stoonge ﬂmm at present .hm:’u::mg Tfow
r;:ié, w0 daots. ExeYegsan Bi11 eddtor willing and g wmlified
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ECREPS PART T help either; = pity about that,
4 _ a3 it wag a fine magazine.

i ”nqiﬁﬁ$ {Italdvi:s I really Well, I guess that’s about 2il
de ot have all that much to say I have to =ay on the subjedt. I
about ﬁi:‘f”’u Lt started out alil will leave the Shorough game an-

gusssgy 2t least, 1t seenm~ alysls to the expesets (I'm sure
cesting, for ny flrst exper- Uli considers himself one}. It
with Jiplonacy by mail. I was interesting, maybe 1711 ds it
Y say, thouzh. that 1 was rath~ azain sometime {(when I'm a 1ittle
e diseppointed in Conrad Struck- nwre gettled) and just possibly
may and John lachir. I do not know . I'1l face some of you fallows &~
Juet what was Lehind all the accu- gain. Until msch time -- happy
sations golng drﬂund, but these two wheellna and dealing.

sgem to have taken the whole game
too $arlausiy: vet they pimye@ their
regpecitive couniyies rather poorly,

Thig one came in just after praes
tine for lagt igsus. Thanks to

in wy nopinion., I can onrly thanks Tom for providing it.
511l Osmanson and Bon Keily for play' T e e w m m e m m e m m e w
ing a moxe or less hopeless Turkish . -
psgitim Tor ag long as each one dsd% LETTER COLUMN
althouzh by doing sc, they certalin-~ From John Mih-HOLL-gki (7~26)%
iy made things harder for ne. Iwas I wag flattered that you chose my
undarstandably not heppy when Cliff Brutug Bulletin as a sample case
Pann handed over the remainder of for your blLast at letter persons
the hopelesgs Hngllsh pesitoin to : wallied to gtandby have the option
¥rancs, hut I can accspt hisg reascns. of acceptj_ﬁ'gc or passing on the call
Derrell Houston handled the Auge without being listed as player of
teian pQuLleM 23 well as could be record if they deciine. ((Weil. I
ER?:ﬁde for the first few moven, gim- couldn®t ftake anybody elge’s BB,
zri hig situation., Hamd it not been sn I had to take yours. ) in many
for ths %%@l‘iﬁ?g of Nwﬁﬁ‘a, the 3“%1"'}! of regoscts your Qritiﬁis;’ls don't
the new Turkish player might have givm really spply te the BB in reality.
en the Ausirian causs a Tlghting chance. but T am willing %o defend the othe-
The draw vote wasg necesssry in ‘i}h& erside in the » gengral cass” any-
end., Boh cams very close to breaking how, as I'm suve thatis what you
through my lines in the south, and meant to attack. ((In the immor~
had he done 80, a German-French %pl;t ta) words of Erie Clapiton, "Right
wight have been achlsved: or perhaps you 8rs.%)) The reasunsiihat cone
Ully rﬁﬁ@u””“f“i 28 ne seemns GO be, to mind that night ’exempi® BE at
ceudd have worksd a deal. Ag it WA, ieazgt in pms-g; are that the ocurp-
though, no one could weally afford ent gawmes ave the last in which
to betraey the one ally he had., and I will sver use standbyzy 1 asrse
neither conlition was likely to gex with Ja&ﬁy Jmﬁgw that the cames
mueh fertherp at least, that's the are much falirer and %mf?@ywall S
way 1t seemsd to me. ULl was a pretb- round without them as & matvier of
ty good ally, althovgh I have my doubts poliey. ({Bver the joker! You
ragarding his intent fons &t times. I are Jjoking, right?)) Next, m;
would also lilke te thank Phil snd Bob gemes ave fo3t games, belnz 1k,
{sspecially 2ol Ffor what I think was i0 and now and ;h@ﬁw‘§ day d@md”
a well-played gane. I know my commun- Lines. ({Really only &, givan
cationg fell dewn in the later Stag- Sundaye not havine any mall dellive
8 of the gen I spologize for sy, This is rwraay@ﬁﬁzgh time
at, 1% W happen o almost o receive adjudliestions {3 dayve

SV VOIS . Hhers gaﬂ& wasn't thes baolk
2 It o be i mem,% The himt- -

£l dedt gidan
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3 days makes 7 daye pipimum out of
a 6 doy deadline. Ancthey nmus Ffor
such a game 1s "noa-negoiistion Dip-
lomacy.”)) Thesa fasgter paced gamewm
keep the intersst up much more than
the simple halving (or mews) of the
tern betwesn deadlines, usg the few
number of drops higtorically in the
pages of BB amply iilustrate. ((If
you want t¢ turn this into a melfl-~
mnade plug, why not tell me so? I run
gamss on 28 day deadlines, and my
record of drops is Jjust as low as
vrofteEsiongl standbye &
nziling list, with no more positicns
coming open, I doubt that they wiil
gpend %he considerable amonsy to walt
and watch, :

But, on the the matter of policy
in the gereral casa. It seems 1o mz
that to force your. standby players
Yo take any dog of a position is to
geriously misuse the servicesg that
they favpr you with., And siabding by
IS certainly a favor %Yo the Gil, for
it sure is no blg joy to the recip-
ignt in nost cases, asanyons who has
ever stood by knows. ((J used %o he
one of thepeople you ezll "profes-
slonal stahdys, and embared scores
of games asg suech, with the vast maj=-
ority of positons certain losses. If
I wouldn*t have had fun I wouldn't
have done it in the first plzce. To
play out a standby pesition can be
potentially very satisfyings Anoth-
gr succssiful player whe knowns well
the joys ¢f“hopeless” shandby posit-
ions is Eric Verheiden.)) 0%, so Jos
Blow standbys, gets called for a 3 ar
4 genier power (your 6 is genermus;
I1*g feel lucky to draw a 4 as 3 sfand-
by), tries to pick up the pleces,
agiugs it out, but sventually gets
blwon away. Good try. The oaly troub-
le l1s, this iz putting ALL the work
and ALL the »uwrden and ALL the onus
of fallure on the GGOD guy., &he stand-
vy. If he can turn it around. he da-~
gerves a LOT of credit. If (usuvally
"when®) he faile, the discredit for
a wipesout properly belongs on the wosk
personelity that dropped the spot with
the first 111 wind to bvegln with,
((Gihat Jogn i saying is, of nourgaey

..~A,§_ s - St « R
g not on ny

-

ridicuicus, and dlsplays toial ig-
norance of rating lists, and hew
eradls ig given in suceaed/faiiure
mggegbfar stagdgy pla{er§i gﬁ?x
siandby cannot iose; he G y
cannothurt himaelf by taking on a
losing positon. Yes, all the work
of resurrecting the peaition goes
to the standby...every single per-
son whe ever volunteered the ser-~
vica knows that, and is willing to
do the worky 1f he dida't want %o
work on the position, he wouldn't
Junteer, obviously. Yes, he . ..

g6%8 zlt the burden as well...bat

doesn’?t that £it under "work,®
John? Neo, he decidedly goes not
get any of the "onus of Pgilurs®.
Rating lists do not penalize stadby
players who 4o poorly on the whole;
they do reward them for doing well.
If the positlion doas poorly, then
the originzl) player is glwavs rai-
ed feor it, and the discrddit goes
to him. Not to the standdby. It
never dids I have ne idea vhy you
thought that it ever did. So, a
standby cannot lose even if wiped
off the board right afiter takinz ths
posltion: more often he is credit-
ed for irying, and respecied, even
if he fails.)) Next, it makes Lt
Aarder Ffor the players who zre
doing thelr part to rid the board
of the abandoned land, a2 a live

 player will botch the whole gune
o gtatusy . ((Huh?  To what ‘does thisg

statenent refar? Hope statur would
be paxrfect if we sluply signes up

7 CD positions in 3031, sccording

to this atatement.)) Thiz CAN b
a goed thing, but not more oftesn
than not, I think. Mainily., when

7 people =ign up for a game. thay
arsz taklng their chances snd msk-
ing thelir omn chelges. If you ai-
1y with 2 dumzy who pouts and runa
away at a bad turn of evants, you
desgiva the trotbles of 8 sudden-
iy CD ally you choes €6 worl wiith.
{{0X, if you want %o change the
subject, go ahsad, but &t lesnat
sfert a new paragTaph. Whet aboul
a perfect ally whe hes to go to

?%& hoppltal for o Pew monihs snd
therefore has to #mp

£ game?
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s onoa Long telp,
e game? Nﬂu G-
besavse ga 8 G
i 3 think
iF h@*a #3¢} ﬁe fmr ﬁidw of
. that's the breaks: they
appaxmmna%ieg/crnub e of
a frae feazt oxr vanlshed supporiing
payiner instead of you. The luck of
sae drav might have put our pauting
Friend on your side, but didn®t.  {({Ob-
yvigugly. it's naver happened to you,
John, ox you'd think otherwise,)) If
you Zorce a glendby to hecome player
a« waaged, wou ZNCOURAGE the gutiess
and shalliow o drop vositions as “aaw
as the wind turns cold. {(Why? The
original player gets mated Por his per~
farmance, &nd the replacemsnt aimnly
gets raied and sreditad i he did mell,
net if he fails. We've gene over this
bafore, havan®lt We...)) ifynu ist a
standby dhoose whethsr to £ilil in or
new, ha person who drmppe& g dog
gpot as nos worth a dime card o re-
sign fron gets nalled with ths onua
af “dyn ¥0 Ciy, owk PO7*, This is
the way it whaul be, and on its swun .
iz the strongest argument for allowing
this policy. A4s For the professional
ghandby waiting fvr a sure win {o drop
into his lap, hell, let him sit back
and subseribe and walt for That 17
canter apot yvou bandy about to gone
to him. T sugpect he may well sse
more than one ‘zine come and go be-
fore he ever gate i%! "Great polceld y
ign't 167" You batl (aﬁﬂﬁﬁﬁglgg gur
wing have been siven zway frequent xd
in the past. The r@carﬁs aye £illed
with 13«15 center drops, he slieve 4t
or not. I once tosk dwer a 15 cen-
ter position, and of sourse won imu
medizntely thersafser. In Graustas
a month or two ago, David Joy dwnijﬁ
2 16 center England, with a sufie win
Por the standby. There is a fasoue
gans played under the *963 majafliy
of untts ruls where 2ll the player
had to d0 was sand in his wild to
win the zeme., and dronped. 30, Joho,

it does nappen. Too ofiten, in Jaet.
ethinks 1¢7a wine o get Maxk E@ﬁﬁh

in on This one. e dd i

RATHER IUPORTANT CHANGE OF ADDREESS

«ssad avants in geoneral, ¥ might
add (I misght alsv not add}. Af-
ter Augusgt 23rd, I will be toltale
1y incomuuniczdo, and nobody is
going %o hear from me at all, in
all provability. vWrite me a2t my
home address, budt don't expect an
answer righ% BUay,; in any csse.

1930, and onwards,
I wi%g be 1 Fv%ag at the following
addrsss, and make surs ‘that you
hava it written down clearly:
torrad Daumelster

P U. Box 2231

Room 122, New South Hall

Gaorgetown University

Washington, D.C. 20057

Got 462 I°)11 be there untii De-
cenber 231d, 1980, and will be at
my home addvess (Hales Uornars)
for & few days after that. For
mogt of the time betwesen Z273rd De-
sember and 13 January we will be
vug of the coudbtry, bdut if you
wvant to write, send it to Wisconw
zin. After January 13, I will be
back in Washingbon for several
moniths,

New. Orders for Games should be
sant to Halég Corners ii they ave
axpected to ba there bhefore 30th
Augngt, or to Washingbon it they
will arrive aféer Septmeber 1, 1980,
Soms people, of coursa, will ignore
this advice, snd ULL will ond wp
forwarding some srders srovund desde
Line Lim@a The next BEOGN0G desde
ling iz Jeptenbaer 10, 1980 for
those that forgot amr@*dy@g{ i
will adde*&am@ then in D.C. and
will ze$% out EGONOG #35 ag goon ag
I ean afie% the deadlins. ULi will
G the varianmt ganes foyr PLLITICIAN
but I will dyre the stuly up heve.
I+% 3 a)ll werxy simple, 1% jJust
gounds complicaiad...teush ne,

Su don't loss that addrase,. UL
wiil not be s ﬁﬁ&ﬂg eveﬂv @ﬁe
o
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IS BEEN A DBECADE
onrad*s Laat Stand

Well, actually it's only been
@ and a half years of involvement
in the pogtal Diplomacy hobby, in
one capacity or another, but I
thouzht the abovs sounded better.
For several reasons, it new appears
that the Crossroads Press Interns-
tional will (have to) shut down not -
long after I celebrate (7] that dec-
_ade of involvement in Dscembsr 1980.
v PBasieally what 16" 1Ta 4o 2h® T'm
partially tirved of/bored by sick
of the Diplomacy hobby. In any
case, I can’t and won't keep it wp
nuch longsr. A short history of ny
involvement, necessarily much abb-
reviated, is in order I suppose:

I bought ny first Diplomacy st
(I now have threa) in late 1970.
At that tine it cost me 351 postaze
wag a faw pennies, and °zimms cost
a dime or, for the really expensive
ones, 15¢ apiecs. (Now Diplomacy
sets cost around $i5 + $1.50 pastaze;
stanps will cost 20¢ each in Januarys
and *zines coat anywhere from 30¢ to
80¢ (nc lonzer uncommon, alas) with
Diplomacy Jorld coming arcund $1.50
a shot. Ye Ghods! Inflation has
scmething to do with ny withdrawal
tool) I read some ‘zines which a
friend of nine was getting for may-
.be a year, and then.l started sub-
Cseribing to s few *zinez myself. (It
wag late in 1971 that the first few
EGGNOG issues came out...but see LBG-
NOG A3 for the full story on theti.)
Jhen I got into the hobdy for nyszelf
adnittedly in a small way, 1 was hav-
ing a great timg, I felt very young,
inexperisnced and inconsequential,
but as it turned out nobody really
cared, I regularly corresponded with
publishers under whém I wasn®*t aven
plafing or writing articles for or
anythings Jjust out of Ffriendship and
for the fun of 1%, The hobby was
then still fairly young, and people
waere very excited about what they
were doing. I thought to nyself that
if/vhen I°d bscome a publisher I°d
want to be jJust Tike them.

Thiz excitement was most evwi-
dent in the *zines produced at
the time. The *zines put ocut in
the years 1969-°72 (and soms of
1973, depending on ‘the pubiisher;
things became more variable, qusl-
ity as a whole went down, and this
trasd has naver eeversed iiself
since...in fact, it has scceler-
ated ite fall) have yet to be sur-
pasged in guality. There is not
one singla ‘zine bsing put out
today that would not look absolut~

el phtiftal when compared to the:

average *azine published in 1972
~= not gne! This i3 one reasons
why I can occaslonally be a pale
in the ass when I critique someone
else*s *gine. He may say that his
is one of the best coming out these
days, 8o why am I complaining?
Well, he may be right, eand the ave-
rage reader might be very impres-
sed dby his produet. Howaver, ¥
an always of the opinion that these
things can be done betier -~ simpe
ly bemauee they alresady have been
done bettar...much better in faet.
CAnyway, I decided in late 9L
or very early *75 (I can*t pin a
date down anymora because I don't
sxactly remgmber...gad, it seems
liks so long age!) that I knew e-
nough about the geme to play a faw

standby slete. I leoved then, asven

if 1 didn*t do spectadularly in

all of them. ITn 1976 I think it

was, 1 signed up for ny Pivst gane
as astarting player, having herge
tofore enly played standby posi-
tlons. In my firet few yeurs of
playing I made loads of frisnds:
plus I still knew a %on of pevple
from the days hefore I plsyed soe
tvely., 1 was having ® bimst. It
reaily is fun to feel like you
know everybody who's anybody., even’
%h@ugh I &idn® Toeo

{A few words in genersl uboul
these peotples the vast majority
of Diplomacy players before 1970
canme in frem sclence-Fiction fan-
dom, They thriveden comnmunication.
press writing, and just snjoying
thenselves in gensral, outside of
Zbe zame. Up uadil 1976 or moybe
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LEEE . nunny oeople atlll thoughd
that way, val the warganers had en-
tared the filed. HNow., in 1980 and
alment "Bi. the Vargsners vastly
oulnunbar ony obher kind of Liplom-
zey fonatic in the hodby, and the
bbby le the worse for i%. Wargane
srg are generally used 4o playing
haregpld gomes, lost plnes are for
only Iwo players, s6 no ngentiations
are eveyr nagded or ewen desirable.

Prems and comnunications are a waste |

£ %ims. The only fun the average
Wargamer gets from a game of Diplom~
acy is Just that...plasying ths dan-
ngd gZarg. There are exueptions,

ut thisg ies the rule. I abhor 1,

because it is this type of playew ‘

who now rvulzs the hobby. Thig neyw
row-ninded attitude held by the maj-
ority of the hobby is one najor reas-
ort behind ny leaving it.)

ir any cosse, the hobby wag chang-
ing £airly quickly. In quick sue-
geggion, several fridds that I had
nade betwesn 71 And *73 droppsd out
of the hobby. {(This wag mid 1976.)

I was rather disillugioned «- 103~
ing fraeinds that close hurt a great
daal. 1% chanzged my view of the Dip-
lomacy hobby to some extent. In aay
aage, 1% was nevsy o be the same
for me again,

But life goes on. I guess that &
aan 398 thalt I°ve baen a falvly suge
ceggfiul Diplonacy players I've got
several wins and a handiiul of draws
tucksd away, and I"ve managad Lo 4o
fairly well with svery counitry (even
with Itelys it°s rnot hali-bad, as
Jlilke Rocanmors might say) besides
Avgtria, which ig e countey I simp-
1y am incapable of playing compatante
1y. FEveniually, in 1978, I decided
Yo revive LEGGNOG Enterprises, which
put out those threse issusy in late
1971 which I mentioned eardliesyw. I
guieckly found out that I enjoyed
publishing fer more than I did play-~
ing. Perhaps 7 and & hall years of
Faniliarity &ith the gane Jjust bee
gan to grote on MY nerves, but whate
svar the reason, 1 Just wasn'y pub-
ting anyihing inbo the zames anynote.
I consentreied, thus, on publlishing
ny varlous "zinee {always have been

" , #y
Ay be that alvw

a lonzg-winded s.0.b.) aad lat my
cansg dwindlé. I'm #6111 playing
in § or 9 games and &s a favoxr ©o
Doug Bpyerlein took on one more
gtandby position. (My poslitions
went o hell, too; after Lee Kend-
ter Sr giabbed ne in LDKS zame
1978HA, I had not ons really prom«
iging pogition lef¢. Sniffia...)
Bat ¥ didn*t care; hell, I was
publishirngz now, and pleying was
of secondary im:ortance., When I
gtayted publishing I wag &till
feirly young...basides which, I*ve
alwaye been sort of paranoid age-
wige, however unfounded 1t was ten
years ago...parvadoxically, now
that I['n ten years oldsr cheap shot
artists -~ they kuow who they are
-~ gannot resigt pointing out that
I’m not a9 0ld 28 they ave. I°'ve
alweys been on the backs of people
who started pubbing while they've
ag younz ag that, and I°ve always
turned out to be right about them,

too. Every one of then folded
quickiy. The most recent axample

is Johnny Kelley, of the Iasholder.
liogt penle that yeung are just oo
lomature €0 take on that kind of
ragponsibility and work for long,
pura and simple, and I°1ll alwsys
sey that until provern otherwigae.
Whan I ptaxrted I wondeved if I was
mature anough ¢ 4o it.,.frankly,
i doubted it. But I said I'd give
it o shot and A¥racle of mirscles,
it worked oub. Owver the yaounos,

I think I've done 2 pretiv good
job as & publisher conslidering

ny zmzer it could have 2ll been
vory different. I remesmber well
angiher youngz publishser who was
alego pretty prolific, Mark Welid-
nark., Ak well...

Why did I atext? Well, I thoughi
Id enjoy doing it. I had beon
ganesmaritering for over o yaar
before I starvted pubklishing, and
nwd proven that I «ould do thot
fadrly well. Anybody who €ells
you that he atarted a "zine hew
cruss ne wanited to provides w vlace
for others is play in
yosu pudlehii, HNobhsdgy
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they want recognition or an ego
boost or to play Ghod or whabever
-e with me it was a comhination,

and 1ike I sald it might be fun,

I$ also pwoved to be a lot of work,
but support from the field (paradpze-
fcally, more from the gubbers than
fror other pubbers -~ there is 2 new
thing in the hobby, a2 scrt of compet-
ition amongz publishers -~- some more
so than others -- whers sone people.
apparently try te get in as many
cheap shots as they can without get-

waan®t tha case ten years agoy Jokn
Michalski and some others ave ex-
perts in this field) from the read-
ers helped me along., Thanks go out
to them.

Now for pet pesave alring. It ssenme
like a lot of people out thers think
that thsy own your ‘zine; you Jjust
do the work on i¢, 1t's really theirs.
You wouldn®t belleve it, but people
say things openly like "It*s ths
subberst *'zine, and they have the
say over what goes ilatc i%,° or “A
game belongs 't0 the players, not tha
Gamssmaster,” or other egually idiot-
ie nonsense. Bull! People have 0-
casienally demanded that I print some-
thing, or deuanded that I do something
elge for them., Screw you gentlemsn,
but I am of the conviction thas,
since I do 101% of the work thai

goes into EGGNOG and the other 'zines,

“and always have, I have firat and
Tinal say over what goas inte 1%, how
it looks, everything., No way wili I
believe that balderdash abowe! Firvat,
pf all, EGGNCC Enterprizes and the
Crossroads Fréss International have
always been my personal properiy.

and I can do with i¢ pregéisely what

I want to. The subscribers don't have
a thing %o say abeut 1%, not a thing.
I put out whateber I like, whenever
I like, and that®s the end of it. It
ig a nkce move an gy pavrt %o find oul
what vou wsnt to receive in BGONOG: I
don®*% have tov do that. If pdeple like
what I put ocut, then they ars guite
welcomns B0 trade or subsoribes, IF
they don®% like i%, then they don'%t
hawe e oged 1. So Par It ssema ik

A A8
P s o 0 e o
many oeople dv Like 1%, so T'm &l nhe

d

]

happier for it. It nzkes me glad
to know that you like what you gets
but thers will always be soms who
like 1% and there will always be
some who donfi: you can't pleass
all the people all the time.

Second, I don’t do gn§§g%gg when
it is demanded of me. might

congider it if I were politely
asked or something likethat, but
once a skbber startes thinking that
he’s the boss, he‘ll find out that
he'e - This has happened only

, imes, but that kind of Jn-
gubsrdination vreally tlcka ne off,

I waintain what amoudrte tv dicta-
torial control overthe Crosarcads
Pross International...long time
subbers know that I'm generally

a genercug znd densvolent dicta-
tor (yuk yuk!),but that doens't
change anything. I have always
operated at a los; 2t least I should
e able to have a say over what I
lose money oOne.

A corollary to the above: Bob
Osueh renarked in arecent YOD (and
Im sure that there are others of
his opinieon): “Pubbers do not own
the hobby =~ thelr word ig not
goespel -~ they have a tendeney to
be pompous baboensg, arrogant base
tards, aete." (He then continusd
%o attack publishers for the resth
of ‘the paze.) No, pubbers don'st
ovn <he hobbys on the other hand,
neithey do the players. The fact’
18 that pubbers do 99% of the work
10 be dome in the hubby; they are
entitled to et least usiag sheir
forums fo volce their own opinions.
They pay for that right, througn
the work and loss of money genarsie
1y involved in publishing., If he
doesn®t like what he reads, he can
cut hi_g subseription %o thaet *2ine.
Without publizhers and thelir work,
where would the players ba? In
any cass. a pubberts *z2ine is his
personal pessession, and he has the
firal say on everything, Pesryihing
Not all pubbers ewgreise thsui
right -~ I haven’s alwaye «- bud
they could , iF they so wighed.
LGENOG* gold elvewlztion of 190
vestifies to the fuet thai the
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poe player degan®™t think he's
zerawsd by thig voliey. If pegile
thouzht that 1% was that horrible,
Shay wouldn®¥ have subseribdd. I
don®$ thiok theid nany people whold
gay toat I've been unfalr to them.
In amy case, at this polmt in tiae
(i.e. ngw) I'm becoming rathef bored
with publishing and have to get oub
of tha hobby for a wvariasty of reng-
gﬁg'ﬁ t

1} The prodlem of the high ait-
riation rate of Tthis hobby, mention-
24 garleir, had a great deal to do
with It. Every single pgrson that
I knew well in the hobby before 1995
iz gons. DBob Hortwig was the last
e gn, Jjust over a yesr sgo. Desg-
pi%e my beiag younger than most in
thieg hobby, I Pesl likse sn old man
sometimaes. Hardly anyons has bean
in this hobby for this long. Since
the mid -70s I didn't want to know
anybody really well for Fear of gode
ting burned., Whon the hobdy wasg 2
lot smaller, and I was & kid, I knew
20-30 pzpples well encough in call tham
real friendsg, Now I can say that
for only a fev people...most of whon
Ivws kacwn for years, and mwst of
vhich are esast-¢oagbers; and the
hobby has grown exponentially in
the neantime. Other people can go
ahead and play the game, but itfs
not worth arything it me without the
pesple axound me Iin *73.

é? Tha prepcnderange of Wargam-
gra in the hobhy had plenty to do
with ny wanting to get ouk. Noboay
givez a damn abovt having fun =gy~
more. with rare excepitiong, oY preus,
or ardicles or snyithiaz. It7s all

9

just "Game, gane, game,¥ and the *zines

are vigeged for that kind of player,
toos Look at the high plagiag *zines
in this vears Lesdey Poll...ware-
house ‘zines are the idda of the
futuse, and “Y want no part in it.

3} College ig coming up. Thet's
salf-axplanaiory,.of course, I°ve al-

ways had z compledtely packed sched-
wle, sad that isn®t goling to get apy
tattero..

Y  Inflation hos token 1ts tokl
on the hobly. Barly on in this swe

-

E% A R TP SIS SR VURR RN W o 2 % I S
iade 1 o beledly aonblongd how Ths pytas

cos in thig hobby had sone o as-
trenomiecal hsights. The postal
*garvice™ has deleriorzied stead-
ily, all the while raising its
rates. It°s gotien %o the point
that I feel 1lilke zn asshole for
letting then perew the consumer,
It just makes pe mad as hell to
enpty ny wallet on the gounisy ev-
ery time I want to buy a few stamns.
Not just the USP'S": everything
hag gong up. I belleve that EGGNCG
is the only ‘zine which has had
+the same rates for over twn years
{for the last two vears, thav ia).
When I starteed pubbing, 35¢ was
not chenp...today 1t°s ag cheap

a8 1t gZets! The 80¢ lssue of a
Diplonacy °"zine hag appeared, and
=-75¢ ig pot uncommon. T san't
afford that. Sorry, but I get
Newsweelfor a faly shake less than
E%ﬁki Prices are simply exocbit-
and. I%’s avt worth continuing.

3} I°ve gorwn tirsd ¢of the cone
gtepnt pettiness and small think-
ing of smome of the people in the
hobby. Thers are seme incrddibly
huge sgos out there (bigger than
mine!) and they want %o upoil what
1i%tle fun can still be had in
the hobby. I waan’t miss them a
bit ~~ and they know vhe thay are.

6) It°s aslmply no longer the
same hobby I joinad In 1970, It°s
antlrely different, and I happen
30 prefer the 91d way o the ngw.
Seme people o Joubt anjoy them-
selves move now than thay wauld
have ten years ass...and that's
thelir priveldge. 3But I don®g like
the fawe of the new hobby.

There ars other, lass siznifi.-
cont roagong, like thinkiing thait
ten years in this childish bebby
is more than enovgh in itself. or
that Any can®t see wasting my time
on thig when I esuld be buying hexr
dinnor gt the Zake Caneva Plaghoy
Ragort, ete., The vesudd lg the
samey I zun withdrawing slowly
From the postel DNplomacy commun-
ity. T am pot foldingt Publighe
gra, don'h announge theh DOZENG
Folding «- it
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I will atexmpt o conginve Zswesg~
magtexring all of the current games
to completion, or at leaat until
Christmas (ny temth anniversary in
- %this erazy hobby) -~ perhaps ionger,
depending on how I fesl at the tims.
I'1ll say then. FOLITICIAN will con-
tinue as $% always has. Perhaps the
tvio remalnig games will ba comdined
into one *zine with the REGGENOG games
once the number is low soough. (loat
of POLITICIAN®s varlants have ended

4o put out EGGNOG ag T always havem
i.e, pot a warehouse °zine, but with
plenty of readin§ material. Several
people have promised me articles lade-
lys that should be no problem. Ioe
sides, we¢ can always rely on trust-
worthy staff writer Eric Verheiden
and his comment every nonkh. I
don®t Inow what w happen to Dave
Whites he's been pretiy unreliable
lately. Jahn Hichalski lesg-thane
tactfully asked Dave t0 go over 4o
EB behind ny backj thanks, John, DBut
~ pervhaps 111l le%t Dmve go if he likes,
sinee I couwld probably use the ex-
tra page.

With this issue, almost gll trades
and oomplinentary copiss will be cut
off, as with three exceptions, I will
no logger be tradinz. I%d like =il
previous fraders %o mail me mne msre
. igwus of their °zins, and that’s 1t.

“Howsver, ramenber that it's always
common courtesy o send & person o
sample if his name 1s proninentily men-
tioned inside. I apprecimse it. lost
of you hmve been great.

Tastly, I'd just like to thank gome
yaople on the maillhg list who have
done thalr begt Ho help me over the
years. I cannot possibly thank all
of my friendsover the lagt decade;

I must restriet nyself to the nanes
of people on the current mallling
1igt. In no vartioular ovder, I
thanks

Phil Ceoupsr, Dawe Bunbe, Mark Earch
Les Kendter Sr., Zob Hariwlg, Digi-
may Pfohl, Fred Dabis, Don Horton,
Bric Verhnlden, Robart Cheel, Doug
Beyerlein, Diek Vawrtin, Fred Hyabin
Tobert Stimmel, Lev Puliivher, Rod

$s

-

+
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Walker, and Bruce Linsey.
211 been great.

I just wigh I°d have quit in
19746 instead of 1980~81.

S0 the "zine goes on ak always,
but definitely for a lémited 9
only. Subscfiption fees adte stlll
o 310 issuey/$3.50, andstandby
positions can 11l be had, as®
‘they are the only way you get to
play undexr me,

Goodbye for now; it's heen great
knwwing most of you. RNo matier

Toutve

bove artiele, the st majerity
ef curwent Diplomacy players are
at least enadt’s Just
that the other stick out sc nmuch.
Another load off my chest.
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~what 1% might seem like in the
a

MONEY AND ME AND CURT GIBSON

Maybe I won’t sue the old Lari
after ail. I ecoresponded with
Mark Berch and mgny of ny frionds
gnd it might not ba such a great
i0za. I don’t care about winning
o1 losing, though sending Gibaon
into the depths of poverty did
seem like a lot of fun. The reanl
argunent, which has convinwed me,
is that taking Gibby to court
would leglianize what ha has besn
doing. . .which nost psople will sd-
nit really is the work of a bage
tard anyway. (Pun intended). And
I have a battor ldes anyway, whinh
I won®t diviige cvight now... 1%
does hove to do with my deing on
the east coast for the next four
yearas, though. Should be fun. I
will keep you notified. Maybe.

COMMENTS ON THE CREAT ECGENOG FEeH

Well, vwe now have neariy & many
people admitting o the fake am
there were pages in iti Serioug-
1y, Tom Huved says that he’ll ade
it to this Jake “am well as any
other iake lgsue of any other'zine
in the next three manths. 1 did
not do them, but if you need o
goed whippins oy, I volunieor.
Afﬁ?pﬁaili the PLO takes raspoh-
Fihillty for svery bombing of w
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srocesy store, 50 why shouldn®t I
wake responsibility for something
58 hamless ag a fake ECGNOG? Adds
%0 thy noteriety, if you know what
I mezn.® . :

David Perlmutber writes in:  “Yasm
I pu® out the fake EGGNOG. Glad you
likked 1%, I was afraid that you
would ze® wvery anzry at ne like Jeha
Carusn got angyy at Bruce when he
fakes W. We may hate emsh other -
%o scme degree bu the element of
humox need not ba that far away.
- I faked EGANOG for ‘the following
TYALONHY. o> 4] You were Lolding so I
thought that 1% might be fun o pep
up your lagst few issues,

2} I had nothing elee to do one ° - -

waslkend,

Now as you may aoties I did not
try to make the fake look like the
real thimg. Why? DBecause I hate
fakers who tiv to sonfuse the play-
ers in o game. Hum, or is this card
a fake?”

Konrad here: Yeg, the card ig mogt
likely a fake: nmot fake eard, bub
falke admission. 1 have it on excel-
lent authority that I was cerrset in
my guess that John Michalakl did the
fake, with typing and reproduction
help frem Fracois Cooyay. ALl hiats
do palnt to llichalski, and the typ-
ing and repro (it was a Canadian 4yp~
swriter, and obvioualinggna by Fran~
coiz). John also jokingly admitied
his complicity in the fake in a eaxd
to ne aboud thres wesks age. Hess
I hear otherwise, I think Iive mo%
it nov...a lot of fun, reallyi

KEITH KENDALL COA

Keith, the rsason I didn*$ priant it
last time wag that you 4idn®t gend
it %o ma. If it wag on the return
sddress, that's not good anough. ..

I ean’% cheek all of my inconing mail
for that. Thanks for pointing it oud
gpecifically this tine. Xeith 1is
now at 320 Croclgds, RPI, Troy, NY
12181, Hes bean there gince 8-28,
Players in 2 gane with him, atten-
tiont

UL, THAT SLIMEBALL. ..

Just aftar I Leawe for Wakhingdon.

the rock soncerts are gelng to
iine up in Milwaukee. Queen wili
be coming, and I wanted to see
them now for gges...absolutely
supsrb zroup now promoting their

pew excellent aldbum, The Game.

Then it's the Kinke on tour again.
e R e i s
ama one For Tie Road ("Nepe,
not ready yet.®) Shortly %ﬁére~
aftay, Mauck Sabbath (with ex-Rain-
boy bocaligt g@nnie J?mes Diotgc»
-Ogbourne) - comes
) & ?ﬁgiﬁéﬁﬁnﬁw”ﬂ$“§ggxa and
Hell, with the Blue Oysisr Cult in
tow, pushing thedr C E
fgg}ggo Gad! &nd that‘s with-
a ronth after I°m gone...1t
figgers, of course.

AGHEOWING TREND

That editorial in EGONOG #52 spp-
aran®ly has generzied eng hell of
a lot of responze. Publishers and
subbesm allke have written in, and
the only negaiive comment I got
was from John Michelski (letier in
théis issve). Thanks, guys! The
only articles from which I got more
response were a series in Claw &
F on alliances ansd stabbing
oldle but goovdie), the artiele on
forgingietiers in a relatively new
EGGNOG, and ome 08 various ityped
of asast coast beers, publishedin

Fred Hyatt's Home Office (ser-
icuglyf). Tﬁgggé again, guys.

RUNESTONE FOBSUP ANOTHER GAME

Jahn Ledder, 121 19th Ave. NE,
Gﬁlgmgh Alta. ? Cannda T2E 1N9
one agaln has openinge in his
Bunedbone. Jobn ig onsg of the
hobby®s most experienced GMs, and
Bunegtone iteseld iz quickly . com~
ing out of a somewhat wesk time in
1% life, Gral a spot before they
are all full,..these will zo fagh!

AC/TC FANS

Juat heard on the radio thet AG/IC
i comlng ¥o town as well: They
have recently wreloased Lheir i
in Baek sibum. . :
you'be inmio Lhot at il

AU o EF B
:
gy < R e, g 3
o Bunmetaly, for alt of ge ersoes

A i
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fansg.: Raunch & Roll fans obviouse a feow nmonthe ago. The low scores
ly have baen hurt by Boh Seoti's cen j¢ expiained away by my own
death in landon, anff the new vocal- persenal avguments with peopis in
ist isn"t as tough...but give the the hobby. I% has come to my at-
album a shot if you ¢an handle the tantion that poople are woting for
kind of nusic they pwt out, (My fav- ‘sines which they don®t regglarly
orite AG/DC album is the first, Hé& receive (say. if Cooryay votas a
Voltaza, though things 1ike *The Jakk™ ~3 for EGGROG, and he hasn°t asen
would send little ¢ld ladies reach- an issue in over a ysar, .e.g.).
Ang for their smelling salte...) and I don’t like that. It's eslled

¥ * dighonesty, and it stinks, Almom .

o o B o o W LB - AW M WD O & L g P e AR

I don’t know for sure but am wil-

ol

3%?”“&?&@&%%%1?“@LJTﬁﬂaﬂ%#’”f%"
David Perimutter -~- plesss!) would

in this onge give EGCNOG a zip scere

ne matter what they think of the

ten
Byl lelek:

red, B Ny 8 '+ tzine. Oh well, you can'f win them
o £ 1., =hBESAy aRS LEage S i all I guess. I just think ¢ hat

found hiding out at spot #17, with = Aot deswive S be theve: Egghégsdm
score of 6.89, with 36 people voting. iike Claw & ° Ratoliation. etc
%ﬁﬁfm (Gibson’s ragful of iles) mﬂ?ﬁﬁr %'m ich higher, oo
finslhed dead last with a score of Por the & 8 “Interna~
1.20, below things llke Tretick's " tional, there will not be a next

 Front du Fraud. 3 time. At leamst not thig time;

1,11 must ﬁdm ok hatz% o 5‘;3‘}; gxs%%%: On Gamosmasters, I scores high-
olnted,  |Naturally I'm prou ~ er: 7.88, quisie acceptable to me.
ITICIAN's score (tied for 5th), but - Tied for first were Don Ditter (I
what pegves ne im EGGNCG's score. It don't know how good ke 1é) and Eric
dossn’t make a bit of differvence now Verhciden (superb GM). -Doug Beyar-
that I°m getting out of the hobby, © leim, vhio I feel is the Véry Besi
tut 1 asked John %o confirm a huneh Gamesmaster In The Businesg, wes
I had...and I was wight. People eith- rated 3rd (9.33). (I've played un-
wr voted very highly for the *zine, der Doug for years now, in EFGLARD.
or g=vo 1t o 0 "lqw'ma:k&"‘$h§§§%§§‘“ - and.i% 1g the best GM*'d ‘zine I've .

“'place (behAind Diplomaey Wordl ‘ him I jo! %1

3 . : kP £ o ; I joined snoiher of his games
Dick lartln‘e gﬁ%ﬁ@-&@ “sine poll which I°d not do if he wasn'% asgged

‘ o . ; :g";gv’s‘#’o’woaﬁ i

EGGNOG #54 w . 2.

Konrad Baumeister
11434 Parkwiaw In
Hales Cornersx,WI 53130
United States / Anmsriea

Your sub is ups hope
you'll renew_

If you voted BGENOG low in
the laddsr Poll, serew yourssl?f.

Woryt adt a SR r ! iy weee T
Xomr*ad® s farewsll speech Scott Marley T

Must o b o;,}? sl 12682 Swidler Pl.

A o Santa, Ana, CA 92705
FIRST GLASS AT ’1‘“‘7" . A

EIRST CALSS MAIL

. o



