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A NOTE TO FEUDEES

This publication contains some pointed commentarny. 1 planned L1 that way.

1 hope that no one receiving this (s hurnt on offended. My Antention 4s

not to add to the worfd's miseny, but to subtnact from Lts folly. Good

satine ilfumines and nibtickles at the same time. That's what 1'm sirniving
{on. Regnettably, a sudden flash o4 illuminaiion can cause some femporarny
diseomfont. So be it. 1 do not place myself above examination. Camena-ready
satirnic manuscnipts ane solicited, including those that throw cream pies and
spray seltzen water at me. In addition, T am calling fon an open discussion
in the Hobby of DipConGate and offer Feudesse as a forum. See nonNotForPrind.

Lest therne be any doubt, the next section 4is dedicated to my best friend 4n

DipDom who publishes my favorite zine that 1 fust cut trade with. 1t 4s
pattenned aftern his negulan column of the same name.

HobbySLur
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It Looks Like that BRUCE LINSEY wilf go to any Lengths to necoven the money 1
"owe" him since I'"§olded"Politesse, even sending his obese publication with
insugficient postage. 1 paid the 17¢ this time but I don'z intend Zo make a
carneen out subsidizing the distribution of attacks on the (now ex-)BNC on Zhe
destruction of any othen of Bruce's enemies. Speaking of Vodice of Doom, yel
anothen special anniversany Lssue £s due out this {all, but this time with an
internesting twist: Bauce has announced his infention to publish a guaﬂit%
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Feudesse is available grom Ed Wrobef, PO Box 3463, Anlington, VA 27703. A

donation of $1 per copy {4 suggested. Attoaney's wname upon request.
**#*******************#**?**********************?#I**************




product rathen than simply assembling as many pages as possibfe. An Lntrniguing
experiment, Bruce, and very unfike you! Good Luck....DON DEL GRANDE ran 0f4
from Marycon before the awands ceremony and now he wants his centificates--
dat chance, huh? No wonder KATHY BYRNE calls him "def dumb"”....ERIC KANE .4n
Anduin and FRED DAVIS in Bushwacken were sunprised by Politesse' thind place
finish Ain the Runestone polf, the fonmen pleasantly so0, the Latfen not 40
pleasantly. Fred, of Diplom's ofd guand, would rate Politesse ne highen than
twentieth. He carefully points out that his differences with me on othen
matiens (Li.e., his racist and sexist sluns in his zine, his highly iuregular
revision of tha map in East Indies after the game had begun and over my profesits,
his cundious perpommance on the Diplon Admindsinative Commitfee in 19871-87 and
his Rack of co-cperation dwwing VarniManyCon) have nothing to do with his Low
nanking of Politesse, The reason? Well, he just doesn'Z consdiden Polifesse
fo be a postal Dipline. Fred didn't mention that Politesse carndies aboul as
many postal games as his own zine, and more than Diplomacy Digest or
Diplomacy Wonkd, both highly nated <n Bushwacker. 0f cowwse, both of those
zines have the wond “dipfomacy" 4in the title and are pubfisned by 4riends of
Fred's. 1 guess that's the diffenence. Politesse does carry nonDip maternial,
nearkly all of which (s game-related, unfike Fred's Lights of fancy 4in
Bushwacken on how the Low rates of venereal disease An South Dakota are due

to the absence 0f a sdizeable blLack popufation....ROD WALKER and MARK BERCH have
been Lnundating me with noi-fon-print, secnet, do-not-mention-receipit-of,
do-not- panaphrase-on-dnaw-from cornespondence. (Thein Lettens pubfished here
are nonNotFonPrint, at Least as of this Lfyping. 1t seems that Rod wiites
Laten that nis missives were obuiously not-for-print, even if not marked 4o,
and Mark netroactively Labels entine sets of his conrespondence do-not-draw-§rom
without specifying dates, necipients on even the numben 0§ such Letiens!)
These gentlemen seem to have @ Lot to hide. Thein secretiveness is out oh
characten, though. Fon example, Mark regularly reprnints othen pecple's materndal
in Diplomacy Digest without asking fon permission, although several people
have recently prnotested that they do not wish to be associated with his zine.
He has also cniticized DICK MARTIN fon atiempiting fo Limif the circulation of
House of Loads, telling his readens that Dick is Irying to heep something grom
them. Rod, in his dispute with JOHN CARUSO over publicizing somebody else’s
game cpenings, assented in Voice of Doom #57, "In any event, I'm for freedom
cf Anfermation and the playens' right te know. There {8 also the fact that

I am an independent publishen, and 1 have a right to print anything which 44
in the public domain. VYou are not yet the 12 Duce of postal Diplomacy, John,
s0 please do noit trhy to tedl me what 1 may on may noit pubfish.” 1t s conven-
Lent fon Mark and Rod to stand up for freedom of the press when 4t serves
thein intenests but to assent a night to prnivacy when they wish to conceal a
conspiracy on a piece o4 vicious hate mail....GARY COUGHLAN has been printing
a pictune cf some guy Ln a festen’'s sult and claiming £t's me. My wife has
been trying to f4ind ocut who that othen weman L8 in the photo....KEN PEEL s
attempting to negotiate a maniage contract between SEAN VESSEY'S daughter,
LAUREN (boxrn June 5, 1984), and my son, ERIC (born May 21, 1984), but defays
are being caused by the VeAAeyé neéuﬁaﬁ to pnouide an endowment to ESSE
PUBLICATIONS, LTD....Haven't heard from nules' Lawyern, BUB BRAGDON, in a
while. ... Decided not to mention JULIE MARTIN in fhis cofumn after alk. .

MARK LUEDT wants to know why everyone thinks he automatically sides with
Bauce....Ditto KONRAD BAUMEISTER....LARRY PEERY may cr may nci print my anii-
solidanity piece. ...Gany will probably stab me .in Bahnhof Zoo this month.

I tatked with him by telephone and everybody knows what trouble I have with
"hones”. . . My stoek s up Ain the Wornkd Dipfomacy game.




SEX APPEEL Novice Package, Part Two
Copyright 1984, Ken Peel

BENDING THE RULES: GAMING

In the first Installment of this, the only novice package to explain Dipdom as it
really is, I discussed the basic triad for success in the world of postal Diplomacy:
purposeful mediocre performance in games, active involvement in controversies, and
publishing. After several months, I believe it is now safe to reveal that these three
guidelines are not always hard and fast rules. The most prominant personalities -- those
at the pinnacle of Dipdom -- will often "bend" the rules to emphasize their strengths and
compensate for thelr weaknesses.

But before proceeding with this follow-up article focusing on compensation for
weakness in the gaming leg of the triad, I would like to reemphasize the importance of
establishing a firm grounding in the fundamentals. The case studies that follow
demonstrate the often vital role of inginuity and creativity in reaching the ranks of the
hobby elite, but are not intended to discount the value of nurturing an alliance structure
through large draws and second place finishes, of seeking out the opportunistic
manipulation of controversies, and of knowing when to be the cautious peace-maker (when at
at disadvantage) and when to go for the jugular (when the other guy is down). And, of
course, as one begins to establish a name in Dipdom, there comes a point where further
gains practically require publishing, with the special status it gives to those who engage
in "The Trade."

As I mentioned in my previous article, Steve "Woody" Arnawoodian represents the
archetype of the postal virtuoso whose invincibility comes from deep and balanced strength
in all three areas. Most other greats, however, have some weaknesses, for which they must
compensate. Often, this process entails creatively redefining the potentials of one or
two of the other legs of the triad, thereby providing the opportunity for entrance into
the upper reaches of MegaDip.

In Dipdom today, two of the most influential individuals -- Kathy Byrne and Mark
Berch —— have developed surprisingly similar solutions to their common, although somewhat
different, deficiency in gaming. Kathy plays in nearly as many games as the legendary
Woody, but she seems unable to restrain herself from winning. This means that at some
point she ends up stabbing everyone she plays with, and her larger alliance structure
suffers as a result. Mark Berch, on the other hand, does not win an inordinate amount of
games, but then, he has never played in many. Because of his instinctive reticence to
wade deeply into the arena of the common dipper, Mark usually limits his playing to a few
high visibility "superstar" demonstration games. The problem with such games is that the
players are drawn from a narrow and inbred pool.

Mark Berch and Kathy Byrne have, however, proven extraordinarily inventive in the
areas of publishing, and equal to the best in conducting controversies. They both have
realized that the Importance of playing games is not in the gaming itself: through
alliances forged in games one is able to build and replenish one’s alliance structure
among the various hobby strata. Mark and Kathy avoided the prospect of certain obscurity
due to their gaming deficiencies, by inventing hobby service publications that give them
unique status and the ability for extra-gaming alliance-building. As everyone knows, Mark
oversees (there is mno other word) the publication of Diplomacy Digest, and Kathy publishes
Kathy’s Korner —— respectively, the hobby reprint and the hobby name-in-print services.

Kathy’s success was her realization that everyone in Dipdom loves to see his or her
name in print. She peddled this precious quantity In the shape of a "subzine" without
games, composed of gossipy silliness, animal jokes, nickname contests, exaggerated and
frivilous abuse, Olsen flirts, and other seeminly deadly-serious undertakings. 1In
reality, these are merely convenient vehicles for giving KK the highest name-per-page
ratio In the history of dipzinmes. Through subliminal orchistration of the strong in-group
identity this creates among KK regulars, and by making each of them feel special by
claiming she doesn’t want any more subbers (thus attracting new subbers every month},
Kathy has forged one of the strongest, yet most unorthodox, power centers in all Dipdom.




Mark Berch’s success with Diplomacy Digest is equally unique. Mark established DD
Six years ago as a vehicle for preserving and popularizing the history of Dipdom by dh
reprinting and commenting on articles centered around specific themes. As a result, the
barristerish and expansive-minded Mr. Berch became regarded generally as the hobby history
custodian. DD quickly developed deep respect and a high subscription list, and Mark’s
reputation grew.

Mark understood the reverence that Diplomacy players hold for history and, not so
incidentally, he discovered himself in a class of his own. Mark’s success In using DD to
building a hobby alliance structure, however, grew out of his manipulation of deeper_—_
forces. Everyone instinctively understands that history is written by the victorious,
that history is made everyday, and that the early bird gets the worm. Thus, since there
really is no separation between hobby history and current events, Mark is able to offer to
those in his alliance the assurance that no matter what actually happens, the written
record will chronicle events and controversies correctly,

The startling success of Mark Berch and Kathy Byrne can be compared to the case of
the once great and powerful Rod "Mr. Diplomacy" Walker. Rod’s tragic weakness is also in
the area of gaming but, unlike Mark and Kathy, he is aware neither of that fact, nor of
the reasons for his current difficulties.

Rod was not always weak and isolated in the world of postal Diplomacy. He originally
entered Dipdom in 1966, way back when the archaic term "Diplomacy fandom" was still used.
In the late 60’s and early 70°s, Rod was one of Dipdom’s most popular publishers, and was
highly regarded for his valiant battles against the evil dippers of greater New York. No
one could wage a controversy like Rod, who could write blizzards around his adversaries.
At that time, he was also a highly rated win-oriented player, which makes his
accomplishments all the more impressive. In retrospect, prehaps everything came too
easily. But with his personal charm, with his ability to write dozens of witty and clever
8-page letters a day, and with unparalleled skill in leading his legions to war
(especially his uncanny ability to switch positions on issues several times as the need
arose without anyone noticing), Rod was one of the bright, white captains of MegaDip.

In the late 7C’s, however, Rod took a several years’ leave of absence from Dipdom,
and discovered upon his return that his entire alliance structure had vanished. Rod
paused but a moment to reminisce, then tried to pick up where he had left off. It is
clear now that he never understood the importance of the careful construction and
nurturing of one’s alliance structure before entering with full force the brawny realm of
MYegaDip. To make matters worse, Rod stalwartly eschewed playing in any new games, which
at least would have brought him into touch with the new forces of Dipdom. Needless to
say, the current powers—that—be were highly suspicious of this flamboyant newcomer, and
viewd his antics darkly. Rod did find a niche of sorts after taking over Diplomacy World
and starting up Pontevidria (a game opening zine similar to KGO}, when he struck up a
troika agreement with Bruce Linsey and Mark Berch to establish a netword of mutual
referrals. But without running or playing in games, and without any compensatory
mechanism, Rod could not provide the quid pro quo necessary for building up his MegaDip
alliance,

By the time Rod finally recognized his own weakness, he had already managed to
galvanize major cliques in Dipdom against him from of his repeated unsupported forays into
the hot controversies of the day. To shore up his position, Rod restarted his old gaming
zine, but it is doubtful that even Erehwon can be sufficient to compensate for the damage

already done. Rod’s best hope 1s to reenter the world of gamming -- this time doing it
right -- but he still seems unaware of the true role of games in Dipdom. Tragically, Rod

remains infected with a tendency common to the elite and former elite of Dipdom: avoiding
games from fear of embarassment at the hands of the groundlings. In the best of cases,
this only ensures a slow ebbing of influence over time. In Rod’s case it is proving
disasterous.

Whether novice, elite or inbetween, one must remember that there is no short cut to
success, Hard work and attention to the fundamentals are required to achieve it and to
maintain it. Ingenuity can help build on the fundamentals —— or, as in the case of Mark
Berch and Kathy Byrne, help compensate for a specific weakness —- but it cannot replace
them.




With the netinement i Snafu Brown, a hnew BabyPix custodian arises!

Who hnows 4§ a child will grow up to prefenr classic hexagonal,
multipanticipational negoiiational on fantasy nole-playing pasiimes?
Like many gamesten his age, Enic eschews the hansh nealities of modernn
warfare and diplomatic chicanery, choosing instead the gentler confines
04 an d{maginary dungeon.

A swurealistic double exposune of the entire gfamily.
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Lettens fo Feudesse should be manked. ..

nonNotForPrint! !

From BOB OLSEN

Please dry your eyes and put away thal hara-kind knife, 4on 1 nise 4in
festimony o the pellucid clanity of youn verbal fommulations, despite what the
Hobby Houserules Inspecton might say to the contrnarny. As L8 well known, you
are Aincapable o4 obscuwrantism and a stnangen fo the very concept of obﬁu@cai&on.
As a nepresentative of the hobby's thichwitted, sfow, amorphous creatwres (L4 L&
sulted my prupose, 1 could snivel and whine about that Line fon months, and
perhaps even devise a feud about) I give my review of Polifesse: Here are
thuths that burnn Like inon, and beauties that pience Like cold steel. (Well,
Bob, 4if you can't say something nice, then you probably haven't nead Peeny's
call fon Hobby Solidanity based on Reagan's political careen! -ed.)

Szikl, if 1 might venture a bit of cniticism, your nefusal to provide
the addness of the commanding officern o4 the felonlous and probably deranged
Jim-Boob Bungess stnikes me as inconsdderate and wrongheaded. Therefore, fon
the convendence of those who include such techniques <in theirn behavioral
nepentoine, 1 would £ike to announce that Mr. Burgess' commanding offdicen may
be neached at the following address:

Bernard A. Tretick

XXXXX XXXXXKXX XXXXXXX

XXXXXX XXXXXX XX XXXXXX
(Sonny, Bob, but I don't intend fo fall forn that old trick. 1 am §iumly
opposed Lo cgnﬁuéing DipDom with neality and 1 refuse to ald anyone's efforts
to do s0. -ed.}

I have pointed out Lo oun beloved BNC the approprniateness of the following
aphonism: "The malice of the umworthy L8 mone to be prized than an LLLuminated
vellum.”" Truly a wealthy woman {indeed, in both ways. T would question your
deserniption of the Darnk Side big-shots as "expents at disinformation," however.
A mone accunate ferm might be "clumsy, blatant, uttamﬂy unconvineing Lians."
(Whoever could you be talking about? -ed.)

P.S. Enclosed please 4ind a contribution to the Poﬁ&lﬁbée/FeudaAbe cause.

I will centainly be interested in the Latten zine, knowing that guided by
correct thoughts and ideofogical purifty, you will maintain a commitment to the
funtherance o4 the Light Side, not to mention politesse. {(Don't just ask fon

a "Light"-- be sure fo ask fon a Zine Light! -ed.)

From ROD WALKER

I do object, howevern, o your cutling 044 discussion of this in Politesse.
1 4feel that, at the Least, 1 have a night to reply to your comments, and have
the neply printed. The next pontion of the Lettern is fon that punpose.
(Rod, T would nave gladly printed any for-print rely you made but insZead you
sent me an extremely nasity coutesy copy of a Letten to Marnk Berch (Berch had
writien Lo both of us about the matter) and clearly stated that you would not
neply in Politesse but would reply in your own zine. VYou complained bittenly
that the posteand 1 printed was intended not-fon-print and that the Berch fetien
was not-fon-print. Now, aften 1 have amnounced Polditesse’s new editondial policy,
and provdided clean neasons 4or the change, you want me to nevense fthat since you
have had a change o4 heant. No. Feudesse L5 the propern forum fon such discussion.
You have made much o4 your 18-yean-old policy on press and how you'd be damned
before you'd change now just fo sudlt your playens. Here you want me to change
my ediforial policy fust to sult your moods. 1 suppose the difference {4 in the
Longevity? -ed. ) '

I have made simifan comments to Steve Hutfon in a recent Letten reganrding
the Ernewhon anticle in Diplomacy World. His comments in No Fixed Address, and




yourns An Politesse, both proceed grom an assumpiion which {5 noft clearly stated.
That assumption {8 one cf these three: (I have used the "anwnogant"ito describe
varnious foumubations of Rod's so0 often that <t would be jejune Lo do Ac again
herne. But, seniously, Zhanks forn giving me a pick of three. -ed.)

1. (Yes, patient neaden, dreaded enumeration! -ed.| It 45 wrong fon me to
combine in that fashion a news <item plus a favorable (on unfavorable, 1 supposel
nevdiew of the 'zine in question. That 45, I shouldn’t do this for anybody.

2. I is OK fon me fo this forn othen 'zdines, but not my cwn.

3. It 48 OK fon me to do this, but you believe T would do it for my own
'zdine and not for othens.

(4. I§ I may be s0 bold as to {identify a possible alternate assumpiion?
Maybe Lt fust Looks s4L8Ly fon you Lo Zoot your own hoan so Loudly in the same
Lssue you assent that Dip Wornkd (s noit your zdne, but a hobby senvdice that
desenves the suppornt of good DipDomdites evenywhere. I1& Looks to me as L{§ you
are appealing Lo Hobby patrniotism Lo support a forum forn advertisding Erewhon. -ed.)

Depending on which one L4 yowr underndying assumpiion, my response L5:

1. That 4 a question of editorial taste, 1 suppose. (On Lach thereof? -ed.)
Do gustibus non est disputandum. {(I'm not really an expert on Latin, but 1
betieve this can be Zoosely trhansfated as "I angue that youn taste {s in your
mouth, gowr mothen weans army boots and £t's my zine and T'LE do what I Like."
Oh, excuse me, rathen, "it's my hobby senvice and 1'2L do what T Like." As
I say, my Latin 4s a Little nusty, mostly confined Lo phrases Like "et cum
spinitu tuo” and "dominws vobiscum”" and the Like. -ed.) This 45 not a moral
{s4ue, then, and deesn't merit having 40 much <ink spilled on Lt as has been.

[T agree: using a hobby service to sell youn personal wares L8 not necessaruly
moral. -ed.) We can agree to disagree, but I intend on continuing to print
samilarn neview anticles.

2. This ashs me 2o adopt a double standand. 1 don't believe in double
standands. Besddes, the deed 45 done and 44 this L5 yourn assumption you will
have no complaints about any similan arnticles which appear Lin the future...
but it seems to me that if the next ones are just as right as the othen one was
wnong, they should recelve coverage {n your 'zine accorndingly. (But I have neven
assented that Polditesse L5 a hobby senvice. It's just a zine, nothing special.
People need not subscibe out of nespect fon the pasit orn a duty fo the future. -ed.}

3. 1'd be pretty anncyed Lf this is your basic assumption. 1 don't
cperate that wasy. The {naccuracy ¢4 your assumption will be soon shown by
exactly similarn anticles on twe othen 'zines planned for DWs 38 and 39 {on
Costaguana. . .Conrad now having agreed To it...and Voice of Doom). So if fhis
was your assumption Lt 44 faciually wrong and, as a premature accusation, noi
verny fain. (But, Rod, thene was no sdign «n DW #37 that this was the beginnding
of a sendes. The adverntisement fon Enewhon stood afone. 18 Lt possible you
came up with the idea of conventing L& to a sernies aften you were bombarded
with cniticism? 1§ not, why didn't you Ldentify Lt as such at the beginning? -ed.)

(4. Since you didn’'t have a 4, T'LL answen this one fon you. So what if I
Look Like a 8488y ofd Hobby fo0ssil who has no sense of proportion? Age has
{38 perogotives. De Zyuianosawws rex non est extinctum.-ed.)

I suppose you could alsc be assuming that somehow I expected fo benefif
personally grom the anticle? Handfy. 1% 48 not o4 personal beneft to get
subsondptions to a 'zine which costs me oven 60¢ to produce and for which I
get only 60¢. (It centainly was altnuistic o4 you Lo remembern fo Lnclude your
name, address and subscription nate at the close of the "anticle" on Erewhon! -ed.)
Funthenmone, Lt's well known that promotions of 'zines which have no game openings
typlcally yield veny small results. 1In the present {nmstance, I've had 7 new
subs. Big deal. (The ineffectivencss 45 not ai Lssue. Maybe many otherns wene
as insulted as 1 by it. -ed.)

In fact, Let's Lock the economics squarely Ain the face. Lessee...4¢/s4de
fon duplication, x 10 sdides 45 .40/copy £4 T nun 100 copies. [(But what 4f you




don't have 100 subscrniberns? Getfting fewern than 100 coples costs mone than 4¢
per sdide at every printer 1 know, and you dmply Zhe same is frue at yourns. 14
you must pay pay 5¢ pern sdide, then 80 costs the same as 100. Thus, Lf you have
80 subbens, you can make out a Lot betten by having 100, sdince you can get those
extra 20 copies fon nothing. Each new subber only costs you postage. Economdsts
call these concepts "economies o scale” and "marginal cost." 1'm sunpnised
That an expenienced pubber Like younself saw §4t to exclude mention of them. -ed. |
Collation 45 .lc/sheet on %c a copy on .50¢ fon the whole hun. Then 1¢ /sheet
fon the coforn coven, o anothen $1 fon 100 copies. Then we have 10 reductions
@ 33¢, on $3.50. So we have a print-run codt of $44.50 for 100, or 44.5¢ per
copy. Add 20¢ Zo mail, and 1 Lose 4.5¢ on each Lissue on 45¢ on each 10-issue
sub. That 48 {f all {ssues are subscriptions, but many arne trades fon which
thene s ne cash §Low, and on trades the exchange 48 sometimes gavorable and
sometimes nof, depending . Nobody neally keeps thrach in those situations.
The cost of 44.5¢/issue and mailing of counse includes no other costs, such as
typewniten nibbons, conglu, astaples, paper, and 0 on. Add maybe %¢ pen Lssue
fon those things. Now, this isn't a staggening Loss, but when gou conmsdiden that
the mone subs 1 have the biggen the Zfotal Loss becomes pen {ssue [noit true!!
IZ all ninges on your marginal cost. VYour entine discussion is meaningless
without that vital infommation. Rod, do you neally not know about that or
ane you trying to pull one over on us? -ed.) and over time, and you can see
that 1 don't have the goal of getting myseld a Lot of subberns. (Oh, 1 see,
the adventisement fon Enewhon in Dip World was arit fon art's sake. -ed.)
Many 'zines operate at a staggering £cds, of counse...Vodice of Doom and
Eunopa Express ane big examples here. (Add Politesse to that List. My
insistence on printing pictunes and my refusal fo go to a digest fonmat on
to mimeograph are to blame. But I'm Looking forn trnades to cut and deadwood %o
burn to keep me sofvent. -ed.) Howeven, my point is that 1 centainly don't get
any hetun on subscrniptions and fherefore Zhat could not have been any motivation
{fust in case you were assuming that). (In view of your hedging on the issue o4
manginal cost, 1 have my doubts. But money Lsn't evenything. In the game
Carneens, you can also win by accumulating sufficient Love on Fame points. 1
suspect that you heally fjust want oun Love but don't know how fo go about
- getting L. -ed.] :

I think that's <t. 1 do feel that 1 should be accorded night of neply to
youn comments. 1 alsc feel, by the way, that Polifesse L5 hequined to print
a Afatement that my postcarnd arose as a result of a misundensitanding (my misun-
denstanding youn Letten), possibly mutual, and was not dinected at you 50 much
as to you and at a thind parity (misundernstanding being that the Third party
had done something nozt actually done). (This may appear quite mysterious %o
the uninitiated. 1t appeans to me Like a transparant attempt to undo what
you've already done. The atleged misunderstanding does not seem o have exdisted
at the time you wnote the postecarnd. In my Letten fo Rod that prompted his
positcand printed 4in the June Politesse, 1 told him that the Erewhon plug was
wwise because Lt provided ammunition to his enemies, if forn no other nreason.
I sadd this Zo soften my cniticism and X0 show him that T wasn't against him,
just against this parnticular action of his. Rod now alleges that he Zook Zhat
remank o mean that he believed these enemies fo have already criticized him
and that his posteand was directed at these enemies. But the postearnd says,
and 1 quote, "No doubt we'll get a good doflop of the Tuglies' 4rom New York. -
I you want to get out there «n the mud with them, be my guest.” Future fense:
"No doubt we'fL..." Rod did not misinterpret my nemark. He concecfed this
excuse Later aftfen the carnd was published. He is also inaccunaie Ln stating
that his criticism was not directed at me, to wif, "I'm sonrny that it has not
dawned on you..."-- "you" presumably being the addrnessee, "Dean £d." -ed.)
I appreciate your desine o spare youn neadens a Lot of mutual recniminations
oven this, but that is not what we have here. (On the contrary, I appreciate an




oppontunity to nespond in depth to the issues you have naised. In the
appropriate forum. -ed.} 1L 48 negardless, not fairn Lo cut discussdion of4
before there has been some representation of my sdide of the (ssue. Thene will
be a note on the misunderstanding <n Erewhon. 1 do feel that a Little more
commundication might have been attempied before you fumped into print. (More
communication Lire some of your not-forn-print beauties? -ed.)

P.S. Asdide from this mess, T sl think Politesse is an extrnemely good zine.
(Okray, no mone sarcasm, you know my s04t Apot. Thanks. 1 admit that 1've
gotien a rick owt ¢f Erewhon, too.It's just that you come acnoss as Lov high
and mighty, Rod. I Lock at Erewhon and Costaguana fon what they are, foday,
not fon how Long they've been around. That doesn't mean beans to me. My
fudgements are based on content, not reputation. To me your boasts about youn
Longevdty sound empty. 1 don'Z carne how odd you are. -ed.)

From MARK BERCH

Thene was a Large file o4 correspondence genenated Ain 1981-1982 by those
planning DipCon XV. Dick Mantin tells me that well oven 30 people have Aseen
at Least one Lettern cf mine <in there. T would assume you are owne ¢f them.

(Yes, as a member of this past yearn's Committee, 1 necelved the entine fife
gon neview. As you know, Zthe working papens of each yearn's Committee are
passed down to the next Committee. -ed.)

PLease be infornmed that you do NOT have my peamission to draw grom any
o4 those Letierns wniften by me. That includes dirnect quotes, Lndirect quotes,
paraphrasing och any drawing from the material in Zhose Lettens. [(I'm afjraid
that 1 talk in my sleep and Lt is possible that 1 may already have nevealed
some o4 this ingommation. -ed.) 1 don't mean to imply that you intended to
do this but 1 don't want any misunderstandings eithern, such as, e.g., cccurred
with Walken's Letten. 1§ there (s a specific Letfen you want to draw from, send
me a copy and I'LE have a Look. (0K, enclosed s a Little play I wrote, in the
best Huttonesque tradition. Yowr comments arne welcome. I undernstand yourn desire
to keep these Lettens secnel, consdidening what's in them, but they neally
constitute the official business cf the DipCon Administraifive Committee and,
as such, are a matfer of publdic recond. 1In fact, I beldleve thene should be a
complete public discussion, with full disclosure by the 81-82 Commititee membens,
o4 the mattens discussed in the papers. Only then can each DipDomite decide
whethern any wrong-doing fook place. This 44 especially impontanit because each
0§ the prnincipals is sELLLL active L{n the Hobby. One 48 serving on the current
Committee. DipDom has a night to this Linformation 50 that infonmed decisions
can be made as fo who should on should not be placed in positions o4 nesponsibility.
In view of your own discussions in Diplomacy Digest about freedom of the press
and the night to know, 1 can only expect you %o agree. -ed.)

I noticed youn Little zingen in the Latest Volce of Doom about my missding
the Politesse-is-folding joke, and £t appears 1 may have made ancfther such goof.
I've been told that the House 04 Londs petition was just a foke petition.

Was Lt a fjoke? 1 hadn't gotten that dmpnession from overnhearing your pitch to
someone on 4%, and 1 didn’t get that dmpression from your brlef comments o

me. (Gosh, Mank how many people would sign a petition 4§ you told them LI

was a foke?? But who is 40 say what 45 a foke and what (s not? One man's foke
can be anozthen's pernsonal atiack. Fon me, the petition was a somewhat Light-
neanted attempt Lo demonsitrate some supponit for my clonemasten Dick Mantin.

I'd neally fike %o see Hol continue and you guys to stop posing as the defenderns
o4 the salt of Dipdom to attack him. Hernetoforne, you have not impressed me as

a Lover of the common man on of demcernacy (with yourn permission, 1 will quote
drom the Letiens that have imprnessed me 50) and 1 smell some exitreme inconsis-
tencies. -ed.)



From JAMES-ROBERT BURGESS

1 want fo make this pernfectly clean. 1 will not be hounded nor persuaded
non cajoled non trnicked into jodning yourn organization. 1 nesent being
categordized {n any way, mannern, dhape, on gorm with Mr. Linsey. Any damn fool
could see that youn "fold" was a foke. [(Ed's note: Apparently it took
neally intelligent people Like Mank Berch and Bruce Linsey o fail to see
that.) Mr. Linsey is well-khnown {orn these "misifakes.” ([Ed's note: VYes,

I've noticed a few of his "errons" hene and thene.) 1 was demanding necompense
fon the issues that you already sent. Can’t you read? (Ed: Noit nearnly as well
as Bernch and Linsey!l VYou know, the only method that guarantees the cbfiteration
04 ALLitenacy 44 extermination. [(Ed: Surely, you must be talking about {insects!)

As 4fon fedenal offenses: Lt's youn szine that's offensive. (Ed: Ckay,
that does 4t! You are hereby o4ficially, unequivocally and irnnevocably cast
fonth out of Polifesse foreven and evern, herednafien, amen...) VYour visit o
the grave will nesult only i4 you succeed <n placing me in your obscene
ongandization. (Ed: Ah, 50 my death weuld be on my own hands.) 1'ZL gladly
go to fall Lf Lt means ftaking {LLiterate usunperns cof freedom Like younself
o4f the strneets. [(Ed: 1 admirne your commitment to your principfes. )

Yourn szine 44 excellent. You must have Leanned the fine ant of wiiting
marginally intelligent gibberish while failing Lin reading comprehension
from Bob OLsen, a transpfanted Kansas farnmen outstanding in the gfédd. (Ed:
Ane you thying to stant a feud on something?) VYou stilL owe me $3.37%. Now
pay up! (Ed: VYour subdcrniption balance will be thansfernred to the zine of
youn chodce.) Conmsdidern younselq Lucky that 1'm sending this Lettern gree of
charge {I'2L call yourn szine an even trade.) Thank you for your Lime.

P.S. You and Bruce may attept fo discenn the identity of my commanding
officen to youn Litile heant's content. 1T don't have one...(Ed: See the Olsen
Letten eankien in this column. Sonrny that this Little pdlece cf confidential
information slipped out. Now you will be prey £o any Looney stupdd enough Lo
take you seniowsly. 1 understand that Bruce has a certified mental healih
professional who s willing fo testify that death threats and suicide threats
should not be ignoned-- fon a very moderate price which L5 well within the
WARTHOG budget. So just watch yourself.) 1 told you begone, T don't foin
ongandizations. (Ed: H'mmm, a Loner, eh? Just the type to shoct people in
a fast food nestaurnant!) What will you do now? (Ed: 1£ pains me fo lake this
action. I'm not proud of it and T hope Lt neven happens again, but I musit
protect myseld and my Loved ones, and 1 have plenty of allies to back me up,
80 T'2L go fon LE: 1 am turnnding this sdituation cver to my best friend in the
Hobby who pubfishes the second-best zine, no matfter what the East Coast CLigque
witches vote for on against in the Runestone poff, the Hobby Death Threat
Custodian nimseld. 1 am sornrny, Jim-Bob, on at Least T1'LL express regrel
publicly s0 that 1 can maintain the high ground and Look white-hknightisn,
sdnce 1 am doding this only to stop you gfrom hurting yournseld orn othens.

No matten that {4 1 neally thought you were capable of carrying oul your
threats, this would be fust the thing to sef you o44. Buf, 0f course, you
and 1 both know what this is all neally about and sdince I have the thump card,
ESAD!)

From KEN PEEL

One thing which 45 interesting, 4s Rod's apparent need for a homogenous
and powerful group of New Yorkens to nall against. What was once Boardman and
Beshana, became the pitiful Sacks, and has now become Bynne and Carusc. Wasn'Z
it a few yearns ago, Ln some context on anothen that Rod was scheming Lo "use"
Canuso and Bynne against Sacks? 1 see that now he realizes that all New Yorkenrs,
by thein very natune, grasp for powen grom the good and the honcorable.




adverntisement

IT CAME FROM MY STRANDED EGO!

Hobbyists today who nefain any sense
o4 taste, porportion on decency spend
mosl of Zhesr time and energy Lament-
ing the passing of the Guilded Age of
DipDom. Ah, that blessed age §rom
the 19605 when a 'zine was a 'zine,
not a "zeen" on a "xyn" on some
hondd mispronounciation with a

Long "{" instead of an "e." A time
when great organizations arcse and
guided the faithful o4 a then-small
and Loyal fandom foward good and
away prom New York. A time when self-
inporntance was a virntue,
not a political Liabili-
fy. A time when men
geared fo print Lettens
perhaps even intended
not-fon-print, whethen
oh not they might make
me fLook Like an evdl,
manipulative, vindie-
tive biteh. And who am
1?7 VYou mean you don't
rnecognize the stenling
prose o4 Joe Blutanshy,
efdenty pubben of the
blessed Swiss Kniéa,
Poepe Joan Collins
gjavonite 'zine, and the
Best Fainy of postal
Diplomacy?

SWISS KNIFR!

g2

Ludicnous games

Well, nemembern that
name, bub, because
coming back at you 4is
the nedncarnation o4
SK, in gact a clone of
all the best of that
holy golden cheese of a 'zine. And I
am going o make cerntfain Lt is the

best because L4 I can'zt bully my
players into some golfden prose and
poetry, 1'LL fust wnite it all my-
selg!! So you can be sure you are
going to get plenty of highly-developed
themes on characterns spanning sevenal
paragraphs and interacting with one
anofthern at a high Level of nefenence to
geopolitical fantasy, yes, sinee bob,
neal press, not the crap most of gzg
write nowadays. It was good fun fthen

ﬂ.‘....ﬂ.ﬂﬂ..l.o'o..ﬂﬂ.l...ﬂ@.ﬂl..

"...and, Enic, is that the finst

time you heand about Bruce Linsey's
Lening?"

................

...........

and T Antend to make Lt good fun now,
even L§ alf my playens quit writing

Coh fust quit altogethen.,

Reproduced here {in minlature-- the
"zine 48 small but not quite that
small) 44 the hallowed cover o4 the
st issue of the new, but still
odd, Swiss Knife. Above alf, SK is

a neaden's 'zine (well, technically,
At's my 'zine, above all else, An
contrast to my othen 'zine, which is
not neally my 'zine, but only a

a senvdce gorn which

I perngonm cusiodiak
duties); it 44 a
Lhinking reader's
'zine, Aintended fox
the DipLomacy fen
who Likes a Little
elitism and haughti-
ness, "who (the
editon (that's me)
says) wouldn't be
caught dead watching
televisien and sfurp-
ing Almaden with Lce
out o4 a tall plastic
tumblern."”

&

Joe (that's me) advises
that the big (well, not
big) 100th issue came
out o4 the closet recently
and can be had fon $25.00
a trhick, $100.00 4on the
nignt. Regularn visits
gncm The Best Fainy are
6000.00 pen year but
thene are no openings.

saa

.........

The return of cne 04 the Hobby's oldest
R0s84LL4 L5 something of an event, even
more 40 whnen Lt's me, one of the most
popular and widely circulated of my
kind. 1t's interesting Lo 4488 up this
pateh of white space with an obsenva-
tion that 1T neally don'zt expect to

gan many subscriberns from this newsy
piece but hene's my name and address,
just in case: Joe Blutarshy, POB 3463,
Arnlingtfon, VA 22203.



Welcome to the inaugural

issue of the most intelligent

amateun subpubfication extant,

both in {ts origination

and destination.. ("Cat's Paw" to those
of you who do not

speak Felinel)
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The subjournal o4 the Feline Eggheads Natunally Supenior to ALL (FENSA)
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1§ you arne reading this you musi be a superior feline, not onfy because
most cats cannot head but because even fewern can type, Like me, Jaspur Wrobach,
president of the egghead apologist SIG (special interest group) of FENSA.
Studies have shown that only the top 2% of domestic cats regularly communicate
through the print medium. (Maybe that's why FENSA nestrnicts membership to the
top 2%!) 04 this 2%, neanly all have taken some of kind of standandized tesit
purpornted to measure theirn wonth as sentient creatunes (L.e., intelligence
quotient, on "I0"). Intenestingly enough, most of these also Live in highly-
populated areas! BUT even mone fascinating {s the 4fact that fewen than 2% are
gemake and/on black! These facts speak fon themselves. Anyone who might
suggest that they could possibly nepresent faulity analysis, coincidence,
test blas on the Lack of internest in FENSA on the parnt o4 Lesson breeds
obviously has a political axe to ghind and can be dismissed. And Let's speak
to this matter of Zest bias. A great deal has been said about it-- probably
a Lot mone than needs to be. The ability to engage in self- justifying abstrac-
tion s what really separates the cats grom the dogs. When a young kRitten wses
a £ititen pan fon the finst Lime, Lf (s not mere Ainstinet, it 4is the continual
ne-agfinmation of individual feline intelligence. Those who test the best are
the best, Aipso ex 0444cio. And Lif the statistics demonsitrnate that shont-hain
mates who Live 4in densely populated areas are the pick of the Litien...well,

40 much the betten! We are superion and deserve such recognition; those
statistics that show we also Live in the areas most nighly ingested by venereal
disease can easily be explained away. Species Loyality <& mone imporntant than
mere geographic coincidence, anyway!

It's not nice fo ftalk about these things because they are the truih and
we can prove Lt and that makes it a sone point fon the Losens. A few snont-
sighted individuals have even gone 50 far as to suggest that statistical
nelaticnships do not necessanily imply causation. What nitpicking! We fnow
in oun heants what's night, don't we? Swie. 1 mean, if we had Lo prove every
one o4 oun dearfy held assumptions about eugenics, we would just be sitiing
around all day with our hearnts bleeding, instead of going about Zhe busdiness
of Amproving the breeding stuck tMough standardized tesiing and selective
breeding. And, personally, we haven't been a Liberal since we werne insulted
by the sight of several black, Long-halred Pensians prowling ithe halls of our
wornkplace without fLea collans ! Besides which, these individuals had probably
nevern iaken a standandized test of any kind, much Less one that would allow wh
to evaluate them obfectively vis-a-vis curnselves, not that therne would be much
to evaluate! (From Zhedin sdde, 1 mean.) Howeven, we ane centain that we anre,
indeed, superdicrn intellectually to these creatures who have nothing bettfen to
do than prowl alleys and contract uwiinarny tract infections by eating huge
amounts of high ash-content dry ﬁood given to them for fnee by ouenLHduﬂgeni
owners. Buf you can be sune you won't see those igpeA playing 4in Cat's Paw.

We accept only centified FENSANS even if they don'Z hnow mice turnds about Dip

and drop cut aften 3 moves. So for a quality game, send me yourn hitty Litfen!
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This is FII, the ;#1 International roving subzine in the world. It
comes to you via John Caruso, 160-02 434ive Plushing,N¥.11358. If you
heve enything that you wish to say, you mcy send it to me, and I'll run
it. Just let me know where you'd like to seeit, and walal

This issue of FIN is apvearing in the lst issue of the newest zine fo
hit the market, and its here by recuest of the publisgher, Ld '/robel. The
name of this new zine- FUEDESSE(I just coulén't resist to mistype it).
feudesse will deal with the seriousness of Diplomscy- you know, things
like hobbyists trying to ruin other hobbyists personal live, ratings
systems, sub credits and issues duwe, and & host of other materiasl. Vo
knows, there may even be some Dipcon updates, just to mellow things.

I'm sorry to start this off om a negative note but, I heve an explan-—
atiom, about something that appeared in V6D 98 recently. Linsey, wait,
make that the great NOVICEBUSTER, cleims that Kathy Byrne celled him up
nrior to MoryCon and threatened to declare all of his germes irregsular, or
some such babble like that. Mind you, a phone c¢all, something which he iIs
unable to prove, yet he still mnkes the claim. Also in the some iscue, not
to be outdone by *he Novicebusters smuymess, Prul Reuterbery, in o letter
to the Novicebuster defending Kathy Byrne stated-"Yes, I know she's
"threatened" to label your games irregular,". ilow how the hell does Prul
Itnow this? Oh, I forget, he takes the Novicebusters word for it o5 Gospell
nd now, mey I quote one Konrad Sepumeister, who for once, hrd gomethins wo
of importance that also mnkes sense- #nhone conversations nre particulrriy
cifficult to remember, =£h, fully and correctly." I supnose I could do whai
the Novicebuster would do, and call him a liar, and offer .50 if he crn
prove what he says, especially knowing iull well thot he can't. I could
~1lso sey that you've heard that offer before, and he hes reneged on it in
Giie prste Dut I won't say that. Here is whet I will sny. Kothy Dyrne did
not maize thnt phonecall, in fect, it wrs made by me, John Czaruso. Cony odf
tiie phone bill is over +to prove the call was made to the Novicebuster,
rnd lasted for only 12 minutes, on Moy 26. As you cen see, the only enll
to Dolton,lla on the bill in fect. Snother woint- I meode the coll Toxr 2
re-sons, 1 to znswer his OTR letter 2nd 2nd To tell him he wrs gevting o
sz sub refund. We agreed on the nhone thot the call would be OTR. The
Jovicebuster has proven once zgainm thet his word is worthless ond brolie
the agreed upon confidentiality by revesling there was a call mrde. Lince
lie clready violated my trust, I have no alternative but to reveal vwhy he
Jruce Linsey wented the call to be 0TR. e threatened me- he told me thrt
ir. so meny words, thet he was going to RUIN me ond Kethy in Dipdom. I laughet
in his face (literaily), and asked him if I could quote him. Yo, I con't
nrove i%, I didn't heve the tape-recorder hooked up to the phone yet, s
1 do now. Dut, he cen't prove his story either. ind which story has snwerrecd
more true by what you've seen in the presses? Let me ruote what the Movice-
buster said to Rod Valker in answer to his letter in VOD 98- "The frct is
that gour criticisms of Caruso =nd Byrne were wmuch more "newsworithy" items
thrn the plug."({(for DIP, my FTTF con hzndout)) Isn't thet stronce? lle
sure doesn't sound like a guy worrying about his games being declored ir-
recular. He looks more like a guy looking to smear 2 people, at every
opportunity he gets. I also find it very hypocriticeal of niw., He circulates
e. petition to "censor!" my roving subzine, which is my letter of commnent %o
zines, and then he steals guotes out of it. Eric Kane take note~ this is
hypocracy at its extreme. '

Li
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AT&T COMMUNICATIONS DETAILS OF ITEMIZED CALLS
t
NO DATE + TIME PLACE AREA-NUMBER RATE APPLIED MIN AMOUNT
CALLING NUMBER 353-9695
1 MAY 20 541PM TO HNORTON VA 703 679~3489 DIALED EVENING 1 - <37
2 MAY 20 &02PM TO ROCKVILLE MD 301 762-1761 " " 30 7.13 "
3 MAY 20 &840PM TO NORTHWALES PA 215 #99-7659 " " 11 2.56
4 MAY 21 &31PM TO SCOTTSDALE AZ 602 . ~ . . " " 38 11.32
5 MAY 26 125PM TO MADISON WI 608 251-1251 DIALED NIGHT 25 4.07
6 MAY 26 228PM TO MADISON WI 608 256-2459 » " 54 8.71
.—5;» 7 MAY 26 445PM TO DALTON MA 413 6864-0567 " -oon 12 1.84
& MAY 28 5264PM TO WICHITA KS 316 686-7935 DIALED EVENING 5 1.34
3 'MAY 28 803PM TO NORTHWALES PA 215 699-7659 b " 29 6.20
10 JUN 5 918PM TO CHARLES TN WV 304 725-5537 " " 1 .32
11 JUN 5 919PM TO PHILOMATH GOR 503 9%929-3223 " " 51 14.21
12 JUN 5 1011PM TO CHARLES TN WV 304 725-5537 " " 16 3.65
13 JUN 10 301PM TG NORTHWALES PA 215 699-7659 DIALED NIGHT 6 .91
14 JUN 10 311PM TO WICHITA KS 316 686=7933 " " 1 24
CONTINUED

Y7ith that aside, maybe I can now get on with the business of conastructing
2n entertaining subzine. Lets see, I don't have any letters to print, so
what cen I do? I know, I cnn start a dip grme. I'd have the lst, roving
dip game in hobby history. But it will have to be something special- so
T'i1 have to make it with special HR's, (no, not 74 pzges), and 1t'll have
to have players by invitational. I know what, in the tradition of gcod
spirit and hobby fun, I'1l call it the Golden Age Press Game. Now who o
invite— I Know, I'1l %ry to get all the old Golden Age Greats to plnye Lets
see, if your neme is on this list, you can be in the game. Its 1lst come,
lst served: Bob Olsen, Steven Arnewoodian, Terry Tellman, liark Berch,
Dick/Julie ', Gary Coughluan, John Michalski, Ken Peel, 3teve Langley, D=L,
Ducky Williams, or any other Golden Ager whd wishes to play.

Iike in other zines, when you play here, you'll have to give up certain
richts. In ¥ youw give up the right to 2 week deadlines. nd like in :iagus
gou give up the right to know who Don Williams really is. Or in Manifest
Destiny you give up the right to get your results at all. Or as in VOD,
where yow give up the right to =sk the GM a cuestion. So here in Iil, the
players will have no rights at all, except that I will follow my stringent
policy of giving the player the benefit of the doubt, except where I think
i% would otherwise be in bad taste for myself,

Now for my House Qules: :

1: I will not be using DIAS, but proposed draws/concessions to znyone, or
failing that, cepbturing 18 centers by fall turn, feiling that, DIAS will
be declared if there are 2 consecubive years without a center chenge.
Press (see below) allowed

The rulebook will he used to cover all other situations.

Deadlines will be of the 3 week variety

Where the rulebook doesn't cover it, the GM will excercise common sernse.
“here common sense fails, the GM will excercise his right to be right,
and the player will forfeit his right to be right, and his right of APEEL

Ag to the press—_There are only a few things I B0 NOT wont, so I'1ll list
them here, and give youw examples, after all, this is the Golden Age Press
gamg.|1 want the prgss to be as good, if not betiter than the press that
used to appear way back ghen. I will enforce ffthese standards very stricily
;8 ﬁie po;pt where I'11l gYd4 14 AYféd#/delete anything thet I don't like.

w have high standards to keep, so keep thet in mind,

(ARSI IE R PR AN
s A9 =5 88 @
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A: I don't want any oneliners. You know the type of stuff like "The King
of all the Russia's wishes veace in his time.

B: I don't went any long press releases., By long I mean 20 words or more
per each dateline. I hete to type. If it is longer tham 20 words per, you
had vetter send it in typed, spaced properly, yet not wasting space, on
normal sized paper, ho not ovig paper. _

C: I don't want player hegociations. Press is for press, negociations are
for you twits to conduct in the mail,

D: I don't went any of this liiddle Class IEloquance garbage that we gsee
written every now and then. I want the press to be on the up #nd up.

E: You must use datelines that are either of the neuiral variety, or easily
identifiable to you as the player. Examples are: Woody can use hamster
molester; Olsen could use .....basher, or Honey; Mark Berch could use God,
or any other word referring to Deityesse; Bruce LInsey would have to use
Novicebuster; and so on.

F':+ Press couldn't mention any of the other players, tho it could mention
other hobbyists, if they are deceased, or in the Hof, which constitutes
the szme thing, literally.

G: Peuding in the press is erncouraged, as long as you don't feud with a
person, place, thing or idea. Try to sFick to specidics, if you drift, you
will find that I will drift your press into the ocean.

H: Por this special game, I will allow guest press. It moy be in the form
of Black press, as long as it follows 2ll of these guidelines, which are
really at a minimal.

I: 2 liners are also discoursged, as are 3 linews. I want some good, julcy
nress, not the kind of stuff we cen find in any zine, like Jre or W/

J: Pra2zs chould be in English, but it deesn't have to be. However, 10 T
don't understand that language, your press will be cut. As it stands now,
only understand NORTHERN ILNGLISH, BROOKLYN SLANG.

: I'm intersted in cuality, not cuentity. If there isn't enough press to
‘E1l1l a couple of pages, I'1ll include soine nyself,

No player may submit more than 5 press releases per game year.

Press may ve conditional upon who a2 posszible standby might be, or what
zine the next ®8t of orders may appear in.

N: Sexual references will be throvm out, unless stated according to hobby
tradition.

FUEVEY B

I think that sbout covers it. These few press guides ought to mske for
a very interewting exchange of press releases among the players, me and
myself. If you have any aomestions, don't hesitate to ask. I will ansower
your cuestions with the same crystal clear explanation, as I've provided
above with the HR's and press regulations. Wouldn't want any of you to mis-
interpret what I'm saying.

Gee, and you people thought I get in trouble with my bis mouth. In the
last 2 weeks, both the Democrats and the Republicans made blunders, Kind
of makes you wonder what shape the country is in. Reagan claiming to have
sirmned legislation and that the bombers will srrive over their targets in
5 minutes, and Ferraro owning only 1 stock share in her husbands compony,
Jyet there are only 2 shares total., Talk aboub misleading informationt And
on top of it, they are millionaires, and they don't want the averscpe Amer-
ican that she's alleged to represent, to see how much they're worth. Thais
why 0ld Zaccaro is balking on his tax return releases. Hey, they omm 3
houses, one wvalued at $600,000.

I suppose itg time t0 end this issue of FIM. I hope you all enjoyed it,
at least the enjoyable narts. Take care and have fun,

and as th 2y
goes, .IN SOLIDARITY e Saylng



e pENTLAL

Don't fotlow Leadens, TLLUMINATI (n.}: any of a number of
Watch your parking metens. grnoups, neputedly of ancient origins,
-R. Zdmmenman claiming special knowledge on enfighten-

ment; any secnet on mystical soclely
on power bloc.

Disclaimen: The stony you are about to nead 48 fanciful. Any nesemblance Lo
any ethical on nesponsible pernson, inside on outside DipDom, 48 utterly Limpos-
sible.

THE WAY THINGS WORK: HOW I CAME TO BE EMPLOYED BY THE COMPANY
-Ed Wnobel

1 wiped my sweaty pafms against my angyle sweater vest as 1 walited forn the
elevaton. Imagine! Me- a mene novdce invited Zo a meeifing with the 3 biggesi
movens and shakens in all of DipDom! What could they possibly want? Mr. Baribaldi's
note was cunt: "See the refunn address. 1§ you want fo gei anywhere in this
hobby, be there Saturday morning at 9." Finally, the efevatoxr...the 23nd gloon...
Mn. Barnibaldi's office.

"I have an appointment," 1 squeaked to the neceptionist. My nenrvousness was
obvious.

"I'm sorny. Mr. Baribaldi 45 in conference. Please take a seat.”

1 considened asking hen whene to take the seat o, but decided against
dangling a preposition so high up. Instead, I busied myself neading the back
issues of Diplines Lying around the neception area. Mr. Barnibaldi had class-
onby the top zines werne thene: Diplomacy Digest, Diplomacy Wonld, Bushwacker
and some hallowed copies 04 the ondiginal Enewhon, a clone of the veny best from
the Golden Age of somebody’s imagination. The ondy surprise was Zo see a copy
0§ my very own Politesse, which 1 knew was not considered a postal Dipline by
those who count the most. Siilf, it was bunied undenneath a trhiple issue of
DD and no one had read £i%.

"We'ne going to take a meet oven Lunch, Monica. Hold all my calds. Who L8
this?"

1 jumped to my feet. It was Manio Barnibaldi, Runnens Wornld and Fredernick
the Dagt!

"I'm- I'm- I'm- I'm Ed Wrobel, ain."

"Oh, Wrobel, yes...one of your boys, Runnens?"

Mr. Wonld whisperned something in Mn. Barnibaldi's eanr.

"04 counse, I had forgotten. Come afong, Wrobel. VYou may join us forn Lunch.”

Me- having fLunch with them! 1 couldn't believe it! Mr. Barnibalddi's Limo
was waiting fon us in gront of the building. 1 sat in the front with the chagfeur.
1t seemed Z4ihe houns befon we neached one of the poshest nestaurants in the cily
and once again 1 could Ahare the company of these three MegaDipfomailic giants.

As we sdipped drny mantinis, the thrnee discussed the upcoming DipCon.

RW: Sax will be at his most dangerous at the DipCon Soelety meeting. He
will also be his own wonst enemy there. My {inst advice 4is Zo give him plenty
of nope. But beyond that he has to be connalled. Finst step, maximize attend-
ance. Plenty of prne-Con publicity and codles of publicity at the tournament.

Get evenybody thene. Any effont by Sax to pack the house will thus flounder.
Second step, the agenda should be: selection of the new site, #1, election of new
committee #2, anything else #3. People will stant dnifting off during any
procedural stuff, such as amending the Chanten, so put it Last. Thind step,
whichever of you 4is best at controflfing a meeting with at Least one troublfemaken
in it should actually chain the meeting. Founth step, appoint me Parliamentarian
at the opening o4 the meeting. Sax has a formidable knowfedge of parliameniarny
procedune, and will use Lt against you to delay and disrupt if he isn'i getiing
his way. 1 am at Least |1 believe) his equal <n that negard. Fifth siep, the
election of the new Commitiee needs fLoon management. Please arrange Zo recognize




me finst on the §Loon. 1 will propose that the present Committee, which has
done such a fine job, be ne-elected on a white ballot. Any move then, by Sax,
to get nimseld on his cronies elected will appearn divisive and ungenerous. If
you can arrange fon some pernson othen than myself to be recognized §inst and

Lo make that motion, s0 much the bettern. We can discuss strategy and Ttactics

at the con, prior fo the meeting. The seminan, orn whatever it 48 Zo be, should
be agten the DipCon Socdety meeting. Any business not connected with DipCon
Society affains should be ruled out of onden. That will shut Sax up to a degree.
Any fLoorn business which he may bring up about distrnibution of funds on whateven
whould be pant of agenda {tem #3. Enb should then nufe anything not relating 2o
the cunnent agenda out of onden. He should also nule attempis to change the
agenda out of onden, sdnce Lt 45 set up with the most impontant and essential
items finst. We can have some preanranged person §orn Enb to recognize to make
that motion.

MB: However, therne L4 one big probfem with your plans. 1 do NOT want any
discussion of how the funds are to be distrnibuted. None.

RW: 1t had not occurred £o me until 1 nead Fredendick's Letten that Ponfoonia
45 in §act a hobby service. Please be advised, therefore, that 1 will nequest
the DipCon Committee consdiden granting funds for Pont. This consiitutes an
"ogpicial" nequest.

(At this point, Mr. Barnibaldi and Mr. Wornld exchanged knowing winks; 1
did not, at the Lime, understand what thein winks knew. )

RW: Insofar as the NAFD L4 concenned, funding of the NAFD 18 inadvisable,
it seems fo me. But tuwning funds oven to the administration of NAFD, Zco be
distrnibuted whene needs anise would be a good Ldea.

(Additional winks.)

FD: Let's necognize the posaibility that people just might ask the NAFD
to nun such a meeting, 40 Runnens should be preparned 2o be "surpnised" by such
a development and neluctantly take the chain.

(Funther winks.)

RW: 1 do want to neitfenate fon the umpteenth time my suggestion that the
DipCon Society meeting needs geod gLoor management.

FD: My feeling is that you should nemain a Low-key non-voting ex officio
memben 04 the DipCon 1/2/3 Comm. 1 agree that it should not be pubficized, and
that c.c.'s of Lettens wnich go beyond the foun of us need not even show that
you wene sent a copy.

RW: My position with the DipCon Committee 48 entinely up o you guys. 1
have no prefenence in the matten. However, A4 1 am 1o be considened ex cfficic,
I would prefen the matter not be noised about. The entre 48 there if you want
1o use it. We should have a couple of allies, aside from myself, on the fLoon.
This will have to be well siage-managed.Once Frederdick's amendments are on the
§Loon, we are home {nee. The debate on those will Last a while, at Least. 14
the whole thing bogs down, 1 can always ndise, with a very weary fone, and say,
"This meeting has been going on gorn two houns now, and we're getting nowhere.

I move we adjounn.” Again, we can discuss all this at the con.

MB: We will afso need a summarny cum s04t sell to go along with it. 1
propose the following: "The above amendments are to streambine the consiitution,
and make some things a bit monre explicdt.™

FD: A good ploy would be to nequine that all amendments be submitled 14
days in advance.

MB: Ves, "14 days prion" sounds night. But then L4 therne 44 one section
that <is ditfchable and unpopulan, we 3 can move to defete it. Othenwise, we
will nequine that anyone else's package should be voted on as a single unit.

RW: 04 counse, Sax wilf hang himself. He will trhy to disrupt the meeiing
at the beginning, you may be sune. As Panfiamentanian T will advise you he 44
out of orden, of counse.



FD: In going through my old gifes, 1 came across a Lot o4 connespondence
goding back to 1976-77 concerning the famous MNC nefernendum. Thene 44 a postal
playen in Texas (noit a publisher) who {4 preparing a dossiern on Sax, s0 1
sent him copdes of some of Tthis matenial. This penson, whom I'm not at Libenty
Lo name, expects fo stant publishing his own zine in, perhaps, s4ix months, and
one of his featunes will be an expose on Sax. 1§ you have any parnticulan
julcy items (His, plus yourn neplies) that you'd Like included in this expose,
Af you'll send me matenial, 1 can photocopy Lt hene free, send the copies to
him, and refun the oniginals to you, 4f you'ne intenested. 1 also sent
Maiio a copy of a Letten 1'd written to Cal Black, in which T answered his
question "What has Sax done wrong?” by saying, "Ah, Let me count the ways" and
giving a 3-page List of misdemeanons. 1 didn'zt know Manio 4in 1976, s0 1
thought he'd £ike Zo have a copy for his collection, since we have to deal with
Sax in '82 at DipCon.

RW: 1t would not hunt to Line up some fLoor allies in advance, and have pricn
undenstandings about whom {8 to be necognized to do what. Sax can be expected
Lo act badly and should be given hope Lo do so0. Remember that the Charnten allfows
gon a Commiltee of One (oh Two) was well as of Three, s0 that we could aimply
elect Enb alore. On we could efect Exb with the proviso that he appoint Afwo
othens. On whatever. 1 would £ike Zo suggest that a "slate" approach be
considened, with (e.g.) Erb, GLin and Hardee's (on whomeven). Anyway, once thse
Atems are over, we go to the Amendments Litem and Enb should then automatically
recognize Fredendick.

FD: Enb, Marnio and Runmnens have to decide (afong with me} whethen to nomi-
nate Glin forn a seat on the DipCon Society Admin. Comm. at DipCon XV.

RW: My proposal has been fo get you guys neelected on a white ballot. 1t
would mean bedng sune to necognize me {inst s0 that 1 can thank the Committee
fon 4ts gneat fob, express great confidence Lin your falent to handle the next
Con, and move youn immediate neelection. This will shont-circuilt any plan Sax
may have [(if he's there) fo trhy Lo gei himseld and/on his chondes elected. An
open nomination 44 one thing, but a white balfot proposal would §orce him to
get the meeting Zo nepudiate the present committee §inst, which puts him in the
bad guy nofe. (Now, I undenstand Manio may not wish to serve again. The Chanten
provides that he can nesign and nominate his own successor on have the Chainman
appoint one fon him. Eithen way. But that's the way to go L4 Mario doesn't
neally want to senve...get the committee neelected and then, fLater, neplace
Marnio. }

FD: 1 do not wish to senve another yean on the Comm. Penhaps we coufd get
some successons Lined up in advance. Why not thy to get Enb, Mario and GEin
efected on a white ballot at DipCon, and then Letting Mario nesign Laten fon
someone agreeable to allf 3 of them?

MB: How do you think £t will Look if Enb gets up and sez, 4in effect,

"1 was elected {n 1980, then in 198] we all neelected ounrselves, then in 19§72
we'xe amending the constitution so that I don't nun again in 1982 either."
1'd nathen have Kate Binn on Jonathan Crewso as New Yonkens. We'll see.

FD: Crewso will volunteen fo serve on the 3-man DipCon Society Comm.
They hate Sax and will not support him on anything. They suggest that
Ganny Cufflink be asked to serve as the thind membern. They'ne willing to
suppont Enb's ne-election as chairman.

MB: Crewso has given me a huge amount of feedback on my DipCon activities
and has given DipCon prominent mention in his W for the Last three issues, the
Last veny strnongly urnging that people come to Onigins. He might make a good
chodice. He would cerntainly beat Sax 4in any efection.

FD: As you hnow, I only half facetiously once suggested that the New Yonk
metno area be made a separate hobby region.




RW: In fact, the mone Sax pushes, the mone alienated and boned people will
feel, s0 that by the time he gets neally obnoxious, a motion to adjourn would
saill through.

MB: Ah, yes, Runnens, that is well-taken...several times. Fredenick?

FD: 1 categorically denied that 1 had used the words "whore and sfut”
in any Letten. 1 admitied that 1 probably said something Like "Living
fogethen without benefit of clergy." My genenation stLL finds something
impropen about Living togethern without manriage. Anyway, Kate was completely
hystenical and beyond neason. She is also quite parancdd about plots by
"Wonkd, Banibaldi, Lumphead and Daft to dnive me out of the hobby." In hex
shanp New Yonk accent, she snarfed threats at me to sue me fon £ibel. She
talked about hofding a BirnCon at hen home the same weekend as our DipCon. ALL
1 said was "Well, of counse you have a perfect night to do s0." 1In my innen
heant, 1 will admit to you (NOT fon pubfication) that I was saying "Whoopie!”
044 the necond and not fon publication, Jonathan Crewso has venbally thrneatened
to punch me when he sees me. If they actually sue, I can gile a countern-suit
gon "assault."

RW: As to 1984, avoid the west coast if you can, 1 think it's the kiss
0f death. (We pause here whilst 1 bite my Zongue.)

FD: 1 agnee, we should try to "pack the house” with delegates who will
suppont Detnoit in '83 and Chicago in '84, to make sune the Con doesn’t go
to New York edithen of those yeans.

MB: The problfem hene, as 1 see it, is that the constituiion makes {1
very difficult to not go to the west coast in 1984. Maybe in 1984 we'd be
better 044 with GenCon Easzt as a host.

FD: 1'd suggest that we promote Detroit fon the 1983 DipCon and Chicago
fon 1984. 1 don't think DipCon should ever go to the west coast again, as no
one but Califonnians shows up. 1§ we can amend the DipCon Chanten, we can approve
both of These bids at the same Lime.

MB: Runnens seems to be afraid that eliminating the present Arnea 111 will
fonce the con onto the west coast eveny three yeans. 11 will not unden the
proposed wonding. Every three yeans it's the west coast's tunn. However, all
the meeting has to do is vote that there 4is no suitable con and the west coast
15 out.

RW: 1t's true that unden the night circumstances, you might be out here
once every Aix years, but under the cuwwnent sysiem, the same circumstances
would nesult in an §-yean span. This is therefone one amendment 1 would feel
disposed to oppose on the floon. 1§ you a1ilL feel the change is best, by alt
means propose it, and we'll see how the vote goes. No big deal, I suppose...
and having us on opposite sides 0§ something might not be a bad idea 4in ferms
0f public nelations. 1In any event, 1'm not goding to be bitten 4§ 1 Lose a fLoor
§ight on this one...any rotation {s betten than none. But there will be a gloon
§ight. . .which, as 1 said, would be good for PR anyway, since we four are goding
to be seen wonking in tandem and/on agreement a Loi of the time.

MB: Well, Wrobel, as you can see, we've been hard at wonk, even aside gnrom
conresponding with Sax. Things are going well. ALso 1 am trying o generate
a wnitten necond of what I do. Next yearn someone efse will be the tournament
dinecton. 1'RE give him my wnitten stuff. By frying to be Zhonough, and
centralizing things [knowing winks all around), and considerning various ideas,
1 hope to make it easien fon the next guy- which could be you. Let me know
what gou think.

me: Gosh, Mu. Baribaldi, there seems to be a Lot of politics Lnvolved. I
don't know 44 1 could handle 4i%.

MB: There is no politics, except in your own mind. I§ ygou negdrained grom
manipulating half-truths, some of us might take you serniously. Mdsquoting me Zo
my face only confinms the popular judgement that you can't be trusted!




