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{In response to the previous column's closing statemt; Bushwah., bulil:l @ ..
and other epithets of unbelief. If, say, one nation, launvhes a nuclear
missile at another nation (let us say, USSR va, USA) the majority of nati:
are not going to get involved. Firstly, tha mejority of nations do not h.
nuclear missiles, Secondly, of thosa that do, few have delivery systems
sophisticated enough to ensure the delivery of such nuclear weapons to pl:
anywhere on the globe. In a world-nuclear war, the number of nations the:
really count can be redamced to France, Britain, the BSA, the USSR, with t:
posslbllity of China, West Germany, and Japan developing a high enough Bn&
nology in the near future to participate.

What I am saying 1s that most omntries just won't be involved; sure, I
has the bomb, but what the hell is it going to do with it” Strap it to sc.
poor peasantts back, .and bave him march across the Himalya's into China?

And, since current.day nuc¢lesr strategy 1s aimed at elimination of enem,
nuclear installations, rather thap population, there is no reason that any
one whould fire a missile off at, say, Tanzanila,

I do not dispute that there are enough misi&iles in the areenals of the
world to turn the crust into moltén lava; rather, I dispute the assumption
that such would be the use they would be put-to. Saturation bombing would
be practiced on certain key area, to make sure at least several weapons go
through. ABM technology will eliminate a 1arge number of missiles ‘Before
they do serious damage.. '

Human-life will. almost undoubteﬁly live through a nuclear war, althoug’
western technology and, civilization is something else.]
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Someone asked Greg to asm me to explain the basics of computers to him, a:
to any hypéghetiéal public that:reads this rag., 1 thought that I was beln:
quite V@gué in fact that T was meticulously avoiding any. comples subjects.
He asks, in fact, that I~start with basic computer concepts, and lead up b«
a discussion of ‘@ifferent lariguages.  Ah, what the hell, 1711 give him sore
shit, =09 tﬁdae two orthrge who will. understsﬁd wyat I am saying later on *.
this cqumn are ot thé onmy one@ who. will bér 1nterested.m *

e

I amx asked the dlfﬂer%nce between:%naiog and digital computers.:‘Its;very
simple; Digital computers are good, Analog bad. e '

Whaﬁ° IS that a statement of morality, exr what°=,ﬂ 1t‘s not, Merely
utili¥ arian. Noone ‘hag-comeéap with. grgeod uge; for Qn’analog cdﬁputer in:
the past 3 years." Welly dt:-least not too. many.. It used to be, ‘(before-

the invention of GP3S and ‘DYNAMO) that-.Analog. compuqsrs were ussd’ foft’ simul’
ting systems: They stiI¥lame, but most ‘digitacl, domputérs have recéntly a’
been.gble to handles both continuos end discrete. sigulations {forget 1t, )i
The digital computér:3s the:computer:-that most: iow-grade morons have been:: .
congcious of, 1.e., the computer capabel of detérmining only on abas offg
and O, true or false;:or whatever. - An analog,. on.the other hand, taKeés -
various internal ‘#ignals, guch as amplitnde of cury nt _and ccrrelstes 1t
to adne ugkpwn, “The ‘analog’ Sounds:;,. and sometimes ‘mpre complex SR & has
been suppoSed™to be the waveé of the future for.the past ten years) but the:
in the past mayy uselesp things have been thought to‘be waves of thetifutre:
as well, ﬁhalog computara.have the pbﬁ}ity to sqund.marvelous on papar, an

to do nothing in factws D88 mvad L mae o e e _ujsjv Lo _
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n added note about analogs; & don't really know as much about them as I do
1krout digitals, which may account for part of my disenchantment

"1 TS SYTEMS

'} 1s the largest manufaturer of computers anywhere; so I‘may as well cohe
s€-n myself with them for this issue. :

'}7 has 80 many timesharing systmms on the market for its! 360 and 370 that
. waven't used the m all yet., A few are:
vallos-probably the most common, and the 1east interesting of all the TS
=y ;tems put out by IBM, Garbage! I have a friend who works for CUNY and
;€ ¥, and he has a few of the monitors for Callos in source., In FORTRAN,
:PL--a great deal of fun, although limited to the aforesaid language' (for
1] . typlcal uses.) APL is fun,
Flbur and the new system 6rville. Both of which are supereiditors cum
g 'd~-readers, You essentially prepare batch-type Jjobs through Wylbur of
r.ille, and submit them to the machine, . I haven't used Orville yet, but
‘1.1 is very pleaséd wth iteelf for making the new version of Wylbur come
w ' Orville. Not so great & time-sharing system, but a hell of a nice edi.
(J_
1 370 and CP67 -~ the first is for,_you guessed it, 370's, the second for
)t) s. CP67 is the predecessor of VM, and there are many major differences,
~urlty consclous people might make use of the fact that CP in either CP/
Jf oy VM 1s always in supervise state., Also, for VM, if you want to contr-
2 The batch system, you can, through a handy little device calg&gd the
1. trnal reader. 1 can't, for obwvious reasens, f£o into that now; if you
e v acess to a VM system, wrlte to me, and I'11 tell you how. My address
& & public implement, judging by some of the mail I've recieved,
(o Central Park West, NY, NY, 10024

'r crestipg Notes: NYU is trying to sell it's Univac 1108, It stands to lose
1to-million bucks because of its stupidity in buying the damn thing in the

jwst padace, and then not trying to get rid of it earlier. The 1108, as I

€ lzve I've mentioned earlier, 1s a disgusting machilne. :

BUT Stony Brook, part of the State University ‘of New York is getting a

‘vac 1110, one level above the 1108. Christ.

If you are 1nterested in buying overprinted of non-overprinted pictures
‘rom me, write me,

1f anyone Kknows who woke me up at four-o'-clotk two nights in a row,
¢t ask me about JCL, tell me, or preferable, kill sald person.

Did you know that someone has come out with a PDP1ll bn a chip? Not 2ig0
tul, some other contractor, PPPll on a chip sounds somewhat like Beef
€riky on a stick, whatever that has to do with that I was saying.

It sounds very much like IBM 1s going to call its new system the 380,
nd not make as many radical changes as have been rumpred.

b Who's ‘Left in the business game:
L. out five years ago

Xorox. out this year.

(.. see RCA

Iiitkad- still cooking

1. no comment _

F :rroughs- fading -

.0~ speelalizing

E¢. still around

Urivac- Ugh.
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Once again, with a blaze cof howitzer flre -and. a swirvl. of nebve gaS; wiLh a
flick of an electronis switch and a heartly nello sailor, come the FEthe
Traversing Breton (with apologles to the Armenian WdPCnﬂOg who edi tb thib
rag; .- :

?_FANTASIES :

Baving: st recleved a suprisingly witty 1etter_oP demanuﬂxor a- comtribution
from a- cer ain intellectual low-brain who, even as you. look and I writs, may
bé . interjecting singularly: inane comments in my OthleSC faultiess cong’ om-
eration of thoughts and ideasI must now take time off from lounging around on
my bed and reading Milton to brlng you anothef column or fantasy. Did you
foliow all that? Good. Now that I krnow you’re «tonFu WE. cati oﬂooeeﬁ,at a
leisurely and civilized pace. S :

As T write thlS5 I am watching "The. Return of Tr. Phibes," one of mv gll-tine
favorites. Another of my all-time favorites is, of course,. ﬁmﬁr Abominabte - °
Dr. Phibes". I sgppose what attracdts me to these movaoc iz.Thoe seml.ozamp.
semi--absurdist situations in the plot. Can you S“& Vip - ﬂrt-Lricﬁ, make-up
abounding, talking through the pipes of an organ and eating through the back
of his neck® Then there are thé& novel waysc he chooscs to. kill off hig victims:
a plagus of locusts; a brass bust of a unicorn shot by 2 cataptlts the bicod:
drained -from Terry Thoman, who was in the midst of watching a hestislity -
porno.£11lck when Phibes caught up to him;  and of course there's the classic
strangulation and disposal of the body by throwing it into the ssgz, in 5 :
gevan-foot bpttle. It's pretty gruesome stuffl. Peally;‘remﬂnajn;'me ni Brad-.
nury's classic "Usher II", where -the. centralﬂcuqf"icr’- enamita are knocked
of f by using ideas from Edgar Allen Poe. And of couree it e adeead/ully funny

Thien there are other Jittlie thlngs, 1lke th mﬂoh nical clockwori muslclans .
who accompany Phibes' organ playing and monoiogles orn vangeance and even+ual .
reunitement with his late wife, Viectoria. And Fhibez’® +Vu thdQUmeqPS (u0n~¢;
don-based in the first movie, and Egypt-based in tnb oper ['m . wabching nowr \;,
are truly remarkahle setsg, reminding me a llttle of ¥en Adam '"‘"QLS Fov.the '

Bord pictures. One can mention the hilariously quyf“n$14t” Dver-aehing s on tka
part of Vincent Price, and the dead-.par. foil provided hy-the bcot4and Harda o
folks, vut I guess you get my point. When HGA"fP&pulfﬁu MOVIiQs eomk qFJuﬁd?_

1 strongly suggest you cateh them, as they are probabiy the b2ut thing Amarm
ican Inbernatlonal a company that made "mediocerity’ 2 hougehold ”OPC;;rl S
nut out. _ . : f_ﬁ,n e o

But onward. The reason I started talking about the Ph¢bb s films fothcr. than
tofill up space that would otherwise be dedicated to ihe pdT4JOJQ blatharing
of an editor who is dedicated to conquering the world, as if iz dzfined by

the board or playing surface of whatever war gawme ERE: deyLro [Nyahahaha .
I've won the battle of Alawein! T'm bztter than Rommall]) (s=¢ uhat you get
for disturping ué demons, Greg?) is his helper, Vulnavia, who ig Diuyod Ty
Valli Kemp. I remember her name because the Daily Nocws once featuvred a chesn:
cake picture of hery for’'which the rag 1s famous, as a prowmotional sct-up.
(The News, when not otherwise occupied by showing promwotional bikini stills ot
starlets destined to go nowhere, sends photographers down %o Australia, to tak
bikini pictures of beach groupies. What worriss me is that Ln\ News Dro¢1ajm~
1tself to be a newspaper for the masses, and 16 doos have tne laprgset circul.
wtion.) Tow it's not Kemp that grabbed my attenTion, he seid nodding his

head sagely, but the character she played.
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Some of you way remember ~omething I wrote about Jack Nicholson and Maria
schneider in a movie whose name has slipped my mind (you go lonk it up in
ne of my pdbb columrs) It was their relationship that intrigued me;
they understood one ancther without the need for words, the same way Emma
Pael and John Stecd ganother fantasy couple, and anoth“r personal idea)
could act as a "team” and still retain their individuality. With Kemp .as
Vuinavia, this personal fantasy of mine has reached new heights. Nicholson
2nd Steed portrayoed fa¢rly conventional heroes, and their female partners
or companions ars pretty "normal," understdndlng ladies. PBut Phibes is in
anothar world; he heeds.a really: Jndﬂrutand ing, woman So holp him” through
life (or deach; I believe TRat In both picturas hc’ﬂ'aTPVauy dead ind has
been somehow reanimated). Phibes is on & quest; ~he is sceking eternal life
with his decélased wife. Such a quester rieeds a companion, not only because
his methods are bizarre and his appearance unusual, but becausc the object
of his guest (1lifc while dead, m9klng an eternal afterlife ana heaven thr-
~ough 1ndividual ﬂff—FEZ:_thbeg {8 making his own ho aves n) 1s so much more
'ﬂmpurtant than the mers conflict betweer good and” evil, as symboilzod by
Peel and Emma, or the escape Irom reality and +'he ‘pressuras of sveryday
cxistance, as shown by Nicholson and Schneider. 1Mow I'm not saying that

oy qu;st ovjoet(as) is/are as important as Phibes’® or @van that my methods
are aill that unusual (nvep though many would think this is a pre uty welird
column, if anyovody out there was reading'it), “but T do think T am "not

cf rba'massuu,” and that T need a companion on this here trin l'm taking.

Hah. That's what every horny college dude says.

Arnyway, I hope Tlve mad e you sece how 1nner fantasics 1r tqls case my Sex/
life Grive whilch has ‘somehow combined, and it's Duaphud. 'martner of the
~opposite seu”" drive~.wait a mihute, am I saying thet life is sex and sex
is life? My Ged, is there ncthing to life but sex? Lih! sensuality. A
balance, bctween pleaolng the senses and intellectual pursuits, or bhetween
se¥ and TIiT&T "' Thank you, Spensbr What I am seeking, ladies and gentelmen.
is the mlddlﬁ of the recad. BSex and sensuality can be there, as demonstra-
ted by th: Steed..and-Pezl inage, _but_lt doesn't hava to. bz Hldfant , nor
ioes AT have to rule. Qr“‘s 1ife. There is reom Tor cther things. Indeed,
there has to be other | hlng% otherwise the hufan mind sinka 1nto a rut
zlud i€ TUiable Lo expand.) cen be pfogectpd_on_sombhuuv ¢lpe's Tantasles
{in this case the screen writer's fantasies. ) Thet's ons way I like to
ulnk of fantasy: something so fantastic and unusual that, if you can
idenuify with 1t, will make you aware of your own sccret fantasics Jjust
like the dreaws made you aware of all the little things you lose in the
unconscicus. And with that thouglh in wind, let us move on to san-.,
ard more mundanz, matters

STUFE

It hes occurzd to me that some of you would 1ike to read up.and- comlwg fan-
vasy writers. 1t's only logical. After reading great sctuff like Tolkien,
you need come ]ousy writing just so you can gdin perspective_ Actually,

the writing isn’t all that awful since thé zines I'm valking about pay
3eml.pro rates, §0 they havc song. klnd of standards. Don't think every
zine is run like this one :

CTPANTASY AND TERROR: Je 1ca Salmonsen, Box 89517, Zenith, WAL, 05188,

$6 for H.-~-..Thnis one oF the two blagles,"The latesat issue was 100 pages
long (it combined several issues) and had a print run of 500 (of which I -
gct 495, ard I'm a3 subscriber) and had a little bit of everything. If
you'rs going to gat involved in fantasy, this is one of those mags you've
gut to gat.
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WHISPERS: Stuart David Scifrf, 5508 Dodge Dr., Fayetteville, NC, 28303
$5.50 for 4, but hurry, subs are going Up-m—~-— If there's anything better than

F&T, it's WHISPERS. Professional in every sense of the word, 1t has recently
f2atured color interilor paintings and fiction by pros as well as "semi-pro”
writers. It also féatures articles, mainly on the horror branch of fantasy
(1ts fictlon is slanted . owards this, toog and it carries the latestnews on
limited-edition books from such publishers as Grant (Robert E Howard books)
and Arkham House., :

YRD: Grey Stafford, PO Box 6302, Albany, CA, 94706 .
I htave nc idea what's going on with these folks. They are good (the editor
is into mythology, especially Celtic and Norse), but inconsistent. I think
sne of che editors has left, and Greg is stueck all alone. Whatever is happ-
ening, 1t apparently takes time away from hls correspondence because I haven
heard from him in months. Drop him a postecard and I'm surehe!il be happy to
send you a flyer on WYRD and its associatz2d publications (of which my own
KABALLAH once had the privilege of being) {er, that's not good English-.-
vou'll forgive me, it's 2:3C AM and the world 1s beginning to melt). They
publish fictior.. and all sorts of good stuff. '

MYRDDIN: Lawson W Hill, 3952 W Dundee Rd, Northbrook, IL. 60062

$1, 4/33.50 mmun An "Up and coming' mag with some really nice things going for
it, like ficticn by Joseph Brennan and (cough, sputter, choke ) Jessica
Salmonson, poetry and articles, There's not much art, but what there is

is outstanding. (Two is's back to back? Surely that can't be right.) It
really is a good zine for a fantasy.-type person to have and so I recommend
it to you. , - : , '

It is Satwrday morning (I should say afternoon, but time is reliative to me
since I've got a tremendous ego, you know) and I've just been awakened by the
merry maliman (at 13¢ a throw for letters,-he's got damn good reason to whist
and be happy on a rainy day) who has delivered unto me Vaugh Bode's "IMeadbone’
along with a couple of beautiful French (that's the nationality-.-I got to
watch out for you dirty minded folks) comics. The Deadbone bock is expensive
(314,95 if you order Trom the publisher, and an even $15 if you order from

ay usual dealer, Bud Plant) and kind of thin, but you have to 2xpect that
sor{ of thing from "art books." It reprints various Bode strips, and if you
naven't been introduced to the magic of this, ab, "person", I suggest you
order some of his undergrounds (Junkwaffel 1-4, 60¢ each; Schizophrenia, 75¢)
and get a sgampling of hils work. TIf you like what he does in the urdergrounds
vou'lll love this bLook and you won't even care ahout hhe price. The comics
are awailable from Bud PlLant, PO Box 1886, Grass Valley, CA, 95945 {add 25¢
for postage and 6% tax if you live in California) and the book is available
either from Northern Comfort Communications (Dept. DPB, Main St, Smithers,

BC, Canade, VOJ 2N0) or Bud Plant (you don't have to add the postage fee if
vou're ordering tle Lnok since it's over his minimum order.) If you're
ordering th> wriles, you have to state that you're over 18 (that doesn't

mear cUM DEve to be over 18, just state that you are) (I could get in trouble
£0r saylng Cthirgs like that--postal regulatiocns and all-.so don't tell anybod:
what T told you in the previous parenthetlcal statement) (ahem.)

wWell, T:ve done 1t againl awvuvlher lousy fantasy column that somehow strayed
on to the subject I was supposed to talk about: Fantasy. I wish my papers cou’
be this prganizedj but what do I care, I get A's anyway. I sure as hell don't
get anything for doing this thing. Oh, the aggravation and the suffering I

go through_for ureg. Oh, sometimes I think I must go mad. Where will it

Ql; end” What 1s it getting me? HAHAHAHAHAHAHAHAHAHAHAHAHAHAHAHAPAHAHAHAHAHA
- HAHAHAHAHAH (May I join in?] (Certainly)HAhaHAhaHAhaHAihaHAhaHAhaHAhaHAhaHAhaH
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Hey! 1 juss got a gasser of a paperback ; THE SCREWING OF THE* AVERAGE MAN.
It's not X-rated, but all about ye establlshment Fip offs.’ ' 0d4d that sf
hasn't delved mubh into. that theme. I showed it to a lotof average men {and
one queer) today. .and none was 1nterested Like, they should be. I alrea-
dy knew about most. all that-..- '

Haff beeén busy with some favorite obse=51ons (1ike trying to think of even
more sf whorey Jforleq\ and somehow. #3 cidn't get loc'd. ‘I do stale locs.
1 1/2 iskes behind on TITLE but, that's a serial loc -~ a sort of one-copy
zZine .called CONTINUED,. 1ncludes lots of trivia that happens around here. Like
progress 1 the rock o1x fileld and an_ﬁssay fron real life called DEATH OF
A TIN LIZZY. I am pﬂobahly the last orie to actually throw away a A Model
Ford. Week &1/U4. ago Shaver's frau sent word that he is ailing and in bad
condition in a ﬂOopltal at: (the lacendary Richard S. Shaver% :
Boone Country Hospital I -
Room 205 ,3rd fioor. -
Harrison, Arkansas, 72601 ‘

Gads, someday fangdom is golng to roll a stlnk bomb in my door, but Tolkien
18 another thing I thought was ‘inferior. I waded valiantly through parts of
The Rings & Hobbit, and gave up and tossed it all into a big box of rejects
out in the garage. FHighly dug BORED UF‘THE RINGS. It had things like a dragc:
on 1olier skates. .

Oh, I'm far away gone from schoal, atténded unw1lling1y until ye draft in-
tervened in '44, Ye academe sure can be a big waste of time.
You crave art??? How about some crumpled foil art? Sample enclosed.

- Postal Diplomacy never stirred up any 1nterest in my brain box. Neither
¢id. Chinese Cheeckers or baseball. T bugged the postman a bit about those
mystery labels, and he said, ”Don‘t worry about them." AHA. There is some-
thing ominous golng on. . COuld ke that 1t‘s only that some label company
has a strong lobby, though :

More from the 1nv1s1ble ™ nagement of this world last montl. Cuy popped
into the shop with a chunk of paper c¢lutched in his pinkies craving to
inspect the Jjoint for a fire insurance policy. Let him know that this is
one place I am & hard-ccre non-buyer. Never bought any and don't intend
to (see the insurance chapter of THE SCREWING OF THE AVERAGE MAN.) He
finally reluctantly left -and a couple of weeks later I got a policy in the
mall that insured.me for several other things, windstorms, etc besides ’
fire. Three yeqr term and the first payment was due in 9 days. I can Just
see some chicksin/rabbit tyne getting the hard sell like that, no doubt,
they would gooch about the budget gettiung raped again. Not thees kid, I
gave it a whole. afternoon's though and hit upon a big gap in ‘the insurance
racket. Returned the nollcy with a happy act¥*, and informed Ye Insurance
Agent (who also hires wetback labor for her pea canning factory) of the
hairy fact that wot if the o0ld place did burn down---that would be a good
excuse to bulld & new one that had some class, and then, ERGO!,put it on

a depreciation schedule on federal income tax, and thus tﬁ”"?eds are
previding insurance for me for free, and a lot less “BRperwork and B's even,.
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Among the sundry thlngs I didn't get done today was gettlng this in the mall
this being the next day.

Two ordinary flies have taken up re51dence here in: the back room for the
winter - they are swatter shy, but after three days I nailed one. So that
should uolve the fly problem for next year.

Green Eggs and ham. Purple pickles. Red Milk. Black mashed potatoes.
Why does color make a big psychological difference with some foods and not
with others? As a mere tad,' the most hideous looklng glop to me was stewed
tomatoes with bread, which =a grandmother liked. It was good, especially if
the bread was toasted but it sure locked yekky. -{(I've always preferred
stewed tomatoes over toast spread with peanut butter, but there's no account-
ing. The difference between Illinois and New York "I suppose; one with
peanut butter, and the other without.)) -

Thanx for the TEG plug in reviews. Since.I have a cash.-register type .
mind, it will likely some day be a best.salling pb. 1It's actually designed
for ye common reader, and all of it gets tested on lots of 'eém before it
gets onto stencil. A lotta zood stuff that would swing with ye sf crowd bitec
the dust from that. ‘

Usta read WSFA K& and flnally drifted away from Washlngton fandom Along
about the third fﬁt of semi-gaffia back. .

Hmm, "I would inkle by Liberman's kollumn’ ‘that things are being dore the
hard way.-in computers In general, there are two classes of machine. One is
gsimple and performs complicated tasks. The other is complex and performs
simple tasks. - And of course the vice versas of that simple machines for sim-

ole tasks, and complex machines for complex tasks. Some mechanisms are mis-
1ead1ng in appearance. "Like the commmn screwdriver, But to be used it also
includes the comple  mechanics of one human bod. This typer has me doing
about 1/2 its work. (Some antigques were betteér that way - have a Crandall
in the collection that bas me doing only 1/4 of the mechaniesl work,) Off-
hard, I would say it Iooks like computer technology 'is one of those things
that Jjust grew. Like where 1s the ldeal model of des1gn parameters9f99
Beyand simple things like calculating irrational numbers until it 1s -worn out
a computer should hancle irformati . er bloc. Using. individually fabricated
and assembled parts for that has some Quickly found limitations. So, each
part must have multiplex fhﬂCthh =It must have N number of indicés - not
~less than a trillion. Preferably out in the v1nolnity of a geogol., Input i
direct or translated into planar sSeroll. secondavy image generatlng matrices,.
Right. It -is" optical. Why busta.gut- for decades speeding up fucntion- when
: optics operates. rlght or. the propagation speed of eleotromagnetlc waves? All
- of the: oomputing is done -ZAP!- in that one 31ng1e operatlon and readout is
direct from that ‘For P“ror_free calculatlon (whlch aXkso applles to analog
For 1nformation storage- scroll_planes in three dimensions are 11m1ted only
by the grain size of the medium, which can be its" molscules ~Polarities are
established by the. scr@ll -and etc. Scroll ~window est atlishes ratios. Obviolus"
I have been looking into something made ‘with some. rather adaanoed tevhnology,_
I think refracting anamorphics. will. be: useful in translating ! common’ infona
mation intc scroll. In simple - form that was a popart machine 1 showed “at
Pafria (Pecon) Cop- a few years ago. I gather that the on-the-scene computer
elfort is mostly on gettlng ‘g computer to handle input on the same or simpler
terms that the 1nput material - tHe input languages - or at most only slightly
more Ccomp. ex .than the materlhl A computer should handle data at the highest
practical - 1nterna; 1evel of complexxty--—that does wonders for dependabllity.

Aotually, I am usually 8o far ahead of the current technological scene
with my . own stuff, that I usually ignhore current technology. Besides. it's
handy for fomenting sf. If this foregoing survives fifty years from now, or
maybe a few hundred or thousand, it would be interesting to see how far off
base I was onh wot is a good computocr.
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More garbage inm_h

Gigo 1is growing - the time w111 come when you. w1ll need micro ellte for
the lettercol,. :

Woota nlght - the wind is blowing in stwong gusts and the llghtnlng is
poppink and shappink and it is vainlng cats and dogs. It's supposed to be
blizzarding this . time of year. ;. '

Nice cover on #4 . nhow did the tailfin on the flying saucer get bent?

The only drinkable soda pog - 1eft is Schweppes, and at isn't as good as
it urta be

Bids, they're talking about tornados on the radlo.' They do that every
time a squallnline_pomes through. If one did hit this neck of woods, I would
have to dig = fox.hol" in a hell of a hurry, since I don't have a basement
or cave to hide- out in. The paper sack for the coke wan't a waste if you
can think of sometbirg to-do with it. They can be used to JOt note down
on, and cut out flat can-be used for wrapping paper.

I have just found the queetlonaire - it was misplaced. [That's complete- .

iy possiple. I have a number of friends who take but their real or imagined
quarreis with me by mis- collatlng GIGO. A number of #1's were totally
fucked up--zfour page 9'§, and, m1531ng the last six pages. That kind of -
thing., T got a 1eoter from one guy who wanted to know why I :bothered to
send him-24 copies of pages 1 and two.]

[ Note-~ the following refers to the questionaare that was in 1ssue 37

Sut&eribed - have an eccentri habit of actually serding $$$ to fan21nes

Wot do I like about GIG0?, oh, its freewheeling irformal aire,

Dislikes - Star Treke jazz. Maybe if T looked into ganing (Dlplomacy
ate) it weuld turn out interesting, but since that's one of the scads of
shings I never did, with me it is 21lch Which is kinda unfair to the good
tolk who groove gaming. ' i

GIGG 1is the abbrev1atlon for Gigolo :

Computer column not hecessary, but 1nterest1ng

Fantasy col - goshk yes, - fantasy is 1nteresting no end -

There is “eai‘llterature in Frankensteln along with the drivel. Like  °
when the monster is in an ice cave and tTe1ls off his creaftor, '

The Fema® Man - "You've come a long way baby Snmewhere in every flat-
i.opper there is a short circuit,. - :

Scott Rosenberg ‘Mimeos also wear out., Friend dropped by yesterday who has
a big printing plant that prints TV Guide. Asked him which model of Multi-
1ith the counterfeiters liked, and he was of the opinicn that Multiliths are
junk, even after I showed a be utiful old multilithed SHAGGY. N

Me highv T smoke only Amphoria armddrink high class soda pop - am known
to take a nip of cheap brandy on occasion. When it comes to head feelers,
I usually 1ecture to them. . Thought of a shrink joke this year: B

Shrlnk opens hisoffice one typical morning and a young man enters A Dbit.

of advertising brainwashlng - all those booze ads in Psycholcgy - has aff-
itcted the shrink, and he JS a trifle OD‘d on hangover cure.  (Shrinks are
one of .my faverite taﬁgets ' .

"Gotta problem, doc ‘

"Moet people ‘do. The first scheduled patient was a circus fat lady,
at 11:00, who had lost her eating compulbion and was in danger of losing
her Jjob. It had been necessary’ to place two large jacks under the couch
to Fold her up. .

"Tt'es a weirdo ob5e331on Boe ;" Two mlnutes later the paﬁient Was' com-
fortably laid out on the couch The shrink had his notepad in hadd, and
was inscribing in ornate calligraphy TWO LESS MARTINIT TODAY, AND NO DAMN
NIGHTCAFP.




e 1l

"How long have you had it~

"Tt all started when I was 13 and my aunt Hattie gave me a two cell Eveready
Tiaghliight. Fver gince then I have had the impossible dream of having a prong
that blg. I even wake up in the niddis of the night yet dreaming 1t has come
frue,

"Hmm, yes, you do have a problem. I'11 have to do a bit of research. Drop bac
in the same time in two weeks " :

Two ‘leaks Tater the pa rieht shows up optimistically. "Figure out what to do
about it Doe? ‘ o : S o _ e

"There does seem:-to be only one thing to do about your obsession.'

"Gosh, what's that?" -
"Iy a swmallsy flashlight.”

:._ r') l\-lovemhn: 1 - . N . . L
The mystaerious Mrs, IFrench was by yesterday. She had Alas kd plates on her
Veliswazon bhis Lime, Nevar has time fo stay over a few minutes, Shows up-
about twice a year, Las‘r time around, se was seeking the weaning of it all: {th
Jnl"?:uc);- This time she was. perturbﬁd about the instability (wobble) of the
planet since 1933, and was fascinated that there 15 a pyramid in Australia.that
iz divectly opposite the pyramld of Cbeops. And was worried that Nickola Tesla

h?ugﬁ_f lood= arn ele ctrom&gr tic wave that is sf171 going and mavbe get out of
han. and zap  the planep. “He us€d to talk about resonating the D*anet electro.
D T There is one hellova strong signal . a raucus buz? on the low ehd

sFf Ene Tow frequency band - that's . aoout BOOKC dowr) '310uq audlo.

Fiek Loomis ~ I KNOW T'm being watched. About a uCCadL & 1/2 ago I bought a
cobpls ten of old pheno records for a ten-spet: A Jot of them were dogs - too
wePn - creeked .~ or stulf 1 didnit like. Sorted thom ouvi and gave 1/2 of them
the pitoh one ceeksra. A coupla days later a chavacter <roopped in the Shop and
irteonzd zerlously "You shouldn't destroy your recorcs " Iever saw him before
P osince, Naturally, most of the discards got broken when I fossed them out -
WNC EVEY hedr a7 tender luvin care of trash? I VH had 2 few people I don't
wow tall me at auctions chat I shouldn't be the - but back at the shop work.
inf,  What most of then got told was . too vile ior a-nlce homsy family-type
fanzine Tike GIGO. One one of bhOuU 1nbtant inspiracions, I tried to stir-up
some business from thew, but drev & blank. Does tha TV fixit trade also have a
“ar Tn Blsek phonomanon/ problem? Actu 11y, going to auctions 1% good for bus:
ness ., I seolebody buyg an old Junkhesap (C*PCd 1920's . 1950's , radio, 1T let
them know that I have a good stcck of obsolete hard-to-rind tubes and have beer.
working on radlos gince 1935. - Toc mdny people know me that I don't know - and
I have an 2ideti~ memory. - well, now that I am aging a bit around the edges -
9%% aidetic. They always call me by my first name, hut the locals never use
thet handle., A few of those are i¢de r@search pvayheologiste. They always use
1ot of "we'''s in their speech. = '

.m

Bottowm of pz. il: Sericon stuff.__Egéd.' T krow the.opswers, but that is too
wornid. Onf way to . put it is & few hairy questions.

1, Vhy Lu fhe ﬁago”ity of the populdtwon ant4-intu11a0uua1?

oo H] ' o -t nel quﬁl .
Jhy is tochnelegy lneorrectly used? (Stuft iilee atom bombs.)
hv does humatlty LH general have an exploiter phllosophyv

5. " i " " cherish delusions ,
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5. Wby doen lnmanity insist on- impractical systems of management?
7. Why does not huwauvity bave a wuch improved - or al least viable - stafe
scene after beirns on the scene for so long. Like we shouldn't beeu jalls,
8. Why is nol 7 considered an emergency? :

Q. Why does not humanity bave longevity - into thousands of years - the brain
was degigned for a very long service life.

i0. Why Ao most neople (over 99%) have no inherent thinks in their brain?
Bast handy example is rock images - anyone who has seen at least a brief
regume of vhe subject and a few good rock pix should reallze that iv is a
source ¢f any and all information - and quite a large interesting mystery.
Ran & ad once in IATE and they changed the wording because they claimed
thay failed to sse any images in the samples I sent. Yet showing them to
loeal folk slwmost averyone saw the same images. In the current ish is a
very good article on ghost photos - one 1s very plainly common universal
imagerv - the film could have acquired it anywhere along the line to the
fjxing bath. That ad bombed. Two orders with no follow up and one query.
Snother thing is a simpla bubt vital magnetic phoncmenon - it gots 100% no-
think. Fven tfrom hot-shot electronic engingers. No use describing it here
- nobo“ﬁ'vovid remcmber 1t anyway. Natrually, i- ‘doesn'{ appear anyplace
in maguatic literaturs, _ ‘

i, Unj the peneral s¢rong (som=times unto panic) fear of UFQ's? That's a
s¢action seldom caused by preéevious knowledge. Reading through ufo stuff,
many [ilying saucers are evidently bazardous.

12, Why does hc ‘managemsnt ot huwan affairs usually pass into the hands of
trie lnsanz?
i3, Why is Lhu‘esthbljshment monkey cage being rattle of lute? By whom?
{thatv. lattesr, [ have several suspicions, but 1ts like if the postal 1inspec-
tor happens to nick this envelopeto steam cpen---) '

Hey ivhere's 21 1dea . everybody send their'fanzine to the Inspector. That
will weop ‘nem busy and out of mischief for a long time before they give up-
on cryivg to figuvre ouf fandom. Might even turn up a few new fans.-CIA

e Yo,

4 Novemie o
fetually, I hava a soft spot 1n wmy heart for trekkies ever since a trek zine
{ & beautisuily pvt- ether zine) TRISKELION ran ona of my short stories.
that I-faunch most bOUb ig what ST could have been. The nearest it came
to greatness wag I, MUDD. It I were produc’ng it, that klurker space ship
vaich looked li.ka ot hal been desligned as a Matell Loy would have been junked
ana somathing practical 14'te with a trihederial hull would have been used.
Sfoall th;ﬂﬂkj ST needed 1t was a strong lead character like Zdward G. Rob-
neon. The enginceving dept would “e boss:d by vthe ship's cowmputer. and the
enginaaring of ficer, whe alwaye has o follow the computers instruciions for
npkeep and repair sayq onclnnvhif_”"bomeday you are going fo ‘be mistaken.
'Whﬁn rbﬁ* happens, T will obv¢ously be 1in need of repsir.

- - ~and thé'ship‘s internal‘would be like a real space ship. The control
rooins woudd nol jock like wrlird offices. The supporting cast would show
1 Ghere oniy whan naeded., '

v, L Thougtt of 2 few ST gcripits - but after readinghow Harlar, Ellison left
that scene .~ anyhoo, There is such a terriffic lot can be dune with an
creploraticn trele in space. Like passing an old colony ship withonly its
viry old capbtain aboard. He was bornin space and has so retlred in space

- fiznhiacicn of gome of his reminiscences.



%[[[[[[[[[[[[[[[[[[[[[[[[[[F[[[[[£[[[}]]]]]]]]]]]]]]‘]—]]]]]]]]]]]]]]]]]]]H}]J]
[ WHITHER GOEST STAR TREK FANF0M9; THITHER GOEST SE FANﬁOM

[[[I[[[[[[[[[[[[[[[[[[[[[f[[[[[[[[[[[]]]]]]]]]]]]]]]]]]]]]]}]] ]i]]]]}]]]]]]]]

Last eekend, I attended what the Committee declared would be the 1ast ST Comm.
itteeCon, (knwwn 0 the general public as The Star-Trek Conventlon.) . Committec
Con was the first ST Convention. It was, llke all sf conventions to date, put
on by . the fans for the fans., It was an amateur cenventlon, "yes, a fan convent:
Tt was not a kind of entertainment at®which all the. bug-eyed gum-chewing adol-
escent morons came to scream at the stars. t was not somethilng. one wment. to tc
watch the movies, It was not where one went to buy Spock's Ears,

CommitteeCon was a convention--a meeting--of people who cared about Star Trek,
who had though 1t was excellent televislon and at least half-way decent seclence
fletion. One did not go to CommitteeCon to see the stars; cne went to see othe
fans. S C g

CommpitteeCon is finished. The Committee has declared 1tse1f exhausted, and ha:
stated that 1t will not be running another coénvention. The "tradition” of ST
cons is. belng carled on by such people as Al Shyster and other rip..off artists.
ST conventions are’ cons 1n the fans sense of the werd no longer, although for
the most part they are cons in the better known sense of the word, They have
no redidual feeling of that which has become most ‘important is &f econventions.
In ST cons now, one pays oneés money, and one 1ls entertalmed., ' If one is nok-
enbertd%ned he has his monéy refurded. (Or not;aetually, but that's another
matter S . o _

ST cohventiohs have, 1in a word become commercialized

This 1s to be expected. . ST conventions have ‘become a luﬂrative business-_pevep
the. Committee, who haven't rrally planned-to make monzy; hive made some money
in the past con. Therefore, ‘ST conventions’will be exploited ‘Are being
exploited_ As far as I am COngerned ST is dead - - ' R

SONOFABITCH . e ‘ '

Some months agod, T recieved in the mall a flyer for’"SCIENCE FICTION EXP@SITIOh
1976," A convention put on by people with r¢ real 1ove for sf or sf fandom,

to make money. From fuvther flysrs and from inquiries, I have determined that
tha thing ie not a ripoff; 1t would seem that SF Expo intends to deliver every-
tning 1t promises 1in the way of authows, movies, dnd ‘BO-On: Attendees_will
recleve their money! 5 worth. = '“ h”_{" , . P AR s 7;S
That is exactly what attendees will get ‘their MONEY’S WORTH They w11l be fan
no longer; they will be Johna.’ They will be péople attending -an. enfertainment
in order to be entertained., ~

This sf conventlen is a commarcial con; 1f it is successful (and 1tseems that
it must be), there will be further commercial conventions

WAill SF fandom as 1t is be able to survive the commercializatlon of fandom? Wh
will we do when we have thousands of morons running around cons in beanles?
Will sf fandom become as commerciallzed as comics fandom has already become?
will sf fans prize slickness for itsilf, shy away from "amateur" fanzines? Wil
the Dealer's Room become the most important part of a con?
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(Do you thlnk SPACE 1999 ”ON will never occh” Scu Gstu*ah ié'planning
one now, - . _ R

I don't know,. But I don't 1ikes what's nappening

And I don't think there is’ anything that can be @onc. There arc commercial

Dossibllities in st fandom, therefore these possibilifies will be exploi-

- fed That's about all there is. to: say

\'But it may be that we W111 be able“to‘kuep a sense of fandom seperate from

he larger "fandom of'- commercidiizaflon

- Last yuar, ‘an ST fan 1in Wthington ran somcthing callad "The August Party,

which had no ‘stars, few films, a very small dealer's room: It was run for

ST fans, those who cared about. ST;..not  for Trekkics, those who .care about

Spock’s Ears.shaped. personal vikrators. It is yet’ Lo e geer whather or
not decent godifearing:- dénventions can live alongside monsbe"‘commﬂrcialized

cons. But thu August Party at. 1east provioes SOmC hope. -
What the h°11 We shall ses. . R ' e

ATh“ following is a . con report of The August party It's a pit uneritical,

and it concbntrates, I think, a bit on the wrong aspzets oft'this con., But

-what the hell;

. X

A Convenuinn report
by T. J. Burnside

on August 2nd, 1975 during the worst pollution dlerc our sta,o hﬁs:ever had,
wyself, my 1arger brother and two friehnds piied:into the family station
wagon and drove -of into theé hazg to The Auguut “fp+y Mermyland' s very flirst

|5tar'mrek con. Let me. first -say that- ‘glthough L- am ‘a hard..dore trekkie

firom way back,~ I may. not be auallfiea to réport on thc con roy the simple
2asoh Lhat 1%’8 the only one Tl've ever attended. Itls gc¢n0 Le be very

':nard for mp te be ¢éritical...-T loved ovcrv n111ae of

Dpon arrival at the UhlVGPQity of Maryﬂand Stud=znt Uhlon, thea first thing-
off importance we- ‘hoticed was the WRC-TV mini-cam fllming 2 large vehicle
narked outside..-a van emblazoned with USS ENTERPRIZE aWO'v=u1[p9d with
phasers and shuttlecraft. Being the modest folks we are, we slipped by it
without gettling ourselves 1T *mad; and Ammadiately rushzd tp the »roegistra..

rion desk upstairs (&all the wnlle passing people. W°awing star™ ;4\‘t uniforms -

oolnted ears and buttons saying "Ive.got a One-TPrek Mind.") The cost was -
%+ for three days, not bad: . We each,wonleveo d snhpd 1e which ng one foll-
owed a trivig quiz: kHow Far abova the Earth dia, the jﬁobkct detonate in
”Assignmﬂnt Earth?"); ‘and.g convention progLam -~ As 800N as we had our

nutbe ljttle name qus ‘woﬂsbt of f to the hunkauxrs voom to g0 what we
could find : ST S

XL have always considered myself a knowledgeable trekkie [contradittion in
terms} but never have I seen such merchandige. For instanca: how many of
vou have seen a Mr., Spock LOLLIPOP? Thers werz other outlandish Lhings
{many of whicn T bought) and it turned out we spend most of our time in

the huckscers room, I am now the proud ownder of an HFuteiprise belt buckle,
an assortment of buttong, an 37T tee..shirt, and other sundrliss. While 1n



F

4

/‘ : B P .

the bhuckster's room. we . bumped info. Joan Winston. Kco—author of "Star Trek Live:t
cand - et ourselves get ¢onnead into buyinrg another copy af. her book Just s0 she
scould autograph it for us. -She.was an’ absoluteiy dﬂlightful perqon and every
fonf;mﬁ"oy sl m'f*Lnb ang tqlkinv to her. -

) “rom tnm hucxutﬁr‘s room we nushed past Chanhcl HTS Freddle Davi° an the
mint.cem tothe main WObby where we ran Heau¢ong 1nto _tah dah! -+ The
;Trqnsp*r'“vl.‘T;n and Denny Pace, & Pusbund and wife team from Falls® Chyrch,
va., had¢ built it themselves,. and Jud ing from tkaﬁlooks of the" th+ng,,fhey

_.ohvieurly kocw- wnau_+hey WdI“ doing %WE later founa eut that thcv arg pro-

.. Yepslonold J'gufhﬁg dgesighers, and- the thing waSn’ aven completed! ) Also in

L. the Gobby was a four-foot tall birvthday card to Gene Roddenbe rrey whlcn every-

7" ohe was 1nv-v%cd Lo aign. I hear they got over 700 51ghaturus' '

Thore was so much to sse that 1t was: absolutc?y staggering. Th' whote aumcs-
fphegelﬁg dorh ol eontrolled paweemonlum was...wall, fascinating. Wi le, wand.
ering wrt papling in awo at whal was about us, we stumbled upon the guditor
SR wk@r&z”““*act rarbh wes just ending.- ‘uettljng into zome good giEh 2y wWe
2
ﬁ
h

¥
=
m
i
=

"-ﬁogf«ued te: listén to the guest 3peaker, )1ck Disell of. Ghanns1 2OA._(Disell
i bggteknown for bls portrayal of .uansain €™, a Washingbon-area childben’'s
2vs. chvilously sopied from Mr. Spock., Plaga;rlsti) He had brought with him
221 spiscdes of Jupermen and other oldish sci-fi [PARIAH!] showz {1 addit’
ne ST eplsodes "The M-nageried” The Changollngg' IThe Fntarprist Tneident
Amok Time, " MThe Tltimate Computer,” "Catspaw,” and "The Pholiai Web," '“yri?

Lhe next few hours in the dudluorlum, committee chatrman Rich Ko¢x51 éntertat
CoUTolc 5leP“JpDJUD Lthe apcomlna ST movie, showed a faw epibodns ( ‘The Ultimate

S ol ey, "”Amnk Tlh@') ”U"uspaw."\ and’ promo1"d his ranzine, ”Ehocwix -

melv Tucky to huue w”tn the oﬂjoomaonc who haﬁ broughu a3 rael ot
i"lev“*jnfcm the upcoming serles‘“SpdCb 15499." . These weks axtrem
‘ End Tpergonally fesl this is a° vepry promising show. - Thﬂ spec_
“effmbuh are %pdpAally £00d, end,tha premifFe i jusu about- conwiavalis,
o Fou ars kLwﬂwﬂg Aw u’t vou kidding® . Pleske say youlre: kidﬁlua.-‘-ﬁftur
i Mfaf Trra fiﬂqt *O-Mp;poqy “they showod' & Pﬂv ‘Ftar
{0 be There. T sﬁc fm,mg #1g8,. ”*rw-l‘V%S”*:lD?i a

L .
sy e TR D \
e - x.

JEE o

,‘_ .
k e —_]‘: _} ;

*Oddﬁtiil u;Lt was ééiled' wa% qh 1 tha mﬁat ewgoyaolﬁ Ani.

’Vu BEen . ArSdbAf Cf“"ﬂﬁo*f this movia followcd the adventur
arrestrial boings) 1701

N bWMN'EEDGVLm“PyuC with by’ éz
Geﬁny ﬂarﬂer t T2y wouud haVu hdd EO* _fapv me. up of F “} e=fToor.

s

- iy A

P sovry 60 say tuu T dl& not have a chanc;%tohgea &’ goo@ tock:éﬁ YL

I
’h;138 JThs Mscbronie Labyiinth.".  The: pollution b ﬁ‘"endprAd maeswilth & caSe'oﬁ
‘f§1chHL,,J, snd 0 1oEL »fﬁcg, and I, was: beglmang“;o feel se,331d that T ook
“heltime durding this muvie To 112 ~down and rEdéceve e bfxore the blooper reEh ™
arei VMd Urhappily, the blooper reel was more than a little 1qtp, and througi.
“he crowd, chenting "We wai G b]oopers!” Joanie Winston managed . i to -stand u;
and ad.lib o an entire fLour, engwering quasticns znd belng 2% Wit cty as any
2umae L v wve ey, f "hy Should we seg a- bicopew rm"l if iwetee heve o
; IR e to macify the crowd, kld She. was pesitively

-u*,?3 30, . when the- felayxwunn Chdlng through the door
held high- over his head, he was greeted by 600 people‘i:z
I *Lé Ov¢bmun. ‘howevml Iopg we walted; it was worth 1it; - You pcor creat.
tUPéb Who! have pcvgfiseen & Shar. Trelk: bloopev roc“ have. gob Lc be the nmost 1#1
:F3VR*VMVOPJ owiEarth, II +hought nothing “oould maks. ms laugh harder than
~900U, T butnhis £1me Ehey ¢id have to scrape me . up. o FL the ilcor’ They we:
Lannroao ey uhp projattor Tty show 1% .again whey we l : P

‘h—

ey
L e ooeawt hoen T
R A L A
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We called our pardnts at 12:00 midnight, and were extremely repriaeiiasd oo
staying so long. After stopping. at McDonalds for din . _ we dragged oursel-
ves back home at 1:30 AM and crawled back into bed S

We were back at the. Student Uhion bright and early the next ndcn, when the
~doors opened.- Today, since we knew our way around, we spent more time 1n each
placu without the urge to explore. - We saw quite a few elaborate uniforms and
drawings 1n the art room, plus caricaturesg of the ST cast and a rug wall
hanging of the IDIC. The Smithsonian Institute had lent for display the
criginal Klingon warship and the mini-Enterprise dangled over the flame in
"Catspaw,” (now cast in a clear plastic block.) A local talent, "Plerre the
Piano Man," was baning away at the keys with the 400 page book of sei fi
[there it 1s agaln, dermit] ballads ]you mean filksongs] that he had helped

. to write [I have no doubt you mean Filthy Pierre, Where does plano man come
in?] (For instance, "The Naked Sun" set to music...."As a f’ end I can't repay
you/by the Asimov that made you/ You're a better man that T am, Hunk o' tin. )

After wy friend blew $3 on a Kirlian photograph_(lt measure your unique emo-
tional output in different colors) we settled btack into the auditorium for
‘& lecture on Evolution and life on other planets. I discovered through a

. eonversation thalt the person next to me had flown in from Zurope the night

'before_mtalk about Star Trek loyalty! and was missing ker beloved "Six Million
Dollar Man" to attend. To liven up the activities, I broke out my set of
film eclips, and we pWayed a 11tt1e game of naming characters and episode
scenes, ‘

Lﬁter on, during a question and answer perlod about the movie, Kolker played
- & tape of .the telephone conversation with Gene Roddenberry two days before.
~In it, he described how far along in production.they are (Just doing revisions
in the seript...which Gene is wr*ting) and told a small bit of the plot.
Around 4:00 Kolker set up a slideshow with his filmslips. Using a carousel
projector, each slide was shown an a big screzn. Our little game was nothing
compared to thig! Have you ever heard 600 people all scream "AMOK TIME!" at
once, or "FOR THE WORLD IS HOLLOW AND I HAVE TOUCHED THE SKY!" (which comes
. out "sounding like. glbbarlsh) T was privately proud  of my own astuteness in
" this' fileld. I got several which took the other quite a while. (For instance
how many of. you would mistake the computer console in "Assignment:Earth" for
_the one in "The Ultimate Computer"?) And if Rich Kblker made the slightest
i”ﬁrror the audience corrected him with no voice spared. We had a few expsarts
on filmclips who id¢rnntified the one button depressed onthe Constellation con-
sole as "The Doomsddy Machine," and got other eplsodes from the extras, or
tighting. I ragret to say that I'm not quite that good! (We also had one .
“joker who identifizd one shot of 'Bill Shatner asg ”Barbary Coast!") We fini-
shed the game with ouvr faces glowing, our ears rining, our voicés gone, and
both. our minds and bodies fatigued. I might add that by this time it was
6:00, when the con was supposed to have ended at 4:00, Time for a good

ap? ﬂode "The Enterprise Incident" was well recicved, and we had enough time
to run down to the Macke vending room and try to get some dinner., They were
gsold out of everythlng excent .chocolate milk. We =ach had three chocolate
milks. We passad the movie room on the way back ~which was showing a Flash
Gordon flizk. : S o : o

Upon_arriVing,-we_fOUnd out the auditorium was reserved for someone else at
T7:30, and so could nct be msed for further episodes\*sob" The already dis-
sipating crowds grew smaller, and the official word was announced: Convention’
over. We charged back to the movie room only to find it empty and locked. The
halls grew suddenly quiet..all:-hhe love that had radiated through the building
"Boupcing off the cieling” as Joanie put it, was gone. Wé hung around for a
1ittle while, watching the blackboards belng erased, and the signs taken down,
before we sadly wlked out to our car to go home. Two of the best days of my
1li{e were over. Happily, though, we still have next year---and, as the glant °
blrthday card to Gene Roddenberry put it:

"THIS YEAR WE HAD TO SETTLE FOR COLLEGE PARK,.BUT NEXT YEAR....MARS!"
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STN KAIDED

Last issue, I printed the followlng review of an atrocious game called Star
EEEQGPSi :

STAR RAIDERs ( Attack Wargaming Association, 314 Edgley Av, Blenside, PA, 190
$4 to $6 50, depending on packaging)

STAR RAIDER 1 a rotten game., To put it Succinctly,‘it shits

The board 1s advertised as being reproduced in threo brilliant colors_--and

so it is. From an apparently hand-drawn original- The counters, too, are
reproduced from & hand-drawn originazl. The rules were apparently written by
the chimpanzee-and-typewriter system. The number of typoes, grammatical errc:
etc ad nauseum 1is exactly that. From the explanations in the rules, one is
unabla to distinguish between black holes and pulsars. The rules are badly
written angd badly organized. They explain nothing; they are incomplete They

~are, for the most part, unintelligible.

Combat ie redieulously simple Roll a die, and IOSe half of ones! force. A
“large force of slightly inferior ships has no chance against one very large
shiphqnmore likely, that one ship will destroy the entire fleet, ship by ship.
The scale is ridiculousuﬂmabout 60 stars in an entire "galaxy." The terrain
- is rei¢tulous - _ '

T'd burn thgxgame, axcept that thb plastic envelop it came in would stink up
the Egpse CAnd I.am -doath to destroya. $6 investment, no matter how much of
A turkey thn-gamn i8. .80, the game -wlll stay hHiddéh under a pile of shit for
. qll eternity I’il n@ver play the thlng again thahk God o

Zn responge, I recieved the following letterofioff "D.H, ‘Casciano”,” dated Octo.
\Jbé% l"'z:: TIEE L e T Cvmpd oo prh pgnn o - | k

- 3

e L v rmeee eind ofoad

After al] the lctters Oﬁepﬂaise amd @mcouragwmeht from’ customers ﬁé“had almo:
gt ven up hOpe of recieving a "crank letter. We certainly digd" not expeut him
to be 3¢ fecolish ag to place FALSE and malicious slander into prlnt

‘1n thp first place,.xeoyscan:not count!s There are 112 stars shown .o, the STAR
RA LR mapj_ qt a mera.éﬂ a8:you-so- blithiy Stated Further the game states
tHat “the map show$ an L’uhe:q:wlored regon of ‘spacé” (a portion of a4 spiral arn
tc be exact). Even If you could not read the very fact that the maJor portior
of the 3mplr@s exten@ qff -the: map would show that the map never ;ntended to

.‘.__ o~

______ _erﬂseen 4 war-
game beforw’qnd bv 1oca1 wargamers &s youhg ag 12 years old vNone of these
groups , hai any. . trouble understanding the ruleés. T'Né one- expressed any diffi-
'{,u]ty diqtl;5UiS)1ng hctween buack holes and puIBars\ -

You described the terraln as rediculous Whlbh shows us two things. One that
you cvepruse the word, redicylous and two that. you have 1little knowledge of
-5,astr0n~my . wlth tne,sxcaptlon-of such hoddeg ds messcr. 42 where the gas is

N*?+axc1feo and 7 tmlnous,_gas clpuds smre located by obgelUratlon of stars and most

;;astr0hom 1S arc of the opinioch that there are many more’cpncentrationq than ©
" ghey  can locaté especially-in:the spirals srms'.’ They 'same’ fatiwnal holds true
o for black holes. angd many. fheories of s»ellar evolution Suggebt that they
she1d hc"UIte common . STt oy Ty
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You lose half you forces when you have combat because you don't know what
you are doing. Each ship is designed for a specific nisslon; if you use
them incorrectly or for a task which they were not designed you obtain the
above result, but from your statwent about how you fared in the tournaments
at origins we concluded that missusing your forces is nothing new to you.

We shudder to think what lese you might be migsusing. You have already m
mlssues the names and reputations of some. of the worlds S.F. writers on your
content page. ‘

You are -upset because our game does not allow you to use cruisers to kill
battle ships; It does not work in space and it never worked on this plane¥.
NO MOLERN BATTLE SHIP WAS EVER SUNK BY CRUISERS which were not supported by
heaviér ships, I could go on-but by now it is obvious that elther you do

not know what you are talking about or that you are attempting to obtaln r
revenge because I did not approve of you anties in disrupting the tournaments
at Origins .

IF YOU DO N%T PRINT A RETRACTION IN YOUR NEXT ISSUE and include the ‘above
rebuttal verbatum, we 'shall.finstruct our attorney in N.Y. to bring suits to
recover dmmages and to obtaln an ingunction to block publication of "Gigo"
untillsuoh retraction is printed, Further if I .do not recleve confirmation
of the“above whthin 20 days I shall bring the obscene content of your publi-
cation bo the attention of the Post Master General. T will not bring your
nam” o athe attention of Mr. Asmov (he would bz less understanding than I
am)y, but I do sugest that you reconsider your policy. -~

I will grant you that the artwork and typesetting of Star Ralder were not
as good as they could have been, although your feeble attempts at humor
1eft us cold. We do taks constructive critisizm to heart and our latest-
game Formalhout-II has these defetts corrected however, do not expect a
courtesy copy. : _

el

Please notn that the above 1s printcd ‘ag” recieved, no grammatical errors  are
sorrected; nor are the numerous errors in: spelling Below 18 my response,
mailed to Mr. Casciano dated 7510.25 T '

1. I was incorrect when I ‘stated that there were'about 60 stars on the board.
Thare were, as you have pointed out; Hearly twice that many.- However, the
faet_ that T used the wors "about™ shows that I was not making a. count, and
was merely estimating. I agree that I was incorrect; 'I do not agree that
1 cahnot count.  The faect that I was incorrect will be printed, along with
~your letter, in the up~coming dssue of GIGO. (By the way, "GIGO " as any

Trufan can tell you [or any computer ‘freak] stands for Garbage In, Garbage
Out. Thus, all four letters are capitalized ) ) ‘_ — /

2. "Thc fact that maJor portions of the empires extend off the map" iz not
clearly indicated. 'I can mention a good many games in which artificialities
of various sorts were included fér reasens of play of one sort or another.

A prime éxample is "Star Centurians VII," in which<it is possible to colo-
nize a planet and have 1t start producing indesprially in. cne week, The fact
iihat the empires were in various corners of the board dld not suggest to me
that large portions of them were off the map.

3. Perhaps I wag a bit hasty when I said that the rules were incomprehensible.
Whth a good deal of :study and cogltation, they can be understood. There are,
as I have stated, numerocus typographical errors. ~The grammatical error are
not ‘only numzrous, but horrendnus. Ido not put myself forward as a g&amm--
aria--~..merely as a competent user of the English language. But I do recol-
nige lousy gmammar.



' sure, _represents the thoughts -of the designer If any. %,
£

‘ftournaments at Origins - .

‘ | 29 , L
The rules are badly organized, at least in my opinion, and badly wkltten. Wha
the hell 1s one to make of a rule such as "AIl ship countérs may move up to
their movememt allowance"? I know what you mean, you ‘know what you mean, but,
shlt, not everyone who buys the game 1s a warganer,. And a large percentage
of wargamers like rules that at least MEAN something.. = °

I am sure that wargamers "to the age of 12 years 01d" had no trouble understan
the rules ["Quick, run out and get me a 12 year-old--~I: can’t make head or
tail of thils"-..Groucho Marks] First of all, anyone can"understnd the ules of
any game if the designer stands over his shoulder during playtesting and an_
swers questions. That 1s, in my experience, the problem with a-good many "orz
tradition" designers---the designer knows what he means when he writes a rule,
all the playtesters do because the designer explains the rule---but when the
game 1s released, noone else doe% :

4, I concede that I may use the word ridiculous boo often. I do not concede
that your terrain is not rediculous. For it ig., I am sure that large numbers

~: and amounts of gag clouds Bxist 1n and dmong the spiral arms. I marely find
“1t difficult to believe that a gas cloud will obstruct the movement of a
gpaceship. I find 1t difficult to believe that a black hole will Adestroy any

ship moving, say, within 1/2° lighte year of it, or that as many black holas
as are portrayed on the board axist in as: 1imited an area as the board or

 that pulsars Will do the same 2/3's of the time: -

Lj;5. This is one 'of the major problems with a lot of space gameS°' space 1s not
“Just the Pacific spred out'a little and moved over a bit. a group of crulsérs

ngver sank a battleship---go what? ,Dhy-does this mean that medium %pace-going
warships will never. destroy large space_going warships‘P '

-

But I should nbt quarrel with this; | this isia design 1imitation and I am

'_l‘
-

,.’1
S

I ﬁo think the combat system is unnecessarily simplified and upnesessarily
- ove;-stakked in févor of those participants in -a battle with larger ships

6 What?°° Pleaso I’m sorry. I wrote.a rather nasty review of your game,
perhapa overly nasty I’misorry, I didn't %¥hit to hurt anybody,Snﬂeelings

I was confident that if the desi ner trudy: like his game, he*wouldn't parti_
cularly care wha; I, thought .that &€ he wad insacure enohgh to eare. about
some dipshit- fan pubber's opinions, he. would be SOmewhat loss vociferous.\

~‘l

Really, I don't mind getting 1etter teiling ‘ne’ what a moron‘I an-. That'

,‘qkay, and .I eXpect that, after writ pg syich an obviou° panning review, I .
! 'might get an’ angry letternfrOm the designer' S o

Xol

"But what 18 this? "-o__.1t is oBvious that either-_—_or your are. attempting

to obtain revenge beoause I did not appnove'of your antiecs in disrupting the

. : -‘.f-,‘_:-

. T Fipst of all I would 1ike' to ‘state that & hate ro- idea who you® are, and T

had no 1dea Who the disigneer offthe game was. I“reviewed the game as I saw

-1t, If I had thepleasure.aof" displeasure orxwhateVer .of meetlng you at Origin:

I cannot remember it. I was: not aﬁtempting to exact ‘revenge for any wrong,

'real or imagined e ._ R

-

AN T made- no "antics™ that "disrupted"fany touthamapt at Origins. The only

tournaments I participated in wére the L&D tournament and the Diplomacy tour-
nament, although I was signedup for the SPI- Napoleon*o.and the Blue and Gray

. tournaments. I-did do:a few flippant things at %the I&Dtournament, but I dis-

rupteq_npthing I do not think the expeditioh waslrun by 1ts leader in the
most: eﬂ;ieient manner possible, But T dldn!'t Alsrupt”anything (Were you 1n the

- D&D tournament°- If so, ean you honestly remember me disrupting anything?)

P S R _- ~
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, And ‘I played quite honestly in the Diplomacy tournament It is true “that
< I oferislept and didn't show up ‘darly énough to get in on the gsecond round
at the start, but that 14 hardly disruption.. And 1t is true that I gof a
bit mad (I shouldn‘t have -dome so, I ddmit) . at a fellow-player, but that’
[ anger dld not. translate itslef . intd getion (i €., physical contant ¥ I did
not’ disrﬂpt the Biplomacy tournament o : Lo
If"you ecan produde specific examplés in wmich you think £l disrupted any o
~.* tournament whatsoever at arigins, I will be glad fo provid# 8 full and com_

."plete explanation of .my behaviom: Cmee e Fo -

7. I shall print no retraction in my next issue. T will annoUﬁce‘that_I}
was incorrect 1n certain- specifics in my ‘review of your game. -I shall state

“that there are indeed 112 stars, rather than 60; that I was incorrect ini
<stating that the . board covered an entlre galaxy, or <in. implying that the
advertisements 1n any-way -implied thdt they did; that the rulss are’ in-
comprehensible.r I will restate that T think the game 1s-bad, that the rules
Lare” badTy and’ ungrammatioally written,sthat 1t is my-. opinionﬁthat the terrain
ahd combat system leave a good deal to e’ desired o

I shall print your letter along with my response.. . .

- .

8s COnsider this as icnnf‘sbrmation - ”]ﬂﬂ}, . ‘MWH55,ﬂ f.‘ oL n :iE\’;
’9=-'You are invited to brdng the "ObScene"'contait of - my publication to the
attention of the Postmaster General. .my publicatlon.does; not print porno-
graphy or lewd matter; 1t prints no matter designed. to &ittilate thé reader
without the benefit of. radeeming socidl ‘value. My use of certain words is
in no way obscene. I suggest you examine the most recant issue of any .
magazine but, perhaps, the: newsweeklies,” The most recent issue &f Analog™
has E:S story in whiech ths words "fuck' and  "shit" are used several times.
Magazine, the New Yorker, F&SF, Rolling Stone, New York Magazinc and .
the Times of London.all have used such words upon occasion.  Will“the
Postamat*r General ban such publications along with mine° R o

D

10, -You are invited, tOrbring my - “"ex*ﬁloitation of Mr Asimov’s name to
“his attenti)n--—-as well.af my similadr "exploltation" of Paul Linebarger's,
Harlan Ellison's, Kurt Vonnegut's, and Philip Jose PFammerts. Any fool who
cannot see that the .lower half: of my Table pf. Contents A8 a joke deserves
the: laughter his accusationg »f exploitation - will recjeve. * I have never
"exploited" anyone, and I do not fntend to do so. I don't use people

11. Were the Postmaster General-to decide to taka action- against my publi-
catisn, 'or wére you to file suit against "Gige", you would quickly find that’
gald publication ras no legal standing. In the eyes of the Post Office, .
1t is a mass-produced private letter, I am .flled as a publieatlon with no.
déprrtment; I have never applied: for a second class permit. I pubiish
mimeo not by any. professianal means I print a FANZINE damnit

Ty

[ ]

For similar reasons, M- publication cannot be stopped

And I think you will find that "damages" from a fanzine with an approximate_‘i
circulation of 80 are little ' o

My f%eble attempts at humor have, I am sure,,left you cold ~ The persoﬁ at.
whom “humor is aimed ls- raré&y appretiative of such . ' T

I R a “ . et . - _‘, o i = .
» - t- - . .

oSS S

S

., AR R T



ol
I R A b N e T L e S R E R E T EE R EERELEE L EEEEEEELER L L E L LS L L EEEEEEEEE L

EPISTLES FROM HITHER AND YON
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RUTH BERMAN 5620 Edgewater Blvd Minneapolis MN 55417

I feel guilty at the i1dea of your sending me GIGO without a NO in return. .
but thank you very much. I'll try to respond with locs now and agaln but for
some reason I find 1t hard to write loes. Anyhow..

A comment on your dislike of artificial problems. Actually you've got two
kKindg of hrtificlal problems named. How mahy angels can dance on the head of
a piin is basleally trivial although there is a serious underlying principle.
%ethup Christ is in some sense the same being as God or merely a good man'.
N Get Is lwmportant  becauss a merely good man's reldgious rulings-ean be.
BICER)F LARTY CRRPPINEES EAP obli] have people who have to gro through ccesiderable mental
zerobatiecs ©o figure out a way in which women can be treated by men as equals
vithout denying the words of God who said that man has authority over the wife
(ot to mention the close-minded types who still figure women are inferior be-
causc the Bible says so.) One may think it's foolish to treat the Bible as
¢ivinelyv inspired in evsry detail but the problem is real for Fundamentalists
~-and for the nrople who have to live in the same world as Fundamentalists.

ang "freo will? matters because if criminals commit c¢rimes out of free will
ther: is no possibility of "curing" them but only the (obviously weak) possi-
bility of converting them or the somewhat stronger possibility of frightening
thoem of i with the tureat of punishement., If our wills are not free then crime
zar be treated as an illness, searching for causes and trying to eed them. (In
tke socciety at large by economic and social changes 1in the individual trhougt
-.psvehology drug therapy etc). At the momant it's an artifical problem
hecaluse assuming the possibility of treating crime as an illness we don't

¢o far have any really helpful treatments (except quarantine---which is awfull:
vrimitive nedicing :

And =o on and so on. Some guestlons are more important more urgent or more
soluble than others. but when you come right down to it everything interlocks
and nothing is wreally trivial.,

1

'm o®railld I wmust disagree with you., If our wills are free. then criminals
n ve swaycd frem their path; they can choose not to Commit crimes and we
n help thew come to the point where they miIght choose not to commit crimes.
ug . 1i thers 1s such a thing as free will rehabilitation of criminals is
oesible., : :

B
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I'If  on the other hand our actions are predetermined then a criminal commits
erimes boczuzse he must because it isg determined that be should. Therefore
“herz can b2 no hope of rehabilitation for him Dbecause it is determined that
he zhould copmit cirimed. ’

IThe question can be argued either way. The question of free will vs. determir
iem 18 an artificial one because 1t has no real applicabllity; the question at
A3 A mhvtlhiir o not it is possible to rehabilitate criminals, And after

2 bhundred y=<ars of cxperimentation we can only say that at least with our
cureont methods  ws cannot rehabilitate criminals at least most of the time,

1the’ questlion of free will ve, determinism 18 artific¢ial because it is a ratio:
aliszation of real problems. The creation of the concept solves no problems are
ware we Lo com® to a definitive concluslon as regards the concept that conclu.
2ion would SPLby ho real problems.
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[And if solv1ng ‘the question of free will as opposed to dcterminism solves
no real problems why should we debate the thing at all? There are so many
more pressing questions that need to be resolved.

Don D'Ammassa 19 Angell Drive  East Providence RI 02914

Thanks fnor the nice review of MYTHOLOGIES in the current GIGO much of
which I managed to find interestihg’ ‘despite (I'm sorry to say) a very
confusing format {or lack thereof '

Garard Houarner is much tpo severe in his comments on DRACULA. Firstly

che central characters of the novel are a bupch of strange characters rather
than strong. dominant heroves. They are supposed to be real people reacting
TOo supernatural threats not, John Carter of Mars taking another monster

in stride, Imag;ne how well your ne*t door neighborq would behave if
cenfronted by a2 vamplre

~Actually DRACULA isn't even the best of Stoker's novels. He had a fine
ogcult adventure story THE JEWEL OF THE SEVEN STARS some hat Limilar to
Sax Rohmer ﬂnother horror-adventure novel titled "AIR OF THE WHITE WORM

- which appeared as a US§ paperback as GARDEN OF EVITL and LADY OF THE SHROUD

. a novel which starts out as /a vampire novel then does an about-face and

bccomes pure technological SF.

;lt also appears that he doesn't realize that much of THE FEMALE MAN is a
put-on. much of 1t is an ironic turning of the tables. There are hundreds
of gﬂﬁstories *n which the female characters are just as rediculously .
drawp .as the male characters in Russ' book. Some malc reviewers seem to
have gotten a great deal morc upset about the characterization of their
own sex than they did about the other. To take Gerard's own cxample look
at how gi1lly the fe@alre characters are in DRACULA,

Hoeward Thompson Box 15346 Austin TX 78761

With your fourth issue of GIGO the gecond I've seen I feel compe led to
meke some sort of comment. It's also a lousy day and I don't feel much
like doing real work for awhile either,

Mrst I would have liked to respond to the Metagaming Concepts is a dud
company comment, but will refrain since it's impossible to be sure who 1t
bclongs to due to the oconfused continuity of the pages Scott Rosenberg--
personally I feel Metagaming has come out with the two finest profession-
ally printed sf games ever printed,. ]

But  with four issues :bcmmentson your quality are morc in line,

Really. now. Poking fun at the incredibly sloppy nature of your product
18 no excuse for not doing something about it., Even Star Raider is put
together better than GIGO. It's clear you have enough materiel and enough
- things enteresting to say to put ocut a zine that has impact and appeal.

SO. WHY DC YOU INSIST ON A TRASH FORMAT! '

. You're certainly free enough with criticism of others to rzalize the lack

of quality of your own effort/ So come on and level with us. What 1s your
gxcuse for putting out erud? Even most of your readers must be old enough
not to think you're socoo cute and campy.

AL o
= 7
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You've got computers., games fantasy and a lot of variety. WHY NOT PRINT

10 WELL ORGANIZED PAGES THAT SAY THINGS CONCISELY AND WELL INSTEAB OF 40
PAGES OF TURGID CRUD :

‘Enough of" bad mouthlng Ifyou ‘don't, think enough of your readers to do a
decent effort GIGO will die ‘soon. anythay : : _

‘Computers John Libepman is too obviously new at Gomputers. The Altair 3800
48 a lot of power for the mohey. "~ 8omeone who is upset ig someone-whd hasn’'t
kept up with the market, No there's .no one who can sell you a $500 computer
with $5 OOO worth of -software to make it easy for you. If you know what you're
doing " ybu” can, do it with an Altair a 1ot cheaper than" many other ways. The
enmphasis is on .knowing what you're doing. If you don't .then be prepared to

“eough up a minimum of $10. 000 for a computer that already has a winimal -oper-
ating systam Altair 8800 mostly lacks a hard-wired basic language like Wang
2200 or othera. You have to use core to store the copiler. rather than hav1ng
it on ROMs or such.. Maybe it really doesn't matter since very few people have
the expertise to build:their own computer system from componants And most of
the rest can't afford. $10 000 L SRS N | |

L

.\_“'

But Liberman is rlght that Micros are thﬂ wave of thc future . . There will be
complete little systems with CRT's . Tape cassettes. hardW1red languagcs* with
a variety of thional devices for . under $3 000 in a few short years  s¢ every-
one stick around., .-Big tcomputers. may even be on the way. out since getting to
work" on them is such a hassle in mogt. ins$allations T know. ofi Time-gharing s
sytems help but. why time share on a. $3 milllon systom when everybre .can have
his oWn for peanuts”\"‘ o e 4 _ ¢=w4 %Dv3 _

As ‘a parting ahot let me’ urge you to serlously ‘congider a small well done‘
effort rather than another‘choker Or - can't you really do a. Job of ¢lear
thinking° My bet is that you can but are afraid to try for fear that an effort
to be really good would fail. Then where would you go hav1ng really trled and
failed? How about it Greg. . i

[hopefully this issues shows ‘some 1mproyemeﬂt;3 e -

-

Flying Frenchman Frﬁnchman's Fortress s ow
As Emperor of th* French Empire I must protest yOUr 1nc1ua10n of letters by
nits 4n the same_ zine in which I appear, Really- are you so keen on winning
the Uppet- Class TW1t Race next year that you have to- release sueh fhethorough.
bred twits as" Scott Rosenberg on an ussuspecting public? I know you've pwobab
spent 1®ng hours with Scott carefully training him to mis.read.the English
language. to trip on commas and balance a thesiufus on his head for proper
word use. and I appreciate a1l the work you've: put in (byt really - I-th¥nk you
let him" stay inthe bathroow too long, VL think a Bit too much of his cranial’
mass might have worked - 1ts'way “down the old digestive tract.,  Ah.-.well -just’
hope he'1l shoot himself through the heart instead of the’ head or else the
Judges will disquallfy your entry because of excessive lack.of-braina.) - The
way things look now there's not another twit. (exaept for g few.in the: NSF)
who can hold a candle to your man.,.  But.try to keep him under, wraps for & Iltt1
while longer, lf yvour. rival twit- tra:ners find out about this true lew-point
in the human ‘race they might -‘withdraw from the competitlon

Let me try to evaluate Scott for you..s0 you'll:-be able to smooth out any roug.:

spots before, the next’competition., The,use:of the woird "dud" is a nice-little

touch ‘and it's sure £o score’ very high with: the Judges. gry to get him to say
" a few other stupid things ' 1ike smock " ”lean" (maybe thig.. ane's too hard fo*

T ERIE
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him--some of them can't handle two syllables) and "woof." Pretty soon he'll
have a totally nonsensical vocabulary which will go right along with his
nonsensical way of saying things. Then there's his comments on my ignorance
as to whats going on in NYC fandom which you unfortunately destroyed thus
robblng me of the pleasure of showing him where he went wrong. . As a matter
of’ fact I don't even remember commenting e NY fandom,. S -

What else is there. Oh. yeah my use of the word "gore" in reference to
Monty Python and the: HQJY Grails I see that Scott is uanawarée than a great
deal of humor is based on ‘cruelty. (slapstlck insult satire etc.) and that
it is the brusality -.- as lohg as it is a safe distance away -- that we
laugh at. Monty Python's movie was savagely brutal (would you want your
v chopped off?) .- but_ it was- also hilarious.in the same way ay that Chaplin
iicking cops around and sticking =a bully s*head in a gas lamp is funny.. But
iet's not confuse Seott with facts. What really amazes me about your prize
swit is how he managed to make my review which was favorable (1hdeed I
vas tryihg desperately to tone dpwn my enthu31asm for the movie) sound like
1t was not favorable, Beautlful -

UFlhally .Scott takes exceptloh to my dlsappointment hlth MPATHG'S ending

oy saylng exactly what I said about it. He summarizes the ;hding in great-
ar detall and'says it goes beyond myth-busting that it is the realization
of all the inappropriatnness (motherfucker ~ what a word!) and absurdity of
all the Monty Pybhon school of . humor. *Well .sure! Only why didn't anyone
- Jaugh? Isn't that the point? Was it funny did it work? I say it didn't
theé audience 8aid it 4idn't - and everyone I have met who has seén the movie -
gaid it didn't work. A better ending would have been the. sinking of the
~Swan ship by a British police patrol boat or a battle.with the bobbies.

All I was asking for was a smoother ending. Just because 1ts absurd doesn't
mean 1t's funny 3 '

Lir+ but don't takesth@se remarks hegativelj‘ In a twit things like ;hseh;
gitivlity ignorance lack of understanding and an inability to read are
highly prized. Keep up the good work! .. ., )

You should have usad bigger staples on GIGO 4. The damn. thing fell apart
25 soon as I opened 1t., The cover was Tousy but a good cover would have
stood out too much from the rest of the issue. I"was impressed by the
gerneral disorganization of the issue &he near record amount ofhtugg""d
and the complete lack of anything worth reading. Pretty soon you'll be
rsady for thc New.York Times Greg‘

**********************%*************************************************

WARGAME REVIEWS

"*****************************%**%***%%***********%*ﬁ*&*********%*********

SORCERER. Printed by Simulatlons Publicatlons 44 E 23 .NY NY 10010. $9
Designer: Redmond Simonsen . . , '

“RCERER ig SPI's first foray into fantasy wargaming and is designed by
Red Simonsen who alsc designed SPI's eminently popular STARFORCE game,
ieaders who recleved the:-first issue of, ,GIGO know what I thlnk of STAR~
"ORCE, and I won't £0 into: that here oF

oy

The board and couhters to SORCERERraPe very impressive.  The boeard plopér :
covers about 2/3's of the-area of the-map .with the rest being taken up By
chargs and so on. A 21 millimeter hex grld is” superimpoged that..is to say -
cach hex is 21 milllmeters from dne side to ancther. Thé typical SPI war-
zame uses: 16 mm, hexes. - Egach hex is one of eight colors, White grey or
one of the maglcal colorsh_-glue grean ‘yellow orange red and purple,

2




The bas ’ : 2 of 52
i; ngzicsgggi?%y%ng idex og the game js that SORCERER takes place in a univers
thopoten seve iOloﬁgizgrgzgiCwiggdvgrying physic%l properties interreact. ' Thus
BN _ ach region of the board is inantly
e _ redomi
overc§%§foggeinot?§r. A sorcerer,amgpt in blue sorcery will‘hage litt?gngéﬁer
pvwerfulfth«h-=zflorf' Bule sorcery ks morg powerful. than green which is hore
than f@df-wﬁmﬁ§ESf;gésFlﬁﬁ;i§”W??efpOWeffqlaﬁhana9?&D&%ﬁiwbishQis;mbre powerful
Full circle. =P uk than purples  which .is more powerful than ‘blue.

S ey T

the Onlywetﬁiﬁ:tefrainId?piqﬁe@“om'the board are c¢ltles .rivers and,mountainsl:

The counters depict various sorcerers thesn .stron holds magical Vo ey
(which.?h@‘rules persist in calling vort@xgsgthroughdig'[Siﬁgiggi Z§§§i§§$“' o
looked 'in the dictionary -and it said that "vortexes" was an acceptable
alternate'spellin%;;-uallsIeoan say ts that the.’dictionary" sure as hell
wasn't the 0.E.D.]) human infantrys and magically.conjured units. Each
sorcerer may  in addition to certain ether things . conjure up magical fight-
ing units to do his bidding. In each seenario a certain number of sorcerers
flght it out, pitting themselves and.thelr conjurations against each other.
i'he rglas are immer:sly complex © and totally different frof any game. SPI has -
ever done. o = L e

The game 1s also a piece of shit. as a fantasy game. Az a nice abstract game
1ts very good, Its less boring than chess. and has more nuances than Diplomacy
as a fantasy game. however- it 1s a miserable fallure. .

ne of th: baslc things about a wargame 1§ that it must have a recognition
factor, " You can't hzve z Napoleon unit in a gamﬁqaprtfthﬁ,Nbrth African -
front in World War IL. You can't haveé tanks.in a game on’ thé battle of Borodir

And in a fantasy gam& you must base the game on a world that is recognizably
fantagy. Oh sure. the world in which SORCERER takes place is fantasy---but’
WHO THE hell ever heard of anything like i1t? = A game on fantasy should have
mongtefs’ald continents and seas amd adventurersi if it is to be a strategic-
level game. 1t must have huge armies Inhuman races . barbarians heroic leadere.
Wighty warriors and mighty maglcians. You knoW fantasy not this bullshit
interior decorator's color-scheme game, - - o T L

Sure. 3%tsta nice game.  If the. thing .were:called COLOI WAR, and. the sotcérers
wers ecsliéd Bolor units. andithe trpils and sp on.fighting pieces’ the ganme’
would bBa &xactly the same andrwould lese nothipg. - And maype I'd play it a/
bit more oftén and I wouldn't-get disgusted . af the moropic 'historical' preface.
to sach of ‘the scemarics. 7 - o - . L

. K . - « - D PN IR

“o
-

1 have Ho doubt that the game will be arn-unerfuivocal success and the'fgﬁnj{w
2imply~faced-tecnagsr-stereotypical SPI wargamer will send in his amusingly -
stupid letters, telling all and sundry what a fantastic game SORCERER- 1% * ana
" am’ sure that it will stay at the ftop of the: SPI Bestseller list for_mgllenia
0 coms . S

ut I am eonfident that any.sperson reasonably well-read, in fantasy who plays tr

ame will @nstantly recognize it for the bullshit that it is. . e g
35 much Tor job relations at SPI. .L wonder if my pext game will manige to
it through the art department in recognizable, form?] e eatdn oer
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WHITE BEAR AND RED MOON printed by The Chaosium PO Box 06302 Albany C
gh706. 48 (I belizve). Designed by Greg Stafford

=3 rd and counters are nearly:
o . bviously & work of love. The board. ai : arly -
E§&§§ ;ioggigiogal stangards and the rﬁlesstaighggggagbggzggizlgogoggna N
0f¢ 1y  are quite impressive. Mr. Staffo ; )
gigggsgéggaiiyﬁbrk og his world--~I wish however ‘he-bad done a bit more

on the game.

Thc gamc 1s based upon a fantaay.worldof,the.dgsigner‘ihgegiiiggéaliggagiptly_
the two major powers in the game the Lunar Empire and ¢ Principality
Sartar arc a decadent Imperial power. and a barbaria@ gow . Said magioians'
G s D e e maxing and waning of the Red loon. The Sartar
powérs wax and wane w e wa | R e on exotie. and

a newer culture and whopse maglc depends
ggiggzgaiigisiifdmagic. The two powers lie at opposite ends of the board
and large portions of each extend off the board.

The thre: major scenarios deal with 1) the raising of the standard of reggit
b& Prince Argrath of Sartar against the Lunar Empire 2) a typical invas o
of Lunar by Sartar and 3) a typical invasion of Sartar by Lunar. pparently
the two nearly-cvenly matched powers made several dozen backmanduforﬁh :
invasions. .. . . .

zh the do not usuall lay a large part in the game there are a large
ﬁigggﬁogf neutral powers--nglegti the Necromancer .the Dragons and Dragon-
¢wts Sir Ethilrist and the Black Horse Troops and so on., Varlous rules ]
deal with attempts by one side or another to gain an alliance with the various
independents. and one scenario deplcts an alliance of the independents

attempting to break thes pattern of 8S8artar-Lunar hostilitiles which-continually :
devastate their lands, ' - ‘

As can be seen from the above-—-which is on -y a summary---a great deal has
haan done by the designer in developing the fantasy world and in peopling
1t. Somewhat less work has been done on the mechanics on the game. -

The combat rules for instance s2em a bit gimplistic, The CRT 1isg obviosly °
based upon the old Avalon-Hill standard CRT and is incredibly bloody.

Given the general background for the game it . would seem that both sides
wipe out the majority of their adult male population. in every scénario

(and perhaps a majority of the adult female population as well; a number of
the Superheros are female so therg s2ems no reason that there need not be
female warriors as well,) Given the fact that Prince Argrath of Sartar is
supposed to have led somewhere betwesn twelve and thirty-three invasions of

the Lunar Empire it is hard to believe that most of his army was wimed out
in every invasion. :

Ldd it also seems a bit 8i1ly tha

_ t the same table is used for magical combat
that 1s used for physical combat . , _ .

And. as‘welly“the movement rules are a horrific example of badly written
ameteurism. Forest "halves” movement; roads "double it." A secondary road -

adds one movement point to units traveling along” it. Zones of control aee
never adequately cxplained; is one forced to stop upon entering one? Muss
one attack an cnemy unit in one's zone? May one move from zone to zone.

Therefore: The game, and the fantasy conception are excellent, The mechanic
need a good dsal of work. All in all. the game is (with the exception of
D&D} the most impressive fantasy game I have cver seen. And the degigner
5ays he plans to print two supplements to the game as well as a newsletter
about the game. 8o there is no reason thet the mechanilcal faults cannot

Il R e e - Ta |
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't hap ‘come to my Lfﬂnfjoﬁ that a“iarge numberlofipeoﬁle at SPI read GIGO ar
I nev r s2em:to vay things therz I thought I night set down a few thoughts

W
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<

g t last yeco SPI'sg ovurali quallty geems Lo haVa dlmlnlshed : Admlttedly
} hiv"ﬂgﬂof me probably had comc\thing; to do with it but I cannoL think

. Qm
he iy
hat is the onij r“ason

¢l
th

In my cpinion, SPI came out with two really good games during the year-—-
PUNIC WARS ang, TREDERLCK ‘THE GREAT--..a couple of decent ones....BLUE & GRAY
“WORLL WAR I, DREADNOUGHT:  NAPOLEON AT WAR —--a morass of unimaginative games
an@Aa few rezl Stlﬂk?PS~—uGLOBAT WAR WORLD WAR 1IT " STXTH FLEET OIL WAR

TSTAND WAR,

But T think that i3 to-be axpucted SPi‘was"® maklng & 10 - of changes___ it

wag really only bbglﬂﬂ1ﬁg Lo gyt used o the retail ‘market there was a relat-
ively: lgygp‘bu,qoxar.iq staff -and. perhaps most’ 1mportant1y SPL was stepping
uy 1tu'“"hodqlﬁ‘] d putting ot & targer number of gamés than it had ever
deyz-beforz, * Over thc past year S8PI has put eht about 4 games every two
months, qnd in the last 2w months sgix Zames avery. wwo month pewlod-none

SPL folic. one larze game, and fcdr”%uad game folios, .

fInd T think that the gamed now currcntly in production chow that SPI has not
completely Jost ifeg fouch. and is sgtill capable of putting out the best games
ot the market .  TERRIBLE SWIFT ®WORD 1o probably one of the best games I have
seen 1in years;. WAR IN THE WEST 13 astonisning if only for its scale; SMOLENS:
looks Lo have s large nunber of innovative concepts: the THIRTY YEARS WAR QUAD
I oan exctllent exaavic of a number of vory diffcrant very gocd games done in
a syastom tlhet 1 bo?h unicua and worizable vnder the Cuad forwat: the Italian
Betrayal rulcs 3i SUPESCUHATRMGT are an obvious br 9“kuﬂl&hgh in gawe desing.,

- Th

tds

But wvan if the gan“s that SFL ig putting out zare scill excellient 8SPI does
sea2om To ko atagpating in an very 1mportant'*:ca —=-the mrgazinaes.

SURATYGT SND TACIICS has never ab Jeast since I pigan reading 1t been a
varoiciiary good zinz o &s pfofestional standards go. The historical articles
arc, witnh a fe2u egceptionsg. noither particularly well.wriivs nor particularl-
aceurate nor particularly interesting. The mesat and pctatozs of thée zine

has glwaya been Lhe "exbtras'...Outgoing Mall Brelfing TFor Your Eyes Only
Sgekgon cn damey  Rod Walker's Diplemacy column. Receently and over the

past few year:. those «xtras have been declining. One after another they

have becn eliminatad  or moved te MOVES. Thankfully under Redmond Simonsen's
2divorsnip, a wusbar of them have been revived. Ind. thankfully one of the
historical sriticles has been h1¢m1n@thd

But 1t has nzon @liminatasd to pave thw way for--.an “"After Action Report " a
replsy of & glven game., Something do deadly bhoring that it could rweleong only
in the Generszl. hat an Mfter Actlon Report doea or attsmpts to do  1s show
in gaile turns eractly what hapvened in a given hastorical situabion---say
r@play the Ratile of Borodino, using SPI1's Borodino game ghowlng exactly

what haprened-on che board corresponding to what happened an the battle.

1
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At lvest rooding tho historieal articles one had the idea that one might
vossibly pick up sornething or two that one didn't already know that was
valid. Rceding an Afier Action Report 1s like sitting down and reading
“th Guotations section of the Wall Street Journal.

25 also zcors to me that the whole concept of an After Action report is
sontrary to the baslce idea of 3&T; when MOVES was created  S&T was seen

= an historical magazins and MOVES as a gaming magazine; one would
carry gpencral nows, book revisws, and historical artices; the other would
arry matorial intcecresting to wargamers. '

“1%houzh 851 1s derinitely declining in quality it doesn't have vary far
‘-o Qunc :nd, and thuc the change in quality is not really terribly notice-
Coble ) But MOVES has defenerated from an excellent magazine to something
oen a var with S&T, '

T owill compare o recent issue of MOVES number 24 with a somewhat older
612, number 18y 18 was. I think. somewhere near MOVES' highpoint. For
those not femillar with thz numbcérs, 24 is the DREADNOUGHT Profile issue
and 18 is the SIIPER profile issue. '

ST 1nad artlcle in 18 is the Sniper Game Profile. It is a dlscussion on
£11 gunjrets. of Snipsr., Tt talks about how SNIPER! was dezvlioped tells
an2cdoves about SHIPER!'s playtesting talks about scme impromptu scenarios
invonted by tho writer and a few friends discusses the rules and talks about
roiutions for ruics disputes that readers might agree upon gives a few
tints cn toctics and in the end. makes a critique of the game as a whole.

e Irad ertiele in 24 ie the Modern Quad Game Profile. It consists of four
vho»t articles, cach cne on one of the Modern Quad games Mukden Chinese
Pera. Golan, end Wurzburg., The articles do not discuss the games; rather
vh2y Agseribe throm, The -rticles are nothing more nor less than descriptions
of thoe gares, with a fow hints on tactics thrown in.

C2 the otane oo trpertent articles in 18 one dilscusses EL ALAMEIN perhaps
prli.defcating e o ~w-.but interesting; another discusses tactics in
FAXCAN DEVOTLULNON: a8 third provides new scenarios and new units for COM-
.[\'D!"r‘ '

el o,

‘ot articles remain., Two are "Comparitive Evaluations.” One com-
E:aaawotonu 0 Jutland; tho two games are miles apart. They simil-
Lotwzon the two can be stated as follows: they're both on dreadnought
L
]

woll, shit. THEIRD REICH and KAMPFPANZER are both about tank war-

e szeond compares PANZER LEADER and PANZER 44 an essentially masturbatory
cdecrelss,  Doth games are on the scame subject and on the same scale; the
only diffcrences betwucon the two games are differences in the ways the

" 3

xe on2 game mora than the other . some feel the other way around,

arsding is going *o change any .one's apinlon The two games

e
20 agsignors caw things.  Its like comparing THIRD REICH and WORLD WAR IT1;
Iy b 1
- e
DIFPTREID that's all,

U

Thnr last o arcicles: One denls with DREADNOUGHT gives new scenarios and

miles Tfor the gam, 0\ good, all round old-style moves article. Very nice.

“haogeszond 1o the first of tha "Pactical articles; it deals with tactics

L0 Tat hnnoloonlce sjuad, And the tactics discussed are not even tactics in

TAa3 truoe ganed ol the word: they are nuances and peculiarites in the game

LymLom o Uhat o side or another in use to advantage. The hex grain keeping
foree Lohind linsc o provide a second set of ZOC's. that kind of thing.
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In issue 18 and at the times when MOVES was at its helgbt one wroté¢ an

&
‘3
”
4

‘articlé oniwargam@s Dr & wargames.“and shipped: it off to SPI. If it wag gooc

maybe they'd buy it. If not not. T A T R

Ir”thi back of issue 24 we find.a list of article types.~ Articiles arz filed

‘fn-%*catagores;' if~youw want to write am artivle for MOVES its got to be. :

sivher a Game Profile. an ©Operational Analysis: Scenarios wnd Varaints
D Blgn Critique a Field Report. an  AftersAction Reports or asFootnoto :
Fach type of article is followed by a list of qualificationg for- tyat~+vp0

of articlce. and a 1list: of things whith must be-included or may-not bt include
in that article. Presumably an article combining several of the 7 categcries
oy ona Whlch dons not fit into amy of the 7 categores w111 be ?P1¢ct¢d n”

: = l’“""] ’

As Wull ”All artlclesthould beFtypewrittenu doubletspaceton-B 1/2 by Ql”
whitz bond. TFach typewritten line should be no more than 65. charaster lons
4nd 1o 1°ss than 55 character (including word spaces.) Type no mor: ihun JB
1ikés p or mahtscript’ page: {incluidivg a blank double line Hetweern each pa:
aravh, ) Manuscript pagest'should:be: rmumbered and. should sinclude therauthnr‘b
naice  address and phone number; the category of the artiele:(one of the.
gavIn o;scrlbod, and the suggested tltle for the article. Froper termlnology
sitouTd " 3@ 1ﬁ alI game aﬁtidles Abbrev1ations should be avoi@ed oo

. LA

T kid“ydu not. Look on page 29~os 1ssue 24 Ther€ 1t s dn black aﬂ@ whwtwf
What woul & bappén I wondef 1f I*Eﬁbmitfeﬁ an article WhiCh didh‘t AR adl o
any of “Thy ‘dategores” whidh *Was Handwritten “iry ‘white i ron ‘blgek waper -in

s readable but tiny scrawl and which had nothing but my name and address
tackad on at the end. Would it be rejected no matter the qua¢1ty of the
article? I tend to think so, o SRR

I. is when organizations become bureaucraticslly inflexible thatfthey“vtart
to dic., All these gqualificagtions are totally rediculous. A good arftiicls
should be accepted; a lousy article should be ree jected. . These are ke only
qualifiecatliong that a decent dditor needs. Where iwould. Screncc Fiotien B
today 1t 2ll of Asimov's works were rejected merely because he has tho habhit
of typing single-.spaced on both sides of the psge with wide margins? I HOVE
is Lo survive as a viable magazine it must not restrict itself with newiy
and irrelevant qualifications; it must be responsive .to its audience and it
gt bhe Tlexible,

I» summaily; SPI is still the best game publisher on the market a]L'OJzJ 1te
cemss in 1975 have, on the average. been somewhat less good than .mighti have
Lecn hoped. llowever, the games for 76 are looking up. . :

Howevar, the quality of the magazines MOVES in particular has deglimec -
glarmingly over the past year. Qualiflcations and standards have beri

g2t up {or arlicles for MOVES..--and for SPI--.that are 1little short of: ..
"£111 out in triplicate return thetred form to me the yellow fork To

ti Twront degk. and the blue form across the street." They aresarbitraiy..
reztriciang, and essentially meaningless. If MOVES is to survive o1 £ven
improve in dguality 1t must get rid of 1ts ridiculous qualifications Dbuoooms

wova flexiple. More attention at SPI should be paid teo the magazinss or
Tty should be done away with as a waste of time and money. It SPI is to

a0 a gagazine at all. it ought to do one well.
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Well that's the end of GIGO 5. It's a bit late---even on my quarterly
publication schedule I'm two monthﬁ“late But what the hell----

I may be dropping Urf, or merging it with the POCKET ARMENTAN so I may have e,
a bit more tlme left over for GIGO . :

Part of the problem is that I now go to school and work at SPI. Which leaves
me about four hours after I get home to do things before I zonk out. Assume
an hour for answering correspondence®. And assume that I'm playing in a
number of gam#és, one of whlch tak®s about 15 hours of work per move. And
assume that I read quité a bit. And assume that a print three zines and

run a D&D campaign. I'm surprised I get so much done. :

The next GIGO will most probably come out early in June which will make
it about a month late according to the quartlerly publication schedule.
Except 1f I get enthused and put it out during the March vacation. Not
very likely--.-

In any case, thos® who cannot survive the days and weeks between one GIGO
and the next, those who cannot survive without the comfort of my printed
word can subscribe to Urf or to FTA!

.*************************************************************************
**********************IF T WERE NOT OF THE C I D B L L L s LTS T E
r*********************SOMETHING ELSE IID LIKE TO BE**********************
**********************IF I WERE NOT OF THE C I D ************************
*************************AN ENGINE DRIVER ME ****************************
*************************************************************************
GIGO
Greg Costikyan

1675 York Av
NY NY. 10028
U.S.A.

Address correction requested
Return Postage Guarantead.
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