; “WELL, NOW,* SAID THE GOOD FAIRY CF POSTAL DIFLOMACY, "WHAT CaAN WE DO FOR
% AMUSEMENT? WE POISONED PIGECNS IN THE TADK LAST WEEK, SO KOW WE CAN TYPE

l R_\s}—t 15 August 1974 m
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Yes, folks, this is yousr regorier, iy
Ivanhoe Pinkham, speaking to you

from the ruins of the Chicego Sher-
aton. Now, as we understand it, this
‘\\\g \\J§7' was the site of something called DipCon
IX. And about three hours ago, by accident,
Johti Boardman, Rod Walker, Walt Buchanan, John

Beshara, Len Lakofka, Bob Lipton, and Edi Birsan
were placed in the same Diplomacy gaf€ecsa
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WE WISH TO ANNOUNCE THAT IHE INTERFATIONAL DIPLOMACY AGSOCIATION, THE LIF-
LOMACY ASBSOCIATION, SAMES RESEARCH. BUDDY h”irTCh. ﬁ&u CHARLES BRINCLEL, 4RU
ALL AGREED: 1THIS IS TR MOST PORING ISSUE OF SRUHYVON VAR PURLISHELN .
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This is EREHWON, & semi<demi-pseudo-pessibly monthly Sournal of postal
Diplomgey snd other Pulizer Frizme noninaticens.  Subseriptings are 6781,

ox ag¢ i Copy. there are no game openings. Origlinel articles, poeas, and
short humor items are solicived. The right to edit, in the interests of
3pace, grammar, paximum effect, and.some very low standazd of “taste", is
reserved to the Editor. Blanke§ permission to reprinc any item in EREHWON
i$ hereby pgiven to any postal Diplomacy editer, subject to {wo requesnts:
first, that the original author and source be properly credited: second ;
that a copy of the publication carrying the reprint be sent to Lo.

All subscription rates and other prices quoted are in  SUS oniy, in cosh
(check or money ordex preferably) or postage stamps (US}, B ]
available: 40, 41, 45, 50-78; rates on request.

This is Pandemcnium Publication #5486, edived by Rod Wolkor, 4069 Jnendoy
St.. San Diego Ca 92103, Telephone: (714) 298-1523.

DIFLOMACY is a registered trademack for the pare invenied by Abloan B, Cale
namer and copyright by Gamss Researcn, Inc., 500 Harrison, Bosron %4 02719,

DINEICON!
On Sunday, 25 August 1974, a bunch of Californi
zether in West L.ds to eugage in our Hivorice OF sacdo-ms ;
havier. The event is from 10am vto 4pm {or so) at Holmby Park, 601 Club

View Drive, in L.A. Feod {lunch) is availsble for 31 ¢ hen avalb :
(1 4 18 availeble ITer 3oL & head, payable in
advance to Paul Boozer, Box 24872, LA CA 20024, Fou further ifd, onclose

a SSAE, or call Peter Shamray at (213) 474-8121., %his in now Tormallw
billed as & "Diplomacy Barbegud, which has less to do with the food as the
fate of those wno attend. However, it is obvious thait vhe orisinal rame .
DinkiCon, was far superior. I therefore dub it DinkiCone-I, in ihe nopes
that we will have more of these things. (For those who might be curicus.
,me and_i will be there, and we’re dragging the infamous Conrad von Metzice
atong with us, 1 am going to GM some game or other, and Jim is going to
play. and Conrad is going to stand around ang absguatulate.)
RATING SYSTEMS:
A Conspecius
Rating svstems are the thing these days, yes sir! And Just to shouw
you how in they are, your faithful Editor has compiled one {his Thivd in
all these vears) and has sent the resulits off to DIFLOMACY WORLD- -uharo
they will shortly see the light of day. Aren’t you tihrilled?
nd
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e
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Anyway, I thought I would say a few things about ruting systens
discugs the ones which are currently avallable. I'm sure vou're all i
ribly interested in this arcane subject, bOt:sa-»

e
)

]
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A lot of systems have dropped hy the wayside. Two of mine. Reineglis
BIG BROTHER system, the first ever proposed. The various versions of the
GRAUSTARK center-year system. And others less well-Knowii,

Comparing rating systems is rather hard, becausc euch of them apsrates
on different premises, and even includes a somewhat different set of gaves,
However, what I would like to do here is to look at each active sysiten
briefly and show scme of its results, faulis, and sroblems in cach.

Traditionally, the top players are frequently divided into “ho:
of 7 plavers each ("top board" and so on}, altihough this is nov dorx
mich these days. However, I am golng to look at the oy 21 mmres (5
hoards) in each systen, as well as the ccunvoy wunkings’

irgs’’
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The Calbabsr Point Counsy. If simeliciiy 15 a vizuag, hiopo
timate in virtue, There is cng point per gake. The winney gets
the pame is drawn, the point ig divided amcng those in the draw in equ
portions. Points are then totaied. Pericd, ¢nd of savstam.

Now, while the system is simple, it also lacks sophistication. 1t
operates on the theory that the only thing that counits in this game is
victory (obtaining it or denving it to others). I have discussed before,
here and elsewhere, the logical failings of this point of view. It scems
to me that a system which cannot credit various levels of performance is
too obtuse as a meuasuring instrument. Furthermore, the CPC cunpot distin-
guish between a player who has completed 6 games and won all of {hem, a
player who has completed 12 games and won 6, and a player who has completed
100 games including 12 2-way draws and no wins, Each receiwves 6.000 on
that system,

Finally,; the system as presently run has an adninistracive weghkness.
When Walt Buchanan published his criteria for inclusion, a lot of exclu-
sions were made which I feel ar2 unwise. One of these criteria involves
alleged unethical practices in games, but this is so difficult to prove
as to render that criterion non-operative in msny csses. Une case in
point is 1970E, excluded by Walt owing to alleged hupky-panky by Joan
Beshara, the pame’s winner. The only thing for which there is any solig
evidence is that the GM, John Bosrdman, allowed & highly experienced playe:
to take a replacement position in a game driginally cpen only to relative
novices. That does not seem & grievous fault, and if we are going to dump
games for trivia of this sori, why bother with ratings at aily

Hopefully, if we can get the Postal Diplomacy PBating Commizsion off
its dead ass, the raters themeelves can negotiate the question of incliusion
and achieve some greater uniformity and rationality in theilr criteria. The
PDRC has heen moribund for yesrs under two or three different Chailrmen {(in-
cluding myself at one time), bui maybe this year....

' The last CPC update appesred in DIPLOMACY WORLD #1, covering 329 com-
leted games. The rankings were then as follews, for 7 Great Povers and
51 players (excluding 4 whom 1 believe were inauctive when the list was

published): 5.333 Tom Ellexw

5

Fad)

63.733 RUSSIA 10,450 Doug Beyerlein §1 4.783 Len Lakoefka
51.167 ENGLAND 8,333 John Smythe 4.250 John Koning
48.883 TURKEY 7.500 Brenton VerHoeg _Jeff Powver
47,850 FRANCE 6.200 John Beshara 4,167 Mike Goldstein
42,967 GERMANY - Lewis Pulsipher}i 4.0080 RBuddy Tretcick
41,950 AUSTRIA 6,167 Hal Naus 3.950 Conrad vop Metzke
32.450 ITALY 6.000 Walt Buchanan : 3,700 Pete Rosamilia
12.950 Edi Birsan 5.500 Randy Bytwerk § 3.367 Rod Walke:r

11517 Andy Phillips Mike Rocamora [ 3.200 Dpave Lebling

The Averaged Calhamer Point Count. This was first proposed by grent
Ver Ploeg in HUOSIER ARCHIVES #45, and maintained Dy him in his PLATYPUS
PIE for some time. A similar proposal may have heen made by Dick Millex
in WAZIR #4, although I don't have aeccess to a copy te check that one oul.

Anyway, the system simgiy divides the CPC total by the number of pare:
the player has completed. 1u system suffers from the sare ssrious weak-
nesses as the CPC, althcough 1iv has the distipet advantage of being aver-
aged so that players don®t sinply sccumuiate points. 1¢ is thus @ betivex
measure of performsnce than the CPC.

The ACPO has recenily beer revived by the Diplomsoy fSssociation, al-
though none of the oripinal sources arse given cradit in TDA's aonouncomenc
and the name has been chmnged o~ "A Rating Survevy ., Two chaneces aro




EREHWON 7¢ nage 4

apnarent from VYer Ploeg’s original. Figssi, the zames incluided w:oe inde-
pendently determined, rather than drowing vhe resulis dizsetly fron the
rublished CPC list. J3ccond, the score is mulitlplied by 1000 and {(I'm
quoting from the DA's announcerent) “the resultant score is similar o a
batting average in basebyll”-«or would be if batting averages were computed
solely on the basis of home runs. 7TPA’s announcomeni alszo asservis that
Yall the games of the nmujor rating lists sare ineluded in tuls survey," bul
a list of the games rated has not been published, so it is impessible to
verify this statement; I hope we may see such & list soon {plus a stavo-
ment as to which rating systems the DA considers “majoxr’).

Another basic question about this systen is.who compiled it? In CAL-
IFORNIpA REPORTS, John Beshary is quoted as denying he dld it and that 1o
was done Ly a body of unknown composition called the D4 Ratings CUommis-~
sions. A published anncuncement by the DA statos that g ! 3
Chairman of their “International Ruvings Commission”, which 1 prosume to
be the same body. It seems to me that thoss whe did the woerk deserve che
credit, and the public has a right =0 knew whoe is invelved here. Lkiforc
on my part to elieit & public stacvemenc nave pe: with firgm refusal. Thi
1s most unfortunate, and is a part of TLA's upparent policy of keeping
most of 1ts operation under wraps {about which 1 will have more to sav
later). I see no purpose in keeping the names of those wno worked onthis
system a secret. nor in fsiling to goknowiedse that 1t is not completely
oririnals 1 hope these omissions can be apsnded ilater by the Do

Below are the results of the {iret twoe ACPC lists published by Thi.
The first includes an unknown number of gawes; the second, 387. Countries
are not computed, only playvers. Onlv 20 names arve given, so § can't give
vou 21. Players are not included who have noi been active in a game in
the past year (which explains the omission of my nuame. by the ways a rough
caleoulation suggests 1°d dobout 210}, Players are not included who huve
completed fewer than 7 games (which explains the omission of Walt Buchanan,
who has completed only 6 games, winning yllt of them, and whoge score would
be an astounding 1000 otherwise). I have to sgueeze the columns to; ether,
so the numbers indicates: l--Score, Z--CGames won, 3--Foints {(computed as
under CPC), 4--Games Played (i.e., counted in the syotenm). Ine first THA
ACPC 1ist ("rating survey™) is on your lefi.

1o Verueiden is

1 Name 2 3 ame 02 _ 3 . &
735 Mike Rocamora 5 B.500 Brenton VYer Pleoeg & 8.500 11
750 Brenton Ver Ploeg 7 7.500 Mike Rocamora & 6.500 9
683 John Beshara 8 8.200 Johi Beshara g 6.200 12
533 Thomas Eller 5 5.333 Thomas Eller 5 5.333 10
500 Randy Bytwerk 5 5.500 Pater Rosamilia 2 3,700 7
498 Doug Beyerlein 10 10.450 Lewlis Pulsiphex 6 7.200 14
477 lewis Pulesipher 5 6,200 Doug Beyerlein 10 14,450 21
444 Monte Zelazny 4 4,000 Rendy Bytwerk 3 3.500 12
397 Andy Phillips 9 11.517 Monte Zelazny 4 4,000 9
386 Jeff Power 4 4,250 Andy Phillips 9 11.517 29
362 .John Smythe 8 8.333 Jetff Power 4 4,250 11
281 Len Lakofka 4 4,783 John Smythe B 8,333 24
280 Gene Prosnitz 6 6.450 Len Lakofka 5 5,783 2§
268 Edi Birvssn 12 13.150 Gene Prosnliz 5 &.450 22
212 Dan Barrows 1 1.700 Edi Birsan 12 13.150 51
193 John Koning 4 4,250 Dun Barrows L1700 9
185 Buddy Tretick 5 5,000 Zal Waus 4 7,18 740
175 Hal Naus Lo 767 Lavey Poayys 2295/ 18
Y73 larry Pesry ALY 220D “f

iy bigdd S A T
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pectively, and & copy of the first was ferwarded to me by Jonn Beshara sev-
eral weeks ago. The first list also appeared in EL CONQUISTADOR 11, and
probably some other places--MIXUMAXU GAZETIE I believe, und probavly in
GRAUSTAKK. although the latter has all but ceased to be ua Diplomacy *zine.
'And in case anyone is interested, I am now an active playe:r (Germany
in COSTAGUANA®s 1973EG)(a position I wouldn't wish éven on Andy Phillips).

&) tin igts This wuas Tfirst designed by John McCullum, who
maintained it for a while. It then passed to PDoug Beyerlein, who maintains
1t in CALIFORNIA REPORTS, and & detailed discussion oi the systen can be
found in WASHINGTON REPORTS ##5 & 8.

Yagically, the svstem works in thisway: a new player starts out with
600 points. When he wins, he gains points from the otner players; when he
does not win, he ioses points to rhe winner. The number of points thus
exchanged in each completed game depends on how many points each of the
players has when the game ends. The bucic gain/loss is 50, but there are
811 sorts of handicaps and whatnot, and I refer the reader to the sources
mentioned above, as well as to DIPLOMACY WORLD #3, where the latest print
out of the system is to be found.

The chief disadvantage of this system is the same ag the CPC--it con-
siders wins only. However, because it is Zero-sum, it dcesn’t need to be
averuaged, and it does take into account the Jdiffering performances of the
players--gso that a4 player has to beat good players in order to get very
many points. It is also hard to tell whit games ure being rated. Al-
though Doug updetes by game, he does not provide a single list of games in
the system, and I think it would be nice ro know. :

The ODD system lists everybody in alfl: order, but also the “Top 60"

by rank, as well as the "Over 1000 Club", which gives the high-water mark

of those who have made it over 1000, (Hmmm...my own high-water mark seems
to be 1238, below Ver Ploeg. Rocamora, Turner, Beyerlein, ULller, Pulsipher.
and Buchanan. Not too shabby. But now, of course, it g....) _

Doug 1lists by asterix (*) players he believes to be inactive and-- .
amazingly--indicates me as active., I am goling to leave out the players he
has marked, except John Beshara, who is still active in the hobby. although
not as a player. Score is to the player’s left. No country ratings.

1335 Michael Rocamoraly 1132 Andy Phillips f§ 1043 Michael Grayn

1276 Lew Pulsipher 1085 Randy Bytwerk ] 1039 Tim Tilson
1249 walt Buchanan 1067 Ted Holcombe |} 997 Ceorge Lowrance
1228 Doug Beyerlein 1064 Lee Childs 959 Len Lukofka
1222 Tom Eller 1062 Rod Walker 952 Peter Ansoff
1217 John Besharsa 1052 John Boyer - _ Allan Calhamer

1154 Pete_Rosamilia 1050 Jeff Povwer 947 Ed'ﬁﬁlle '

‘ $h§33%392§§~§§l&%§§’ This iz Len Lakofka‘®s relatively new systenr,
announc n a late IER ARCHIVES. The latest print-outl, with the rulec
and everything, is in DIPLOMACY WORLD #2. - s : : ~
This is a pretty complex system. The basis of it is that survivors

et 5 points per supply center held, and those who win get 120 more points
%or those who draw eplit the suid 170 points). Those who are eliminated
lose points based on how long they lasted. (Although now the way you,
probably thinks the longer you survive, the more you loses Yeeeeshil)
There are also a lot of provislons for repliucements, including the concept
of "corrected ganes”, whiech means bagicdlly giving’ & replucement credit
only for the amount of time he actually played the country-. There are also
19 (count ‘em, nineteen) rules on the basis of which a game isg excluded

from the ratings, in whole or in parte
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che giners. towover, 1 would wwhoebn D Lon oL niVohu e owlie

waris on what games he won'v rate.  Sciil, ve anclades s cownplote list of
pames he includes & excludes, which iz grest. Ze dows not rate 37 pames
which I do (see below on my system--surprisel), but I don’t rate 16 games
e does. We'lre pgoing to talk abour these 53 games; it would appear thau
most (or all) raters would like to get closar in terms of the base of
zames we all rate-

in the list below, we start with counctries. Columns are: W -% wing;
D==## draws; Se-# survivals, E~-# eliminations. For the players, the col-
umns are: ¥--f of games rated; C#--corvected gumess Players believad by
e to be inactive arcdiminated. I don®t Know my own score, sines Lon has
aot published it, and I have no way of estimating. Included are 343 pames

bl "L

Lountry .Lg%c D 5. B _ HNsme. . Seoxe ¥ C¥__
ENGLAND 17,139 ”g'z? 50 124 127 %Lc Rack 136.38 & T3.37
RUSSTIA 17,051 57 32 96 150 I Randy Bytwerk  156.36 11 11.00
TURKEY 16,294 38 47 135 125 ¥ .John leshara 153.80 11 5.81
FRANCE 14,436 37 43 138 127 Te:d Holcombe 119.867 3 3.06
GERMANY 11,282 36 37 101 171 HElliot Lipsen 116.56 & 3.81
ITALY 9,271 2& 32 128 1539 dDoug Beyerlein 116.49 35 21.01
AUBTRIA 8,629 33 29 & 2ul gjjch& Sievihe 112.36 30 21.00

i Lew Pulsipher 112.54 12 11.34
Name %gore - # . Cc#_ Hlen Lakofza 112.06 20 15.67
Michael Grayn . T3 T3TU0 R Tim Tilson 108.67 5 3.00
Walt Buchanan 262.93 b 5.5 % Pote Resamilia 164,03 12 345
Bruce Kindlg 213.87 4 3754 John Leeder 94,064 '3 4 .70
Brent VerPloeg 207.50 10 10,008 Lee Chilge 6.8 153 8,07
Mike Rocamora 200,89 6 5.,6Z§ Jeff Power 86,29 16 12.91
Tom Eller 162.65 12 9,21 gHugh Anderson 86,10 4 3.54

By the way, I owe Len an apelogy, salthough he doesn’t know it. When
I first saw that set of criteria for not rating games, I said to a couple
of people that 1’d bet Len was thereby excluding a bunch of gamresy in which
ne did poorly. 1°d have lost that bet. There are 53 pames which one of us
rates that the other deoesn’t (see above). Of those, cnly 1 {(one), 1970C,
is a game in which Len played. So much for jumping to conclusicong....

Barren & Meenrce Barime, Sysrem ‘

The STARS & BARS Svstem. DIPLOMACY WORLD ¢4 will carry, complete with
print-out of the results, & new rating system. It is my littls contribu-
tion to this mess. The print-out includes resulis from 405 ganmes.

The bausis of the systemr is simple. A player who is climinatced has
lost and gets nothing. Lach survivor gets 1 point per supply center he
owns. No other points are assipgned. Points are then totalkled and divided
by the number of games. This result is divided by 18 and the guotient icg
miltiplied by 1000 to give a resuli gimilar to a batting average.

%here are some provisions for replacement players, basicafly that the
pame doesn't count unless you play 3 pame-years or more and have 6 or more
centers at the end. You can read the rest in DW. Oh-c<the game winner al-
ways gets 18 points, regardless of how many centers he actually owns, The
highest possible score is therefore 1000.0. Players are only included in
the system when they have completed 35 rateable games or moXe.

ny listing in includes everybody, active or_not. 1Ihe 21 names be-
low are believed by me to be active  in the hobby. In the country listings

the two columns are, to the left, score, and to the right. total points.
In the player listings we have score, name, and then & composite Iigure
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which looks like this: 100/20. Taat means that in 20 ceonxpleted games the
player has accumulated 100 points. QX, here we go!

oo T 734,1 John Beshara 185/14
315,12 ENGLAND 2297 677.8 Andy Phillips 305/25
312.,2 TURKEY 2276 666.7 Mark Tonneson 712/6
287.2 RUSSIA 2094 631.9 Lew Pulsipher 182/16
283.9 FRANCE 2070 622,2 Peter Ansoff 56/5
240,9 GERMANY 1756 600,0 Arn Vagis S4/5
221.9 ITALY 1618 572.2 Lee Childs 62/6
191.4 AUSTRIA 1557 568.2 Doug Beyerlein 225422
: 537.0 Don Berman 87/9
1000.0 walt Buchanan 14446 534.7 Pete Rosamilia 7778
916.7 Mike Rocamora 132/8 523.8 Dan Barrows 66/7
811.0 Bruce Kindi 73/3 312.1 Rod Walker 212/23
796.3 Brent Ver P%oeg 172712 509.3 Streve lirooks 55/6
783,.3 Tom Eller 1461/10 H 504.6 Jeff Power 109712
754 .6 Randy Bytwerk 163/12 N 483.0 Hal Nous 313/36

Looking back over these results, we can see several things. First.
the Great Powers are in the same slots they have always bezen in--England.
Russia, and Turkey on top, France uand Germany in the middle, and Austria
and Italy in the cellar. Among the players, many of the same names crop
up over and over again, but thers are also new ones, and the plucement of
the names varies.

I have omitted the Beyerlien Player Poll because it is nrot a rating
system in the same sense the others are, and the moat recent poll has not
yet been published. To some extent, this is a sort of popularity contest
-=it determines who has reputation, more than accomplishment per se. bBut
it is important to know who are known as good players, and thls poll is
an invaluable guide.,

And on top of all this I have a rating syctem design published in
three other ‘zines (hoping to find a curator for it}, Furthermore, THE
POCKET ARMENIAN #3 has just arrived, and in it is an interesting systenm
design by Mike Honig. I°'m anxious to see the print-out of calculations,
if things ever reach that stage. '

There. Wasn’t that fup?
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ANNOUNCEMENTS

1, KEY’S GAMES. I don‘t ordinarily advertise games, but there are
two I believe deserve a lot of attention. After John Koning's death, Jeff
Key revived , giving up his own THE VCICE and other ‘zines to do it.
Jeff hus a regular game open, the price for which is merely a paid-up su§
during the game., Even more important, a section of the pew Wur of the Ripgs
Diplomacy pame is now open, with only 3 slots left. Jefi is, I think, the
big name in this field these days, and & chance to play in tThis game 13
not to be lightlv overlooked. As an added inducement, I am actually going
to play in this turkey. And write press releuses, mostly. Interested
parties should write Jeff Key, 6918 Nw 78th Texrr., Kansas City MO 64152,

10 . Effective immediately. EREHWON is not par-
ticularly anxious to accept new subscriptions. If somebody reglly wants
one, we'll talk about it, Those who alreuady subscribe are, ol course,

woleome to ren@w, The bip news is that effective 1 September 1974. the
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ORI S Gosrariad DL LIUTONO L 0 Dogiian ohoness .
ﬂLdnLﬁ Was unﬁoub enlu Lh m i ‘~Dcfi01”ry of The switeh in allian-
ces. but it is still fax f;on oles SEJLIH? The Freach have essentialiy
lost twe years, which, considering the speed at which this gume is pro-
gressing, may be difficult to make up. In particular, it is reasonable
assume that the Italians will be rather upset at tds latest turn of events
and will certainly attempt to hold up the French southern offensive, if not

Ezj
"‘?

reverse it corpletelye. The English. ﬁlplowunv or no diplomucy, cannot be
forpotten eithery it is they wno will he gaining rmeost of the builds in th

north and it is they who will have a lot of fleeis wiuzh no place to go when
and if the north is securaed.

The kay te leng term éng10~} rench prospects lies in breaking the Russeo
Austrian-ltalian alliance. If ir can ue mncomp}isheug than presumably
thev should pe able to plek up 4t least sone of the pleces. 17 novt, a drav

rayy e in the offing.

Austria is still th@ dominant gowesr in the castorn allianee. which is
At s well for Austria. The pover in ti' middle of a typical threo-way
aliiance often runs inte eevta*n n,waluu es in tho nld-game. Goenerally.
fustria looks to ke in o pgood dedensive ﬁsx?Llow, with both alilises prece-
“3ﬂie6 on other fronts. Offens 1vr possitllivies, oxuept perhaps agalnst
imemgny , are somewhat dimmer. As _h Anglio-Frerch sliignce bebln ce press
on Rusgsia and ltaly, the difficuluy with a sied will be o agsure thut the
Yo 1ishh or the French do oot gain too mvch and vhe Augstrians teo littlec

Italy has been fo:zced on the defensive by the “r?:?ﬂ attuck: bot it

i

shiould not be anything that canrot Lﬂ uuﬂ <23 I8 %i nat leaving rmuch for
other fronts. Austrian assistance {in the form of « ”.Jﬂtd fleci) may be

in ordexrs

The English stab was definitely a boon To the Rugsiuns, since the Ane
glo-German attack was beginning to huri dadly. However, they ave not out
of the woods yet by any means; thore remiing a slighc cetreut problem with
Germany’s A War if it must be driven cut fﬂrcib Ly and St.Fetershurg probe
ably cannot be held indefinitely. However. with tl‘msyw ad justments, a good
defense is possible, if not nuch alse as wich the case of Ttaly.

As for the moves, there isg & number ol pos uLDTITLlya and there is also
the uncertain status of the Germans with the eastern alliance to consider.
This, combined with the greater than averase povential in this game for
surprises, makes Spring difficule to predici. However, giving it o oy

anywaye
TNG 5 F Edi-Nth, F Nt -idel, A Lon H. 4 Hol-Kie, ¥ Bar-ScPinc), ¥ Den-Swe S

by F Nuy.

Qrﬁé' F Bre-Mid, F Spai{sc)-Lyo 3 Ly F Wes, & Mar-Pie, A Bur-dan.

GER: A Mun S A Kie, A Pru-Ber, ¥ Swe- DPF 5 by 4 Kie, A War H.

ITA: A Ple-Mar, A Tri-Mun,; ¥ Ionmfyn S by F Tun.

RUSs A Mos-War, A StP H, F Bal-Bov, A Monvnnk 5 by F Blas

TUR: F Ank H.

AUS: F Aep-Smy, A Bul H § by A Ser: A Bah 8 TTA A Trl=tdun, 4 Sil & 4 Gal
S RUS A Mos-Wars
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CCNRAD VON METZKE WANYS EVERYBODY TU KNOW THAL CQQI4CU34A IS ALIVE. oND
WELL IN SAN imﬁcoa HE IS &IJ.LL AT. %09 1O N Ts,m 131 ‘mt.n;-}f 92:&3& .
RUMORS OF 115 MOVIN DEMI AND QTHER B W:x ks Qus TR
EVER TFUE"S 35’1& %“ ﬂ ¥ROT To i{’ )vﬁ‘*‘h‘ ’}*L’u WA e
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Eric Verhaiden

In the last analysis, it was noted That "German fortunes could stilil
reverse rather quickly”. Apparently those words were rather more prophetic
than I thought when I wrote them. For with the English stab, ;it secms up-
parent that rather than looking like a good possibility for second place,
Germany now looks like a good possibility for second out.

Actually, to offer some consolation to the Germans, I tend to believe
that the sudden revision in the western alliance structure was inspired
more by personal reasons than anything else. As it happens, I krnow thav in
one of my own games (1973AL in Duane Linstrom®'s DCOMAFLICKIES), Prooks anrd
Kelly are very strongly allied indeed. It is almost axiomatic in postal
Diplomacy (or if it isn°t, it should be) that when two players get into o
number of games together, they tend to ally with cne another generslly o
attack each other generally. This need not reflect a cross-game alliance
of any sort, but merely the simple fact that if someone gets along well
with you in one game, you are more inclined to aII{ with him in another and
conversely, if someone stabs you. you ure more inclined to return the conm-
pliment at the first opportunity. :

In an{ event, it cun be antlcipated that a considerable amound of dip-
lomacy will be conducted over the winter, upon the outcome of which will
hinge the immediate prospects for German survival. Offhand, I would not
say the¥ look too bright, althouﬁg the takeover of Russia by a skilled
player like Arn Vagts improves them somewhst, The firsc difficulty which
must be overcome by the germans is what might be called the “revenge fac-
tor"®, l.e., "after watching you stomp on me for so lorg, now 1°m going to
see you get yours", _

[Ooops; new paragraph--that lust sentence above goes here.| Fortun-
arely for the German, the mujor damage done was to Russia uand as mentioned
above, that country has a new player< The swng difficulty ias the fact that
Austria has too muny allles; with Turkey socn te be out of it an.-an ongo-
ing allince with Italy and Russia, if the Austrian allies with Germany
now, where is he to go? Thirdly, we have the "investment fuctor". '%gé
Austrian player and his Itallan ally have invested a. céertain smount.of time
and material to get into the position they fiow have against Germany. Under
the circumstances, a certain amount of “return on. investment' is to.be ex-
pected, a prospect which leaves the Germans squarely:caught. in the middle.
Finally, there is the simple question of what a functionihg Germany has. to
offer. Opposing the English und the French would be helpful, but moving
through Germany, the Austrians, Itulians, and Russians will shortly be in a
position to do that themselves. blioving voluntarily outl of Warsuw would re-
solve some problems, such us a potentially bothersome (but no more thon
that) retreat to Ukraima, but with that out of the wuy, the Germuns might
well find that they have “outlived their usefulness'. I wish the Germans
luck--they’1l need it. L R

Getting on to saying. a few words about the other countries:  kngland
pained some and lost some with its anti-German stab. It gained two iumme-
digte builds and most likely eventual control of northern Germuny and Scan-
dinavia, a new falthful ally in the French, and a cessation of -the impend-
ing Franco-]Italian attack on Enprland. Englind lost one faithful German al-
ly, a certain amount of time before France is developed to the point Ger-
many was previously, eusy access to the Mediterranean, and inevitubly a
certiin amount of diplomatic ecredibility. Whether kngland gained or lost
on balance remains to be seen, If the north crumbles before tihe kEnglish
onslaught and either encugh ardes are built to rove inland or penetrytion

into the Hediterrancan is achleved, cone wuy or another; then the gamble
will nove Lsen o rpood one:. 1f nn the other hand the north solxai?xesp in
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SUDSOLLEULON Sued Un Lillaned Wil oSN L e
lomacy ‘zines. - This applies to new subs und rénewuis, 20U aot o current
subs (sosry, gang)e. This means that if you edit a poscal Dippy ‘zine, and
w2 don’t have a trade apreement, you can sub at the leoever rate. For those
who are partc of a conglomerate publishing group, I'11 have o limit that
to one member of the group.

This is the first step in a plan I have for ERIHWON. In these days
when universal trade ugreemenits are not possible for most editorsz, and not
wiinted by sompe, communicatioh between editeors is falling off. But edivors
are the hackbone, the mortar; the center of the hobby. 1 am thercfore
looking into whether this gap might be filled.

One idea I have had is for EREHWON to come out rore frequently (pos-
gibly with fewer pages); say. once avery two weeks, It would gpick up itens
of general interest from other editors and pass them on, reprinting arti-
cles, announcements, and the like--or publizhing new suterial which any
editor would be welcome to reprint if he wiched. Hopeiully, by that time
the °zine would go to all editors (or nearly all) by trade or sub. {(This
would be confined to the US & Cuanada.) Editors who wanted me to publish
something could send it along, or point it out to me if I glready had it.

I am interested in any ideas you might have on this. It’as just a
sketchy plan nows I will meed help in filling i€ in. 1 know there i85 a
need for this sort of thing. How best can I structure it 8o gs to mee the
needs of the hobby? (I am probably going to try this on o modesi scale
first, working with all of the Califcrnia GMs, and will do some talking
about it at the DinkiCon.) Anyway, vour ideas would be such apnreciated!:
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“WiY, NO, OFFICER," SAID THE GOOD FAIRY OF EFOSTAL DIFLOMACY, “IT'S NOTHING
LIKE THAT. I AM MERELY INVITING THIS CHARMING YOUNG MAN HOME FOR A CUP OF
COFFEE. AND WHILE WE ARE THERE T WilLl S{HOW HIM MY ETCHINGS AND

e Gome

19731%: EASTERN POWERS SUSTAIN DOUBLE SHOUK .. «GERMAK OBSEQUY AND SMASHING
F. IN THE NORTH, AND FRENCH ONSLAUGHT IN THE SOUTH. SPHERES OF INFLU-

ENCE DEFINED IN FORMER OTTOMAN DOMAINS. RUSSIAN MARINES PaY SURPRISE VIS~

IT TO GERMAN CAPITAL.

Sn;;ggnéggég Stand-by players for the game are as follows: Austria,
Conrad von Metzke; Engiand, Robert Moshell; Frgnce, Mike Koscoli; Ger-

many, Bruce Schlickbernd; Italy, James Thomas; Russia, Tony Pandin. Ad-
dresses and preference lists were ?ublished in BESEROVIs 10, Genergl
stand-by, Stephen Hall. Ron Kelly'®s ZIP is now 20061. Cupt. Steven
Brooks is now at 4960-B Ave. C, Great Falls MT 59405. Tue Cerman zetreats
were submitted at a later date, but are printed with the adjudications.

AUSTRIA (Scott): A Gal S A 811, A Boh & A Sil S ITALIAN A Trl-Mun, A
Bul S RUSSIAN A Con {against Sultan’s harem?}, A Ser-Bud, ¥ Acg-5my.

ENGLAND (Kelly): A Lon H, ¥ Edi-Nth, F'DensBal. A Hol-Ruh, F Nih-MNuy.
F Nwy-StP{(nc) S by F Bar. _

FRANCE {(Brooks): F Bre-Mid, F Wes-Tun, F Spa(sc)-Lyo, & Bur S GERMAR
A Mun «~P1E g

GERFANY Keon): A Kie S A Mun, ¥ Swo $ ENGLISH F fen-Bal, A _Wazrs

Fiog, hat 2o .
A a 5 on=1Tyit, “§%l;ﬁgg‘ A Fie~Mar, F Tun-Wes,
RUSSIA (Vagts): F §§1wgie 9r R-Ber)., A _S:P lgoks longinelv st Nore
way, ?t/ (R-Iyn)(A StP R Lun. thatr is), ¥ Bla-Ank § by A Con.
%ﬁﬁ% Y F Aok /nf fdl.



