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Hoosier Archives is a pewiodic listing of the Diplomacy archives of Walter Buchanan, R, R. 3,
Totanon, indiana 46052, telephone (31?) LB2-282L; Archives Director, H2ECLOD; a Director of
The Diplomauy ASSOCLatiOH' and a reuber of the IFIDS, Since the archives is virtually com-
plete in at least xerox form btack to 1966, the archives listing will only appear quarterly,
the last bteing in issue #35, or as further substantial additions are acquired, However,
additions to the archives are solicited, either through originals, which are preferred, or a
loan to permit xeroxing,. Also, postage fees will be pald for duplicates so that they can be
rade available io others, The main purpose of Hoosier Archives is {0 make available infor-
ration from the archives, such as Diplomacy articles, game news, etc,, as well as to serve as
a mediun for origimal articles, which are solicited., This is Albatross Press publication #40,
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INITO THE ARCHIVES KO, 7

With this issue we continue our series of "Diplormacy as I See It*¥ articles by Rick
Irooks, We forgot to mention last time that in additioan to a1l his other qualificatioms, Rick
is prc¢cnt1y vriting an analysis on the Deponstration Geme, 1970BL, in Kadath, This game is
being played by some of the nation's most experienced players and is being analyzed for the
benefit of new players, A subscription to Kadath is available at 10 issues per $1,00 to Rod
Walker, 5058 Hawley Blvd,, San Diego, California 92116,

DIPIOMACY AS I SER IT
by Rick Irooks
The Fythology of Diplomacy--Fart Twos The Rating Systems

Hi gang, Time for another dire debunking-of-Biplomacy article, Those of you with good
renories remember that the first one established the overwhelming chance aspect of Diplomacy,
This alone is enough to shoot down any rating system, But & paragraph is hardly enough for
my personal selection for the world's greatest Diplomacy player to lavish or his second favor-
ite game,

Selection of countries is a big thing, Some GMs draw yoursout of a hat; others take
preference lists and £lip coins, If you get the poorer countries nost of the time, you'll do
worge, Here, systems to rate countries will be ignored except to ssy that the success of a
country depends on who plays it and who plays with and against him,

The main gripe on player systems is the complexity of the game, I wim Game 124041 with
Russia in 1905 (I'm Gl and the other players ows me woney). Do I deserve the same amount of
credit 1f T came in s a replacement for Russia in 1902 whenr he had 4 units and I win in 10077
Do I deserve more if T came in in 1903 and took over 2 Russian units and I win in 1908? Is a
win with Russia in 1905 worth as nuch as one with Italy in 1906 would be?

Then, too, there are the other players, If I beat 6 novices in 10 yesars, an I as good as
if I beat § 0ld hands ia 15 years? If I take out a strong enemy alliance in 20 years, don’t
I deserve more than if I nop up 2 disorganized board with the help of my loyal ally in @
years’t

A third factor is the GM, If I win game after game playing under a Gil whose Diplomacy
philosophy I can reel off for houwrs, am I nearly as good as if I win a few playing under a GM
whose house rules I am either confused over or flat don't know?

In short, each game is a law unto itself and individuslistic encugh so that it can'i be

conpared to another as if they both were & controlled experiment with only one factor varied,

Even a 7-ran, 7-gane set-up where each gets to play 7 different countries won't do it, I can
visualize a sort of playoff where each player goes through a geme with the same country and
exactly the same opponents as his rivals, Even this won't come close to working unless the

6 players are both good and unacquainted with all contestants and each other, This is rather
urilikely,

Kaybe each player could be given the same “chess-problea” type of situation to be worked
through and judged by a panel of experts, This is like the above, though, and the experts
would not only have to be unbiased but also very good, besides, this would eliminate the
human factor that people like Rod Walker try to assure me is Lhe heari of the gane,

Players could be unknown to each other and work through a game by computer with the afore-
sald panel of judges, Objections are that playing style and writing style would give the
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players away to cach other, Flayers could ezch play 6 unknown experts as above 1 o chesse
protlen set-up, This has the objections of btoth of ths last two,

In any rating cysten we are faced by the irpossitle feal of having to Toth elininste the
human factor, for mathematical exactness, and to keep the husan factor, without which Diplo-
macy would be a simple-minded cousin of chess,

Fesides, T'm vrejudiced against rating syctems, GLOCKORIA (Lebling) #13 had a rating
systen (Dec, 14, 196?§ wnere the top players were Jerry Pournelle, Nonte Zeluzny, Karl Thonp-
son, Rick Brooks (1431,8 watinz yet), and John Snythe, Since I'd drawn my first game and was
active in only one other,regular gane, I rated high, Now, I'z a much better player, yet ny
ratings are much lower, This is silly,

So do what T do, Rale yourself first and me second since I've just done the same for
you, I do wonder how Doug PBeyerlein is going to handle a Tallot that rates the HOOSIER
ARCHIVES mailing list second though!

Fesides, as Zartok said, "Compositions are for horses, mot for artists,” I consider
Diplomacy an art,
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REGUIAR GAME OPHENINGS

In a recent letter, Lew Pulsipher suzgested that since Hoosier Archives is puslibhed so
ofiten, 1% mizht be a good idea to take over the functions of Jefr Key's now defunct Ye Olde
Busle Fulletynne Poardde, I though this an excellent idea since Hoosier Archives is iniended
to be a service 'zine, Thercfore, since I have now fairly well recovered fron the hectlc days
following DIFCON IV, I will start to implenent this practice by periodically listing the edi-
tors from the “"Archives Trading List" thaet have current game openings, I will attempt to keep
this up to date as current 'zines cone inj however, it will of course be appreciated if addi-
tions or omissions are pointed out,

6, Dale Losowski, 2904 Hemminger Way, Modesto, Cal, 95350

10, P, M. Gayloxd, 2035 Todd br,, Arden Hills, Minn, 55112

14, Robert A, Johnson, FO Iox 134, Wnippany, N. J. 07981

15, Zric Just, FO Box 131, Paoli, Ukla, 73074

18, Leonard lakofla, 1806 K, Tichmond St,, Chicago, I11, 60647
20, OGtephen Marsland, 78 Genesee 3t,, Greene, N, ¥, 13773
21, John Fensinger, 1320 Faguolia St,, Modesto, Calif, 95350
27, Andrew Pnillips, 128 Qliver 3t,, Daly City, Calif, 9h0lh4
29, Paul Rubin, 41 Herbert Ave,, lassapequa Park, N, Y, 11762
43, Herb Faremts, 157 State Street, Zeeland, MNich, Lol
52, PYeter Weber, 3472 E, Sharon Drive, Phoenix, Ariz, 85032
53. Charles Welsh, Box 3197, Brown University, Frovidence, R. I. 02912

ARCHIVES PUBLISHERS PCLL (AFP)

After printing the Eeyerlein Flayer Foll (XFP) in Hoosier Archives #38, I zot an idea,
Since football has two polls, the AP and UFIL, one beirg by ihe sporiswriters and the other
beirg Yy +the coaches, why not do the sans for postal Diplomacy? As an analogy, the GH/ Pub-
lishers could be considerad the sporitwriters and the players could Te considered the coaches
in that they "coach” their fellow players during the course of the game, A conparison of the
~two polls may be very interesting--the players viewing their fellow comtatants in the EPFY and
the CM/Publishers viewing the players in the APT, Also, since Hoosler Archives goas to all
CM/Publishers, it would seem to be 2 very good mediunm for the "Sportwriter's" lLallots, ‘here-
fore, I urge all past or present GM/Publishers to use the next page as a tallot and returm it
proxptly, The deadline will be 4 Decenber 1971 so that the results can be published concur-
rently with the Leyerlein Flayesr Poll No, 3.
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OUR COVER: A new artist has adorned the front paze of this Foosier Archives, His nare
is Steve Nozik, and in addition to his artisiic talents, he is the rost experienced Diplomacy
player of the Rochester Diplomacy group, In a future issue of Hoosier Archives we will reap
the tenafit of this experience in an article he has written oa the advantages of Z-man FIF

play., It's a real eye-opener,
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AHCHIVES PURLISHERS POLL (APP)

A postal Divloracy player rating service adapted from the Leyerlein Player Foll (I}PP), the
differsnce leing that this poll, which will also be quarterly, is for GM/Putlishers to rate
their own Diplomacy players,

All past or present GlN/Putlishers are elizible to vote for their choices for the fourteen
top players in postal Diplomacy, Scoring will be on the following tasis: 20 peints for 1st
place, 17 for 2nd, 15 for 3rd, 13 for 4th, 11 for 5th, 9 for 6th, 8 for 7th, etc,

¥Fill in your choice of the top fourteen currently-azctive players in postal Diplomacy from
nunter one to nunmber fourteen, Incomplete ballots will be disregarded,

TOP BOARD

7.

SECOND BOARD
8.

9.

10,

11,

12,

13,
1%,

Return this ballot to: Walter Fuchanan
R, R, 3
Lebanon, Indiana 46052

DEADLINEs JEf 4

Results will be printed in Hoosier Archives and any other Diplomacy 'zine, the publisher of
which has voted irn this poll and wishes to publish.the results,.




