The first 'zine for the postal play of Diplomacy, a game of negotiation
and conflict designed by Allan B. Calhamer and published by Hasbro
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Foul Play?

To the Editor:

The review of “*The Chosen,”
by Jerome Karabel (Nov. 6), is
accompanied by a photograph
of George W, Bush playing rug-
by at Yale. As a longtime rug-
by player, I had heard the pres-

ident had played rugby, and
was curious about the type of
player he had been, Section 10 4
of the rughy lawbook states: A
player must not tackle (or try
to tackle) an opponent above
the line of the shoulders. A
tackle around the opponent’s
neck or head Is dangerous

Scr;ving Up America

To the Editor:

In his review of Bernard
Goldberg’s “100 People Who
Are Screwing Up America™
(Aug. 28), Richard Brookhiser

“ RIGHT FoR THAT CLIFF!

1
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makes a welcome and elo-
quent plea for elevated de-
bate. He goes on to say, *“The
challenge of our lifetime is a
religious totalitarian death
cult.”- While it is a relief to see
an intelligent conservative fi-
nally point a finger at the .
Bush administration, I do feel
that Islamic extremists are
part of the problem, too.
PETER ATKINS
Los Angeles

play." The photo shows the fu-
tute president clearly violating
the law for foul play, and tack-
ling another player by the
neck, Although rugby is
considered a rough game, the
laws on foul play are writtento .
protect someone from unneces-
sarily getting hurt, Perhaps
George W. Bush's experiences
at Yale provided the frame-
work for his presidency.

TOM RUBEY
Woodbury, Minn.
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THE 2005 IGNOBEL PRIZES

While the rest of Eurcpe shivers in the winter weather, the annual tourist season
draws thousands to the Four And A Half Kingdoms, high in the Balkan Massif. The
region's hot springs, geysers, fumaroles, and steam vents maintain a warm climate, and
tourists are also attracted to the many festivals which take place at this time of vear.

The first stop on most tours is the Winter Solstice Festival in the ancient
matriarchy of Skandalutz. This orgiastic festivity probably dates from the 0ld Stoned
Age, and features the selection of a new king in the Sacred Lottery, in which the names
of all adult males, Skandals and tourists, are entered. After the Sacred Feast, the
winner is married to the Queen, who is also High Priestess of the Mother Goddess.

This follows the sacrifice of the previous year's king to the Mother Goddess,
after which he is eaten at the Sacred Feast. This does not notably deter male
attendance. As John Lennon said to Janis Joplin at the 1967 Festival, "Only one bloke
gets chosen king, but everyone gets laid!"

Last vear's king was chosen under the name of Abu Musab al-Zargawi, although there
is some doubt as to whether he really is the al-Qaeda leader of that name. The American
Yippie leader Julius Orange, who has been hiding out in the Balkan Massif ever since the
Chicago riots of 1968, claims that several people have been using that neme. When asked
about this in 2004, the king replied, "I am the dread terrorist Abu Musab al-Zarqawi.
Ask about a franchise in your area."

Whatever his actual name, this king was sacrificed on schedule, and made his final
appearance at the Sacred Feast as a pilaf. The new King of Skandalutz is Michael Brown,
formerly director of the U. 8. Federal Emergency Management Agency. Almost as soon as
his name was announced, he received a message from President Bush, proclaiming that
"Brownie would do one heckuva job'" in his new post. The speed of this message led
Julius Orange to declare that "“Everyone knows the Sacred Lottery is fixed," an accusa-
tion that over the centuries has been frequently made but never proven. Later, Orange
cited the events of 998 AD, in which the horse of Pope Formosus II bolted and carried
him over the border just in time for him to be entered in, and to win, that year's
Sacred Lottery.

From there, those tourists still capable of motion went on to the awards of the
Ignobel Prizes in the Salon du Grand-Duc of that elegant Gilded Age hostelry, the Hotel
de Wogastisburg et Metropole in Wogastisburger-Neustadt, capital of the Grand Duchy of
Wogastisburg-Schldmpenbiittel. (This is the "half kingdom'" of the region's popular name,
since it is technically a feudal dependency of the Holy Roman Empire.) As usual, the
five prizes were presented by Aldo Ignobel, grandson of their founder Alfons Ignobel
(1838-1937), the notorious master spy, spy master, smuggler, counterfeiter, currency
manipulator, arms merchant, confidence man, and caterer of coups d'etat. The terms of
his will, which was probated in Wogastisburg-Schldmpenblittel by the Court of Last
Chancery, provides that the prizes are to be awarded annually by a self-perpetuating
seven-member board which must include a descendant of Ignohel and a representative of
the Bank der Sieben Zwergen, which administers the Ignobel fortune. There are present
Aldo Ignobel and the distinguished Zirich gnome Rumpelsoftware. The identities of the
other five members are traditionally kept secret. Two entirely different lists of them
have been given on line, one from the Internet reference site Ickypedia, and the other
from the notorious "conspiracy theory" website <www.bohdan, iknowsomethingyoudon'tknow.
nyaa.nyaa.nyaa.dot.com>,

The 2005 War Prize went to Senator Hillary Clinton (D-NY) for her loyal support of
the American conguest and annexation of Irag, and of the concept of an "Axis of Evil"
which, as Ignobel said, "Can be confidently expected to generate still more profitable
wars." BHe went on to say that "This can be regarded as complementary to the earlier
award of the War Prize to President Bush, since without the loyal support of Democratic
members of Congress he would have been unable to present his war as the unanimous effort
of the entire American people." The award was accepted for her by her colleague Senater
Charles Schumer {D-NY), another faithful supporter of war.

The Espicnage Prize also went to an American, John Negroponte, who was appointed
Director of National Intelligence by President Bush. This, according to his award,

(continued on p. 11)
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2002D "Spring 19C9"
ITALY AND RUSSIA PACK UP AND MOVE ELSEWHERE

ENGLAND (Wiedemeyer): A Mos-Sev; A St.P-Mos; F Bar-St.P(n.c.); FNwy S F Bar-St.P(n.c.);
F Nrg § F Nwy; F Lon holds.

FRANCE (Lischett): A Tvr-Tri; AVen S A Tyr-Tri; A Pie S A Ven; A Apu § A Ven;
F Tus-Rom; F Nap & F Tyr 8§ F Tus-Rom; F _Tun-Ion; A Par holds,

GERMANY {Quirk): A Gal-Ukr; A War 8 A Gal-Ukr; APru & A Liv S A War; F Bot & F Bal S
A Liv; A Boh-Vie.

ITALY (Verheiden): A_Rom-Ven; F Adr S A Rom-Ven; A Tri-Tyr; A Bud S RUSSIAN A Rum-Gal,;
F _Ton-Apu.

RUSSIA {Neal): A Ukr S FNGLISH A Mos-War{sic]; F Eas-Ion; F Aeg S F Eas-Ton; A Vie-Tyr;
A Rum-Gal; A Alb-Tri; A Sev 8 A Ukr.

Underlined moves are not possible. The Italian A Rom is dislodged and annihila-
ted. Ttaly retreats F Ion-Gre and Russia retrests A Ukr-Rum. The deadiine for "Fall
1909" moves is NOON, FRIDAY 3 FEBRUARY 2006.

Michael Neal has sent in a report on a brief return to New Orleans, which will be
printed in the next issue. For Andy Lischett's telephone number see p. 11. For the
reascns why this issue is late, and why it is not presently a good idea to leave your
moves on my answering machine, see the report of 2004C on p. 8. If vou need more time
for the next moves, I can delay the publication of the next issue.

WHEN DO YOU EXPIRE?

The subscriptions of the following readers expire with the indicated issue of
Graustark. This information is valid to the date of 7 January 2006. See p. 6 for
information about extending your subscription or joining a new game.

772 - Jim Dapkus 777 — W. Andrew York 780 — Michael Neal
777 - Eric Verheiden 780 - Mike Fisher 799 - Brenton Verploeg

PLEASE STAND BY

I am willing to take over games that have been abandoned by their gamesmasters.
So if you are a postal gamesmaster who 1s no longer able to publish, or if you are a
plaver in a postal game of regular Diplomacy that has gone for two or three months
without a move being published, please get in touch with the Orphan Games Director,
Michael Lowrev. (See p. 11 for his address.) If the game is to continue in Graustark,
I would need the addresses of all active players, the current position, and a list of
who owns which supply centers. If subscription money can be passed along to me, fine,
Otherwise I will ask players to join a new game in Graustark, or to subscribe to Grau-
stark if thev do not already do so. Players who resign or drop out can be replaced by
Graustark stand-hby plavers.

Stand-by plavers are alwavs needed for postal Diplomacy games in Graustark. If
you volunteer as a stand-by, you may be called upon whenever a current player misses a
move. If you send in moves for that country for the next turn, and the present player
does not, you will take over play of that position. No game fee will be asked, though
vou should keep your subscription current, or enroll in a new Graustark game. No stand-
by will be called upon in a game in which he or she has already piayed.

Stand-by volunteers who are willing to take on additional games of postal Diplo-
macy are listed below. A stand-by plaver who is already playing in a Graustark game is

indicated by "*"., If vou wish your name added to or removed from this list, please let
me know, These data are accurate to the date of 7 January 2006.

Hank Alme Michael Neal® Fred Wiedemeyer#*

John R. Biehl Michael Quirk*

Harlevy Jordan Eric Verhelden*
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PATRIOTISM - XLV

PATRIOTISM is the principal cause of war.

PATRIOTISM is the unmprincipled cause of war.

PATRIOTISM is the Pentagon ceasing to use the term "land mines”. Instead, they are now
being called "networked munitions'". (New York Times, 13 September 2005}

PATRIOTISM is a claim made to Mahmoud Abbas by Bush the Son, that "God directed him to
invade Iraq and Afghanistan." (Newsday, 7 October 2005)

PATRIOTISM is the refusal of Secretary of State Condoleezza Rice to rule out American
military action against Iran. (Al Kamen, Washington FPost, 24 October 2005)

PATRIOTISM is a briefing given by Brig. Gen. ARllison A. Hickey (USAF)} about the need for
upgrading Air National Guard units, using maps that showed U. S. warplanes hitting
targets in an unnamed country just east of the Tigris River and Kuwait. (Ibid.)
In case you don't have an atlas handy, that's Iran.

PATRIOTISM is support of this notion by the USAF, which is upgrading bases in Afghani-
stan, Irag, Qatar, the United Arab Emirates, and Kyrgyzstan, all with Iran in
convenient range. (Eric Schmitt, New York Times, 18 September 2005)

PATRIOTISM is the New Jersey law, dating from the 18th century, that makes it illegal to
try to talk anyone out of enlisting in the U. 8. armed forces.

PATRIOTISM is the reluctance of pecple to try to justify this law.

PATRIOTISM is the New York law, dating from the 20th century, that makes it 1llegal to
issue a driver's license to a member of the Communist Party.

PATRIOTISM is the reluctance of people to try to justify this law.

PATRIOTISM is the secret "Foreign Intelligence Surveillance Court" (FISC), created in
1978 for the purpose of secretly issuing warrants for random federal surveillance
of telephone calls and e-mail, and which in the subsequent 27 years has issued
over 10,000 such warrants and refused only five.

PATRIOTISM is the even more secret Foreign Intelligence Surveillance Court of Review, to
which adverse decisions by the FISC can be appealed, and which has heard only one
case in 27 vears.

PATRIOTISM is the decision by Bush the Son, that he nevertheless has the presidential
power to ignore the FISC and authorize eavesdropping without warrants, and never
mind what that stodgy old Bill of Rights says.

PATRIOTISM is the President of the United States going on the air to announce to the
public that he has committed a crime.

PATRIOTISM is simultanecusly demanding "limited government' and endorsing the unlimited
warrantless wiretapping to which President Bush thinks his presidential powers
entitle him.

PATRIOTISM is testing for "radiation" of unspecified character near over 120 mosques and
other Islamic sites. (James Gordon Meek, New York Daily News, 24 December 2005)

PATRIOTISM is the naive belief that the critical masses of uranium 235 and plutonium 239
have been kept secret. (They are, respectively, 15 kg. [33 lbs.] and 5 kg. {11
1bs.])

PATRIOTISM is the claim by Federal District Court Judge William Skrelny that invasgive
six-hour body searches of American Muslims returning from a conference on
"Reviving the Islamic Spirit" in Toronto are permissible. (New York Times, 23
December 2005)

PATRIOTISM is two Federal Transportation Security Administration baggage screeners at
Kennedy Airport finding credit cards during baggage searches, and going on
shopping sprees with them. (New York Daily News, 15 December 2005}

PATRIOTISM is a secret directive given to the CIA by Bush the Son, authorizing them to
use illegal methods of interrogation. (Nat Hentoff, Village Voice, 14 December

2005)
PATRIOTISM 1s the declaration by conservative columnist Charles Krauthammer, that legal
torture is a "moral necessity". (New York Times, 11 December 2005}

PATRIOTISM is the support of this position by conservative columnist Rich Lowry. (New
York Post, 15 November 2005)

PATRIOTISM is ejecting Lorrie Heasley from a Southwest Airlines plane because she wore a
T-shirt poking fun at Bush the Son, Cheney, and Rice. (New York Times, 9 Oct.2005)

PATRIOTISM is the principal cause of war.
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THE MINISTRY OF MISCELLANY

Today's Terrorism Alert Color Code is Ashen Gray, the color to which President
Bush wishes to reduce the Constitution.

*

Graustark is the Very First bulletin for the postal play of Diplomacy. It is
published every fourth Saturday by John Boardman, 234 East 19th Street, Brooklyn, NY
11226-5302. Diplomacy is a board game of negotiation and conflict for the
period of World War I. It was designed by Allan B. Calhamer and is now This 1is
published by Hasbro. Another new postal Diplomacy game 1S now being

organized in Graustark, at a game fee of $35. (For Canadian and Mexican 0 At
addresses the game fee is $50, and for other foreign addresses it is §100, P Great

or 85 euros in cash.) This game fee includes a subscription to Graustark E Intervals
for as long as the game lasts, whether or not you are eliminated. With R This
your game fee send in a list of the countries you'd like to play, in your A Appears
order of preference, and I'll try to put you as close to the top of that T To

list as I can. If you do not aiready have the postal rules for Diplomacy, I Inflame
which were last published in Graustark #749, let me know when you send in O Optic
vour game fee, and I'll send you a copy. N Nerves

Craustark subscriptions for non-players are 10 issues for 15 for
U. 8. addresses, and $40 or 35 euros for others. Back issues as available # 2118
are 10 issues for $5 for U. S. addresses. To foreign addresses, back
issues have the same price as for foreign subscriptions.

Players who phone in their moves should call me at 718-693-1579. (The other phone
number, which I have printed in previous issues, is no longer valid.} There is an
answering machine which can take your moves if I'm out. I do not have an e-mail
address.

I want to again remind players that the U. §. Postal "Service" is not capable of
reliabiy getting mail here in less than a week. Please take this into account in
sending in your moves. If, a few times, your moves have arrived here by mail in less
than a week, do not assume that this will always be the case.

*

Graustark readers who are interested in postal games which don't run here, are
invited to write to the publishers of 'zines with which I trade, and ask what game
openings they have. For their addresses, see all the readers indicated by "(T)" for
"trade" in the Graustark Directory on pp. 10-11. Several of these publishers run a wide

variety of postal games.
*

Dear Diary: i The new postal rates are now effective. They apply only to
eaving my office one afterncon, | . . . .
was in the ioboy and looked seross.. domestic rates; rates for foreign mail are set by a different

the street, where 1 was headed with a

ctter. To my shock, the famitiar . Process. The first ounce of first-class mail will be 39c, and each

Eﬁﬁﬁﬁ&ﬁﬁﬁ:ﬁiﬂﬁLm“ additiqnal ounce will pe 24c. Postcar@s gill bg 24;, plus 2c for
n%x?ﬁ&ﬁﬁggﬁgibmnM'"‘ pre-paid cards. The flrgt pound of prlquty mail will be $4.05.
alot ol tradble wits thebax andhaee  (Where do they come up with these peculiar numbers?)
‘%ﬂ:ﬁﬁg%ﬂmmmrl“Md* For further information on the new rates, log on to

He said, "People keep filing it <USPS.com/ratecase> or ask at your post office about subscribing to

opt Bert Blamberg  their publication Mailer's Companion.

(With thanks to Andy York for this information.)
*

The big gaming convention Origins 2006 will take place, as usual, in the conven-
tion center at Columbus, Ohio on the weekend of 29 June-2 July 2006. Membership is $40
per person from Games Manufacturers Association, Suite 230, 280 North High Street,
Columbus, OH 4321i5. The telephone number for reservations at the adjoining Hyatt
Regency Columbus is 614-463-1234. I expect to attend, along with my son-in-law Dean
Wright and as many grandsons as can clear time from summer jobs to drive there with us.

*
A new game shop opened two weeks ago in Meredith, NH, as I learned while visiting

Ed Melkys, a friend of over forty years standing, who lives in nearby Center Harbor.
The shop is called Geeks and Gamers, and is located at 14 Main Street, Meredith, NH
03253. The telephone number is 603-279-9055, and the e-mail address is



<www.geeksandgamers.online. com>.

Readers located conveniently to upper New Encland might want to lock in on Geeks
and Gamers. It stocks comic books as well as games, and has tables for in-store games.
They have collectible card games as well as new board games. The staff is very outgoing
and helpful.

*

Shortage of space and time requires a postponement of the "Dungeons & Christians"
column to the next issue, by which time I hope to get caught up on information provided
by Paul Cardwell Jr. and other writers in CAR-PGa Newsletter, published monthly by
Cardwell, 1127 Cedar, Bonham, TX 75418 at $12.00 a year for domestic, and $13.50 a vear
for foreign, addresses. It keeps us posted on attacks on Dungeons & Dragons, other
role-playing games, and collectible card games, most of which are grounded in wacky
interpretations of Christian dectrine.

Meanwhile, the creationists of Pover, PA, have suffered a crushing defeat both in
court and at the polls. They dominated the local school board, and with the encourage-
ment of Fundamentalist Christians across the country had voted to include allegedly
rival theories to evolution by natural selection in the curriculum. They were ready to
fight any test case bought in court against this notion by scientists.

Then elections took place, and all eight anti-evolution Republicans were replaced
by Democrats who vowed to throw out this notion. This was quickly followed by a court
decision that firmly ejected the essentially religious notion of "intelligent design”
from the school curriculum in Dover. The new school board voted not to appeal this very
sensibly written decision, and to eliminate "intelligent design” from the curriculum.
The judge's decision eloquently described the distinction between science and religion,
and connected "intelligent design" to the openly religious notion of 'natural theology"
proposed two centuries ago by a Church of England theologian. His decision also noted
that the proponents of "intelligent design" did not intend to ensure "fairness' hetween
two allegedly equally valid theories of human corigins, but to teach Christian doctrines
in the public schools, and that these proponents had lied about their intentions.

Needless to say, some Christian were furious. Rev. Pat Robertson, fresh from his
comic-opera attempt to incite the assassination of the President of Venezuela, grumbled
that if a natural disaster hits Dover, its residents might try calling on Darwin rather
than Jesus for help.

Now the struggle shifts to Kansas. In 1999, a conservative majority on the state
school board voted to teach creationism in that state's public schools. In 2000 this
plan was endorsed by George W. Bush, Al Gore, and every other candidate for the presi-
dential nomination of either party except for Senator Bradley (D-IL). But later that
vear, the people of Kansas voted that conservative majority out of office.

The creationists got back in in 2005, and '"made Kansas the most aggressive
challenger to evolution in the nation, by adopting standards that recdefined science
itself so that it is not explicitly limited to natural explanations." (New York Times,
1 January 2006) But, as Arkansas discovered a quarter century earlier, this not only
makes the state a national laucghinostock, but also hampers efforts te attract computer
programmers and other high-tech specialists to work in a state where their children will
be taught biology out of Genesis. And major universities would be unlikely to admit
students who present Kansas high school diplomas which signify that they are not
equipped to deal with science.

However, it will not come to this. Kansas's openly religious definition of
"science" will cause courts to reject this new curriculum, citing without further ado
the well-known U. S. Supreme Court decision in Fpperson v. Arkansas. Some Christians
will persist in their belief that evolution by natural selection has been foisted on the
educational system by a sinister little conspiracy of atheistic scientists, instead of
being the fundamental organizing principle of the biological sciences, which are
incomprehensible without it. But they will have no more influence than the people who
claim that the Earth is flat, and that the whole space program is a governmental hoax.

Indeed, there are so many rival religious theories of creation, all of them un-
provable assertions, that they have been made the base of parody. There is an interret
joke about a "flying spaghetti monster" which created the universe, and this is no more

(continued on p. 9)




2004C "Fall 1905"
ITALY AND RUSSIA FIGHT GERMANY; EZNGLAND FIGHTS DESTINY

This past week I have discovered a problem with my answering machine. It will
take messages, but will not vield them up. At the time T discovered this, the moves of
several players were not yet in. So I telephoned or wrote to them, and eventually got
moves for everyone.

The telephone number given by John R. Biehl, and printed on p. 10 of this issue,
is no longer in service. He reports that his new number is a cell phone, 604-816-04£0.

Until further notice, plavers should not leave messages on my answering machine.

f a live person is not available to take down your orders, call back later, preferably
;1 the evening. My home phone number remains 718-693-1579.

ENGLAND (Koch}: F Iri-Liv.

FRANCE (Wiedemeyer): A_Lon-Edi; A Pic holds; F Eng-Mid; E NAf-Tun; F Wes-Tvr; A Mar-Spa;
CERMANY (Mathias): A Edi-Liv; A Nwy-S5t.P: Z_Nth C FRENCH A Lon-FEdi; F Bar § A Nwy-5t.P;

A Boh--Gal; A Vie-Tyr; A _Sil-War; A Hol-Kie; A Mun S A Vie-Tyr; A Pru S A Sil-VWar.

ITALY (Mooney): A Tri-Vie; A Bud 3 A Tri-Vie; A_Tyr-Bch; F Apu-Nap; F Tun holds; F Ion &
F Tun; A Ven-Pie.

RUSSIA (Biehl): A Rum S A Gal; F Bla-Con; A Ukr-War; A Mos S A Ukr-War; A _Gal S ITALIAN
A Bud-Vie[sic].

TURKEY (Bruce): F_Aeg-Con; A Con-Bul; E _Ank=Bla; A Gre S A Con-Bul.

Underlined moves are not possible. Italy retreats A Vie-Tvr. The High Combatant

Powars now control the following supply centers:

ENGLAND: Liv. (1)

FRANCE: Bel, Bre, Lon, Mar, Par, Por, Spa. (7)

GERMANY: Ber, Den, Edi, Heol, Kie, Mun, Nwy, St.P, Swe. (9)

ITALY: Bud, Nep, Rom, Ber, Tri, Tun, Ven, Vie. (8)

RUSSIA: Mos, Rum, Sev, War. (4)

TURKEY: Ank, Bul, Con, Gre, Smy. (5)

Italy and Turkey may each build one unit, and Germany and Russia must each remove one.
The deadline for these "Winter 1905" orders is NOCN, FRIDAY 3 FEBRUARY 2006. If vou
neaed more time, I can delay the publication of the next issue.

BERLIN (AP): The Kaiser has returned to Berlin, missing the annual Oktoherfest in
Heidelberg. Rurors reached the Kaiser that various special desserts were being sent to
Him by some of His neighboring monarchs, so He eagerly returned to have a ham sandwich
and await them.

MUNICH PALACE KITCHEN: "Who sent all this caviar, tuna, and sardines? Everyche
knows that the Kaiser is sick of seafood. No wonder He left for Rerlin. We must find
these Yaks, To entice Him back. Send out the Black Guard, to search for them. And
somecne recall the Head Chef. The Peope sent his own emissaries to receive the recipe
for Pasties."

ROMA TEMPORARIA (URRP): Fabulus Flavorus, Chief Chef to Emperor Glutunus VI,
announced that he was sending to the German Kaiser ten pounds of, and the recipe for,
the pepular Roman pickled fish sauce garum. "It goes well on everything, even pasties,”
he said.

ANAKHIT, SKANDALUTZ (URRP}: Gertrude Greatgirth, the Queen's personal chef, today
announced that the Kaiser of Germany would soon receive a shipment of Dinichthys caviar,

the world's rarest, from a fish found only in Loch Mess. '"We believe this fish is
extinct everywhere else,” she told the press. '"The rarity of this caviar is due to the
dangers in procuring it." The Dinichthys is believed by some cryptozoologists to be the

reality behind the rumors about a Lech Mess monster.
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provable or disprovable than the two accounts of "creation'" in Genesis. (Yes, two. One
begins in Genesis 1:1, and the other in Genesis 2:4. Obviously, two separate stories
were conflated.} My own remote ancestors worked cut something even more wacky.
Allegedly three brothers killed and butchered a glant, and built the world out of his
fragments. They had it all carefully worked ocut. The giant's flesh became the soil,
his bones became the rocks, his blood hecame the waters, his hair became vegetation, his
skull became the sky, his brains became the clouds, heaven was built on his eyebrows,
and the maggots in his flesh became dwarfs. Any teacher who 1s required to teach
“creation science'" can start the class on this one.

(Where did the giant and his killers come from? Where did the bible's god come
from? Ain't logic wonderful?)

*

Apparently it was not until the day before the new postal rates become effective
that any newspapers printed pictures of the new 39c¢ gtamp. But the numerical value of
39c is net printed on the stamp, which is labeled only "First Class Mail". This stamp
should therefore not be used on mail directed outside the United States. The Universal
Postzal Union has this pettifogging regulation that only stamps denominated with Arabic
numerals are valid for use in the internaticnal mails.

w

I had originally intended to print in this issue my review of John Maddox Roberts'
SPQR IX: The Princess and the Pirates, the ninth book in his SPOR series of the detec-
tive adventures of Senator Decius Caecilius Metellus Junior (b. 90 BCE). However it got
crowded out by the anmual report of the award of the Ignobel Prizes, and the time
pressure under which this issue was prepared. It will appear in the next issue.

And there seems to be a problem in the numbering or chronology of the hooks in
this series, possibly arising from the fact that its more recent books were printed in
German translation by Goldmann before the original English editions appeared from St.
Martin's Press. For example, SPQOR VIII, set in 53 BCE, was Die Rache der Fluldgdtter in
German and The River God's Vengeance in the coriginal English. (It was reviewed in
Graustark #7562, with a query about why the German translator had turned the river god
from singular to plural.) But the next German translations were listed as:

SPQR IX: In Namens Caesar ("In the Name of Caesar")

SPOR X: Die Schiffe der Klecpatra ("The Ships of Cleopatra')

SPOR XT: Mord am Vesuv ("Murder at Vesuvius")

(These Fnglish re~translations of the titles are mv own. I am not at present certain
what the original English titles are.)

However, the latest book in this series to be published in Bnglish is SPOR IX: The
Princess and the Pirates {2005}, set in 51 BCE. At a guess, this is the book published
in German as SPQR X: Die Schiffe der Kleopatra. What became of In the Name of Caesar 1
do not at present know.

K

And, while we're on the topic, it has been almost three vears since I last pub-
lished, in Graustark #746, a bibliography of crime novels with historical settings. I
plan to update this biblicgraphy in the near future, probably in May for the 43rd
ammiversary issue. Readers who know of such novels which may have escaped my attention
are invited to send in bibliographic informaticon about these books. Readers are also
invited to send in their own reviews of such bocks.

*

Some time ago I cited some cases of people presenting "million-dollar bills" for
purchases or currency exchange. I have just discovered where these alleged bills came
from. They are advertisements, printed in Reisterstown, MD, whose fronts bear a strong
resemblance to U. S. currency but carry tiny print asserting that "This note is not
legal tender for any debt, public or private". They depict the Statue of Liberty, which
does not appear on any real U. S, currency., What is superficially a Federal Reserve
Bank seal actually reads "Reisterstown Millionaires Group'", and the green =seal reads not
"The Department of the Treasury" but "The Department of Big Bucks'". But those pitchmen

{continued on p, 12)
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Players in a current postal Diplomacy games are indicated by its Boardman Number,
with *he initial of the country being played, and with "S" indicating an active stand-by
plaver. {E. g., "2002C~R" or "2002D-FS".) Paying subscribers will be indicated by the
number of the issue with which the subscription expires. Other designations are:

N: entrant in a new postal Diplomacy game now being organized in Graustark. (See
p. 6 for details.)

T: trade copy

C: complimentary copy for a gamer

R: complimentary ccpy for a non-gamer interested in the mystery novel reviews

U: unceomplimentary copy

This directory is accurate to the date of 6 January 2006. Please let me know of
any corrections or additions that need to be made, particularly if you want your nine-
digit ZIP code, phone number, fax rnumber, or e-mail address added to your listing. This
is particularly important for electronic addresses, which seem to change more frequently
than do postal addresses.

If you are already a Graustark subscriber when you decide to send in a game fee,
then when the game begins, the number of issues vou had coming when you joined will be
added to vour subscription once the game ends. After your name in the Directory will
appear some such notation as "2004C-T+6'".

Stephen Agar (T), 4 Cedar Gardens, Brighton BN1 6YD, ENGLAND; 01273-562430;
¢stephen@stephenagar . com?

Hank Alme (2004C), 506 Paige Loop, Los Alamos, NM 37544; 503-672-0883;
<almehj@alumni.rice.eduw>

Thom Anderson (R), #5-D, 10 Park Terrace East, New York, NY 10034

RPuth Rerman (R), 2809 Drew Avenue South, Minneapolis, MN 55416-4209

John R. Biehl {2004C-R), #8, 11530 84th Avenue, Delta, BC V4C 2M1, CANADA; 604-591-183Z;
<jrb@dccnet.com>.

Mark Blackman (C), Apt. 4A, 1745 E. 17th St., Brooklyn, NY 11229

Paul & Meg Bolduc (T), 203 Devon Court, Ft. Walten Beach, FL 32547-3110; 850-863-9081;
<prbolduc@aol.com>; <bolducfeglin.af.com>

Anne Braude (R}, 5313 W. Acapulco Lane, Glendale, AZ 85306-3416

Colin Bruce (2004C-T+6), 22 Alliance Court, Hills Avenue, Cambridge CBl 7XE, ENGLAND

Jim Burgess (N, T), 664 Smith St., Providence, RI 02908-4327; 401-351-0287; <burgess@
world. std.com>; web page <http://devel.diplom.org/DipPouch/Postal/Zines/TAP/
index.html>

Brian Buriey (C), 23 Ravnolds Place, Harrison, NJ 07029

Allan B. Calhamer (C), 501 N. Stone, La Grange Park, IL 60525-5523

Paul Cardwell Jr. (C), 1127 Cedar, Bonham, TX 75418-2913; 903-583-9296

David Charliton (C), 150 The Parade, Island Bay, Wellington 6002, NEW ZEALAND

Columbia Games Inc. {C), P. O. Box 3457, Blaine, WA 98231

Jim Dapkus (772), W65375 Dakota Ave., Westfield, WI 53964

Jim Dunnigan (C), 328 W. 19th St., New York, NY 10011

Paul Evans {T), 180 Aylsham Dr., Ickenham, Uxbridge, Middlesex UB10 8UF, ENGLAND

Mark Fassio (U), 276 Yates Lane, Pendleton, KY 40055-7751

Sue Feder (R}, Historical Mystery Appreciation Society, 3 Goucher Woods Court, Towson,
MD 21286: fax 410-847-9303; <monkshould@home.com>; <http://members.home.net.
/monkshould>

Mike Fisher (780), #2, 43 W. Manheim St., Philadelphia, PA 19144--2942

Timothy R. Haffey Sr. (T), 810 53rd Ave., Oakland, CA 94601; 510-536-3513;
<trhaffey@yahoo.com>

Chris Hassler (T), 2000 S. Armour Court, La Habra, CA 90631; 562-690-7827; fax 562-6%0-
7827; <chassleradelphia.com>

Sharon Feap (), 2876 NY Route 26 South, Vestal, NY 13856

Raymond & Faith Heuer (R), 2nd floor, 9 Beacon Terrace, Keansburg, NJ 07734-1914

Tom Howell (T}, 365 Storm King Road, Port Angeles, WA 98363; 360-928-9698;
<off-the-shelf@olympus.net>

Harley Jordan (N), 109 Sunnyside Dr., Rochester, NY 14623; 585-475-9832
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Susan Keaveny (R), 1030 Tyrus Court, North Merrick, NY 11566-1035

Paul Koch (2004C-E), 24920 Fairmount Dr., Dearborn, MI 48124; 313-274-6579

Timothy Lane (R), P. 0. Box 37281, Louisville, KY 40233-7281

Robert Lesco (T), 49 Parkside Drive, Brampton, Ontario I6Y Z2H1, CANADA; 905-452-6304;
<rlescofyahoo.com>

Andy Lischett (2002D-FS, T), 2402 Ridgeland Ave., Berwyn, IL 60402; 708-788-1507

Rick Loomis (C}, Flying Buffalo Inc., P. O. Box 1467, Scottsdale, AZ 85252

Michael Lowrey (C), 6903 Kentucky Derby Drive, Charlotte, NC 28215-6507; 704~569-4269

Joseph T. Major (C), 1409 Christy Ave., Louisville, KY 40204-2040

Harry Manogg (C), Apt. 608, 108 Kilmarnock St., Boston, MA 02215

Brad Martin (C), 2/14 Joseph Street, Maylands, 6051, Western Australia, AUSTRALIA:
<Westfront@hotmail.com>

Dan Mathias (2004C-G), 509 Bayview Drive, Lusby, MD 20657; 410-326-2568;
<dcmathias@comcast .net>

David Milliams (C), Paideia School, 1509 Ponce de Leon Ave., Atlanta, GA 30307

Maggie Montgomery (R), Apt. 819, 325 W. 45th St., New York, NY 10036

Brendan Mooney (2004C-I), 423 Lenox Ave., Westfield, NJ 07090; 908-654-0527;
<bkmconeyl@comcast . net>

Michael Neal (2002D-RS, 780), #131-17%, 4319 Madical Drive, San Antonio, TX 78226;
210-789-2667. <MDNEAL79@hotmall.com>

Albert A. Nofi (C), CNA Corp., Apt. 1605, 4825 Mark Center Drive, Alexandria, VA 22311;
<anofi@aol.com>

Carsten Obst (C), Pechsteinstr. 13, D-24539 Neumiinster, GERMANY

Keith Wm. Oschman (U), Riverside Christian School, Lost Creek, KY 41348

Michael P. Quirk (2002D-GS, N), Apt. 10, 2750 Brittany Terrace, Manhattan, KS 66502;
785-587-0872

Roberta Rogow (R), 1755-A Manor Drive, Irvington, NJ 07111

Karl Schmit (772, N), 1509 O'Keefe Road, De Pere, WI 54115; 920-338-8402;
<diplomacy@new.rr.com>

Bruce Schneier (C), Counterpane Systems, 101 E. Minnehaha Parkway, Minneapolis, MN 55419

Greg Stafford (C), Chaosium Inc., #423, 895 B Street, Bayward, CA 94541-5107; 510-583-
1000; fax 510-583-1101

Gary Tesser (R), #5-A, 2455 Haring St., Brooklyn, NY 11235

Eric Verheiden (2002D-18, 777), 1805 Vista del Oro, Fullerton, CA 92831-1331;
<everheid@adelphia.net>

Brenton Verploeg (799}, 198C Tigertail Rd., Coconut Grove, FL 33133

Conrad von Metzke (C), 4374 Donald Ave., San Diego, CA 92117-3813; 858-270-8313;
<metske@san.rr.com>

Stephen T. Whitmore (C), 350 0ld Paper Mill Road, Newark, DE 19711; 302-368-1127

Fred Wiedemeyer (2002D-ES, 2004C-F, N), Box 92010, Meadowbrock RPO, Edmonton, Alberta
T6T 1N1, CANADA; 780-465-6432; cell 780-497-8283; <wiedem@planet.eon.netd>

Don Williams (N}, 27505 Artine Dr., Saugus, CA 91350-2193; 661-297-3947;
<dwilliams@fontana.org>

W. Andrew York (777), P. O. Box 201117, Austin, TX 78720-1117; <wandrew@compuserve.com>

THE 2005 IGNOREL PRIZES {(continued from p. 3}

makes him "the most powerful chief of espionage ever in the history of a nominally
'democratic' country, with complete control not only over espionage operaticns of all
his nation's agencies but also over which of their findings reach the President."

Later, allegations of Negroponte's complete control were challenged by spokesmen for the
Federal Bureau of Investigation, the espionage agencies of each of the U. S. armed
forces, Section 10-10 of NASA, and the National Security Agency, whose official spokes-
man denied that any such agency exists. The award was accepted for Negroponte by George
Tenet, who had won it in 2004,

The Genocide Prize went to Representative Tom Tancredo, who recently managed over-
whelming approval in the House of Representatives of a bill to round up, arrest, and
deport an estimated 11 to 20 million undocumented aliens in the United States, but
without specifying who is going to do this. The award was accepted for him by Noh
Ran-du, Third Assistant Graffiti Remover of the Great Wall of China. Comrade Noh
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expressed his appreciation for Representative Tancredo's understanding cf China's
historic immigration policy, but ventured doubt that, a thousand years from now,
tourists would come from all over the world to see the Great Wall of America.

The prize for Provocation, in the sense of the French term agent provocateur, went
to General Paul Bremer, former U. 8. military governor of Irag and winner of the 2003
War Prize. General Bremer recently stated that America cannot keep order in Irag with
fewer than 500,000 troops on the ground. Such numbers could be obtained oniy with
military conscription, which would proveke resistance so strong that President Bush will
feel justified in canceling those civil liberties that have thus far escaped his
attention, preducing a very profitable civil war in America.

The prize for Military Science usually goss to the invention of a radical new
weapon of war. This year, however, it was awarded to U. S. Secretary of War Donald H.
rumsfeld as the source and inspiration of orders authorizing the use of a very old
weapon, torture, in interrogating prisoners of war and suspected terrorists in America.
"This radical restoration of a practice formerly held in disfaver, if not actually
barned, in the traditions of Anglo-Saxon law,'" Ignobel proclaimed, "is a credit to the
ingenuity of the high office-holders of the Bush Administration, and a blew tc those
who are so foolish as to believe that a nation can allow civil liberties and still be
covernad efficiently.”

The next stop on the winter tourist itinerary in the Four And A Half xingdoms was
the annual Circus Bowl game in Roma Temporaria, traditionally held in the Circus
Minimus, the only Reman arena still in use. This year's score was Lions 10, Christians
1. The only Christian score was made by Rev. Pat Robertson, who called down a curse on
one of the Lions, causing it to suffer a fatal stroke, and deluging the arena with seven
inches of rain in 35 minutes, a downpour later named "Hurricane Anne" for Anne Coulter.

The last and newest event was a rock concert in the Kingdom of Pundschruk, tradi-
ticnal since the monarchy was resteored during a riot at a rock concert in 2001, As
ustal, King Otto VIII performed on lead guitar. Before the restoration, he had been
notorious as a computer hacker, virug designer, and leader of the rock group Your
Motherboard Wears Army Reboots. Other, still exiled, rovals were also among the
performers. This year, five exiled and probably illegitimate Stuarts, performing as
"The Young Pretenders', won riotous applause with a rap version of "Charlie Is My
(Expletive Deleted] Darling".

THE MINISTRY OF MISCELLANY (continued from p. 9)

in Reisterstown are just pikers. A new children's book, Mr. Chickee's Funny Money by
Christopher Paul Curtis, features an annoying genius child who discovers a 'one quadril-
lion dollar bill", a "genuine" currency ncte "accidentally slipped into circulation'.
The author's inspiration was probably the $100,000 bill, which is used for transactions
among Federal Reserve Banks but not in general circulation. However, one quadrallion
doilars is approximately the value of the entire united States and everything in it.
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