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OTTOMAN VIGTORIFS‘FROM ﬁRéTic’To SAHARA

AENGﬁnND;' ¥ Ral-North uea, B Vorwagian uG& 3, i Fdl Vorth SL& wf:
- F Hcl -Hols ¥ Vorth AtlantiomClydg':u Den-uwe.: - ey

'EFRANCF° A Mar-Ples Spa-he ; P Mid—North Ltlanticy F ]ri 5. F WidA

- North utlantlc, F North Soa~Wdi A Yor 8 F North Sea~Fiis
F Hol-North uea, i Kio hold A Wun & [ Ber S L Kleg A Wor~UVp°

PI‘G -Eng .

,TTALYf No mowbs recclved

- TUFKEY s B Ion—Tun° F-D WaE—Rom, 7 Was—Iong F deg S F Hos- Ion° L [ilbe=Trt
‘ L. Ser 3 [ Alb—iri;-& Bud 3 & Vies n{\l@ holds$ A Naerru'ku =il
S A war—Pru, A Bul- Rum' A NOSmat P 3 A Ank-Anmo

R The Iualian army - in Trlestc 13 dlSlOngd and, since no Ita JLan
moves Were Tecelved, annlhllqted. ‘Underlirned moves are not po SLbqu
The doadllne for Wall 1909 movec is QMTURDAV ' .

19 DECEMBER 196l . ' ‘ .. This is
-There are- stlll openings- available in the pOStal S

Dlnlomacy game which will begin in GRAUSTARK ‘as soon. .0 A%

as this game, 196LA; ends, Sernd your $2.00 entry fee . . P Grpeat

to John Boardman, 5%2 loth Street, Brooklyn, Ne Y. .. B Intervalec

11218.  This fce entitles you to all Issues of GRAU- R This
.STARK publlshod during the progress- of'the game, A Lppesrs
- .This issue’of GRaUSTARK carries an-artiols . : - T Ao
"UA Case for the Triple Lllisnes™, -another of the Sorics I Inflanec
on Diplomacy sbtrategy which 1ncludcd the- publisher's 0 Optic
"Wnat Good 1is uustPia—Hungarw" in GRAUSTARK #38. .The- N DNerves
author of this Isswe!s article ‘1s General Clelya Toe- - -
Ctruck, Chicf of the LibBerion General Staff. Gen.. Toc= . # 11“
truck 1s an unfortunate  individual who can losc | in any -
winning sltuation, The General is famcd for his. dlSJStbf *t Hodum!
whore three. pygmlés destroyed the First DlVSGlﬂn, President tsi Own,
commanded by Toetruck, :Gei, Toetruck 1s known. as- the. flrst man to’
shoot hils toe off with o German Mausere . . T T

Cuum FOR THE TPI}LE ALLIAVCF

T wrlte thls rtlclo, 1f these fow words deseer th@ tLtIG, In
an atbemst to- clarify my own thoughts and to creabe. comment ds 8o
the problems facing hustria-Hungary, Germany, and Italy. These Great
Yowers are what I prefer to’ call "Middle ¢OWGPS” Middle -Fowers be-
cause thoy fage the: Likellhood of a tWO—fTOnt war. - In.fact, Austriﬂ‘
Hungary must-base hér. strategy on the premisc that she will be rc—V_
quircd to flght the Turk 1n the Balkans and the Itﬁliﬁnu along tho
Tsonzo River. So my thesi311s; the Mlddlv.POWOPS must m]ly 1f thng
hbpb to survive, let alons win, - N
Let me begin, by ‘commentifig ‘on ‘what I bolieve to bo the situnblon
ﬂang each of the Middle Powers. Austrla-ilungary 1s surrounded by :
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woalth of "convenient" supply centers = cgnvenient in th ieniSanau
1n order to capture the supply center %t s not necesseﬁygﬂp ji o
2 large number of provinces or'seaS“Whlchfdo not contaln;igfp_% n;:
ters.  Even as she Ls blessed with neutral supply ceﬁﬁpr§} §usfr1fnd
“Hungary, plagucd by potential. enemles ©O the. North, uogthitgas,p ?
5 W8st, con not-consider any porder safe, Bub her very OC? 1on”oa1
Yo her salvation. Austria-Hungnry stands watch over the‘ﬁaite{?
Morchose. She is the only Great Power positlioned to‘?pwagu‘;ur%¢gh
oxpansidﬁ.““ﬁs long as Turkey rcmains o th??&#ﬂ§Q;QhPi§tian F_Lu:r.opga,n
Italy and_Russla dare not dism@mber;thcxHabsqugs5a£mm%rgo For ﬁhe
Balkuns te fall into the hands of Turkey would be a major setback
for Italian and Russilan diplomacy¢1'gﬂgTurkgy'o&pt?res'Greece,”Bulm
garia, Serbla, and Budapest, Turkey will become a "Super Fower ]
fully capable of dedling with Russla and.Ttaly. - Therefore, 1t Is
%o the bost interest of both Italy and Russia %0 permit Austria=-

o Hungnry to exist as a buffer stats, and time 1s all Austria needs.

Given threce or four years, the Austrian Hmplre should be powerful
cnough to withstand the onslaught of Italy or Russlao - - .

Italy is confronted with a dilemmi, To atback austria-Hungary
places her across the path’of the”expandinngurkisb,Empirog which by
. this time would be a Super Power.. In.fact, Ttaly, whern she succeeds
10 ddstroyihg Austria,:inherlts the unhappy fate of the Iabsburgs.
only, the Itallan player must scék.a solution for stopping a Super
Power, and unfortunatcly for Italy, tnp~sol&tion:usually requires

“ 7 Italy to leave her Western borders open to Frerch incursionsg’ But

a1l "Gonveniont" supply centers are to the Hast,”" For Italy to go

to war with France means a rgbher long campalgn before any supply
denters are captured, and long.campaigns without immedlate rewaxrd

arc very dangerous. It goes wibthout saying,-for IBaly to atberps
“Munich, thoiugh very flashy, 1s- courting with dlsastern. Ferhaps
©Italyts best pollcy is. to walt at leasts one year. If 1t.appears that
CFrance, allied with England, will take Gormany’ -~ atback France. —[Lf

-+ Turkey 1s belng defeated by an Lustro-Russian coalitlon and 1f France

4s meing presscd byeGermany, Fngland, or both ~ hit Austrila-Hungary.
O0f course the strategy will be tempercd by the situation, but “the
" above is onlyya genemalization, -+ . = T o T
Surrounded by -a host of convenilent suppPly® centers and gnough

. .potential rivals to make survival most difficult, Germany's position

1s similar to Austria-Hungary. Also like aastria, Germany has 2
rintural enchy, France. Only If Bngland is mosteinept in.her foreign
policy will-Germany and France ally, As . If Germany did not have:

. eno¥gh troublcs along *hér Western border, shetmust comtoend with Russla

" in thé North and‘to the Easts  Thercfore, Germany'!s diplomacy 1s

‘stralghtforward; she mist prevent England, France, and Russia from
forming an alllance.,  Again, llke Austriao-Hungary., Germany 1s blessed
with a2 eritieal Jdocatilon, 3he 1s the only country thatrean prevent
France from exploding into Central Buropg -~ something Russgla and
AusgriaeHungary_wquld want to prevent at all costs. .So, it would scem
maydral for Austrla.and Russia to remain ‘on good terms with Germany
untll these powers had, satlsfactorily .settled the Turkish problem.
L ~To sum up my argument, .fustria-Hungaryls reflex move into the
. Balkans generally entanglés-~her with Turkey and later Russia. The
 first four years rhould scc Austria and Russila allled against Tirkey.
But. these two powers ceould very qulckly bccome involved over the- -
spolls, Besldes, finstriats long border with Russia ‘would make disen-
gagement, lct alone trust, very. difficults It Is not "good" policy to
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leave your back open to attacks therefore the Austrlan playor wQuLd
nlways wonder when the Russian would break the peace. Whercas Aus.
tprints bordcrs with Russla arc long and difficult to pollcc, her
fronticr with Italy can be sccured with two armies and twoﬂfleetsi

Even though the convenlent supply centers aregto the Rast, Italy
will find 1t convenient to move on Francc. Harly in the gamc,
Austria-Hungary and Russla wlll be engaged In eliminating Turkey
ond later each other. Thercfore, the Itallan player willl have at
lonst four years to galn control of the Westorn Medlterrancan and
the surrounding land masges, Given the asslstance of Gormany,

Ibaly showld have 1lttle trouble in driving the French from Mare
scilles and the Tberian Peninsula, It wlll be neccssary for Italy
to protect herself agalnst fustrlan adventurcs, but two armics and
one flcet should provide cnough securlity. Therefore, 1t scems
natural for Isaly and Austrila-Hungary to ally.

Germany's expansion into the Lowlands and her problems of defen-~
ding Munich arc excuse enough to causce Germany to go to war with
Francee Therefore, Ltaly and Germany have good causc to consider
a coalition, And after the demise of France, the coalltlon would
always have England to contend with, I discount the possibility
of cver Germany and Austrila=-Hungary going to war, They Jjust do not
have the convenién®t supply centers to fight over. Besldes, there is
always Russia,

The malin problem of the Middle Powers 18 the threat of the two-
front war, If there 1s an alliance of the three Middle Powers., I
have trled to prove that there would be no conflict over spherecs of
influences, T think that it is obvious that the alliance would eli~
mifhate the twowfront war for Italy and Lustria-Hungary. Germany
would still be faced by the threat of Russia, but 1 hope thas I have
proven . sufficiently, that Russia can be handled by the TIriple A11I-
ancc, The ornly wonder 1s, why haven!t we seen onc?
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Comments on the above artlcle, as well as further articles on
Diplomacy strategy, are soliclted from the readership. For the new
Diplomacy fan who wishes %o catch up on the discussion, bhack issues
of GRAUSTARK from #15 and FREDONIA from #1 are avallable 2t 5¢ each,
Subscriptions to these bulletins of postal Diplomacy are 10 lssues
for $1,00 from John Doardman, 5§92 16th St,., Brooklyn, N, Y. 11218,
Other postal Diplomacy fansines are:

Ruritanla; Dave MeDanlel, Lpte #, 619 South Hobart Street
Loa Angeles, California 90005

Brobdingnags; Dick Schultz, 19159 Helen, "etroit, Michigan L{23L.

Trantor; John W, Smythe Jr., 621 East lIrospect, Glrard, Ohio

Wild & Wolly; Dan Brannon, Apt. #5, 106 South Edgemont, Los
Angelhs, California 9000l

All bwlletins arc 10 lssues for $1, except for Wild & Wooly,
which is 0 issues for $l. The publishers of Rurltanis and Wild &
Wonly are currently organizing new postal Diplomacy games, In addi-
tlon, Dave MeDaniel and Dlck Schultz are compiling directorics of per-
sonse Interested in posbal Diplomacy and would like to know your nome
and address Af this category includes you,
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