Nexus Press FOL SI FIE #162‘ January 26, 1985

FOL SI FIE is & magazxne of postal D:plomacv publlshed .every siyx weeks {usyallv]}

. by Randolph Smyth, 212 Aberdeen 8t.. S E., Medicine Hat, Alta. T1A OR! CANADA.
Phone (1-403-)526-7963 between 6: OO and LD 00 MST. Present games jinclude 19%79-H2Z
1982~AR, 1983-AE, 1984-AJ, and 1984-HW (formerly "Water") Subscriptions are 60c
per issue, with U.5. money at par. Anv suhber is welcome to join my standby list
which present]v 1naludes Aqhesqn, Berrigank, Cusack, D:eh!* Gautronk, Gabrielx,
Karnes, Ronald%x, and Tinkerx {prlﬂrxtv to those asterisk’ed, who are plaving
fewer than two games here at the moment) .

. The newest game, “Xvlene®, has three entries at this tyrping, so I. doubt it
will fil1l by thp time this issue, goes out. $9.00 each for those interested, pref
lists are optional, hut you’d best put somethhng in unless you WANT to play the
Italians.. . and even then, why not make it official?

Faithful (and long-suffering) readers mav have noted a substantial improve-
ment in legibility beginning om p.- 4 -of ~last issue. [ received a new shipment of
printer tapes in time to reproduce that page{.and future issues should be better
than .past ones in that respact. Next time, I won’'t let myself run down to the
paoint where I have to relv on "retreadf r;bbops (though WD~40 does a reasonably
good -job wher only limited runs are. necessarv)

I was going to put my, 1nit1a1 comments on the “Water" players .into last
issue. .. then thought they were antztled to . at least one full period of negotia-
tion w1thout having my opinions herning in. (Also, 1 ran out of space last time)
50 .here, two weeks before the deadline, is my initial assessment of early pros-
pects for sach playver: _ . ‘ _ , s s
AUSTRIA (DAVE CARTER}: Well- known to most GCanadians as the publisher of SLEEP-~

LESS KNIGHTS. Dave has also . slvlv accumulated the largest number of Calha~
mer points af Lhe plavlng ﬂdﬁld. a!most 2ll in games ending within the past two
vea£§¥,60n51dpr Als0 that he was branded a “wimp” in FSF #159 for rarely winning

ime, and vou will get an 1&&5 of how hﬁtl”& Dave has had to be recently to
put tnﬂ&xher 7.86 CPs. Pernaps he. rarely wins, hut I daresav it‘’s equally rare
‘s left out at the anish -
§*. 1] need that kind of stavinq pouer Ln tne Austr:an haot-sest. If opening

fpgies are fairly trad1tional he muyst Lxrst tackle his neighbours to the
81 he has a hard, though well- -Jefined, pmqice there. Both Russxa and Turkey
are formarﬂ&gbl1shers themselves, he .5, ppohaply more personally familiar with
. but he‘guv ftind Harry more qj & ph;lqsaabxca] soyl-mate if their similar

a3 ws~to-wins ratio is meanzngfuL L0r ocan he afford to postpone an immediate
chnxqe in the east to pick up centﬁns quxetly, or strike westward?

. 271, 712, 5/3, 274, 175, (This is th& Gﬂlhamer point record I have for

h player, i.e. Dave has. two_wxns} 7 two-way draws, 5 three-way draws, etc.)

EE*AND {(STEVE BERRIGAN): Steve hasn‘t established the hobby-wide track record
-h3m opponents here, but got the nod on the basis of his F5F
Pfigrmance as gy most tenacxous player when .the going gets tough. 1 suspect his
) gotiations often fall flat, since -he’s frequently in trouble by 1903;
: BRing. seens to click.at that point, #nd I[°'d take an even-money bet that
twp centar position will &till be apaund five years later! His sole win was
. &swred in FSF a couple of mears back, from .a standby position that was really on
t} ropes when he took it over. 1f he gets through the opening with an ally and
, position, look for him.to come on strangly later.
England was therefora A good choice to put at the head of his pref list:
'strengths and, weaknas;eg neatlyAbalance his own and should give him & steady
Ormance thrqughout He 1l likely have t.0 negotiaste maxnly with two high-~
ile U 5. plagers in France and Garmany; initiasl sgccess will probably depend
dersuading aach to attack ‘the other with the sager help of po’ 1i“1 unknown
e. . JJf Mark and Paul feel any sense of fellowship amidst a sea of Canadians,
Job will be that much tougher (171, 1/2, 1/3)
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FRANCE (MARK BERCH): This man probably needs the least introduction of any of
the plavers. Publisher of DIPLOMACY DIGEST and ubiquitous contributor to

DIPLOMACY WORLD, Mark has been a household word throughout the hobby for several

. years. But how well does he plav? Four wins and §. 73 CPs suggest he’s no slouch
and rather more aggressive than most of this field. A disappeointing result in

" the recent DW demo game may have tarnished his reputation somewhat, but a single

game is a poor reflection of ability. He’'s plaved one game in FSF, winning in
impressive style over some other strong f1n15hers _ ‘ ‘

Mark‘s article on the French openings in DW last year may bear some study
by his neighbours. Freance was astonishingly unpopular 'in this game‘’s pref lists
Mark and I both consider it the most flexiblé of nations--perhaps the strongest
in the right hands. Overall), if T had to pick one of the seven as having the
best chance of a good game here, 1‘d have to go with Mark’'s France.

(471, 2/2, 173, 2758)
GERMANY (PAUL RAUTERBERG): Of all the players, Paul is the only one I scarcely

" "know. He publishes THIRTY MILES ‘OF 'BAD ROADU, dne of the better U.5. zines,

and has established an excellent playing record with 5. 6§ CPs. He’s the only ont
that’'s never played in TSF before, 'so his style and fortunes are of particular
interest to me. As Germafiy he‘l]l have ample opportunity to steer himself right
or wrong!-~and his principal early rHeighbours (B/E/R) could hardly dffer him a
more differing mix of plaving stvles and backgrounds. (2/1, 372, 3/3, 4/4, 1/6)
ITALY (DON TINKER): Franklv,'l had to think e¢specially hard before putting Don

into this one. His CP total suggests that he won’t be a match for most of
the other players here. Ultimately I ‘Passéd over applicants wi'th considerably
better records, and I'm not sure I can tell vou why. Italy is hardly a piece of
cake to play, either, though it’s rarely attacked outright in the opening. [’ve
never plaved against him (have I, Don? Nothing memorable, anvhow) but he*s been
in FSF for several vears.” ]l get the impression of a good, prompt, and enthusias-
tic writer from his orders, which are always legible and on time, and more
importantlyv, though he hasn‘t had notable success vet, his moves hHavée a flavour
that I regard as more than just competent. Reputation-wise, he has much to dain
and little to lose from participation here; so in one sense he could become ‘the
most dangerous plaver here if he gains an initial foothold. As Italy, that may
be relatively easy; carn he then hold his own in the middlegame where Itallan
bositions traditipn&]lv get left behind? (2/2, 1/3)
RUSSIA (HARRY DREWS): Harry was one of the most capable Canadian plavers in the

mid-70s; perhapé‘hfs major contribution as ‘co-editor of the immortal PARDI-
YSM was his articles dh pIav*of ‘the - game——~the kind of analysis that has all'm
disappeared from tihe hobby these days. I don‘trecall him ever doing poorly “i} &
game, but he lacked the killer instinct and almost invariably ended up with pr-
of a draw. Couple that with Dave Carter’s similar record, and 1'd be surprise
to see this game end up as 8 solo victory: anyone who DOES win-wjll have to ?t
out full value for itt ° < -

I think Harry has set himself a challende'‘in -choosing Russia, though. Of
all the countries, Russias probably benefits the most from an adventurous: atvl,
something incompatible with the old Harry. Of course, he’s been odtQﬁﬁ f@gﬁwf
play for some years and may have changed--or may deliberately treat this as
chance to blow off steam in a fimal fling, totally heedless of reputation. Hs
doubtiess the plaver that most ‘spectators will be watching: how will an unrea-
structed ‘70s plaver make out todav? (1/1, 272, Z/3, 474, 2/5)

TURKEY (RON BROWN): Until its fold about six months ago, Ron’s SNAFU! was mhw

the best Canadian zines. With relatively few completed games, Ron has 4.
established himselfi as one of the premier Canadian plavers: in contrast to h!
northern neighbours here, he tends to win & lot. On the level of game philos{
and stvle, then, ‘the most interesting early development will be the R/AZT sh:
out: can Ron persuade "drawers" to attack éach other in alliance with ™ “win/

.or not? Of course, in a game at this levél, personal relationships are 1 il
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to be more important than reputation and records, still, 1'1]1 be most interested
in endgame comments on what principally influenced these plavers. (271, 2/2, 1/3}

PRINCIPAL SPRING 1901 PREDICTION: No “surprising'" moves. Even those plavers that
are temperamentally inclined to go out on & limb early will likely save these
tactics for games where an inferior level of opposition will permit recovery
from a8 bad opening strategy., Initially, I expect the same "problem" here as in
the DW demo games: with an eve to the multitudes of spectators, no plaver wants
to leave himself open to be pasted too thoroughly, so the moves may lack "spice”
I would regard anything ovt of the ordinary as indicative of a "what the hell™
attitude. Overall, look for & cautious pickup of neutrals in 1901, perhaps with
no fights/alliances obvious by vearend; in 1902, the “witches™ (E/T) may have
the most difficulty in finding allies among their neighbours, who share more
ctharacteristics with each other and may regard. the "witches" as odd-men-out.

With all available factors considered, I can weight the positiagns according
to my estimate of their chances, out of d& total -of 100: sort of a “percentage
chance of 8 Calhamer point®”. For pre~5pring 1901 this comes out to A=15, E=12,
F=18, G=14, I=11, R=16, T=14.

(Al]l this was drafted when -the gamestart first went out, well before anvy
orders came in. Let’s see now what happened after weaks of negotiations:)

1984-HW ("Water”}: NOT OQFTEN THAT EVERY MQVE SUCCEEDS, EVEN IN SPRING 1901'!
Austria (Dave Carter): A Bud-Ser, A Vie-Bud, F Tri-Alb.
England (Steve Berrigan): A Lvp-Yor, F Edi-Nwg, F Lon-Nth.
France (Mark Berch): F Bre-Mid, A Par-Pic, A Mar-Bur.
Germany (Paul Rauterberg!): F Kie-Dén, A Bér-Kie, A Mun-Ruh.
Italy (Don Tinkerl): F Nap-lon, A Rom-Ven, A Ven-Tyo.

Russia (Harryv Drewsl): F StPi(scl-Bot, A War-Ukr, A Mos H, F Sév-Rum.
Tyrkey (Ron Brown): F Ank-=Con, A Con-Bul, A Smy-Ank. = -

As I said, all moves succeed. Paul, I should note that vour ONLY set of orders
came in on Thursday, i.e. the day before the deadline. It wouldn’t have needed
much more of a glitch in the postal service for vou to have been NMR. I STRONGLY
urge everyone to send preliminary orders upon receipt of each season’s results,
to be amended later. (Most of vou do that anvhow, but Paul’s new here... .}

1 den‘t think 1’'ve sent you gquys copies of my houserules, either. 111 try
to remember ta include & set with this 1ssue. if I forget again, remind me.

Only one scrap of press:

Turkev-Kraken: [ hope you weren’t.leooking for new openings, like A Smy-Syr and
F Con-Ank! Mavbe someday, but not this time.

Kraken: That’s what I thought (see abovel.

Turkev-World: Ah, ha, the old Brown Sultan:again, eh? He has many personas, from
the benign dictator whoe sends belly dancers to his allies, to the raving
lunatic who will send an army to Edinburgh if he‘s cheesed off enough.
Which will he be? Even he doesn‘t know. o :

Kraken: Give him Holland, guvs, vou wouldn’t want to cheese him off.

GM ANALYSIS, Spring 1201: I seem to have got off to & fairly good start with the

prediction that 501 wouldn‘t features any really startling moves--though the
fireworks could easilv begin this Fall ahead of my original projections. Harry
has already served notice that his style is still unaggressive and his tactics a
bit unusual by todav’s standards. A Mos H is rarelvy seen, but looks exactly the
right order for this opening where the unit could be needed anywhere. The demil-
itarization of Bla suggests it won‘t be headed scuth in the Fall, anvhow.

Dave is probably the most disappointed man on the board. The Italian moves
are not uynusual in themselves, but his own orders suggest that he wasn‘t expect-
ing them, which looks bad. It’s inconvenient at best to be defending a vacated
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Vie/Tri against Italian armies, while R/T have apparently taken some positive
diplomatic steps to prevent hostilities between them. Austria hasn’t suffered
anything so crude as A War-Gal, but it certainly seems that he must do the most
ceffective talking over the next few seascns to catch up.

Italy has come the tlosest to boldness with his moves: if he continues in
the same vein, it may pay dividends in the Fall, but an enemyv made 50 early may
ztall him thereafter. lnteresting that the dramatic spotlight has been stolen,
at least for the moment, by the least experienced plaver--but perhaps that was
to be expected, singe Don is most likely to be operating on the "what the hell”
gttitude mentioned above!

Mark seems intent on Bel, and barring some pretty tall cooperation between
E/S, he~ll likely get it this Fall. The peaceful, “cookbook"” moves give na real
hint of how negotiations are going in the northwest, though France’s northward
motion will leave Italy bresthing easier. Could F/I cocperate sgainst Mun? It’s
nossible, but the overall situation has left both of them with what appear te be
more promising options elsewhere. In Psaul’s shoes, 1%d return A Ruh-Mun since
Germany is unlikely -to gain either Bel or 3we, but use A Kie to take Hol unless
he has good reason to suspect that Mun iz in serious danger from F/I. While the
questions remain, though, I wouldn’t antagonize Russia with F Den-~Swe.

However, ltaly in particnlar is unlikely to pass the East for the North
unless he has a “deep®” alliance with both Austria and France--which could in
turn put Dave's orders in & completely different light. Harry could even be
surprised by a supported attack against Rum if Dave plays such a gamble to the
limit! All that remains an unlikely possibility, though: look instead for battle
over Tri/Vie this Fall, with relative calm elsewhere as most of the neutrals are
snapped up. Under this scenario, England wi}ll take Nwy, France gets Bel and his
choinoe of Epa or Por, Germany grabs Hol and Den, and Russia nips into Rum and
probzbly Swe. As Tuorkey., ! would dive A Bul-Gre, F Con-Bul(probably sc) a trv:
it’s better than even money, 'I think. that he can pick up twe that way, though
an R/A stab could be disastrous. Italy takes Tun, and. ...

The I/A frontier is tacticeilly the most interesting, assuming they are st
war. Even A Ser 3 F Alb-Tri, A Bud-Vie-doedsn’t guarantee the safely of Austria’ s
home centers, if Ron can be persuaded to cut support with A Bul-Ser. But on ths
other hand, F Alb-Gre, A Ser-Tri, and A :Bud either -Vie or § A Ser~Tri could
give Austria two builds ‘against even an dall-put attack by the Italian armies if
Don guesses wrong and Ron is cecntent to sit in Bul. As Italy, even A Tyo-Vie,

L Ven-Tyo merits some thought if he‘s expecting A 3Ber-Tri. The most one can say
iz that both Italy and Turkev have good shots at a8 second build at Austria’s
expense; Dava coyld still take -two, but could also be held to none---a single
build i¢ mo=st likely there. Co

Profound, eh?

A=11 (-4}, E=12 (=}, F=19%9 (+1}, G=13 (-1}, I=13 (+2}, R=17 (+1), T=15 (+11}.

ZINE PLUGS: Now here's a couple of new zines that COULD use & mention, unlike m
plugs of last issue for well-establizhed ones:
CONFERENCE CALL (Bruce Mclntyre, 6191 Winch 5t., Burnaby, B.C.} I have the &1
issue puf out in ltate November, s¢ really should have mentioned it last
time.: Billed as “Vancoyver’s finest Dipzine": he‘s thinking too small, it's
actually the best zine in all of B.C., if I‘'m not forgetting one. It s really
intendsd {for phone games, and most o0f the first (4-page) issuve is devoted to
introducing himself, etc., but I‘m most impressed by the reproduction, similar
to NFA's (see plugs last issue), and Bruce writes entertainingly. Could become
an excellent orie if he chooses to get more involved with the postal hobby.
THE CANADBIAN DIPLOMAT - (Robert Acheson, P.0O. Box 4622, Statioan 8§ E.., Edmonton,
Alta. TH&#E 2A0) Robert has been around as 2 pleaver for & laococng time: I‘m
confident enough about his publishing effort to have gotten into his first gam
as a3 player. Slick it is not {(well, physically better than this zine, but thet
g3ays nothing!), but these davs 1 prefer something solid and unpretenti-us.
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THE RUNESTONE POLL_"VERDIQT" . o -

I went through my version of this controversy Jast 1aeue,'5o won't repeat
any of that here; 1 ahould however, apolaglze to Jlm Meiriel et al. for implving
that they might be keepxng the contrpve{sy alive to save themselves some embarr-
assment over having started it in the f;rst p]ace' Further letters from Jim and
others have convinced me Bhat thev are,_at least be1ng 1nte1]ectuallv honest .

When wr:tlng for EUR PA BXPRESS in December, I suggested that if Bruce and
his collective epponents could each put together ‘a ;1st of supporters by the
beginning of Februerv, the hobhy would be in a better poe:t;on to decide'bn the
practicality of leaving the' 198§ b 11 in' Bruce s hands. At the time, I had envi-
saged each 5zqe hroduc{ng thezr own Iists and publ:clzing them in zines willing
to give space to the matter, 1n5tead’ a Jot of people have sent their opinions
te ME for colietlon' Welﬁ‘_thanks to all who. wrote, but as 5evera3 people have
already Pred:cted I'm, not puch further ahead '

I have a couple of dozen " oteS“ ﬁgaJnet Bruce, most of ‘them assoc:ated
with preprint d } ddots put oht by exther Te;rv Tel!man or Kathy Byrne. This
proves that t e1r subscrlbers are Ioval aqd wzlllng to accept their versxon of
events, and, obviously, . uqyg]]xng to vote11n Bruce s, poﬁ] ..but doesn‘t say much
about hobby opinion beyond thoee 11pes Bryce. has takpn a different tack, making
a8 list of those publishers. who support him and those who don’t, without asking
them to contact me dxreatly,,sz Meinel has done the samp cqmb:n:ng the lists
suggests Lthat publishers are st:]] generallv %ehind Bruce bv about a 3-to-1
margin. However, this met d doesn’t address the re!at:ve enthusiasm of those
pubbers and their subbers ;n pﬁugg1nglvot1ng for a poll fhat has been harred by
g0 much co troverev The,"anti" graup seems here commxtted’to thezr stand, on
the average---but is th;s “average“'he&n1ngiu]5 TWo zjnes, VOD ‘and EE, together
accounted for 60-75% of the . Lota! belJots caet 1n the,BUMESTONE pell in the past
two vears; anti-Bruce p bl:&hers p]ugaed it Just a5 hard while it was with me,
but based on past results,' w111 the:r equallv enthus:aqtlc bovecott hurt the poll
significantly? On balance, desp:te t&g ubstant:&i ljst put. together bv Bruce’s
oppgsxtlonp I can’t see a, change oi custod1ansh1p fmproving the respopse to the
1985 poll at this po:nt

S50, I for ‘one am not going ta do. anvthing about the stgéus quo Further, I
will be plugg;ng and vot;ng in B ce” s versfon of the ‘poll’ this year, to the
same extent 1 would have 1f th15 controversy had not erisen Hawever, this does
not imply uncondxtxonai support for Bruce T gxmply eepno: belleve that he was
unaware. of the magnxtude of neggtive.response that wee xn\the wings when he
Ivolunteeredfgo take aver the ‘poll. We specifgcallv d1§cusse? his "controversial—

ity" before the tr sfer was formalized’ WAaS, Lendbgs) my on]y congern
about his custodlans $he onfv thing h {ered at ‘that. t'ime was assurances
that “I can handle 1tﬂ«vno ;Qea of ‘Wha t}“‘t“ might become Tq that extent I feel
he pulled s fast one on me and the hobhy .so. I heve 3. better reason to accept
stories of similar dee{xnga toId bv a few;of Bruce 8 qpponents Bruce has phoned
me several t1me5)§n the past coup]e of months, and alwgvs. I thouqht hung up
rather d;ssatz%xed w:th my res onaes No.wonder~—-thev must have reflected my
d151nc11nation tp ta;p h;e 5tatements at fe%e value any more

However, he’s not been the fibst and won’t be the last to treat the whole
hobby like a g:ent D1plomacy game. Some of his present opponents don’t do a bad
job q{,th;s . emselvee I thlnk 1t s inapproprxate, and 1 don t have the. time or
Jnterest to play that game, “but it” 8 not somethxng to rujn a hobby service over.
I don t intend to get eII worked up .over the more outrageous etuff thet Bruce
has been eccused of without proof, though that ‘5" an' 1ndzv1dua] decision.

*" Amid all the hu]]abafco.‘everyone seems to have forgotten that the results
from the poll aren’t statistically significant anyhow. I wouldn t have lost
zntereﬁt myse]f if I thought the poJJ was worth the effort ‘needed to run it. Why
Bruce or anVDne “alse wou]d bother to fxght over . 1t is bevond me--s50, if anv of
vou insist on dedrading it firther as an adjunct to vdur personal feuds, could
you please do so without taking up any more of my time? Many thanks' ...
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Time once again for an address list:

1 =—Rebert—ATREeson, Echo Bay Mines, c/o Lupin, N.W.T. XOE 1MO (175}

2 ~Mark Berch, 492 Naylor Place, Alexandria, VA 22304 (163) _

3. Steve Berrigan, 36 Stokes Cresc., Kanata, Ont. K2L 2Z4 (171}
4—Paug Beyerlein, 640 College, Menlo Park, CA 94025 (164)

5. zl1d Brown, ?70F Chesterton Dr., Nepean, Ont. K2E 559% (162)

6 ~Peve Carter, 118 Horsham Ave., Willowdale, Ont. M2ZN 1Z9 (169)

7. Greg Gostikyan, 23 Wayne St., #21, Jersey City, N.'J. 07302 (166&)
B.“Rat Conlon, Box 17014, L.5.U., Baton Rouge, LA 70893 (171)

9. G&as—&eq:h]an, 4614 Martha Cale Lane, Memphis, TN 38118 (185)
10. Blair Cusack, General Delivery, Revelstoke, B.C. VOE 250 (173)
11. Jim Diehl, 10530 West Riverview Dr., Eden Prairie, Minn. 55344
12. Harry Drews, 85 Wimbleton Cresc., Kitchener, Ont. N2B 3Kd4 (167)
13. Peter Fuchs, 3585 Inspiration Dr Colorado Springs, CD BO917 (1BS5)
i4. Claude Gautron, 150 rue Masson, W1nn1peg, Man. RZH OHZ (164}
15. Migzgii Gabriel, 111 West 4th Ave., Prince Rupert, B.C. (162)
156. Ron icia, 6672 Plaza Ridge Rd. San Diego, CA 92114-7065 (164)
1}~—5$0¥o—ﬁufton, 704 Brant 5t., London, Ont. (182}

i8. Ed Innes Jr. 97 Moffatt Dr., Cambridge, Ont. NIR 6C1 (1683

19. Deoug Karnes, Box 77, Kemnay, Man. ROX 1E0 (164)

20. Matt Kazur, P.0. Box 5492, WQsh1ngton,_D C. 20016 (169

21. Tom Kissner, 1305 Maitland Ave. Ottawa, Ont. K2C 2C4 (165)

22 —~lohn Leeder, 224 20th Ave. N.W., Calgary, Alta. T2M 1C2 (164)
2%—Bruce Linsey, 73 Ashuelot 5t., Apt. 3, Dalton, MA 01226 (170)

24. Andy Lischett, 2402 5. Ridgeland Ave., Berwyn, IL 60402 (167)

25. Alain Martine, 47 Chartres, Dollard- des Ormeaux, P.Q. HYA 1J6 (169)
26. Curtiss Matern, 1435 Monroe S5t., Raczne, WI 53405 (172)

Iﬂ‘ur rad Minshall, 3702 Tarragona Ln., Austin, TX 78727 (163)

28 uce McIntyre, 6191 Winch St., Burnaby, B.C. V5B 2i4

29. Ralph Morton, R.R. #Z, Greely, Ont. KOA 1Z0 (171)

30. Gerry Paulson, Box 6, Amisk, Alta. TOB OBD (164)

31. Mark Petersen, Shiinotsubo 768-9, Shimokitakata, Mivazaki 880, JAPAN (175)

2. Hugh Polley, 183 Maranda Cl. N.E., Calgary, Alta. TZA 3E7 (173)
%3‘\81}] Quinn, 30! Conroe Dr., Conroe, TX 77301 (BNC)

34—Bau] Rauterberg, 4922 W. Wisconsin Ave., Milwaukee, WI 53208 (166)
35. Brysn Ronald, P.0O. Box 2745, Huntsville, Ont. POA 1KO (173)
Y~—Miwcha Sandberg, 3818 Dundas St., Burnabv. B.C. V5C 1R4 (186)
TF—Ban Schilling, 24730 Roasevelt Ct., #315, Farmington Hills, MI 48018 (202}
aagg~%%vid Spector, Dane Hall, Rm. 122, ZZ‘Everett St., Cambridge, MA 02138 (162}
39 bnald A. Spitzer, 761 N. Bundy Dr., Los Angeles, GCA 90049 (1&9)
40. Alan Stewart, 702-25 St. Marv 5t., Toronto, Ont. M4Y 1R2 (1é8)

41 . Don Tinker, 8B40 N.E. 56th St._, Seattle.‘WA 8105 (167)

42. Lynn Torkelson, 992 Rosedale Rd. N.E., Atlanta, GA 30306 (172)
48——Ferre Touchette, 1 rue Georges} Masson, P.0O. JOX ZHO (162)

44. Gerry Van Alkemade, P.0. Box 65036, 154.10, Athens, GREEGE (162)
45. Brenton Ver Ploeg, 1980 Tigertail Ave., Coconut Grove, FL 33133 (184)
{6Pred Weidemeyer, 8526 83rd Ave., Edmonton, Alta. T&C IBI (166) '

A modest rally in total subscribers since the last 1list, which I hope isn’
due entirely to the (rather unwelcome) notoriety surrounding the RUNESTONE pol]l
debate. ! make it 23 from Canada, 21 from the U.S., and one from each of Greece
and Japan. Nice geographic balance across North America, too, with representa-~
tion from virtually every region. Ontario stil]l] weighs heavily here, with ten
subbers resident there. _

And again, ilt‘s time to point out that some of you should really get some
bucks in to me if vou want to keep getting this: Berch, Brown Gabriel, Minshal
Spector, Touchette, Van Alkemade, that means you unless my financial records a
screwed up again.
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THE GAMES: _
197%-HZ, Winter 1915/5pring 1916 _
France (Dave Carter): F NAF-tun, F mid-WES, F bre-GAS, F nat-MID, F EDI H, A BEL
H, A MAR-pie, A BUR-mar, ¥ ENG H.
Germany (Andy Lischett}): Builds A Ber; A war-UKR, A sev s A War-Ukr/a/., A MOS §
A Sev, A SIL -war., A BOH-gal, A BER-sil, A MUN H, ¥ HOL H, F HEL H, F DEN H,
F NWY H. ‘
Italy (Michael Gabriel): NMR: GM removes A Tyo. As Vie, Tri, Ven, Pie all hold.
Turkey (Brvan Ronald): Builds F Smy, A Con; F smy-AEG, A con-BUL, A GAL-war,
A rum-SEV, A ABM S A Rum-Sev, F BLA.5 A Rum-Sev, A bul-RUM, F adr-ION,
A SER H, F TYR-tun, F ROM-~tyr. ' '

The G/F draw proposal was defeatedﬁ No:gressiof nothin’

1982-AR, Winter 1910/Spring 1911

Austria (Don Tinker): A vie s A Bud/a/, A BUD,S A Vze ,

France {(Robert Acheson) Builds A Mar; F eng- MID F tyr- ION 'F Ivo -WES, A NWY H,
A mar- PIE, F DEN S F Nth-S5ka, A KIE [ E ‘Dén, A BER H, A S5IL-gal, F BAR H,
F NWG S A va, F nth-SKA, A tvo- VIE A BOH 3 A Tyo- Vle, A mun-TYO.

Italy (Gerry Van Alkemade): A TRI 5 French A Ivo VJe, A VEN 5 A Tri, F ion-ALB,
F APU-adr, F TUN S French F'Tyr-len. = S ‘

Russia (Blair Cusack): NMR: As Gai, Mos, Ukr., Fs Bai, StP(nc) all hold,
F ska H/d/ {(~-8we, OTB).

Turkey (Steve Berrigan) A BUL 5 A Rum{ F ADﬂ s Itqlian A Trx, A GRE 5 A Ser,
A SER S A Rum, F EAS s Italian F Ionlmovingl E QQG,S Italian F lon/moving/
A RUM 5 Austdian A Bud. o -

The vote on concession to France is carried over Since several people didn’t
bother to vote. In many zines, such 2pathy 1is cause tor ending the game; my
houserules give me 4 b1t moré Jeewav If I don’t get a definite negative from
one of the plavers by the next deadline, the game is over

Rome-Constantinople: 1‘11 propose the conceésion'once more.
Rome, S.1.P.1.: Let it be known to all peoples "that indufgences granted by the
Holy See are 1nval1d in the event of broken promzses

1983-AE, Fall 1907 : - o ) ' o
England (Doug Karnes): F MID-gas, F ENG-bre, F IRI-mid, F NAT S F Iri-Mid,
F nwg-BAR, A STP 5 Russian A Mos. o -
France (Hugh Poiley): A GAS s Italian A Par, F POR 8 F Bre-Mid, F BRE-mid,
A mar-BUR. * '
Germany (Peter Fuchs): A bur-PAR, A PIC 5 A Bur Par, F BEL 5 A Pic, A BER 5 A
' Mun, A MUN H, A SIL-war. . S
Italy (Robert Acheson): F NAF s Turkish F Wes-Mid/nso/, F SPA(SC) s Turkish
F Wes-Mid/nso/, A par’'s French F Bre/a/, A. pie-MAR, A TYO-mun, A BOH-s5il,
A VIE-boh. o o o - !
Russia (Gérry Van Alkemade): A MOS s English A StP-Mos/imp/.
Turkey (Blair Cusack): NMR: As Ank, Rum, Sev, Ukr, War, Gal, Fs Eas, Bla, Wes
all hold. ' ”

E (6): Home, Nwy, Swe, StP; -/-, even.

B (2}: Bre, Por; -/Mar, Spa, remove two.

G ¢(7): Home, Den, Hol, Bel, Par; Par/-, build one.

I (9): Home, Tun, Vie, Tri, Bud, Mar, Spa, Mar, Spa, la, 1 short/Par, build 3!!
R (1): Mos; -/-, even. Proof of the proverb, "Where there’s life, there’s life "
T

(9): Home, Bul, Gre, 3er, Rum, Sev, War; -/-, even.

Press next page.




FSFP #1622, p. 8

Moscow: Russian Army goes commsrcial! The last remajning Russian army has been
released from its oath of lovality to fhe Czar and is now available to
support any army--anywhere, if the price is right.

Since the Court of 3t. James has previously offared the Crown Jewels for
the Kremlin, the Russian army supports the British against itself. If this move
§3ils, other offers will be considered. It has been rumoured that the Czar is
VERY interested in the Topkapi Palace in Constantinpple.

1984-AJ, Winter 1902/Spring 1903 . _
Austria (Lynn Torkelson): Builds A Bud; F adr-I0ON, A VEN 5 Turkish A Apu-Rom,
A mun-RUH, A tyo-MUN, A bud-S5SER. ‘ ‘
England (Ron Galicia): NMR: Plays two short, A Hol, Fs Eng, Nwy all hold;
F mid H/d/ (-NAf, Wes, Gas, Iri, NAt, OTB). ' '
France (Fred Weidemever): A PIC 5 A Gas-Bur, A BRE H, A gas-BUR, F por-MID,
F SPA{SC) 5 A Gas-Bur, ‘
Italy (Hugh Polley): F tyr-=NAP, A rom 's F Tyi- Nap!di (- Tus, OTB), F TUN~-ion.
Russia (Mark PetersenJ Builds F StPisc¢), F Sev; F ion- tun/d/ (~Tyr, Apu, Alb,
OTB), A KIE 5 Austrian A Mun uh, A BER 3 A Kie, F bot-3SWE, F DEN S F Bot-
Swe, F stp(sc)-BOT, A _mps- -§TP, A LVA 5 A Mos-StP, F SEV H.
Turkey (Curtiss Matern): Builds F Smy; F . ‘smy~AEG, A con ~BUL. A apu-ROM,
F GRE § Austrian F Adr-lIon, F‘EAS 5 Austrian F Adr-Ion.

Austrian Counsel-World Court: Your Honor, the people of Ausiria ‘thank the court
for its speedy and . 1ust decxs1on In v:ndxcatzng our beloved nation, vou
have once again afflrmed the importance of honést negotlat1on and upr1ght
conduyct between nations. Bolstered by vour decision, we shall continue to
demand the highest standards from our diplomats and from representatives of
other great powers .

Vienna- Constanthopfe Rome is a nice pldce to visit thxs time of year. If vou’'d
like, we can try to arrange ‘an dudience for you with the Pope However,
rumours have it that he is on h15 deathbed, so you<l]l have to hurry.

Munich: The Austrian Armv accepts your kind invitation to Oktoberfest We under-
stand that vou prov1de great entertalnment Now just relax and vou‘ll enjow
it as much as wé do.

Austria-Kraken: Accordlng “to mv new Dlx1enarv for the South, the word "pervari-
cation" means "the act of concealing one’s perversions”. Although we admit
te a peccadillo or two, .we feel no shame and havewcertainlv made ne attemp
to conceal thém!

Kraken: After all those rumours about squeak;ng beda, 1 have to reject that one

Venice: At the request of the secret police of Tsarina Xherpes II, Austrian
pfficers extradited a band of aging, homosexual Russian dissidents recentl
arrested. A member of the group who happenéd to be v:s;t;ng Jn Par15 at th
time of the arrests annocunced his dlsapp01ntment at the new development
"At the verv least they could have waited untll I got back “ he whined.

“Now I‘m going to miss all ‘the fun--damn, damn, ‘damn. '

Turkey-Russia: Your failing to mention the complete terms of my bribe might
lead the others to take you for a £ool On your behalf, 1 Ehink it is only
fair to mention that yvou also forced me to include a three-year subscrip-
tion to Blueboy magazine, and an inflatable Jlatex replica of Michelangelo
David. I hope this sets it "straight™ to vour complete satisfaction.

Ankara-World: I have been informed by several sources thst we are being duped
one of the players in our game. It éeams that England’s name is not Ron
Galicia as he is claiming. He is in fact an expatriate Irishman attemptin
to hide his past ties with the IRA, when he went by his true name Ron
O’Bothnia. o . :

Turkey-Austria: In regards to your last Jetter concerning you-know-who, I whol
heartedly concur with vou. [ feel, however, that we should walit one or tw
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ssasons before we implement this plan. Rememb=2r the lesson of Julius Caesar. In

the mean time, let him have his way. We c¢an put up with his seemingly pocintless

and endless dijatribes for a few more issues.

Rome-~-Turkey: I did not give vour position away te Russia intentionally. I wrote
and told veu to expect an attack upon Con. Unfortunately the letter came
back with "Moved, unknown" written across it. In any case, welcome to sunny
Italy.

Russia-Turkey: Sorry fella. I didn't think you’'d cobject to my letting the cat
out of the bag &s ito vour real personality. (Notice, too, that I never said
& word about your {Jittle "You’'Ill Mever Walk Alone"” routine.)

Russia-~-The Rest: If I ruled the world, every dayv would be the first day of
spring. '

Kraken: 3Sounds like vou could settle for Camelot and forget the world outside.
Russia-1taly: Know ve, now, Pollev? Glimpses do ye sesem to see of that mortally
intolerable truth: that all deep, earnest thinking is but the intrepid
effort of the sonl to keep the open independernce of her sea, while the wildest

winds of heaven and earth conspire to cast her on the treacherous, slavish
shaoray?

But as in landlessness along resides the highest truth--shoreless, indefin-
ite as God~-so, better it is to perish in that hewling infinite than be inglor:-
ously dashed upon the lee, even if that were safety. For worm-like, then, oh.
who would craven crawl to land! Terrors of the terrible, is 2ll this agony sco
vain? Take heart, take heart, O Polley! Bear thee grimly, demigod! Up from the
spray of thy ocean-perishing-~straight up-~lesaps thy apothsosis!

Kraken: Huh? . ]

Russia~France: Now that we are ever closer ftc being neighbours on the board, I
suppose it's time I revealed something to vou that may be helpful to our

future negotiations for yvou to know. When I started this geme, I began by

telling evervone that I was an American named "Mark Petersen" who had "recently
been living in Japan," ete¢., etc. In fact, however, I only said that to avoid
being the victim of any unnecessary prejudice during the critical opening stages
and since l‘ve proved myself to be a2 “worthy oppeonent® {(as you North American
fellows are often wont to exclaimt, I feel confident enough now to tell vou
about my true self. Actually, my name is Hidehiro Yamazaki. I am & 19-year-old
college bov from Nobeoka-City in Mivazaki-Prefecture, Japan. My family is five
members: Father, Mother., younger Sister, .younger Brother, and me I like base-
ball, swimming, and popular music {(“pops™}). Do you have some hobby? My father
raises miniature carp. I want to learn all about Canada. I am very glad will vau
please be my pen friend forever._ Do vou know our “"famows slugger" 3Jadaharu {Oh?

Now is getting cold in my town. I like clder men, too, 50 we can get along

“swimminglv", I think, of course. (oodbye now, okav? Yours truly, Hideshiro.

Kraken: At this point it‘s necessary to breazk into the press for a moment fo
point out that Hidehiroc has been deceiving the 6M with an alias. When I

got this press release, I managed to get him on the phone and explained the

situation. He was verv sorry, and I‘'m sure he did it unintentionally, but I had

to stick to the rules and eject him from the game. He cried 2 little, but under-
stoned. In conversation, though, I found out that he got the "Mark Petersen”
name, and his good English, from an sctual person by that name who is boarding
with his family. who has taken an interest in Diplomacy. I therefore talked to

Mark and agreed tc use him a5 & standby {for Hidehiro‘s pesition. Hidehiro will

therefore be able to follow the position which he got off to such a good start,

and is welcome to contribute further to the zine. Please send all future negefi-

stions to Mark, at the sams addreszss: he 1]l zlso be using the same tvpewriter, 50

roy may notice little change from befors. It’s not coften that such a delicate

ityation is seolved this easily.

&lso, while Eon Galicia NMRed this time, I am 2ble to run some of his preszs
which was deferred last izssue; starting on the next page:
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FUN FACTS FOR 1902: "General Grooty, I haven‘t tasted anything mors frooty!"
se=ms t0 bhe the consensus among the French, as the former Cermian Gengral

GFrooty relsasss his new grapefruit-flavoured bubblegum, called Grooty Fruoity, ir

France. The edvertisements are getting greeat acclaim, not to mention the "big-

francs” (a term coined by Franch economists to describe Groaoty s amazing a2cono-

mic suncess!. These advertisements, showing General Grooty dressed up as Chita

Rivera, have reached astounding popularity 2s far a3 Budapest, {rom where the

General hes reportedly received couritless marriage proposals. Grocty has elsc

caught the attention of Debit Clarke, who 15 now considering the Gensral for his

new bock, THOSE FABULOUS COMMERCIALS! The General will be up there with the
other gresats, such as Wendy Peller, a close cousin of Joan of Arc, off on 2 cam-
paign in Jolly 01d England only te find nothing to conquer at their destination

Dh, don’t you just love it when she hollers, "Where’'s the fisf?"

This has beesn Hobin the Leech, saving good-bve and sees vou next €ime on

FUN FACTS FOR 1903. .

England-Austria: Den’t vou think it’s just great that vou*ll probably be the
only other one in this game to understand that? I guess not.

RADIO LOMDON: The Lady Deanne Chartruce Bridge has issued & public apclogy this
morning to all who attended or heard last night’'s symposium on Nerwegian
diplomacy. However, when she wag told that her remarks were censored by
Robart J. Dumont long before the transmission, she said, "Gee whiz. That
son-of-a2-YXXXX should have told me before 1 gcot up heret! Whe the f-~- does
he think he is?"

England-Kraken: Is this a family “zine?

Kraken: It used to be.. .

RADIC SWITZERLAND: Switzerland hes deciared war on France The results of the
press coniference between the ambassador and himself are as follows: "Kick
buttt Kick butt! Kick butt!"

RADID LONDON: Leondoners today have protested in the streets agasinst the restric-
tions imposed on press releases by the Kraken Cornference in Switzerland.
Citizens discontent with the rise in ink tax caused by the restriction havs
dressed up in Chita Rivera costumes, imported from France, and dumped bar-
rels upon barrels of ink into the Thames., reminiscent of the Boston Tea
Party. More demonstrations are scheduled fthroughout England.

Kraken: .. which will have tg be reported on MEXT time.. at this rate it will
take me a total of 4 issues to complete the rejeases that vour protesters
wanted me to cram intoe QNE! Sorry, no can do.

A rash of NMRs this time (well, actually, only three people, but it's atfected.
four our of five games)., Hope the Christmas mail wasn‘t to blams, but vou guys
were warned last time! Anvhow, standbys are requesied as follows:

1979-HZ, Italy: Jim Diehl 1982-AR, Russia: GClaude Gzutron

1983~AE, Turkey: Steve Berrigan 1{984-AJ, England: Ervan Ronald
All addresses on p 6.

As 1 complete this last page i(Sunday Jan 27}, I have five registered for Xylen
the new game. I would therefore expect that we can get going with it next tima
urless interest slacks off. Anvene else interested should send chegques now; 1I°
rzturn them if you miss out . :

Spezking of "next time", the deadline is MARCH 8, 198%, tha uysual six-wes
intarval, Christmas was nice {(vours too, J hope), though h=ctic as I want to
Jttawe and Vancouver and back home 2all within B days. A couple of bPadly delay
latters arrived this month as expscted--par for this time pof vear--but the ms
sheuld be 1o more ineificient than usual {or the next 7 Iissusrs or E0.

I'm expecting to do some travelling on short notice this =pring and =omm-
s 1t's possible thet publication of the next few izsues counld be delav:=d up
week Order deadlines remzin the same: don't count 2n the telephone

Until March 5 {cr 2 bit later:, RBandalph

{20



