A | "Spring 1901” 8 January 196l

RUSSIA, ITALY INVADE AUSTRIA

| ENGLAND: A Liv-Edl; F Lon-North Sea; F Hdi-Norwegian Sea.
FRANCE: A Par-Bur; A Mar-Spa; F Bre-Eng, °

GERMANY: A Ber-Kie; A Mun-Bur; F Kie-Den,
AUSTRIA-HUNGARY: A Vie-Bud; 4 Bud~Ser; B Tri-alb.
ITALY:.A Ven-Tyr; A»Roﬁﬁ-»v@n; i Nap~Ion; o

RUSSIA: A War~Gal; A Mos-Ukr; F St.P~Bot; F _Sev-Bla.
TURKEY: A Con-Bul; A Smy-Con; F Ank-Bla.

Underlined moves are not possible.

The follew1ng communiques hgve been received:

ROME: "K.ow all men by these presents that the Governmont
of Ttaly and Ehe Government of Tlrkey do hereby guarantee Ulhe
neutrallity »>f Serbia, Albanis and Greece In case of an attack
by a Third Power against them., Any breach of the neutrality
of these three countries will be oon81dered as an attack
against the two Guarantor Powers.,

LONDON: "Non-aggréssion pacts and tm de agrecments hawn
been concluded with the governments of Russia, France, and
Germany."

PARTS (Reuters): The Army of Marseillcs advanced to Mad=
rid in Spain to secure what seems to bhe fading French and
growing German influence there, The Atlantic Plect left
srest and sailed into the English Channel. Its present where--
abouts arc unreported. It would seem the French government
is showing the flag,

ROME (Royal-: Proclamatlon) The government < the Kingdom
of Ttaly wishes to announee its troop deployment I-r the

orthooming Spring. - The Army which has becn recrultcd solely
from the cltizens at Venilce, wishing to securc the frontiers.
narches triumphantly into Tyrolia. The Army of Rome, under
the generalfihip of a commander rcpubted to be more brilliant
than Caesar, rushes o defend the homeland, and to bring per-
sonal grectings to the brave and heroilc citlizens of Venice
from His Majesty the King. The Fleet in Ngples, taking full
advantage of Frcedom of the High Seas, sails leisurely out
into the Tonian,

ST, PETERSBURG (Imperial Proclamation fr-m General Staff
HQ): My Dear Citizens: I 1ssue this proclamation In order to
inform you that as of this morning a state of war has existed
between our nation and the realm of Imperial Austria~Hungary.

The Duma has duly consldercd the position of the entire
country and has come forward as a man with a declaration of
war, With grieving in our hearts and tears In our eyes, we
nmust forthwith engage in a struggle for our lives with the



back-~stabbers of Auutrlao

Even now it’ is reported that Austrian tPOOpS are filing
down. the Balkans, propping.up 4the false house of Scrbla -and
sccking to suppress the:frce peeoples of Greece and Roumania.

Therefore, we arc abt present moving in %o protect thosc
nations wherever possible, and crossing into Galicia in order
to stamp out this anti-Slavic congpiracy at its nost.

It is hoped that you, the peoples of Russia, shall gird
yourself for the .coming conflict. . It is mot krown gt present
whoether the revived Otbtoman regime or Germany will wish their
borders inflamed, It 1s.sincercly hoped that Abdul Hamid and
Chancellor Bismarck will oeek pcace on thozr Russman fron~
tiors

hn want only poace, but as Frqnz TOquh huu 1barncdy We
shall fight to prescrve our friends and to honor our- obliga-
tions at any cost,

Rationing will shortly be instifubed in most essentlial.
goods. War Bonds will be on sale shortly. And the cnliste
ment centers. will new be open. :It is hoped that the. sturdy
farmers and traincd workers of our land will now produce for
the Motherlahd as they have. ngver ‘donc befdre,

I ask for qunqulllty at home and endurance in the linc,
And T shall forovor romaln faithful to our fvlondo and our al-
17039

Trust In God and our Armsd

-IMPERIAL PROCLAMATION

, (Thlu documont han boon'oubmlttcd by Dorck
~Nelson, who dirccted the forces of Italy to viee
tory in the first game of postal Diplomacy cver

played (19634). )
12 July 19Q6

As the Great War in Burope draws .to its incvitable cli-
max the Royal Government of the Italian nation feocls 1t must
finally speak of matbters that will affcct the coursc of Eur-
opc for millenia to come, and the ovents of. the past Tive
long and terrible years which have brought this aboutb,

When it became obvious in the winter of 1900 that the
plaguc of war would soon descond upon FEurope, His Majesty
the King delegated aubhority in all but domestic and somnme
diplomatic affalirs to the Genoral Staff of the Armed Forces,

We, recognizing the inhcrent military disadvantages that
fall to Italy, also realizecd that only by gambling could wo
hopc to achleve victory over our natural cnemy, the Emplre
of - Austria~Hungary. To liberate Tyrolia and Tricstc and to
pre~empt the obvious wesbern march by the Austrians we issued
o formal declaration of war to them, and sent-our brave armics
against them. Mutual ncod gave us a none-agression pact with
France in the diplomatic filcld, This left Gormany as an un=
known, but here agdin we had to gamble. -

It is strange to think back and rcalize that assaults
of such audacity were ordercd in o gloom-of hopelussncss,
for not one member of .the General 3Staff belicved thelir coun-
tcrparto in Austria would be so foolish as to let them succeed
When the year of 1901 rinally passed into. history our joy was
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unboundedg tempered only by a natural feeling that no one
could perform the operations Austria had accomplished withe
out somg dark and SLnlstev motive, that we could not divine,
to gulde him.

" The entry of the German Army into the war brought C o=
plications that could only be resolved by a switch in stra--
tegy. From the Spring campalgn én 1902 till well into 1905
our policy was simply to dedtroy the Austrian Armed Forces
and to drive the Hun back across his border without getting
involved in a war with France, Our military actions were of
a cautlous nature, Every element of risk that could be.; was
removed from tThe campaign, and though this made for sLow pro~
gress 1t also made for sure pProgress,

By Christmas of 190l when winter bogged down our armies
‘both objectives mentlioned gbove had been attained., Cautious
play on our part prevented Ttaly from smashing into CGermany.
~and now the’ Hun had enough forces to hold hig border indefi-
-nitely. But we had no desire to turn on France. Yet if we
failed to, the seeming BEntente that had developed between v
the French and the Germsn in 1904 might threaten our absolute
control of South-Kast Burope.

" So, after great soul- -searching and with heavy heart we
informed France-that we considered the non-agression treaty
cancelled (as was legally prescribed under the Terms of i1t),
~-'Then, ‘when we moved against France, the German also attacked<
and in the fall of 1905 France was butchered.

The war draws.to a conclusion, and with inevitable Ita]
ian victory in the cards we wish to, and ShaTl"StaTe our terms
for the return of peacec Lo Eurcpe.

King Victor Emmanuel of TItaly 1s, by Papal Bull and right
of conquest, Holy Roman Emperor, - Tyrolia end Tricste will be-
come provinces of the homeland, and all other territory under
Itgllian occupation shall owe allegiance bto the Emperor rather.
than the King. Excepting foreign affairs, defence, and in-
ternal securlity they-shall be completely antonemous, = All in-
habitants shall, 1f they wish 1t, become Italign citizens with
the same rights as frec Italians., AlL internal tariffs, re-
ligious. cthnic, lingualistic and economic privilecges within
the Ttallan Confederacy of the Holy Roman Empire shall be abo-
lished., The Hapsburgs will bs retired on pension to the isle
of Corfu.

The other powers of Burope must also accept the follow
ing concditions. Paris and Marseilles wilill be returned to
France, the latter however must have no military installations
at any time. Although they must losc Iberla, Brest will be
retained and Belglum add:d to the brave Republic, The errg-
tic Lion called England will rctain complete control of the
Home Island togbther with its protectorate of Norway., The
renegade and treacherous Hun, on the other hand, will lose
Rerlin and Munich, both of which will be incorporated into
the Itallan Confederacy. However, g0 as not to upsct the
Balance of Power Iin FBurope, Holland, Xiel, Denmark, and Swe-
den will remailn under the heavy tread of his boot,

These are our minimum demands. The rest of BEurope may
accept them voluntarily or we will enforce them ourselves,
with wresultant heavy loss of life, Once our demands are met
ourr armies will secure the hand line and our floets will make
sure the Mid=-Atlantic and Meditbterranean ars nought but " Italian



lakes. . o ' This 1is
There are lessons in this war. First o
AT

and-foremost among them is the impossibility 0
of fighting and winning a two-front war. This P Great
was Germany's mistake, We offercd her a non- "E  Intervals
agression pact, and for the duration of it her - R This
flank would have been secure. Italy NEVER A Appears
breaks a treaty once it 1s signed. T To N
Sccondly, when it concerns military I Inflame
affairs, political boundarics mean absoiute]y 0 Optic
nothing. Our abandonment of Trieste in N Nerves
Spring 1902 was a political disaster (by the v
tirme the Austrian propaganda machine got # 048

through -~ this was thelr only c¢ffcctive arm
by the way) but a military necessity. German penotratlon into
Piedmoat-Tuscany, we are sure they'll be surprised to learn,
caused absolutely no worry in ITtaly though this toc was a polj
tical disaster of the first magnitudes Of greater consequence,
we felt, was the possibility of Austro-German i rces linking
up through Tyrolia-Triesbtc Iin 1903 and hence cutting our for-
ces in half to be annihilated in detall., His movement into
Piedmont and later Tuscany where he could be annihilated at
our pleasure was o rcliefl rather than a threat, This wastage
of an army left the German eastern armies weok (they werc anye
way ) at a time when strong German forces in support of the sur-
viving Austrians could have played havoc with our spaghetti-
Like occupation of Austria-Hungary'!s BEmplreo,

We repeat.s NEVER fight o two=front war.

PAX ITALTA! :

VICTOR EMMANUEL REX ET IMPERATOR!
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The end of an academic ssmester makes heavy demnnds on
the time of the Gamesmaster and at least 3 of the playerq in
196MA, The deadline for Winter 1901 moved in 196l4 is there-
fore extended to Saturday 25 January 196k,

© In Rubitania #7, Dave McDaniel reports that a mention of
Diplomacy appeared in Time, 2l November 1963, p. Ll
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