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The sad facts
of ‘Laugh-In’

- Itis 20 years since ‘“‘Rowan & Mar-
“tin’s Laugh-In”’ became a hit, but the
show’s producer, George Sthatter
views the reruns on cable TV as more
tragedy than comedy.

“Actually, it’s a little depressing
watching them,” the current issue of
People magazine quoted Schlatter as
saying, “because everything we did
on the old shows still works. The
same problems exist with the Penta-
gon, with government spending, the
ecology, the economy, nuclear disar-
mament, the CIA; you name it. We
haven’t corrécted one problem, so
rather than seem dated, the reruns
appear as relevant now as they did
back then.”
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‘You want the entire record
of George Bush's courageous
slands on the issues?’

UFI Photo
Vice Prosident Georae Bush and the Easter Bunny at the Easter Egg Roll at the White House.
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The épeech delivered by
QQUEEN ELIZABETH I
at a muster of the milifia at Tilbury Fort, held to resist the landing of troops by
the Spanish Armada, on Thursday 8 August 1588 (0. S.)

My loving péople,ryg ﬁave been persuaded by some that are careful for our safcty,
to take heed hpwrwe'commit ourselves torarmed mult;tudes, for fear of treachery. Bul
T assure you, I do not desire to iive to distrust my faithful and loving -people. Let
tyrants fear! I have always so behaved myself that, under God, I.have placed my
chiefest strength and safeguaerd in the loyal hearts and good will»of my subjects; and
therefore I:am comeramongst you as you see, at this time, nof for my recréé;ion and
dispoﬁt, bué heiné regolved, in the midst and heatﬂof the Baffle, to live or die
amongét‘yqu'all, and to lay down for my'God and for my kingdom and for my people, my
lhionour and my blood, even in the dust. I know I have the body of a weak and feehle
voman, but I have the heart and stomach of a king, and of a king of England too, and
think foul scorn that Parma or Spain, or any prince of Europe should dare tq invade the
borders of my realm; to which, réther then any dishonour shall grow by me, I myself
will take up arms, I myself will be your general, judge, and:rewarder of eyéfy”éne of
your virtues in theffield. . I know already for your forwardness you desér%e'rewérds
and crowns; andve do assure you, in the_yord of a prince, they shall bé duly paid you.

In the mean time my Lieutenant Gen;r;i shall by in my stead, than whom never
prince commanded g hore noble or worthy subject. ot doubting by four obedience to
the general, by'yqdr'éoncgrd in the camp, and by your valour in théﬂfield, ve shall
shortly have a famous vict;ry over the ‘enemies of my God, of my kinéddm, and of my

people,
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LA INVENCIBLE*

"Romero got out of a porthole of his burning flagship amd, awimming
to the bank where Requesens was watching, climbed out of the water and
said, 'T told Your [Excellency that I was a land fighter, not a sailor'...
the Spaniards never did succeed in finding the latter, and it was to be .
the ruin of that vast empire..," - Fletcher. Pratt, The Battles that
Changed History I R o i

. "More attusactive, for being more human, are the scenes in Wilson's . .
Three Lords and Three Iadies of London describing the threat of* the Span-
ish invasion,,.Three Spanish characters, Pride Shame and mbiltion, come in
and are duly routed by the English lords. Ambition uas as his 'impress' .
non sufficit orbis. Reading these scenss at the present time, one cannot
help substituting morgen die ganze Welt for the motto..." - E, M. W, Ti1l-
yard, Shekespeare's History Plays (104%)

Garrett Mattingly, The Arpmads (Houghton—Mifflina 1959)
WVinston Graham, The Spanish Armadas (Doubleday, 1972)
Bryce Walker, The Armada (Time-Life Pooks, 1981)

Since the West came to ascendancy, there have been two terrible years in which the
fate of humanity was staked on the military events of a few months: 1588 and 1942, 'he
most commonly encouatered modern history of the former year is Mattingly's, This his-
torian, whose biography of Catherine of Aragon was reviewed in GRAUSTARK #5h7, does
not merely tell the story of the attempt to conquer England for Spain and for Catholi~
cism. He tles the salling and defeat of 'The Invincible Armada'’ to .the contemporary
civil wars in France and the Netherlands, and gives the reaction from all over Europe,

; It should not ever be forgotten what interests were at stake when King Felipe II
of Spain (and of most of the rest of Furope) decided to avenge the dsath of Mary,
Queen of’Scots; and selze the kingdom which she had died trying to subvert., Felipe
' en was. master of Catholic Europe, He ruled outright Spain and Portugal and their
vast colonial empires, He was master of Belgium, Milan, the southern helf of Italy,
mich of eastern France, and odd scraps of land all oved Europe. His fogpy-witted cou- !
sin Rudolf IT was Kalser of Gerimany, hid creature Felice Perettl was Pope Sixtus V,
ant his hired captain the Duke of Guise was successiul making war against both the
Catholic king and the Protestant heir of France, riven™§y civil war. It would have
seemed plausible in 1587 that all of Iurope was about to be welded into a single, ri-
Gidly Catholic, autocratically ruled shper-state under the King of Spain. ' a '

The center of opposition to the prospect was the England of Queen Elizabeth I.
Already Fngland had a greater navy than Spain and Portugal combined, and was maintain-
ing with indifferent success an arny that was preserving the liversies of the Nether-
lands from the terrible terciary armies of Alva, Requesens, and the greatest soldier
of the age, Alessandro Farnese, Duke of Parma and nephew of King Felipe. The Pope
stated matters neatly when he observed that the queen of half ah lsland was defying
the emperor of half the world. Presumably he spoke these words in Latin. Whenever
they have since been spoken, in Latin or in any language derived from Iatin, they have
been spoken with chagrin or regret. Quoted in English, they remain after four hundred
years an expression of unashamed, full-throsted triwmph. t

Queen Elizabeth, who had spent her formative years under risk of a death sentence,
took so long to make ap her mind on matters of state that her enemies, and many of her
friends and councillors, accused her of vacillation, Almost alone in her time, she
opposed religious persecution; only for overt acts of sedition did Catholies or Puri-
tans come under the severe judgments of her laws. TIn her time, English Catholics may

e ey
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have.been shut out of government and the universities, and fined for not attending
the national church, but Protestants in Spain and Italy were hunted like wild animals,
and those in France could maintain themselves only as an armed force under the heir
to the throne, Henri of Navarre. In Rome, English Catholics were assumed to be a
coved and persecuted majority who would spring to arms against Queen Elizabeth as
soon as a Catholic army landed in the island; in fact, practially all of them were
loyal Englichmen who wished to live at peace with their neighbors and were willing to
take arms against foreign invaders. Mattingly, himgelf a Catholic,“ﬂﬁbs not stress
this point,.

However, even the patient Elizabeth had her limits, and these were finally
reached early in 1587. Her cousin Mary had been deposed and expelled from Scotland
two decades before, and was being kept in genteel confinement in England. She made
use of her spare time to conspire against her cousin's life, and finally Elizabeth
took the only possible step, On 8 February 1587 (0. S.)* Mary Stuart was executed
Tor high treason at Fotheringhay Castle, , . , ,

This act galvanized Catholic Europe, who regarded Mary as the rightful Queen of
Ingland, and Elizabeth as a bastard of the horrible Henry VIXI. Central to the re-
sulting intrigues was one of the prime traitors of thdt traitorous age: William Allen,
‘then resident in Rome, where he founded and headed an 'English College' dedicated to
stamping out the reformed faith in the island from vhich he was an exile. Upon hear-
ing of Mary's execution, Allen dredged up a genealogical table, traced lines of ancesg-
try and descent to the Lhth century and back, and found out who was the 'rightful’
King of England, figuring only among good Catholics. Lo and behold, he came up with
King Felipe, and declared himself and England to be the subjects of the King of Spain,

This declaration, which Allen communicated to King Felipe, is central to the
historieal ilmportance of the Armada. It was not merely an attempt to strike at. the -
base from which the Dutch were fighting for their freedom, or to avenge the execution
of Mary Stuart, or to relieve the 'persecuted! English Catholies, or to burn the
ships that wese harassing Spanish commence. As King Felipe saw it, he was the right-
ful King of England, come to assert his hereditary rights and put down Elizasbeth Tu-
dor's rebellion against his sovereign authority. Wor was this an unlikely prospect,
In 1580 King Felipe of Spaln had tried the same thing in Portugal, succeeded, and ad-
ded its large colonilal empire to his own, '

It is Mattingly's custom to concentrate ea individusls rather than on the inter-
actions of social classes or national interests. This is why he fails to understand
vhy Elizabeth was so highly regarded and warmly loved by her subjects, He reduces
her to a coquette flirting with her people. ("There has never been anything in his-
tory like the Torty-five-year-long love affalr between Elizabeth Tudor and the people
of Fngland...She ruled them by the arts by which a clever woman rules a lover...The
relation between Elizabeth and her people, like all preat love agfalrs, keeps its fi~
nal secret.") If Mattingly had not been so limited by his apparent belief that his-
tory is a branch of biography, he would have seen this 'secret'. Tt was simply that
the English realized that Blizabeth's reign stood between them and the fate of France,
now devastated by a three-cornered war amongs Uatholics, Protestants, and a party under
King Henri III who cared very little for religion but very much for the political in-
tegrity of the French state. Her reign saved England from the situation of Spain,
where religious orthodoxy was being enforeced even more savagely than in the Papal
States themselves. Refugees From Zutphen or Paris could tell the BEnglish what Catho-
lic rule, especially Spanish Catholic rule, would mean.

If Queen Flizabeth was the living symbol of the English and the Protestant cause,
its strong right arm was Sir Francls Drake, Lord Howard of Effingham, Admiral of Eng-
land and the queen's cousin, technically outranked him in command of the English npav-
al-resistance to the Armada, but he deferred to his more knowledgeable Vit Admiral in

i

* - "0, 8.", "01d Style", refers to the Julian cddendar, then still in use in
Enzland. "N. 8.", "New Style", is the Gregorian calendar we now use, then limited to
the Catholic nations and the Netherlands. In that century it was 10 days ahead of
the Julian €alendar.
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matters of strategy, (It is sometimes heard that Hovard, who fought against a Catho-

lic conquest of England, was himself g Catholie, This is incorrect. ‘Many branches of
this se?ior noble house of England were and are Catholies, but the Adwiral was a DProte
estant., o - o ‘

Mattingly seems. to see the whole operation through Catholle. eyes; we are told
ruch about how the campaign looked to Felipe or Allen or ite fumble~fingered commander
the Duke of Medina-Sidonia; butwvvery little from the perspective of English guarter-
decks or ramparts. For a feeling of what it was like for the average English sailor
or militiaman,VadRer's book is better. There are detailed discussions of what life
vas like in a 16th-century ship or camp, and what weapons and tools were used by the
men who served in.the lower ranks, The charts and other illustrations are excellent,
though Bryce goes into less detail on the effects of the campaign on the public mind
in the combatant nations, Prior.to consulting this bLook, I hagd thought that Time-Life
books were a sort of McDonald's of the mind, but Valker's coverage of the minutiae of
the Armadg campalgn has: changed my mind on the matier, ‘ :

After harrying the Spanish fleet: up the English Channel, Drake's ships .finally
closed with them at Gravelines on 29 July (0. S.)., An adrolt use of fireships broke
their order, and "the Invincible Armada" £led inbo the storm-wracked North Ses.

Ten days later, with the possibllity that the Spanish st11] might invade, there
vas a great militia muster at -Tilbury Fort, a few miles downstream from London. Mat-
tingly sees it mainly as a 'propaganda device. On & August (0. S.), Queen Elizabeth
visited the camp and gave one of the greatest short orations in the English language ,#*
Though spiritwas high among the ten or twenty thousand men there gataered, it is just
as’'well that they did not have to face Parma's veterans, In SPI's wvar game Yeoman ic a
hypothetlcal sceaario that brings these two Topces together. Try it out for a prog-
nosig . -

 And yet Drake had alresdy done a great deal of damage to the Armada when it first
set sall for England on 9 May 1588 (. 8,), His raids of Spanish and Portuguese coasi-
al shipping in the previous year had burned many of the seasoned casks needéd for pro-
visions. This meant that. Medina-Sidonia's sallors would be issued rotten meat and
stinking water to fight on., Worse, Gk months eariuer Henri of Navarre had chopped to
shreds at Coutras an army commanded by one of the many boyfrienda'of]Kingiﬂepri.III,
and there would be little chance of reinforcements and provisions at Frengh ports for -
the great fleet, Indeed, three days hfferethe Armads salled, Paris erupted in revoli
against the king, drove him out, and in effect took the Duke of Guise for their mon-
arch., (Like Allen,‘he had put together a genealogy. This one ran back past all the
Capetia? upstarts to Charlemagne, and purported to show Cuise as the rightful King of
France. o : .
Drake's preparations for the Armada had inaugurated a new era in sea warfare. !
Less than 17 years earlier, 500.Spanish and Turkish galleys had clashed at Lepanto for
the mastery of the Mediterranean. Doarding and ramming had been accepted tacties,
Drake planned to stand off and, with superior gunnery, pound to places those great
galleons full of men. This he. 4id, from cne end of the Channel to'ﬁhe other.i An era
of naval warfare began that was not to end until a red alert sounded at Pearl Harbor
on T December 1941. S ' T IO

The high stern and fore castles of the Spanish ships were fine for the old style,
but they mede the ships too sop-heavy for the stormy Atlantic. (MEQina—Difonia'eyen

(continued on o 12)

* «.This speech is on p. 3. Though the records of the Boardman, Melton, and
Bushnell families do not go back that far, all lived in the Home Counties, and so T
probably had ancestors in that - ecrowds I need not defer to them, though, for I was
present at another of the greatest speeches.in tho history of the English language.

I was among the quarter million people who gathersd on the Washington Mall on 29 Aug-
ust 1963 to hear Martin Luther King give the "I have a dream” speech, -
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'S WONDERFUL
reviey by David E, Schwartz

OF THEE I SING / LET 'EM EAT CAKE
by George QGershwin, lyries by Ira Gershwin
Books by George 5. Kaufman & Morrie Ryskind
CBS Records (2-record set) (1987)

- Although 1t 1s rare that this publication reviews records, this record set is de-
Llnltely worth a good look from conoisseurs of political satire, musical comedy, oper-
ctta, George Gershwin, and/or those who just want an intelligent comedy.

This recording, incidentally, is gquite recent, being based on the very successful
1987 concert performances of both shows at the Brooklyn Academy of Music by the same
casts, However, the two musicals were composed in the early 1930s., One, Of Thee I
Sing (1931), was 8 Broadway success and won the Pulitzer Prize for drama. The other,
Let "Em FEat Cake (1933), was a flop in its day, despite brilliant music and sharp sa-

tire. However, the basic idea behind both shows was the same: to create modernized
(1930s) versions of Gilbert & Sullivan operettas with integrated plots and music., Due
to the genius of all four of the collaborators, they largely succeeded in their endea~
vors,

The story of Of Thee T Sing tells of John P, Wintergreen, the bachelor presiden~
tial candidate of the "National Party" - which 1s quite obvilously the Democrats, since
its Committee included members named "Louis Lippman" and "Robert E. Lyons". Winter-
green, as portrayed herein, bears a distinct resemblance to the late Jimmy Walker. In
any event, Yo spark interest in a dull campaign, the Committee decides to run Winter-
green on a platform based on Love, To further this, they arrange a beauty pageant,
with the prize being marriage to Wintergreer (and the First Iadyship).

Unfortunately, Just as the Commitée has chosen "the most beautiful blossom in all
the Southland"; one Diana Devéresux, as the winner, Vintergreen announces ‘that he is in

dove with someone not even in the contest, His new fiancee is a plain glrl named Mary

Turner ("John and Mery"”, get it?), whose greatest asset is her abillty to bake corn
muffins. One taste of them and the Committee concurs, leaving Diama threatening breach'
of promise suits, (Shades of Trial by Jury})

Needless to say, "Love is Sweeping the Country" and Wintergreen is elected, toge-
ther with his utterly insignificant running mate, Alexander Throttlebottom, (Throttle=
bottom is at first reluctant to take on the Vice Pr xidency, fearing his mother will
hear of it.) The Supreme Court then performs a simultaneousy and irtertwined, marriage
anL inauguration. Like Katisha, Diana Devereaux shows up uninvited, bat when she abks,

“Which 1s more important, corn muffins or justice:" the Supreme Court unhe31tatinglv
chiooses corn muffins. (Thlngs have not charged utterly.)

Act IT opens in the Vhite House s few months later. Wintergreen has done’ almost
nothing as President but take 17 vacations gince his inauguration., TIn a duet with
Hary, they declare their total insouciance as to the issues of the day:

"Who cares what banks fail in Yorkers,
Long as you've pgot g kiss that conquers?"

But trouble 1s not 1ona in coming, Nemesis arrives in the person of the FTench
Amhaeqador, accompanied by an entourage cpouting French gibberish. He demands Justice
Tor Miss Devereaux, since she has turned out to bLe "the illegitimate davghter of an il-
Llegitimate son of an illegitimate nephew of Napoleon, - and France will thevefore sup-
port her elaims. (Ira Gershwin actually found a rhyme for "Napoleon",) The National
Perty, now scared of a possible war, demands Winbtergreen marry Diana., He refuses, and
ls impeached by the Senate. Things are saved by Mavy who, in the middle of the impeach-
ment vote, deeclares she is pregnant, Since the United States has never impeached an
cxpectant father, the procesdings are quashed Ly arceclnmation or, as Throbtilebottom



8

says in relief, "Now you can go back to being President and I can go back to Vice."
This seems here to be Throttlebottom's frantic quest for a library card - he can't |
get one because he can't find two people willing to admit to knowing him.

The child ~ or children, as it turns out to be twins - are duly born after the
Supreme Court decides their sex. The problem of Miss Devereaux is solved in a stun-
ningly Gilbertian manner when it is decided that "when the President of the United

Biates is unable to fulfill h's duties, the Vice President assumes them", and so
Throttlebottom gets Diana ~ the first practical use ever found,; then or now, for a
Vice President.

let 'BEm Fat Cake, a sequel made two years later, is in a much darker vein than
Of Thee I Sing., It has been suggested that one reason for its fallure was that, like
the Marx Brothers' Duck Soup the same year, it hit too close to home for Thirties
audiences in 1ts politiecal satire,

At its start, Wintergreen is defeated in his re-election bid, 8o he sets up shop
(with Mary, Throttlebottom, and the Committee) in Union Square, New York City, makihgg
and selling blue shirts. Outside, in Union Square, polltical agitators of every
stripe abound. (In the original production, they carried signs such as "Down with Bi-
netallism"”, "Shultz‘ Restaurant is Unfair to Union Tabor"; "Union labor is Unfair to
Shultz' Resteurant", and a sign in the Yiddish language and alphabet declaring Chin-
ese workers' intermational labor solldarlty.) One of the agitators, Kruger, engages
in a spirited denunciation of all and sundry. {"Happiness Will Fill Our Cup / When
It's Down With Bv rything That's Up.") From him, Wintergreen gets the idea of a revo-
luuLon to get back into power. After all, if Italy can have Blackshirts and Germany

an have Brownshirts, America can have Blueshirts".

The Revolution now goes into hiph gear. Mary gets the support of social-climb-
ing women by enlistiog them in the "New D, A, R.," Vintergreen gets the support of the
Army's. commander, Ceneral Snookfield, by co-~opting, of all people, the Union League
Club; *to which Snookfield belongs. The Tnicn Leage Club is so out of it that to
them, "revolution"” means 1776 & All That.

A merch on aashlngton follows, Unfortunately, Snockfield has gone off to a par-
%y and can't be found, The Army now asks "What 1s there in it for us?" and, in the
gtyle of the Roman Emperors, Wintergreen and the sitiing President, John P, Tweedle-
dee, bid for their support " The stingy Tweedledee only offers a dollar a day ("wbicn
T may not pay"), but Wintergreen offers them the Var Debts - if he can collect -them,
The A Army rises to this bait and Wintergreen declares a "dictatorsbir of the prolet-
ariat" and that he will now deliver on Marie Antoinette's promise by giving the
neople cake in place of bLread.

In Aet IT the newly-installel revolutionaries paint the White House blue while
Wintergreen, in his new uniform as dictator, struts around as they fawn on him and he
shows. of f his new power. (In the original production, the uniform had strong Musso-
linian overtoness ) i

There 8till remains the problem of che war debts. Of the ten members of the
League of Nations, only Finland is willing to pay. After some kaggling, Yintergreen
offersra deal - a baseball game wilth the nine Leapue members versus the Supreme Cour
-~ double or nothing for the War debts, '

The "Suprene Ballplayers' now come on with their team cheer, ready for the ganme,
("The whole truth, the whole truth, nothing but the truth! Hear ye! Hear ye! Status
quo, stabus quo, rah rah rah! Haheas corpus, sis boom bahl") Unfortunately, Throt--
tiehotbom, as umpire, flubs it on a dispubed call. On the basis of this, the agitat-
ur Kruger gehs botll him and Wintergreen tried Tor treason and sertenced to death.

Things by now are pretiy grim, and the next scene can only be called what the
Germans descrile as Galgenhumor. At the execution ground, Kruger is offering half-
price seats for the condemned men's familiec, while General Snockfleld, as execubion-
ey, 1s getting $100 per head. But just as Throttlebottom is to be chopped (saylng,
plaintively, "would you plemse tell my newsdealer not to deliver any more papers?")
liary arrives to save the day by staging a fashion show of the latest Paris styles.
(They came over on theé gsame ship as the guillotine.) Since the women of America can
only wear blue under Kruger's dictalLorshlp, they persuade the Army to deposc Kruger.
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The republic is restored but, as neither Wintergreen nor Tweedledee 13 willing to get
back into the hot seat, the presidency goes to Throttlebottom., Finasle Ultimo{‘

- 'These bare-bones synopses cannot give any but the merest idea of the richness of
the words and music of these words. The songs range from the romantic "Mine” to the
‘Gilbertian entrance of the Supreme Court: “

"We're the 1, 2, 3, X, 5, 6, 7, 8, 9 Supreme Court Judges;

As the Super-Solomons of this great nation

We will supervise today's inauguration

And superintend the wedding celebration

In a wamner official

And judieial;

We have powers that are positively regal,

Only we can take the law and make it legal;

We're the A, K.'s vho give the 0, K.'s =~

1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 9 Supreme Court Judges}" .

- The music is Gershwin at his snapplest, and, in Let 'Bm Eat Cake, his most inven-
tive and technically complex. As just one example, the executlon scene mock-lament,
"Hanging Throttlebottom in the Morning" looks backvard to the jazz age of the 1920s,
and forward to the harmonic richness of Porgy and Bess. A
' The words of the lyries and book are sharp, funny, and apt. They also contain sur-
prises, As Wintergreen is being impeached in Of Thee I Sing, Throttlebottom says, "Mr.
President, won't you please sit down vhile we'Te Licking you out?” This is a line sccim-
ingly more appropriate for the Marx Brothers - which is not so surpriging when one rc-
meribers that Xaufman and Ryskind wrote Coconuts and Animal Crackers. Sam Harris and the
Harxes planned to do a movie of Of Thee I Sing after Duck Soup flopped. (It never came
off due to various complications,) e o

And the satire is still sharp today ~ perhaps more so than in the intervening 50-
odd years, After all, one can still find relevance in do-nothing, gladhanding, vaca-
tloning Presidents, in nonentity Vice Presgidents who become President‘(thoughfwe‘ll
have to walt until November to be sure), and in debt crises, subversive military offi-
cers, domineering First Ladies, impeachment, and the shenanigans of the Supreme Court,
not to mention sexual scandals surrounding presidential candidates. (Are Gary Hart and
Domua Rice any less fanbastie than John P. Wintergreen and Diana Devereaux?) And, in-
berestingly, below the surface the - shovws do have a rather modern lookout. After all,
llary, the female lead, is no cringing little ingenue. She is a determined woman, the
brains behind her husband, who almost always saves the day when her husband and his
cronies flub it%. ‘ ’

The cast of the album is pretty good,- too, ‘Mary is played by Maureen McGovern,
vho shows an unexpected talent for comedy. Wintergreen is played by larry Kert, a
lajor player of €ershwiniana, and Throttlebottom by the inimitable Jack Gilford, whose
previous credits include Hysterium in A Funny Thing Happened on the Way to the Forum’
and Frosch in Die Fledermaus. Among the minor parts, Jack Dabdoub as the French Ambas-
pador and General Snookfield, and David Garrison as Kruger are particularly outsbtanding.
The conductor, Michael Tilson Thomas, and the Orchestra of St., Luke's do a good Job,
though the sound comes across thinly on record. "Only the New York Choral Artists, as
the choruses, are a bit disappointing, as their prominciation is not always clear.

(1 understand it comes across better on- compacth disk.)

Finallyg although I urge vou o purchase.the record, be advised that although some
outlets are salling 1t for sbout $20, Tower Records has it for $10. (Or at least they
did when last I looked. If they raised their prices,.don’t blame me.) Get it and en-
Joyi ‘

x .

This review appears both in ANAKREON #38, my filksinging tanzine in the 38th Mail-
ing of the amateur press association APA-ITk, and in GRATISTARK #550, the 25th Anniver-
sary JFssue of my war-paming Ianzine,.
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WHO GETS BLAMED FOR DIPLOMACY?

"No other episode in history has been more fully documenté& by
its participants,” - Barbara Tuchman, The Gung of August :

his profession., Hig book The Origins of the Worlg Var, firat published in 1928, broke
with the receiveg wisdom of the previous decade o assert, with copious documentation,
that World War I hag not been g conspiracy of evil Germans againgt the independence
and culture of the rest of the world.” (At about the same time, the same assertion vas
hade by Luigi Albertinl in The Origing of the War of 101k, but this work was not
translated into English for many years, so Fay bore the odium of "revisionism" in this
country .)

One of Fay'g students gt Harvard, more than 30 years 880, was a young man named,
All . n B, Calhamer, Calhsmer was strongly impressed by Fay's approach to a war which,
by then, was Tregarded by most as o low-key preiude o World War IT. -~ Fay resisted the
tendency.to cast backwards on the former war the attitudes developed by the latter,
aud carefully analyzed for hig classes the national, economic, and colonial rivalries
vhich brought about World War I, It vas this inspiration which eaused Calhamer to dem. -
sign a game simulating these rivalries, and the diplomatic as well as -the military gs-
‘pects of the warp, '

C The diplomatic aspects- gre certainly of interest, compared to the more direct: vay
in which the combatants or World War IT chose Up sides. Of the seven povwers of the
Diplomacy boarad, Italy started 192 in a formal alliance with Germany ang Austrig-Hun-

IR

fary, despite irredentism in the Ltalian-populgted regions of the latter empire.
France had g formal alliance with Russia, bat the Anglo-French alliance was mainly g
creature of thoge nations' top generals ang admirals, cooked up behind the backs of "
the civilian governmments. Qreat Britain was in 1o vay allied with Russia, and the two
nations had g decades-long rivalry,in Asia.l Turkey was grieved about some diplomatic
fast shuffles which Austria-Hungary had pulled in the Balkans with Russian support,

vefy much tb'the‘integrity;of British trade routes through the eastern Mediterranean,
The future alliances of World War IT were Virtually set in concrete by 1935, bus there:

veré severgl different ways in which the povers of EBurope could have arranged them-
sclves at an equal distance before the earlier wvar, The Diplomacy board's ang rule's
prospects for any sort of alliance are quite in line with the real situation that ex.
isted in the years before 191k, Very often g game begins with g Germwan attack on Aus-
tria-Hungary, Or an alliance between Germany and Russia, The former situation merely
assumes that the dreams orf Kalser Wilhelm T became reality, while the latter glves the
same realization to those of Wilhelm TIT, The Italian player 1s often adviseq to sit:
tight and wait for the best offer; this was Just what Ttaly d1d in 1915, ‘ ‘

Originally, Ireland had been an English;éupply center, and an English fleet opened the
game at Gibraltar. FPurther play-testing showeq Calhamer that thig tended to draw play

. Calhamer's original game-board Wwas much larger than the one which eventually
achieved_publication'in 1959, The pleces were also larger, and multi-colored, ITf you
are familiar only with the molded plastic stars and anchors of the most recent Avalon~
Hill edition, or with the hew, redesigned British edition, you may not know that once
the armies ang fleets were wooden rectangles: long, narrow ones for the fleets » aid
short, thicker nnes for the armies, Calhamer!'s original pieces were. of those shapes,
but much larger, and colored in the tricolor fashion which seems to be the Vogue for
most national flags, For example, the French rieces were red, white, and blue; the
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Germans were black, white, and red; the Italians were red, white, and green, The old
Russian imperial flag was whlte, blue, and red; so were the Russian pieces, The Brit-
ish pieces were blue-white-blue, with a broad red stripe acrods the white center band,
50 that they looked like slices taken out of the Union Jack. Austria-Hungary and Tuy~
ey were more of a problem. In both empires, the national flag was colored red and

vhite, while the imperial standard was black and gold. Eventually, Calhamer made the
Austro-Hungarian pleces red, white, and red, like the present-day flag of the Austrian
Republic., The Sultan's flag became.the gold, black, and gold Turkish pieces.

The size of the board was cut down for publication to U3 by 65 centimeters, which
nieant that the Yieces also had to be smaller. They eventually became one~color blocks
of vood, in the colors still familiar to the players of the Avalon-Hill edition, al-
though the green of Italy and the light blue of France were more distinguishable from
each other 1ln the Calhamer and Games Research editilons, Originally, Calhamer ' could
not find a publisher, which is why in 1959 his apartment was stacked with big, flat
marcon boxes, and why one of the biggest rarities in the war-gaming field today is a
Diplomacy board printed "Copyright 1969, Allan B, Calhamer". Eventually a publisher
appeared, and these boards were succeeded by a second generation, identical in every
respect except that they were "Copyright 1961, Games Research Inc,"

(Some purists >f the present day prefer the first British edition of Diplomacy,
published by Philmar, as it still had the original gameboard and wooden pieces. Con-
sequently, several U. 5. game shops stocked 1t ‘despite its higher price. It has since
been succeeded by a re-designed board and plastic pieces.

I there are few criticisms over the negotiation aspects of Diplomacy, there are
more on its technology. A German army is considered the equal of an Tbtalian or Turk-
ish army, and a Turkish player who gets enough supply centers can build fleets to his
heart's content. In the real 1914, Burkey bought* its warships from the shipyards of
other nations,. or got ‘them by other means, as the transfer of the Goeben and the Bres-
lau from the Germans showed. (In practice, this meant that a German admiral assisted
by CGerman officers commanded the ships, and their artillery was manned by German gun-
ners, while Turka stokkd the boilers.) And one mipght protest that Russias could not
build a fleet on the north Goast of St. Petersburg, or that Austria-Hungary would not
have*the resources or inclination to build one in Trieste.

5till, it was obviously the diplomatic rather “than the military or economic as-
pects of World War I that led Calhamer to design Diplomacy. And 1t has been this feg-
ture that has mede the game a favorite for nearly 30 years. Arranging and re-arrang-
ing alliances during the course of the game, as the military situation changes, is
clearly the chief appeal of Diplomacy, And if someone whould leave the game, so much
the better; the "ecivil disorder" rule preseribes quite well the situation in Russia
beginning with "Fall 1917".

" To the best of my knowledge, Diplomacy was the first game to be based on World
Har I, The game's popularity may also be based on the spreading realization that the
present world situatlion bears s much greater relatiénship to that of 191k than to that
of 1938. In 1938 most nations and their governments were gradually com=-
ing to the realization that a force was loose in the world which had the This is -
Intention, and possibly the capability, to subject humanity to unex-

ampled tyranny and degredation, This meant that, after 1945, every 0 At
threat of war was seen in the same terms - not as a development of P Great
pover politles, but as.a. climactic conflict between Good and Evil. E Intervals
From Washington and from Moscow, the potential enemy was seen as a R This
slightly revised version of the Axis of World War II, dedicated to the A Appears
absolute subJugation of humanity. . T To
Although the ceremonies for the fortlath anniversay of the vic- I Inflame
tory over the Axis intensified this rhetoric, the realities are quite 0 Optic
different, ™nce again, as in 191k, there are two loose syatems of al- N Nerves

liance in the world, both subjeet to the national interests of the mem-
Ler nations. If the Entente seduced Italy away from her allies by 1915, # 14oh
the present Sino-American understanding as seen from Moscow must Llook
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like much the same thing, The U, S, A. is not officially allied with Yugoslavia . any
nore than Great Britain was allied with Ruassia in 191h; it's Just that Amerdica has al-
lies who are also Yugoslavia's aliies, Austria-Hungary thought 1t could Gount on
Italian support and Rumanian nevtrality in 191%; both major powers today have Friends
vhose trustworthiness ig similarly under doubt. The major European powers fished in
the troubled waters of the Palkans in the early years of this century, but ‘today's:
povers have all Africa, Asia, and Latin America in vhich to play these games. -Fin- -
ally, we are as concerned now as in 1914 that some minor horder incident or "ass8assing.
tion, "some damn fool thing in the Balkans” as Bismarck expressed it, coula trigger &
gencral war simply becaude crucial people on both sides over-react to o sittation that
night have been amenable to compromise, ST

-+~ LA INVENCIBLE (continued from p. 6)
had four Portuguese galleys with himl) Drake's fleet harried these would-be conquey'-
ors up the channel in steps meticulously desecribed in all three books. Mattingly aldo
deseribes the effect of this Tighting on the turbulent sitvation in Holland and
France, - (Justin van Nassau, bastard of the martyred Prince William the Silent, was
vaiting with his ships in the mouth of the Scheldt,: hoping that Parma's landing barpes
would come out so he could sink them, Characteristicélly, Mattingly sneers: "The loot
of London was bait in a Dutch mousetrap.") - ' s '

. After the fighting at Gravelines Drake and Howard tracked the Armada all the way
up the east coast of England, satisfied that it wvould not land. The greatest fleet
over assembled lefy English waters without so much as sinking & rowboat or burning s
chickencoop. The Spanish ships made a long, desperate, storm-ravaged voyage agll
around the British. Isles, and limped back home. ‘There vas, contrary to dramatic o
tales, no one moment in which Felipe was informed of the disaster; it was gradually
borne in upon him as the ships limped home¥ Some writers repovt that Felipe heard
the bad news 1n sad resignation to the will of his god. But this is contradicted; ac="
coring €0 Grakam, an English spy named Anthony Copley saw King Felire vow vengeance at
the news, and to conguer England even if he had to melt down every last candlestick on’
his private altar: to pay for it. Since in fact King Felipe did ousfit two more Ar-
nadas before his desth in 1598, and his successor sent another, this sounds like the
more likely story. : . TR o

The effects of the defeat of the Armada vere felt beyond England and Spain, In
December 1588 the wesk-willed Henri ITI finally got the nerve to do what Elizabeth T
had done 22 months earlier,- put an end to a dangerous rival. Henri could not even
convene a trial and arrange a formal execution; his bodyguard stabbed Guise to death
in ‘the royal presence, When Henri IIT himself was assassinated 7 months later, he wasn
able to.pass on to his successor Hemri de Navarre, greatest of French kings, an entire
nation, capahle once more of becoming the first state of Burope, Without the defeat
of the Armada he would never have done this, Drake's victory eaved not only England-
and Holland but also France, This Mattingly makes clear, ' S

Dreke's victory also saved certain elementary human decencies. Vhatever may be
their relationship today, in the 16th century Protéstantism was a far more humane ideo~
logy than Catholicism., In 1580 Drike had raided up the unprotected west coast of South
Anerica. He and his men‘stole everything that wasn't nalled down, end successfully :
foupht off all resistance, but the reports of local Spanish authorities to their gov-

ernment marveled that there was not one rape or other wanton atroclty to the civilian "~
population. At one point Indians had killed some of Drake's men; the survivors wanted -

bloody vengeance, but Drake refused, saying that the Tndians had been harshly used by : '
the Spanish. Compere with with the savagery that vas normal operating procedure for

* - When I first reviewed Mattingly's book, I knew that T would reprint the re-
view for the quatrocentennial of the English victory, At that time I could not have
known I would now feel relief that two grandsons would not be old enough to-ask ques-
tions., This event caused their mother's ancestors +o light bonfires all over Englandy
and their fgther's ancestors to:light candles all over Spain., - .
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Spanish troops in Dutch Protestant towns, and it 1s evident that the victory over the
Armada was not a victory for England or for Protestantism alone, but for humanity.

Mattingly and Walker end their accounts with 1583, but Graham goes on to describe
the Armadas of 1596, 1597, and 160L., The 1596 Armada was smaller than the 1588 one,
and decided to see whether Ireland could be the back door to England., It sailed late,
a common failing with Armadas, and was caught 1n a late October gale that sank 72 ships,
including 7 galleons, the battleships of the day. A much larger fleet was tried in
1597, but it too was delayed:from summer to 9 October (N.S.) The Spanish had success-
Tully decoyed the English fleet to the Azores, so Ingland waS“affiiéted with panic as
a general mobilization was ordered, However, once again the autumn storme aborted the
effort or, as the English commemorative medals put it, Flavit Deus et dissipati sunt.
("God breathed and they were scattered,"#*) . v .

' Finally, the 1601 Armada succeesded in making a landing in Ireland, vhere its
troops were besieged by the English in Kinsale. After a long and unpleasant siege,
both sides agreed that nothing worth the effort was being accomplished, and peace was
made. (Besides, the Dutch were making an attempt on the Azores;) *~
-~ In an épilog Mattingly tries to determine just what was declded in this decisivé
battle, Missing the main point, he concentrates on the world balance of power, and the
rescue of Europe from a complete triumph by the Counter-Reformation., A sounder point
is his mention of the myth which was made of the victory, "a heroic apologue of the de-
fense of freedom agalnst tyranny...It raised men's hearts in dark hours, and led thenm
to say to one another, 'What we have done once, we can do againl" In its way, the vie-
“tory In the dark year of 1588 may have contributed to the viectory that came into view
by the end of the even darker year of 1942,

In this quatrocentennial year, descendants of several of the mejor participants
are around, A second Queen Elizabeth, descended from Mary Queen of Scots, will pre-
side over the festivitiés in England, King Juan Carlos I of Spain 1s a direct descenw
dant of King Felipe II, and his eldest son will someday succeed as Felipe VI. The
heirs of Lord Howard of Effingham became earls in 1837; the Effinghem of his. day re-
signed his army commission rather than lead troops against the American revolutionar-
les, whom he considered in the right., Bill Watkins, a New Jersey war-gamer, is descen-
ded from Sir John Hawking, who was third in command after Lord Howard and Drake, The
present Duchess in her own right of Medimm-Sidonia fought for civil liberties under the
Franco. regime., . o '

Sir Francis Drake left no legacy except England, It was enough.

NIV GAME BEGINS
The following people have signed up for a new pgame of postal Diplomacy:

IHGLAND: Chris Pagano, Apt. 3%, 1218 Main St., Coventry, Conn, 06238; 203-742-9050

FRANCE: Rob Hetland, 14007 White Birch Dr., Minnetonka, Mirm, 55343

GERMANY: John Rigley, RD 1, Box 170, Richmondville, N. Y. 12149; 51B-204-7769

TPALY: William Butler, 941 Humphrey St., Swampscott, Mass. 01907

AUSTRIA-HUNGARY: Nunzio:Paul Schembari, 613 Clarendon St., Syracuse, N. Y. 13210;
315-421-7841

RUSSIA: Jerry Rosen, 519 E. B5th St,, New York, N, Y, 10028; 212-439-174k

TURKEY: Martin Snow, #1, 1135 35th St., Boulder, Colo, 80303-193% o

These country assigrments are being mailed out on 7 May 1988, and the deadline for

"Spring 1901" moves is NOON, FRIDAY 10 JUNE 1988, Each player got either his firat or

his second choice of country. Until Steve Helnowski sends in a Boardman Number for

this gaie, players should refer to it, among themselves and to the gemesmaster, as

gimply "the New Game".

¥ - My Pagan friends claim that this should be "Dea". They claim that m great
convocation of British witches gathered in 1588 to conjure up a storm that scattered
the Spanish Armada. . o
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PEACE THROUGH DATA-BRASE
"There are ﬁwdlkinds-bf var: wars to start vars & wars to end wars."

- Stephen Kwiatkowski, letter, 21
April 1988

"An aggressive war is the preat crime against everything good in the
wvorld. A defensive war, which must necessarily turn to aggressive at the
carliest.moment, is-the hecessary great counter-erime. But never. think .
that war, no matter how necessary nor how Justified, is not a crime. . Ask-
the infantry and ask the dead," T _ S
: ‘ ' ~ Ernest Hemingway, 1945

Most war-gttiers know of Jim Dunnigan as the head man for Mny years at Simula-
tions Publications Inc,_(SPI), and designer of several excellent war games, some of
vhich have been played postally in my publications, including Empires of the Middie
Ages, Origins of World War 'II, and Frigate. Since the unfortunate business that led
to the demise of SPI, he has made himself & nev and even more guccessiul career as a
consultant in the use of computers. These two carcers have been combined  in his books
Hov to Make War and (with Austin Bay) A Quick and Dirty Guide to War, and now in Hou
Lo Stop a War: The Lessons off 200 Years of War and Deace (310, Doubleday, 1987, writ-
ten in collaboration with Villiam Martel). . _

How _to Stop a War takes up the causes and consequences of the wars of the past
200 years, including some 30 or 40 that are now in progress. Dunnigan's conclusions
arc drawn from-a data-base which occuples the last third of the book and, with copious
cxplanations for the benefit of us non-hackers, is used to study war by generaliziig
from conflicts ranging from the World Wars of this century down to such things as the
laumee War of 1790-9L, the Achinese War of 1900-08, and one I'1l bel you never heard
o' - the Russo~Japanese War of 1938-39,

The period of 200 years neatly includes the three "World Wars", if we include the
several conflicts lumped together as "the Napoleonic Wars" under that heading.  Dunni-
gan and Madbel observe that the really major wars are preceded by smaller conflicts
over some of the issues that later develop into the big war, and are followed by wars
scttling points that the big one didn't, For World Var I, "our" war as Diplomacy
players, the two Balkan Wars and a brief Ttalo-Turkish conflict preceded the major: .
war, while it was followed by civil wars in Rusdis and Yugoslavia, ahd the Greco-

Turlkish war and one of the innumerable Anglo-Afghan squabbles., By beginning bhe data- -

base in 1786, Dunnigan and Martel include some' of the curtain-raisers that preceded
the wars of the French Revolution, including a Russo-Austrian plundering expedition
against the Ottoman Empire, a Russo~Danish win against Sweden, and the Brabangonneé
Revolution. And the data-base is drawn very widely. They include not only the "stan-
dard" sort of international war, which begins when tight-faced ambassadors deliver ul-
timata and demand their passports, but also rebellions, ethnic rioting, wars of seces-
sion, and "ecivil terrer" such as the Tkish genocide against the Armeniang, and the
follow-ups to the Communist Revolutinns in the Soviet Union and (hina, which seem to
me to have tgbn struggles for limited resources, hastily painted over with ideologi~
cal justifications. (Curiously, the Cerman genocide of the Jews is not separately .
listed as "civil terror", nor arve Jeus listed as a separate combatant in Vorld War II
as "Population” is ir the civil tervors in the USSR and China. Instead, the Jewish
death toll in World War II is subsumed in that of the populations of the counbties in
vhich they lived.) ' ’

Once the data-base 1s in place, and its uses explained, general concluslons are
drawvn. These are explained by. the chapter titles, which include: "Six Stages of War",
"The Four Causes ef War", "It Was All a Mistake", "Uars That Never Happened", "Could -
These Wars Have Beeh Stopped?", and "Blind Alleys: How Not to Prevent @ War". (If you
radnoonly one chapter in this book, read that one.)
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The book is written in an extremely simple style, as if the suthors are aiming at
a not overly sophistilceted audience, preferably a young one. I have the feeling that
they imagine a bright high-school student, with a good mind but not much background in
history, coming upon this book and educating him- or helself about what buttons get
préssed when a nation's leaders decide to take it into a war., For this reason, How to
Stop a War is likely to arouse opposition among people whose interests demand that
bright high school students never get the idea that there might be an albternative to
cndless war. Bvery natlon, faction, and ethaic group gdes into the data-base in the
sare way. There is no room in this book for someone who objects that his.or her own
nation ought to be excepted from such objective treatment because. of ‘1ts-(check one):
A. superior form of govermment, R
B. greater devotion to 1™ True Religion,
C. racially superior poputation,
D. unigue place in the history of the world,
E. divine authorization of unigue status,.
F. superior devotion to the One True Ideology that is eventually going to
s0lve all the problems of the world.
G+ monarch who is legitimately descended from @ long ancestral lineage.
H, status as the perpetual victim of Evil Féreigners who are always and for no
_ reason attacking their Innocent Selves. '
I. democratic institutions which assure that every war the country fights is au-
thorimed by a majority and is therefore Right, . ’
- . Among the major causes of war the authors glve great welght to gross misconception
by the aggressor aes to what the defender is capable of. The most recent example is the
current war between Trag and Iran, vhich is beyond doubt an attack by Irag, which hoped
to pick up a few border provinces from a disorganized and demorslized Tran, Curiously,
the U. 8. now seems to §v ¢ft/this positlon, even though more Amerilcans have been
killed by Iraqis than by Iranisns, and most of the mines in the Persian Gulp are Iraql.
IT the United States govermment really believed that its role in the world was to de-
fend forelgn nations from aggression, U. S. troops would be fighting side by side with
Iranian allies against the evil Iraqis.
_ Diplomacy players will undoubtedly, at a fairly early stage in reading this book,
head for the chapter "Could These Wavs Have Been Stopped?” Eight causes are given for
Vorld War I; none of them mention the tyrannicide in Sarajevo on 28 June 1914 which was
‘alleged st the time to be the sole cause of the war. Instead, Dunnigan and Martel talke
up French revanchism against Germany for the war of 1870, British concern over the
grovth of German commerclal and naval power, the disintegratlon of the Austro~Hungarian
and Ottoman Empires, the Russian belief that a foreign war would unify a rebellious yelony
pulation, the "diplomatic time bombs" involved in Furope's interlocking mutual defense
treaties, the fallure of national leaders to realiZe how much more destructive war had
been made by modern technology, and lastly a general "desire to fight", apparently a
191k version of the Rambo mentality that was prevalent in this nation over the period

1975-1985. — _
‘ Tn answering this same question for the Vietnam Var, Dunnigan and Mertel begin with
a short, one-sentence paragrarh that clears a lot of rubbish out of the discussion of

that confliots

"If France and the United States had stayed out of the Vietnamese civil
war, the fighting would have been substantially reduced."

\hat an enormous amount of bullshit is washed out of the way with those words: Follow-
ing them is s brief history of post-World War IT French and American involvement in
Vietnam, ending with the present uneasy truce between Vietnam and China. This passape
should be kept in miud vhen next the U. S. govermment tries to arouse popular support
for a U. S, invasion of some "trouble spot",

Just as importent is the chapter on "How Not to Prevent a War". Passively letting
Qangerous situations develop 1s one way not to stop a war., Another 1lg too gregt a de-
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rendenao on -comvenhional diplomacy, (Awmerican nalvety and 8oviet heavy-handedness
are both potentially dangerous.) The "Arms Race Trap" is another.’ But the authors
take on one of the most Tatuous and enduring notions of ocur time with the fourth of
their "Blind Alleys": "Overreacting to the Myth of Russian World Domination”. For
the pgreat 1le which has been hammered into our ears over the past four decades is

Just that - a 1lle, "Russia has its ands full keeping Russia under control,” they
bbserve, "The last thing it wants is many more tempestuous foreigners under its coun-
trol," Eurthermore, the Russian govermment is not the instrument of a Simister Mono-
‘lithlc International Communistic Conspiracy (SMICC) ~ it is the same old Russian state,
centrallzed, bureaucratic, and iaulti- -ethnic, that has existed since the Mongols were
booted out five centuries ago. Since Russials worst times have come when a foreign na-
tion invaded, Russian ideas of "peace" involve not letting an unfriendly govermment get
a potential invasion base in a neighboring nation. Aside from this, Russian conceptls
of war are almost entirely defensive, and on the defense -they are superb warriors,

But Russia had conducted a successful offensive war against a nation of comparable
technology only when it was allied with half of Burope,

Dunnigan and Martel return to this theme 1n a chapter which compares and contrasts

the mllltary traditlons of the United States and Russia. The notion of - n SMEEC ‘%
plotn to take over the knovn universe cannot survive a careful reading of these words:

”Imaglne that you were in charge of defending Russia. First, you have to
defend the longest land border in the world. Uext, you have to accept that
you have, for all practical purposes, no rellable allies, Those nominal al-
lies that you do have in Fastern Rurope are people who heartily dislike Rus-
sians, Glven a choice, *hese allies would prefer to fight agalnst you rather
than with you. For most of Eactern Furope's history they have been doing:
just that. Therefore; to defend Russia, you'must be ready to Tight yowr own:
allies, '

"To make matbers worse, Just about every nation on your border has a
grudge against you. All of your neighbors look upon you as a threat to their
existent. B

"Your troubles are not over. About half of the soldiers in your army are
not ethnic Russians, but the descendants of once-conguered people who were in-
vited to join the Russian Bmpive at gunpoint.,’ K

Compare this with the fatuous notions of Michael Dukakis about a phantom Soviet
invasion of western Europe, that he would as President use nuclear weapons, to repell

One of the toples taken up by Dunnigan and Martel is the degree. of popular ime e
volvement in the war-meking process, Although anticipations could be seen in the 19th
century, the 20th century has seen the development of "Mmas Var, a war involving not
-Just soldiers and politicians but every housewife, tramp laborer, and school child in
the combatant nations. Bubt Mass Var must have mass support. What this means is ex-
plained by Dunnigan and Martel, who give several cxamples of how governments have de-
liberately built up a mass psychosls in their populations so as to meke them more ea-
ger to support a war. (The two best-known examplces are the probably accidental explo-~
slon on the battleship Maine which got the U. S. into a war with Spain, and the deli-
berately faked 1939 1ncident by Whlch Hitler tried to persuade the world that Poland
had attacked Germany.)

Mass War, however, has its disadvantages in this age of irstant pictorlal communi-
cation. Contrary to what some Pacifists had feared in the early years of the American
invasion of Vietnam, seeing live war action on television decldedly does not produce a
creat support for the war in the civilian population. In the mbsence of a clearly daw
fined threst to Americe 1tself, a continual parade of war film on the 6 o'clock news
"is most unlikely tn produce in the American population a desire to fight the war to
the Bitter End,

* ‘This is why, ‘desplte his bellicose speeches and policies, President Reagan has
not "dared to fight a war lasting more than 2% hours. And it is true in other coun-
tries as well, The Israeli govermment knows that its people will not thrill with pa-
triotic pride to see their troops and police clubbing Arabs in the streets of their
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oun villages, or burying them alive with bulldozexs, So the televislon crews that
show such ‘things are being rigorously banned from territories under Israell military
occupation, in line with Henry Kissinger‘s advice that:

"Israel should bar the media from entry into the territorles involved
in the present demonstrations, accept the short-term eriticism of the world
press for such conduct, and put down the insurrection as quickly as possible
- overvhelmingly, brutally, and rapldly." - New York Times, 6 March 1988

This policy, which in Kissinger's native language is called Nacht und Nebel,
vas already urged in more elevated tones by the anti-democratic Harvard political
theorist Samuel P. Huntington in these words:

"Al Smith once remarked that 'the only cure for the evils of demo~ =
cracy is more democracy.' Our analysls suggests that applying that cure’
at the present time could well be adding fuel to the flames. Instead,
some of the problems of governance in the United States today stem from
an excess of democracy." - Crozier, Huntington, and Watanukl, The Crisis
of Democracy: Report on the Governability of Democracies to the Trilateral
Commission (New York University Press, 1975)

Huntington wrote these words in the context of the recent outburst of U, S, puh-
lic opinion which forced the withdrawal of U. S. troops from Vietnam. In this same
Dbook he admits that a majority of the U. S, population turned sgalnst the war in early
1968, but does not even consider this as a good reason for ending the war, Indeed,
the questlon of how to conduet a war which the majority of the population opposes is
becoming a major problem for nations with nominally democratic political systems.

Even low-level officers see this. Stuart B. Lange, the prize Rambo of the GRAUSTARK
maildng list, expressed these sentiments in a letter to Curtis L. Glbson, dated 8
January 1988:

T want to let you know that I have long believed that (to use your
terminology) an 'Intellectual Meritocracy' would theoretically be a super-
ior form of governance, If you remember the Federalist Papers¥*, one of the
major concerns of the founding fathers was the danger of what they equated
with wob rule: democracy. Rather than striving for the highest, it was .
feared that among other things we would cater to the lowest ccmmon denami-
nator. It appears to me that we are awfully close to that nov. Regret-
tably I am & sceptic when it comes to the possibility of ever Ilnstituting ..
and preserving cuch a form of government. Once the genie 1s out of the
bottle, it appears to be impossible to cut back on democracy without insti-
tuting a violent revolution and despotism. I cannot imagine 'the masses'
willingly surrendering the voting power that has enabled them mre or less
and for better (or arguably worse) gain so much control

The jacket informetion on How to Stop a War tells us that Dunnigan's two pre-
vious books were Military Book Club Main Selections. "This fact confirms my opinion
of the intelligence of military people. Though written in a dispassicnate and analy-
tical fashion, Dunnigan's books are in thelr way as much arguments agalnst war as .
are those of such paselonate anti-war writers as H. G, Wells, Kurt Tucholsky, Ber-
trand Russell, or Frederick L. Schuman. (Schuman 5 1952 book The Commonwealth of Man
addresses many of the same points as does How to Stop a War, budrin a gre&tly differ-
ent style., One chapter of this book is entitled "Peace by Treason", a matiter which

* - Oh, come now. Glbson is the oldest membeyr of the GRAUSTARK meiling list,
but he's not THAT old. (JB)
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is not taken up much by Dunnigan and Martel but which was advocated as, as far as
possible, practiced during the Americo-Vietnamese Var.) -

' One point to which Dunnigan and Martel give a short treatment, but which is 7
rapidly achieving the status of a major problem inuthe desultory and bloody wa?a Qf
the less developed nations, is that of boy soldiers. In some of the more hegv%ly
fought over reglons of the world, it has occured to some commanders that the war orphan
makes very good -soldler material: And so we hear, in Tran, Sri Lankas, an@fvarlous )
parts of Africa, of moldiers as young as ten - cold-eyed killers who litefally;d@znou
care whether they themselves or anyone else live: or dies: If wars at=th1§t1evel-con~
tinue - and. right now:th§s is the most popular type of war, in the world - 1 ?e?r tpat
ve are going to hear a great deal more of this kind of soldier., S

HOW TO MISS YOUR MOVES IN GRAUSTARK

L. Agaume that mail can always pet from you to Brooklyn in less than a week.
24 Omit the "Esst" in the gamesmaster's "Fast 19th Street" address. e
3+ Send your move by special delivery, This never speeds mall, and frequently
delays it, . S B
L. Send your moves in some Torm that has to be signed for, such as certified
nmail, registered mail, or express mail. If nobody is home, the envelope will sit in
a post office a mlle away until somebody bothers to go get it, T
5. Yut your moves into an envelope you are seuding to someone with whom you aie
nesotiating, and send your negotiation proposals to the gamesmaster,
6. Telephone moves -Saturday wmorning for 'a deadline which vas on the previous day,
7. Do not take seriously the word "immediate" in a request for moves by "imme-
diate return mail", : ' o ' :
8. Bend your moves to an ally and ask him to send them in for you.
9. Do not inform the gamesmaster of g change of address, Do
10. Imagine that it doesn't matter if you are late with your moves, because you'
can always phone them in at the last moment - whenever that is, ’ '

1907HR . o "Winter 1903"

As players have already been informed, the English "Fall 1903" move "F Eng-Bel"
vas incorrectly adjudicated as failing, In actuality, the Germsn player had made a
change of orders from "A.Rubh holds" to "A Ruh 8 A Bel", causing A Bel to hold. Bel-
sium thus remains a Germénfrather than an Eﬁgii@h‘supply center, and England rathey
than Germany has a removal. Austria-Hungaty has' retreated A War~Ukr. - L
FHIGLAND- (Hollander): Removes F Bax,  RUSSIA (H. Jordan): Builds F St.P(n.c.).
FRANCE (Lilleleht): Builds A Par. v LY
The deadline for "Spring 1904" moves is NOON, FRIDAY 10 JUNE 1988, R 3

AUSTRIA-HUNCGARY to RUSSIA: I shall help you Iiberate Sev. from the Turk with sup-
port from Rum. and the Ukr. Hail to the tsar! ‘ B i S

PARIS to BERLIN: Come on Kalser lets get on with it and start writing! As of »ipght o
now your lack of communicatign is very disheartening and dangercus and does not bode
well . for mmcollective effort against the Englishman, TIs there enough trust between us
to allow for a joint attack? T fear not. I cite as an example the fact that I told
you the Englishman's moves for Fall 1903 well before the deadline. Did you listen and
take the necessary steps that would have allowed you to hold Belgium? NOY T wish that
you had more sense_ #rd had trusted me. As 1t stands ¥ best T can do is take a neuwtral
atance as regards you while holding Bngland at bay. This can and will change if I hear
Trom you with suggestions. But right now its the only thing I can do.

PARIS to MOSCOW: Sorry Harley, but the Gerwan is being very untalkative,

PARIS to VIENNA: Want to write and put some sugpestions on the table? - '

LONDON: Blackout conditions were tested in preparation for invasion, All avail
able manpower enlisted into loecal militia. We will never surrender} -
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. 1986AZ - GAME REVIEW

BARON M. POWELL (Austris-Hungary): I'm eternally grateful to our Gamesmaster, Dr.
Doardman, for belng patient enough to print all of my rather long winded review, T
tock the time to write this because 1 felt there just had to be g wvast audience oub
there waiting 1ln excited anticipation to read several pages worth of my commentary on
the ebb and flow of 1986A%Z, The subject, of course, fascinates me., It logically fol-
lows that this subject fascinates everyvre, Of coursel Far be it from me to disap-
point the multitude. ,

My particular vantage point was from ¥ienna, DLven though Austria was my third.

- choice, I was delighted when informed I would be playing it. Being somevhat ol a his-
tory buff, I've always had a soft spot in my heart for the Dual Mbnarchy. ¥ho could
not love a country filled with so many idiosyncrasies that it is a wonder it hadn't
collapsed upon itself centuries ago., What a challenge hand@dnputhis unmanageable
beast would be for a flrst time postal Diplomacy player like myself. This was my
chance to be a modern day Metternich.® I studied my starting position and quickly
came to appreciate the Empire's unique problems. TIt's no coincldence that Austria
gets pulped in so many games. Topping the list of troubles was Austria's unwholesome
starting gosition, Let's face it, Austria's neighborhood is the pilts. Sure, the puny
Dalkan nations can be bullied for a while (always great fun), but all sorts of nasty
people walt in the wings to ruin the party, Powerful Russia hovers 'to the northeast,
Sheer gravity ofter causes her forces to ccme crashing into pdor Austria's flank.

liver dangerous Turkey, to the southeast, has no place to go but right up Austria's
gut. Ttaly can grab a home center. on the first turn. Yes, this was all going to be
rreat fun,

The question for me was how to‘begln. In the back of my mind, I had nightmares
of a Russo-Turkish steamroller flattening me in two or three turne, -'The most frequeit-
1y read sectlion of the postal play rules was the part that said I could get in a new
gane free if I was :eliminated by 1903. I fired ofif letters to everybody in the hope
of staving off doom. As it turns out, my fears were groundless. - John.Reebel (Turkey)
and Jack McHugh (Russia) went right at each other, Tach made offers to me to side vyith
them. It was a dream come true. I chose John. It was a good decision as we worked
vell together, In no time at all, Russia was annihilated and Ttaly was being overrum.

.+ The big turning point in the game for Austria was the Spring 1904 moves., I had
intended to keep my alliance with ‘John until the end. He was easy +o work with, reason-
aLle, and had done me a big favor by forwarding a copy of .my orders, that I had mig-
talkenly sent to him, to ouwr Gamesmaster. I was alsc.interested- in seeing if the Aus-
tro~-Turk alliance wgs as untenable as some experts sald.it was. "While I'd say now
that the alliance is feasible under the right conditions, by Spring 1904 I did not be-
‘licve my agreement with Turkey would work much louger. A couple things”contributed
b0 this. '

Firgt, there was the problem posed by Mark Thonpson (England) In Spring 1902,
things weretillooking good for the houses of Habsburg and Osman. A~Franco-German al-
liance had materislized, This us viat John and I favored. We felt that a war with
Bagland would leave France and Germany in a poor positlon to resist an attack from the
southeast. Even better, Ttaly, played by Alan Blaine, had sided with England. This
left Russia all alone in the east, exposed Italy's hack, and assured a long protracted
war in the west, It appeared it would be child's play for Austria and Turkey to ronp
over the squabbling westerners. To my chagrin, howvever, it was socon obvious that Bob
Cook (F_ance) and Robin Barbehemn (CGermany) were having more than their share of prob-
~ lems., T coulan't believe how qulckly they managed to take a powerful position and de-
- stroy it with KMRs. In no time at all, France was nearly dead, and Germany seemed con-

* - Klemens Wenzel Nepomuk Lothar, Prince von Metternich (1773-1859) as a young
" diplomat brogght Prussia into the alliance against Hapoleon I by seducing the gueen,
Tater (1815-1848) as Prime Minister of Austria he took a reactionary and repressive
line, The resulting revolution dethroned his Emperor, caused his War Minister to be
Jynched, and made himflee for his life. He dled in exile, Needless to s