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MINATE OF MERCURY ARE PROBABLY PReFtRABLE 1IN THAT REGARD.
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As my readers know; I am not slow vo spealt out whan I feel sonething
is wrong. My willingness to greet alwmost any subject with an apen meuti
has esarned me o reputatrion in some gquarters of baing a partisan and feud-
oriented persoh...an undeserved reputatvion, I mighit adde

Anvway, to the extent that there is feuding and partizanship in the
hobby--~and there certeinly is<-I am nsking that it be put aside at least
long encugh to take hobby-wide action sgulnst postal Dipilomacy®s biggpest
and most determined blight.

As you know, or should know by now. postal Diylomacy®s annucal Cone
vention, DipCon IX, will be held in Baltrimore during July this year.
However, news is now out that Gordon Anderson is trying to crganize an uny
authorized “Dipfon IX" in conjunction with o business venture of his
called "Citex™.

For reasons indicarved below, 1 um asking thuat everyone in the o bbby
boycott the Chicago "Diplon” and the assovisted "Citex"s I am further
asking that you get everyene you know to do the sume, especially any bus-
iness firms which mipht otherwise be wasting thelr time and nmoney geuting
tnvolved with a losing proposition.

Ordinarily, just ignoring Anderson would seem to be enouph. The
real BipCon is in Halvimore. evervbody knows 1t, and that's where rhe
hobby is poing to get topether. However, I feel that more outspoken and
detevmined nepative action is necded. Over the pest few montns, Gordon
Anderson has been as much Benelit for the hobby as a hard froese does ©o
orange tree. A Yew for instances:

1. Twice in as many years ne has tried to dblockmgll the IDA into
making him their kditor despite the lant that the vast majority of the
memhers want nothing to do with him., Hz has lied. cheated, thredtened.
and bullzed in a vain effort to get something for nothing.

2. He has puaid off piplon debts (cash prizes fer Diplons VII and
VIII) wirh bad checks and/er flimey excuses. His latest trick in that
regard is a clumsy attempt to place the blame on none other than the gane'’s
inventor, Allan Calhamer. Nobody has been fooled. and the individuals
whomn Anderson has bilked are appurently golng To suss

3. Alchough nearly everybody in the hobby (nol including me, by the
way} wanted to start rotating the DipCen site, Anderson cried to stvop it
by the only methed he understunds {aprarencly), lying and bullying. He
pretended that he had applied for a trademark for "DipCon".-

&, Anderson has pdlizhed: the most unbelievable and scurrilous lies
about some of the best people in the hobby...inclading John voyer, Gil
Meiger, Edi Bilrsan, Allan Calhamer, Walt Buchanun, John Moot, and others.

tiis behavior is utterly antisocial, nepative, destructive, and sel-

fish, The hobby owes him & vote of "no confidence”. We have at our disg~
posal one powerful and effective weapon. 1 urge you te use ite

WA - i
o cotr Cimex-76
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[ There is no lack of
private ego-trips ("TDAY)
While it must be confessed
withoutr s doubt the only "

PUBRLTSLRY S HANDBOOK

rpanizations in the hobby. They are primarily
r useless ritle-mongering entities (“TIDA").
rhat the IDA has some internal problems, it is
: iplomucy associarion” of any description which
is trving to do something to better the hobby. Yet another example:|

The lonp-awaited Publisher's Handbeook is finally out?! It is $2.50
($2.00 ro IDA members) from Len Lakofka, 644 W. Briar Fl.. Chicapo IL 6U657.
I have some positive things. some negative things, and o definite thing to
sav about ire. The definite thing. is: buy & copy. by all means?

Len is, God krows, rot the world’s best writer or speller. 1 winced
when he said rhat most of the Handbock had o be written by himself be-
cause input was spottv from others. The final result was not the literary
Aisaster I had expected...it®s not bad at all. The best bit is in a secs
tion where Len advises everyone to brush up on grammar, spelling, syntuXg
and like rhat (without making & single error [um, a single majox error|
himself), and ends with a gquotation..."The pen, haveing [ﬁgg Writeseo' =
Oh, well,esees Len identifies the gquote as "anonymous", which it is, sort
of. Irs actually a misquote from the Rubivat..."The moving finger writes,
and having writ.froves on: nor all your piety nor witfcan cancel halfl &
1ine, /ror all vour tears wash out_a word of it."]

Quite frankly, this little {28 papges} booklet is the most informative
thing I've seen in the hobby. Lver. It may not tell you everything yocu
need ro know about publishing, but I cannot tell you anything 1t has left
out. AT $2.50 it’s o frigping bargain. The articles it contains are thor-
ouph, informative, and even interesting. The layout and presentation is
about as pood as I've seen anywhere in the hobby: it’s clear and readable,
not at all crowded or jumbled. Len has devoted a great deal of care to
making this a most presentable and worthwhile booklet. He has succeeded.
Hie has fewer t-an 300 copies svailable. 1 strongly supgpest vou get one
now. If pood work poes not unrcwarded, this will be a sell-out before the
end of summer.

IAMNOTATALLSUREISHOULDBEDOTINGANYLINEA RSEPARATORSINTHISISSUEIFICANTREADTHEM
NOTES ON THE GAME

‘ 1975CY is inm a sort of limbo at the moment. 1 have suddenly not heard
from some nf the plavers and there may be a number of replacenents neces-

sarv before the animal may continue. Next issue should be back to abnor-
mal, as unusuala ‘ '

HOWCANYOUBLSIDESTHISSORTO

GOK SLIKEHOWITY PLANYWAYANDIKEEPTRY INGTOSPACEWURDS

COUPLE UF REVIEWS
The Hiindenberg. I am not big on'disaster" movies (althouph I liked
*Egrrhquake” because the idea of L.A. flatter than a fritter really turns

me on). This one, however, is one of the best of the penre. For one
thing, it is based on a real event. For another. it has ua lot of the for-

ward thrust of # Greek trugedys..you Kpow the disaster is .olng to occurs
The susnenge builds up from a mystery element in the plota... is planni
to blow it up? I also leqgrned a hell of a lot about how the o d comnercia
diripibles operated. The dialogue and acting aren’t bad. The rovie has
been petring some bad reviews...apparently from people who expect every-
thinp to be a masterpiece on the order of "The Seventh Seal". wWell, I'm
S0rTy.s-t1is 1s a damn pood movies It is entertaining, informative, and

interesting, It is preat escapism and bitching nostalgﬁ?a What more can
vou ask %well, o cheaprer admiss_jion price, to sturtess
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Shordii. Tha in vhe moddle of
movineg modern work, ond Lip extremiy
sort of fantasy work: it 13 very roea
haran folbles in a wav that Tolkisn

e 1y powveriul and
s not the usual
dasling with
Ilikeitilikeltl]
APARTANDTHENHAVETOGOBACKANDCORREC T  LET TERSTUATARBOUTOFPL ACAWUA TAPA TNINTHE L

[Thiﬁ itenm was written several wmonins apo- L osent LU to Eob Linton,
whn rejected it in o Tit of pique {he cuncelied cur o apreenent shori-
1v thereafter). I then sent it to MNick Ulanov for B S S ot he hws
since tadased to pubdlishe The Nixon visit to Ohing swXkes thisz old iten
even more relevant now Than LU wis.

WON'T YOU COME OVER, DEAR LICHARD; OH, WON'T YUU Curd QY. CHARSING DYCRY?

Most perple know Richard Nixon as the world's gpreatest Tiving argument
for reviving the more ancient fTunciions of the Tower of Londos. Not pany.,
nowever, kKnow him as America's potential answer to saven FPolo. Yet, in one
of the rost preposterous proncuncarents yot to issue Trom ban Clenanoy,
Nixon declared that he would sccepi, 1f cifered, the spbossadorsiiip to vhe

People®s Hepublic of China. Are you reuody for thav?
4t he. the nation's host

Unwanted tan, would ever be serviously conszidered for a diplopay)

vet, just mipht make ive. Alas. L2t us consider s possible N

near future, when Richard Nixon poes rrotting scross the Pocliic

[ Pekine, late 1976. The newlv-appoinied Awmerican anbassador to the
PoRoCo; the Dishon., Richard M, Nixon, is bLelnp shown the new bmbassy huild-
inr by rhe recentlv-appointed Chinese Foreien hinigter, Mao T al-tait. He
is sccompanied by his Charge, John Mivchell. ‘IThe scene is vhe anbuassador’s
rrivare office. Enter Nixon, stuge vights

NIXON: [Clags handsu} Coooooooocoont § o

[Enter Mio Tlai-tak, John Mitvehell, aénd o young Chinegse official,
stiape left.’ :

MAC: This will be your office, kr. Ambassador. The entire building
will he finished by next month.

NIXON: Well, let me spy this about thar: It lcoks very nice. Uleeew
where are the microphones? i}

“HMAOT All velly cleverly concealed, b, Hixon. Of course. we have all
lead your velly clever new book, Listeningm In For kun and Plofite

NIXON: Well, let me make perfectly clear that I anm plad you had leod
ceoum; read my books, But about the migrophoneSsece

MAUS Oh, we can't tell you where they are. That’s part of the pame.
vou know. However, you are perfectly welceme to find them and tuke them
out, or put some of vour own miclophongs 1Nuses

NIXONs Make g note of that,; Johne

MITCHELL: YoSceeo

MIXONs  Shut up and write. You sald gnouph last yeasr.

MAO: Now, for a mere 5000 ylan & thlow, we can allange Tor you to lis-
ven in on other Embassies...except those paying our 10,000 ylan "plotec-
tion® fee. And for a mere 7300 vEan we can allanpe for you to have an un-
Tisted hup. These are all monthlv charpes. af course.

NIXON: Well, let me SHv.ase

MACT  And the "plotecrion® fee is per countlv you want plotection
againgt,

NIXON: Well, who hasn’t paid a protection fee apainst us, vety

MAO: Hang, the envelope. [wang, the young Chinese, hands him a large
red enveleope. He opens it and readse] Ah, S000000:..oWe Ccun allanpge for

=
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you to bug Nepal, the Vaticg

':
-

puge
iN.o N0, Pope Paul paid up when he heard vou

were coming...Botswana, Angola, and...MBERes» »SBGELN.

NIXON: Spain???
MAOs That is s0.
Now, let me intleduce you

anyrhing you need:

They don®t have an ewmbassy herel
For them there is,a 2500 yan long-distunce fee.

go our Liaison Officer, who will help vou with

Smith Wang.

MITCHELL & NIXON: Smith7727

SMITH: Yes. I am the ulrimate kesult of American imperialism. ahhh
seo80asocyYOU are surprised 1 speak vour language so wells You see, 1 was
educared aCcoeo

NIXON & MITCHELL: ©Don't say itl-

WANG: ...Plinceton.

MAO: Wang just had h
but his doctor is going to
tlenen, your tiving gquarte
FOing ta put vou up ar one

SITH: Yes, the Di-n
NIXUN: That sounds pe
MAO: In your lanpuags

Water® .
and Mitchell, stape left.]
how reception is from the
SMITH 1
MAQ: Alyeeeee!
and exeunt, stage left.
of ficial carid

So i

Step outside there

urf-stage voices:| Driver]

Oy. vevi.sothat just sripped out:iews

is blain wash@d and can’t do a thing with ite.s
pin it up for him this afterncon. Come; gen-

S Are nor vert finisaed and, until then, we are
of Peking's finest hotels.

1 Eru-t'ing.

rrfectly nice. Does it mean anything?

2, I believe it tlanslates, "Gate of fHeavenly
»; your official car is waiting. [bExeunt Nixon
Well, Wang, crank up the mikes and let’s see
{-Ndi« ves You look puzzled. anything wrong?

X

I thoupht I had my wallet with me, but it’s missingseew

mine: . and my WatChs...] They run for the doorxr
wuick?! Folleow that

ONTHEOTHE RHANDMAYBETHECH INL SEDESLRVETRICKYDICKANDH L SENTOURAGE A Y8 THEYWONT
THE | YGEMIGNANIY “AWARDSY
I see that Robert Sacks is again perpetrating the so-culled "Gemi-

pnani Awards® on the hobby

and fun, I would say, "fin
uply blend of cattiness; u

In fact, inasmuch as Ms. G

use her name, Sacks' uply
misht orherwise have been,

This publication will
that uncalled-for vote, I
suit.

SENDHIMBACKIFT:AATDC:E SNIWOR)

ERE(IWOM is a monthly ‘zine
Subseripcions are 5/81...

o If they were done in tie spirit of teusing
z". They are not. They are., in general, an

nnecessary negativeness, and personal vendetia.
emignani withdrew, long ago. her permission to

little project is even more negative than it

not carry either the ballot or the results of
earnestly request other publications to follow

KiaAY BhWbCANhAKLiIIi‘iUU RAMBASSADORTORARSUNAPLE ReiANENTE
COLOPHON

of postal Diplomacy and other rites of Cthulhu.
wever, if you are & postal Diplomicy publishex.

and if I have refused a trade apreement with vour *zine. and Lf you are not

a member of "TDA®, you my
Back issues availabl
in batches of 2-113; 12 is
All prices quoted iire
This is Alcala Public
"Aleala®*, 1273 Crest Dis,
DIPLOMACY is & pame i
ripht and sells the game mn
Inc.,3 it may now be Avalg
hoth “unconfirmed” and "co
LEFTIST. I suspect the sa

subscribe ar 8/81.
40, 45, 50-94, They are 15¢ eachs; 10¢ each
ues for $1 and 8¢ euch for each additional copy.
in US$, cash, check, or stamps.
ation #646, edited and published by Rod walker,
Encinitas CA 92024 telephone, (714) 753-7657.
nvented by Allan B. Calhamer. Who owns the copy-=
ay just have changed: it used to be Games Reserrct
n-Hills Rumore to that effect have appeared as
nfirmed® in THE POCKLT ARMENIAN and PREDAWN
id rumors are true.

]
r
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£Wb have o ot of moterial on "eodaewordsY: our readers. are referred
co issues 93 £ 94 for background and previcus contriburions. My own com-
mants are bhrackered as is this lﬂtfﬂuuuLLUnpg

Evio Just: One of the factors respansible for sy oriplnal attraction
0y ﬂLqunac wus the free=wheeling noature of the pame-<makiopg up the rules
as we went slonpg, twe_sets of orders for g season {one to show o your
anour-fo-be-furmer ally, one for the stubl), flvine Dutchmen, etc. One of
the facwors responsible for my lost interesi in postal Diplomacy was the
iepossibilivy of these tactics. Admitvedly; the theught of & Gamesnaster
diiowsng the use of flying Dutchmen conjures up the image of total chaolic
goarchy.  From my point of viewg then, the codewerd concept brings back
some of vhe thrlll of bvgeoene days.e Your objection trhet rhe use of code-
words allows g player te screw nimself makes 1little sense: I love a game
where the players have everv opportunity to screw themselves. In fact,
now that I consider it, coéﬁvorns produce sitaariona similar to tie Ytwo
sers of orders” tactic frem the “good ole days". They allow a plaver to
stab nis soon-to-be-former ally by using the codeword which produces the
npflmum utan, Fanrasticy

TY can't argue with your }83103 but £ can®t a
pﬂﬂlev a more apderly pame, where the outcoame depe
aree possible on a plaver®s skill, and to the minim
Bis luck at nepotigting the intricaciss of unnecess:
procedures. |

cept your premise. I
5 e the muximun dee
i degree possible on
Yy e;f?ﬂll"l lStrdLl.ve

Scoti Rosenherg: This situation Qame up in one of nv puares back when
I was bhut a new publisher wheo did not expect Uhis aory of tomfooclery. I
think 1rs complerelv inexcusable. IU is & sien of luziness and nothing
@2lse, askine the GHM to thake the part of neporinvor. I ruled iv our. It
strnlv ereates more prablems for the harvied Gie-and more opporitunites fov
Aalav in the pawe, for plavers to complain of “varviality” on the purt of
the GM, and Tor pluvers to sorew themselves, s Hod pointed out.

[ I must confess I'nm not as vehemenily oppused to codewords as all That,
bur I certainly apree with the essence of this argunent. X don't like any-
thing which will add to my work-loud.]

-
-
T
2.

John Leeder: Althouph our svmposium hasn't broupht us U an agreed
position, ir at least has isolated the pdan“ of dsuapreenent go that
atrhers ean make their own choices. This, I vhink, is5 o valuable function.
[ Arreed. That's why I'm printing it.] To sumburize: o

~=You feel thar a coteword is pare of a pluyer’s orders and therefore
another plaver®s orders should not be nade conditional on i?a I den’e feel
a codeword iz an “order’ and see nothing unethical about allowing their
use . I don’t see any way of resolving this. In ay view, 4 codeword is
an orders or at least a condition upon which orders are hased, which amounts
te the same thing.]

-=You feel that the use of codewords affords nore ooiortun*tts for GH
and player error and should be prohibired on thet account. I think this is
not & valid point. Whether or not a player or GM gpuld foul up,; or some
specific plaver did foul up in a piven instance; lg not relevant Lo, the
potentinl usefulness of t@newozﬁsa Any systed has a potential for error
by those usins ity it.is rhe individual whe is at foult when this happens,
nor The svsteme. You can‘t sav a computer is 1o so0d BCuUSe Propriiumecs
mike mistakes., [ Apreed in principle.  However, T den't see how codewords
help me, a5 GM, anv. In fact, they o creatre an encorious potential for
srror on my part, and I'm rather an error=prone GM unless I am very cares
fule 1In addition, codewords incrense my workload far more thap I am wills
ing o acceptr. Conditional orders are bad enough; but they save money.

‘
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--You feel that the system gives its users a measure of protection

arainst MMRs on the part o

ponse is twofold. 1) anyone

able ro all, {and? 2) even

by the usefulnexx of the system.

and in mine, rhe disadvant
advantage of codewords and
virtuallv evervope =lise.
increased potential for er
~=You feel that posta
the efficiency of their ne
that a preat deal. of infor
nrugh, but in postal play
rve ‘zine, write an”aglyg
the basis of that reply.
n't answer immediately. or
poing to wind up with an N
forth discussion during on
can cur sut two of these
of the nepotia irns. You
based on the codeword, at
orders at the beginning an
should, Most Ghis today us
some back-and-foritrh discus

pressure is on, Jjust as it
as it should be,

=-You feel thuat, sing
words, they should not be
ted is forbidden. I feel
Codewords are not nrw to t
know about them? Even if
use to people who do.
notion of codewords i1s ver
not permitted is forbidden

I others, and thus an unfair advantage. My res-
can use codewords,; so the advantape is avail-
if this were i drawbtack, it is vastly ouiwelighed
[(That is a matter of subjective judpeuwent
sge is far worse. In order for everyone to take
MMBs, everyone would have to use codewords wivh
That is the last thing { would want, given the
ror and the increased GM workload. |

L players do not need anything to help increase
rotiations,. 1 disagree strongly. Your point
mation can be packed into one letter is true e-
in @ sinple season it may be possible to recelve
pet a reply from the aily, and send in orders on
But this is stretching things. If someone does-
if the mail is a couple of duys slow, you're

MR. There is no chance at all for a backeand=

e season of postal play. The use of codewords
aillings and thus greatly increase the efficiency
can send the letter to your aily, and your orders
rhe sare time. [You can always, a#s I do, send

t chanpe them later if replies indicate you

e a 3+ or 4-week deadline, which does allew for
sion if you reply right avay. In any event, the
is in a 15-minute nepotiution peried. That is

e your houserules do not specifically permit ccde
#llowed. In other words, everything not permit-
everything not forbidden swould Lbe permitted.

he hobby; why should you gssume the players don't
tiey don'tethat’s no reason to prohibit taeir

[Lim not exactly new to t.e hobby, John; and your

y new to me, I do not believe that everything
t far from it. However, in this case, it is only

fair that all plavers know
I will not allow codeword

ers and tell them se in p
my responsibilities as a

I think that sums up
however, 1 beg your indul
tion that only lazy playe
are not a substitute for
efficient and rranscendiop
“Orders should be clear o
are crnditional on codewo
set of orders even when t
rence to he a pood GM. C
sma'l amounty any GM who
ponsible as well as lazy.
hypothetical and issue-or
probablv small, 1 sprees
Selves of all possibiliti

rders or use other metho
the potential workload in
biise my decision on. Laz

how much spare time do I

in advance what I will allow and what I won'to
for any player until 1 allow them for all play-
ints To do otherwise is to be totally remiss in
-
our positions so far. I realize I°ve run ong
ence in adding a few side points., Len’s conten-
8 would use codewords is incorrect. Codewords
epotiations; they uare a means of making thenm more
the limitarions inherent in postal negotiating,
d conclise.® This is true whetner or not they
ds. A GM who cannot follow a "clear and concise’
ev iare conditional, does not have the intelliw
dewords "increase the GM worklouad" only to a very
orbids their use on rhat grounds would be irres=
(I don’t mean t:is personally, Len-«this is all
ented.) [ The practical incre. se in workload is
hat is because many players do not avail them-
s~-witness the minimal number who turn in General

s to protect themselves from “NMR", towever,
rease!is verv large, and That is what ? 1ust

ness has nothing to do with it; the guestion i?g
a4 e to devote to this hobby? Mine is limited.])
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2. In case anyone ils wondering, I om hard ot work on ¥Wol. 1, 3
die pasy. of my "bneyclopedia of iHisvortcal Gecprarhy'. It Goes ubout
Mmi1n entries erouped inte about 2 dozen sections. I work evory week oin it
and am revine to find o publisher. Thus far, 10 secrs to b teo big foo
any.odv ro handle. :

3. I om having bervter luck with my short steries. 1 have Tound suf-
*1cwenr favor with one publisher to prevent the usual instantansous rejec-
tieon gtip. He's had my material fer 2 ponths, now, Lo muybecvvo

Spites permirring, X will have to print one of my mera recent efe
force "Clav"” pgot some nice complimencs. 1T has, by the way, btﬁ; BrTens:

qavw?v rewritten, and is now poing thiuueh another drait e bring it ingo
confarmance with a ocvele of stories I'm wording on. They ave sent in an
ag-ver unndmed vorld which, among other thinzs, is guite flat. An ancient
Tane of vhis world was called Habaristvan, and vhen tne Habari were driven
forin From 4t angd varnisched, thev left behin:t them tws frapments of their
iiterary neritrare, OUne was a collecrion of thelr secred and profane wri-
ringsa. The orher was an ecited collection culled the Sucerdote. long in
print and accessible. The first collection coensisted of a librarv of
screils, long buried in caves near the villape of CGorvan. They were une
covared by modern archaeologistrs and my stories represent translations of
rnse seorxolls, some with exte sive annctathion and fﬂﬂtnOtln&n Completced
stories include "Clav', “The Garden of hursb", "Nateracker', “Tahonuth®
“fhe Jewels of Sharaphat®; it is one of these I hope (o see in print. In
propress is a longish tale, "The Seven Pilllars of Wisdon®. £33 have Lo
share sore of this material with ven in future issues, as spuce permits.
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