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Imperialism VII-R and in "Germany-Vs.-the-World", both gimes with World War
il scenarics. Joe also indicates that the $3.00 fee to "Origins' will prob-
ably be more than enough to cover the costs of the game, which will run only
12 issues, and that thercfore players may receive a refund or a discount on
another game. He will also be polling his players and subscribers as to
what variants they'd like to play, sc it would not hurt to lec him know if
you auve interested in a specific variant. -

S.. GAMERS GUIDE ON_TJE.WALL, WHO'S THE CUTEST °ZINE OF ALL? The poll

by GAMERS GUIDE on postal Diplomacy ‘zines and Gamesmasters has just been
published in issue 22.  The 7 best °zines, according to GG's readers, are
{in order): EREHWCON, COSTAGUANA, GRAUSTARK, DIPLOPHOBIA, NUMENOR, DIE SCHUL-
DICKEIT..., and XENOGOGIC. The 6 best GMs (again in order): Walker, Board-
man, Miller, McCallum, vonMetzke, and Peery, _Interestingly, a poll of 11
wargaming ‘zines was also conducted, and my NUMENOR was among them. Con-
sidering that it sppeals to a very small audience, it did pretty well, rank-
ing 7ch overall (ahead of COURIER, THE GLNERAL, EUROPE 44, and D-ELIM),
8 in gquality (behind the slicks and mimeo *zines, of course), 7th in con-
tenc {ahead of INTERNATIONAL WARGAMER [ %], SPARTAN INTLRNATIONAL MONTHLY,
LUROPE '44, and THE GENLRAL), and 6th in value (tied with I.W., and ahead
of the 4 others already named)., Not bad...s

6. NEW GAMES ALL OVER. 1In addition to th® new games I°ve mentioned
slsewhere, or o expand previous notices, we note:

GRAUSTARK's new games are open. GM Boardman has not followed his usual
vractice of noting a specific number of games open, some of them reserved
fer certain kinds of players. There are just game openings. The fee is §6.
GRAUSTARK is the only 'zine in theé country, not excluding my own, whose
eames are worth that fee. .John Boardman, 234 E. 19th St., Brooklyn NY 11226,

XENOGOGIC, Larry Peery, 816 24th St., SanDieto CA 92102, Larry has 3
zames open: X-23, repular Diplomacy, $5.00, and almost full. X=~24, regu-
Llar Diplomacy for novices, each of whom will be assigned a Consultant, $5.
AXX {(no number), a 7-player 7-game supergame, or tournament, $5.00 to regis-
cer and $5.00 after 1904, In this last, Larry is betting he can fill the
eaime even though ¥ have said I won’t rate it {Burt Labelle will rate it as
{ games, however, and I thipk John MeCallum will alse)., Again, $5.00 is a
high fee, but Larry is on2 of the best GMs in the country and well worth
s _ . _ _

THE JASTRZAB REPORTS, the world®s most elaborate Polish joke, Stan
Wrobel, 7. PolandVillage Blvd., Poland OH 44514, Regular games will open
after the first of the year, and reservations will be accepted. The fee
will be $4.00. If there is interest, a section of Jeff Key®s "Lord of the
Rings" Dipdomacy will be offered.

7. THE BEYERLEIN POLL _I1T. 1It’s time to vote for the 14 best players
in the country acain, PLEASE YOLLOW TUESE INSTRUCTIONS EXACTLY: List the
7 players, gtill -active in postal plav, whom you feel are the beat players,
in a verticle lisgt under the tieadineg "TOP BOARD". Then list %he next 7 un-
der "SECCORD BOARD" . Rate anlv. acii plavers. gﬁgg your ballot. Mail it
to Doug Beyerlein, -_3933%;1 soug:jﬁg%-f-f%se_aﬁue WA 98116. It is due on 4 Jan-
vary 1972, Your vote can’t be ceunted unless vou send it, so do so now.

G.. . JOHN_ uESHARA IS A_LIAR. So what's new? Anyway, Larry Pcery notes
o me that the lone-expected campaign . of villifivation and slander from the
poison pen of everyene’s favorite anci-Semite has finally begun. Instead
of addressing himgelf to the issues of his gross mismanagement of the Diplo-
macy Association and his usurpation of power--issues on wnich he cannot win--
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 Chdirman Beshara has instead launched inco fantastic allegations about Lare

T yig: parsoﬂal Lifer, “Even:if txue, they are irrelevant to the issues
which confront the Diplomacy ASsociation, but Chairman Meshara is not one
to e -slewed down by silly questions such gs truthy .ethics, or propriety.

- 1,100, have seen o heard such leiters. They contain: the most libelous.

. sorts of statements about Larry's educational status; personal finances,
morulity, religion; and whatnots! Nong of these statements is true.  John
Beshard#'ts @& congummate; wicious, and incredible liars I cannot believe
e depths te which'he has susk-in this matter. Bt then, what cRn you ex-
poot ‘of a man who would willin 1}? countenance the -slaughter of the millions
of Jews ‘now reésident in Teraell John Boardman once rctexred to Charles
< Reinsel as the “moral vacuun thut: talks 1like & mm" I suggest that that
s phmaa ham found amore A8pt. auhject. T L L -

‘fE;EIICK s,‘I,BIKES QUI-* AG&IN S
rhek T ‘aputation” 4 'world's worst postal Gamsmaster" con-

- 2ive wmmstwfrow Trecick, of course.’ Postal game 19704K,

LA GUERRE 8 ar isrepresented as "IQTBBI“ by ‘rréti.ck) ‘was last published
(ng:i. 19 5) in.May of .this year, Sipce then, letters from the players

to. .m:ati.cfc abgut the atatus of the game have failed to slicit so much as a
postcard... Accordingly; and in resporise to & ‘request from one of the ‘players
- in tha game, transfer, operationa have been begun We hope to have this long-
: %!: ed game. under way again soon.. Incidentally, none of Iretick's other -

% games ha# progressed for the past 6 nonxns. either, and we will shortly
-_a:tt:eﬂd them. as wall’ ‘ nwhﬂ.q s you-know-who ms f,__,s off with the game fees

iatés witmut talling ar _body ne [ E decided to
3 Some GMs have imrcd‘"f ie problem by pretend-
1%, ’ he game limps Qﬁ)a ‘Others fhave met it squarely by
providing a replncu,, _p‘in;gar systen. This latter necessarily entails one
or-more missed . 8, howaver, unleas’ General Orders were available, since
dmpped playe hax ?n: 6 migs deadlines before¢ he can be replaced.
.. Some GMs have conc aﬁed that nigsed moves dre u great evil--and it must
be’ admi.‘:t:ed they ’;ﬂop?t help the game--and ‘seek to Have moves made even if
o apeng to me akin to a fnothan 1?)'31- s runngng
t get to the ‘others " /Deaptte he good in-
my yvery. woll guffer.
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Towsacy: This is & very unwise procedure. Some

with t‘.h&f‘qhﬁnym_bua" ‘one’” through themselves,

1n5 he. b
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“in.all,. no. mm AT a1l ‘batter than anony oness
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Tl "CONSULTANT" MESS ... ACGAIM ... AND AGAIN ... AND AGAIN ... AND AGAIN ...
Well, if neothing else, the Liplomacy Asscciation®s "Consultan:t™ program
has provided a little can?raversy “We already have 3 letters, all of them
guite long. I am printing them here, asiong with comments set off by brack-
sis (1) 1 hope everybody understands that I am not always going to have
room To priac everything 1 get, lowever, since tThe Diplomacy Associationy
-0 at least the Peshara minority faction, does not permit free and open dis-
ussion of anythipg, much less this sacred cow, 1 am giving it as much
uUdCE as possible. Uy “he way, Chairman Beshara is busy telling people that
I never print the opinions ¢f those who disagree with me. Sighoesr Truth
may or may not be gtrange:i: thaﬁ\fiction, Johnny-baby, but it sure is pref-
grable. Try it some time. -

ERIC JUST, Box 131, Paoli OK 73074. "1 hmave read with interest your
series on the Consultant Program and Y am wmoved, at last, to comments 1
Think that you are_being unfair, Lt Seems to me that you are letting your
nad feelinps for John PBeshara stand in the way of any objective considera-
tion of the progrums of TDA [esv [ Not so, Eric; if I were, I would not
e printing this. What stands in the way of objective consideration is
Chairmgn'Beshara'’s determination to presefve a total information blackout. ]

“Basically, the Di’s bOBSUlLaﬂt program is the best thing to come out
of Besharﬂ”s assoclation. Now admirtedly, as it now stands, it may not be
perfect, but iC is delCdlly a pood idea. It provides a service to novices

which has formerly been available to only a few lucky persons who live near
ﬁxperxenccé players. These few have had ’‘consulrants’® for years, except for
thie fact rhat they have not becn called that. Novices in the OklahomaCity

zrea have asked Jeff or myself for advice en particular games,; and we have
given it freely. We did not inform the GMs whose game they were in that we
had sssisted these people, and nobody was the wiser. You have probably done
the same yourself. And 1°11 bet you did it secretly, and 1°11 bet you did-
nfi see anything wrong in your actions. [Paruly wrong, kric. 1 have in
Tact made & point of telling the GM concerned that I gave certain informa-
tion or advice to such-and-such a player, although I did not do so in every
case. The point is, I weuld have made no secret of it if asked. There is,
in cny event, a difference between mere failure to tell somebody and a con-
spiracy of silence such as we meet in the case of the DA.]

Now tuen, along comes Beshara offering this same service to others who
are less Fortundteg and you brand this with all sorts of nasty rumors about
ivs porential for abuse. All Beshara is doing is publically declaring that
he can offer this_serviﬁe which most of the rest of us have only done pri-
vate'v before. Far from being secretive as you claim, he is doing precisely
what we have been doinge. but he is doing it more openly than we have. [ bBug
Bis doing it on behali of an organization gives the members the absolute
right to know exactly what is . being done. Further, The scope of the effort
and the secrecy which shrouds it creates vast potential for abuse,and we
hgve a right to know what baxcguards exist against it.])

Now I will admit that it might be some kind of plot or scheme of self-
glorification or underhanded revenge, but you have offered no proof of this.
Furthermore, vou have dared John to prove that he is innocent of the th Lngs
vou suspect him of doing. It may sound trite, but in tais country a man is
innoeent until proven puilty. You have ﬁeclured that John is zuilty until
he proves “imself innocent. Thar's tardly fair. [Not so. I have accused
Chaivran Beshara of poti meeting his public information obligations, which
is cercainly true. Ledvxng aszda the question of specifie assignments made,
we have a right to know how the program is conducted. I have raised several
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questions and posnibilities in ardqr to-show. the need for this informationn_

- Beyond: thaz, I bhave accused Chairman Beshara of nothxng ‘beyond twa specific

items. Fi¢§t4 he .excludes - from.cthe “"consulrant gnd of thinga anyone, re-

gardiess, of qual itxcat1Qﬂa ‘whon he regirds as an " "~ §etond he has

in ﬂﬁ‘lea’-gﬂﬁéﬁ ured the assignment of pngultaatjconaultee pluy-
; Y ' former thex _ tation, published

che ‘haen no denial,
"'th@%;fatiure to deny con~

"That 8 nnt feally the. point.‘_,

: nt . tt Thgt @ n only ‘be done

TORI ‘1eqgg, Ui iiblic scrutiny.
1ﬁf5a1 test of f'*valuq of TDA?s Consultant

: ‘Perhaps you could ask ground to find
ied. va. dissatisfied. ¢qnau1taea. &notner
fisulting service 6f. your own, along the -

' n.the subject. - ‘Then by 'comparing

ps, you could decide whicn fqrm the

ofter presupposes knowl
""711 be 5'ttn§$r§§é' wt‘“diﬂim% "-l:est;ii-

'j&ﬁn§£b114;£d matnh- ghara’a. T am*tn;arested only
of: U A have o know whit is poing on. In terus
uﬁtﬁnéiérEii

tcapttva etter, latera

59‘52 casthcon Dr., SanDiego CA 9211‘:‘° *I was ex-

: i ‘conpments tegarding some of the points 1.
Some of theih pé'u really nit-picking.
Consultant. chnno ‘plok a novice is a
4 laa _the Lo ultants don’t even know" ths
. have my own experience to’ verify the fact
had anv ‘knowledpe of each other’s existence
: : ‘of ‘no’ consequence. The
83 "The question is, does
T f; e that X, who

_ ;;+x1§§§? i53159v :

T

. opon with sone
the zame. Can he or
nt. to a novice in that game?
X OpPerE crony. system,. 1 suspect that
X e " o tly ‘that., T ours jome institutional
safaguards againsa this sort of thing., Don't you think we ought to knew?]
» " Segondly . 1 qggateﬁ;uhntﬁa;gov;ce be wllowed tne gervices of a Con-
‘o more than, 5. ti#es ... John tells me that becuuse of the smyll num-
;;bas'af avsiiah' onaultants, relative ro the large v of novices, nov-
.. ices will,ba a1lowed sar _”ﬂf;__j;Q§ ”“1 fﬂbj'h ‘ohces This is even
. betrer than 1. hagsue B e one  mast: "j”ﬂ"” [ y attached to
" "'Ine Master bafore or ' 'y "The shrinking
.number of ava11abie ‘H_ﬂ“‘got a fact (we nope)
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out of Chairman Beshara. We should all be so lucky. If we’re reallv lucky,
he was telling the truth.]

"Your harping on the possibilities of abuse really bothers me. It is
obvious to any mental midget that nothing of any value is subject to abuse.
You insist that because John is making Consultant assignments there must of
necessitv he something wicked going on. Yet you have payer offered on
shred of proof that there has been even one improper action in the Consult-
and program. As for your challenge to tell whether or not I have a Consul-
ctant fer the XENOGOGIC game--TI have stated that I am enjoying the services of
a Consultant, but I refuse to state whether the services pertain to the
XENOGOGIC game or the ATLANTIS gume. Why should Igive my opponents the
benefit of that infermation? If you can accept the known abuses with equan-
imity, fine. If you believe that a proven and consummate liar can run the
progranm honestly. splendid. It is also possible to believe that Joe McCar-
thy had "205 names”.]

"You bring up ohe more pettiy point: the Consultant program is a device
to force novices to join TDA [sic). Unfortunarely this statement is a seman-
Cic trick on your part to put the most degrading interpretation on any ac-
tivity of John'‘s. Of course cone must join TDA to 2njoy the services of a
Consultant. Why not? Thzit's one of the benefits that membership brings. If
bein§ a member of TDA doesn’t have some extras to offer. why should anyone
JoinI The Consultant program is certainly one of those extras. [ This of
course leaves the novice an unpleasant choice: join the DA, despite its un-
savory dictacor and unwholesome reputation, or forege the advgntages--if
any--of a DA Consultant. Luckily, there is developing a third choice. The
weal Diplomacy Association, under Walt Euchanan and Larry Peery and others,
is moving to duplicate the Consultant program. Edi Birsan has offered his
services unconditionally to novices. And so on. You may rest assured that
Chairman Beshara will either ignore these other programs or criticize them.
He wants ro have a strangiehold on this, as on all aspects of the hobby. ]

"One moxe thing: you keep harping on this business of secrecy. 7The as-
signments must be made in secret To insure their success. Lven so much as
the publication of the Consultant list gives potential opponents an advan-
tage; permitting Them to look for tell-tale signs of the playing styvle of
sore well-known player. What difference does it make anyway! By the way,
have vou offered your services to become a Consultant? Perhaps if you were
genuinely a part of the organizaticn you wouldn®t be so distrusting.® [1 have
niready noted, above, my objections to the furtive, clandestine, and con-
smivatorial aspects of this program and everything else Chairman Beshara
‘oes. Since Chairman Beshara has stated that he would not accept my sere-
vices as a Consultant, 1 see no need to make the futrile offer. UBesides, as
Diplomacy Editor of STRATEGY & TACTICS, I have spent the last three years
and more "consultine” with hundreds of Diplomacy player in the gpen.
advice and help was for all, not for a select few. The final point is this:
the Consultant Program has always been meerest hogwash. See Brenton Ver
Ploeg*s letter, below. |

BRENTON VER PLOEG, 520 Parker Ave, #202, SanFrancisco CA 94118. [Mr,
VerPloeg is a former Directer of the Diplomacy Association.] “"Your comments
on the Consultant program, as well as the letter which engendered them, have
roverd me to comment on scemething which has bothered me for scme time. 1
fiappen To think that the consvlitant program is a waste of time except perhaps
i Tthe area of gerting newecomers interested in the came, and even then its
uses are preivty arguable.
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:.thm.:t: my noticins it, the ‘novice' has become distinect-
p 1 ask on what grounds? I think that beshara first
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"“The best consultants, I think, come across mpre adequately under fire.
How many people would bother to keep track of somebody else’s games just to
be nice! Maybe I am beiug overly cynical in regard to this matter, but 1
sure as hell wouldn’t. There are a great number of things I would rather do,
thank you. Gene Prosnitz, however, taught me a very great deal about Diplo-
macy in the first game I was ever in. When you are in a game with a good
player ne will uSLally reSpond te sincere flattery, it seems to me. The ego
probably demands it. I don‘t recall such callous thoughts in 1968CI, but
the things Gene told me were well remembered, and very useful. [Since a
"novice" has a Consultan. in only one game, this cuts down the work load you
speak of , Brent. Of course I'm sure you will agree that it also cuts down
the value of the program, if any, a lot more than it cuts the worke

"Even that is not essential, though, if one reads Diplomacy magazines,
HOOSIER ARCHIVES is really all the consultant program anyone needs. and I am
not referring to ay piddling eiforts therein. Prosnitz has a series of three
articles there which are as good as anything that will be found. After the
‘novice’ reads them, he is on his own. I sericusly cannot imagine that a
poor playur will be helped by a consultant, nor that a good player would
benefit therefrom. Poor players, by and large, have a tendency to drift cut
of the field. 1It’s natural, it’s insvitable, and it’s probably beneficial,
ihen a player loses incerest, he's not mich fun te have around anyway.

"Last and least--Diplomacy tactics are really pretty simple. Ihe dif-
ference bhetween & superb tactician and a rotiten one is as small in Diplomacy
as in any game of which I am aware. Since that’s not the area that most
Diplomacy players need help in anywav, why bother?"

“Thank you, Brent, for a lucid presentation. I have had very much the
same reservations about the program. I did not express them, however, be-
cause 1 felt that the thing ought at least to be given a chance and because
I felt that opposing it would Jiust be viewed as another facet of Beshara's
feud with me. As it isy you have said it more clearly and forcefully than
1 could have, IThere is no need for the Consultan: program. Your comment
on HOOSIER ARCHIVES is very well taken--except the statemeni about your own
work. We should all be able to turn out such "piddling efforts”., What we
really need is a large publication, on the order of a large pamphlet or a
small book, which reproduces the gzood material which has been written by
our people over the years. Ihis could be available to gll novices, and not
just a select and favored few, and would be completely public and not subject
to the nower politics and secrei plottings of a John Beshara or any other
would-be overlord of postal Diplomacy. As usual, Brent, you have- cut right
to the core of the matcer and told it “like it is"n The one practical prob-
lem with HcAo is That there are limits o the scope of its distribution, un-
forvunately. Insofar as the DA is concerned, you can bet that the next is-
sue of WAZIR, if Beshara ever gets off his ass and produces it, will not even
mention i, much less recommend it {H.A., that is) for what it is: the finest
Diplomacy genzine in the world. We must remember that questions of fairness
or objectivity do not stir Beshara®s soul (if any), and that the DA was not
created to berefit its members but to create power for Beshara in a pathetic
acttenpt to become a big toad in a very small pond. Thias will be a partial
barrier to informing novices abouc the really first-rate muaterial they can
get if thev want it, and for which the Consultant program is only a pale
surrosare. If every Diplomecy Gamesmaster were te drop a line about H.A.
once in a while, he would be doing his plavers a great service. Meanwhileu
Breat, plans o orovide even mora general material for players at large are
afeot and will, 1 hcpe eventually bear fruit which will make totally une
rzcessary John Reshara’s secret Klan.
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Fm;.e;. "Ihan a. ng.tta.ng Bullock.
f,;.A aits'tcay 0 :

‘Ihe aole of. g.lbqric of Turin in the Shephexd*‘s Crusade 1s crucial to
the history of. :Pm‘erkagg which is the only country. in which that particu-
lar,; frusade was:of gny importance. -Alberic himself. ia.one of those myster-
ious people who-orop up in history for the express purpose of making people
!ﬁ.ﬁh ‘he: imda'n» ‘Hie contriburion ie doing it again and: ag:rln.

1 oa:i, _im_m abscure, which is propably Just as.well. As Hlah
: ‘i‘ug:t wn Lo have been chief architect of the first pyramid
b@i&&u& w;:;,,.;&ﬁ ml a8 most: subsequent pyramids, .Ihe purpose of the .
yeanid a8 Will Cuppy sagaciously npted, wis To. p;otecg:for all time the
dy::and: toensuce: pf- the: Pharaoh in a tomb. "se ¢onapi. uous that it could
Mrﬂlry “he miaspd: by graverobbers and other. ghoulg Alberic was, of course,
\ Gm_ obber: of. the .country, 4nd. thanks to his intimute knowledge of: the
and ‘of i;ke Pmasms,naa who watched ov%r tham). he was. a»ble to loot

% Nﬁq*g,e&a AmpeFans was his. mle in the Pe&o rmeaian War. dur:ing which
he convinced. the Atheniuns of the wisdom of an. invasion of Sicily., It was
&Mw#&&pmmwm introduced the leuders of Syracude. to the del ts of germ
are. Apd: }ewmm,af COULS@y m it was. that Mid. "Let' beach the
§1spotam:.
. enchantc. for pseudonyms. (whi.gh he much. prefars to aliases) is
el kr ~Many. o f\mur;;mms may: ba faailiar wich. ‘his .more modern ex-
aloxmy as raeaﬂntad

TARK, He is knpwn there, of aouxsﬁ. as "Alfbns
is msantly alive and well in Cairo. - Bur 1 digreas.
ffwnm_‘»ﬂmwry was @ ‘succession: of . txiug ,_,__s,_far Alberie, In .
= 140}@ fm &n&t&ﬁﬂh he. convince: Sultan Bayazid I of T rkey to go to war
. T > Pl K" Tamur; -In 1415 he talked the Frenech into attaekxng
szhe ﬁngl&su Al Agincourt; @ fea!: he duplicuted in 1644 when he got King Lad-
“islas V.of Hunrary to:ehallenge: the: Turks at Varna. --1f was while commanding
; the Turkish: cavaliy duxing the.pursuit of the Seyb contingent at Varna that
glbarm Firsc heard of Pod‘erkagg. ﬂis interest helpod laad ta the Shephexd’s
rusade.

The fall of COnstantl.rmple in 1453 during whi.ah alberi:c played a key
‘role in the last phase {the pilla %e); had caused a great upsurge of interest
in a crusade. Pops Oalixrua I3l (1455-1458) and Pope Piua 11 (1458-1464)
_.preached-crusades with the same vigor with which they practiced nepotism,
_Alberic cou!.d not hel _but be atiracted to such grandiose undertakings (he
“hind some tygpe ience’ with crusading; for i,natanm.. ‘Alberic wa the one who
siaégmt:ed ooy Hin_v-wiv%r ‘crossing to Frederic. Barbay G ;

r;% Hunpa¥y $n°T464 (the year Pius 11 ‘died of apoplazy bacausa no-
Jjoin His crusade), Alberic preached the Shepherd's Crusade.
;_,_.%’%g__,‘fﬁ;_impleton'& Crusade. His 'line was that the common
. éartly 1pd by the ‘shepheérds (who had once led the way to:
‘vi‘&u’lﬁ Fibérate Constantinople and the holy. ‘places. Alberic 4
: ahout the Sultan's licentious sex life, which prob- 3
iy crusaders who were intérested in sharing in such 3§
riting thewm. Alberic dlac claimed that the Moslems - %

preadhéd‘ .
ably got at lea
pbings-on #8"'%

_wers. oppasad to Chwj.atiam_ty because Jesus once refused a $500 loan to Mu-
harmad. This quite paturally 1n”"ur;at:ed tm masaes, a gaod many-of whom
pmmptly became loslems. ..

The Crusade did not att:ract many fauowra until it reached Poderkugg,
in 14;65 during tb;e remn of Duchess Salnme 1. “The' Ducﬁeao naturally had
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several midnight suppers with Alberic, whose unusual anatomic features were
said to have fascinaced hexz., Salome's third hushand, Mudgrub of Pollutidar,
who had similarly unusual Teatures, is noved in Salome®s memoirs as having
been completely outcliassed by Alberic.

The shepherds of Poderkagg flocked tno slberic’s banner, followzd by the
nation‘s goatherds and pigherds, not teo iention herds of Poderkapgiaa pigs.
for use as "shock troops’. Nearly half of Podcerkageg's herding population
joined the crusade, which then marched off toward Thessalonikae

Skillfully avoiding Turkish fortresses, and marching through territory
amazingly devoid of resistance, Alberic reached Thessalonika in September of
1465. With unbelievable ease, the Crusading Aramy captured the city (the
gates were carelessly left open), and pursued the few cowardly Turkish sole
diers on duty throupgh the streets, to the docks, and right into the hundreds
of seemingly empty ships standing to shore. The few Poderkaggian and Hune
garian survivors reporti that after the Crusaders chased the Turks into the
holds of the ships, the ships instantly set sail and were never heard of
again. Alberic was last seen accepting several large bags of gold from Has-
san Laghri, a Turk of doubtful occupation.

The only group of Crusaders smart encugh to realize what was happening
was, predictably, the pigs, who turned aside and ravaged the town, eating
more than a third of the citizens before they were killed. Their bodies were
thrown into the bay, which remained polluted and devoid of marine life for
25 years thereafter. '

Naturally, when word of the disaster reached Foderkagg. everyone blamed
the shepherds. This precipitated the First Sheep-Herder’s War {(1466-1468),
the First Goat-Grazer's War (1469-1470), the Second Sheep-Herder's War
(14721478}, the First Pig-3Slopper’s War (1473), tne Third Sheep-Herder‘s
War (1478), the Second Goat-Grazer's War {(1478), the Third Goat-Grazer®s War
(1478-1479), the Fourth Sheep-Herder'’s War (1480), and several other wars in
Poderkagg. Life in the capital and the main cities, of course, continued as
before. In a situation in which sheep, pigs, and goats, as well as shephexrds.
goatherds, and pigherds, are being killed in great numbers, there would be
nlenty of mutton and bacon available, so long as one were not too particular
where it came {rom. '

Next: The Life and Times of Duchess Salome I,

and now, we run out of Hannibal in:
HOW TO GIVE CARTHAGINIANS A THOROUGH TROUNCING
Chapter 1T (The Second Punic War), Part IX: » o » ¢« o o » » o oAhrydd Pedant

Hannibal has been described_as a very even-tempered man who only became
really angry on three occasions.38 He was a recluse and loved being alone
with his elephants. He was not very tall, but looked quite imposing when
riding an elephant.,

A lot Sf people hated Hannibal: Livy calls him a scoundrel and & treach-
erous dogu3 Livy seldom agreed with Polybius, our Greek friend from Chap-
rer Lo William Morris notes several stories Livy tells are not noticed by
Polybius, which is not surprisinp, since Polybius died 67 years Before Livy
was born. A great many people compared Hanmnibal with Napo‘leona4 For in-
stance, read Vie d’Annibal, by Napoleon. //We®ll finish Hannibal next issue.//

38Rerember when he crucified the guide. That wasn’t one of those occa-
sions. He was on'v a 1irtle angry then.

aéLivy is the one who Chinks faith and faithlessnesgs are synonyms.

““They were the same height. ..3q.



