HOOSIER ARCHIVES

#22 ) 19 June 1971

-

Eposier Arohives is a periodic listing of the Diplomacy library of Walter Buchanan, R.R. 3,
Lcnwaon, Tindiana 4&052 s Archives Dilrector, NiFFGEDD; a Director of The Diplonacy Associa-
ticnty and a renber of IFY, Additions to the litrary are solicited, Reprints of Diplonacy
articles are publiched, although oxdginal coniritations are soliclted, Although the litrary
is private, 1ts use is for postal Diplomacy in general, Anyone desiring a copy at cest of
any of the publications listed, which are unavallable elsewhere, should write to ihe above
address, To sulzcribe to ilposier Archives, send one stamped, seli-addressed envelope per
issue, Trades are also welcomed,

OUT OF THE ARCHIVES

The following is the most vintage strategy and tactles article printed to date, It iz tused
en sone tactlical corsiderations outlined by Allan B, Calhamer, the inventor of Dinloraey; in

J96%1 T4 is weprinted with his pernission and that of Johm Bsardngn, the editox of C*uxui L1k
Bince the article was first printed in Grausiark #60-62 dated 15 to 29 August 1965,

THE TACTICS OF DIPLOMACY
by Allan B, Calhawer

The first two moves, of course, are usually devoted to the capture of supply centers
which arz not occupled at all at the start of the pame, Typical resulis arxe as follows.
FHGIAND ¢ lloxwayp FRANCE: Spain & Fortugel; GERMANY: Holland & Denmariy ITALY: Tunis; AUSTRIA-
HUNGARY: Serbia; RUSSIA: Sweden; and TURKEY: Bulgaria, Bolgium, Greece, and Rufania fall

mvarioualy depending on the situzmiion,

The game tends to reach a talanced state in which players continually shift thelr weight
against the strongest; thevetore, it is unlikely that any game will actunlly continue until
it produces a winner, HNormally we play for three or four hours, then discuss what we thirnk
would have happened 1Ff ws had continued,

There have teen mzny opening variations, as well as other concepts, developed in the
course of play here, Noxmally, England and Prance will a gree %o leoave the English Channel
cpen on the flrst move, England will then play A Iiv=Yor, F Ldi-Norweglian Sea,; F Lon-Nerth
Sea, If France vieolates the agreement, the Army drops Jown to London on the Fall move,
Horway cen silll be atitacked with one support, If France does not enter the Channel, the
Army may bo convoyed through ihe Horth Sea to Horway. The Norweglan Sea Fleot may support,
If this ection 1s unnecessary, the Horweglan Sea Flecet muy go to the Barenis Sea to propare
en gttack on St, Petersturg, If France should move into the Chamnnel on the Fall nove,
Enzland rolses a flogt, tised en ths caplture of Norway, in londen,

If Busslse wishes o play n anil-England game, she will order I’ St.P=Pot and A Hos-S{,P,
The other two pleces will be deptoyed according to purely southern considerations, On the
Fall move, the Fleet is ordered to Sweden and the Army to Norway, vhich adjolns St, Felersw
barg at the top of the2 map, ‘This zcticn compels England to tie up two pleces in the attack
on Foruway, If Hussia cccupies Swaden, she then repeatedly atitacks Hoprway wlth either Arny
ox Fleet, supported Ty the other, This tles up two Baglich pleces, Now if eliher Germany
or France sttacks Brzlend, she may collapse.

Ii Tussis vrefers a southurn pame, the Loscow Arny goes to Ukraine on the first move,
The noxthorn Mleet s1ill roves 1o Suveden,

Norrally Russia and Germany agree that uelther will nove pleces into such places os
Livenia, Fruussia, Silssia, and tbe XHaltic Sea, Then if either should attlack ihe other, he

e vontld have 4o enter these areas Tirst, Tho exeas are not suvpply contersy so at no raterial
loss the attacked porty gets warning, and may raice the bunrcerat“ pieces or scramble loack
into defensivo pon lL’GrQ, s ba situation porpits, Such a Yseliw-enforcing” aprcement has
a tendoncy to last a z tinme; tut you carnot covnt o o player cocepting realtitles and
vlaying ccoovdingly in t“a QT"ﬂaﬂe of an agroement, He pzy not wnderstand the sitwatlen,
ALlso the rore alsence of such on obvious agresront mey raice susplolons which may provoke
an atiack, I these iwo countrles gel into an earnly wax with cach other they LuUdlly ol




tied down, without either accomplishing anything, and then they are both very vulnerable to
attack by other countxries,

& typical German deployment is F KiewDen, A Ber-iie, The Munich Army ray do various

.::ﬁﬁmgs. If the Russlan A War has not attacked in the reax, the &rmy in Kiel occuples Holland
in the Fall, If the Russians should attack in the Fall, Gormany would simply ralse units in
her path, The fleet in Denmark may be used to atiack Sweden in the Fall, Thisz costs Germany
nothing, since she will win eithsr Denmark or Sweden, but not both, in any case; but 1t can
prevent Russia from talting Swedsn, Germany may use this threat as a bargaining lever to sccure
the neutralization treaty with Fussia., In any case, 1f Russia attacks Germany on the first
move, Gerxnzny will ceriainly play the atiack on Sweden on the second move, to keep Russian
strength dewn and to keep Russia away from Denmark,

On the southern Husslan frontier, a fleat in the Plack Sea exerts a great deal of in-
fluence, Cccazionaly an alliance succeeds in which Russia and Turkey agree to leave this
space open, The Russizn Fleet is crdered to Rwania, to pick up the supply center, A Ture
tish Army is ordered from Constantinople to Bulgaria, and the Fleet to Constantinople, There~
after the fleet proceeds to the Aegean Sea, 0ften thils allisnce is offered Ly an exXpovienced
player to a beginner, however, and then promntly lroken, Other experienced players should
warn a bteglnner against this during the first diplomacy period, ERussia and Turkey can often
rake o sewnd allicnee in which Toth orxder their Fleeots to the Blachk Sea move after move, thus
assuring that 1t will rezsin enmpty, which their Armies atiack Austria-Hunsary,

In this situvaiion it is scmetimes possible to pretend thai each country has stabbed the
other in the Tock, and nmask the fact of alliance for a few moves, after which Toth coumtries
may be much stirengthened by spoil from the PBalkans and Austria-Hungazy, Russia may reouest
that Turkey raise fleets primavily or entirely, to insure that, after Austria-Hengary is
beaten, she will expand azzinst Iialy rather than Russia,

If Turkey wants an aanti-Russian game she may order her Smyrna Arny to Armenia on the
first nove,

Italy normally spends the first two moves with her Fleet on the acquisition of Tunis,
ohe may procesd through elther the Tyrrhenlan or Ionlan Sea, Formally she cheoses the Iendan,
~oecause this glves her the option of foregeing Tunis for o couple of moves and attacklng

Greece or supporting elther Ausiria~Hungary or Turkey inte Greece,

If Italy wishes an anti-Austrian ganme, she may play A Ven~Tyr end A Rom=Ven (the "Obrioni
Attack"), If these moves succeed, in the Fall she has the option of single attacks on Vienva
and Trieste, or a supported attack on Triesie alone, Ausiria moy gamble on some such Italian
deployment, and leave Trieste undefended on the first move, in order to dash inito the Falkons,
If this ganble succeeds, however, she must in any case send sufficient defense tack to
Trieste on the Fall move, as an open supply center next to an enemy plece is an invitation to
attack, If Italy has an inkling that Austria is going to make this ganmble, she may order &
Ven=Trl on the first move, If this move succeeds, then with normal follow=-up play Austrize
Hungary will collapse oulckly,

Also, iT ihe Obrioni Attack succeeds, Austria will normally collapse quickliy, because of
her surrownded position and wide=opon landwaxd frontiers, The trouvle with this result, Tor
Italy, is that she camiol ordinarlily hold her gzains in Austria, With the Adrictic separating
her advance forces fron hor newly xolsed forces, she is gulckly dispossessed by o other
Pouwers which have been sirengthened by the downfall of Ausvpia~Hungary: Russia and Turkey,
Turlrey particularly, due to her securs corner pesition, zapidly becores a nenace to all
Europe, Therefore, the player of Iiazly usually dees not atiack to tring Auvstriz-Hungayy down,

An early ITtalian ciitock on Franece, hovever, uwiually docsn't work, Italy scormetires plays
& walting gomz with her arndes, to cee which side will wecken, Cecusicnally she has make a
testvons attzcek on Turkey with Fleets, or a plearesque dnvesion of CGermany throush ‘Tyroliz,
This last, ihouzh seemingly unsound, on one occasion succeoded in recreating the Holy Homan
Erpire in tnfo,

An alliziico between Auvstrla-Hungary and Italy is often very strong, because it camnot be

“taken dn the yenwr, wnless other Pouors, particularly Irance and Turkey, recogalze it at auce

~ird mbe a very strong maval commbiincent in the Moddterranesn, It is, however, subject to
lmternal proviems, tecause of the vulneratllily of Venlce and Trieste to the ally, 4 these
are left uilelonded, )

Avstris=tHungary norrally agrees with Germany that epch will siay away fron the other's
Trontiers, 'Thay commonly agree that neither glwall enter FPohemia or Silesia, If these two
Towers fight cardy in the gume, both are Mkely to be itaken in the rear and desiroyed, Austria
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has a difficult gare at the outset, tut if she gets off to a gosd start she often gels a
strong game. Usually she will play A EBudeSor in the Spring of 1901, This plece ray attock
Awsronic, fulgaria, or Greece in the Fall, withoub fear of failing to e in a supply center
_a the Fall, and if she gets a standwoff she will slow the growth of ancther Poewer, Unoere
is a voriety of ways of pluying the othor tuwo pileces, Often ihe Fleet goes to Allania ard
the Vienna Army goss te iriests, This poermits F AllGre with support from Zerbla in iie Fall,
If Italy and Russia have not invaded in the Nerth, Ausiria will ralse two Armies and get a
good gnue, If the Russian Harsaw Army has invaded Galicla, the Triests Arwy ray be oxdered
to elther Vienna or Iudarpest, leaving ibe other open, and hoping to outgusns the Russians,
Shading one’s guess can becone psychologically and iochnically o deep propsasition,

If Avstriz susveets that Iialy will ciack Tyrolis, she ray oxder A Vie-Tyr, F ‘Iri holds,
How if the Russions imvade Galicia, the Ausirian Arry which is st111 in Vienna (due 10 a
stand~off in Tyrelia) and the Arry vhich noved Bud-Sor in the Spring, nmay both be oxdered
to attael Budavest, They stard each other off, which keeps the Berbian Army in place, so that
Austria way uild afier the wove; they aleo keep the Ruszlan Lriy in Galicia out of both
Viennz ond Pudapest, Austela has sulsiantially no chance of capturing Grecce, however, 1T
she olecia these Stpring moves, Also, if Italy does nol attack Tyrcliam, the Vienna Avuy
wnexmectedly flies into this province, afior uvhich it is out of positlien to make tbe solf-
stondmofy in fudsrast, Thus; iF the Scxilsn Jrmy is crdersd loch wo Fudspest in the Fall
to keep the Russiawus out, it ruy unexvecicdly move thexe, and Serbia will not bte cecupled
after the Fall move. Thus Aunstria cannct raise a now wild,

A solution to this dilenma is Tor Gerrany and Austria to sgree Toth 1o attack Tyroila
in the Spring, They stand ecach other off; neither noves out of position, and ITtaly is kepi
out of Central Burops entirvely, If Germany and Austria sgree to do this, they should noti
Tiaiv during the fizst diplopacy period. Iialy will Te nowve 1ikely 1o choose an anti~ French
denloyrent if she hnows that the rocds to boih Gerrany and Auvstria are blocked,

A norral Fronch depleynsnt is B bre~lidd, A Par-Duz, A Mare S A Par-bPur, IF England bas

ot ploved ¥ Loneing, the French Fleet proceeds in the Fall o Ferxivgal, An Avay is vrdered
areSra,  If 1foly bas eotered Pledment, ihe order ls A Bur<Del, Generally France would Like
o prevent a German thrust inte Furgmundy, which ties most of the Yzench ploces down to
defense of supply centers, If France wents an anti-Italian development, she pay play the
above Speing 1001 moves, except A Far-3pa, On the ¥all move, the Sgpain Anmy occupies roniue
gal, and the Flzet woves Mid-spa, (South Coast). If Italy aid not move to FPledmont in the
Spring, the Durgundy army must be told off to go to Hpwseilles, IL the rexult is a siand=
off, ogalin a Fleet ray be raised there, but if the result is a wove to Marseilles, raloing

a new valt there is not allowed,

There are other interesting flrst move develovments which srise fron tine to tinms,
and chessing enmong early developnents le often bascd on posltlonal consideraiions which
flower later in the rame., Siratesy is still evolving, too, Ttecauvse no lden camnot e antl-
cipated and adapted to in o sulsequent ganme, In any case, diplomatic consideratlons can
ovieriae the tochnfoal, Allionees sormatires hold dnmeiher in situsdtlons in uhich nelther
ally is adequately Gofendsd arsinst the other, Sowud techrdenld allisness dounder om distrust,
or are pulled ayart by false advies or teupting offcrs from the oulside, 4 country that

has "lcst the dinloracy™ ond finds iteelf {ishiing Superior munbers can rely on tactics
only to delay the issue vhile it tries to save itself diplomatically,
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ARCHIVES LISTING

Duz 4o iis present large size, the srchives Listing will enly aprear infrequenily or
when sulstantizl addltions have been added to the srchives, Sinco Heosjer dxchives #21

avas published, only current jissues have teon added,
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