FEUILLETONIST'S
FORUM

1ssge 27
Auguat 25, 19B6 Game Openings: Diplomacy! {512) 343-3202
Gunboat

Yes, I Jdo have another opsning in Gunboat. Right after filling

the Donaldson game, I received several more 1inquiries and at

least one check. Since Will has tco and scmaday, I decided what

::e hell. 5o if you are interested in a game of Gunboat, let me
w-

The Special Session of the legislature is in fwll ewing, with the
Housa leadership declaring there will not ba a tax increase and
the Senate leadership declaring there will not be anything until
there is a tax increase. We may be here until the regular
sassion starts in January.

It im anybody’'s guess what the political fallout will ba. The
odda-makers say we will have a new Governor in January, but then
they said Clements would beat White last time too. The Speaker
of the House iz a Democrat representing a district that supported
Reagan with 80% of the vote in 1984. He alec has a well financed
Republican opponent - Critics are charging +«hat he ig
representing his disatrict instead of Texas, and his opponent
claims +hat he jfan’t representing hig district well snough, i
classic campaign line: *I enjoy having and opponent. This way T
get to get out here and meet my constituents.™ One might say the
Speaker is just a little rusty at campaigning.

The GFL draft has besn a real pain., I got 4 of the draft lists
{40 lidts of 16 names each) returned prior to Friday, 4 on
Friday, 7 on Saturday, and the lagt ohe on Monday. I started the
Arafting sven though I was one short by giving that last player a
random limt. When I got hisa on Monday I Just couldn't help
myself, I started over again. I am sure that I just let Bruce
Linsey down, but I just couldn't give this ¥ a team that he had
no volece in chooxing. 5o the GFL rosters will be golng out a
couple of days after this.

This issue has all the regular stuff: Presidential Politica (one
more move o gof)}; George Will, Sam Donaldson and William
Raspbarrvy: an editorial and the letter column. Hotice that both
of the gubzinea that have baen known to frequent these pages are

not here._ In fact they haven't been hare for a whila. Well,
Jake got wrapped up in looking for a job and High Plains Gonzo
folded. tter Battles hasn't folded, but I keeap gettfng the

copy too Iats to include itl

FEUILLETONIST'S FORUM is an amateur monthly zine dedicated to the
Play and discussion of Diplomacy! (invented by Allan Calhamer and
Copyrighted by The AvnEon HIEL Game Company!. and Presidential
Politicse (inveanted and copyrighted by Jake Halverstadt) .
Publisher/Bditor: Creg PEllis, 700 HRis Grande, Austin TX
TB8701-2720. Readers are shcouraged to participate in the letter
column, which is primarily for the discussion of politice or PBM
issues. Ads cannot bse purchased, but worthy causes can get a
free plug. Snhs are $5/10 issues.




PRESIDENTIAL FOLITICS

POPULAR VOTE GETTING CLOSER ALL THE TIME!]
Republicans Have 106 Electoral Vote Lead

With only two weeks until the general election the Democrats have
pulled even closer, The Republicans lead the popular vote with
50.9%, but the Young/Hare ticket still has a zommanding 59% lead
in the electoral voteg, Mot since the turn of the century when
there was a strong three man race has the Preaident been electad
withont a majority of the popular vote. In 1960 John F. Kennedy
narrowly defeated Vice Pregident Richard Nixon in the closest
eslection in history. Had a few votes in any of a number of the
more populous states gone differently, HNixon may have been
President B years earlier,

The Republicana have buillt their electoral vote lead using the
small states in the Regicnals. The Rocky Mountain states provide
15 electoral wotes, representing a 70 wvote swing, and the
Republicans currently lead by only 18 votes. If the Democrats
can hold all of the states they now have except Iowa, and gain
Rocky Mountain and Illinois, the electoral votesg will be tied at
269. Poll results show Iowa as & dead even tie, but the
pollsters give a alight advantage +to the Republicans. The
Republicans lead in Illinois by 422 votes.

The most disappointing aspect of the Democratic campaign has to
be the poor showing in Maryland, Larzelere's home state.
Maryland insiders sSay the problem is the high negatives Wilcox
gers from the Baltimere crowd. Wilcox is the senior Senator from
Texas and Paltimere is home to many Congressional aides.

Democrat strategists are supposedly planning an assault on
California to countayr the argument that Wilcox can't win west of
the Rockies, Young currently leads by 4,150 vetes, which l1an't
surprising since he is currently a Senator from California =and
Hare used to represent the atate in the Senate as well., Wilcox
thinka that he can win the state over once they become more
familiar with hims stands on the issues. "The people who are
going to vote for me aren't the kind of people that pollsters
talk +to., But they will make their wvoice heard on election day,
when i+ counts.", the candidate [aid.

¥oung thinks he can heold all the states he has now, and add lIowa,
Pennaylvania, and maybe sven Texas, "Phough Wilcox iz pretey
popular in his home atate, they d2idn't like his choice of running
maten, Larzelere 3§z just too liberal for Texas Democrats. I
think we can win the astate.", Young said.

In fourteen daysa the isgue will be decided and we will have a new
President and Vice President,

PEI>IDIDRPERRD00 PRIV I LLLLLALLLLLL LA L L LA L CLY

Pete Gaughan and Tom Hise will ke hosting ABRLINGCON IIX in

O¢tober around Halloween. Make plans now to attend what is
always a great Con! And for those of you who haven't met <Cathy,
IT'S ABCUT TIMEIL1i!]] As usual, non-Dip spouses are invited.

Costumes are a plus, I'm sure. Contact Pete or Tom at 32121 East
Park Row #165, Arlington TX 7&010-3744.

Polly and T may be making an anniversary trip to Washington, D.C.

in Septemberi his 18 a big hint for you Warthogs and other
nearby residents to take us to dinnerl Trip is planned for 3724
to 9/28. I really would like to meet a few of you, and maybe

even get an insider'a look at the Nation's Capitall
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PRESIDENTIAL POLITICS NOTES

NEXT DEADLINE: September 1%, 1986
DUE NEXT TURM: Travel for weaks 11 and 123 JOrganizations
starting in waeks 11 and 12; Medjia bide for each state or region;g
Spotlight ismues for each state and region and the national
spotlights.

 CURRENT CFP TOTALS:

Young . Rare Wilcox Larzalere
Beginning Balance 2697 771 2738 826
Spant this turn <1592> <531> <1581> <528>»
Ending Balance 1105 240 1157 298
TRAVEL
Wilcox WHaseau [2.5), Wew York (8), Boston (2.5), Salt Lake

City, WNashville, Memphis, New Orleans, Indianapolis,
Nawark {2).

Young Chicago (4%, Pittsburgh, Philadelphia (4], Dallas,
Houston, Claveland, Cincinnati, §St. Paul, Denver,
Atlanta, Seattle, St. Louis (3}, Kansas City.

Iarzelare Pascagoula/Biloxi, Jackson, Tulsa, Ok lahoma city,

Lawton/Bloomington, becatur/Champaign,
Springfield/Rockford, Peoria/Tri-Citieg, Pargo/Lincoln,
Topaka/Duluth, wichita/Oomaha, Colmmbia/Charleston,
Raleigh/Greenville, Charlotte, Greesnsborc, Colorado
Springs/Loas Vagas, Albugquergus /Tucaon,
Chattanooga/Knoxville, Wilmington/Sioux City,
Waterloo/Cedar Rapids, Des Moines.

Hare Tacois, Spokane/Eugens, Salem/New London,
Portland/Lawiston, Toledo, Akraon, Youngstown,

Canton/Lorraine, Hamilton/Lima, Cedar Rapide/Waterloo,
Siocux City/Debuque, Altoona/NE Pennsylvania, Allentown
(i1/2), Worcester, Springfield, New Bedford/Pittefield,
Baton Rouge/Shreveport, Lake Charles /Alaxandria,
Lafayette/Mcnroe, Gary, Ft. Wayne/Evansville, 5South
Hend (1/2).

MEDTA

Democrate: Minimum share in all states except AL, FL, MD, NH,
VA, WI and I.% * Minimum in IL, & NY, 2 * Minimum in HNJ.

Republicans: Minimum in all states except PL, AL, WI and 2 *
Minimum in IL and BS,

ORGANIEATIONS

DemOCrAatE:

Starting waek 8 CA, MA, NY, PA, TX, BA, BB

Starting weak 9 IL, KY, MI, N3, OR, NE, RM

Starting week 10: IN, IA, LA, M5, OK, NP, PS5

Republicana:
Starting week 8: MA, IL, CA, OH, Sh, BS, RM, PS5

Etarting wesk 1l0: IA, MS, OK, NH, NY, LA, IN, PA, VA, TX, MY,
MI, X¥, HJ, WE, WP The money spent and organization vote totals
reflect the assumption that the organizations will be maintained
far the rest of the campaign. Should either party close an
organization prior to the electicn, the money will ba returned
and the vote totals reduced accordingly. I will also maim you
the first chance I getl
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WILLIAM RASPBERRY - REGULAR BIPLOMACY!
SPRING 1901
RUSSIA PRCBES SYLESTA, BURGUNDY BUSY!

Austrina Lin Morrisett 13450 Maham Road #4328, Dallas T¥ 75240
A Bud-SER, A VIE H, F Tri-ALBD

England Pete Gaughan 3121 E. Park Row #165, Arlington X 76014
A Lvp-WAL, F Lon-ENG, F Edi-NER AT

France Russ Wallace 4707 Bella Dr., Colorado Springs CO 80918
F Bra-MID, A PAR~-Pur, A MAR-Bur

Germany Evans Givan 8066 Camstock Court, Citrus Hts CA 95610
A MUN-Bur, F Kie=-DEN, A Ber-KIEG

Italy Derwood Bowen 2140 East State Street, Salem OH 444430
A Ven-T¥d, A Rom-VEN, F Nap~-TYR

Fusmia Jim Diehl 10530 wW. Riverview Dr., Eden Prairie MN 55344
F S+p-BOT, A War-5IL, A Mos~UER, F Sev=RUM

Turkey Melinda Holley P.0., Box 2793, Huntington wv 25727

A Con—-BUL, A Smy-ANK, F Ank-COM

DEADLINE IS SEPTEMBER 1%, 1988

FRESS

FRENCH FREE PRESS: The mecret of success is sincerity. Once you
can fake that you've got it made,

GER—-FRhA: As you rcan see, a bounce in Burgundy is OK with me,
Peace on the Maginot line is ny motto.

Pink Floyd to World: Is anybhody out there?

ITALY-FRA: No letters make a Dip game rough. Are your stamps so
pretty you can't bear to part with them?

GME~-ITA: HMaybe he was writing to Pink Floyd.

WARSAW: Enraged and cutraged by rumors from multiple sources
that errant German naval forces might enter Denmark in Spring to
thwart Russian hegemony 1n Sweden, Tgarist infantry probed
Silesia. If untrue, hangings are in order when recalled to
Warsaw.

GME-GER: Jim has been trying to probe me for several seasons now
in Tanich.

GER=-GM: Who is Raspberry? The columnist?

GME-GER: Yup. He is what we call a political feuilletonist.
ITA~TUR: Thanks for writing; let's make it happen.

PLAYER-GM: Since you aren't going to print Jjoke orders in
Gunboat, how would you handle the following orders: A VIE 5 Tur
A Bul=Rum, F TRI £ Ita A Ven. The firat one is impossible and
the second is stupid.

GME-PLAYER: The first order would ke listed as A VIE H, and the
second printed exactly as it iz, If the move is possible I print
it, regardless of how atupid it is, That doesn'"t apply to GEORGE
WILL because it is a new rule, )




FRANCE
GERMANTY

ROSEIA
TURKEY

FNGLAMND
FRANCE
GERMANY
TUREEY

GEORGE WILL
SPRING 1513

Puild Fleet Liverpools F Liv-IRI, F Bel-ENG, F Nwg-NMY, A
KIE M3 A HOL, F Nth-DEN (F BAL 5}, A STP-Mas, F Mid 5 Pre

7 sEa{acl (Ret, WAT, POR, OTR)
Bu Fleet Marseilley A BRE H, ¥ MAR 8 F SPA (A RBUR, F

SPA S (A GAS 5}

Remove Fleat Helgoland; A Sil-MUN (A BER, A RUH 5), F
Den-Bal {Ret., HEL, SKA, SWE, OTB) -
Retreat A WAR OTHE i

Build Army Ankaray A Sev-MOS (A UKR 5), A Ank-SEV (F BLA
Cl, A Gal-SIL (A WAR 5), F Ion-TYH, F Was-MID (F NAF £),
F Tun-WES, A Rum-GAL, A BOH-Mun (A TYO S), A VIE-Boh, F
LYO-Mar (F PIE S)

FALL 19123
F Mid Ret-POR; F Nwy-SWE (F DEN S), A Kie-BER (F BAL 5},
A HOl-XIE, A STP-Mos, F POR-Mid {(F IRI, PNG 5}
A BRE H, P SPA-Por, F MAR-S A CAS Mar (A BUR S)
A MUN H (A RUH, A Par S5 (ANN. F Ba, - #TH)

F Bla-CON, A Mar-FRU {A SIL S), A Gal-WAR, A Sev-MOS (A
UDKR S), F LYD-Spa, F TYN-Lyo (P PIE 5), A BOH-Mun (A TYO
5/, ¥F MID § Fre A Bur-Mun (TMP) (F NAF, F WES S), A
Moa-LVN

SUPPLY CENTER CHART

Home , Nwy, Bel, 5tp, Rol, Kie, BER, POR, SWE, DEN - 12 +1
Home, Spa,; POr == =mm e e e e o o o e o e i e e e e d =1
Mun, ber, den, swe —=————ww—- - - atimme ) =3
Home, Italy, Austria, Balkans, Tun, Sev, Rum, War,

MOE o o o o o o i e e e - - = e e e e e e 17 +1

Turkey is +2 due to a declined builds. Germany is only minus one
due to annihilations.

The Concespion to Turkey, E/F, & E/T failed 3 ¥YES, 1 NO, 1NVR.

DEADLTNE FOR WINTER 1913 ARD SPRING 1914 IS SEPTEMBER 8, 19B&




SAM DONALDSON

SPRING 1501
AUSTRIA A Vie-BUD, A Bud-5ER, F Tri-ALBP
ENGLAND A Liv=YOR, F LOn—NTH, F Edi-NWwG
FRANCE A Par-BUR, F Bre—-ENG, A Mar-SPA
GERMANY F Kie=DEN, A Ber-KIE, A MUN H
ITALY A Ven-PIE, A Rom-APU, F Nap-ION
RUSSIA ¥ Stp~-BOT, A War-GAL, A Mos—-UKR, ¥ SEV-Bla
TUREKEY A Con=-BUL, A Smy-&RM, F ANK-Bla

FALL 1%01
AUSTRIA A BUD S Tur A Bul=Rum, P Albk-GRE {A SER 5]
ENGLAND A Yor-LON, F Nwg-NWY, F NTH-Pel
FRANRCE A Bur-MAR, A Spa-POR, G-Be
GERMANY F DEN=-Swe A Kie-HOL, A Mun-BUR
ITALY A PIE H, A Apu-TUN (F ION C)
RUSSIA F BOT-Swe, A Gal-RUM (A UKR S, F SEV 5}
TURKEY A BUL—Eum, A ARM H, F ANK B

SUPPLY CENTER CHART AND WINTER 1941
ATTSTRIA Home, GRE, SER —-——=== +2 Build A TRI and A VIE
ENGLAND Home, HNWY —=——=—=—————-— 41 Build F LVP
FRANCE Home, POR ——=——==———— +1 Build A PAR
GERMANY Horme, DEN, HOL =-=====- +2 Build A MUN and F RKIE
ITALY HOme, TN =====mr-———- +1 Build A VEN
RUSSIA Home, RIM =======-—— +]1 Build A WAR
TUREEY Home, BUL - ======——— +1 PBPuild F CON
DEADL.INE POR SPRING 1902 IS SEPTEMBER 19, 1986

Please look at the Press sectlion of RASPEERRY for some houserule

interpretations. Extra long deadline this time to compensate for
+the start of achool, the continuing special assssion, and the
start up of the GrL, Genorge Will has the normal deadline becasue
i+ should ke over by next issue.




BEDITORIAL

Laast time Jim Burgess asked me akout my persobhal philosophy and
asked why I had a pro-business bent. The following editorial
answars that challenge.

Peocple Join together as a society and agrese to a form of
governmeant to provide an efficient means of protection and
aervices. This involves a trade ofr: I give up my freedom,
aither in the forim of money or rightsa, to get the aecurity of
governpent. I pay money to the government 80 that I can have the
protection of the police and courts. I cculd spend that money on
a private aecurity force, but it is cheaper to get the same
protection ae a society. I alee have to agrea t0o submit myself
to the Jurisdiction of the court system in order to have that
system protect me. I glve up the right to avenge a loved oOnes
Aeath oOr perscnally recover proparty stolen from me and defar to
the judicial system inatead. I then also have the aystem’'s
protection when I am accused. I want roads and sewer systems and
schools and parks, To get those services, I agres to pay my
ashare,

As a soclety we want more than protection from present dangers,
and remedy to past injustice; we want protection from future
dangers. Ws have created many regulatory agencies to see to it
that my life and property are not subjected to undue dangers. We
limi+ who ecan become a Doctor or Lawyer through a competency
test., We alsc test Barbers and Beauvticians. We have a Fococd and
Drug administration to test poBEsSible drugs for side effects.
Matiy lives are lost to diseases that might have b#en cured by a
drug that has been invented but not y&t approved. But wWe accept
that as a trade for the lives that would be lost if dJdrugs were
nold without the testing.

I think Jim and I would agree on all of this. Where we disagree
iz on where to draw the line. I don't think it is necessary to
test BAarbers. It may not even be necessary to test lawyers,
Generally, I think we should treat civil juetice the same way we
treat coriminal dJustice: uwme the possibility of manctions as =
daterrent to uyndesfirable behavior.,

We use the criminal justice system 48 a deterrent to crime, but
it is &ll after the fact. Most of society is deterred from
committing & crime by the threat of punishment. Maybe drug
companies would J&o the testing on their own 1if they wers helad
Etrictly liable for any deaths that occurred. This zest for
prevention could get out of hand, In fact, I wonuld be willing to
bet that Jim and the other advocates of government control would
bae dead =s#t against using these same typs of preventative
meAEuUres to deter crime.

It ie possible to prevent most of tha crimes that oocur if we
take preventative measures that are currently precluded by the
conatitution, The crime rate would plummet if the police could
stop and search anyone without cause, or if they could put “bugs"
in everyone's bediocom, or if they could arrest and punish people
who were likely to commit crimes.

Pratty preposterous suggestions. It should ba noted, howevar,
that some people want to take away the right to own a handgun.
They believe it is justified since it would reduce crime. I &am
not as concerned with reducing crime as I am with losing my civil
rights. I also don't want to lose my economic rights, so I am
generally against preventative measures in commerce.




Should business be allowed to have it own wayr No, Should we
get out of the business of regulating through agencies and back
to the idea of regulating through courts? Yes. If it works for
oir criminal syetem, then it should work fer our commercial
aystem as well. The major Arawback to such a system is holding a
corporation accountable for its actions. There isn't anything to
throw in jail, and if it goes out of businesas there isn't any way
to collect the money, Phis is a major obstacle, but it rould be
overcome, and in the meantime the regulatory power of government
could and #hould be curtailed.

That'es the way I see it, The letter column contains a few cther
ideas.

LETTER COLUMN
Pate Gaunghan (1/8/86¢)

Why is "Clement's Secret Plan™ a misnomer? It certainly is5 a
secret, but for all T know it may be somecne =1se's plan.

what kind of group has Jim-Bob lumped me in with? T haven't
"hammered”™ at you for a while, and I'm not sure that I buy his
agsumption that monay wve. popular opinion is the root of our
system {although I like that better than your formula of people
va. the government, Greg).

Jim, I'm truly tired of "free-market" arguments, so I hope you
don't get much response, But I'1l read the comments primarjly
because I want to sge whether anybody starts to delineate where
the market ghould be free and where it #shouldn't -- in other
words, where employYees should get their way and where emplovers
should get theirs. The heart of my hatred for capitalism is that
employers get their way too often, (Read amployers +o include
ownars of Capitall

I would rather pes a style of governttent in which employers wera
granted the right to a modest profit in e&Xchange for "promoting
the general welfare.* Wages promote the general welfare but not
nearly as much as education, ecology, and research.

Wanna fight over whether a profit is a right or a privilege?

If youn doen't mind, I'11l do my "griping® about the Poll to you, so
ams to keep it cut of my zine. I don"t really care whether I do
well, but I feel a bit trodden on for a couple of things. First,
how could I get a zero? Last year I has a 3 and a3 & {which im
understandable —-— somebody didn't care for the literature}l and
this year my next lowest scores were two 4's. My modified mean
without that zero would be 7.368, moving me up two Spots.

Now, you're wrong about my preference score hurting me. Every
2ine ahead of me inp modified mean is ahead in the final score,
and only one zine with a lower preference is in front, Sc The
le voted, both ways, to put me where I am. Anyway, who voted
Eﬁat gz Cniy 12 Perelandra subbers are in the wvoter list (I
don't be&lieve names should be published, but once thay are, I'1ll
use¢ them), and 2 ex-pubbers. Even accounting for pass-—-around
copies {(Larry FPeery +o Mike Maston; maybe Hugh Christie ¢to
Howard}) AT LEAST 7 PEQPLE VOTED ON PERELANDRA WHO HBAD NOT SEEN
MORE THANMN ONE ISSUEB DURIRG THE REQUIRED FIME . That ZeYo, and
probably some other low scores, came from people who had not even
looked at Perslandra. I have no enemies that I know of, wsither.
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In & year in which the average vote increased by 1%, my average
vate (hey, including the zero sven) went up from 6.75 toc 7! Take
out that zero, and I'm at 7.304 unmodified mean. o my zine
improved greatly compared to “inflation®™ {real growth?).

Agein, that zero: only 14 finex out of 60 got any Eerces at all,

My people read the best? I lost +to thresa "pervice zines
(including Yes, WVirginia for crying owt loudl), The Alamc Cit
Timesa Hura'rin ﬁ{nlst-rs, and Fol B1i Pia, and I was tied Ey
four cther warehouge zlines, BSure, I expect to lose to EE, Magus,
ming

Coataguana at al - but is Di Digegt better +than
iw!-L;-le% Macabre a dead tie (1=-I-

I don't gst NFA SK Redwood Curtain, Canadian Diplomat, or
saveral of those a & oug. ave gean two or three of sach}.
But there are 17 zines which I defented laast year but tied (6} or
loat to (11) this year, and only ona in the other direction
(instead of tying Winsome-Losessoma I defeated it).

So where dv all these aimless ramblings bring me? Well, my mean
is up, evean moxe than usual. My prefersnce score is way down.
And even though my mean is op, it's still the 30th mean ocut of 60
{maybe an average avarage?}, :

My conclusion: the voters (1/3 of which don't sub to Perelandra)
believe that Perelandra has lost ground to rest of the hobby in
the last year. Part of this loss is to freshment 8 nhew Iines
ahesad of me. Magus finally passed me -- hoped for and welcome.
S0 only 16 zines passed me, ONLY 162!

To score high you must have high circulation. Now Conrad claims
that's backwards, but the top ten zines drew an average of 53.8
votex, The next ten diew 28.8, then 25.7, then 192.1. Only &6
zines ahead of me had fewer votes.

I 1like to think of the hcocbby as the NBA -- an elite, a gresat
second-rank, then a gradual decline through the rest. I don't
believe Perelandra is, nor do I +£ry to make it, an elites zine. T
don't have the time for it! But it is & great Second-tier mag
regardleas of the Pcll. My ratingsai

Elite: Maqus, EE, NEFA, maybe Costaquana, maybe SK

Second-Tier: Pere, FF, XL, Praxis, Boob Report, Dip World, IT,
Politesse, maan Frobozz itest warehouse zine 1've sver sBeen, but
I at aubscr

woh' 't e to it just for games), maybe Flick of the

Wriet

I do believe Parelandra belongs in the top Flfteen (obviously by
my list) =-- and after all this, it still doesn't bother me to be

lower. I don't care about the crowd's opinion, I want my 35 or
40 to be happy. I'm going to do my own chack-up 1in twe Sonths on
this.

Dick Martin (B/7/BE)

I was getting all ready to explain sy philoacphy, but then
couldmr*t figure out which philosophy you were intsrested in.
Models? "Businhess rules?” George "I wanha b= President at any
cozt™ Buesh? I can't tell. Since you already know what I think
about models and Bush, let's go for business.

You say that “businsss should, and does, simply answer the npeeds

of the people.” Maybe some do, like Roto Rooter, but for the
most part business only locks cut for itself, Strip mining is
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looking out for the people? A pet of dead Great Lakes is looking
ocut for peopla? The S&L crisie is locking out for people? The
abuses of buminess are legion, and to trust them to look out for
the individual man in the street is fantasy., I wonld like to
have government "get out of the way™ of buainess, bhbut business
hag Jdemonstrated time and again that they will get away with
anything thay can, Whare do you draw the line of government
intervention?

What do you think of the Rehnguist nomination? Gilven your
"pro-people™ stance, I expect you are against it, as Rehnguist
has congistently favored the govermnment over peocople.

<<Ams 1 salid last issue, I don't think that Rehnguist will make
much of a difference as the Chief Justice except that he is sgaid
to be more intelligent than Burger and will run the court better,
Many of the Burger Court decisiona were 5-4, but they actually
represented 31-2-2-2 decisgiona, The issues weren't ever distilled
to a single Congtitutional guestion that could be decided wup or
down. Hard to set precedent like that.

Gary Coughlan (B8/1&6/86)

Eparks always aesem to fly in your letter column —= I loved Jim
Burgesg' comrent concerning your "stirong doses of ignorance and
lack of imagination™ and the way you didn't take it as an insult.
1 admire that,.

Economics is one of my weak areas. The federal deficit scares me
and it is growing. Reagan seems totally unaware that it is
primarily he, the primo balanced budgeteer, who has more than
doubled the deficit since he came to DEffice. Taxes are nNeeded
and he ignorantly refuses even to consider them.

wWhat 4o you think of Reagan's stance on sanctions for Sounth
Africa ¢ I am proud of the Republican controlled Senate for
abpandoning him on this issue. Ae needs to do more than mouth
Pretty anti-apartheid sentiments. The man disgusts me.

P.S. I don't pees anything wrong in answering comments by your
readers in the same issue., Every publisher has the T"last say”
and most, 1f not all, glive equal time to those writing in to
their letter column. I know that you do!

<<Thanka for the vote of confidence Gary. I think that I will
try &and restrict my comments to specific answers to guestions,
and do less arguing here. You are the sacond person to ask about
South Africa, 80 I will give a short answer here. South Africa
wiil aventually have to change. It should be the goal of the US
to make that transition as painless as possible, and try and make
sure the eventually govermment is an ally., That may be obtained
by pressuring the current government through sanctiona, but then
again sanctiona may force so mich economic chaos that . an open
rebellion breaks out, That rebellion would probably be fueled by
the Sovietz and the likely victor wounld be anti=-us, It i=s =&
judgemant call. To say that one group is ra<ist because they
advocate a dlifferent wmeans to the same end seems ignorant and
unjustified., It is also hard to justify forcing South Africa to
change overnight when the U5 atill hasn't conguered all of its
problems in the 120 years sinCe the civil war.

If the United States 1s to retain the necessary trade 1in wvital
precicus metals (Platinum mostly; forget the diamondsl), then we
need to back an acceptable alternative goverpment and hope it
takes powery smoothly. An interesting month! Let®s keep it up!t>>
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