21 January 1974

How did you know that
Edi Birsan was the
real murderer., Perry?

Vell, for one
ching . Della.
the victim was
scabbed in the
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CAUTION: The Surgeon-General is aghast that you would even consider
having anvihing to do with this obvious menace to the public healch, san-

“itution, sanity, and welfare. Now put it down and g0 wash your hands .
your mouth, and your brain with lye soap.

ALEO in this issue: Lucretia veturns! Russian sux}o;s put Lﬂe finge:
on Poderkage! SIAND-BY PLAYERS ARE NEEDEDS !} (see Page 7)

DAVE STAPLES NEEDS YOUR HELPSS ‘See Page 10, pleage.
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Diplomacy™. Subscryipcions are /51 {o: 152 eacn) une

til posial vates rise. Rack iisuss of 41. 45 50.7%

are avallable at 25¢ sach. There are no gare openings
wal ctand-by positions are avajilable in game 1973iK. Original arcicles, o=
“sy and short humor ivems are solicitved from che rcudership. The tight to
rd1t. 1n the interests of space, grammar. and sope low scandard of tasce. 1
reserved Co the Bditor. Blanket permission to reprinc any icem pranced in
“REHWON 15 hereby given to any postal Diploeacy editor. This permission 18
=uiject to only <wo requests-=first, that the original suther and source be
vyoperly credived; second, that a copy of the publicatioen carrywing che ig-
ariht be sent to me,

Tnis is Pandemonium Publication #531. edited and published by Rod Wal-
~ef, 3343 First Avemue, San Diego CA 92103. Telephone: (714) 282-4532.
~ *DIPLOMACY 1s a regiatered trademark for a game invenced by £1%an &
“alnamex and copyrighc by Games Research. inc.
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ANNOUNCENENTS

4. BIG BROTHER NUMBER 1 has just beea published by me. and chis ‘zipe

i1l vontimie for a shorc while. If¢ contains the gase 1972F0. which was vo-
~=d by the players our of the concrel of Charies Peinsel. The reasons {or
Strs are a bit complex. Reinsel was booiad out of g gome by the GM. and by

votz of the othexr players, for violations of ihe game’s rather special
cround-rules. He cthen demanded the players vesign in provesc.  When John
-syer refused to do so, Reinsel kicked him ouc ol 1972¥0, which Boyer was ap-
“aruncly in the process of winning. So che players voied to remove the gane
-t Reinsel’s contreol. Conrad vonlieczke, Ombuadsman of the IDA, then placed
2 gome wich me as new €M, 1 would like uwo stand-by players for che game,
o will use the first ¢wo people who requesi this starus. You' 1l get my
ouse -Rules and che issues of BIG &c. gratis.

2o NEW HOUSE-RULES for my games have been published. They have been
=i out to my players, and will be senc to my yegular stand-bys. If anyoas
=& would like a copy. it is 15¢ or I can count ii{ as an issue on your sub.

3y NEW GAME NEEDS STAND-BYS. Game 19731K begins elsewhere in chis o=
. 1 need stand-by players for it. Therefore. the firsc 7 people ro send
- preference 1ist of countries will be vhe stand-by players for the gume
+. EREMWON 72, page 7, ivem 3., for a short stacemeat on what s/b players do.
rwons in excegg of 7 will be placed on a waiting lisc for s/b positions
4. VAR « Owing vo my former rather encyclopedic invezesi in Lrplo-

v vayiants, [Hve had a number of gquestions about what I intend to do on
s submect in EREHWON. Nothing. 1 don't have time to get imvolved in 21l
-pects of the hobby any more.

5. MAILING ggggsn On the outside mailing wrapper, or envelope, com:
Liming your copy of LBREHWON, there is a code to the leit of your name. It
. #s followst §:=77: subscription. ending with iasuc indicaced. Pe2l:

layer, and no, of seascns’® credit on hand. C: complimeniary copy- 5:
cade copy., 82 or I!: Sample copy, would you like rto: {sub or trade)}’

&,  PROPHETIC ORDERS., Since these are in @y HRs, I bad becter explain
v4t I have, loathe, and abominate them. I would never oin a game in whilh

oo e

.ry wepe required, neyer send in any where chey were woluntacsy. and pgver

I
psS
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yote for them. I believe thal they deprive a plarer of fivm sontrol of nis
position and are too cumbersome for him to deal with effectively. But Ifm
only the GM here. Prophetics do help the GM a lot, ard some players prefer
them. Therefore, 1 am giving the players a chance to use¢ them and chexeby
speed up the game and help me out some. But please don’t feel that I'm
trying to push prophetics off on you. Yech.

13__§§gg;§%g4%_9951§§_. it appears that some quescions need a bit more
explanation. ¢ DY The nusmbers:

1. This is in some ways a “trick” guestion. Without giving any-
thing away, let me say that the most obvious answer is not the rigni cone.
7. I have in mind some relatively unusual fact. ,
10, I do not mean any living Mr, Dick. He"s dead or fictional.

8 _ABOUT THAT OTHER_CONTEST. Oh, yeah...In #71 T ran a contest dealing
with the map on page 1. 1 received no right answers.  The error is this:
between Albania and Montenegro there is a small picce of territory which was
directly administered by Italy; I neglected o draw in the boundary. The
most commonly puessed "error' was that piece of territory between Turkey and
Bulgaria. That was a piece of Greece not awarded to Bulgaria in 1940, and
which was designed as a potential bride co Turkey for joining the Axis. LIt
was directly administered by Germany.

9. _TELEPHONE CALLS; My roommate, Frank, Knows nothing about this gane.
and cares 1e€ss. you call and get him, I suppose you can spesk very slov-
iy and spell out the names of the gpaces. I can’t guarantee his accuracy,
however. Better use the postal system when possible.

10. INSURANCE. Game 1973 IK is insured through the IDA:. Isn’t that
thrilling

1ls  NEW HOUSE-RULE. In conformance with comments made later this ls-
sue,; the following new HR is adopied. and added ve the 1 Jan 74 HRs:

w THE VON METZKE CKBALL SYSTEM. 1if any player is dropped from
the game due tO non-receipt o% orders, of’?ésignatignpwighout notiggeta the
GM under HR 24, he will be Hackballed. He will not be allowed to jorn any
game I GM for a period of 1 year from the date of his éraqu Any player

lackballed by any other GM under the vonMetzke system will likewise not be
allowed ro play in any game 1 GM for a period of 1 year from the date of his
being blackballed.®
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THE ASSASSINATION SWEEPSTAKES

¥hen Spiro Agnew resigned the Vice=Presidency. a thrill of hope swept
through the country. Now that Gerald Ford has been elected to thac vacanc
office, the last obstacle to a monumental and probably inevicable eveni has
been removed. At last somebody can shoot Richard Nixon.

While 1 do not advocate bumping Nixon off, andwhile I would not do it
myself (I1°m a lousy shot; I might miss), I°m sure there’s some dedicated
sharpshoeter out there who is getting ready. The rest of us can only wish
him good luck. . ' :

Unlike ducks, or quail, Presidenis do nol go out of season. We there-
fore cannot tell with any precision when some lucky devil will get to blow
Tricky Dick®s brains out., (Well, put a bulle: in his head: whecher any
brains come out &t a resuit is wild coniecture.) And thereby hangs a gion=
vy conteste
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I‘am planting o hold an Assascs:nacici: Sweaepstakes. In chis conzest
TheroenTranis will cry To guess che exaci dace and cime when g convemporury
i Wilkes Boeih will do his patriocic ducy. [ ching chat would be Siogu -
caely exstiing.

The only thing 1 don’t know 1s whether the entrancs would come in fyes
st 1711 just offer a small prize te the one who has the closest puess. o)
mether each entrani should send in a small fee and the winner coliecis the
e 1 suspect that the lacvcer method is against the law someshow. so maybs
2 will do 1t the other way.- I would approciabe some ideas. Mut send chem
(0 guickly. Otherwise it might be too lace.

Recent events in Spain also leave some doubi as o the methncd oif gei-
Sy AT done--i.e.: whether somebody will shoot Nixon or blow him up. so wo
ouid have a smgll bonus for the winner if he guesses the correct meibod.
~t could even have a bonus for guessing location--you Kpow, "Professor Plum,
.t the Conservatory. with a Rope'...that soivc of (hing?

By the way. it i1s nou fais to give me a dace and time and chen go out
it ghool Nixon. That is cneaiing. So T will have a ruwlo that the accual
«%5assin 15 not eligible to win the Sweepsiakes.

(1 just know that somebody will disapprove of this. 'Waat.” he will
k. has this gov to do with Diplomacy???” Well, disapproving person. ¥
wive an answer for thate. Pleasse remembei when oul ga®e is sugposed to he
Cakaing place. And what event was 1L chat scarted World War 17 Righi....
i trust this takes care of any possible objection.}
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HOMES FOR THE ORPHANS

1 guess I have been on beth ends of (his stick. I ook over & number of
scphaned games and scarced up the Crphan Games Project. [ then orphaned my
«ti games (gnd che Projectc), which were placed by Coacad vonlievzke. I have
~ome full ecirclie now and have restarced a sort of semi~orphan of my own il
.skern a game orphaned by votve of its players from BIG BROTHER., [ doa’t know

o

¥ chat makes me an expert. but at least you can say that you are gecting
‘ameching scraight from the horse’s...um,. ...

Anyway, Edi Birsan has come up with a really good suggestion about or=
snan games and new publishers. I don't believe this is an entirely new idea.
poat That is immaterial. Ic¢ has never been presenced this way beiore, and i
~maid like to discuss it with some elaborakions of my own.

We huave two big problems in this hobby, and chey are interralated. On2

5 the large number of games abandoned by their GMs and tThe small number of
iaces in which to put them. The other is the many people who sivart up
zines, £ill games. and then discover they don’'t like it ox camt cul iu angd
S T

Edi's answer is simple and direct. Give the one problem to the cthe:
¢isblem., Thav is, let the newcomers cut Cheir teeth on orphans. ith tne
4 insurance gystem, or through the players, the new GM would at leasc re-
~2.ve the cost of subbing to his ‘zine, and he would have on2 or moie resdy~
.de pames in various stages of completicn. If he rans chem foo a while, as

t#asonnbly pood GM, then we know more abouc him and can recommend him to
iavers for new games.

i think this is one of the coolesc ideas I°ve ever hercd. It finds
anes for orphans and helps prevent the crealion of new ones. I can"t be-

(o convey my genuine enchusiasm for c¢his plan.
Of course, Ed.: phrased his suggestion is cautions iorss. as ! remembern .
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but I have never been kunown for my caution. 3¢ seems to me that an idea of
this merit really deserves to be pui into action. And itc can, il the IDA
and the individual Gamesmasiers acc in concert. My proposal is o make che
Birsan Plan virtually mandacory. '

Because of all the address lists which are published, and because pla-
yers are usually precty hungry for cew games, new and inexperienced CMs have
gseenmingly licrtle difficulty filling games. 1 do niet see any real way of
preventing that sort of thing, and it is exacerbaced by the fatt that prac-
tically every publisher who says anything at all sbout a new ‘zine will say
that it “looks premising”. You know...why hurt feelings?

However, within the limications of a free press; 1t séems 0o me Thav
new CMs can be strongly induced to undertake orphans.first, before organ-
izing new games. The way to do this is ©o ecscl some mildly megative sanc-
vions against those who don’t. It should be made known through all aviil~
able channels that an aspiiing GM is expecied €0 start cul with ong or more
orphans. Now that there igs financing for these increasingly, thac will ncc
be a(f%nancial hardship. He would apply to the Orphan CGames person for fuis
gam@(sjc

Well, what if he doesn’t? Quite simple~-the active Editors in ihe hob-
by are informed of this, and those who wish to colperate inform cheiyr read-
ers that so-and-so has refused to undercake his "apprenticeship™, so o
speak, and his games should be avoided because you might really get burnsd.
If this tide is scrong enough, Y cannot envision many new GMs trying ©o swim
against 1t. _

I realize this is coernion. I also realize that some GMs won't couper-
ate and will even try to counteract this effort., Unfortunately. conceried
action is probably noc possible. In a free and open hobby, that is the way
thirgs are., However, il most people voluntarily help with chis systor, and
if some central agency {perhaps through the IDA) can be found io colrdinaie
it, ve may eventually be successfiul in placing most of our orphan games with
the people who are most likely otherwise to make more orphans. If we can
break the vicious circle of orphans with a healing circle of apprenciceship:
it will be a major achievement toward getting the bugs out of this awfully
buggy hobby of ours.
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THE POETRY CORNER

Drivvael Quiverlips, whom you met zast issue. is still up to his 0ld
tricks, as well as several new ones (they‘re quite nice, as we have met sov -
eral). However, even he has his limitations and one must take some stories
with a grain of salt, The rumor that he impregnateéd the enigire roster of
contestants for the last Miss Universe contest is regarded as stricily un~
true. A similar rumor, regarding the Mr. Universc contesi, also seems lack
ing in veracity. However, there is a rumor regarding the entive passenger
list of a certain ocean lineres«e '

Anyway, the Poet Laureatve of Poderkagg has undsrtaken a special edicion
of Mother Goose for his adopted country. This will no doubt we very welcorc
in a country where at present the least suggestive children®s book is the
Izle of O« On the other hand, what do you do vwith the likes of:

Mary had a little lamb.

1ts fleece was shocking pink.

And when you see a lamb like that, ‘

It makes you stop and thinl, Oh. well.,.more later.
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- c@itd 1T came to pass in chose days thav the God =i Zﬁﬁfé s
- " - Al Wt N i
- Postal Diplomacy got off his dead ass and er2aced ZE ARG
THE GAMG Y N S—
"\T?:J\/ ‘}:? js’ f
. Game 1953TK wa:s announcec to the players in BREHWON P
“i% (a one=sheet issue of soxis which is of no imporance) P

s 15 December 1973, The country preference lists and |
malkdd and addresses are indicated belowa. As you caa a ff"?}
=2 1 had a problem assigning Austria, and could do (\“mwf’

vy better than Sth choice on that one.

¢ & v [ g A i AUSTRIA David Scoct, 2113 Chapning., ¥e, Heary. I don't

Apt. A, Barkeley CA 94704. W??L [Ws kncg how many
¢ B ¢t g i a ENGLAND Ronald Kelly. 225 SE Virginia ?ggng“Y?uwbqll?d L
Ave., #210, Washington DC Hiliie you wece in Ca.o
- 20003, Loy Waat I wani to
© ¢ a g ¢ i FRANCE Viceor Ricci, efc David Ricoy, KROW i3, did you gou
' Bldg. 120, Jerusalem, Isragj. 94 a8: .
"I e & ¢ 1+ a GERMANY John McKeon. 88-00 Shore Front e 3
Pkwy., Rockaway NY 11693,
2Tt aev ITALY Walter Blank, 101 Summitv Ave.,

Eau Claire Wi 54701.

Y vepga i RUSSIA George Lowrance, 3722 Mary Monc,
San Aaconio TX 78217,

s @ ¢ g L 1 a TURKEY Greg Warden, 4305 Baluimore Ave.

Philadelphia PA 19104, C:;’Jv/i§“
e

Spripg 1901 As of the deadline, 18 Jamuary

374, and as of the day after, no crders were xe= You did, bat you touk
~&ived from France. Alcthough there has been con- some Di-Gel.....
sderable slowing of the foreign mails, I do no: Sighv...

:2nl 1T can delay the game on the premise that Vic’s

srders will be here “tomorrow’. However, I don‘t¢ like the idea of having
o Spring 1901 orders for France, and the stand«by syscem is not yet in
sneratione 1 am therefore using the scandard set of 501 orders used by
oarad vonMetzke in his games for this purpose, and I will be usking for
2ih orders for Fall. 1 have had some requests for s/ posiiicncs. and there
wave been 3 preference listse %;;gg;;g_gigggj one player anad France on 1sc.
faut is Capte Steven Brooks, 6901 E. Broadway, Apt. 233, Tucson AZ 85710
= 15 hereby the s/b for France and is asked vo submit Fall 190Z orders in
~awe Vic tails to write me again. The rest of the s/b playecs will be .-
seEned next issue. See below. '

SUSTRIA (Scoer)z: F Tri-Alb,. A Vie-Tri, A Bud-Ser.

s LA N {Kellg)s ¥ Lon-Eng, A Lpl-¥al, F Edi-Nth.

TRANCE {Racci Pagwggg, F Bre-Mid, A Mar-Spa.
ERMANY (McKeon)r: AK 1e-Den. A Ber-Kie., A_Mun<Bur.
iTaiy {BRiank):« A Ven-Pie, A Rom-Ven, F Nap-Ion.
FlS51A (Lowrance): F ScP(sc)-Bot, A War-Ukr, F Sev-Rum, A Mos-SiP.
TURKRY (Warden): F Ank-Con, A Con-Bul. A Smy H. _
FALL 1901 ORDERS are due on Friday. 153 February 1974. Please noic Dn-
id Seott’s corrzect address is 2118 Channing. You may send piophecic Wianler
407 builds, 1Y you wish, -
i che next page we have our ad for stand-by players and even coie
~raps releases. Starcing in 1902, T think we will do a sap oo And chen
here's Erie Verheidenc... '
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Yes,; indeed! We need scand-by players., por our policies ouilined in lasi
issue, page 7, item 3. ¥ am now rTequesting oanyoene who wishes to stand by

to send me a preference lisc of the 7 Grxeat Powers as soon as possible.

The first 7 will be assigned to the countries in 1973 ¥X,. and the rest will
be on a priority waiting list. 1 already have 3 lists. zo space 15 shovi
(these are: vonMetzke, Brooks, & Weirdmark). I¥ Brooks tukes over France.
that will leave 35 slots open. Please send you:n 1isis d@s Soonl 4s you cun.

. ?pd 1 may even be able to anncunce the s/b players beforve the sexi dond-
1@, :

e T o on e
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19731K -~ PRESS RELEASES

VENICE: King Walver, first of the Pizzaria Kings of ltaly. proudly
watched as Icaly's First Army set out to conquer Fiedaoni for the Ttalion
cause. As he reviewed his men in cheir brilliant ced & whive checked -
forms, from his infamous chain of pizza parlors. che King begun to have has
- doubts about declaring war on Piedmont justc because his pizza franchise had
been unsuccessful in Genona. “Well,” he mused. "maybe 1°ll at leasc be ablo
to claim one victory for Italy.” '

PALERMD (5 April 1901): Her Highness. Princess Lucretia of Predmonc
arrived today at the capital of Sicily., decermined to contimue her resiss
tance to “Fathead Walter", as she sweetly seferved co Traly's latesc King.
“Ihe Borgias have been around this game a lot longer than the Blancos,” she
gently screamed at repoxiers. her eyes pupping with ill=concealed rape. A
we will show him what he can do with his pepperoni! ... Well.” she sighed:
"we will 1if we can get it away from our broicher Cesare. who hus sort of the
same ideacnao®

Her Highness. the former Pope Joan IT of time line 1966C, received rc-
porters dressed in her usual couric rvegalia. fixst used at the New Vat:can
at Salona: white skirt and shoes, gold crucifix. and white-and-gold tiara.
After the interview Her Highness invited selected reporiers under che age
of 25 to a private audience, followed by the usual social whixl in a Yorg:a
capital, a High Holy Bingo Banquet and a Transubstancial Immaculate Oigy.

Mearwhile, war plans against “Fathead Walter' continue. The Siciliaa
Fleet sets sail tomorrow. Count Ritorno Vincitore. Her Highness’ Privuoe
Secretary and Ecumenical Pimp. will act as Grand Admiral aboauvd the flag-
ship, the S.S. Rapulsive, the most powerful seven-master afleoat. - Look our.
Rome § |

MOSCOW: And 1t came To pass that?white star appeared in he eust and
28 wa3d its ocustom since young star-hood, it declded to pass to choe west o
the soutch, or the north, or gas, or something. In any event. this white sui:
passed over the blackish sea and noted that it was without any little yellou
fish--or at least it dam sure beiter be empity of the little yella devils.
And the white star passed over Galicia and noted chat the trees had not yct
turned red, or at least they damn sure better not have. And che while stav
said, "That’s good.”

SEVASTOPOL: The Bussian government is pleased. and relieved. to an~
rounce The arrival of the First Imperial Garsage Scovw, the B.1.P. Tedidy
3war (what =1lse???) ir Rumanitan waters. The arducus jourasy all che way
feom tar-off Sevascopol vo far-away Rumanlis has so taxad the RA1.P,7.8:

it
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dloa 1s reliably reporied thav it will have o siay 0 port for quite a

wite for repaivs, cevelry. lewd dancing. orgving. nose-pickis’ . andg general
SR .

. NEU-GOMORRAH, PODERKAGG (6 April 1901): Madame Flossie, propiieeyix
{ riocaseland. one of the popular amucement parks in chis #7574 vacation
iy . greeced reporcers in a scate of excitemenc vodav, T can’i complaln
aear rhe influx of Russian sailors from Rumania--it's good business. Aad
iogodrye they like lewd dancing and revelry and orgving and like that.
“a¢ w good for business; tooes In fact, cthac ic business. Buc 2 pus.
ke g public appeal to our Russian customers (o cry vo concrel cheusalve:

Peo of our gixls don’t like having cheir noses picked,

NOVE SOROM. PODERKAGE (7 April 1%901): 7The national wireless codsy
aroied an appeal from Butch Cavendish, owner of the Boou and Snur. o pop-
a¢ leather bar in Poderkagg®s "change-of pace own. ' f don & ceadly caro
&L those Russian sailors do on their own,” stated Butch. smooching his eye
wadow, “but 1 wish they'd kecp cheir hands co chemselves, I1've had chires
snriaders outl wich nosebleeds alzeady This weell”

SASTRITIS (12 April 1901): Hewspapers here report a peculiar unsolved
cvseery a4t che Foderkaggian National Zoo. Dolesla. Codgesr . chief curacor i
«amalag teports that ever since the arvival of o contisgenc of Russisn sarl-
soan che capital ; 1 has not been necessary o clean oot che eaclosdres
w2ee the bulls are kepi. "1 mean.” noted His Excellcency, "what we usually
cve o clean up just isn’t chere these days. TU's uncanny. We would be
coszh happler 1T we didn®c have to treat ¢he bulisz for chironic nosebleed.

IR E AT F a‘ u
ERIC VERHE{DEW

We are poing o have a game review of 19731K. Our reviewer is goihg <
- kyi¢ Verheiden, a sortc of old friend of mine in the hobby and one whose
& thus far 1 have enjoyved.

Erie is 40, somewhat younger than most people who review games. but T
~i{ieye you will enjoyais fregﬁg vouthful viewpoint. He is currenily ai-
onding Portland State University, where he expecis to zeceive his BA in
Carbematles this year, Since he only graduated fronz High Scheol in 1971

sugzest we have ahighly intelligent young man on outr hands, so listen upe

Arnyvway, Eric has already written extensively in the itobby,. having hwad
rutished a dozen and more aviicles in soms of the mgjor “zines in the hob-
v, including HOOSIER ARCHIVES. IMPASSIBLE. GRAUSTARK : and so on. He s
“oereiritly rated among the 14 top players in the country in the Beyerlein
tawer Poll. At ay vequest, Eric has begun his dutfies as game reviewc: w:iil

snorc ardicle, which followse His column will appear wich the garma 1a
srore isaves. in mech the same fashion as the game review in HOUSIER ALCHIVES.
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BASIC PRINCIPLES OF DIPLOMACY
Eyric Verheiden
The key to successful diplomacy lies in dominating chnai of everyoae
shile s0ill proLeoving yous owa options. By accomplichipg the fomo:
o aasure First and foremost that you will be on aotacker racher thaw i
Lo nater and zevondly thac the alliance structure will 0o avronged so ds oo
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keep it that way. By accomplishing the lacter, you assuxe that you will bave
the necessary flexibility so as to explecit Chis advantuge inco a win when

the time comes.

Players actualla skilled enough to dominate and win games on a consis-
tent basis are few: Walt Buchanan comes to mind as one of the few, having
put together a string of five wins in a row with seeming ease, regardless of
the apparent strategic disadvantages of the countries he had to work with.
The rest of us may have to settle for something less than peviection. How
ever, even here, the same principles apply. By Kkeeplng two counuries
fighting that otherwise would be defeating you., you immeasu:-ably help ycur
own chances to survive and force a draw if not win, even in an inierior
pogition. By being prepared at a moment®s notice Lo reverse diretition and
ally with your former enemy to counter a larger threat, you again improve
vour chances to survive and stalemate the game if unsble to win.

On the offensive side, by avoiding overcom@icment of your fowces, ycu
not only make a stab against you look less attractive, but also put yeurself
in a posiilion to consider moves against likely locking turgevs, those weak
enough and unpopular enough so that the ceriain advantages cuiweigh the prob-
able disadvantages. In such situations, the degres of diplomatic influence
is often directly proportional to the ability to create such likely looking
targets, at a time when they are best able to be exploited.

For the purposes of analysis then, the powers to look for are the oneg
that everyone else seems to be moving away from, those which seem to be able
to expand significantly without arousing undue concern on the paris oi other
players, and those able to move decisively and effectively when opportuitie
ties to expand arise.

[Walker here. I knew somebody is going Lo say. “he makes it sound so
easy, but it isn®td We know that; but these are pringiples. In chess,
Eric would be saying, “Control the center of the beard”. 'That isn‘t easy:
either, but it’s a good principle of winning chess.] '
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NO, T DON'T SMOKE.. .TOBACCO.:.

Having hung agound the fringes of the drug scene for some time. I have
collected a number of random thoughts that I thought would make an incerest-
ing article. Specifically, I decided to mlk abour marijuans(maryiane; prass
weed [as in “righteous weed", meaning good grassj, &C. :

As with tobacco, tomatoes; and other novelties; an cnormous amouni of
superstition surrounds grass, and rare indeed is_the bird who understands 1¢C
either among its opponents or among its usexs. It has been variously touted
as a panacea and ag a concoctiop of Satan. It is neither.

I guess we should start bv observing that tobacco, alconel, aspivin,
and a number of other things many of us use every day are drugs, each in
its own way potentially dangerssand possibly addictive. I have even known

ople addicted to Coke., None of the known properties of grass is more wne
mical to man than those of some item or items presently legalized for humsn
consumption.

If this suggests o you that I believe poithhould be legalized. you aro
right. Government inspection would protect the consuler and governaend
taxarion would enrich the public coffers. And we weuld scop The excessive
expenditure and police effort on behalf of the worst case of windmill-tilirng
since Prohibition. , _ ' _ o ,

Well, what ig grazs? The road to ¥ell it ain't. Migvana 1t san‘c. Tt
is, basically, » simple little depressani. geatler and more subule than




LRERWON 73 _ page 10

L I I R R R R o PR " 'S AT e GR uw ke s — em Gl Cw s a2

STOP PRESS! Concag vonMetzke, editor of COSTAGUANA. has just informed
w2 that Dave Svaples,; Editor of THE RIGOT, has justc been rotally wiped ouc
vy Tire. This is a real tragedy, and Conrad has asked che Diplomacy world
‘v help Dave in his obviously greatc need. He is taking up o collectiocinr for
Dave, and 1s asking asbout two bucks, if you can spare ic. If you would like
¢ help, send a contribution to Dave, care of Ceonrad venMeozke. PO Box &,
»an Diego CA 92112, We return now to our ragularly scheduled arcicle.
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sivchols It is broad-spectrum, voluntarily selective. partly self-inductive,
s mildly sedative. It has no after-effects, although the effects may be
tn part re-induced within 24 hours or so cthrough mederate intake of alcohol.

There is a rumor that Grass heightens the senses, making them @wone acuie
and receptive. Bull. 4s a depressani. it dulls the senses. I¢ alse slows
vhe reflexes. chough not as badly ss alcohol; avoid like the plaguc anvone
who tells you he can drive safely when stoned. Any such person is a fool,
and den'i get in the same car with him under such civcwescances any aore chan
you would ride with a drunk.

. But grass has a property slcohol doeu not. Its effects can parcially
be broughr under voluntary concrol. That is, if you concenirate on your
neaging, you will hear normally. But because the "atatic" from your ocher
senees is muted and blecked. the efireis of the one sense you ars coneen-
tyacing on will be far more gpectgecular ¢ an usual. For ne this is pariic-
alarly true of hearing, and I can’t adequaly describe the effects oi Moog
2agie or something like Carmina Buraon on me when L'm sconed. But heiehu-
erned senses? Oh, puh-legse. Murv.

There iz a feeling To belng stoned. Ir’s 4 sort of tingling, especi-
#11ly about the head and fingers. "Having a buzz on" is a phrase asscciaced
#itth this feeling. Once you experiencs 1T, you can glways call it to mind,
afw! with the help of just & little grass, cause it Lo core into realiiy-.
This is why experienced "heads'" can get stened on go much less grass than
novices (80 far as I know, one do9s not build up a "tolersnce" to grass).
The drug obviously has some hypnotic qualities, but that would be expected
" in a depressant.

Being stoned is a quieting experience. You will have less will power.
nd £ind iv very difficult to make decisions. “Whatever'” is a word heard
~ommonly from people under the influence; as a response Co & question rae
¥rizing a “yes” or a "no'. For some, there is a growing element of gilli-
rw2dt ;. The ability to laugh at things which only & sub teen moron would or-
“inarily laugh at. This is perhaps the least attractive aspeci of the
Aeug. and shows a marked tendency to reduce your thinking processes to the
raeny-bopper level or lower. :

I anm heartily tired of all the scare-literature written about povu.
fhere is no scientific research worthy of the nape which has ever shown a
2onnection between the weed and cancer. birch defects; baldness, advanced
Avag addiction, or anything else. One would vhing that a generavion oi
reverish researen, lavishly financed by tobacco and alcohol companies and
sea-Protestsnt blue-noses would have turned up sopecbing. Maybe it would
nave If the world®s sloppiest methodology had not been used.

Of course it is posaible To abuse apgvihingz. The Surgeon General could
srobably frame up a case against mother’s milk if he worked at it. Bat
+Hen 1t comes down te cases, [ believe wé will find that che furor over
waEl juara 13 superstion:; not science. Let those who willy believe the wilch

wpevors.  As for me, I chink Y711 have a joinc.
SeEThiA



