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This is EREHWON, a Reform journal of postal Diplomacys®
and 94 other theses. Tis soul is not for sale o
John Beshara for $500 or any other amount. Subscrip-
tions are are 7/51.00. Back issues are 10¢ each in
locs of 2 or move. This is Pandemonium Publication
#419, edited and published by Red Walker, 5058 Hawley
Bivde., Sanbiegc CA 92116; telephone, (714) 282-19Z1;
member . NFFFGB, NFVFGBDD, 1FW, TFWDS, DA.

TPIPLOMACY is a trademark for a game invented by
Allan B, Calhamer and copyvightc by Games Research.
inc., 48 Wareham St., Boston MA 02118. It is avail-
abie from GRY, posipaid, for $8.00, Toy discounc
stores carry sevs for $6.00--a fact 1 have been not-
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This issue is dedica
ted to Martin Lauther
born 10 November 148:
and recently maligne:.
in GRAUSTARK by one
who is not even fitv
kiss Luther's big toc
More than any man
since Columbus. Luthe
made possible the ko
ern age. the insang
Jjealousy of those wiw

ing for some time and which GRAUSTARK seems Jjust to
have nociced, Tey "Games “H° Us".

MINI-EDITORIAL

The dedicacion of this issue o the founder of
the Reiormation is parcicularly appropriate. It¢ has nmm.hamalong since our
own Mariin Luther, Larrxy Peery,; tacked VERITAS VINCIT on the door of the
self-proclained Pope of Diplomacy, John Beshara. The struggle against his
attempt vo tell posital Dipleimucy what to do has provoked great enthusiasm
and supporc. tThe accempts by Beshara, 3Jocardman. and their syncophants to
discredit Peery ave awesomely reminiscent of the frantic attempts of the
porcine Princes of the Church to make Luther look bad. Their intents angd
nethods ave the same. 8o will be their results.

tlack his great capa-
city to better tho
human cendition i
understandable.

THE REW RULEBOOK!

Yes. chillun, it 15 cut. My copy arrived con 4 November., 1 am pre-
paring a list of all postal GMs for Games Research, although I underscand
that many GMs bave already received their copy. To anticipate requests, i
do not have the facilities to provide copies to people. except insofar as
GRI has agreed o provide copies for postal GMs. They are also selling
copies of the new RB for 51.00 each.which i3 considerably less than T had
aniticipaced it would be, considering that it is the heart of the game.

Contrary to earlier statements. I have decided pot to switch over (o
The new RB in any games currencly in progress. Long discussions with John
MoCallum, Larry Peery, and others have convinced me that kKeeplng things a
they are would be Tairer ©c the players. The new rules will be in effect
for any new gamas begun, which will not be until 1972,

The new Rulebook reproduces the game substantially as it is played in
EREIWON, DIPLOMANIA. or XENOGOGIC. Differences (keyed to my HRs):

19. Victory is achieved by possession of 18 sumnply centers.

22, Miller‘s Rule is used.

23b. This rule is nat used; but also not forbidden, 5§,z\
£3d. Same comment as above. g%ﬁ%? Y
24, This situation is not covered in the Rulebook. ‘%?jggy
34, Many chings noted here simply stressed things which were &bvious

in the oid RB.
not mentioned.

Rule 34d is specifically noted in the new RB. while 34i

[
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» 10,  NUMENOR 1.3, just out, contains two features of particular inter-
est. One is a letter from Allan Calhamer on rating systems in general and
the ANTARES system of Buri Labelle in particulars The orher is the NUMLNOR
Rating System, a brand new rating list which covers, in this isgue, most of
the besit-~known plavers in postal Diplomecy. Subscriptions to NUMENOR are
10/81.50; single cories are 15g.

11._ _GRAUSTARK will soon open new gamesy now that the Rulebook is outs
They will be announced in issue #252, due out in a little less than 2 weeks.
Despite John Boardman®s ungenerous and untrue comments about my reliability
as a GM and editor, I will resist the temptation to similarly libel him wicth
the same illogic (I could point cut, for instance, that his clear associa-
ticn with people who condone murder, arson; robbery, extortion, rapine, and
war. so long as it is in the name of a Cause, makes his reputation as a GM
suspect and you should avoid sending him any moneys) In truth, however.
there is no postal GM more respected than John, nor any so unfailingly reg-
ular, noir any so scrupuleousiy accurace, fair, and impartial: The chiefl dis-
advantage of a GRAUSTARK game--and many pecple consider it the chief advan-
tage--is its rigorous 2-week deadlines, every other Saturday, without fail,
The games move like gangbusters and the competition is top-notch. GRAU-
STARK®s naive and fantasy-ridden political peripatations will cause any
player with half a brain to snicker, since Boardman®s position on the left
exacily parallels that of Barry Goldwater on the right. But that is the
charm of it--where else can one find a living counterpart to the theology
of Lillipuc? The games are without peer,save possibly in DIPLOPHOBIA, and
you are well advised to join one. The fee may be around $4--and would be
worth it even at $5 or $6--and if GRAU runs true to form there will be a
pame for novices and perhaps one for NewYorkers and some "open" sections.
Suggestion: send John 15¢ and a specific request for GRAUSTARK 252 by gir
mail. His address: 234 E, 19th St., Brooklyn NY 11226. I absolutely guar-
antee you will not be disappointed by a GRAU game.

12. _ACHERON 10 has just been published., completing the transfer of the
Diplomacy Division from myself to Tony Pandin. There is a long section on
the history, funcition; and working of the Division, and those who are cur-
ious abocut it may obtain a copy from me for 10¢, Considering all the mis-
information about the Division published by those who wish it ill., you may
find this issue of ACHERON particularly interesting.

13._ _ADDRESS CODES. The lecter beside your name on the envelope is
there to indicate why you got this issue. "“P" means you are a player in
the ’zine; "8, you subscribe (the following number is the last issue on
vour sub); "C7. ycu invented Diplomacy; "M", you sell Diplomacy; “"PX". you
were a player, but were eliminared, and your game is still continuing; 'S8,
this is a sample copy and an invitation to subscribe; "T", we trade; "T¢",
would you like te trade?; “"TI?717", are we trading or aren’t wel; "XXX", this
ig the last issue unless you (subseribe)(renew trade agreement or confirm
it){meet your nexi game deadline)

DIPLOMACY AND THE LAW
Revisited
While there has been some reaction to the tentative ideas adumbrated
by Larry Peery, and published here and elsewhere. The tendency cof Games-
mdsters to reject the noticn that those who paid for a game own it is un-
derstandable--especially in authoritarian types like Boardman. But the
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derewith the horse (movice) speaks:” [Isn’t it nice to have an articulat-
woman ir the hobby for a change? She plays a good game, too. dsut Kathy,
those vere mediaeval monks discussing Creek phislophers. who disagreed on
horse®s teeth, and a young monk suggested they go cut and count teeth in a
horse. He was dismissed from the meeting. I will resist the temptation to

=

draw the obvious parallels.

“As I understand it there are two main objections to the Consultant pro
pram. One is the possibility that a Consultant will use a novice to “get
back at' some cother player in the game for past animosities. It seems to me
chat the possibilicy is very unlikely. In the first place a Consultant can-
not raquese that he be assigned to any specific Novice nor to any specific
game. The complete player list is available when the Consultant assignment
is made {by a disincerested third party) and it is obvious that when assign-
ments are made, every effort will be made to keep known feuders out of the
same game. As a back-up protection, the Gamesmaster of the particular gane
in question can refuse to allow a Consultant if he believes that it will give
a player undue advantage or ne can request that a change of Consultant be
made if it appears that a feud between a Consultant and any other player is
developing.” [ Thac's nice, except that we have Chairman Beshara on record
as saying that the GM is not to know who the Consultants are., either. 1f
he did, that would be sqme protection. Jfhe Consultant assignments are ap-
perencly made by Chairman Beshara, who is hardly a disinterested party,; sinc:
he collecis grudges the way most other dogs collect fleas. How do you know
a Consulvant cannot pick up a particular novice in a particular game?! If
you know this, then vou know more about the way the program works than nosft
ocher people, since Chairman Beshara has yet o reveal such arcane secrets. |

“The second objection that seems o bother people is the possibilicty
that the Consulicant will do the actual playing for the novice ratrher than
merely giving him advice on the potentialities of various moves. I think we
can all agree that chose of us who indulge in Diplomacy as a hobLby are
blessed(?) with greater than average egos. This gquality in itself helps pre
vent one player from using another. We just won't be put on the sidelines!
in addition., a novice winnot count on having the same Consultant for succes-
sive games. As each of the recognizerd experts in Diplomacy has a distine-
tive style of playing, it would be very obvious if the style of playing of
a novice changed noticeably from game to game. Althouph as far as 1 know no
specific 1imit has been placed on the number of times a novice can request
trie services of a Consultanc, such a iimit would also encourage a ncvice to
play his own game. If one can count on help only so long; one is better
off practicing under supervision in anticipation of soloing in the immedi-
ace furure. My own suppestion would be that any novice may have the services
of a Consultant (never the same one) no more than 5 times.” [ That would
indeed improve things, especially if the GM were told who Consultants were
ant! allowed to reject theose who might exercise an inimical influence on the
rame., As thinps utand, one very biased person decides these things in com~
plete secreLy. |

"As a novice I find that the advice of a Consultant; particularly in
the realm of intrerpreting the significance of the moves of other players. a
ereatr aid in olanning my own moves. In addition, there are certain pecul-
iarities of postal Diplomacy thar are not evident in face-to~face play. A
consulrTant can ease the transition very well., For best results it seens to
re rhat a Consultrant®s advice should be in the form of: °1If 1 were moving
T would...betause.... However, you can also...and this will probably hap-
pen...<’'« In any case, the Consultant program is too valuable to torpedo
just because rhere will be some abuses. Nothing that is good does not have
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“No," correcced Assistent bLiresctor Qrbftlsbgxp: "those uare pin-ups

So? They hang ‘em yp on the wall, don‘t they? They‘’re hang-ups,’
screamed the Director.

“Pipn-upsi.”

"Hane -ups 53"

“PINLUPS:354LY uhrieked the Assistant Director, lashing his taile. In
the resultant fighic, Qrbftlsbgzxp devoured Director Fatuus, thus effectively
ending and winning the argurent, and becoming Director, all atr the same timo

BUDAPEST (Byzanvium Preass): It has been discovered that the Mad Duke
Monohan nad bitten himself and taken to his bed. The Royal pysician and
veterinarian predicis a long peviod of indisposition. The Mad Duck suf-
fered this unforitunate accident while engazed in a it brought on by not
taking Byzaniine advice. Regent ivan Lantiniug showed little apparent con=
cern, expressing the view that one dim-witted Austrian is as good as another

ANKARA: ELlrond, Last Fmperor of Doomed Byzantium, gazed fearlessly in-
to the Showdow to the north. Clear in his Elven sipht were the dozens ol
subway mcuths fyroncing the Black Sea. Hordes of hulking palid goons who had
nevei seen the Llisght of day shambied cut displaying the foul runes NYC hung
around their uvnwahsed necks. Leading hem was a stomach-turning parody of
a man. Latinius had once been a proud and sciff-necked lord. But the fall
cunning of Borin had corrupted him and now he was no more than the mouth of
Bedpan who was the nouth of Borin. While he no longer realized it, his very
thoughts were controlled from the grim fortress of Barad-Durchester,

Byzancium was doomed, but its resistance had drawn the Dark Lord off
balance. The crushing hammer blow launched in blind rage had drained his
forces and even Barad-Durchester trembled to the wrath of the West. Latin-
ius stood a blank huilk as his masters withdrew their control. His thin-
spread western and nortchern flanks were on the point of collapse, but Lat-
inius stood with a trickle of green slime threading from his slack mouth.

Elrond smiled. His work was almost done. It was not given him to top
vle rhe Lark Tower, bur he had weakened i1ts supporters. The Mad Duck Monos
who had been controlled through Larinius . would be child"s play for the for
ces of men. HNow was his time to leave Middle-Eartch.

GENEVA: Alberic of Turin, lounging in beach pajamas near the lake:
grinned at his disciple. "Y¢ is of course natural for Llrond to blame Lati-
inius fer his defear and ©o look forward to Latinius® defeat at other hands
Ir was not difficult for me to sa8t in motion the forces of rthe early Rus-
sian Jjuggernaut and then to see that they were dealt a decisive counter-
blow. It is much the same technique I used in the Shepherd’s Crusade.
which 1 borh preached and organized, in which 1 was also responsible fox
its toral and overwhelming defeat, 1t was, after all, not for nothing that
1 made mvself the 1lst, 5th, 7th, 10thg and 12th Jewish Yopes. 1 often won-
der what the Hansea?ie League would ave done without me--besides make a
profic, of course.” And with that, Alberic returned to the manuscript on
which he was working, entirled, Mgin Kampf. o

tantantarah, tantancarah, tzing-boom
THE ADVENTURES OF BAT-MAN

Chaprer 2. The Thing behind the door Towered over BAT-man. Of course
s0 would anyone who was too tall to be in & circus side-show, so that fact
is not imporitant. kExcept for dress, it was a duplicate of Mr. John J. Tan-
trum, It wore vellow klunky boots; its spindly limbs were covered by lave:
der paniy-hos«; it wore a green bikini bottom; three sizes too large: its
por belly was covered bv g red vest, complete with watch. chain., and fob:




i was covared by a flowing cerise burbocse. 1ts glassy stuare g
ocitivy leer hespoke invelll ‘encev~a1£h0ugh of & very limited and feral

“Thivh.” saxd Jdohn J. Tancrum--oh, seery--Mo, John J. Tantrum, “is Rob-
ot youx udlthful Axab Cﬁh}ﬁi}ﬁﬂ< You will find him very intelligent and
bripghec. Rebbip.® Therewss silence. “Robbit?  8rill nothing. "ROBBITLLT

"punhhhhn.n.he e e Beecshoe o onined Reblhit, crawmming his fist into

his mouthe

1 Mohn Js Tancrun sniled. t.y" sald Herr Doktor Bird-

BLaLlne “Yeoh," apieed Mr. John J. ith my brainchild.” And
s Thalt statemrent there came an eosvaiti JU“r?mhmyuh~yuh” from beneath the
cuask.  "Oh.” said Mr. John J. Tanvramn, ‘ "that’th

Jutht Dick Malleable. Thuch o bary , T opetv him For only $500.° ‘The
“hick Mrilleable” srayed bepsath the desk, only indicating its presence by
cocasionally echoing the worde of Moo Jobn 1, Yancrum.

My, John J. Tantrun contimued. “You will <o ruinue ath a fighter ior

well, whatever it ith chat you do C
Whenever vou thee your famouth BAT-

“What BAT-signsll’

My . John 3. Tantrunm frowned. foo Lt
never be Lnterrupted or questioned. Qo
are. aimost unigue exannle of
tng up an old Charlies Aclas aas

"Hev. that's mei” squealad bal-man o delight. "But who®s the guy
nared “Afrert i

Nevei mind. Ath 1 wach thaying. when you Thee the BAT-thignal flathec
acoth che thky. you will ropthe to ohe thoene of the crime and do your thipg.

"Yeah.” sald che BAT-man. 5miiiW‘-°34ppmfenglyg

PTHTOPLY D shrieked Mr. iohn . Tancrum. "My pame wath not mentiocned
1 the latht varagraph where 1 {hpoks. @ mucht have credit for everything.
Y MaME MUTHT BE !FNF?IGR EDTT LARIMENYLT  DERITHTIONITY  AAAAAAARBRRRRGILGE 7\
frenine purple with rape. M. John /. Tuntrum scerezamed; assaulted his desi,
Parew evervrning on Lo ar the walls and orco the floorf fell down. kicked,
asled Ris arms. rolled about, and Trovhed. sfver several minutes of this,
Moo dohin §. Tanvrzum got back on his chair, saving, "You mutht learn %o con-

- vourchelf becier. Heyr Dokroy Hixdorain immediately prostrated him-
T and kissed the spurs cn Mr. Johwn 3. lantrun®s patent-leather boots,
nklng nim for such a britliant observation. TAnd now.® saild Mr, John J.
‘1 ntrum to the BAT-man, "go out and do vour ching.”
WHAT IS BAT-MAN®S THINGY What nofarious pldns will Mr. John J. Tantrum
call upon bim o carrzy cur? Whet will Robbit do? Tume in next issue for
:qﬁ scartliing answer.

pre L | YL JE LI, DU S, D SR L RS . wnlra Lente e, e ..4.«; A e 2. e ad et bant Frmd, farie.br T 2
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wWas 0 unwritten iaw that he must
ailing his reighteous fury in a
3 he replied, "Thich.” hold-

Lose veur lunch wich
& HISTORY GF PODREKAGG

Yari 12 -- The Early Dukes of Yoderkapg

For ease of reference, the Dukeg of Foderkagg for the flrut 100 years:
1362 Parsimonius 1 A%

13621383 Fandemoniun I, sopn of Parsimonius 1

13831387 Acrophobius I, son of Pandemonium 1

1387-1388 & lepqdnc:d315, son of Pandemonium i

*3R8-1402 Parsimonius [, son of Pandemenium i

i
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1402 Infektius, son of Parsimonius I

1402-1413 Trikinosis, son of Counc Epsom, son of Parsimonius 1

1413-1442 Pandemonium XX, son oi Trikinosis

1442-1445 Parsimonius 111, son of Pandemonium 11

1445-1481 Salome 1, wife of Parsimonius I1X. daughrer of Giustini [ Borgis.
First Count of Lurch, and of Belladonna, daughter of Acropho-
bius L, It is from Salome I that all future Dukes and Kings
of Poderkagg are descended. | :

By the time of Pandemonium I, Poderkagg had reached very nearly its
present limits (sce map. EREHWON 39), lacking only its detached dependency.
the Autocerhalous County of Lurch. which was added during the reign of Pan-
demonium XI. Poderkagg had thus achieved control of all the territory on
the outer fringes of Albania which no one else wanived. Within this terri-
tory was sustained an advanced and highly diversified economy. In 1390 the
population of Poderkagg was 25,000 souls; in 1410, 513,844 in 1423, 59,806
in 1427, 1,925,765; and in 1431, 8026, These figures do not refelct vast
population shifis,; but rxather the faet that the Bursau of the Census simply
made vp any figures it felt like. -

in addition to the burgeoning tourist industry {which was originally
created to gloss over the real reason for the presence, at various times.
of Huns, Vandals, Goths, Avars, and Mongois in the country), the Poderkag-
gian economy was sustained by & variety of nhighly technical indusgries:

g 1. Pig Raisine. This industry was centered at Pigburg and (lnniicin-
cin, in the west. Unlike pigs the reader is no doubt familiar with, Foder-
kaggian pigs are lean, aggressive, ferocicus, athletic, and carniverous. It
is an extremely dangerous occupation to raise pigs in Poderkagg, singe it
1% npever quite certaln, as be_tween pig and pigherd, who wlll eat whom.
Some Poderkaggians keep huniting pigs, watchpigs, and other types. There ar:
of course police pigs. and travellers lost on the slopes of The Blather-
skate have often been rescued by the St.Bernard pig. a large wooly type
habitually carrying kegs of absinthe.

2, Sheep Herdine. This highly speculative industry is centered in
Sheepvillie, in the norvimesv., Aside frem suffering habitually from acne.
pgsoriasis Adandruif, male-patrtern baldness, and other skin diseases, nosv
Poderkaggian sheep are black. Such woel as is produced; if the tangles cuan
be pot out of it, is therefore almost worthless. Most Poderkaggian wool is
sold to the Church. for vestments, and to the Mafia; for shirts. Poderkayp
gian sheep. rather than bleating softly, make a noise which is akin to the
sound ef a mad bull elephant in rui, which explains why most shepherds in
the country lose their sanity after 10 years on the job.

3. Goag Grazing. This is centered at Goatgrad, in the east. It is
dgone almost entirelv on flat land, since Poderkaggian goats, unlike normal
poats and Poderkaggian pigs. are excremely fumble-footed and clumsy. %t he
also been observed rhat PoderRargian goats smell worse dry than most gouls
gmell wet. The local goat®s milk is famous for being bad. 1t is so bad. -
fact, that it sours even before ir leaves the animal,; and Poderkuggian poa:-
are thus the only goats in the world to vield yogurt directly. The indust:
has oY course modernized ocuite a bir by pow, and today in Poderkapg cne s
see thousands of geat tenders out in tne fleld, each with a supply of waxeo
cardboard cuvs with fruit in tne bottom, milking the goats. This is done
unfer the firecrion of the President of the Poderkagg Yopurt Compuny, il w
Yarri,

Poderkagg’s modern diversified economy was, however, the source ol
civil gerife in the country, as we will see,

Next issue:r Alberie eof Turin and the Shepherd’s Crusade.
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