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‘hlbosier Lrchives is a periodic listing of the Diplomacy litrary of Walter Buchanan, R.R. 3,
Letonon, Indiara 46052, telephone (317) 482-2824; Anchives Director, N3FGEDD; a Director of
The Diplomacy Association; and a member of IFW, Additlons 1o the lilwary are solicited,
either through originals or a loan to permit Xeroxing, Reprints of Diplomacy articles are
published, although original contributions are solicited. Although the litraxry is private,
its use is for vostal Diplomacy in geuneral, Anyone desiring a copy at cost of any of the
publications listed, which are unavailalle elsewhere, should write to the above address,
Many orisinzl spares are also now available, To subscribe to Hoosier Archives, send one
stanped, seli-addressed envelope per issue, Trades are also welcomed,
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OUT OF THE ARCHIVES

The "article” below is the third installment of "Out of the Archives'" longest strategy
and tactics reprint saries to date, a seven-pari series comprising Larry Peery's book, Diplo=-
paove~lntrosvevion te the Stralesy and Tectices of Diplowacy, The bLook is woken dowm into

seven chapters, one 10T escn O Lhe Seven najor powers in Liplomacy. This issue features
Ckapter 3 on France, :

DIPIOMACY=--INTRODUCTION TO THE STRATEGY & TACTICS OF DIFPLOMACY
by Larry Peery

Chapter 3: France

France is one of the most popular countries with Diplomacy players and is also comsidexad
ong of the most favored to win,

- A, Acquisition of UWioecupled Supply Centers, France has the greaiest shaye of any
nation in the twelve unoccupied supply centers, which werks both to her advantage and her
disadvantage, Iif she comes to terms with her nelighbors, ihere is no reason why she should
not occupy Spain, Portugal and Ielglum on the first year's nmoves, Sonmetimes, particularly
if she faces an English or German attack, France will oniy gain two of these three supply
centers, but under ideal conditions (and as a personal note I might additionally note ihat
in the sixX games in which I have played France I have obtained three bullds on the first
year no less than five times, I should also note in ths sixth game I obiained rno buildSe-
which shows the power of 2 three~way atiack on France), France can move ¥ Brest-lid Atlantic,
A Paris-Burgundy, A Farseilles~Spain in the Spring 1901 and then F Mid Atlauntic-~Portugal,

A Burgundy-Eelgium, A Spain~hold in the Fall, Under less than ideal circumstances, France
may be forced 1o move Marseilles to Piedmont in the Spring (hoping 1t will bounce an Italign
A VenlceiPiedmont) and then move Marsellles-Svain in the Fall, Or, France may bes forced +c
use Marsedllies to support Yaris-Burgundy in the Spring and then move flarssilles to Spain in
the Fall, The flset in Bresi has two optlons, T¢ move to the English Channel to stop the
Erglish fleet in London is one, The other is moving 1t to the Mid Atlantic and then to
Portugal, Brest, the Channel or the Irish Sea as clrcunstances dictate in the Fall,

The imporiant question is whether France is better off to occupy these three supply
centers the first year and thersby expose herself to attacks from her neighbors because of
her rapid increase in size or, as is sometimes beiter, to wait a year before cccupying one
of these centers or even to let one of her allies occupy it temporarily,

B, Alliances, France, because of her sirategic position, has a large variety of
alliances and non-ageression pacts that she can choose from., Each of them offers her
certain advantzses but many of them also contain hldden lialkilities,

1, ¥ith Eprland and Russia Against Gerrany, ILdke every cther country, Germany

#annot withstand a threee-nzilon atiack from r'rance, England and Russia, Formally, as
rrench arries ¢rive from FPelgiunm and Durgundy into the Ruhr and Mundich, English fleeis are
attacking Denmark and Kiel, From the east, Fussia sends her armies into Prussia and
Sllesia to atizck Berlin, Such a three~way attack usuzlly gives France Munich and assured




possessicrn of Belegium, This 1s less than England or Russia gain, both tactically and in
units, since England pains a strong foothold on the continent in Holland and Kiel, and
perhaps, Denmark, and Russia gains Berlin and usually Denmark,

— 2. With BEnsland Azpinst Germany, Often, i Russia is faced wlth attacks from
[rkey and Austria, rrance and spgland iind themselves fighting Germany alone, This is
not dangercus as lonz as Iialy remains neutral toward France, or France has a strong
defensive position in the south, The usual strategy is for French armies to hold German
forces in laumich and the Ruhr while English fleets are seizing Denmark and attacking
Kiel, Holland, or Ferlin through the Baltic, In almost every case, the over-whelning
tactical position of the French armies and English fleets is enough to defeat Germany,

%, Hith Russia Asainst Germany, Sometimes, France finds herself in possession
of a non=ageression pzct with ibngland at the same time she is allied with Russia against

Germany, “his can be a most useful situvatlion, especially if Ingland ls attaciking Russlia

and not Fighting Germany., French and Russian armies can defeal Germany, provided that

England iz net too successful in her atiacks on Russia. All too often Germany supporis

England inio Sweden {or vice versa) and eliminates a Russian supply center and the sui-

sequent Russian unit removal destiroys her offensive.

If France can remain aloof from a Russlan-English squabble over the remains of
Germany, £he can wsually find an advantageous position in the end game, France often
can be a dscisive Force in halancing the power of Eagiland and Russia afier Gemmany has
collapsed,

%, With Gevrany Af
series of circunstances {ez., italiian neutrality vis-a-w¥is France, Germany not fightling an
eastern front war) to develop an alliance with Geormany asainct England, Such an alliance
can win bout it is France that takes the burden of the fight and recelves the smallest
share of %he spoils (London and Liverpool at best), The wise manipulation of the French
fleet in Erest, the Cerman fleet in Kiel, and the adapl use of conveys can bring BEnginnd
dowr, thourh rarely quickly, France is wise 1o consider carefully such an'allilance

ssince it tuilds a Germen front across her northern and eastorn borders and leaves her oniy
Ath the prospect of fighting a massive German front, or attacking Italy (and rarely will
Italy renzin passive while the threat of a French atteck is looming). In light of Bngland's
superior defensive pesiticn and the difficulty of making any gainst against her, France
is rarely wise to atitnck her,

5. Nith Austiria Aceinst Italy, In addition to the main front to her north,
France must also consider ihe southern front facing Iilaly, Since Italy rarely challenges
France for control of Iberia unless she is planning a general campaign against France, and
France can hardly prevent Italy from taking Tunis, there is litile for France to gain
except from Italy itself, Perhaps more important than the supply centers France can
gain from italy is the improved tactical positlon she can acquire ty controlling the
Mediterranean, particularly, the Ionian Sea, .

France and Austria can easily erush Italy (see under AUSTRIA for further discussion),
However, a% I mentioned, France's nain advantage from such an atiack comes not from the
two supply centers she gains, Rome and Tunis, bub from her improved board position, If
France can establish herself in the line Tuscany, Rome, Tyrrhenian, Tunis, she has elther
an excellent defensive position from which she can hold off anyone advancing from the
eastern ledifterranean or an excellent tase for a drive into the Lalkans,

Deperding on the course of the mid ganme, France may, after crushing Itzly, decide
to move ezstward through the Fediterranean or swing north against Ingland or Germany,

C. Hon-ageression Pacts, Since France obviously cannot fight England, Germany and
Italy at ihe same lime, she must secure a non-aggression pact with at least one, and
praferably two of her neilghbors,

1, With Italy, If possible, France should acquire a non-aggression pact with
Italy and encourages ber to nove eastward asainst Austria, This gives France at least
iwo sure twilds and ensures her of sufficient strength to be able to meet a German or

nzlish attack if one develops, If such an atiock does not come, France may either ally
with Dngland against Germany or with Germany against BEpngland, Or France may remaln
neutral on her northern froni and turn against Italy with Austrian help, ‘Yhe terms of

Fgg% Arainst Bngland, Sometimes, France 1s able throush a usual
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a non-ageression pact usvally include the neutrality of the Piedmont, the Gulf of Lyon,
the Western Fedlterrznean and Horth Africa,

2. With Encslard, In most games, France and England agree to a non-aggression

—~waet; if not an out~rignt alliance against Germany, since both countries have more to
gain elsewhere than by fighting each other, A neutrality pact should include the Channel,
the North Atlantic and the Irish Sea,

3, With Cerrany, Unless she can be certain of English or Russian support,
France cannot attiack Germany alone and must, in such a case, seek a non-aggression pact
with Germoany, She caonnot fight Germany alone (at least at the beginning of the gane ),
Since a non-ageression pact with Germany (and not an alliance) precludes an attack on
England (since France cannot successfully attack England alone), France nust either fight
Ttaly or remain neutral, A non~aggression pact with Germany should include the neutrality
of the Ruhr and Furgundy after the fiwrst year (in the first year France must move Faris
to Burg§ndy, both to protect itself from Germany or to use it as an advancing point to
Belgium).

D, Defensive Geme, Because of her continental position, France must often fight
a defensive gare, though she has what is prolably the best defensive position of any of
the continental countries, There is no reason why France cannot successfully fight a
defensive wor until her opponents are either tired of fighting her or are themselves
attacked fron the rear and forced to cease thely own aibtacks,

1, Ageinst England, Germany, and Italy, As with any country facing three
attackers, France cannot hope to survive such an attack (especially if it comes in 1901)
though she may survive longer than any other country in similiar circumstances, especially
if she has hzd a chance to pick up her three builds fer Belgium, Spain apd Portugal, If
France 1s attacked from three sides, there is a chance that she may survive for a consid-
erable pericd if her opponents do not fully coordinate their moves, There is, always, the
possitility thai a Second Tier country ( in this case, Austria and Russia) will intervene
and draw off encugh of the attackers to give France some help indirectly,

1t 2. Arailnst En~land and Germany, If she is allowed to concentrate her forces
r.gainst England and Germany, France can, if played well, hold off both of them almost
indefinitely, In such a conflict, the Mid Atlantic and Furgundy ave key Drovinces,

3, Against England and Italy,. This conbination can really be more dangerous
to France than an English-Cerman atiack, If Italy is not fighiing Austria and has built
a fleet in her first year (for Tunis) and England has her fleets in the south, they can
jointly move against Tberia; while France hopelessly tries o cover both frouis, France's
best means of protecting herself against this comes from her first builds. France must
remember that those three builds the first year (assuning she doe occupy Belgiuw, Spain,
and Portucal) will be her only ones until she tekes a supply center from another countxy
and should accordingly plan her builds to aid her in attacking that country. Hormally,
France builds at least one fleet, and sometimes two, or if she is planning to fight a
continental war azainst Germany, she may build three armies.

E, Oifensive Gaie, The neutral posiiion of Switearland and its separatiion of
Francels castern front into twoe parts has importani ramifications for France., To the
north, France has only two real choices=~support England against Germany, or support
Germany against England, Occasionally she involves herself in an alliance with Russia
agalnst either England or Germany but this is often a risky business, To the south,
France must decide whether to Tight Italy ox not, Becavse of the location of Switzerland,
there is no possibility of playing off the nations of the First Tier agalnst each other as
in England's situation, France is thus somewhat limited, It can fight a defensive wax
in the south and an offensive war in the north or vice versa, which is something few other
countries can do, but normally France, unless backed by powerful and loyal allies, is betler
to involve herself in one canpaign at a tlnme,

F. Uaitine Gare, In scme cases, France, after acquiring her three uncccupied supply
—centers, prefers io walt and see whether England or Germany {or hussia) will become master
f northern and central Burope before committing horself to a course of action as ally or

opponent of the dominanti power,
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ARCHIVES TRADING LIST

Hoosier Archlves trades, or in a few cases, subscribes to the Diplomacy ‘zmines or
#~iblications containing Diplomacy articles published by the editors listed below, It is
selleved that this 1list includes ihe names of all editors of Diplomacy materizl which is
currently being published, If i{ is not, Hoosier Archives would very much like to be
informed of the existence of any more editors currently publishing Diplomacy material,

1. Perry Andrus, ILoma 203-A, U,C.I., Irvine, Cal, 92664
2, Peter Ansoff, 1824 laurel Ridge Dr,, Fashville, Tenn, 37215
3. John J, Beshara, 155 W, 68th 5t,, Apt, 1021, Few York, N.Y. 10023
4, Dr, John Eoardman, 234 E, 19th St,, Brooklyn, K.Y, 11226
5. Ken Zorecki, 19 Royal Rd,, Rockville Centre, N.,Y, 11570
6. Dale Bosowski, 2904 Hemminger Way, Hodesto, Cal. 95350
7. Ray A, Bowers, Jr,, 612 A Hoore St,, Festus, Mo, 63028
8., Tee Childs, 14136 Hartsook 5t,, Sherman Oaks, Cal, 91403
9. Michel Feron, Grand~-Flace 7, B-4280 Hannut, Belgium
10, P, W, Gayloxd, 2035 Tedd Dr,, Arden Hills, Hinu, 55112
11, Don Greemwood, 224 Yoarren St., Ssyre, Porm, 18840
12, Ted Holeombe, 11012 Valley Elvd,, Apt, 38, El Fonte, Cal, 91731
13, William F, Jarvis, 44 Dover Park, Rochester, N,Y, 14610
14, Robert A, Johnson, PO Box 13%, Whippany, N.J. 07981
15. Eric Just, PO Box 131, Paoli, Okla, 73074
16, Jeff Key, Avnt, 1-D, 4611 N, Penn, Oklahoma City, Okla 73112
17, Henry Krigsman, Jr,, 12 Kilburn Ave,, Huntington Station, N,Y, 11746
18, leonard Takofka, 1806 N, Richmond St,, Chicago, I1L, 60647
19, John HeCallum, PO Lox 52, Ralston, Alberta, Canacda
20, Stephen Harsland, 78 Genesee S5t,, Greene, N,Y, 13773
], John Mensinger, 1320 Fagnolia St,, Modesto, Cal, 95350
.2, DPonald L, iiller, 12315 Judson Rd,, Wheaton, M4, 20906
23, EBal Naus, 1011 Earrett Ave,, Chula Vista, Cal, 92011
24, Hartley Palterson, “Finches,” 7 Cambrldge R4,, Beaconsfield, Bucks, UK
25, larry Peery, 186 24th St,, San Diego, Cal, 92102
26, George Phillies, 510A/305 Kemorial Dr,, Cambridge, Mass, 02139
27, Andrew Philiips, 128 Oliver St,, Daly City, Cal, Su0l4
28, Lewis Pulsipher, G2ih Swift Rd,, Battle Creck, Mick, 49017
29, Paul Rubin, 41 Herbert Ave,, lMassapequa Park, N.Y, 11762
30, Iarry St, Cyr, 329 Brett, U, of Mass,, Amherst, Mass, 01002
31, Doug Schaefer, 84 Farm View Dr,, Guilford, Conn, 06437
32, Mitch Scheele, 455 Cascade Dr,, Lelanon, Ore, 97355
33. Christopher Schleicher, 5122 W, Carmen, Chicago, Ill. 60630
3, Stratesy & Tzcides, Poultron Press, IC Fox 396, New York, N,Y, 100069
35, Puddy Tretizk, 3702 Wendy lane, Silver Spring, Md, 20906 .
36, Don Turnbull, 6 5t, Geoxge's Ave,, Timperley, Cheshire, England -
37. Bob Van Andel, FO Fox 43, Clarksville, lich, 48815
38, Conrad F, von Metzke, 15307 Dale St,, San Diego, Cal, 92102
39, Rodney C, kWalker, 5058 Hawley Blvd,, San Diego, Cal, 92116
L0, Bob VWard, Apt, 7, 2423 P St., Sacramento, Cal, 95816
41, Greg Warden, 179 Aquetong Rd,, New Hope, Pa, 18938
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ARCHIVES LISTING

Due 1o its present large size, the archives listing will only appear infrequently or
when substantial additions have been added to the archives, Since Hoosier Archives #2735 was
published, no significant additions have been made,
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