HOCHTER ARCHTVIS

220 5 June 1971

PO g O e 0 e LA A A s s €1GH A i P S P A (O G L3 R ke o £RC B s S A nd S S0 KT WK Sk A BAD S . TAT G 5 G B a1 S bk s D it s 53 € ks 1 0 I D i e E

Hoosier Awrchivez is a periodic listing of tha Dinloma (y litrery of Walter Euchanan, RR 3,
Eéi“ﬁ%ﬁ,“l_ﬁifi_ #605@; Archives Director, NFFFGIDD; a Director of The Diploracy Associa-
tiony ard a nmemter of IV, Addiiions to the library cxe colicited, Reprints of Diplo-
macy ariicles axre published, although original contribtulions are solicited, Althoursh
the litrary is privats, its use is for posial DlplORLCf in general, Anyone dasiring z
copy et cest of cny of the pubilcations li utcd whlch sre unavailable elsewhere, should
irite to the above address, Manv orieginsl cres are @130 now available, To sulscrits
to Hoozdexr Archives, send one stamped; se %f éd“e“srd h,c]opc por dssue, Trodes are
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ARCHIVES LISTING

Due to iis preseni large size, the archives listing will only avpear infre
or when subtstantial aniimonc have been added to ithe archives, Sincs Heonicr Avehis
#1G was published, the only non-current issues addsi wore Froldinrmng /21-22 and 24,

OUT OF THE ARCHIVES
Archives goes originall For the first time, an original article and not
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ented-~in fact, two of them! A couple of rmonths ago, befors Lrenton ‘or
to start vorr*xnr about law finals, he comranizdto me in a lztter about

s article "?erw;ny' that eppeared in Hoosier drchivas #8, I obtained
Yerenton’s parrission to edit the "article” and publish it in Honsicr Archives, Hereit
is,

VER PIOEG ON GERUANY
by Brenton Ver Ploeg
ounter to & yan‘Q clessic "Germany" in Erobdin-mog #63)
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s I'm concerned; the vwhole importance of the game of Diplomacy is couchad
ritiative., You have to get sturted, and fast, or else you end up as a
target. I have never really bought the argument that it's wise o0 te the second largest
rover Leocause then nohody want to ally aszainst you, I4 scems to me that thig is too
often an cxcuse for tad Divicmacy and little else, Perhaps it's easier if you have a
few less pleces, but I ¥img connot see that it’s in the worst interests of the player
to be agpressive=-particularly so with Germany.
It hes always @eezeu test 1o me to have Germany risk all as quickly as possitle,
It is trus that she is very vulnerable to attacks from numerous cides and that her sSupply
centers cre casily blocked, One of the factors that most sadly influences the fate of
Gerrany is thai the home centers can be jamusd up by a single stab by Austria, and
almost as effectively from Russia or England, Therefore, it's very customary to have
Germany chort 2 few units because she has no place to build, To my mind, the solution
to this central dilemma is not at all the slow exransion acainst a single country,
cvﬂlly rance) and then the attack against the fornmer ally (ﬁn*Wm’d) That, in fast,
cers foolhardy to me, Suppose that when the attack on Fnslond begins, you have a
11tu1+J0u in the Feet that has elther a strong Austria or Russia, Ordinarily, this is
inevitatle hy ihe tnzland and Germany rarvace to eliminate France, iiy conton-
1ilon is that even gels o geod juup on England, and marases 1o uild several
fleeis to do =o, neeceded in opening therscolves to an almost inevitable
ansion move Ly Ausvia, whoover is pre~crineont in the arvea,
1 of success should, say, Auslria attack Cermany, Germany
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world as John {Bnythe) implies, Now ITALY.....THESR is a country to shun!
(This lasi sentence gonve m2 a toewhold %o coax another "article” out of lx,
Ver Plcag in o sulsequent letter. I have edited it also,)

WHY T HAUE ITALY
by Frenton Ver Floeg

Italy is doubtlesc the worst country to play in Diplomacy znd there are several
reoason for that, TItaly has novhere to o, Do {QHQTVGJJ, she is wide open to atiack
fron one side when she leans Jfar out to attack in ano’her, and that's inherent in
Italy's position, Other nowers can gein centers in one front, and THIH rove to a major

attaek while stil1l Jleaving sore pieces to guard azainst and therefore hopefully dic

courage a sTab, .1ty poor LItoly, however, tecause in order to GET thosc extra piececs
she has to lesn 1 mv" place,
Cffensived ;

> as ted, Assure she moves agalnst Avstris, vhich iz about
the only way io 12 -.j early in the game, After Ausiria collapses, only expart
Diplorzey will scve Italy fron a FU”“O“THIPiSb cllicnce; and often even that is not

enovzh, Players of equal 11

Ality in Turkey will alwost always take the Russion allisnce,
Russia is the lost hepe;, tut is not really a hove at gll if uﬂ“ is puched in the conter

or north, as iz often the case, All too often, Russia is 102N than willing to withdxar
troops from the south to use against Germany or England, That obviously limits +the
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diplomatic offensive capathility,
For this rezson, players with expex
T@ttor P1ZJGT3 citen go o far as to SUBJOBT AUub”iap
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Fut, thatfs no game to p]ﬂy‘ o pleyer sits tock ard waits to s
t it¥s 2 big attack--cgainst HI:
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So, that’s a ctical and a d"ﬂlo i2tic reason, ‘Uhere ramainsg one nore tactieal
rcason, which is h]ways a Toetor AL the previous two points zo Ty the bozrd, and we find
Italy as a major moving power, say with eight or nire pieces=-~she has less ability to
tring new units to the froni then any other povoxr by 2 very considerable rarein,  This
may well be what constituies the Plguﬂ"w ITtzlian weakness, O' on good ployers will sot
up the alliance structurs with such shill that they pess the Dfirst hurdie and make Tia 1
into a Tighting pover, Iat the sad prrt about ITtaly as a Jonifzdlm; power is that ¢h
as  to contend and that usvally is the end of her. An arnry, in order to et out of
taly, has to rams o tortuous route, If thers are two bullds, and Italy needs armiecs,
whdr; are they to zo? Venice is one %:;” stern zrnies ¢ “+iﬁfeu,..Buﬁ:£‘iwere is a
second tuild, 2i's at RO:E, T don't ecven have to renlion thot disadvantape, It takcs
a yecar and o b=lf of pley to even get an army out of Italy from Romel Of course, you can
held Tack ?1enb. to convoy, btut is that better? It will alweys take two, maybe threc
flects, contracisd with ths single fleet in the North Sea for England, and even when
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the armies are londed, thoy do not have o ;reat deﬁl ﬁf nobility, Englond, to zo Tack
to the example, "n tTTvn armies over a vast terrvitory through only the North Saa,
Fnouzh? I lal y; which is ﬁon@tinos fun to play, is nevertheless the worst countxy
cn the tosxd, She io roundad by enemies and has few advantages, ' Cood play for
Italy protaelly involves a very good 'sp:oial pair" (Calhamer®s wording) with Auuta.lai
and a rove 1 in conjunction with toth CGerrmzny and England-~FPROVIDED that

trust one of them to atteck the other afier France has L&]leﬂ
13;11, that o given player will bave to work much harder for
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Direcctor of The Dirloracy Association,

w3

* *w 3 * ¥* * *®



