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ﬁggg}gr Archives 1s a periodic listing of the Diplomacy library of

Jalter Bucnanqn, RR 3, Lebanon, Indiana 46052Z2; member HFSHGBDD and
I?J Renrints of “rtlcle on strategy and tc.ctlcu plus other articles
of interest to Dippydom in general, including bibliographic reviews,
are also published, although original contributions are solicited.
Although the library is private, its use is for the postal Dinlomacy
world in ceneral. sAnyone desiring a cony at cost of any of the publi-

ations listed should write to the above address. .nyone wishing to
subscribe to Hoosier Archives can do so by sending a stamped, self-
addressed envelope ror every issue he wishes to receive. Trades are
also welcomed,

ARCHIVES LISTING

With the exception of the issues of Atlmnt%g on order, only current
issues were added to Hoosler Archives this weelk, Therefore, Archives
Listing Mo.,.5 in HOOSlQr srchives #5 is still 3ubotuntiﬂl]y correct
and it is unnecessary to publloh a new listing in this issue.

ANHOUNCENMENTS

The new "Bibliologia'' is out! Rod Walker outdid himself and instead of
waiting until liay to publish "Bibliologia - 1971,'" he has already pub-
lished it in MNumenor #l0 of 16 February 197L., Subscriptions to lumenor
are 10/5L.50 and can be obtained from: Rod Walker, 5038 llawley Blvd.,
San Diego, CA 92116,

JANTED: Hoosier irchives will pay a reasonable price for any uOQt&l Di-
Dlonhcv sublication not ~included in the “Archives LlSLlnF” as it is
desired to build as extensive a collection as nossible. Fostage and
hendling will be paid for duplicates of issues in the lioting or any
Dippy 'zines that you would otherwise throw away. These issues will
then be made available at cost for others who want them. I you have a
rare back issue Diplomecy 'zine but are unwilling to sell it, T would

ery nuch like to borrow it for xerox purposes and am Wllllng to pay a fee,

OUT OF THE ARGIIVES

Now what you have all been waiting for--Hoosier Archives' series on re-
prints of old Diplomacy articles., Thig issue features "A Case for the
Triple Allionce' published in Graustark #200 of 3 January 1970 and is
reprinted by permission of John Boardman, T would have asked for the
author's permission also, but John can't remember the correct lacntlty
of Ceneral Toetruclk, who has apnarently faded into the corridors of
Dippydom antiquity.

Page 1



A CASE FOR THE TRIPLE ALLIANGCE

By General Cielya Toetruck

I write this article, if these few words deserve the title, in
an attempt to clarify my own thoushts and to create comment as to the
problems facing Austria-Hungary, Germany, and Italy. These great
powers are what T prefer to call '"iddle Powers.' Iiddle Powers
because they face the likelihood of a two~front war,., In fect,
Austria-tungary must base her strategy on the premise that she will
be required to fight the Turk in the Balkans and the Italians along
the Isinzo iver., So my thesis is, the Middle Powers must ally if
they hone to survive, let alone win.

Iet me begin by commenting on what I believe to be the situation
facing each of the lidddle Iowers, Austria-Hungary is surrounded by
a wealth of '"comvenient'' supply centers - convenient in the sense
that in order to capture the supnly center it is not necessary to
talte a large number of provinces or seas which do not contain supoly
centers., ven as she is blessed with neutral supply centers, Austria-
Hungary, plegued by potential enemies to the Morth, South, Hast, and
‘lest, can not consider eny border safe. But her very location can
be her salvation. JSustria-lungary stands watch over the Dastern
lfarches., She is the only Great Power positioned to thwart Turkish
exnansion. .8 long as Turkey remains a threat to Christian Furope,
Ttaly and Zussia dere not dismember the Hansburg Zmpire. ior the
Balkans to fall into the hands of Turkey would be a major setback
for Italien and Russian diplomacy. If Turkey captures Greece, Bul-
zaria, Serbia, and Budepest, Turkey will become a 'Super Fower'
fully capeble of dealing with Russia and Italy., Therefore, it is to
the best interest of both Ttaly and Russia to permit Austria-Hungary
to e:xist as a buffer state, and time is all that Austria needs. Given
three or four vears, the aAustrian Empire should be powerful enough
to withstand the onslaught of Italy and Russia,

Ttaly iz confronted with a dilemma, To attack Austria-hungary
places her across the path of the expanding Turkish fmpire, which by
this time would be a Super-Power, In fact, Italy, when she succeeds
in destroyving aAustria, inherits the unhappy fate of the Hapsburgs.
Only, the Italian nlayer must seek a solution for stopping a Super
Power, and unfortunately for Italy, the solution usually requires
Italy to leave her western borders oven to ¥French incursions, But
2ll ‘'convenient! supply centers are to the East. For Italy to go to
war with France means a rather long campaign before any supply centers
are captured, and long cempaigns without immediate reward are very
dengerous, It goes without saying, for Italy to attempt llunlsh, .
though very flashy, i1s courting disaster. Perhaps Italy's best policy
is to wait at least one year. If it appears that France, allied with
ingland, will take Germany - attack ¥France. If Turkey is being
pressed by an Austro-lussian coalition end if France is being pressed
by Germany, fngland, or both - hit Austria-Iungary. Of course, the
strateny will be tempered by the situation, but the above is only a
generalization.

A Surrounded by a host of convenient supply centers and enough'
potential rivals to make survival most difficult, Germany's posltlon
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is similar to sustris-llunzaryt!s. Also like Justria, Germany has a
natursl eneamy, France. Only 1f England is most inent in her forelgn
nolicy will Germany and France ally., As if Germany did not have
enouzh troubles on her western border, she wmust contend with Russia
in the llorth and to the rast. Therefore, Germany's diplomacy is
straizhforward; she must prevent Fngland, France, and lusaia from
forming an alliance. Aigain, like Austria-Hungary, Germany is
blessed with a critical location. 3he is the only country that can
nrevent Trance from exploding into Central Rurope - something Russia
and Sustria-tungary would want to mrevent at all costs. So, it
would seem natural Ffor Austria and Rwussla to remain on Zood Terms
with Germany until these powers had sstisfactorialy settled the
Turkisin nroblem,

fo sum up ny argument, . ustriae-Hungary's reiflex move into the
Ballians generally entangles her with Turkey and later Twssia. ‘The
first four vears should sce Austria and Russic allied against Turkey.
Jut these two powers could very quickly become involved over the
spoils, Besides, Jfustria's lonz border swrith Tussia would make dis-
engagement, lei alone trust very difficult., It is not "good'
policy to leave youxr back open to attack; therefore the Austrian
nlaver wrould always wonder when the Russian would brealk the peace.
"hereas ‘ustriats borders with Russia are long and difficult to
nolice, her f£rontier with Italy can be secured with two armies and
two flcets,

wen thouzh the convenient supnly centers are to the East,
Ttely will £ind it convenient to move on France. =marly in the game,
Austria-ilungary and wssia will be engaged in eliminsting Turkey,
and later each other, Therefore, the Italian player will have at
least four vears to gain control of the western Mediterranean and
the surroundin~ land masses. Given the assistance of Germany, ILtaly
should have little frouble in driving the TFrench from larseilles
~nd the Tbherien Peninsula, It will be necessary for Italy to
nrotect hersclf against Austrian adventures, but two armies and
one fleet sheould provide enousgh security. Therefore, it seems
natural for Italy and Austria-llungary to =lly.

Germany s e:rmansion into the Lowlands and bher nroblems of
defending lunich are excuse cnoush to cause Germany to go to war with
France, Therefors, Italy end Germany have good cause to consider a
coalition, ‘nd after the demise of IFrance, the coalition would
alwvays have Inglend to coantend with, I discount the nossibility of
Germany and ‘ustria-Pungary ever going to war. They just do not
have the convenient sunnly centers to fizht over., Besides, there
is alwavs ‘mcsia.

The main problem of the iliddle Powers is the threat of the
two-Tront war. If there is an alliance of the three middle Powers,
I have tried to prove that there would be no conflict over spheres
of influence, I think that it is obvious that the alliance would
eliminate the two-front war for Italy and Austria-ilungary. Germany
would still be faced by the threat of Russia, but I hope that I
have proven sufficiently that Nussia can be handled by the Triple
Alliance,
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