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SACHIVIS LISTINS

Archives Tigtin~< 1o, 12 will not cpnear until llcosier uronlveu 7l o thct
the last article. in ‘usene Pr osnitzts Chrec-~orticle sericd cin annesr corplete
in this iscuc,.

CUT ¢ THD ARCHIVES

In this issue, the third article of uﬁene Trosntitzts three-crticle aseries
annears with his wermission. This series is hlao rehrinc ed with the vcerrdssion

~of John Boardnon, wno first published the series in Groustark 128-130,
Jeginning on 15 ilay 1967,

GORRESPONIILIICH I POSTAL PLAY
by Lugene Prosnitz
A8 a vetersn of ovar-the-board nlay who has Just recently "discovared"
the postnl #ame, I have found that the vast differences in comnunication crecte
a tremendo il

Ll
ns disnarity betireen the t.o ;ames, not 3o nueh i the taoetical
area, but in the snhzre of nejotiations and allionees.

In our Olei 2l ovar-the~bocrd Froun (Uundortuncitely welatively unactive
at present) toere ras constunt nerotiation and 3oc;oviz' Zox oounery and bettar
desl. Allzgnceu Zreaucntly shifted {1 order to maintain tie balance of nower,
and peonle wWho uld not hnve good allies, or any cllies, weras constintly nejo-
tiating in on e2dfont to breask ’1.*"1Cﬂ 1, and Srzouvently succeadiiing. 3V con-
tirast, thﬁ 30““31 cone muen nore often results in two allies crushins a third
country, Fith no racli moents, md little nesotiation (erezpt on the question
of joint t-ctl 2l MENcUVers) until the cnemy is cormletely oblitecrated,

CZ course, if you wish to play an "honest" —ome, or ot lenst have rneonle
thinl: you orc trLuLvonLa' it is nore o¢ﬁjlca1 to chante cides 1n the n~ostal
cate, At leost in over-hao-baﬂrﬂ nlhv vou can do so openly, i.e., the other
players seo wion you are folivdns rith,

v mrineinal eriticism of le,CLJ‘ nostal Jinlomacy stratedy is the
feelinz that most nlovaers r»e not D’“’" enouTh--are not doin enoush mnello-
tiatiny, ‘fo ny v of thinking tnisc is a shawe, as to ne the bost part of

~the ‘ane is the dinlomatic element; this is the ubdxtionzl zlement which dis-
cintuighas Dinloncey Zrom othiny ar TETRS,. The dinloantic element siould be

esnecially imvsertant in sest:l wlay, where tocticcd giill counis Jor less,
because sithh To weel:s to plan o set of mwoves (as contrrsited wita ten ninutes)
there are Zewer tocticsol blunders (or at lecst there should be) and the fuctor
of tactic:l 5:11l tends to level off,
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Another moint: In & feme where Iy Itcaly, Zn7l md is being crushed brr
France snd Sernony.  In arother fame, where I'm Cermany, .ustric is beins
attoacked by hoth Zussia and Mirkey. In 1cltde: same have I rececived a exll

asor help Zron these countries., ot that I wrould have been lilely to double-
.ross ny allios or friendly neutrals, bhut the point it, voi Lose nothinyg by
issuins n ¢all for heln, There are other exannles besides the tiro I've cited
here,

Cne of my biszest «ripes is when I make a request of an ally or neutr:l,
and he comnlies with the reauest but doesn't let me 'mov 1if hetll do so. liany
plaryers aor, 'Nhy do I nawe to ocnswer his latter; my woves will sneals for
themselves, ! flowrever, this oftzn crectes auite - nzoolem Zor the waler of the
offer, 2 nroblem wfiich can best be analysed by dividins these situctions into
two cctarories.

The first cntezory ccnsists of situations in which the offzrer's moves
are doubtiul, cnd nay very denending on the offercet’s responsc. Jor enammle,
as Italy I had on oy in Piednont when 2 new Yovernaent tool: over france.
This dev-lopment, oceourring sinultancously with o sncak attac: from ousteia,
made an Ttullhn--ﬂeﬂch allicnce desirable, I imrite Fronce, ofdfering to retreat
from Fiedmont in return for & non-~afression nact, with other terns indetail.
France ﬂccebteu, put did not do so uvntil afte:r the woves were in, &t the
same tize, he left Iarseillcs undedlended. 1y =oint is, having not heard from
France Dy the move decdline, I feel it would have been ful1y Jjuctified, and
not to bz considecred a double-cross, for me to hove talen larseilles, (OF
course it would have beecn umrrise, ~nd rerinns Frznee, o good nlaver, realiczed
I knew this »~nd Irlt - ranly was unnhecessary.)

The other catevory involves situations where the offerer's nwoves ar
unaZfected by tha othzr narty's res POﬂuea. Jor emamnle, as Germany I woved
F Hie~Hol ond A Bor-ilde in "3oring 1201, Then 1 wrote Lnzland, writh whon

~relations were in a state of _luy, a7ing thoat on Snglish zttack on Denmark
rould be ensidered an act of war. In this case 1 dldn‘t need a reply, o5 it
was comletely obvicus that I was <oingz to wmove .. Kie-Den in "Fall 1911“
irresnective of ‘nyland's »laons.

“ven here, however, 1 feel it is desirable to enswer, 235 the nerson rho
does nnt recocive an answer moy internret silence For hostility (c nec1allv if
the alliznce has not vet besen solidly established) and mzy desive zn alterncte
stratesy, inclualng a planned attaci: on the country to whom he made the
oricinal offer.

Along these lines, it is often advisable to tell a friendly neutiral what
your next moves will be, 1f it is simnly a metter of reassuring him by telliny
him thot vou are moving in another direction. (JFor exxample, Fronce tells
Italy he's mov11: 7 3pa (s.c,-Iid. However, bewvare of informiny other olovers
of the moves of picees actually eﬂﬁﬂﬂed in battle unless your allies nced the
information to »lan their own moves; why visl: that someone will double-crozs
you and tin your noves to the enemv.

48 for corres»ondence 2ot the berinning of the game, the subiecet of the
recent Calhamer artiecle in Graustari: 700: I disasree with Galhaner's muiti-
power alliance, unless it i3 cn clliance ith a snecific objective such as
a threec-vay attacl on one nower, lilke ussia, Turhey, and Italy ~7.inst
Aunstria, I nrefer senarnte dealinas with ezch vowver, within o consistent
framewor:., (I'm not talhins nbout malking mutuslly inconsisteat denls and
then double-crossing someone.)

Let us consider Salhrmer's exarmnle: 3urmose that I'a ploring Germaony
and I decide to attack France. First, Itd invite Italy to Jjoin me, Then Itd

~nake a non-avIressions ract with _ustria, and slso try to nersuade Austria
o go east or south, and not disturb Italy. I wonld offer Iuzland olterna-
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tives, suirestins that 1'd prefer an Anzlo-3erman attaclh on Prance, but
that it's clso O with me if Unzland renzins neutral as long as I'm not
attacked. I would susrest to .ussia a non-asrression pact, with the added
‘offer of help azainst Imvland if Injland ottacks me, and similerly offer
England heln axainst ussia i1 Jwssia attacks ne,

Naturally, I would sznt the countries which are cetively helpinz ne,
lilze Italy, to be as strony ac »ossible. Horaver, when you have, not an
offensive alliancc, but merely a non-azfression nact with a neighbor,
you'lre batter off iif that nelghbor is5 as wealkk 23 1ossible. If I had non-
asgression nacis with both .ustria and “wosia I'd just as scon have themn
fichtin~ each other rather thon see both of them Jet str ong and cventuglly

ettacl: me, Jinilorlr, unless I need -nxlandts cid egainst srance, I'd
Just as soon see nvland ond Ruqsig Zizht in ucundlﬂgv1u, hnd ut:y neutrl,
with a standing ofiler to heln either 1f the other attocks me.

Hote that, Tollovinsg thc chove ua”vc““lonu, you are writins to Iour
other UG"Q?S ot the same time, pronosing clternative courses of action
depend;wg non the decisions of third parties, vet remaining counpletely
honest and hbove -board in your dealinzs,

Now #or o touchy subject: Vhat zbout ncking use of nhotostatic copies
of letters? I feel this is scmowinet an extreme messure, and suould be
used s»oringly. However, if an "ally'" double-crosses you, he deserves
whatever vou can do to him. For exrmple: sunnose you are franece, and you
form an 2lliance with Germony arainst “nrlend. .t the same tine Germany
also zllias with Zngland zgeinst you, nd double-crosses vou. Lt nizht
be ~n idea for ®rxnce to contect ﬁjl nd end sav, ''Look, we've both been
completely honzst —7lth ecach other ond not offered zny false pronisas,
vet Germiony hoas ensazged in double- d“:lln to his advantaie. He's obviously
untrustirorthy (and I'n enclosin~ ,hotout“tlc prooi). IZ he lied %o ne
he can lic to vou; let’s et tozether and smash nim,' It wigut work.

The only tine I've tried tinis it worked in & rather unuuual WEV
Russia and Italwv (nvse1~) rere fighting Juotrjm nd Turkey. sustria made
an h_llunce with Tussia and Itnly ~md double-crossed both of us on the
first move! I sent Turkey proof of _astria's treachery, includin’; some
vociferots -nti-Turkish nrose in the distinctive handiriting of the
Austrion »Hloyer. This didn't ston Turkey Tfrom £i~htini ne, but he did
male a non-a“iression »rect with ussia, with the result theot Jjussic and
Ttaly were able to smash _astria., (I cdon't really Lnow 1f there was any
causal connection betreen the letter and the result.)

The use of nphotostatic copies of letters can lead to interesting
negative intorfercnces. In one game where itve stumbled into & four-way
alliance in snite of what I said earlier, an unfriendly nower write and
falsely suvzested that one oi my allies had alreody deLectug, end thet T
should do the same. I wrote bacl: that I found this incormation quite
interestin~ and would be most awmreciative if he could furnish documentary
proof of sane., ‘That was five months ago; I'm still waiting.

I closce with a »nlea for more Ffrequent ond more varied teciiniques of
negotiation, which I feel is the hzart of the same. For those wao are too
busy I thin’t it iz better to play in fewer games than to miss moves or
fail to carrvy on adequeate nexotiations.




