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Though the Bush Administration apologized for U.5. sbuse of Iragi prisoners, some
feel the coalition's reputation has suffered irreparable damage. What do you think?
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2002D "Fall-Winter 1908"
WESTERN COFFENSIVE STALLS

These "Fall 1908" adjudications are corrections of the ones published in Graustark
#769. All players were informed.

ENGLAND (Wiedemever): A Mos-Sev; A Edi-St.P; F Nrg & F Bar C A Edi-St.P;
F 8t.P(n.c.)-Nwy; F Lon holds.

FRANCE (Lischett): A Ven 8 A Nap-Apu; A Pie S A Ven; A Tyr S GERMAN A Mun-Boh:
A Nap—Apu; F Rom-Nap; F Tus 8 F Wes-Tyr; F Tun-Ton; F Wes-Tyr; A Par holds.

GERMANY (Quirk): A War S A Sil-Gal; A Vie S A Sil-Gal; A Pru & A Liv S A War; F Bot &
F Bal 8 A Liv; A 8il-Gal; A Mun-Boh.

ITALY (Verheiden): E Adr-Tri; A Tyi-Fyrr A Bud S RUSSIAN A Gal-Vie; E Ton-Apu.

RUSSIA (Neal): A Wkr-Sev; F Aeg holds; A Gal-Vie; A Rum-Sev; A Alb & TTALTAN F Adr-Tri;
E_Eas=Ion.
Y -
Underlined moves are not possible. The German A Vie is dislodged and annihilated.
The High Combatant Powers now control the following supply centers:

ENGLAND: Edi, Li oI, , Nwy, St.P. (6)
FRANCE{( Bel) @re ) @;ﬁﬁé (1%3 ,Jen (9)
GERMANY: r, I’%&n, Hol Kle, , Swe, War
ITALY: Bud, Gre,dkﬁp Ser Tri. (5)
RUSSIA: Ank, Bul, Con, Rum, Sev, Smy, Vie. (7}

Russia and Italy may each build cne unit. These "Winter 1908" builds are:

ITALY: A Rom. RUSSIA: A Sev,

The deadline for "Spring 1909" moves is NOON, FRIDAY 6 JANUARY 2006. For Michael Neal's
new address see p, 11,

PLEASE STAND BY

I am willing to take cver games that have been abandoned by their gamesmasters.
So if you are a postal gamesmaster who is no longer able to publish, or if you are a
player in a postal game of regular Diplomacy that has gone for two or three months
without a move being published, please get in touch with the Orphan Games Director,
Michael Lowrey. (8ee p. 11 for his address.) If the game is to continue in Graustark,
I would need the addresses of all active players, the current position, and a list of
who owns which supply centers. If subscription money can be passed along to me, fine.
Otherwise I will ask players to join a new game in Graustark, or to subscribe to Grau-
stark if they do not already do so. Players who resion or drop out can be replaced by
Graustark stand-by players.

Stand-by players are always needed for postal Diplomacy games in Graustark. If
you volunteer as a stand-by, you may be called upon whenever a current player misses a
move, If you send in moves for that country for the next turn, and the present player
does not, you will take over play of that position. No game fee will be asked, though
you should keep your subscription current, or enroll in a new Graustark game. No stand-
by will be called upon in a game in which he or she has already played.

Stand-by volunteers who are willing to take on additional games of postal Diplo-
macy are listed below. A stand-by plaver who is already playing in a Graustark game is
indicated by "*". If you wish your name added to or removed from this list, please let
me know. These data are accurate to the date of 2 December 2005,

Hank Alme Michael Nealx
John R. Biehl Michael Quirk*
Harley Jordan Eric Verheiden*

Fred Wiedemeyer*

(W
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2004C "Spring 1805"
GERMANY MOVES EAST; ITALY MOVES NORTH

ENGLAND (Koch): E.Iri-Mid.

FRANCE (Wiedemever): A _Lon-=Yor; A Bel-Pic; F Eng-Mid; F NAf-Tun; F Wes S F NAf-Tun;
A Bur-Mar; A Mar-Pie.

GERMANY {Mathias): A Edi-Yor: A Hol-Nwy; F Nth C A Hol-Nwy; F St.P(n.c. }~Bar;
A Boh S A Vie; A Vie S A Bud; A Sil-War; A Kie-Hol; A Mup=Tyx; A Ber-Pru.

ITALY {Mooney): A.Bud S RUSSIAN A _Gal-Vie{sicl; A Ser-Tri; A Tri-Tyr; F Adr-Apu; F Tun
holdg; F Ion S F Tun; A Ven S A Tri-Tyr.

RUSSIA (Biehl): A Bul-Rum; F Bla S A Bul-Rum; A Rum-Ukr; A Sev-Mos; A Gal-War.
TURKEY (Bruce): F Aeg S A Gre; A Smy-Con; F Ank § A‘Smy—Con; A Gre holds.

Underlined moves are not possible. Presumably the German order "A Vie S A Bud"
means "A Vie § ITALIAN A Bud". The deadline for "Fgll 1905" orders is NOON, FRIDAY 6
JANUARY 2006. -

MOSCOW {Apr. 1, 1805): "I have ignored the north for far too long," acknowledged
Ivan VII, "now, never more. We must defend mother Russia from the perfidious German
blackguard."

WARSAW (May 1, 1905): The rumbling thunder of German artillery sounded ominously
close. Ivan VII held aloft an ancient spear and proclaimed, "I drew a sabre versus the
heathen Turk in righteous indignation, now it is sheathed. This day I hold in my arms a
spear with which to stick a German pig. That fatso, the Kaiser, has already devoured
all the salmon. What's next? Caviar? Tuna? Sardines? I call on the French and
Italians to sweep the seas of the German pirates and give the Kaiser his just desserts.
I call on all nations to kick the Kaiser's butt all the way back to Berlin."

BERLIN (AP): The search continues for the missing Finnish Yak Herders. Rumors
abound that they were Russian spies, and were seen racing to the border with secret
military documents

MUNICH PALACE, THRONE RCOM: "What!!! No Yak for dinner? And the recipe for
Pasties has been stolen? We promised the Pope that recipe! Send for Our Head Chef.
Have him recreate the recipe from memory on the finest parchment, and send a select
escort to conduct him directly to the Pope. Find those Finnsi!! And BRING ME MY
DINNER!!! We must have something left-over in the pantry.”

RESILIENT SPRINGS, SKANDALUTZ (URRP): From this popular resort town on the shores
of beautiful TLoch Mess continue to come reported sightings of the fabulous Loch Mess
Monster. Sightings of this beast date from the 3rd century, when early Christian holy
men gave the lake its name (Lacus Missae) from the masses they said along its shores in
futile attempts to exorcise the monster. (A dubiocus hagiography of St. Einfull of Ayle
claims that he was martyred through being devoured by the monster, though a local Pagan
tradition alleges that it afterwards spat out the saint and swam off making retching
noises. )

A local peasant told a tourist that the Loch Mess monster's favorite food is yaks.
When the tourist objected that Yaks did not live in the Balkan Massif, the peasant
replied, "See? That shows how hungry it is!" Another peasant claimed that the
monster's favorite food is salmon. However, a little girl said that the Loch Mess
Monster is really so gentle that it eats pastries from her hand.

WHEN DO YOU EXPIRE?

The subscriptions of the following readers expire with the indicated issue of
Graustark. This information is valid to the date of 10 December 2005, See p. 6 for
informaticn about extending your subscription or joining a new game.

772 - Jim Dapkus 777 - W. Andrew York 780 -~ Michael Neal
777 - Eric Verheiden 780 - Mike FisheE__'-" 799 - Brenton Verploeg
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PATRIOTISM - XLIV

PATRIOTISM is the principal cause of war,

PATRIOTISM is the unprincipled cause of war.

PATRIOTISM is the demand by Senator Hillary CLyndon (WD*-NY) to increase the U. 5. armed
forces by 80,000 troops.

PATRIOTISM is the belief of Senator CLyndon and others that this can be done without a
draft.

PATRIOTISM is the statement by Senator Jay Rockefeller {WD*-WV) that "Saddam's existing
biological and chemical weapons capabilities pose a very real threat to America
now. ..He is working to develop delivery systems like missiles and unmanned aerial
vehicles that could bring these weapons against U. 8. forces and U. 8. facilities
in the Middle East." (New York Post, 20 November 2005)

PATRIOTISM is the statement by Senate Minority Leader Harry Reid (WD*~NV) that "Saddam
Hussein. ..presents a serious thréat to international peace and security.'" (Ibid.)

PATRIOTISM is President CLyndon's (WD*) declaration of 17 December 1998 that "I ordered
America's armed forces to strike military and security targets in Iraq...Their
mission is to attack Irag's nuclear, chemical, and biological weapons programs."
{ Ibid.) : -

PATRIOTISM is the statement by ex—Governor Howard Dean (WD*-VT) that "There's no ques-
tion Saddam Hussein is a threat to the United States and to our allies.™ (Ibid.)

PATRIOTISM is the statement by House Minority Leader Nancy Pelosi (WD*-CA) that 'Saddam
Hussein has been engaged in the development of weapons of mass destruction
technology, which is a threat to countries in that region...Yes, he has chemical
weapons. Yes, he has biological weapons." (Ibid.)

PATRIOTISM is the statement by Senator Joe Biden {(WD*-DE) that "it is clear that he
[Saddam Hussein] has a residual of chemical and biological weapons...I think he
has anthrax...He does have the capacity...of smuggling stuff into the United
States and doing something terrible." (Ibid.)}

PATRIOTISM is the faith of Senator Edward Kennedy (WD*-MA) that "Saddam Russein is
seeking and developing weapons of mass destruction...his pursuit of lethal weapons
of mass destruction cannot be tolerated.! (Ibid.)

PATRIOTISM is Senator John Kerry (WD*-MA) boasting that "I will be voting to give the
President of the United States the authority to use force if necessary to disarm
Saddam, because I believe that a deadly arsenal of weapons of mass destruction in
his hands is a real and grave threat to our security." (Ibid.)

PATRIOTISM is the claim by former Vice President Al Gore (WD*-TN} that Saddam Hussein
thas stored secret supplies of chemical and biolegical weapons throughout his
country." (Ibid.)

PATRIOTISM is the faith of Senator Robert Byrd (KKK and WD*-WV} that '"We are confident
that Saddam Hussein retains some stockpiles of chemical and biological Weapons. . .
Intelligence reports indicate that he is seeking nuclear weapons.' ( Ibid.)

PATRIOTISM is the truly touching belief that the Democratic Party is nevertheless
somehow hoping to getting U. S. troops out of Iraq.

PATRIOTISM is the community of Gretna, LA, closing the bridge to New Orleans so that the
mostly black refugees from the New Orleans hurricane could not enter that mostly
white town. {Newsday, 17 & 25 September 2005) The gun-wielding police who did
this were later congratulated by a vote of the Gretna town council,

PATRIOTISM is the refusal of the white residents of Greensburg, LA, to allow temporary
housing for black hurricane refugees. (New York Times, 28 September 2005)

PATRIOTISM is the refusal of Secretary of State Rice to deny the existence of secret
American prisons in Eurcpe, on the grounds that "any information related to the
prisons is classified." (Joel Brinkley, New York Times, 6 December 2005)

PATRIOTISM is the belief that our constitutional guarantees of individual liberty are
unpatriotic.

PATRIOTISM is the touchingly naive belief that, after American forces are forced out of
Iraq, the word "patriotic" will still have positive cconnotations,

PATRIOTISM is the principal cause of war.

* - "WD" = "War Democrat";_i_ o
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THE MINISTRY OF MISCELLANY

Today's Terror Alert Color Code is Purple, the intermediate stage through which
Red States go as they turn Blue.

*

Graustark is the Very First bulletin for the peostal play of Diplomacy. It is
published every fourth Saturday by John Boardman, 234 East 19th Street, Brocklyn, NY
11226-5302. Diplomacy is a board game of negotiation and conflict for the
period of World War I. It was designed by Allan B. Calhamer and is now This is
published by Hasbro. Another new postal Diplomacy game is now being

organized in Graustark, at a game fee of $35. (For Canadian and Mexican 0 At
addresses the game fee is $50, and for other foreign addresses it is $100, P Great

or 85 eurcs in cash.) This game fee includes a subscription to Graustark E Intervals
for as long as the game lasts, whether or not,you are eliminated. With R This
your game fee send in a list of the countries you'd like to play, in your A Appears
order of preference, and I'll try to put you as close to the top of that T To

list as I can. 1If vou do not already have the postal rules for Diplomacy, I Infiame
which were last published in Graustark #749, let ma know when vou send in O tic
your game fee, and I'1l send you a copy. - ' N Nerves

Graustark subscriptions for non-plavers are 10 issues for $15 for
U. 8. addresses, and $40 or 35 euros for others. Back issues as available # 2116
are 10 issues for $5 for U. S. addresses., To foreign addresses, back
issues have the same price as for foreign subscriptions.

Players who phone in their moves should call me at 718-693-1579. (The other phone
number, which I have printed in previous issues, is no longer valid.) There is an
answering machine which can take your moves if I'm out. I do not have an e-mail
address.

I want to again remind playvers that the U. 8. Postal "Service" is not capable of
reliably getting mail here in less than a week, Please take this into account in
sending in your moves., If, a few times, your moves have arrived here by mail in less
than a week, do not assume that this will always be the case.

*

Graustark readers who are interested in postal games which don't run here, are
invited to write to the publishers of 'zines with which I trade, and ask what game
openings they have. For their addresses, see all the readers indicated by "(T)" for
"trade" in the Graustark Directory on pp. 10-11. Several of these publishers run a wide
variety of postal games.

*

Six people have indicated their interest in joining the next Graustark postal
Diplomacy game. As soon as the seventh entry fee comes in, I will send out the country
assignments and announce the deadline for "Spring 1901" moves.

: *

Thanks to Andy York, I can give a summary of the forthcoming increase in postal
rates. They apply only to domestic rates; rates for foreign mail are set by a different
process. The first ounce of first-class mail will be 39c, and each additional ounce
will be 24c. Postcards will be 24c¢, plus 2c¢ for pre-paid cards. The first pound of
priority mail will be $4.05. (Where do they come up with these peculiar numbers?)

These new rates will become effective on Sunday 8 January 2006.

For further information on the new rates, log on to <usps.com/ratecase> or ask at

your post office about subscribing to their publication Mailer's Companion.
*

Several years ago, in the course of a rambling discussion abcout some historical
points, I asked Al Nofi if there existed an index which measured the relationship
between the highest and lowest levels of wealth or income in a society, some way of
quantifying the distinction between a society with a small number of very wealthy people
and a great many in poverty, and a society in which a closer approximation tc economic
equity had been attained. He had not been aware of any such index.

While Al is a person of enormous historical erudition, he is not an economist, and
last week I discovered that economists have indeed worked out such an index. I
discovered this at Recording for the Blind and-Bysiexzic, while I was reading on DVD
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Finite Mathematics and Applied Calculus by Berresford and Rocket. One of the
applications introduced the Lorenz index L(x), which gives the proportion of income
earned by the lowest proportion X of the populaticn. If, for example, the lowest 50% of
the population earns 20% of the society's total income, then 1{0.50) = 0.20. Cbviously,
as x goes from O to 1, the Lorenz index also goes from 0 to 1. And the Gini index is a
measure of the relative inequity of income for the entire population. Without going
into the mathematical technicalities, it is defined as twice the integral of the
quantity [x - L{x)] from O to 1. The Gini index also can have any value from 0 to 1.
The higher its value, the greater the economic inequality within the society.

The Lorenz and Gini indices can be applied either to income or to wealth. Tor
income, the textbook gave as examples America in 1929 and gweden in 1990. Although the
America of 1929 was supposed to have been a time of great prosperity, its high Gini
index of 0.52 indicates that this prosperity was limited to the upper class. By
contrast, in the Socialist Sweden of 1990 the Gini index was only 0.35.

Determining the Lorenz index:for a-past society might present some difficulties.
Rut once the available information had been put in this form, the results could be quite
informative.

This topic is relevant because, every SO often, someone declares that in the past
there existed a society close to pgrfectjon, from which we have sadly decayed. Upon
examination, such a nearly perfect society turns out to be characterized by huge gaps
between the very wealthy and the very poor, and, as a consequence, by miserably low
standards of health care. Enthusiastic conservatives sometimes even wish a return to
the gold standard, either despite or because of the fact that every such society in
history has been characterized by a potentially dangerous division between a handful of
extremely wealthy people, and huge masses in grinding poverty.

In 2000, the New York Daily News surveyed the differences between the New York
City of 1900 and that of 2000. In 1900 the infant death rate here was 135 per 1000 live
births. In 2000 it was less than 7, and has since fallen still further. What "Good 0ld
Days''? _

And this doesn't even take up the question of technology, except that it obviously
plays a role in reducing the Gini index. The opponents of high technology blithely
overlook the fact that, without exception, the economic basis of every pre-technological
society that ever existed was slavery.

*

As might have been expected, Michael "Bloombucks", as he is increasingly being
called, bought his re-election as Mayor of New York City, and now must spend four more
years contending with a City Council whose Democratic majority is 48 to 3. The Conser-
vative candidate for Mayor, Thomas Ognibene, whose views are much closer to those of
Republicans in other parts of the countyy, barely got 1% of the vote. And the Democrats
won some surprising victories in the traditionally Republican suburban counties, and
also retained the governorships of New Jersey and Virginia.

And already people are worried about the congressional and other elections of
2006. Only one Republican candidate wants to challenge Hillary CLyndon for her Senate
seat, and other Republicans are trying to get her to withdraw from the campaign. It
seems that if Jeanine Piro, sometime District Attorney of a suburban county, really
wants to hunt criminals, she can start on the other side of the double bed. It would
have been an interesting campaign - CLyndon's husband has been in the White House, and
Piro's husband has been in the Big House.

But CLyndon's biggest challenge is coming from her own party. Anti-war demonstra-
tors show up at every public appearance she makes. So many Democrats are repelled by
her support for Bush War II that a candidate will run against her in the primary elec—
tion. And even if name recognition wins her the primary, so many anti-war Democrats may
boycott her candidacy that she could very well lose her Senate seat to a Republican non-—
entity. Increasingly, War Democrats are getting their own pro-war statements thrown
back into their faces; see p.5 for details.

*

In the last issue I suggested that we should find out when the birthday of the

anti-war leader Cindy Sheehan is, because it will eventually become a national holiday.

{continued on p. 11)
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DUNGEONS & CHRISTIANS - CLXXXVI

"School boards, legislatures, and evangelists hotly debate the
possible existence of an underlying purpose to nature that...may or
may not exist.

"It seems that humans are hard-wired to yearn for new realms
well beyond the reach of our senses into which we can escape, if only
with our minds." - Lawrence M. Krauss, New York Times, 8 November 2005

The administration of Bush the Son is desperately trying te stir up enthusiasm for
his war, the media are editorializing about what nations the U. 5. armed forces ought to
attack once Iraq is "pacified", the most popular new sport on television is a form of
no-holds-barred mayhem called "cage fighting", and New York Post columnists and commen-
tators on Fox News are urging the torture of suspected "terrorists". So what menace,
allegedly producing a generation of violent chi;dren,‘is being viewed with horror by
politicians? Computer games!

Meanwhile, computer games have a major role in media articles about what will be
given for Christmas. Among them are the frequently condemned games published under the
commen heading "Grand Theft Auto”., Legal cases against these games may be in progress,
but they are unlikely to be successful, based ow previous legal cases claiming that
Various computer games have harmful effects. In particular, compare Pat Pulling's uni-
formly futile legal cases against Dungeons & Dragons (D&D) and other role-playing games
(RPGs).

Indeed, the scare tactics employed against D&D seem to be impressing fewer and
fewer people. 1In the New York Times Magazine of 4 December 2005, Paul Raeburn looks
into attempts to account for teen suicides. Dismissed in the first two paragraphs are
"plenty of theories", including divorce, working mothers, rock music, and prejudice
against homosexuals. And "Some churches blamed the game Dungeons & Dragons, for its
supposed demonic content." After dismissing these allegations, the author got down to
cages, including research that tends to blame depression, substance abuse, and
aggression. D&D is not mentioned again. The teaching of evolution, on which House
Majority Leader Tom Delay (R-TX, of course) blamed the Columbine High School Massacre,
doesn't get mentioned at all.

*

This year there were relatively few Christian complaints about traditional
Hallowe'en customs, and no news reports about "hell houses' designed to scare people
into avoiding things condemned by Christians. Either they have given up on such
activities, or they have been saving their efforts for Christmas. For, incredibly, they
seem to be convinced that the celebration of Christmas is in extreme danger of being
suppressed.

As usual, we are given few details about who is supposed to be doing this suppres-
sing. But the replacement of Christmas greetings by holiday greetings is alleged to be
a symbol of persecution. Not "Atheists" but "liberals” or "secularists" are supposed to
be demanding the abolition of Christmas festivities. Christians are even urging boy-
cotts of stores, including Wal-Mart, which advertise "Holiday Sales" rather than
"Christmas Sales". And these days liberals seem to be chiefly interested, not in
suppressing Christmas, but in keeping up support for the American attempt to conguer
Irag. (See p. 5 for details.)

Since we live in a multi-cultural society, there is no point, financial or
emotional, in limiting our holiday greetings to only one of the holidays that take place
around this time of year. If such propaganda campaigns and boycotts persuade enocugh
public institutions and commercial enterprises to abandon more general holiday greetings
for only "Merry Christmas", it can only persuade many Americans that they are being
marginalized from a society that hitherto has prided itself on its tolerant and
inclusive character. Do Christians really want this?

Even President Bush is not exempted from such criticism. This year, as usual, the
White House sent out cards that wished their recipients not "Merry Christmas" but "Happy
Holidays". Whatever his faults, President Bush is at least aware that he governs a
nation whose citizens celebrate many different holidays. Joseph Farah, editor of the
conservative website <WorldNetDaily.com>, announced that, as soon as he received this
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card, he threw it away. {(Washington Post, as reported in Newsday, 8 December 2005)
This cannot have escaped the President's notice, and may help to persuade him that there
can be no yielding to, or compromise with, Christian fanaticism.

And consider all the non-Christian elements in the conventional Christmas celebra-
tion. Pagans were decorating their homes with greenery in mid-winter long before
Christianity existed. The figure of Santa Claus may be nominally based on a long—dead
Byzantine bishop, but the reindeer, the North Pole workshop, the elves, the delivery of
toys, and the reindeer do not even pretend to come from a Christian tradition. {(To say
nothing of the popular figure of "Mrs. Santa Claus"!) Who Santa Claus really is becomes
clear if you reflect on who was of old supposed to have a big beard and a big appetite,
and to fly through the northern skies in a vehicle drawn by horned beasts.

However, the exclusion of non-Christians from American society is not really the
aim of this Christian campaign. It is simply a money-raising device. Many churches
have in recent years a problem which Spike Milligan once described as being "spiritually
solvent but financially bankrupt". ¢ Announcing a major menace to Christianity has proven
to be a good way of scaring the faithful into sending in money to forfend it.

Once Christmas is past, we may see another revival of a claim which has in the
past proven effective in raising money for televangelists. Once again it will be
claimed that a Scandinavian film pwxducer is making a film which will portray Jesus as
gay. Money will be desperately collected for a variety of purposes — to bribe him into
abandoning this plan, or to mount a campaign to ban the film, or to buy up and destroy
all the prints. Once the preachers have their hands on the money, of course, they will
not give or be asked for an accounting of these funds.

*

"Dungeons & Christians" has been running in my gaming 'zines since 1984, when it
began by reporting John Sapienza's demolition of Pat Pulling's campaign against D&D. It
has since chronicled the continuing campaign by Christian fanatics to ban D&D, other
RPGs, live-action RPGs (LARPs), and collectible card games including Magic: The Gather-
ing, Vampire: The Masquerade, Werewolf: The Apocalypse, and others.

Important sources of information about game-bashers are the Game Manufacturers
Association (GAMA) and the Committee for the Advancement of Role-Playing Games
(CAR-PGa}, "an international network of researchers into all aspects of role-playing
games". This column relies heavily on reports from both of these organizations.

CAR-PGa Newsletter is published monthly by Paul Cardwell Jr., 1127 Cedar, Bonham, TX
75418 at $12.00 a year for domestic, and $13.50 a year for foreign, addresses. It keeps
us posted on attacks on D&D and other RPGs, and provides us with arguments and
strategies to be used against attempts to censor or ban games. It also lists upcoming
gaming conventions. And, when space and time permit, I am going to cite its reports of
the latest such attacks, and hopefully the crushing rebuttals made to them.

By the way, any time I cite a website in this colum, or elsewhere in Graustark, I
am inviting readers who are on the Internet, as I am not, to investigate it and let me
know what is going on there. And CAR-PGa has its own web page: <www . theescapist .com/
carpga.htm>. There is also a CAR-PGa page at members . acl.com/waltonwj/carpga.htm>. And
CAR-PGa has an e-mail discussion group at <egroups.com/group/car-pga>, to which there is
a link on <theescapist.com/car-pga>.

*

In the New York Press of 23 November 2005, Jim Knipfel approached a topic that
lies close to the heart of Christianity, and then carefully backed away from it. He
started by citing several recent scandals about the illicit sale, by funeral homes, of
hody parts for transplants. He then went on to a controversial traveling exhibition
called "Body World", presented by the German anatomist Glinther von Hagens, who presents
carefully preserved and posed corpses as works of art.

Introducing these topics, Knipfel noted that "Corpse desecration for scientific
and technical purposes is a complex and lucrative business. It's also a business that's
been around for centuries. Anatomists, it's guessed, have been robbing graves to obtain
research specimens since at least the 4th century B. C. leonarde Da Vinci was known te
rob the occasional grave in his search for anatomical models...In the early days of the
corpse trade, it was primarily the bodies of recently-executed criminals that were sold

(continued on p. 15)
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Players in a current postal Diplomacy games are indicated by its Boardman Number,
with the initial of the country being played, and with "8" indicating an active stand-by
player. (E. g., "200ZC~R" or "2002D-FS".) Paying subscribers will be indicated by the
number of the issue with which the subscription expires. Other designations are:

N: entrant in a new postal Diplomacy game now being organized in Graustark. (See
p. 6 for details.)

T: trade copy

C: complimentary copy for a gamer

R: complimentary copy for a non-gamer interested in the mystery novel reviews

U: uncomplimentary copy

This directory is accurate to the date of 8 December 2005. Please let me know of
any corrections or additions that need to be made, particularly if you want your nine-
digit ZIP code, phone number, fax number, or @-mail-address added to your listing. This
is particularly important for electronic addresses, which seem to change more frequently
than do postal addresses.

If you are already a Graustark subscriber when you decide to send in a game fee,
then when the game begins, the number of issues_you‘had coming when yvou joined will be
added to your subscription once the game ends.™ After your name in the Directory will
appear some such notation as "2004C0-T+6".

Stephen Agar (T}, 4 Cedar Gardens, Brighton BNL 6YD, ENGLAND; (1273~562430;
<stephen@stephenagar.com>

Hank Alme (2004C), 506 Paige Loop, lLos Alamos, NM 87544; 503-672-0883;
<almehj@alumni.rice.edw

Thom Anderson (R), #5-D, 10 Park Terrace East, New York, NY 10034

Ruth Berman (R), 2809 Drew Avenue South, Minneapolis, MN 55416-4209

John R. Biehl (2004C-R), #8, 11530 84th Avenue, Delta, BC V4C 2M1, CANADA; 604-591-1832;
<jrb@dccnet.com>.

Mark Blackman (C), Apt. 4A, 1745 E. 17th St., Brooklyn, NY 11229

Paul & Meg Bolduc (T), 203 Devon Court, Ft. Walton Beach, FL 32547-3110; 850-863-9081;
<prbolduc@acl.com>; <bolducReglin.af.com>

Anne Braude (R}, 5313 W. Acapulco Lane, Glendale, AZ 85306-3416

Colin Bruce (2004C-T+6), 22 Alliance Court, Hills Avenue, Cambridge CB1 7XE, ENGLAND

Jim Burgess (N, T), 664 Smith St., Providence, RI 02908-4327; 401-351-0287; <bhurgess@
world. std.com>; web page <http://devel.diplom.org/DipPouch/Postal/Zines/TAP/
index.html>

Brian Burley (C), 23 Raynolds Place, Harrison, RJ 0702%

Allan B. Calhamer (C), 501 N. Stone, La Grange Park, IL 60525-5523

Paul Cardwell Jr. (C), 1127 Cedar, Bonham, TX 75418-2913; 903-583-9296

David Charlton (C), 150 The Parade, Island Bay, Wellington 6002, NEW ZEALAND

Columbia Games Inc. (C), P. 0. Box 3457, Blaine, WA 98231

Jim Dapkus (772), W6575 Dakota Ave., Westfield, WI 53964

Jim Dunnigan {C), 328 W. 1Sth St., New York, NY 10011

Paul Evans (T}, 180 Aylsham Dr., Ickenham, Uxbridge, Middlesex UB10 SUF, ENGLAND

Mark Fassio (U), 276 Yates Lane, Pendleton, KY 40055-7751

sue Feder (R}, Historical Mystery Appreciation Society, 3 Goucher Woods Court, Towson,
MD 21286; fax 410-847-9303; <monkshould@home.com>; <http://members.home.net.
/monkshould>

Mike Fisher (780), #2, 43 W. Manheim St., Philadeiphia, PA 19144-2942

Timothy R. Haffey Sr. (T}, 810 53rd Ave., Oakland, CA 94601; 510-536-3513;
<trhaffey@yzhoc.com>

Chris Hassler (T), 2000 S. Armour Court, La Habra, CA 90631; 562-690-7827; fax 562-690-
71827; <chassler@adelphia.com>

Sharon Heap (C), 2876 NY Route 26 South, Vestal, NY 13856

Raymond & Faith Heuer (R), 2nd floor, 9 Beacon Terrace, Keansburg, NJ 07734-1914

Tom Howell (T), 365 Storm King Road, Port Angeles, WA 98363 360-928-9693;
<off-the-shelf@olympus.net>

Harley Jordan {N), 109 Sunnyside Dr., Rochester, NY 14623; 585-475-9832

.l
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qusan Keaveny (R), 1030 Tyrus Court, North Merrick, NY 11566-1035

Paul Koch (2004C-E), 24920 Fairmount Dr., Dearborn, MI 48124; 313-274-6579

Timothy Lane (R}, P. O. Box 37281, Louisville, KY 40233-7281

Robert Lesco {(T), 49 Parkside Drive, Brampton, Ontario L6Y 2H1, CANADA; 905-452-6304;
<rlesco@yahoo. com>

Andy Lischett (20Q2D-FS, Ty, 2402 Ridgeland Ave., Berwyn, IL 60402

Rick Loomis (¢), Flying Buffalo Inc., P. 0. Box 1467, Scottsdale, AZ 85252

Michael Lowrey (C), 6503 Kentucky Derby Drive, Charlotte, NC 28215-6507; 704-569-4269

Joseph T. Major (C), 1409 Christy Ave., Louisville, KY 40204-2040

Harry Manogg {(C), Apt. 608, 108 Kilmarnock St., Bosten, MA 02215

Brad Martin (C), 2/14 Joseph Street, Maylands, 6051, Western Australia, AUSTRALIA;
Westfront@hotmail.com>

Dan Mathias (2004C-G), 509 Bayview Drive, Lusby, MD 20657; 410-326-2568;
<dcmathias@comcast.net>

David Milliams (C), Paideia Schood, 1509 Ponce de Leon Ave., Atlanta, GA 30307

Maggie Montgomery (R}, Apt. 819, 325 W. 45th St., New York, NY 10036

Brendan Mooney (2004C-I), 423 Lenox Ave., Westfield, NJ 07090; 908-654-0527;
<bkmooney@comcast .net>

Michael Neal (2002D-RS, 780), #131—1?§, 4319 Medical Drive, San Antonio, TX 78229;
210-789-2667. <MDNEAL79@hothail.eom>

Albert A. Nofi (C), CNA Corp., Apt. 1605, 4825 Mark Center Drive, Alexandria, VA 22311;
<anofi@aol.com>

Carsten Obst (C), Pechsteinstr. 13, D-24539 Neumiinster, GERMANY

Keith Wm. Oschman (U), Riverside Christian School, Lost Creek, KY 41348

Michael P. Quirk (2002D-GS, N), Apt. 10, 2750 Brittany Terrace, Manhattan, KS 66502;
785-587-0872

Roberta Rogow {R), 1755-A Manor Drive, Irvington, NJ 07111

Karl Schmit (772, N}, 1509 O'Keefe Road, De Pere, WI 54115; 920-338-8402;
<diplomacy@new,rr.com>

Bruce Schneier (C), Counterpane Systems, 101 E. Minnehaha Parkway, Minneapolis, MN 55419

Greg Stafford (C), Chaosium Inc., #423, 895 B Street, Hayward, CA 94541-5107; 510-583-
1000; fax 510-583-1101

Gary Tesser (R), #5-A, 2455 Haring St., Brooklyn, NY 11235

Eric Verheiden (2002D-18, 777}, 1805 ista del Oro, Fullerton, CA 92831-1331;
<everheid@adelphia.net>

Brenton Verploeg (799), 1980 Tigertail Rd., Coconut Grove, FL 33133

Conrad von Metzke (C), 4374 Donald Ave., San Diego, CA 92117-3813; 858-270-8313;
<metskeldsan.rr.com>

Stephen T. Whitmore (C), 350 01d Paper Mill Road, Newark, DE 19711; 302-368-1127

Fred Wiedemeyer (2002D-ES, 2004C-F, N}, Box 92010, Meadowbrook RPO, Edmonton, Alberta
T6T 1N1, CANADA; 780-465-6432; cell 780-497-8283; <wiedem@planet .eon.net>

Don Williams (N), 27505 Artine Dr., Saugus, CA 91350-2193; 661-297-3947;
<dwilliams@fontana.org>

W. Andrew York (777), P. O. Box 201117, austin, TX 78720-1117; <wandrew@compuserve . com>

THE MINISTRY OF MISCELLANY (continued from p. 7}

After all, when Martin Luther King came out against the American attempt to conquer
Vietnam, who would have thought that his birthday would ever hecome & national holiday?
As it turns out, Cindy Sheehan's birthday is already a natiomal holiday - in
France. It is 14 July. For some incomprehensible reason, the American attempt to
conquer Iraq has produced a lot of France-bashing here. No one in Washington seems able
to comprehend what experiences France, and other European nations, may have had that
make them reluctant to go to war.

Nor is this France-bashing merely an expression of patriotic hatred against Iraq.
Consider these words, written in the New York Daily News of 14 April 2002 by Chrig
Matthews:

"fFlor months the op-ed pages of this country's major newspapers have
been occupied daily with...relentless rants for war, calling for phase two
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Or regime change in Irag - or Iran or Syria or Libya or Saudi Arabia or
Egypt...They also hate some countries in Asia, including China, countries
we should get around to fighting once we have overrun and occupied Arabia
and Persia. If you don't think it's this bad, you haven't been reading
the papers."

There are Americans who seem to believe that as soon as Iraqg is suitably "pacified", the
U. S, armed forces will punish not only the nations cited by Matthews but also France.
If you don't think it's this bad, you haven't been associating with Republicans.

*

On Wednesday 1 attended the annual holiday party at Recording for the Bling and
Dyslexic (RFB&D), where I have been reading science textbooks for thirty years come
April. There I met Sandy Prosnitz, who has recently started reading for this valuable
organization. She is the widow of Eugene Prosnitz, an attorney who was one of the first
New Yorkers to get involved in the play of Diglomacz. In the 1960s I attended several
over-the-board games at his home in Brooklyn.

Incidentally, if you would like to get involved in reading textbooks on DVD for
the blind and dyslexic, in whatever subject and at whatever level You can manage, phone
the RFB&D national headquarters at 1-800-803-7201.. If one of their 29 studios is con-
veniently near to you, call it for further infgrmatnon,

As an interesting sideline, it has been fashionable to divide America into YBlue
States" and "Red States™ on the basis of recent presidential elections. Although the
two groups of states are approximately equal in population, there are 19 studios in the
"Blue States" and only 10 in the "Red States". Moreover, five studios are located in
the same towns as five of the eight, allegedly "elitist", Ivy League universities. I
think these data indicate where you are more likely to find people who take social
service and volunteer work seriously,

*

The United States has recently issued a sheet of stamps horioring four prominent
marines. Most history buffs are surprised to learn that the prestige of the U. .
Marines, and those of other nations, is a thing of the 20th century. In previous eras,
marines were not held in high regard.

In John Maddox Roberts' SPQR IX: The Princess and the Pirates, which will be
reviewed in an upcoming issue of Graustark, the author's glossary describes ancient
Roman naval forces. Sailors, including the oarsmen of galleys, were then hiregd
civilians; despite Ben Hur, galley slaves did not come into use until the Middle Ages.
"Marines were soldiers assigned to the ships, usually with lower pay and lesser status
than legionaries." 1In the Age of Sail, marines did engage in combat when necessary, but
were mainly the captain's police force, keeping sailors in line. The consegquent
animosity between sailors and marines has not vet altogether died down. But the
Spanish-American War, and the wars of the 20th century, gave the U. §. Marines their
present status. As to whether it is justified, you should ask any army or navy officer
whose troops have served with marines, preferably in combat.

One remnant of the low status of marines is still with us. The scoffing statement
"Tell it to the marines!" originally was followed by the words ", ..because the sailors
won't believe it." You will still find people who accept this as an accurate descrip-
tion of the intellectual status of marines.

*

In the last issue I asked readers if they could identify America's most influen-
tial conservative publication. It's Spotlight. This weekly has a circulation of over
150,000 ~ larger than National Review, Human Events, Conservative Digest, and Commentary
combined. It was founded in 1974 by Willis Carto, who despite the pretensions of
William F. Buckley is the grand old man of conservative intellectuals in this country.

Never heard of it? You'll find details in James Coates, Armed and Dangerous: The
Rise of the Survivalist Right (1987, Hill & Wang, NY; $18). And don't go looking for
Spotlight on urban newsstands. It circulates by subscription, or in vending machines in
rural regions where conservatism is the prevailing political opinion.

*

(continued on p. 14)

_—— -
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CATS, COMBATS, CHERRIES, AND CHARIOTS

Steven Saylor, A Gladiator Dies Only Once (St. Martin's, NY, 2005; $24) For
reviews of the ten previous books in this "Roma sub Rosa" series, see Graustarks ##605,
628, 634, 655, 663, 671, 701, 714, 747 & 762.

Not all of the adventures of Gordianus the
Finder have been presented in full-length novels, g
Tnis is the second collection of short stories,
most of which were originally published in mystery
magazines. Most of these stories originated in
some minor aspect of Roman history, which the
author decided might be worth a story. For
example, "If a Cyclops Could Vanish in the Blink
of an Eye" is based on the fact that, in’Rome of
the minus-first century, cats were not common.
like almost everything else that originated east
of Greece, they were not altogether trusted. But
Bathesda, then the slave of Gordlaqps, is half-
Egyptian and therefore more used to thém” I was at
once reminded of the description of cats given
some four centuries earlier by the Greek historian
Herodotus, in his account of Egypt. It is odd to
see an animal that we know so well, described as
some strange exotic with peculiar habits.

Novels and especially films have not given us
an accurate picture of ancient Roman gladiators.
Gladiatorial combat, like many other Roman institutions, was originally Etruscan. It
had started out as the human sacrifice of slaves at their master's funeral, but the
bloodshed made them a popular entertainment. In the famous exchange of letters between
the Emperor Trajan and Pliny the Younger, they are praised as keeping up the enthusiasm
for bloody combat which was necessary to keep an empire functicning. (Compare the
recent vogue for "extreme combat", sometimes also called "cage fighting", as American
troops undertake the conquest of Iraq.) But is it likely that a highly and expensively
trained gladiator would be sent to his death in his first public fight? In "A Gladiator
Dies Only Once"”, Saylor gives us a more likely account of gladiatorial combat. For
fuller details, see Fik Meijer's new book The Gladiators, reviewed in the New York Times
of 9 December 2005.

In popular treatments of gladiatorial combat, it is regarded as a Pagan Roman
custom. Indeed, of all cultures only ancient Rome had this custom. Yet so popular are
such tales that they are often imitated in fantasy stories. A hero who travels to
another planet is usually thrown into the arena with ferocious men or beasts for the
amusement of a crowd. (Cf. the first Flash Gordon serial.) And we are seldom told that
after the Christians took over in Rome, they would throw Pagans to the lions.

Several of these stories involve Gordianus' aristocratic but genial friend Lucius
Claudius. The name of this character is an in-group joke that Saylor pulls on his
readers. In his account of the Claudian tribe, which produced three of the early
emperors, Suetonius wrote that no
Claudius was ever given the name
Lucius, because earlier in Rome's
history two prominent criminals
bore the name Lucius Claudius.

We also get a look at a
+ significant but little-known
episode in the history of the
Roman Republic - the nearly
successful attempt of Quintus

YEG. UM TS UNCHRUATINN,
D s mmﬂﬁﬂ”"qgfﬂ' Sertorius to unite Romans and

(o o S ””0 . n Spaniards in a rival Roman
g2 (] Republic, centered in the province

~ YOSEPHWI®
ZIA TN,

IN MANY AMNLIENT CULTURES, SERVANTS

RELAME HUMAN SACRIFICES WHEN

THEIR MASTERS DIED. SOME CTRUSCAN
HAD THE IFCA OF MAKING TWO OF THE SLAYGY
FIEWT TO THE Wi\ﬂl

THE ROMANS BORROWED "'-\ r""‘ F“'
TH$ ETRUSCAN CUSTOM f( J p .
OF GLADIATORS, AND
TURNED IT INTO A
SSIONAL SPORT.
(TULIDS CAESAR WAS
ONG OF THE FIRST
Bi& SPONSORS.)

,.Ptu J 4“1'\

0 WELe 'm-:c

WHY B0 Tusy
KILL us \u‘lt
Dm‘:"

EVENTUALLY. 1T SECMAE & IS FUSINESS, WATH SLAPATORIAL LOMBAT WAS SO POPULAR IN ROMD
HUGE AREMAS AND STAR STATIS FOR TUE BGST THAT IT CONTINUEP WELL INTO THE REIENS
OF TUE CHRISTIAN EMPERORS.

FISHTERS, MUCH TO THE PS6UST OF MORE
CIVILIZED PEOPLE. LiKE THE SREEKS.

. wu CAN™T Tny
BARSARIC ‘f L et
#Nw meE

ks
N ‘@(&




14

of Hispania, and challenging Rome for mastery of the Mediterranean basin.

Minor matters of Roman life are also encountered. We learn how a Roman aristocrat
can get the daily news delivered to his table by the time he rises for breakfast at
noon. And we get the inside details on chariot racing, a sport almost as popular as
gladiatorial combat, and also carrying the risk of death or injury, with the frequent
likelihood that the races might be fixed. There is also a brief account of skullduggery
in the garum business. (Garum was the pickled fish sauce that the Romans apparently
added to everything they ate. Another author has compared it to an odorous Korean sauce
familiar to every American who has traveled to that corner of our empire.)

"Poppy and the Poisoned Cake'" tells of an apparent attempt on the life of Lucius
Gellius Peoplicola, holder of the prestigious office of Censor. It seems that his slave
Chrestus nibbled at a slice of cake intended for his master, and died in agony. {This,
and the rumors that followed, are historical events,) Here we seem to have ancther
little pun which Saylor presents to his readers. '"Chrestos" is Greek for "simpleton",
and reminds us of a satirical question thrown @t Jesuis (Mark 14:61): "Christos ei?"
Possibly this was actually the statement "Chrestos ei!" - "What a simpleton you are!"

In an epilog, Saylor notes that this story "was written at the height of the Clinton
impeachment scandal; hence its cvnical flavor.!

Also in the epilog is an account of how "The Cherries of Lucullus" came to be
written. Cherries, it seems, were probably fiwgt iftroduced to Rome by the general and
epicure Lucius Licinius Tucullus, who returned a conqueror in 66 BCE after a campaign in
Asia Minor and Armenia. After his political enemies forced him out of public affairs,
he devoted himself to high living. As long as the classics dominated higher education,
a sumptuous feast was called "Lucullan".

This proved an embarrassment to Savlor, as he observes in his epilog. In his
first book, set in 80 BCE, Gordianus called Bethesda's lips "like cherries'. This was
emended to "pomegranates'" in a later printing. Saylor may also have to change "A
Gladiator Dies Only Once' if he reads Meijer's The Gladiators. In this story one of the
gladiators fights with net and trident, a thing which may also be geen in the film
Spartacus, set just a few years later. Meijer points out that this style of fighting
did not appear for another sixty vears.

At the end of the book is a chronclogy of all the "Roma sub Rosa' books and short
stories that have thus far been published, from Roman Blood in 80 BCE to The Judgment of
Caesar in 48 BCE, including all the short stories. 8aylor even tells his readers where
they can find a recipe for carum.

THE MINISTRY OF MISCELLANY (continued from p. 12)

American media seem uncertain about what to call the people who continue to shoot
at and bomb U. S. troops in occupied Iraq. In the past, several terms have described
people who attack a foreign army of occupation: "resistance", “"partisans" and
"gquerrillas'" have been used. However, these terms acguired a positive connotation
during World War 1I, when Americans cheered on, assisted, and eventually helped liberate
these fighters. But violent resistance against a foreign army of cccupation is for some
reason no longer in favor, and so the term "insurgents" has been used.

Now even this usage is coming under attack. Secretary of War* Rumsfeld "said the
enemy are not insurgents." (New York Times, 10 November 2005) "This is a group of
people who don't merit the word "insurgency'" He instead suggests the cumbersome term
"enemies of the legitimate Iragi government'”. This makes sense only if you believe that
the Vichy regime was the 'legitimate French government."

Rumsfeld was echoed by Stanley P. Gershbein, a singularly carnivorous columnist
for Brooklyn neighborhood tableids. In the Park Slope Courier of 5 December 2005 he
said that the term "insurgent" makes them sound significant. (Horrors!) He prefers
"terrorist”.

However, this word also presents a problem. No doubt the people of Faluja were
terrorized when their town was destroved a few months ago. I might be willing to

* - "Defense''??? Certainly not. Since the term '"Department of Defense' was
introduced almost sixty years ago, the United States has not fought a defensive war.
The U. S. Army no longer formulates plans to deal with an invasion of the United States.
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consider those responsible for the Faluja Massacre as "terrorists'. Now who do you
suppose they might have been?

*

It is now quite obvicus that very high-raking American officials have established
secret American prisons in foreign countries, where prisoners can be interned and tor-
tured indefinitely with nobody else even knowing, let alone invoking the legal protec-
tions which prisoners have under our constitutiocnal system of justice. Those officials
have been denying the existence of these prisons, but these denials are patent lies.
officials of several European countries have reported the existence of CIA flights which
landed at airfields in those countries, obviously en route to or from those secret
prisons,

Most news reports indicate that those airfields are in Poland or Romania, and that
the CIA may be using former Communist prison camps. But Poland has just joined the
European Union, and Romania hopes to joip in 2007. They would be unlikely to jeopardize
their new status in this manner. Mhile those planes may have landed in those countries,
they may have been en route to others.

1 would suggest giving closer examination to Belarus and Ukraine. Belarus has
been described as "the last Qictatorship in Europe", a distinction which might be
contested by Albania or Hravatska.‘.And,Ukraine was for all practical purposes a
dictatorship until the "orange revolutidh' a few months ago.

However, this all may be a moot point by now. It is rumored that the CIA has
moved all these prisoners to Morocco,

DUNGECONS & CHRISTIANS (continued from p. 9)

for research purposes."

The Christian scriptures inform us that, on the second morning after the execution
and burial of Jesus, some of his female followers visited the tomb that had been donated
for him. (Note that they showed more gumption than did his male followers, who were
probably ail in hiding at the time.) They found that the tomb was empty, and therefore
circulated a widely believed story that he had come back to life and walked ocut. I can
easily believe that they found an empty tomb. But, knowing what we do about the prac-
tices of ancient anatomists, I think we can figure out what had happened to the corpse.

*

I rather doubt that CAR-PGa is the inspiration for another organization that
promotes intellectual games, but it nevertheless exists. It is the International Mind
Sports Association, and it was founded by the Féderation Internationale des Echecs
(FIDE), the World Bridge Federation, the International Go Federation, and the World
Federation of Draught Games. ({(Andy Soltis, New York Post, 10 July 2005) "The goal is
to lobby the International Olympic Committee to schedule a new competition - called an
intellympiad - that would be held every four years, right after the Summer Games O
Winter Games, in the Olympic host city. Another goal is to get the member federations
into the national Olympic committees of each country."

This might be something in which CAR-PGa might want to get involved. Some other
intellectual games have also been subject to the same sort of attacks which have been
aimed at RPGs. Playing cards have been condemned by Christians for centuries, though in
recent years such attacks seem to have died down. And when Chess came to the Muslim
world from the idolaters of India, there were initially religious objections to it.
However, they were eventually stopped when some Muslim prelate claimed that "It cannot
be wrong; it has to do with war.”

This, of course, assumes that mere humans will want to continue playing Chess now
that computers seem to be taking over the game. "A chess tournament pitting three
previous champions of the World Chess Federation against three chess-playing computers
ended with a clear victory for the computers." (New York Times, 26 November 2005) The
final score was computers 8, humans 4. "A similar tournament last year...also ended in
victory for the computers, with a final score of 8% to 3%."

Meanwhile, it seems that there are now such things as professional cybergamers.
(metro, 6 December 2005} Coming up are the CPL Winter Championships (14-18 December in
Dallas), CES 2006 (5-8 January, Las Vegas). A local champion is Jonathan "Fatality"
Wendel, whose favorite game is Quake 3. (And no, I don't know what the initials "CPL"
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and "CES" stand for. metro, a slender daily tabloid distributed free, and worth every
penny, did not take us into its confidence on this matter.)

In addition, some Japanese gamers have taken up a weird sort of professional
RPGaming. Such on-line RPGs as EverQuest allow plavers to transfer characters to one
another. And so, for a quite reasonable fee, Japanese gamers will build up a character
in such a game to a strength where he can hunt dragons with a willow switch, and then
sell him for real-world money, complete with all of that character's rank, experience
points, equipment, and game money.

*

The attempt by the Dover (PA) school board to make "intelligent design" a part of
the public school science curriculum has just come to a sudden end. The Republicans
nominated a slate totally committed to this new form of creationism, and the Democrats
nominated a slate totally committed to teaching evolution. 1In the general election, all
eight seats were won by Democrats. (New York Times, 9 & 10 November 2005) So, even if
the court case brought by the old board is succgssfuly the new board will simply reverse
the decision to impose creationism.

Meanwhile, Newsday colummist Ellis Henican reminded us of the outcome of a
previous battle between science and religion. {4 Novenber 2005) When Galileo announced
that his telescopic discoveries supported Copernicus' theory that the Earth revolves
around the Sun, Father Lazare, rector of the Colgwge ef Dijon, retorted: -"His pretended
discovery vitiates the whole Christian plan of salvation. And the influential Dominican
iriar Tommaso Caccini declared, "Geometry is of the devil...mathematicians should be
banished as the authors of all heresies."

Almost every major advance of science has met with religious objections. The
heliocentric sclar system, the atomic theory of matter, evolution by natural selection,
psychiatry, birth control, artificial and in vitro insemination, and cloning have all
come under religious condemnation. In this conflict, science is on a four hundred year
roll. Do not expect it ever to be reversed.

Not that Christianity isn't trying. For details check Rousas John Rushdoony's
1973 bock Institutes of Biblical Law. This is the starting point of a movement called
"Reconstructionism", which openly admits that its plan ig to establish a Christian dic-
tatorship in America. Rushdoony's son-in-law Gary North explicitly asserts that one of
the Reconstructionists' first actions in power would be to "remove legal access to the
franchise and to civil offices from those who refuse to become communicant members of
Trinitarian churches." For even more horrendous statements of their plans, see the
chapter on Reconstructionism in Chip Berlet (ed.), Eyes Right!: Challenging the Right
Wing Backlash (1995, South End Press, Boston; $17 tpb)
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